
Issue  Number 211—April 2010 Cost $ 2.00 incl. GST 

Meekatharra made the GWN news on April 1st due to a couple  of 

pranksters  in town offering Meekatharra and most of the businesses up 

for sale as a prank for April Fools Day !  



The Meekatharra Dust 2 
April 2010  

 

 

 

If you would like to 

subscribe to the The 

Meekatharra Dust simply 

complete the form below 

and send with your 

payment to: 

Subscriptions are:  

(1) Address in WA: $33.00 (inc GST) 

(2) Address in other States $38.50 (inc GST) 

Subscriptions are for a 12 month period. 

‘The Meekatharra Dust’ is a non-

profit community newspaper. 

 

Articles or advertisements can be 

posted to  

PO Box 315 Meekatharra,  

faxed on   

(08) 9981 1505  

or left at the Shire Office  

Or try emailing us at 
admin@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

 

Advertising Rates:   

 

Hi Readers, 

I hope you all enjoyed your Easter break!  

This is actually my last Edition of the 

Dust as I am leaving Meeka in July so I 

am handing the reigns over now to our 

new team member Sam Needle .  

I have really enjoyed Editing the Dust for 

the last 10 months and wish Sam all the 

best. Don’t forget to help her out with any 

articles etc you would like submitted! 

And Lastly don’t forget your Mum for 

Mother’s Day on Sunday May 9th!  

Take Care & Good-Bye  

Rach :)  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

If I had a flower for each 
time I thought of my Moth-
er , I could walk in my 

garden forever !  

CO-ORDINATOR 

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

PO BOX 315 

Meekatharra WA 6642 

 
NAME:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS _______________ 

_____________________________ 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $46.50 $66 

Half Page $23.80 $38.50 

Quarter Page $14.70 $22.00 

Eighth Page $12.45 $16.50 
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EVENTS NOT TO MISS 

 THIS MONTH 
 Mothers Day - Sunday 9th 

 Telecentre Committee Meeting - Tuesday 11th 

 Festival Committee Meeting - Wednesday 12th  

 Trivia Night - Friday 14th 

 Ordinary Council Meeting - Saturday 15th  

 Interagency Meeting - Tuesday 18th  

 Australia's Biggest Morning Tea - Thursday 27th  

 Race Club Committee Meeting - Thursday 27th  

 

 

Disclaimer: The Meekatharra Dust is a publication of the Shire of Meekatharra. 
The Shire of Meekatharra, staff and councillors, take no responsibility for accuracy of or omissions in any material published. 
Information contained within the Meekatharra Dust does not necessarily reflect the views of The Shire of Meekatharra or its employees or 
councillors. 

Calling for Submissions 
If you have any articles with information, about events, or photos 

you have taken that you would like included in the Meekatharra 

Dust, please drop them into Rachel at the Shire before the closing 

date shown on the back page.  
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Library  
 
We know our library is of the small 
scale, but we hope we have most of 
what you need. We get an exchange 
every month. The number of items 
we receive is much smaller though. 
 
If there is anything specific that any 
reader would like we can order it 
from another library for you. 
(Sometimes this can take time for 
them to be sent to us) 
 
Please note that you must be an 
existing member of the library 
to order in books. 
 

Located in the Shire Office  
 

 
The Library is open:  

Monday to Friday  
from  

8 am to 4.30 pm. 

 
Library Info. 

 
We have a number 

of library books 

and DVDs that 

have not been 

returned and are 

overdue.  Please 

could you check 

that you have 

r e t u r n e d  a l l 

overdue library 

items.  Thank you 

Sam  

Newman Vet  

Meekatharra 
 

Dr. Rick Fenny 
Located at Paddy’s Flat 

For appointments phone: 9175 1309 or  
0408 936 061 

EMERGENCY ADVICE : 9175 1309  
or Dalkeith Veterinary Clinic on 9386 6277 
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The Shire would like to welcome Kelly 

Fuhrmann to the position of              

Community Development/

Administration Officer. Kelly replaces 

Stella Johnson who left us for Sunny 

Cairns in March.  

We also welcome Sam Needle as          

Administration Assistant replacing       

Rachel Hucks who is working as Youth 

Coordinator for The Shire for 3 months 

before moving back to Kalgoorlie and 

then travelling. 

Please make them welcome.  Sam Needle & Kelly Fuhrmann  
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SEEKING 

EXPRESSIONS 

OF INTEREST  

FOR FIRST AID 

COURSES 

We Need At Least 

20 People to Run! 

Register your 

Interest with Peter 

Clancy 9981 1088 

 

 

FOR SALE 
DVD Holder/Bookcase $20 

Single Fold Out Portable Bed $20 

10 Drawer Chrome & Plastic Storage   

Trolley $20  

 

0417 948 506 
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 Physiotherapist— Brian Poller  3rd May  

 Podiatrist— Gerard Huck   4th May  

  

MEEKATHARRA HEALTH CENTRE 

VISTING SERVICES—MAY 2010 

  

     

   

  

  

  

   

  

DENTAL VISITS TO MEEKATHARRA —2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone contact numbers during above periods only 

Meekatharra Dental Clinic : 9981 0640 

Mobile Dental Clinic : 0427 386 647 

For More Information : Dental Health Services (Perth) : 9313 0555 

 Speech Pathologist, Occupational Therapist— Referrals to Cue Primary Health : 9963 1539 

 Psychiatrist—Mental Health Team : 9981 0625 

 Other visiting specialists include Ear, Nose & Throat Specialist, Physician & Pediatric Physiotherapist  

As all dates are subject to change—please confirm appointments the day before. 

(Appointments availability is usually determined by prioritising according to health needs) 

RFDS MEDICAL SERVICE  

Outpatient Opening Times : Monday—Friday 9am—12 noon (except Thursday 10am—12 

noon) & 2pm—4pm. Medical Services are prioritised according to urgency. 

After Hours is for EMERGENCIES Only 

  

 Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS) 18th May   

 Pediatrician— Dr Jehangir   24th & 25th May  

 Pediatric Physiotherapist   24th & 25th May  

  

For Appointments—Community Health : 9981 0638 

For Appointments—Hospital Reception: 9981 0600 
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Squash Court 

 OPEN  
 

Located at the back of the Sports Complex 

Agreements, Keys and Tokens are available from the Shire Office. 

Fees and Charges are as follows : 

 Key Bond (Fully refundable) - $100 Cash. 

 Court Hire—$11.00 per token = one hours use 

 We do not hire equipment (racquets/balls etc) 

 Entry is permitted to key holders only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The town Swimming Pool is now closed for the cooler season. 

Could all AŌer Hours Key Holders please return your keys to the Shire 

Office as soon as possible to collect your key deposit. 

If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us at the Shire   

Office on 99811002. 
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Wishing you all the 

Best for your 21st 

Birthday on Saturday 

1st May !! 

All your friends and 

colleagues at the 

Shire!  

 Maya Grace Marjaana Donnachy was born on 

14.04.10 at 11.08pm at King Edward Memorial 

Hospital to proud 

parents Todd & 
Janna Donnachy. 

She weighed 3580g 

and was 50.5cm in 
length.  
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If you have any birthdays you would like placed in the Meeka-

tharra Dust please call Rachel on 9981  1002  

May Birthdays 

Alkira Hoare   17th 

Annie McCall   18th  

Kurtlee Kelly   18th 

Patricia Yates   19th 

Annette Allison  19th 

Kelly Hall    19th 

Tyler Rodgers   21st 

Kay Wingo    21st 

Tyler Rodgers   21st 

Christopher Shay  22nd 

Josephine Green  23rd  

Keenan Flanagan  24th 

Raylene Green   24th 

Jaydon Gilbert   25th 

Liam Gilbert   26th 

Nixon Gilbert   26th 

Marshall Mongoo  29th 

Ronnie Lambrecht  1st 

Clifford Curley  1st 

Glenette Wingo   1st 

Glexis Robinson  2nd 

Briana Ulph   2nd 

Brandon Mongoo  3rd 

Lauren Howden  4th 

Phillip Robinson  6th 

Clair Quartermaine  7th 

Anthony Lloyd   8th 

Leeton Redmond  8th 

Darryl Tressider  9th 

Wayne Mongoo   10th 

Naomi Johnston  11th 

Nicole King    11th 

Tamika Byrne   15th 

Luther King    15th 

Paige Amalfi   16th 

Ashlyn Binsiar   16th   
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The following businesses were subject to the 

April Fools Day Prank from Left to Right Top 

to Bottom - Shire Office, Commercial Hotel, 

Police Station, Farmer Jacks, Hospital and 

the School.  
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 Dates Have Been Decided For The Following Events ... 

 Friday 14th May - Trivia Night   

 Saturday 24th July - Fancy Dress Ball.                                  

 Theme -  ' MKA '  ( anything starting with the letters M, K or A) 

 

 

 

 Meekatharra Festival Meeting            
Update 

The Next Festival Meeting Will Be Held On:  

Wednesday 12th May 2010 

Time: 5.00pm 

Venue: Council Chambers 

All Old and New Committee Members welcome  

 



The Meekatharra Dust 24 
April 2010  

 

 

 

 

FREE PROMOTIONS 

Any non profit organisations or activities which are purely for the benefit of the Meekatharra 

and surrounding communities can promote themselves free on Meeka FM in many ways. 

 We can create a promo and have it played at specific times on air 

 We can promote your service/activity while we are on air 

 We can get you into the studio to record a promo 

 We can do phone interviews to promote your services 

So if you’re wondering how you can get your message out to the community with very little 

effort, please contact Meeka FM 98.3 

Email: meekafm@bigpond.com 

PH/FAX: 08 9981 1358 

Anita’s mobile: 0400761747 
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  MEEKATHARRA   

 CARAVAN   PARK 
     
  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

    

       CHEAP FUEL     MINI DELI        

 GAS BOTTLE REFILLS     ICE             

   GOLDEN FRIED CHICKEN    

         

 



The Meekatharra Dust 26 
April 2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 27 
April 2010 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 28 
April 2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 29 
April 2010 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 30 
April 2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 31 
April 2010 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 32 
April 2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 33 
April 2010 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 34 
April 2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 35 
April 2010 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 36 
April 2010  

 

 

 

Meekatharra’s  
Community Gym – OPEN 

Located at the Indoor Cricket Centre on High Street 
 

State of the art equipment is now set up including a 

treadmill, rowing machine, a variety of weights and 

much more! 

Gym agreements and keys are available from the 

Shire office (a fee applies for key holders) 

 Entry is permitted to key holders only 

between 5am and 10pm daily 

 

"Meeka FM is looking for new volunteers.  

 Training will be provided where needed 

and program times are very flexible. 

Please call 99811358  

or email: meekafm@westnet.com.au 
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The Meekatharra Telecentre provides opportunity for individuals & businesses 

to flourish by providing services like Banking, Video Conferencing, Photocopy-

ing, Internet Access etc. Moreover, there is no other business that provides the-

se     basic services. 

The Telecentre is Community owned & managed.  The Management CommiƩee 

would like to invite people to have a say in the decision making process at their 

next CommiƩee MeeƟng. 
 

Where: Meekatharra Telecentre 

CommiƩee MeeƟng 
55 Main Street         

Ph: (08) 99 801 811 
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ANIMAL ANTICS  
Time is flying and another month has gone.  We continue to battle with dogs roaming 
the streets.  I feel sorry for people who have to endure dog fights in front of their hous-
es and not having any avenues to get help.  I can’t stress enough the importance of 
sterilisation, training and most of all lock your bloody animals up.  It breaks my heart 
to get a call to come and see a pup that has been run over when all you have to do is 
keep the animal in your yard.  Also the number of complaints of dog bites is growing 
every year.   

If you are bitten I can’t do anything about the dog but there are things you can do.  
Verbal and written report to the shire, and police so they can act on it.     

If you have problems keeping your dogs in the yard there are ways . The good old dog 
chain when you are away, but please remember to walk the dog and supervise when 
they’re off.  These days we are blessed with technology.  Yes it is expensive but there 
are collars for barking,  electric fences just ask around and there is also the internet for 
information.  Male dogs do need sterilisation to stop the urge and wandering.           
Contrary to everyones belief I do not know every dog in town.  If you have a stray dog  
check to see if it has a tag if registered get the   number and then contact the shire.  If 
you have lost a dog please let the shire know. 

Now on the human animal , people are very quick not to take responsibility.  Please do 
not use the excuse ‘everyone else in town does it.’ YOU  were caught take responsibil-
ity.  This goes for the kids no wonder kids behaviour is worse than the animals .  I’m 
sure they grow up believing they’re dogs  The amount of times I hear parents calling 
kids dogs and even the c… word no wonder our kids have no self esteem.  It saddens 
me that kids have to destroy, stone and mutilate an already dead animal and worse yet 
the ways they hurt and kill animals.    

I watched a sci fi movie once where they rounded up people that lived on the street and            
destroyed them.  Is this our future too ; Would parents start to take note and keep their 
kids at home if this happened and kids were put in  institutions and they lost their 
money.  Would they start to take responsibility?  Makes you think.  What happen to the 
community spirit where people helped each other out when times are tough through 
no choice of their own.   

Where would we be if the Anzacs didn’t fight and you listen to some who want it 
scrapped   because it glorifies war.  With all the education they have missed the point .  
Its about remembering the ones who fought so we can have freedom. 

On that note take care 

Jo Burgemeister   

0428952791 
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March Sudoku        

Solution  

 
April Crossword  

March Crossword                     

Solution  

Sudoku is the logic based number game, also know 
as number place. The game is simple to play with the 
aim being to fill the empty cells of the Sodoku grid 
so that each column, row and 3x3 grid contain the 

digits 1 to 9. 

April           
Sudoku 

Across 
1. Aquatic mammal (5) 
4. Striped equine (5) 
7. Watered (9) 
8. Flows back (4) 
10. Tennis stoke (5) 
13. Arm bone (5) 
14. Disparaging remark (4) 
17. Essential (9) 
19. Rear part of a ship (5) 

Down 
1. Relinquished (6) 
2. Atmosphere (3) 
3. Boundary of a surface (4) 
4. Stringed instrument (6) 
5. Confound (7) 
6. Desiccated (4) 
9. State of equilibrium (7) 
11. Bird of prey (6) 
12. Implement for writing or drawing (6) 
15. Optical device (4) 
16. Small snakes (4) 
18. Colony insect (3) 
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Colour in and give to your Mum for Mother’s Day 
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ANZAC DAY – WHAT A JOKE! 
 

I was thinking about Anzac Day and the fact that I always saw it as a glorification of war and 
an excuse for Veterans to have a day with mates, play two-up and drink far too much. 

My opinion has changed and I am ashamed that I ever felt that way. 

Some of our boys were scared and some set off to fight for their country infused with national 
pride and a sense of adventure, but all too soon their naivete  became the cruel realization 
that you can die a hundred times a day.  War films are a true crime against humanity because 
they never portray the gruesome reality, just men who die “cleanly”.  Oh to be sure the movies 
show blood, but that is in a desensitized manner as one cannot see bones protruding from 
blown off extremities or internal organs spilling out of a young man’s body whilst he screams 
in excruciating agony.  In films we don’t feel the earth literally moving beneath our feet for 
hour on end or feel the deafening pounding in our eardrums from shells as they explode 
around us.  Is it any wonder many suffered from shellshock? 

Once at the battlefront, all of them must have been in constant fear and yet they still            
remained.  There were of course many times of inaction, but the ever-present expectation of 
conflict must have had them living daily on the edge with nerves rubbed raw.  When the       
advance began I know I would at best remained stock-still but most probably run in the        
opposite direction and become a deserter – and yet soldiers did move forward which is    
something I cannot begin to comprehend.  Men and women are given medals for courage and 
justly so, but I believe all who lived that terror and continue are profoundly brave. 

I think I know why ex-soldiers don’t freely tell of their experiences of battle or in P.O.W. 
camps, as none of us would willingly cut open our soul eager for further pain.  Ask these men 
who lost their youth and innocence what being “stressed out” really is.  Nowadays, if we are in 
an anxiety situation, trauma counselling is available to us within hours, but these lads who 
lived with it for years didn’t have that – they only had each other.  Being part of that            
brotherhood on Anzac Day, where comrades share reminisces of those years away must be a 
deep consolation.  It can only be a fellow soldier that truly understands without words the    
horror of war, something which a wife or mother can never share.  From a selfish point we 
have always been ecstatic to have our boys home as we loved and missed them.  But all too 
often we expected them to settle down into daily life as if all the horror they saw never hap-
pened.  Many did not make it back to our shores and some came back with physical            
disabilities, but they all came home with scars on their hearts. 

I saw a photograph of young Vietnam returnees on parade, where a woman had covered   
herself with red paint and thrown herself at them.  It brought me to tears and I shall never   
forget the look of pain and shock in the eyes of the soldiers.  You see I have mercifully never 
felt as though ice was melting in my veins from fear.  Their lives had already been irrevocably 
changed before they returned to Australia – and this was their welcome back. 

So here’s to Anzac Day – get out there and go to a Dawn Service and make sure that you 
thank a Veteran for what they did for you.  Watch the march or better still take part in it if you 
are eligible on 25th April.  Seeing a child march with or instead of their deceased relative has 
to bring a lump to your throat and I pray that the young person may never experience what Pa 
went through. 

Ellen O’Dempsey 

April 1990 
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For Integrity Bookings Please Call (08) 95 746 707 

or call in & see Russell at the Meekatharra Post 
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Dust News from Frontier Services Murchison Patrol April 2010  
 

While attending the North West Regional Gathering of the Uniting Church in March 
at Tom Price – Alastair and I were able to explore a ‘wee’ bit of local gorges with 
Rev Judy Knowling and found the flies rather sticky!! 

 
Directions to the wearer of such fine apparel –  

Purchase a hat with a net 
Take the hat with you when walking 
Place the hat on head with the net falling around the brim 
Madly wave arms in all directions for about 30 seconds 
Quickly pull down the net over the face 
Wait a few seconds to see if you have been successful 
If not- repeat instructions from3 – 
Be careful not to leave any gaps between netting and clothing – because those dreaded flies will enter!! 

 
32 youth from Mowanjam Community (near Derby): 

Stayed overnight in Meeka at the Church on Easter Saturday - on their way to Perth for the holidays sponsored 
by the Floreat Uniting Church. 

Breakfast @ 6am 18deg: 
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Weekly Church Services:                

 
Meekatharra Community 
Church Frontier Services 

 
65-67 Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 

 
 
 
 

Contact: Revd. Lesley deGrussa-Macaulay 
Phone (08) 9981 1053 or Mobile 0417  918  035 

    
 Weekly Sunday Services:  9am                              
 Communion:       1st Sunday each month  

It’s been a busy Month in Meeka with several funerals, a Wedding in ‘our’ local church on Monday 19 April, 
Emergency Drill at the airport for all emergency agencies in Meeka, patrol visits (with two punchers in one 
day!!), Anzac Services etc: 

 

From the National Church 

The Uniting Church has voiced its disappointment at the Federal Government’s refusal to proceed with the 
development of a Human Rights Act for Australia. For more info visit the UnitingJustice website at http://
www.unitingjustice.org.au/images/pdfs/issues/human-rights/media-releases/100421mr_hra.pdf.  
The Uniting Church in Australia has condemned the Australian Government’s decision to house Afghan and Sri Lankan 
asylum seekers in the old Curtin detention centre. For more info visit the Assembly website at http://
assembly.uca.org.au/media/63-mediareleases2010/564--no-more-land-of-the-fair-go-for-asylum-seekers.html 

And finally a message from the pulpit:   

April 25 – ANZAC Day (Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia) 
The anniversary of the World War I landing of the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps on Gallipoli in 1915 
serves as an opportunity to honour the past and to recommit ourselves to working for peace and justice in the 
present and future. 
 
Blessings, 

Revd. Lesley deGrussa-Macaulay, 67 Darlot Street, Meekatharra (or PO Box 14), 
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Heart-Shaped Butter Cake 

 

WHATS COOKING  

Method 

Prep Time : 20 mins 

Cooking Time : 25 mins 
Ingredients 

 Melted butter, to grease 
 60g butter, at room temperature 
 140g (2/3 cup) caster sugar 
 1 egg 
 1 tsp vanilla extract 
 150g (1 cup) self-raising flour 
 125ml (1/2 cup) milk 
 150g (1 cup) icing sugar mixture 
 25g butter, extra, at room temperature 
 1 tbs hot water 
 2 drops pink food colouring 
 Sugar flowers, to decorate 
 Queen Writing Fudge White         Choc-

olate, to decorate 

Preheat oven to 180°C. Brush a heart-shaped 17cm (base measurement across the 
widest part), 4-cup capacity cake pan with melted butter to lightly grease. Line the 
base with non-stick baking paper. 

 
Use an electric beater to beat the butter and sugar in a large bowl until pale and 
creamy. Add the egg and vanilla, and beat until combined. 

 
Sift the flour over the egg mixture and add the milk. Use a large metal spoon to 
fold until well combined. 

 
Spoon the mixture into the prepared pan. Use the back of a spoon to smooth the 
surface. Bake for 20-25 minutes or until a skewer inserted into the centre comes 
out clean. Set aside in the pan for 5 minutes to cool before turning onto a wire 
rack to cool completely. 

 
Sift the icing sugar into a medium bowl. Add the butter and water, and stir until 
well combined and smooth. Add the food colouring and stir until well combined. 
Spoon the icing onto the centre of cake and spread to the edge, allowing a little to 
run over the side. Arrange the flowers on top of the cake. Use the writing fudge to 
write "Mum" in the centre. Set aside until the icing is set. 

Show Mum your cooking skills by making this yummy 

butter cake especially for her this Mother’s Day!  
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  Closing Date: 26th May   

Publishing Date: 28th May 

 Events Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
Mothers Day—Sunday 9th 

Telecentre Committee Meeting—Tuesday 11th 

Festival Committee Meeting—Wednesday 12th 

Trivia Night—Friday 14th  

Ordinary Council Meeting—Saturday 15th 

Interagency Meeting—Tuesday 18th  

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea—Thursday 27th 

Race Club Committee Meeting—Thursday 27th  

  


