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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 
 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642  
 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra for 2021 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

16 January 4th 

20 February 5th 

20 March 5th 

17 April 1st 

15 May 30th 

26 June 11th 

17 July 2nd 

21 August 6th  

18 September 3rd 

16 October 1st 

20 November 5th 

17 December 3rd 
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Note from the Editor 
We are currently in the middle of planning this years Meekatharra Outback Festival. The Festival will be held over 

the long weekend in September here in town. So far we have booked in some amazing mechanical rides, circus 

performer, face painter, water rollers and so much more. The Ball will be held on Friday night, Races on Saturday 

and Side Show on Sunday. It is shaping up to be an amazing weekend with plenty to do for everyone. Tickets will 

go on sale for the Las Vegas Outback Ball in August, get your costumes ready for this incredible night. More infor-

mation will come in the following weeks. 

June was an excited month in town with much cooler weather and some fun events to keep us busy. Thanks to 

everyone who participated in the Garage Sale and Quiz Night. 

July holds NAIDOC Week (4th-10th), Yulella have planned a full week of activities for the whole community includ-

ing morning teas and BBQ’s. The Youth Services participants had a competition for the 2021 NAIDOC shirts, Whit-

ney won this and now her shirts are on sale as a fundraiser for the Youth Centre. The young people in town will be 

selling them as well as the Shire. Make sure you come in a grab one of these incredible shirts. The Youth Centre 

participants will receive theirs as part of the program. 

The Editor 
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COPS CORNER WITH SENIOR SERGEANT TOM DALY 

Hello Meekatharra Community and welcome to July!! 

Can’t believe we’re already over halfway through 2021. 

How good has this cooler weather been?! Crisp mornings, 

sunshine during the day and cold nights. Our kind of 

weather! :) 

June was an interesting month for Meeka Police. Not only 

did we have three French nationals travelling at excessive 

speed through town, they were found to be in possession 

of over 140 grams of Cannabis (just over four ounces)!! 

We also had 12 ‘Gel Blasters’ handed in by responsible 

members of the community, taking advantage of the am-

nesty ahead of new laws coming in to effect on 3 July 

2021 where they will be classed as a Prohibited Weapon – 

meaning they are totally banned and can not be pos-

sessed under any circumstances. It was interesting to see 

the volume of negative and cynical comments on our re-

cent social media post, but I just wanted to highlight how 

difficult, near on impossible, it is to differentiate a real 

firearm to a Gel Blaster. Policing is hard enough, let alone 

trying to contend with a person who appears to be armed 

with a gun, when in fact it may be a harmless ‘Gel Blaster’ 

– police do not want to be using 

lethal force when we don’t need to, 

it’s an absolute last resort, so that’s 

why this change to the law is so 

fundamentally important. 

This will probably sound like a bro-

ken record; however, we continue 

to see burglaries and stealings from 

motor vehicles because of compla-

cency. Please take steps to make it 

tougher for crooks. Keep doors and 

windows locked, don’t keep valua-

bles in clear view, don’t leave your 

vehicle/house keys in your car and 

take measures to improve your 

home security. Install sensor 

lighting or get a dog. Australian 

Institute of Criminology studies 

have highlighted the effectiveness 

of a dog to deter crooks – the bark-

ing creates too much noise and 

attention, with offenders less inclined to target those 

places. Window locks and security screens are a good 

option, and alarm systems are a great deterrent. An alarm 

sounding draws attention to something that we want to 

know about. Good quality CCTV is a very useful tool too, it 

has been very helpful and assisted police to identify sus-

pects responsible for crime, most recently at the Meeka-

tharra Post Office burglary where a vehicle was used to 

force entry. We identified the suspect very quickly and 

were able to track his location, resulting in his arrest a 

couple of days later – without the CCTV, I don’t believe 

that crime would have been solved. Another key crime 

prevention tool is getting to know your neighbours. Look 

out for each other, report any suspicious activity – Police 

would prefer to know about something rather than dis-

covering a preventable crime later on. 

Just a quick note if you have CCTV… I encourage you to 

register with Cam-Map WA. CAM-MAP WA is a secure 

State Government website hosted by the WA Police 

Force, where members of the public can voluntarily regis-

ter the location of public-facing CCTV security cameras. 

WA Police Force encourages local residents and business 

owners with CCTV security cameras 

to support this community safety 

initiative. Online registration is quick, 

simple and secure. The Cam-Map 

WA register acts as a virtual map of 

CCTV camera locations, establishing 

a comprehensive database which 

acts as a deterrent to antisocial be-

haviour and is an effective tool in 

investigating criminal activity and 

serious crime. Cam-Map WA sup-

ports police investigators by enabling 

prioritised contact to those regis-

tered houses as a first point-of-call. 

In the case of a mobile offender/

vehicle, Cam-Map WA provides an 

investigator with the ability to quick-

ly identify houses with street-facing 

cameras on the offender’s path. 
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https://www.police.wa.gov.au/Your-Safety/State-CCTV-Register  

Lastly, I just want to talk about COVID-19 and how you can 

help given the recent developments and spread of the 

‘Delta strain’, which has effectively locked down three 

quarters of the country. SafeWA and written contact regis-

ters are a fundamental tool used to identify close and cas-

ual contacts to people/places where a positive case has 

been identified. Please scan the QR code or fill in your de-

tails on the contact registers each and every time you en-

ter a place – It is mandatory for particular businesses and 

venues to maintain a contact register by collecting contact 

details of patrons attending their premises, including cus-

tomers, staff, contractors and visitors.  

Most businesses/premises in Meekatharra display the QR 

code for SafeWA app check ins or have a contact register 

that can be manually filled it. I can’t stress enough how 

important it is that we work together to keep each other 

safe and support the Department of Health contact tracing 

team to do their job effectively if there is an outbreak of 

COVID-19. Also, I encourage everyone to roll up your 

sleeve and get the vaccine – the more of us that are vac-

cinated, the quicker life can get back on track (and we can 

travel, something I’m pretty keen to do!!). 

As always, Meeka Police are here to serve you, the Meeka-

tharra community and want to hear from you if you have 

feedback, ideas or suggestions in how we do business, and 

most importantly, how we can do it better! 

Thank you and stay safe. 

Tom 

Senior Sergeant 

Officer in Charge 

Meekatharra Police Station 
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Meekatharra Pharmacy 
72 Main Street, Meekatharra WA 6642 

 

 

Skin care range                    Aveeno Moisturiser  

Winter in Meeka 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with all the latest 
news. Facebook.com/meekatharrapharmacy 

Ear piercing at the Pharmacy 

Would you or your children like to get their ears pierced? 
We have a qualified piercing technician at the Pharmacy 
Monday – Friday! With over 30 different ear-piercing studs 
to choose from, you are sure to find ones you like. Come on 
down and have a look. 

Only $25.00 for the 1 ear and $29.99 for 2 ears. 

Keep warm this Winter 

Wow, I never would have believed anyone if they told me it 
got this cold here in Meeka. I know I’m a little late to the 
party, just now arriving in store is a massive range of cold 
weather gear; beanies, socks, scarves, mittens, just to men-
tion a few. So, if you still need a few extra items this winter 
come in and have a look. 

Keep your immune system functioning at its best by taking 
some high-quality immune boosters from our natural range. 
Vitamin C is affordable and helps your body function at its 
best and recover faster. Zinc, garlic, horseradish, and An-
drographis are some other great supplements if you are try-
ing to fight off a cold this season. Ask in store for the best 
product to fit you. 

 

 

Dry skin & Eczema 

Unfortunately with the cooler, dry weather a lot of people 
will be experiencing dry, flaking or itchy skin. It is important 
to look after you skin with quality products to help hydrate 
and nourish your skin daily. We carry a great range of der-
matologically tested products and can recommend washes & 
moisturizers to help treat your concerns and symptoms. 

Aveeno Skin Relief Intense Moisture Repair helps restore 
and maintain moisture barrier of Extra-Dry Skin without 
making your skin greasy! For more information, talk to your 
favourite chemist today! 

Come in and say Hi!  

Monday – Friday: 9am-5pm 

Saturday – 9am-1pm  

Meekatharra Pharmacy carry a range of vitamins & supplements, first aid supplies, 

quit smoking products, suncare, hair, skin & nail care items, ear and eye products, 

perfumes, cosmetics, jewelry, gifts, baby items, hats, sunglasses, readers and 

cleaning products. We also provide professional services such as prescription han-

dling, webster packing, free blood pressure checks, medschecks, vaccinations, ear 

piercing, Diabetes supplies and lots more.  (P) 08 9980 1798  
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The Quiz was a huge success! We had 13 tables set up ready 

to go with delicious platters from Leighton’s Café. We had 

seven rounds and two games throughout the night which was 

filled with laughter and enthusiasm from each team. 

The questions ranged from popular culture to history, making 

sure there was something for everyone to be an expert on. 

There were definitely some questions that made us all 

scratch our heads and think harder than we have before. 

Congrats to the Chintu team, who took out first place by a 

landslide. The RFDS team came in second and the Blow Ins 

took third place! We also has prizes for the two games (true/

false and who am I?) and last place.  All the teams did a great 

job with the tricky questions. 

Robert Binsiar did an amazing job hosting throughout the 

night. Keeping us all on track and making the night extremely 

fun. Thanks so much Rob! We appreciate your hard work. 

Thanks to everyone who donated prizes such as Farmer Jacks 

who donated $250 worth of products, Andos Art Prints who 

donated six original prints worth over $900 and Leighton's 

Café who donated a bag of coffee worth over $90 plus their 

time and equipment. The support means a lot to the whole 

community and created the most amazing gift baskets and 

prizes. 

Thanks to our events committee for supporting this event 

and making it happen! 

We will have another Quiz Night later in the year, make sure 

you practise your general knowledge in the mean time! 

QUIZ NIGHT 
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For any Game of Thrones fans out there: Winter isn’t com-
ing... Winter is here! 

Hooh, didn’t it get frosty quickly! 1.3 degrees Celsius on 24th 
June! That’s not quite Meeka’s all time record of -0.2 degrees 
from July 1950 but it’s pretty bloody cold. 

So how come the official temperatures didn’t dip below zero 
and yet there were reports of slushy ice blocking up garden 
hoses as well as frost on windscreens and on lawns? 

Welcome to microclimates – a smaller area within a general 
climate zone that has its own unique climate. The location of 

the Bureau of Meteorology’s temperature gauge versus 
the location of said frozen garden hose, lawn or wind-
screen can mean the difference of those few degrees. 
It’s the difference between “yup, ’tis a tad chilly today” 
and “far out I’m freezing my *beep* off!” 

Microclimates can be very useful to home gardeners (or 
for people just wanting to park their car in a frost free 
spot) as they allow us to grow a wider variety of plants. 

Generally the most successful plants are the ones 
adapted to the local climate. For Meeka and most parts 
of inland Australia they got to be pretty tough – with-
stand searing hot long summers as well as cold winters, 
extreme evaporation and intense solar radiation. 

If we want to grow more tender or exotic plants we need to 
look after them and provide for their special needs. 

Here are a number of tricks (some of them unsurprisingly 
simple) to protect tender plants from extreme weather, be it 
frost or heat, dry or wet: 

Consider the aspect: is the plant exposed to gentle easterly 
morning sun? Overhead lunch-time furnace? Hot afternoon 
oven? Also consider the time of year – in summer the sun 
rises almost in the south east and sets in the south west and 
goes close to straight overhead whereas in winter it rises 
almost north east, sets almost north west and is a fair bit 

MICROCLIMATES & FROSTY GARDENS 
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lower in the sky. If you’re a 
nerd and want exact degrees 
the internet is your friend. 
Some plants can handle pro-
longed periods of shade over 
winter and intense sun radia-
tion over summer – others 
can’t and just won’t thrive or 
survive if planted in the wrong 
spot. 

Is the icy cold or hairdryer hot 
wind blowing in from the de-
sert again? Make use of color-
bond fences, sheds, house 
walls or shrubbery to shelter 
tender plants from these windy 
and drying influences. For tem-
porary solutions you can string 
up old bedsheets to take the 
gust out of the wind.  

Water is arguably the most 
essential resource for gardeners in arid Australia. Make use 
of what you already have: where does it pool? Where does 
the downspout come down? Is the soil free draining sand, 
nice loam or waterlogging clay? How much water does the 
plant need? Does it need regular watering or can it with-
stands extremes and long periods of either drought or wet 
feet? You can improve soil structure by adding compost.  

Water at the right times and the right quantities. Irrigating 
over night during winter may increase the risk of frost and 
fungal growth so morning watering is better – if at all neces-
sary. Watering in the middle of the day during summer risks 
burning the foliage. The water demand differences between 
summer and winter here are huge – whilst watering daily or 
even twice a day over summer may be prudent, we might get 
away with watering only once every couple of weeks in win-
ter, if that. How to know whether the plant needs more wa-
ter? Stick your finger in the soil – if it’s as dry as a dead 
dingo’s donger then give it a drink. 

Artificially modify the surrounding air by utilising cold frames, 
hot houses or shade houses. A cold frame a basically a box or 
frame with a glass or Perspex top so the sun can shine inside 
and warm the air. This creates a warmer environment which 
provides a longer growing season for frost tender plants. 
Greenhouses aka hot houses work the same way. In our hot 
climate here we probably see more shade houses though – 
almost every house in town has shade cloth somewhere 
along the building or garden to provide a cooling effect. Mini 
shade structures for tiny plants can also be made from milk 
crates, tipis of sticks, leafy branches or anything else that 
provides shade and allows airflow. 

Different seeds need different soil temperatures to germi-
nate. Investing into a soil thermometer is a good idea espe-
cially since many seed packets and gardening books are very 
vague around what time of year is best for plants in this par-
ticular part of Australia. Ever seen the map on the back of a 
seed packet showing everything from Carnarvon over Meeka-

tharra to Esperance to Alice Springs all lumped together into 
the same category? If you know what condition a particular 
plant needs for germination you can simply measure the soil 
temp and find out whether it’s the right time. You can also 
trick the plant into thinking it’s the right time by using heat 
mats or by moving the containers indoors. This will give it a 
head start and when the weather outside warms up the plant 
can move out into the big world.  

Another way to modify and buffer extreme temperature 
changes in the soil is to use mulch. A thick layer of mulch acts 
as a blanket, keeping scorching sun off the soil and also keep-
ing frost out. Furthermore it retains soil moisture and sup-
presses weed growth. Mulch is the best for a successful gar-
den. 

Finally, the stage of growth and general health of the plant is 
a huge factor in how well it’s going to cope with a frost snap 
or heat wave. Soft new growth is a lot more precious than 
hardy tough old branches or leaves. And a plant that is grow-
ing in healthy, living soil will bounce back much more readily 
than something trying to survive as it is and that frost morn-
ing or hot summers day may just be the factor that pushes it 
over the edge. In that regard plants are a lot like us humans… 
The better our general health and condition the more resili-
ent we are to weather the weather. 

On that note: look after yourselves, put on some warm socks 
and jumpers, use the dog as a hot water bottle and enjoy the 
garden in this fly-free time of year! 

If you have gardening tips or want to know more you’re wel-
come to get in touch: find us on Facebook as “Meeka Goes 
Green”, email us at meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop in to 
the Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturday mornings 9-
11am to say Hi to our volunteers. Volunteering with us is 
easy if you’re interested! Rock up and we can show you how 
it works. We also run monthly Upcycling Workshops, first 
Saturday of the month at 11am. Check out our Facebook 
page for this month’s workshop topic and location. 



20 

 

The Community Garage Sale held on the 19th of June was 

a hit. We had stalls selling clothes, kitchen appliances, 

bikes, perfume, cakes and much more. We had tourists 

and local people come along to see if they could grab a 

bargain. There was a variety of options for everyone and 

the conversations did 

not stop throughout 

the event.  

The aim of the event 

was to give people 

the opportunity to clear out some unused items in their 

houses to give to others who might be interested. There 

were seven different stalls all set up, keen to give the 

item s a new home and reduce the amount of waste go-

ing to the tip. 

Thank you to everyone who held stalls, purchase items 

and came along to support the garage sale. Special 

thanks to Meeka Goes Green for supporting this event 

and bringing along the books, CD’s and audio books! 

GARAGE SALE 
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021 

20th July, 17th August, 21st September, 19th October, 16th November 
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Did you here that there is a new shop in town? Meeka Gift N 

Garden owned by our very own Leanne Sharrock. This is not 

Leanne’s first shot at running a shop in a small town. She has 

had experience running one in Wiluna and also a shop in 

Geraldton. She is a very skilled shop owner who is looking 

forward to selling all sorts of items to people in Meeka.  

In Meeka Gift N Garden is selling plants, clothes, gifts, per-

fume, drink bottles and much more.  Leanne has carefully 

picked each piece herself and takes pride in the high quality 

products she sell. Throughout the seasons the stock will 

change so you will always have something new to see and 

buy. 

Leanne saw the shop in the Lloyds Plaza and thought ‘this is 

me’. She loved it! She has the vision of the plants and other 

products in the shop and with a bit of encouragement she 

leased the shop. Leanne loves working in retail and has lots 

of experience in different settings. She loves the way that 

retail is so different than her other job/s.  

Leanne clearly has a passion of plants, gifts and clothes. She 

has incredible taste, Meeka Gift N Garden is a shop to check 

out! 

The shop opening hours are still a work in progress but so far 

she is open Thursday-Saturday 12 noon-4pm and Sunday 

10am-2pm. This provides plenty of time to buy your clothes, 

gift and garden needs. Keep up to date with the changing 

hours on Facebook. 

Meeka Gift N Garden has a brand new Facebook page . 

Search Meeka Gift N Garden on 

Facebook and you can keep up to 

date with the latest happenings in 

store. 

This shop is a great addition to 

Lloyds Plaza, it is a fabulous place 

to spend a morning drinking coffee, 

taking in the art and plants in a 

stunning building. 

MEEKA GIFT N GARDEN 
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GARDENS WITH SAL, 

THE GARDEN GAL 

Warm welcomes to you all out there in the Midwest, 

We have just passed the winter solstice for the year which 
means the shortest day has been and gone. It can only get 
warmer from here on in, so let’s make the most of the cooler 
weather. 

Winter is a very special time of year out here. I call it the 
“rainbow season” because everywhere you look there seems 
to be a beautiful big rainbow on the horizon! The nights are 
cold and bright, best enjoyed by a warm fire with a stew 
cooking in the camp oven. It’s a time for rest and Sunday 
sleep ins- there’s a lot to love about Winter. 

The cooler months are also incredible for another interesting 
reason-  winter and the cooler months is when the mush-
room season is in full swing! 

Mushrooms, fungi, toadstools. Before I learnt about the won-
derful world of fungi, I only ever saw them in the cold section 
at the shops, in children’s books and around the school oval 
sometimes, after a big rain.  

There is more than meets the eye in the world of fungi! For 
one, did you know fungi is neither a plant or animal? They 
are in their own taxonomic kingdom, making them complete-
ly unique creatures in the world. There has been discussion 
about fungi being the first living thing on the planet ever, 
with a fossil that is estimated to be 2 billion years old looking 
remarkably similar to that of a mycelium branch, or fungal 
body.  

A mushroom is the flowering body of fungi-  it is the same as 
the flower is to a plant. Whatever the food source is, perhaps 
a tree species, leaf litter or animal droppings, the mushroom 
is only the tip of the iceberg. Below the surface you’ll find  a 
lot of more going on- this is called the mycelium body. If you 
have ever turned over old damp mulch and seen a web like 
white structure this will most likely be mycelium! See below. 

Fungi are an intelligent species and they exist below, within 
and all around us. In fact they are under every inch of earth 
that we step on! They are the communicators of the natural 
world. For example,  they can communicate to neighbouring 
plants of a threat, whether it be insect invasion, drought or 
fire! Many of our Australian native plants rely on fungi and 
mycelium to survive. Mycelium networks can transfer food 
and water to other fungi and plant species and even have 
important relationships with a number of a native animals. 

Fungi also play a crucial role in the ecosystem, because they 
create new life by breaking down organic matter and creating 
space for fresh forest growth. They are the cleaners and also 
indicators of a landscape’s health. People think that mush-
rooms are the end of the food chain but in my opinion they 
are the sign of fresh beginnings!  

Not only are fungi smart, but they can be beautiful and deli-
cious too!! On a recent trip to our South West I came across a 
number of stunning fungi species within the Karri forest. I 
was even lucky enough to stumble across some delicious pink 
Chanterelles, a delicacy in the kitchen.  But please be warned, 
I wouldn’t advise foraging for mushrooms unless you are with 
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someone who has a lot of experience. As the old saying goes, 
you only eat the wrong mushroom once! Pink Chanterelle 
below; 

Fungi have played a huge role in our kitchens too. Without 
them we wouldn’t have a number of tasty cheeses, bread, 
kim chi and sauerkraut and of course, beer! Medicinally they 
have saved lives-  penicillin is from the fungi Penicillin chryso-
geum, a highly successful antibiotic. And in recent years it has 
been  discovered that fungi can be created into building sub-
strates. I even read about a lady making a canoe out of one- 
she called it Mycanoe- very clever. Moving into the future, 
fungi and mycelium could be the answer to a lot of our envi-
ronmental concerns.  You heard it here first: the future is 
fungi!  

Mushrooms in our homes here in the Midwest are important 
too! If you see some pop up in your garden and lawn I say 
leave them be, as they will be working hard below the earth 
to keeps things healthy and well regulated. Like I mentioned, 
they are a sign of health so admire them and let them turn 
your garden into something magical! However, if you see 
some on your home, or even 
inside your home, then that’s 
more of a concern, so be sure 
to enquire further if this 
sounds like you! 

Armillaria (pictured below) is 
a very destructive species that 
occurs naturally in nature. 
They are the true fungal bull-
dozers and play a big role in 
the replenishment of an eco-
system. At home however, 
they are an even bigger con-

cern.  In an urban environment they can wipe out old trees in 
a matter of months. 

Well Midwesterners you might have worked out by now that 
I could write about the world of Fungi for days! Luckily for 
you, I will leave it there for now. I hope you have all been 
enjoying your gardens and perhaps now might keep a look 
out for any mushrooms popping their heads up! 

Take care and see you around town : ) 

Sally – the EON Gardening Gal  

*EON Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that delivers 
a food and nutrition-focused healthy lifestyle and disease 
prevention program. We build edible gardens in remote 
schools and communities for a secure supply of fresh food 
and partner with them to deliver a hands-on practical garden-
ing, nutrition, education, cooking, and hygiene program. Read 
more about us at www.eon.org.au  
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The Meekatharra community now has improved ongoing access to Centrelink, Medicare and Child 

Support services, with the opening of a new Agent service.  

Services Australia General Manager Hank Jongen said Yulella Aboriginal Corporation is providing the 

Agent service, replacing the Meekatharra Service Centre. 

“The Agent service is delivering a consistent face-to-face service to the Meekatharra community,” Mr 

Jongen said. 

“Visits to the Meekatharra Service Centre were declining, so we’ve adapted our servicing to suit the 

size and needs of the local community. 

“Alongside the new Agent service, the community will also benefit from visits by Services Australia’s 

Remote Servicing Teams that provide more targeted, supported assistance to local Indigenous cus-

tomers. 

“These teams provide support to individuals, families and communities to connect with our payments, 

services and programs.” 

Services Australia has a network of some 350 agents across rural and regional Australia that help peo-

ple access the services they need. 

Agents offer access to services such as phones, printing and free internet enabled computers, and staff 

to assist customers to register for and use digital self-serve channels, including myGov. 

Mr Jongen pointed out that many people now prefer to conduct their Centrelink, Medicare and Child 

Support business online, at a time and place that suits them. 

“myGov and Service Australia’s Express Plus apps let people do their business online quickly and easi-

ly,” Mr Jongen said.  

“Anyone who needs help accessing these digital services can visit the Agent service and staff will help 

them get started.” 

Agents receive extensive training and ongoing support to assist with access to self-service facilities, 

certifying Proof of Identity documents and accessing general information. 

For people who do not wish to go online, Agents can help them access phone self-service and can also 

connect those locals who have more complex enquiries directly to a Services Australia staff member 

using a dedicated phone line. 

The Agent service will operate 9:00am – 3:30pm on Monday, and from 8:00am – 4:30pm on Tuesday 

to Thursday from the same location as the former Meekatharra Service Centre at 69 Main Street.  

For more information about services available at Agents, visit: servicesaustralia.gov.au/agents 

Media contact:   Services Australia Media Team, 1800 531 991 

IMPROVED ACCESS TO MEDICARE, 

CENTRELINK AND CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES IN 

MEEKATHARRA 
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Meekatharra District High School has had a very busy month 

and end of term 2. They have been busy with On Country 

Excursions, Cross Country, NAIDOC Week, Parent/Teacher 

Night and a visit from the Director of Education Midwest Lisa 

Criddle.  

The month started off with the ECE students going on a On-

Country Excursion to 11 Mile. The students spend time ex-

ploring the area, following animal tracks, spotting tadpoles, 

singing nursery rhymes and eating delicious food cooked by 

Mission Australia. As you can see by the photos (following 

page) the students looked like they had an absolute blast 

learning and being together with their community.  

Next the school had a visit from Lisa Criddle, Director of Edu-

cation Midwest. Ms Criddle spent time in Room seven and 

enjoyed learning about the Meeka School (and how amazing 

the students and teachers are of course). 

The Primary students got their turn to 

participate in an On-Country Excursion. 

The students had a few stops this trip, 

learning about each place and all they 

had to offer. The first stop was Ningaring 

where Mr Robbie showed the students a 

Rock Hole. Next stop was Beringine, here 

the students did a nature walk and learnt 

more about tracking animals. Mission 

Australia also participated in this excur-

sion by making sure the kids were well fed after a full day of 

learning.  

The students participated in a Cross-Country race where stu-

dents competed in a long-distance running competition. All 

the students participated with such sportsmanship and en-

thusiasm. A big congrats to all the students who won medals 

and tried their best. They sure did look exhausted after all 

that running. 

The school held their NAIDOC Week a bit early as the week 

falls in the school holidays. The school invited the whole com-

munity to join them for a day of Marlu stew, face painting, 

basketball, painting and other activities. The whole school 

was involved in the day along with families and friends. The 

day was spent celebrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait culture.  

Have a great holiday everyone!  

SCHOOL UPDATE 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
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ON COUNTRY EXCURSIONS 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer-

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

July 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

28 29 
 

 

30 1 
 

Dentist Visiting @ 
Dental Clinic 

2 
 

Dentist Visiting @ 
Dental Clinic 

3 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

4 
 

NAIDOC Week 

5 
 
NAIDOC Week Flag 

Raising @ Shire 
Office 10am 

Kite Painting @ 
Youth Centre 11am 
 
Diabetic ED @ Clinic 

6 
 
NAIDOC Week Footy 

Game @ Wiluna 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 

7 
 

NAIDOC Week 
Community Hub 

Feed @ Community 
Hub 11am 

 
360 Health @ Clinic 

8 
 

NAIDOC Week 
Activities @ Oval 

9 
 

NAIDOC Week  
Basketball & Dinner 

6PM @ Oval 
 

10 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Meeka Markets 
9:30am-Noon 

 

11 
 

12 
 

WACHS Dietitian @ 
Hospital 

 
GRAMS Midwife @ 

Clinic 
 

 

13 
 
WACHS Dietitian @ 

Hospital 
 

GRAMS Midwife @ 
Clinic 

 
 
 

 

14 15 16 17 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Ordinary Council 

Meeting 
9:30am 

18 

19 
 

 

20 
 

360 Health & ICDC 
Dietician @ Clinic 

 
ICDC Physiothera-
pist & ICDC Podia-

trist @ Hospital 
 

21 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 
 

 

22 23 24 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

25 

26 
 

GRAMS Midwife @ 
Clinic 

27 
 
GRAMS Midwife @ 

Clinic 
 

Tidman Brothers & 
WACHS Physiothera-

py @ Hospital 

28 29 30 31 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

1 


