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‘The Meekatharra Dust’ is a non-

profit community newspaper. 

 

Articles or advertisements can be 

posted to  

PO Box 315 Meekatharra,  

faxed on   

(08) 9981 1505  

or left at the Shire Office  

Or try emailing us at 
admin@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

 

Advertising Rates:   

 

 

If you would like to 

subscribe to  

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

simply complete the form 

below and send with your 

payment to: 

Subscriptions are:  

(1) Address in WA: $33.00 (inc GST) 

(2) Address in other States $38.50 (inc 

GST) 

Subscriptions are for a 12 month period 

from the date stated on your form. 

CO-ORDINATOR 

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

PO BOX 315 

Meekatharra WA 6642 

 
NAME:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS _______________ 

_____________________________ 

DATE:________________________ 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $46.50 $66 

Half Page $23.80 $38.50 

Quarter Page $14.70 $22.00 

Eighth Page $12.45 $16.50 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY  ! 
Hi readers 

Can you believe there is only 9 more weeks 

until Christmas! 

Now is probably the time to start getting 

presents organized, but like myself, will 

probably end up at the last minute! 

The weather is only getting hotter so keep 
cool! 

-Sam 
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  Adult Softball      7th Nov 

  Telecentre Committee Meeting  9th Nov 

  Remembrance Day     11th  

  Senior First Aid      16th Nov 

  Interagency Meeting     16th Nov  

  Youth Ball       20th Nov 

  Ordinary Council Meeting    20th Nov 

  Meekatharra Triathlon    28th Nov 

  MYOB - Free course at Community Resource Centre 

  Monday 29th (basic) and Tuesday 30th (advanced) 

Disclaimer: The Meekatharra Dust is a publication of the Shire of Meekatharra. 
The Shire of Meekatharra, staff and councillors, take no responsibility for accuracy of or omissions in any material published. 
Information contained within the Meekatharra Dust does not necessarily reflect the views of The Shire of Meekatharra or its employees or 
councillors. 

Calling for Submissions 
If you have any articles with information, 

about events, or photos you have taken that 

you would like included in the Meekatharra 

Dust, please drop them into Sam at the Shire 

before the closing date shown on the back page.  
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Meekatharra Library  
 
Did you know we get a new exchange 
of books every month? Come in and 
check out what is new this month! 
 
If there is a particular novel or 
author you are interested in, we can 
request these for you, just pop in to 
the Shire office. 
 
Please note that you must be an 
existing member of the library 
to order in books. 
 

Located in the Shire Office  
The Library is open:  
Monday to Friday  
8 am to 4.30 pm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a number of library 

books and DVDs that have 

not been returned and are 

overdue.  Please could you 

check that you have 

returned all overdue library 

items.   

Thank you –Bec  
 

 

Newman Vet  

Meekatharra 
 

Dr. Rick Fenny 
Located at Paddy’s Flat 

For appointments phone: 9175 1309 or  
0408 936 061 

EMERGENCY ADVICE : 9175 1309  
or Dalkeith Veterinary Clinic on 9386 6277 
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DOG CONTROL 

WHEN WALKING YOUR DOGS ON THE 

TOWN OVAL THEY MUST BE ON A 

LEASH AT ALL TIMES AND HELD BY 

YOU, THE OWNER. 

YOU MUST BE IN COMPLETE CONTOL 
OF YOUR ANIMAL AT ALL TIMES AND 
DISPOSE OF ANY DROPPINGS IN THE 

RUBBISH BINS PROVIDED BY THE 
COUNCIL. 

Thank you 

Meekatharra Shire 

 

 

 

 

 

If your business, community group or 
government agency would like to be 
listed in the FREE Meekatharra 
Community Directory please drop 
your business advertisement into the 
shire office or email:     . 
reception@meekashire.wa.gov.au  

Feel free to include your company/
business logo etc and all other 
relevant details. 

Meeka’s Social Cycle 

Place:   Meet at Shire corner 

Time:   9:00am every Sunday  

5:15pm every Thursday 

 

 

 

 

Get training  

ready for the  

Murchison 
Community 

Cycling Challenge 
MCCC 

Enquiries Ph: 0409 089 597 
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Squash Court 

 OPEN  

Located at the back of the Sports Complex 

Agreements, Keys and Tokens are available from the Shire Office. 

 Fees and Charges are as follows : 

 Key Bond (Fully refundable) - $100 Cash. 

 Court Hire—$11.00 per token = one hours use 

 We do not hire equipment (racquets/balls etc) 

 Entry is permitted to key holders only 
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It was a warm Thursday afternoon in late September when my husband and I pulled our 
caravan into the Meekatharra Caravan Park for a night or 3.  Phil at the Park Office told 
us the town was to hold an Outback Festival over the coming long weekend, September 
24th – 27th. We later found out the town was also celebrating 100 years of the Shire. The 
Fireworks display at the Oval did the town proud and finished off an evening that 
seemed to be enjoyed by all who attended. On the Saturday morning I, slip, slop, 
slapped and wandered down to the Main Street shopping precinct to see what was on 
offer for the street parade. I figured, because of the size of the town, there would be at 
least 3 floats, One by the local business’ one by the local school and one by the local 
Fire brigade. I was delighted to be wrong and impressed by not only the number of 
entries but the efforts put in by other local community organizations and individuals who 
joined in the fun and spirit of the occasion to dress up themselves, their dogs, horses 
and vehicles. Most enjoyable and a real winner was the Meekatharra Youth Centre entry 
which got off to a bad start when the trailer of their Road Train came adrift just before 
the parade requiring all the young people to squeeze into what was left of their colorful 
vehicle.  Also a great entry was from the District High as I found myself wondering if that 
was Princess Fiona on the back waiting for Shrek to save her. I watched while the 
children enjoyed the jumping castle and mechanical bull ride and face painting then 
everyone munched on the free sausage sizzle or selected goods from the street stalls. 
As I made my way back to the Caravan Park I reflected on what a very enjoyable day 
was had by all and how well behaved everyone had been. Not being a Horse racing fan 
I was looking forward to Sunday’s Rodeo as It would be a first for me and I did not know 
what to expect. Well what can I say, the Rodeo was fantastic, full of action and very well 
run. There was something for everyone, both in the ring and out. The organizers did a 
great job of mixing up the events so it was fast paced and interesting. I loved the way 
local children had a ‘Round the Barrels’ event to include them and their ponies in the 
day. The fellow commentating the event never gave in and must have been hoarse, 
excuse the pun, the next day. He did an excellent job. Even the Ambulance service got 
a look in when a Cowboy took a tumble off a bull and was carted away in the Ambulance 
with a broken arm. I felt very sorry for that cowboy and almost as sorry for the person 
who had the successful bid on him in the Auction. The only downside was that the 
spectator vehicles were a bit too close to the ring making it difficult to see if you weren’t 
first to arrive and get a spot. Additional shade would have made watching more 
comfortable but all in all it was truly a great day out. Thanks also to the organizers for 
providing the food and merchandise stalls, rides and ice cream van for the kiddies and a 
huge thank you to all the Cowboys and Cowgirls, sponsors and suppliers at the Rodeo 
without them we would not have had such fun.  

Instead of staying 3 nights in Meekatharra we stayed over 2 weeks. The 
town has more to offer than what at first greets the traveler and if an 
Outback Festival is an Annual event word will get around as to how much fun 
can be had ensuring more travelers will mark the event on their calendar.   

Thank you Meekatharra for providing the Outback Festival and allowing outsiders to join 
in the festivities. Your innovation, enthusiasm, friendliness and efforts were very much 
appreciated. 

Best regards and hope to see you next Outback Festival… 

Jackie & Ray Hatch, Brisbane, Queensland.    
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Cowgirl Donna waiting to enter the ring for the Team Steer Rope  

Is this Princess Fiona waiting for her handsome Prince? 

Great local participation at the Street parade. Good on the Fire Brigade. 

Photos kindly sent in by travelers Jackie and Ray Hatch of Queensland 
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Details of vehicles being made available for outright purchase are: 

2000 Toyota Hilux 3.0D Steel Tray Top Utility 

Engine No: 5L9058516 - 4 Cylinder 

VIN: MR031LNE708000453 

Registration No: 1APN 811 

Registered to: Shire of Meekatharra 

Colour White 

Distance Travelled:  Approximately 153,130 kilometres 

Steel A-Frame attachment front of vehicle 

Tow bar 

Air Conditioning 

T-Belt Light On 

Minor Dent on Roof 

 

1997 Toyota Hilux 2.8D Steel Tray Top Utility 

Engine No: 3L4208725 - 4 Cylinder 

VIN: JT731LN8609011330 

Registration No: MK3729 

Registered to: Shire of Meekatharra 

Colour White 

Distance Travelled:  Approximately 142,170 kilometers 

Tow bar 

Air Conditioning 

Possible Seized Engine 

Broken Tail Light 

Left Hand Fender and Door Dented 

Radio missing Buttons 

Quotes are invited for the purchase of two of council utility’s as listed below. 

Those wishing to quote should satisfy themselves as to the condition of the vehicles by 
contacting John Watson-Bates “Operations Officer” on 9980 1895 to arrange an inspection. 

Vehicles will be made available to the successful submitter/s after Council’s receival of its 
new vehicles. 

Quotes are to be submitted no later than 4.00pm Friday 12th November 2010 and to be in a 

sealed envelope and endorsed “Quote- Purchase Utility/s”.  
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Karalundi picks up Mid-West/Gascoyne Tidy 
Town Title  

The desert oasis of Karalundi Aboriginal Education Community has claimed the title of Mid-West/
Gascoyne Regional Winner for the 2010 Tidy Towns - Sustainable Communities Award at the 
regional awards ceremony held in Moora today.  
Keep Australia Beautiful WA Tidy Towns State Program Manager Gail Dodd said the judges had 
been impressed with Karalundi's high level of self-sufficiency and achievements in almost all the 
award categories.  
   
"Since its inception as a mission in 1954, Karalundi has had the vision of being self-sufficient.  In 
recent years, hard work and inspired leadership has seen the community focus on sustainability," she 
said.  
Situated 60km north of Meekatharra, Karalundi is now an independent parent-controlled school that 
caters for up to 100 students.  
"The site has abundant underground water making Karalundi a wonderful oasis with green grounds 
and magnificent trees," Mrs Dodd said.  
"Energy and water initiatives focus on long-term sustainability and all school and community 
members support the various recycling and waste management programs, which range from dropping 
off recyclables in Perth to feeding food scraps to the chooks.  
"Tidy Towns - Sustainable Communities is about much more than keeping towns clean and tidy. The 
awards recognise towns for their achievements towards sustainability including preserving their 
culture, protecting their environment and the amenity of their towns."  
Mid-West/Gascoyne category winners were:  
 Community Action: Northampton 
 General Appearance: Mingenew 
 Recycling and Waste Management: Watheroo 
 Natural Heritage Conservation: Northampton 
 Enhancing Cultural Identity: Northampton 
Water Conservation: Three Springs 
Mrs Dodd said Karalundi now would compete with other regional winners for the overall WA Tidy 
Towns - Sustainable Communities' title to be announced at the State awards ceremony on 19 
November.  All regional category winners are in the running for a State category award.  
"We were really impressed with the entries in the Mid-West/Gascoyne region and I wish them all the 
best in their ongoing efforts to build vibrant and sustainable communities," she said.  
Tidy Towns - Sustainable Communities is a Keep Australia Beautiful program and is sponsored by 
Grundfos Pumps Pty Ltd, GWN, the Department of Regional Development and Lands, West 
Australian Regional Newspapers and Cliffs Natural Resources Inc.  
Keep Australia Beautiful WA is supported by the Department of Environment and Conservation 
(DEC) and the Waste Authority.  
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MEEKATHARRA HEALTH CENTRE 

VISTING SERVICES 

  

   

Physiotherapist  1st and 2nd November 

Podiatrist  1st and 2nd November 

Dietician  1st and 29th November 

Optometrist   12th November 

Physiotherapist and Podiatrist December 13th and 14th 

DENTAL VISITS TO MEEKATHARRA —2010  

 

 

Phone contact numbers during above periods only 

Meekatharra Dental Clinic : 9981 0640 

Mobile Dental Clinic : 0427 386 647 

For More Information : Dental Health Services (Perth) : 9313 0555 

 

Speech Pathologist, Occupational Therapist— Referrals to Cue Primary Health : 9963 1539 

Psychiatrist—Mental Health Team : 9981 0625 

Other visiting specialists include Ear, Nose & Throat Specialist, Physician & Pediatric 

Physiotherapist  

As all dates are subject to change—please confirm appointments the day before. 

(Appointments availability is usually determined by prioritising according to health needs) 

RFDS MEDICAL SERVICE  

Outpatient Opening Times : Monday—Friday 9am—12 noon (except 

Thursday 10am—12 noon) & 2pm—4pm. Medical Services are 

prioritised according to urgency. 

After Hours is for EMERGENCIES Only 
 

For Appointments—Community Health : 9981 0638 

For Appointments—Hospital Reception: 9981 0600 

29.11.10  —  10.12.10 
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Each year Movember is responsible for the sprouting of moustaches on 
thousands of men’s faces in Australia and around the world, with the sole 
aim of raising vital funds and awareness for men’s health, specifically 
prostate cancer and depression in men.  
 
Men sporting Movember moustaches, known as Mo Bros, become walking, 
talking billboards for the 30 days of November and through their actions 
and words raise awareness by prompting private and public conversation 
around the often ignored issue of men’s health.  
 
Supported by the women in their lives, Mo Sistas, Movember Mo Bros 
raise funds by seeking out sponsorship for their Mo growing efforts. The 
rules are simple; register online at Movember.com and start the month of 
Movember clean shaven, before growing a Mo.    
 

Don’t forget to register for 

MOVEMBER 2010 
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If you have any birthdays you would like placed in the Meeka-

tharra Dust please call Sam on 9981  1002  

NovemberBirthdays 
Shaun Cashin   1st 

James Buchanan  6th 

Tiara Gilbert   12th 

Letarni Sullivan  13th 

Jacinta Snowbal  16th 

Jessica Burkenhagan 18th 

Delenn Dowden  27th 

Katelyn Mongoo  27th 

Edwar4d Scroop  29th 

Zoe Flanagan   30th  
 



The Meekatharra Dust 24 
November  2010  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 25 
November 2010 

 

 

 

LAST EDITION THIS 

YEAR 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

TO ALL 

-Your editor Rusty 
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Any non profit organisations or activities which are purely for the benefit of the Meekatharra and 

surrounding communities can promote themselves free on Meeka FM in many ways. 

 We can create a promo and have it played at specific times on air 

 We can promote your service/activity while we are on air 

 We can get you into the studio to record a promo 

 We can do phone interviews to promote your services 

So if you’re wondering how you can get your message out to the community with very little effort, 

please contact Meeka FM 98.3 

Email: meekafm@bigpond.com     PH/FAX: 08 9981 1358 

Anita’s mobile: 0400 761 747 
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Over $700 was raised by the Youth 
of Meekatharra for a “Bike Club” at 
the Youth Centre. Thanks to the 
girls from Meekatharra District High 
school who gave up their time to 
model the mountains of second 
hand clothes generously donated 
for sale by the local townsfolk. The 
remaining clothes were boxed up 
and sent to Karalundi. 

Congratulations to 
Noleen Gilla who won 
the BMX Bike donated 

by Farmer Jacks! 
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With thanks to 

the Youth Club 

we now have a 

colourful wall  
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As mentioned in the September Dust we had a busy first week of the School 
Holidays with the several visitors, which included 16 youth and leaders 
from Subiaco Church, and three members of the Covenant Players.   The 
group from Subi spent time at the Youth Centre and painting the ‘gray’ wall 
outside the swimming pool with a design that was especially created by 
many children at the Meeka School before the end of 3rd term – a few 
pictures of the group having FUN!   

October Dust  2010 

From the National Church 
The Assembly Update for October from the Uniting Church in Australia is now available on 
the Assembly website at http://assembly.uca.org.au/resources/update/608-assembly-update-
october-2010.html.  

The Uniting Church in Australia has welcomed the announcement from the Australian 
Government that asylum seeker families and unaccompanied minors will be moved out of 
detention and into the community. For more info visit http://www.wa.uca.org.au/blog/
taking-children-and-families-out-of-detention-long-overdue/.    

Elenie Poulos, national director of UnitingJustice Australia has recently prepared a piece 

for ABC’s Religion and Ethics Portal asking Can Australia Become a More Hospitable Country? 

To read it, visit http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2010/10/18/3041539.htm?topic1=&topic2.  
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Weekly Church Services:                

 
Meekatharra Community 
Church Frontier Services 

 
65-67 Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 

 
 

 
 

Contact: Revd. Lesley deGrussa-Macaulay 
Phone (08) 9981 1053 or Mobile 0417  918  035 

  

    
 Weekly Sunday Services:  9am                              
 Communion:       1st Sunday each month  
  

UnitingCare and Congregational Outreach Services 

Lin Hatfield-Dodds, National Director of UnitingCare Australia recently discussed the 
new Federal Government changes to immigration detention on ABC’s Lateline. For more info visit 
http://assembly.uca.org.au/.  
UnitingCare Australia is among the representative bodies to be part of the Australian 
Government’s Paid Parental Leave Implementation Group, who met for the first time 
recently. For more info click on the 13 October issue of the E-News Round Up at 
http://unitingcare.org.au/news/unitingcare-australia-e-news-round-up.html.  

Jobs: Paid and Volunteer (home.wa.uca.org.au/jobs)  

The Council of Churches of Western Australia has a Chaplaincy Traineeship position 

available for under 35s for 2011. Applicants are asked to send in resumes including a statement on 

why they are applying and which church they are a member of by Monday 22 November. There 

are also vacancies for Indigenous Chaplains in Perth and country regions. For more info contact 

John Hewitson on 9274 3888 or email fieldofficer@churcheswa.com.au.  

 Blessings,  Lesley 

 67 Darlot Street, Meekatharra (or PO Box 14), 

 P:  08 9981 1053,  M:  0417 918 035.  
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Meekatharra’s  

Community Gym – OPEN 

Located at the Indoor Cricket Centre on High Street 
State of the art equipment is now set up including a 

treadmill, rowing machine, a variety of weights and 

much more! 

Gym agreements and keys are available from the Shire 

office (a fee applies for key holders) 

Entry is permitted to key holders only between 5am and 

10pm daily 

Meeka FM is looking for     

new volunteers    

Training will be provided 

where needed and program 
times are very flexible. 

Please call 9981 1358  

or email: meekafm@westnet.com.au 
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Every Sunday  

10.00am 

Meeka FM, Hill Street 

Come and join us for 

fresh coffee, music and 

much more 
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October 

Sudoku 

Solution  

October  

Wordfit 

Solution  
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B E T T E R  T H A N  S A Y I N G  I  L O V E  Y O U . . . 
 
Marty wakes up at home with a huge hangover. He 
forces himself to open his eyes, and the first thing 
he sees is a couple of aspirins and a glass of water 
on the side table. He sits down and sees his clothing 
in front of him, all clean and pressed. Marty looks 
around the room and sees that it is in a perfect 
order, spotless, clean. So is the rest of the house. 
He takes the aspirins and notices a note on the table 
"Honey, breakfast is on the stove, I left early to go 
shopping. Love you." So he goes to the kitchen and 
sure enough there is a hot breakfast and the morning 
newspaper. His son is also at the table, eating. Marty 
asks, "Son, what happened last night?" His son says, 
"Well, you came home after 3 A.M., drunk and 
delirious. Broke some furniture , puked in the hallway, 
and gave yourself a black eye when you stumbled into 
the door." Confused, Marty asks, "So, why is 
everything in order and so clean, and breakfast is on 
the table waiting for me?" His son replies, "Oh that! 
Mum dragged you to the bedroom, and when she tried to 
take your pants off to change and clean you, you said, 
"Lady, leave me alone, I'm married!" 

Two blokes bump into each other in the 
supermarket. Sorry mate, says the first 
one, I am a bit nervous, I lost my wife, 
can't find her anywhere. Second bloke 
replies; gee, I can't find mine either, how 
about we go and look for them together? 
Sure, says the first one, what does your 
wife look like? Eh well, she's blonde, long 
hair, tall slim body, well tanned, large 
breasts and she's wearing a tight fitting 
low cut black dress. What does your wife 
look like? Forget about my wife, says the 
other bloke, let's go and look for yours! 

Three blokes were working on a high rise 
building project, Macca, Chook and Simmo. 
Chook falls off and is killed instantly. As the 
ambulance takes the body away, Simmo 
says,"Someone should go and tell his wife." 
Macca says, "OK, I`m pretty good at that 
s e n s i t i v e  s t u f f ,  I ' l l  d o  i t . " 
Two hours later, Macca comes back 
carrying a slab of VB. Simmo says,"Where 
d i d  y o u  g e t  t h a t ,  M a c c a ? "  
"Chook's missus gave it to me." "That's 
unbelievable, you told the lady her husband 
w a s  d e a d  a n d  s h e  
gave you beer?" Macca says, "Well not 
exactly. When she answered the door, I 
said to her, "You must be Chook`s widow."  
She said, "No, I'm not a widow."  
And I said, "Wanna bet me a slab"  

A man and his wife were sitting in 
the living room and he said to her, 
"Just so you know, I never want to 
live in a vegetative state, dependent 
on some machine and fluids from a 
bottle. If that ever happens, just pull 
the plug."  
His wife got up, unplugged the TV 
and threw out all of his beer. 
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WHATS COOKING  
Mediterranean 

tuna & rice 

bake  

Preparation Time 
10 - 15 minutes 
 
Cooking Time 
25 minutes 
 

Ingredients (serves 4) 
 225g (1 1/2 cups) cooked long-grain 
rice (see note) 
 1 x 185g can tuna in springwater, 
drained, flaked 
 70g (1/3 cup) low-fat semi-dried 
tomatoes, coarsely chopped 
 1 large zucchini, coarsely grated 
 2 tbs chopped fresh basil 
 75g reduced-fat feta, crumbled 
 2 eggs, lightly whisked 
Mixed salad leaves, to serve 

Serve this tasty dish straight from the oven for dinner, then 
wrap up any leftovers for a super-healthy lunch box filler. 

Method 
1.  Preheat oven to 200°C. Line a 19cm x 
9cm (base measurement) loaf pan with 
non-stick baking paper. 
2.  Combine the rice, tuna, tomato, 
zucchini, basil and two-thirds of the feta in 
a large bowl. Add the egg and stir until 
well combined. Season with pepper. 
3.  Spoon the mixture into the lined pan 
and smooth the surface. Sprinkle with 
remaining feta. Bake for 20-25 minutes or 
until puffed and golden. Set aside for 5 
minutes to cool slightly. 
Slice. Serve with mixed salad leaves. 
 

Notes 
You'll need about 100g (1/2 cup) 

uncooked long-grain rice for this recipe. 
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Monthly report unavailable. 
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  Closing Date:  29th Nov  

Publishing Date: 30th Nov  

 Events Calendar 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

november 

  Adult Softball      7th Nov 

  Telecentre Committee Meeting  9th Nov 

  Remembrance Day     11th  

  Senior First Aid      16th Nov 

  Interagency Meeting     16th Nov  

  Youth Ball       20th Nov 

  Ordinary Council Meeting    20th Nov 

  Meekatharra Triathlon    28th Nov 

  MYOB - Free course at Community Resource Centre 

  Monday 29th (basic) and Tuesday 30th (advanced) 


