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‘The Meekatharra Dust’ is a non-

profit community newspaper. 

 

Articles or advertisements can be 

posted to  

PO Box 315 Meekatharra,  

faxed on   

(08) 9981 1505  

or left at the Shire Office  

Or try emailing us at 
admin@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

 

Advertising Rates:   

 

 

If you would like to 

subscribe to  

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

simply complete the form 

below and send with your 

payment to: 

Subscriptions are:  

(1) Address in WA: $33.00 (inc GST) 

(2) Address in other States $38.50 (inc 

GST) 

Subscriptions are for a 12 month period 

from the date stated on your form. 

CO-ORDINATOR 

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

PO BOX 315 

Meekatharra WA 6642 

 
NAME:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS _______________ 

_____________________________ 

DATE:________________________ 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $46.50 $66 

Half Page $23.80 $38.50 

Quarter Page $14.70 $22.00 

Eighth Page $12.45 $16.50 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY  ! 
Hi Readers 

Looking forward to the month ahead, with 
some rain on the forecast and cold 
weather. We recorded the lowest 
temperature of 7° on the 22nd of May. 

Take care to keep your animals under 
shelter and warm as we head into Winter. 

Feel free to send me any photos you 
would like published! 

 

-Sam 
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Murdoch Vet Program – 7th  - 11th June 

CRC Meeting —14th June 

Festival Meeting —15th June 

Interagency Meeting — 21st June 

Spics and Specs Trivia Night — 25th June 

Role Models – week 8 — Meekatharra DHS 

Disclaimer: The Meekatharra Dust is a publication of the Shire of Meekatharra. 
The Shire of Meekatharra, staff and councillors, take no responsibility for accuracy of or omissions in any material published. 
Information contained within the Meekatharra Dust does not necessarily reflect the views of The Shire of Meekatharra or its employees or 
councillors. 

Calling for Submissions 
If you have any articles with information, 

about events, or photos you have taken that 

you would like included in the Meekatharra 

Dust, please drop them into Sam at the Shire 

before the closing date shown on the back page.  

Front Cover photos are courtesy of Elaine King.  If you would like 

your photos of our beautiful outback published in the Meekatharra 

Dust please send them to Sam at the shire office! 
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Meekatharra Library  
 
Did you know we get a new exchange 
of books every month? Come in and 
check out what is new this month! 
 
If there is a particular novel or 
author you are interested in, we can 
request these for you, just pop in to 
the Shire office. 
 
Please note that you must be an 
existing member of the library 
to order in books. 
 

Located in the Shire Office  
The Library is open:  
Monday to Friday  
8 am to 4.30 pm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a number of library 

books and DVDs that have 

not been returned and are 

overdue.  Please could you 

check that you have 

returned all overdue library 

items.   

Thank you –Brenda 
 

 

Newman Vet  

Meekatharra 
 

Dr. Rick Fenny 
Located at Paddy’s Flat 

For appointments phone: 9175 1309 or  
0408 936 061 

EMERGENCY ADVICE : 9175 1309  
or Dalkeith Veterinary Clinic on 9386 6277 
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DOG CONTROL 

WHEN WALKING YOUR DOGS ON THE 

TOWN OVAL THEY MUST BE ON A 

LEASH AT ALL TIMES AND HELD BY 

YOU, THE OWNER. 

YOU MUST BE IN COMPLETE CONTOL 
OF YOUR ANIMAL AT ALL TIMES AND 
DISPOSE OF ANY DROPPINGS IN THE 

RUBBISH BINS PROVIDED BY THE 
COUNCIL. 

Thank you 

Meekatharra Shire 

 

 

 

 

 

If your business, community group or 
government agency would like to be 
listed in the FREE Meekatharra 
Community Directory please drop 
your business advertisement into the 
shire office or email:     . 
reception@meekashire.wa.gov.au  

Feel free to include your company/
business logo etc and all other 
relevant details. 
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Squash 
Court 

 OPEN  
Located at the back of the Sports Complex 

Agreements, Keys and Tokens are available from the Shire Office. 

 Fees and Charges are as follows : 

 Key Bond (Fully refundable) - $100 Cash. 

 Court Hire—$11.00 per token = one hours use 

 We do not hire equipment (racquets/balls etc) 



The Meekatharra Dust 8 
May 2011  

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 9 
 May 2011 

 

 

 

Please be wary of the windy 

weather we are experiencing, 

and secure your load of rubbish 

safely on your way to the 

rubbish tip to avoid any flying 

debris which could cause harm 

to other motorists  
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On the first day God created the dog. God said, "Sit all day by the door of your house and bark 
at anyone who comes in or walks past. I will give you a life span of twenty years." The dog said, 
"That's too long to be barking. Give me ten years and I'll give you back the other ten."  
So God agreed.  
 
On the second day God created the monkey. God said, "Entertain people, do monkey tricks 
and make them laugh. I'll give you a twenty-year life span." The monkey said, "Monkey tricks 
for twenty years? I don't think so. Dog gave you back ten, so that's what I'll do too, okay?" 
And God agreed.  
 
On the third day God created the cow. "You must go to the field with the farmer all day long and 
suffer under the sun, have calves, and give milk to support the farmer. I will give you a life span 
of sixty years." 
The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. Let me have 
twenty and I'll give back the other forty."  
And God agreed again.  
 
On the fourth day God created man. God said, "Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. I'll 
give you twenty years." 
Man said, "What? Only twenty years? Tell you what, I'll take my twenty, and the forty the cow 
gave back, and the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back, that makes 
eighty, okay?"  
Okay," said God, "You've got a deal."  
 
So that is why the first twenty years we eat, sleep, play, and enjoy ourselves; the next forty 
years we slave in the sun to support our family; the next ten years we do monkey tricks to en-
tertain the grandchildren; and the last ten years we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.  
 
Life has now been explained to you. 
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Tender Loving Care 
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Tenders will be received until 4pm Thursday 16th June. 
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MEEKATHARRA HEALTH CENTRE 

VISTING SERVICES 

  

 

  

 

DENTAL VISITS TO MEEKATHARRA —2011  

11 July – 22 July 

19 Sept – 30 Sept 

07 Nov – 18 Nov 

05 Dec – 16 Dec 

Meekatharra Dental Clinic : 9981 0640 

Mobile Dental Clinic : 0427 386 647 

For More Information : Dental Health Services (Perth) : 9313 0555 

 

Speech Pathologist, Occupational Therapist— Referrals to Cue Primary Health : 

9963 1539 

Psychiatrist—Mental Health Team : 9981 0625 

Other visiting specialists include Ear, Nose & Throat Specialist, Physician & 

Pediatric Physiotherapist  

As all dates are subject to change—please confirm appointments the day 

before.  (Appointments availability is usually determined by prioritising 

according to health needs) 

RFDS MEDICAL SERVICE  

Outpatient Opening Times : Monday—Friday 9am—12 noon (except 

Thursday 10am—12 noon) & 2pm—4pm. Medical Services are 

prioritised according to urgency. 

After Hours is for EMERGENCIES Only 
 

For Appointments—Community Health : 9981 0638 

For Appointments—Hospital Reception: 9981 0600 
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An unfortunate clash of dates with the Mt Magnet races saw the numbers of riders 
at the Meekatharra gymkhana on 30th April down a little on previous years. 
However the 26 riders from Yalgoo, Meekatharra, Eastern Gascoyne and Newman 
who competed enjoyed a great day. 
 
It was great to see some past Meekatharra identities back in town for the weekend –
Peter, Leanne, Nicola and Kelly Howden, Bruce, Karen and Jacquie Trenaman and 
Vicki and Kim Hanley. 
 
On an overcast and cool day proceedings began with a minute’s silence in honour of 
the late Buff Coumbe, followed by the grand parade with Shane Rieck’s hobby horse 
drawing a little attention! 
 
One of the great aspects of attending the gymkhana is watching the young ones 
improving their riding skills and moving up a level. Some who were on a leading 
rein last year are now riding independently. In 2011 Gabrielle Rieck (Mt Vernon 
Station), Briana Ulph (Meekatharra) and Anna Nichols (Sherwood Station) were all 
off the lead rein. 
 
All the usual gymkhana events were run including the flag race, bending race, 
letterbox race, barrel race, Texas keyhole, can and bucket, potato race wheelbarrow 
race, sack race, early morning race, musical cans and surf and turf. 
 
There was much fun and laughter among competitors and the audience.  
A few people wondered if Colin Lauritsen’s horse had plans to gallop all the way to 
Wiluna and back as he didn’t seem keen on stopping after the events. 
Bruce Trenaman ran into difficulties when the bucket in which his apple was 
stowed insisted on staying on his head. There were a lot of floured noses following 
the surf and turf race and a protest was lodged in the wheelbarrow race under the 
guise of faulty equipment –when the handle grip came off Kelly Howden’s 
wheelbarrow!! 
 
Unfortunately the day was halted and spirits dampened a little when Jacquie 
Trenaman had a fall and was taken to hospital with what appeared to be at least one 
fractured wrist. (Jacquie was later flown out to Perth and had both wrists pinned). 
However as everyone knows accidents occur in any walk of life and once the 
ambulance returned events got under way again. 
 
At the end of the day people gathered for a few drinks before the presentations in 
the evening. President Noleen Mongoo and Secretary Liz Coumbe presented all 
event winners with their prizes before announcing leading riders of the day and the 
winner of the $2000 barrel race prize. 
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The leading riders for the day were:  
Sub Junior: Anika Ronky: Newman 
Junior: Matthew Watters: East Gascoyne 
Ladies: Tracy Elliot:  Meekatharra 
Gents: Greg Watters: East Gascoyne 
 
Greg Watters was first in the $2000 Barrel race in 19.118 seconds with Tracy Rieck 
second (19.316) and Belinda Grinham third (19.560). 
 
The bummers award went to Bruce Treneman who had managed to get the bucket 
stuck on his head during the apple and bucket race. 
 
The Yarrabubba trophy which is awarded to the sub junior rider with the most 
points but without a first place went to Briana Ulph of Meekatharra. 
 
All the sub juniors who competed were presented with an achievement award 
trophy. 
 
A very special award, which will become part of the Meekatharra gymkhana club 
awards from now on, is the Buff Coumbe Perpetual trophy for the men’s flag race. 
Peter Elliott was the inaugural winner of this award. Peter received a personal 
trophy and will also have his name engraved on the perpetual trophy which will be 
displayed in a place yet to be determined. 
 
A presentation to Ron and Margaret Bell, on behalf of the gymkhana club, was made 
in recognition of their many years of hard work and dedication towards the 
gymkhana each year and endorsed with much applause by all those present. 
 
All gymkhana clubs in the Murchison region are affiliated with the Murchison 
Gymkhana Association and for many years a shield known as the Richard Burt 
Shield was presented to the leading club at the end of the gymkhana season. 
Following discussions among the clubs it was decided that the Richard Burt shield 
would be replaced by the Buff Coumbe Memorial Shield Annual Competition 
between Clubs. 
 
Club points acquired at the Meeka gymkhana were: 
 
Yalgoo 11 
East Gascoyne 52  
Newman 59 
Meekatharra 190 
 
The evening (early morning?) wound up with music and dancing at which some 
proved more talented than others!!! 
 
Meekatharra Gymkhana Club would like to sincerely thank all their sponsors for the 
day as well as all those who made the effort to attend the day as spectators and 
riders. Thanks too must go to all volunteer workers who make the day possible. 
 
Raelene Hall 
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Bruce Trenaman trials 

a new type of helmett 

Chad Benson and Anita Ronki 

in wheelbarrow Race 

Kelly Howden in potato race 

Tracy Elliott in flag race 

photos are courtesy of Jo Francis 
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Peter Elliott and    

Peter Howden     

resting between 

events 

Sub Juniors with their achievment awards Lto R Anika Ronky, Gabrielle 

Rieck, Anna Nichols, Hayley and Briana Ulph 

Margaret, Ron Bell, 

Liz Coumbe and 

Noleen Mongoo 

Margaret and Ron Bell, 

Liz Coumbe and Noleen 

Mongoo 
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Send your entries to: 
Red Nose Day Colouring-In-Competition 
Suite 1, 98 Morang Road,  
Hawthorn, VIC, 3122 
Don’t forget to write your name, age, address and phone number clearly on your entry form so we can 
contact you if you win!  Entries must be received by Wednesday 22nd June so we can announce the winners 
on Red Nose Day! 
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Any non profit organisations or activities which are purely for the benefit of the Meekatharra and 

surrounding communities can promote themselves free on Meeka FM in many ways. 

 We can create a promo and have it played at specific times on air 

 We can promote your service/activity while we are on air 

 We can get you into the studio to record a promo 

 We can do phone interviews to promote your services 

So if you’re wondering how you can get your message out to the community with very little effort, 

please contact Meeka FM 98.3 

Email: meekafm@bigpond.com     PH/FAX: 08 9981 1358 

Anita’s mobile: 0400 761 747 
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Meekatharra’s  

Community Gym  
OPEN—NEW EQUIPMENT! 

Located at the Indoor Cricket Centre on High Street 
State of the art equipment is now set up including a treadmill, rowing 

machine, a variety of weights and much more! 

Gym agreements and keys are available from the Shire office (a fee applies 

for key holders) 

Entry is permitted to key holders only between 5am and 10pm daily 

Meeka FM is looking for     

new volunteers    

Training will be provided 

where needed and program 
times are very flexible. 

Please call 9981 1358  

or email: meekafm@westnet.com.au 
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-RUSTY 
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Dining Room bookings are recommended  
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On Easter Sunday all roads led to Yarlaweelor Station in readiness for the wedding of 
Ted Forrester and Jareth Anna Van Wees.  Many family members of both bride and 
groom along with friends/neighbours had gathered beforehand and worked tirelessly 
on the preparations for the big day. 
 
Held by the creek under a massive gum tree it was the perfect setting for a bush 
wedding. The red carpet was replaced by hessian and good luck horseshoes were 
staked in drums to guide the bride down the aisle. 
 
The weather was a little warmer than most would have liked and the flies extremely 
friendly but the bridegroom, smartly dressed in RM Williams jeans and a white shirt 
waited for his bride, along with best man, Matt Mahony and groomsmen, Aaron 
Hammarquist, Tim Forrester and Matthew Hall. The boys wore RM Williams jeans 
with varying shades of blue shirts. Of course they all had their Akubras on as well. 
 
The oohs and ahs told of the bride’s arrival along with her attendants –Amy 
Harrington, Meg Forrester, Andrea Carmody, Robyn Coumbe and Bec Oborn with the 
cutest page boy and flower girls –Ryan Coumbe, Alyssa Coumbe and Joanna Craigue. 
 
Jareth looked a picture in an elegantly fitted, fully beaded, strapless ivory dress with a 
slight train and a short veil, whilst the attendants wore a range of frocks with the page 
boy matching the mens’ outfits and the flowergirls in white dresses with blue flowers 
and blue satin bows. Dried everlastings made up Jareth and the flowergirls’ bouquets 
whilst the other attendants carried dainty parasols. 
The ceremony was conducted by Reverend Lesley de-Grussa Macaulay of the Uniting 
Church in Meekatharra. 
 
Following the ceremony, the bridal party departed for some true ‘bush’ photos whilst 
the guests made their way to the homestead where again the hard work of many was in 
evidence with tea lights, balloon and fairly lights around the front of the homestead. 
Adults enjoyed drinks and nibbles whilst the children hunted Easter eggs.  
 
The bridal party, on their return, were introduced to everyone by MC Simon Forrester 
and made their way through the guests to the dance floor for more photos and 
speeches, after which the happy couple cut their cake. 
 
With night falling and music cranked up, an incredible array of food arrived on the 
serving tables with meat expertly cooked by Roger and his helpers and a tantalizing 
array of salads and vegetables prepared by many helpers.  This was followed by sweets 
that no one could possibly resist. 
 
It was then time for ‘dancing under the stars’ and young and old took advantage of the 
music and the dance floor to strut their stuff, whilst others caught up with friends and 
family. The party continued into the wee hours of the morning for some hardy souls. 
 
Congratulations Ted and Jareth –it was a wonderful wedding and we wish you every 
happiness in the future. 
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Left to Right: Aaron Hammarquist, Meg Forrester, Matthew Hall, Andrea Carmody, Ted and 

Jareth, Tim Forrester, Bec Oborn, Robyn Coumbe holding Ryan, Matt Mahony, Amy 

Harrington. Front flowergirls Joanna Craigue and Alyssa Coumbe. 

The wedding photo is courtesy of Lara Jenson of Dusty Tracks Photography 

(www.dustytracksphotography.com.au) 
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Weekly Church Services:                

 
Meekatharra Community 
Church Frontier Services 

 
 

65-67 Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

    
 Weekly Sunday Services:  9am                              
 Communion:       1st Sunday each month  
  
   

Contact: Revd. Lesley deGrussa-Macaulay 
Phone (08) 9981 1053 or Mobile 0417  918  035 
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After two years and two months 
working as the Works and Services 
Manager for the Shire of 
Meekatharra, Alan Haslett will be 
leaving us.  We wish him all the best 
in his future endeavors and thank 
him for everything he has done over 
the last couple of years. 

We welcome our new Works and Services Manager Jon 

Jones who will be working with us at the Shire for the next 

couple of  months. 

Clarrie Shay   1st 

Adrian Baumgarten 2nd 

Brady Binsiar   5th 

Bill Atyeo    7th 

Elisha Dann   7th 

Britt Hoare   8th 

Zaine Narrier   15th 

Tamika Hoare   16th 

Cheyenne Monoghan 16th 

 

Rharvi Walsh   27th 

Jayden Mongoo  28th 

Eden-Marie Tressider 29th 

Marcus Walsh   30th 

Rebecca Gilbert  17th 

Helena Lane   22nd 

Patricia Robinson  16th 

Aaron Wingo   16th 
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Sudoku 

Solution  
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The humble zucchini slice is by far a most popular recipe. Find out why!  
Ingredients (serves 15) 

 5 eggs 
 150g (1 cup) self-raising flour, sifted 
 375g zucchini, grated 
 1 large onion, finely chopped 
 200g rindless bacon, chopped 
 1 cup grated cheddar cheese 
60ml (1/4 cup) vegetable oil 

Method 

Preheat oven to 170°C. Grease and line a 30 x 20cm lamington pan.  
Beat the eggs in a large bowl until combined. Add the flour and beat until smooth, then add zuc-

chini, onion, bacon, cheese and oil and stir to combine. Pour into the prepared pan and bake 
in oven for 30 minutes or until cooked through. 

Even kids will love this quick and easy fried rice, perfect for a Tuesday night meal.  
Ingredients (serves 4) 

 1 cup long grain white rice 
 2 eggs 
 2 teaspoons vegetable oil 
 2 bacon rashers, chopped 
 1 carrot, peeled and grated 
 2 shallots, trimmed, finely sliced 
 1/2 cup frozen peas, thawed 
1 tablespoon soy sauce, plus extra to serve 

Method 

Cook the rice in a large saucepan of boiling water for 12 minutes or until tender. Drain and 
leave to cool.  

Using a whisk, lightly beat eggs in a small bowl. Heat oil in non-stick wok or large frying pan 
over medium heat. Add eggs. Swirl over base to form an omelette. Cook 2 minutes. Turn 
over. Cook 2 minutes until set. Transfer to a chopping board. Set aside to cool slightly. Cut 
into short strips.  

Add bacon to wok. Cook 4 minutes until light golden. Add carrot. Stir fry 1 minute. Add 
shallots, peas and rice. Cook, stirring, 3-4 minutes. Add egg and soy sauce. Stir until heated 
through. Serve immediately, with extra soy. 
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This apple and pear crostata makes a winter-perfect 
treat.  
 
Preparation Time 

20 - 50 minutes 
Cooking Time 

30 minutes 

Ingredients (serves 8) 

 75g butter, softened 

 1/3 cup (70g) caster sugar 

 1 egg 

 2/3 cup (80g) almond meal 

 1/3 cup (50g) plain flour 

 2 tsp ground cinnamon 

 2 tbs brandy 

 1 pink lady apple, thinly sliced crossways 

 2 corella pears, thinly sliced lengthways 

 1 egg, lightly whisked, extra 

 1 tbs demerara sugar 

 1 tbs flaked almonds 

Thickened cream or mascarpone, to serve 
 
Pastry  

 125g chilled butter, chopped 

 1 1/2 cups (225g) plain flour 

 1/3 cup (60g) icing sugar mixture 

 1 egg yolk 

1 tbs iced water 

Method 

To make the pastry, place butter, flour and 
icing sugar in a food processor; process 
until mixture resembles breadcrumbs. Add 
egg yolk and water; process until mixture 
comes together. Turn onto floured surface 
and gently knead until smooth. Cover with 
plastic wrap and refrigerate for 30 
minutes.  

Preheat oven to 200°C. Use an electric mixer 
to beat the butter and sugar until pale and 
creamy. Add egg and beat until just 
combined. Add almond meal, flour, 
cinnamon and brandy and stir until just 
combined.  

Roll the pastry out on a large piece of baking 
paper to a 35cm disc. Spread almond 
mixture over the pastry, leaving a 3cm 
border. Arrange apple and pear over 
almond mixture. Fold pastry edge in, 
pleating as you go. Brush pastry with a 
little extra egg. Sprinkle sugar evenly over 
pastry, apple and pears. Sprinkle with 
flaked almonds. Bake for 30 minutes or 
until pastry is golden brown and apple and 
pear caramelise. Remove from oven.  

Cut into wedges to serve. Serve with cream or 

mascarpone, if desired  
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 Events Calendar 

June 

Closing Date:  29th June 2011  

 Murdoch Vet Program – 7th  - 11th June 

CRC Meeting – 14th June 

Festival Meeting 15th June 

Interagency Meeting – 21st June 

Spics and Specs Trivia Night 25th June 

Role Models – week 8 – Meekatharra DHS 



The Meekatharra Dust 55 
 May 2011 

 

 

 



The Meekatharra Dust 56 
May 2011  

 

 


