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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submissions to be added to the community newsletter. We are chasing 
articles about things happening around town. If you have any articles with information about any upcoming community 
events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay $100 for articles that are related to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, 
photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more about this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community newspaper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first week of 
each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meekatharra 
WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alternatively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material 

contained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they 

purport to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the 

basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary 

taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice 

contained herein. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The 
Newsletter reaches hundreds of people each month 
through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the 
mail, and those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in 
the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  
 

Prices (from 1st of July 2022) 
 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page $74.05 $52.10 

Half Page $43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page $24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page $18.50 $13.95 
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Dear Readers, 

September is always a big month in Meeka, including our annual events we have a few more happening this year to make this 

month busy and so much fun. 

This month hosts R U OK? Day and Mission Australia are holding a morning tea and lunch on the 8th at Welcome Park to cele-

brate this event. More information on page 27. 

On the 10th The Struggling Kings are coming to town to perform their amazing songs for the community. There will be dinner, 

popcorn and more during this live music event. This event is alcohol and drug free. More information on page 16. 

The North West Central By-Election is on the 17th, voting is done at the Town Hall between 8am-6pm. 

The Meekatharra Outback Festival is happening over the Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend. Starting off with the Country 

themed Ball on the 23rd, Races on the 24th and the Side Show on the 25th. More information is on page 12 & 13. To keep up 

to date with the events of the weekend follow Meekatharra Dust and Meeka Race Club on Facebook. 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 

Welcome to the September 2022 edition of The Dust 

CEO Council Message Report that provides information 

for all residents regarding the Council ordinary meeting 

that was held on the 20th of August 2022 as well as the 

Health, Building and Town Planning Committee meeting 

that was held on the same day. This section of The Dust 

is intended to provide a snapshot of the issues 

discussed at Councils Ordinary Meetings that are held 

each month.   

 

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings are 

placed on the Council website as soon as possible 

within the prescribed time limit whereby they are 

confirmed at the next scheduled Council Meeting. 

Furthermore, items listed on the agenda when 

published for the community may not include all the 

items that were discussed at the Council Meeting, as 

provision is made for councillors and/or staff to 

introduce late items for consideration as permitted by 

legislation and Councils Standing Orders. Therefore, the 

following resolutions are only an extract of the full 

meeting agenda with the entire meeting proceedings 

being available in the official Council Minutes that are 

confirmed at the next meeting of Council.  

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Health, Building 

& Planning Meeting 20 August 2022  

 

Item 7.1.1 – Principal Environmental Health Officer/

Building Surveyor’s Report 

 

That the Principal Environmental Health Officers report 
be accepted. 

 

The above resolution included an update regarding the 

ongoing recent issues of sewerage at the Meekatharra 

Caravan Park and in particular where Council has 

insisted that the following be attended to without 

delay: 

• Sewage pumps and electrical switch board be 

replaced and upgraded. 

• Sewage tanks to be pumped daily, and 

• Sewage affected areas to be remediated. 

The above issues have now been satisfactorily been 

completed although regular monitoring will still occur. 

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary 

Meeting 20 August 2022  

 

Item 11.1 – Local Laws Review 

 

That Council adopts and makes the Shire of 
Meekatharra Health Local Law 2021 (that 

is not significantly different from the law that was 
proposed). 

AND 

That Council adopts and makes the Shire of 
Meekatharra Local Government Property 

and Public Places Local Law 2021 (that is not 
significantly different from the law that 

was proposed). 

AND 

That Council authorizes the affixing of the Common Seal 
of the Shire of Meekatharra 

to the Local Laws adopted above. 

 

The above resolution confirms Councils endorsement of 
the Health Local Law 2021 and the Local Government 
and Public Places Local Law 2021 that will now be 
gazetted and come into force 14 days after gazettal. 

Item 13.3 – Lloyds Plaza Relocation and Lease 

Meekatharra Community Resource Centre 

 

That Council approve the relocation of the Meekatharra 
Community Resource Centre from its current location to 
occupy the Museum, CRC1 and CRC2, and the Art 
Gallery (on a co-shared basis) area of the Lloyds Plaza 
Complex in accordance with the Terms and Conditions 
of the Lease appended to this Report, and approves the 
execution of the Lease by the Chief Executive Officer and 
the Shire President and affixing of Councils Common 
Seal. 

The above resolution confirms Councils agreement for 

the Meekatharra Community Resource Centre (CRC) to 
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relocate from its current premises to the Lloyds Plaza 

Complex. The relocation of the CRC from its current 

premises to the Lloyds Plaza will be under the same 

terms and conditions as those that currently apply. 

While the relocation of the CRC to Lloyds was originally 

planned when Lloyds Plaza was constructed and 

opened, for various reasons this did not occur. Council 

is therefore pleased to see that the CRC will soon 

occupy the Lloyds Plaza that will provide additional use 

of the complex and provide more opportunities for the 

CRC to expand. 

 

Further Information Snippets 

• Staff changes – Council bid farewell to Ms Runny 
Vong in August as our Finance Officer who has 
departed to further her career in Perth and we 
wish her all the best. Mr Kezang Dorji has been 
appointed as the new Finance Officer and Ms Lisa 
Bracknell appointed as the Assistant Finance 
Officer. We also welcome Mr Lawrence Hinrichs 
as our Roads Administration Supervisor and the 

promotion of Mr Stephen Hoare as our Rural 
Roads Supervisor. 

• Town Street Widening Works – the widening 
extension works for Savage and Streets have 
been delayed due to unforeseen circumstances. 
Originally planned for August, these works will 
now be scheduled for mid to end of September 
and a Public Notice will be issued advising the 
community of the rescheduled works and street 
closures. 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for 

9.30am on Saturday the 17th of September 2022 and 

the next CEO Council Message column will appear 

shortly after this meeting in the October 2022 edition 

of The Dust to provide information from this Council 

meeting as well as general information updates to the 

community. Until the next edition Bye for Now! 

 

KJ Matthews – CEO 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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There were many people in Meekatharra rubbing their eyes 

in disbelief on Thursday afternoon 25th August at the sight of 

six camels, one dog and a bearded man walking down the 

main street. 

John Elliott was on the final stretch of a mammoth 3 ½ year 

trek around Australia with his camels - Cam, Bill (the bastard), 

Jackson, Ted, Arthur and Charlie and his dog, a blue heeler/

dingo cross, Bruski. 

Living the corporate life, in Perth as an insurance broker, 

nightclub owner and highflyer John thought he had it all but 

one day decided he didn’t want his life to only ever be about 

chasing money. He sold or gave away all his possessions and 

began looking for a new adventure that would push him out 

of his comfort zone. 

Camels have certainly done that. John spent time at the Cam-

el Connection, Victoria and  Pilbara Camel Trekking, Parabur-

doo, WA, learning how to train and handle camels before 

purchasing his own camels, four of whom were captured in 

the Simpson Desert, one who came from Goondiwindi, QLD 

and the sixth from Broken Hill, NSW. 

Normally John and his team average around 25 kms per day 

but their fastest five days was the 200 kms leading into 

Meekatharra. ‘Knowing there was a pub at the end of those 

days spurred me on a bit!’ John said, with a grin. When asked 

how that first beer tasted John, with a big grin, replied, ‘It 

was pretty damn good’. 

Having traversed over 11000 kms John and his team have 

faced every kind of weather condition from droughts, fires, 

floods, snowstorms, heat and wind. Continuous moist ground 

can cause issues for the camel’s feet as can hard roadways 

which is why John has no set route but prefers to trek where 

his camels are most comfortable. 

Carrying two months of dried food supplies as well as 300 

litres of water means John has not been severely impacted by 

Covid restrictions, other than spending two weeks in hotel 

quarantine in Tasmania.  

‘It means I can avoid towns quite often. I am probably the 

most self – isolated person in Australia’, John laughs.  

The trek hasn’t been completely trouble free with John hav-

ing an incident in the High Country of Victoria when a wet 

track gave way under him and the camels, sending them slid-

ing towards the river, whilst in Tasmania a washed out track 

required the help of the SES to assist and encourage the cam-

els back to firm terrain. John carries a range of emergency 

equipment with him at all times as well as a substantial first 

aid kit. 

This journey isn’t just about John finding new adventures. 

John is also raising money for the charity ‘Skin Check Champi-

ons’ (www.skincheckchampions.com).  

‘I was lucky that I had a skin check before leaving on my trip. 

The doctor discovered a stage one melanoma on my back 

and was able to remove it. If I hadn’t been doing this trip it 

may not have been discovered in time’, John said. 

John’s journey with his four legged friends is due to finish in 

Geraldton in October, with the City of Geraldton having a 

range of events and celebrations planned. Whilst John hasn’t 

decided on his future plans one thing is for certain: The cam-

els will be retiring to a nice green paddock for a well-

deserved rest. 

To find more out about John’s journey and adventures you 

can go to: 

www.johnelliott.com.au 

Instagram @johnelliott 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insurancegod 

CORPORATE TO 

CAMELEER 
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Kids Zone is always such a magical place for the kids of 

Meekatharra to play, use their imaginations and create life 

long memories with the other kids and the  incredible staff. 

In the past few weeks Kids Zone has been exploring making 

forts around the yard. The kids have been using whatever 

they can find to make a roof, walls and floor. A fort would  

not be a fort without some toys, pillows and blankets. The 

kids have let their imaginations run wild thinking of the 

different designs they could do.  

Playing dress ups and pretending to be a superhero or royalty 

is a great part of being a kid. The kids at Kids Zone have been 

making the most of the costumes they have and acting out 

how they believe the characters behave.  

Kids Zone is a great place to be and make memories. Open 

Monday– Friday 3pm-5pm during the school term for ages 4-

9 years old. 

 

KIDS ZONE UPDATE 
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It's not every day you see Citroen cars from the 70's driving 

around town. Meeka was lucky enough to have the Associa-

tion of Citroen Enthusiasts Western Australia (A.C.E. WA) 

driving through town to pick up supplies on their way. They 

are a group of like-minded car enthusiasts who gather to-

gether every four years to do daring tracks across the coun-

try, called the ACE Raid 2022. Currently, they are on day 12 of 

a 28-day trip. This time they are making their way up to Lake 

Argyle from Perth following parts of the Canning Stock Route. 

The group of eight cars is made up of people from around the 

world who travel to WA to join in on the fun of driving 

around the outback and seeing new places. Two couples are 

from Europe and have made sure to make the trip to see the 

great Australian outback in one of the most unique ways. The 

group camps in the outback and bond over their love for the 

old cars. They trade stories, tips and tricks about these fasci-

nating cars. 

The trip is about the journey, not just 

the destination. The group has taken 

the most scenic route to their Kimber-

ley destination. They started in Perth 

and made their way through to the 

Goldfields and are now into the Mid-

west area of their trip. They pass through stations, and towns 

and try to stay as off-road as they can to make the experi-

ence more special. Only come to town when they need sup-

plies and fuel. 

These cars take 95 or 98 fuel, which is hard to come by in the 

country. So they make the most of it when they are able to 

find it and stock up. Thankfully these cars are very fuel effi-

cient and only use around 7L per 100ks, less when they are 

taking it slow. 

The group travels with three support cars to ensure their 

safety, these are modern 4WD’s. Although they are now left 

with two after one had issues with tyres and is currently in 

Geraldton getting everything patched up. 

This club is very unique and they all look like they are having 

a blast! 

CITROEN CAR CLUB VISITS MEEKA 
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How long have you been volunteering with the ambos? 

I started with the ambos here in 2011. Last month I had the 

honour and pleasure of going to the St John conference in 

Perth where I received a 10-year service medal – I didn’t real-

ise you get a proper medal so I was very chuffed! St John do 

know how to celebrate and recognise their volunteers and do 

it very well – it was a great award ceremony, conference and 

ball. Free food! Yay! 

What made you start volunteering? 

It was a medical incident where I witnessed someone falling 

unconscious. I had done a first aid certificate a few years pri-

or but my mind was racing and all I could remember was the 

recovery position (putting the person on their side to keep 

their airway clear). Apart from that I had no idea what was 

going on – were they having a heart attack? A stroke? What is 

happening!? That was a real motivator to refresh my 

knowledge and learn more. I had a few friends around me at 

the time who were ambos so they inspired me to follow suit. 

What do you do as part of your role? 

I am an Emergency Medical Technician and Volunteer Devel-

opment Officer which means I attend to patients in the back 

of the ambulance and also deliver training for my fellow am-

bos. 

We attend on average 3-4 calls a week with about 50% of 

calls being simple transfers from the hospital to the RFDS 

base for patients to be flown to Perth or Geraldton. We also 

do event attendance, for example going to Landor or the rac-

es in town which is good fun. 

What do you like most about it? 

Personally, I find the medical side of things really fascinating. 

I love having solid emergency care experience so that when 

people are having a terrible day, because they just rolled 

their car or broke their hip or are suffering a heart attack, I 

can help – whether as part of the ambulance service in town 

or just as a first aider when I’m elsewhere.  

I also really enjoy the comradery amongst our ambos – we 

have a great bunch of people!  

What’s the worst aspect? 

I must admit I don’t like some of the alcohol induced 2am 

callouts – whether it’s the ‘pissed and fell over’ incidents or 

violent altercations because people don’t know when to stop 

and walk away – it’s so preventable… Luckily, I feel the num-

INTERVIEW WITH SVENJA CLARE FROM MEEKATHARRA 

ST JOHN AMBULANCE  
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ber of alcohol-induced callouts has reduced over the years 

(not sure about the stats but that’s my perception) plus I’ve 

learnt to look after myself and not burn out.  

Do you have any interesting/funny/fascinating stories you 

can share? 

I remember one callout to a rollover between Meeka and Cue 

a few years ago. The patient had a broken arm but apart from 

that was surprisingly well as the car was a total write off. I 

wanted to call our Clinical Support Paramedic in Perth to run 

a few things by them but the only place I could get reception 

was on top of the firetruck overlooking the beautiful Outback 

scenery. That was a moment where I had to pinch myself 

given the absurdity of the situation… This young German 

backpacker being out here in the Outback on top of a fire-

truck with a patient in the ambulance that I was responsible 

for. Crazy. 

What’s something people don’t know or should know about 

volunteering with the ambos or volunteering in general? 

It’s not all blood and gore – people don’t give it a go because 

they think they can’t handle it. Many of our calls are simple 

transfers where the patients are already packaged up and 

stable – nice and cruisy jobs. Of course we do get trauma jobs 

every now and again but it’s not that often and as volunteers 

we always get a bit of info first up so if someone really can’t 

handle blood or whatever their trigger may be, they always 

have the option to decline the call.  

Furthermore, there are behind the scenes support roles too – 

we would love volunteers who could help with washing the 

vans, doing maintenance/repair jobs at the subcentre, do 

stocktakes and expiry date checks.  

And did you know there’s a thing called “Voluntourism” 

where you can help out at other subcentres? I just did a week 

down in Margaret River during my holiday which was super 

interesting and the scenery was gorgeous! Plus a week’s free 

accommodation in Margs – hell yeah! 

Do you need more vollies? How do people go about signing 

up? 

Yes absolutely. We’ve got 7 vollies at the moment which is a 

great improvement already but will happily take more – as 

mentioned above not just for the ambulance driving/

attending jobs but also for the support roles. 

People can jump online https://stjohnwa.com.au/changelives 

to find out more and sign up or they can come to the subcen-

tre first (we meet fortnightly Wednesdays 6pm for training) 

to have a look and a chat first. There are a few requirements 

(drivers’ licence, police clearance etc) but all the training is 

provided. 

Volunteering with St John has some great perks (on top of 

free food and shiny medals at the conference haha) so it’s 

worthwhile checking it out. 
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Tasty food doesn't have to cost the earth, and with a few 

savvy cooking tricks we can turn out tasty meals. Here are 

some of our favourite cheap and cheerful ways to eat deli-

cious, healthy food all year round.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spice spice, baby 

Beans, peas and lentils are nutrition powerhouses, cost less 

than $1 a serve and are so, so flexible. Think Mexican-

inspired bean soup, warmly spiced lentil dhals and fragrant 

Moroccan chickpeas. Investing $5 in some versatile dried 

spices and combining them in different ways works out 

cheaper than buying single-serve spice mixes and pastes and 

gives you more control over the flavour. Ground cumin, cori-

ander and smoked paprika are some of my favourites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go for canned and frozen 

Some of our favourite fresh vegies are more expensive at the 

moment, so it’s a great time to try out canned and frozen 

options. For a cheap and delicious green side dish, fry off gar-

lic, add frozen green beans, frozen peas and fresh or frozen 

broccoli. Toss around and finish with a drizzle of olive oil, 

pepper and a good squeeze of lemon (hopefully free from a 

neighbourhood tree!).  

Soup-er savings 

A packet of soup mix (dried lentils, barley, beans etc) + stock 

(homemade or powdered is cheapest) + the last of the vegies 

lurking in the crisper = a wholesome, delicious and nourishing 

soup that can feed an army for just a few dollars. Fancy it up 

with a swirl of 

pesto, some 

tasty dip or a 

strong cheese. 

Perfect winter 

food.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cook root-to-leaf 

Now is not the time to let good food go to waste! Keep an 

eye on your perishable foods, even putting them in a more 

prominent spot in the fridge so you can take action before 

they get icky. Wilted herbs can be frozen in olive oil in ice-

cube trays, brown bananas are THE BEST for baking, and sad 

vegies (stems, leaves and all) can become delicious soup in a 

jiffy. We've got loads of tips over here to help the planet and 

save your hard-earned dollars.    

Get vegie-curious 

Meat is often one of the more expensive elements in a dish, 

so why not try some tasty vegetarian alternatives? Beans and 

legumes are a steal, and tofu, eggs, tinned fish and cheese 

are still usually cheaper than meat. You don’t have to go full 

vego to save - cut down on meat portion sizes and bulk up 

meals with cheaper foods. For example, add a tin of lentils to 

a Bolognese, throw some peanuts into a stir-fry or add pota-

toes or tinned beans to a casserole or curry.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retrieved from https://livelighter.com.au/news/cut-costs-not-

flavour 

CUT COSTS, NOT FLAVOUR 

https://livelighter.com.au/eating-well/healthy-eating/fruit-and-veg/fresh-vs-alternatives
https://livelighter.com.au/eating-well/healthy-eating/fruit-and-veg/fresh-vs-alternatives
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

September 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

29 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

30 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

31 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
@ Oval 

 

1 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 

2 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 
 

3 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

4 

5 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

6 
Rhyme Time 10am 

@ Shire Library 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
Pediatrician  
@ Hospital 

7 
Department of 

Transport @ Yulella 
2pm-4pm 

 
KindiLink 

11am-1pm 
 

Containers for 
Change  

12:30pm-4:30pm 
 

Adults Sports 

8 
R U OK? Day Morn-
ing Tea and Lunch 

10:30am-1pm 
@ Welcome Park 

 
Department of 

Transport @ CRC 
9am-3:30pm 

 
On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 

9 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

10 
The Struggling 

Kings Band  
6pm @ Oval 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
9am-11am 

 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Lions Outback 

Vision 
 

Midwife 
@ Clinic 

 

13 
Rhyme Time 10am 

 
Lions Outback 

Vision 
 

Midwife @ Clinic 
 

Physio @ Hospital 
 

 
 

 

14 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
 

Dentist @ Clinic 

15 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
Dentist @ Clinic 

 
Diabetes Team 

@ Clinic 

16 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 
Dentist @ Clinic 

 
 

 

17 
North West Central 
By-Election @ Shire 

Hall 8am-6pm 
 

Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

18 

19 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Dentist @ Clinic 

 
Renal Nurse 

@ Clinic 
 

 

20 
Rhyme Time 10am 

 
Dentist @ Clinic 

 
ICDC Team  

@ Hospital/Clinic 
 

360 Health @ Clinic 

21 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
 

Adults Sports 
 

Dentist @ Clinic 

22 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

 
 

23 
 

Outback Festival 
Country Ball 

7pm @ Town Hall 
 

 
 
 
 

24 
 

Races 
12pm @ Race 

Course 
 
 

25 
 

Outback Festival 
Side Show 
1pm-8pm 

@ Oval 

26 
 

Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

 
 
 

27 
 

Rhyme Time  
10am 

 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

Containers for 
Change 

12:30pm-4:30pm 
 

Adults Sports 
6pm-8pm 

 
 
 

29 
 
 

 
 

30 
 

Tech Training Night 
5pm-9pm 

@Community Hub 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
 

Containers for 
Change  

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 
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