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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new 
submissions to be added to the community newsletter. We 
are chasing articles about things happening around town. If 
you have any articles with information about any upcoming 
community events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay for articles that are 
related to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, 
poems, photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more 
about this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community 
newspaper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the 
first week of each month. The deadline is the 24th of the 
previous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an 
advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, 
Meekatharra WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  
Alternatively, you can email us at: 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material 

contained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they 

purport to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the 

basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary 

taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice 

contained herein. 

2021/2022 Council Meeting Dates 

The dates for Ordinary Council Meetings of the Shire of Meekatharra for 2021/22 are: 
17th of July 2021 

21st of August 2021 
18th September 2021 

16th October 2021 
20th November 2021 

17th of December 2021 at 2pm 
15th of January 2022 
19th February 2022 
19th of March 2022 

9th of April 2022 
21st of May 2022 
25th of June 2022 

All meetings are held in the Shire of Meekatharra Council Chambers at 9:30am unless otherwise stated. Last day to submit 
items for Council Meetings is Friday, 4:30pm two weeks before the Council Meeting occurs. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The 
Newsletter reaches hundreds of people each month 
through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the 
mail, and those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in 
the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  

Prices (from 1st of July 2021) 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page $74.05 $52.10 

Half Page $43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page $24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page $18.50 $13.95 



3 

 



4 

 

Page 3     Reconciliation Week Breakfast 

Page 5     From the Editor 

Page 6 & 7     CEO Council Message  

Page 10     Markus Simpson—Baseball Sponsorship 

Page 12     Lloyds Plaza—Shops available for Lease 

Page 16     Community Resource Centre Update  

Page 19     Easter Egg Hunt      

Page 24     Youth Focus Sneaker Design Competition    

Page 28     DV Alert Training coming to Meeka 

Page 33     Helen Ansell coming to Town in June 

Page 37     Red Dust Healing Workshop    

Page 40     Blast from the Past 

Page 43      Recipe 

Page 46     May Calendar 

INDEX PAGE 



5 

 

 

Dear Readers 

Last month Meeka was lucky enough to have the Murdoch Vet team come to town again to offer free 

sterilisations and health checkups for cats and dogs.  Through collaboration between  the Shire Rangers and 

team, Community Resource Centre, Yulella and the local animal lovers team 36 animals were desexed (18 cats 

and 18 dogs), 34  were microchipped and registered, 49 received vaccinations, health checks or tick treatment.  

A big thank you to all parties involved for making it the success it was.  Sterilisation is one key part in reducing 

the numbers of stray cats and dogs roaming the streets.  Missed out? You don’t have to wait a year for the 

Murdoch Vets to come back! Concession card holders can also get free desexing vouchers for Rick Fenny’s next 

visit. Come and see us at the Shire.       

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 



6 

 

CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 

 

Welcome to the May 2022 edition of The Dust CEO Council 

Message Report that provides information for all residents 

regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held on the 

9th of April 2022 as well as the Health, Building and Town 

Planning Committee meetings that was held on the same day. 

This section of The Dust is intended to provide a snapshot of 

the issues discussed at Council’s Ordinary Meetings that are 

held each month.   

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings are placed on 

the Council website as soon as possible within the prescribed 

time limit whereby they are confirmed at the next scheduled 

Council Meeting. Furthermore, items listed on the agenda 

when published for the community may not include all the 

items that were discussed at the Council Meeting, as provision 

is made for councillors and/or staff to introduce late items for 

consideration as permitted by legislation and Councils 

Standing Orders. Therefore, the following resolutions are only 

an extract of the full meeting agenda with the entire meeting 

proceedings being available in the official Council Minutes that 

are confirmed at the next meeting of Council.  

 

Items from the Ordinary Meeting 9 April 2022  

Item 9.3.4 – Application for Mining Tenement Miscellaneous 

Licence 51/122 

That Council approve the Application from M&M Walter 
Consulting on behalf of Cyprium Metals for approval of the 
application for Mining Tenement Miscellaneous Licence 
51/122 situated east of Yarrabubba as depicted on the 

attached Tengraph map and application.   

 

The above resolution confirms Council’s approval in regard to 
the request from M&M Walter Consulting on behalf of Cyprium 
Metals for approval of the application for Mining Tenement 

Miscellaneous Licence 51/122 situated east of Yarrabubba. 

 

Item 9.7.1 – Mission Australia Lease – 64 Hill Street 

Meekatharra  

That Council approves the Lease between the Shire of 
Meekatharra and Mission Australia for the premises located at 
64 Hill Street Meekatharra in accordance with the terms and 
conditions outlined in the Lease and approves the affixing of 

Councils Common Seal and execution of the Lease by the 

Chief Executive Officer and the Shire President. 

 

The above resolution confirms Council’s agreement between 

the Shire of Meekatharra and Mission Australia to formally 

lease the premises at 64 Hill Street Meekatharra to Mission 

Australia that they currently occupy and use for the purpose of 

a domestic violence safe house. 

 

Item 9.7.2 – Meekatharra Speedway Lease – Yulella 

Aboriginal Corporation  

That Council approve a request from the Meekatharra Yulella 
Aboriginal Corporation to enter into a lease arrangement for 
the management of the Meekatharra Speedway Complex 
located on Part Reserve 36131 that is vested under 
Management Order with the Shire of Meekatharra pending 

approval from the Minister for Lands. 

The above resolution confirms Council’s agreement to enter 
into a lease arrangement for the management of the 
Meekatharra Speedway complex located on Part Reserve 
36131 that is vested under Management Order with the Shire 
of Meekatharra following the dissolution of the former 

Meekatharra Speedway Club in 2021. 

 

Item 9.7.3 – Lloyds Café Lease – Mama Moon’s Bakery  

That Council approve executing the Lease between the Shire 
of Meekatharra and Mama Moon’s Bakery for the premises 
located at Shop 6 Café Lloyds Plaza 64 – 66 Main Street 
Meekatharra in accordance with the terms and conditions 
outlined in the Lease appended to this report, and approves 
the affixing of Councils Common Seal and execution of the 

Lease by the Chief Executive Officer and the Shire President. 

 

The above resolution confirms agreement to lease the Lloyds 

café shop to Mama Moon’s Bakery. The lease will commence 

in early May 2022. 

 

Further Information Snippets 

Extraordinary election – as previously advised in The 
Dust, an extraordinary election was scheduled for 
Saturday 14th of May 2022 due to the resignation of 
Cr Phil Moses in February this year. At the close of 
nominations only one (1) qualified nomination was 
received from Mr Maurice Anderson for the one 
vacancy. Therefore, in accordance with section 4.55 
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of the Local Government Act 1995, Maurice 
Anderson is duly elected for the remainder of the 
term until 21 October 2023. He will be formally 
sworn in as a Councillor for the Shire of Meekatharra 
at the next ordinary Council meeting on Saturday the 
21st of May 2022. 

Annual 2022/23 budget – the process for Councils 
2022/23 budget has commenced with Council 
approving its Fees and Charges, Allowances and 
Setting of the Annual Rate in the Dollar that are 
advertised for comment. Council intends to adopt the 
2022/23 budget at its meeting scheduled for the 25th 
of June 2022. 

Coles Express – a development application has been 
submitted by Coles Express Meekatharra which is 
compliant with Councils Town Planning Scheme and 
therefore does not require any formal Council 
approval. Coles Express intend to extend their 
internal shop area as well as develop the external 
car/truck bay areas.   

Meekatharra Swimming Pool – a review of the swimming 
pool infrastructure was completed and presented to 
Councils Health, Building and Planning Committee 
for consideration. The review included quotations for 
the painting, re-tiling and replacing of splash items in 
both the main pool and kids pool. Council has 
requested staff to submit an application for funding 
to the Department of Sport & Recreation. 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for 9.30am 

on Saturday the 21st of May 2022 and the next CEO Council 

Message column will appear shortly after this meeting in the 

June 2022 edition of The Dust to provide information from this 

Council meeting as well as general information updates to the 

community. Until the next edition Bye for Now! 

 

KJ Matthews - CEO 

The Shire has had the pleasure of two new managers joining the team this last month: Danny Humphries as Works & Services 

Manager (left picture) and Peter Dittrich as Deputy Chief Executive Officer (on the right). 

Danny grew up in Sandstone, used to be a pastoralist and worked at various local governments throughout the district. He has 

been told he has a beautiful back of the head but the most beautiful aspect to Danny is his furry little offsider Louie—a little 

Mount Magnet special. You may have already noticed increased activity and things happening in the works department and 

around town; that’s due to Danny having an affinity for getting things done and getting them done now. Procrastination is not in 

Danny’s vocabulary. 

Peter, too, has previously worked in the region, as CEO of the Shire of Murchison. He has gained a lot of experience and 

knowledge in various local governments as well as other sectors.  He believes the shire office isn’t ‘the Shire’ but that the people 

in administration merely act on behalf of the other departments and the community. Pete is looking forward to getting involved in 

the community and has already lodged his application with St John Ambulance (he’s been an ambo for many years, yay!). In 

terms of hobbies Pete says he’s “pretty boring”, he just goes to the gym or works on his ‘extreme anger management problem’. 

Lucky we have Louie the support dog to help with that.  (Pretty sure he’s joking.) 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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April has been a massive month at the Community Resource 
Centre.   
 
Due to an incident in late March at the CRC and another 
incident later that day, Anna has left the CRC and 
Meekatharra. We wish Anna all the best as she moves 
towards a new life with her dogs, somewhere where there is 
water and green grass and cooler weather.   
 
Nick also resigned to spend more time looking for Lazarus’s 
reef.  We wish him luck in finding that elusive Meeka Gold.   
 
Jo is now the manager, and we have 2 amazing new staff 
members.  Tiffany working part time and Mandy full time.  
Mandy will be going off to her Department of Transport 
Training soon. 
 
As you can imagine it has been a time of changes, challenges, 
and accomplishments as we are settle into our new roles.   
 
This week we are having our first ever sale!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Transport 

I apologise that the Department of Transport has not always 
been open when people expect.   
 
Our normal servicing days are Monday and Wednesday, 
however if we cannot service on one of those days, we will 
provide the service on Friday.   
 
Once Mandy and Tiffany have been trained, normal hours will 
be Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9am to 1pm.   
 
Our next testing day is Tuesday 17 May.  Make sure you come 
into book your test in person or hop onto the Dept of Transport 
website to make your booking.   

Mothers day Sale 

20% off moisturisers, soaps, 

lip balms, scented reed 

diffusers and hand wash.   

2 May to 6 May. 
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The Meekatharra Easter School Holidays bounced into top 

gear with thanks to Yulella for organising the town community 

Barbeque and Easter fun day. There was plenty of food and 

drinks, courtesy of Yulella which was good news as over 100 

members of our community converged upon the Meekatharra 

oval for a day filled with sports and games run by the Shire of 

Meekatharra Youth services team and the team from Youth 

Focus.  

The highlight of the day was no doubt the giant Easter egg 

hunt which saw the kids racing all over the sporting complex 

and oval to find as many of the eggs as possible before the 

perfect sunny day melted too many. Needless to say no one 

missed out and it was wonderful to witness the kindness of the 

older kids sharing with their younger family members and 

assisting them in finding the most well-hidden of the chocolate 

treats. 

The rest of the holidays were filled with busy days spent at 

Kidszone in the mornings where the little ones participated in 

archery, junior basketball, cooking, and the arts. While at night 

our older youths came to the youth centre for competitive 

games of cricket, volleyball and basketball. It was over all a 

fantastic time for the kids of Meeka and it was great to see so 

many kids regularly attending the activities. 

 

EGGCELLENT ADVENTURE FOR MEEKA KIDS 
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Youth Focus and 1OFF Store NAIDOC 

Week Sneaker Project 

Get Up Stand Up Show Up 

 

Youth Focus and 1OFF Store, with support from the 

ABC Foundation, Yulella, Meekatharra District High 

School and the Meeka Youth Shire Services have 

created a unique opportunity for young people in 

Meekatharra. 

 

Youth Focus is partnering with 1OFF Store to create an 

opportunity for young people in Meekatharra to express 

their cultural heritage through art and sharing good news 

stories from Meekatharra for NAIDOC Week 2022.   

Up to 14 young people in Meekatharra will have the 

opportunity to create, design and paint Nike Air Force 

Sneakers.  

Each week the young people in the Meekatharra High School 

- Future Endeavours class will attend the Youth Focus office 

on Main Street to design and create their artwork for their 

sneakers. During this time Meeka community members, 

Youth Focus staff, artists and others will be involved and 

invited to talk to the young people on a wide range of topics, 

from art and design to caring for your own social and 

emotional wellbeing.  

Two winning designs will be chosen by members of the 

Meekatharra community.  The winner will then have the 

opportunity to gift their sneakers to one West Coast Eagles 

player and one Fremantle Dockers player (to be announced 

at a later date), while still being able to keep a pair of 

sneakers for themselves.  

Each young person will get to keep the Nike Air Force 

sneakers that they create. We are also encouraging the 

young people involved in the project to choose an older 

family member or guardian to help create the design with 

them and to share the experience. During this project there 

will be lots of giveaways and recognition for those young 

people that are really involved in the process.  

Participants will also be given the opportunity to design a 

NAIDOC themed shirt to be sold at the 1OFF Store. Money 

from selling the shirts will be returned to Youth Focus. The 

young people involved in the project will have a say in how 

that money is spent.  

 

This project aims to: 

• Encourage young people to draw on cultural 

knowledge and heritage to restore resilience, hope 

and a meaningful sense of community through 

creative art.  

• Create an opportunity for the young people’s designs 

to be recognised and teaching them employability 

skills within the creative industry. 

• Create an environment where young people in 

Meekatharra can learn mental health literacy 

(resilience, self-esteem, managing anxiety, connection 

to the social and emotional well-being model of care).   

 

A documentary about the process will be developed by the 

1OFF Store team. This will be published on YouTube. Young 

people and their families will have the opportunity to see the 

video before it is published. 

 

For more information please don’t hesitate to contact the 

staff at Youth Focus, Main Street, Meekatharra. 

 

SNEAK A PEEK AT THE SNEAKER PROJECT 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

May 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

30 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 

31     1 

2 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

3 
 

4 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
 

5 
 

6 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

7 
 

Golf Open  
(Ambrose Day) 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

9am-11am 
 
 

8 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

Golf Open 
All Day 

9 
 

Red Dust Healing 
Workshop 

8.30am—3pm 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

10 
 

Red Dust Healing 
Workshop 

8.30am—3pm 

11 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
MARG 

Meeting 9:30am 
 

Containers for 
Change 

12:30pm-4:30pm 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

14 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

15 

16 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

17 
 

DV Alert Training 
9am—5pm 

 

18 
 

DV Alert Training 
9am—5pm 

 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

19 
 
 

20 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

21 
Federal Election 
Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Markets 

9:30am-1pm 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling 9-11am 

22 

23 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

24 25 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 

26 
 
 

27 
 
Reconciliation Week 

Breakfast  
8am—10am 

Shire Hall 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

 
 

28 
 

Containers for 
Change  

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 
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