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‘The Meekatharra Dust’ is a non-

profit community newspaper. 

 

Articles or advertisements can be 

posted to  

PO Box 315 Meekatharra,  

faxed on   

(08) 9981 1505  

or left at the Shire Office  

Or try emailing us at 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 
 

Advertising Rates:   

Hi Readers, 

Well my time as Dust Editor has been short 

but sweet. I have loved receiving the 

submissions and putting together a publication 

that I hope has been well received by the 

community and the surrounds. 

I will be heading off to the big city on 

Australia Day for a new adventure!  

I hope that you will all continue to support the 

new Dust Editor by sending through feedback 

and items to ensure that your paper remains 

current, relevant and interesting for all who 

take the time to read it. 

Kelly F 

 

If you would like to 

subscribe to  

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

simply complete the form 

below and send with your 

payment to: 

Subscriptions are:  

(1) Address in WA: $33.00 (inc GST) 

(2) Address in other States $38.50 (inc 

GST) 

Subscriptions are for a 12 month period 

from the date stated on your form. 

CO-ORDINATOR 

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

PO BOX 315 

Meekatharra WA 6642 

 

NAME:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS _______________ 

_____________________________ 

DATE:________________________ 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $46.50 $66.00 

Half Page $23.80 $38.50 

Quarter Page $14.70 $22.00 

Eighth Page $12.45 $16.50 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY  ! 
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Disclaimer: The Meekatharra Dust is a publication of the Shire of Meekatharra. 

The Shire of Meekatharra, staff and councillors, take no responsibility for accuracy of or omissions in any material published. 

Information contained within the Meekatharra Dust does not necessarily reflect the views of The Shire of Meekatharra  or its employees or 
councillors. 

Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information, about 

events, or photos you have taken that you 

would like included in the Meekatharra Dust, 

please drop them into the Shire before the 

closing date shown on the back page.  

Note from Council 

All items to be presented at Council Meetings need to be submitted to 

Shire Staff two weeks prior to Council Meeting dates.  All items 

received after this time will be held for further consideration. 

January 21st—25th 

Dream time PR and St John’s Ambulance 

Youth hip hop workshops 

 

January 19th - ordinary council meeting 

 

January 26th 

Australia day activities at the pool 

 

February 5th 

Interagency meeting - 3pm at the shire 

 

FEBRUARY 15th  - CRC MEETING 

 

February 16th 

Ordinary council meeting 
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Squash Court 

OPEN      

Located at the back of the Sports Complex 

Agreements, Keys and Tokens are available from the Shire Office. 

 Fees and Charges are as follows : 

 Key Bond (Fully refundable) - $100 Cash. 

 Court Hire—$11.00 per token = one hours use 

 We do not hire equipment (racquets/balls etc) 

 Entry is permitted to key holders only 

 

Meekatharra Library  
 

Did you know we get a new exchange of 
books every month? Come in and check out 

what is new this month! 
 

If there is a particular novel or author you 
are interested in, we can request these for 
you, just pop in to the Shire office and see 

Josie. 
 

Please note that you must be an 
existing member of the library to 

order in books. 
 

IT’S EASY (AND FREE) TO JOIN UP! 
 
 

The Library is open:  
Monday to Friday  

8.00 am to 4.30 pm. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE 
SHIRE MUSEUM LATELY?? 

 
IT’S ALL PART OF THE 

MEEKATHARRA LIBRARY 
EXPERIENCE!! 

 
Located in the Shire Office  
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Personalised 

Professional 

Bookkeeping and 

Administration 

Service 

  

Get your receipts in order 
before the end of financial 

year rush. 

  

Contact Anita on 
0400761747 

Or email 

anitaseery@hotmail.com 

DOG CONTROL 

WHEN WALKING YOUR DOGS ON THE TOWN OVAL THEY MUST 

BE ON A LEASH AT ALL TIMES AND HELD BY YOU -  THE OWNER. 

YOU MUST BE IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF YOUR ANIMAL AT ALL 

TIMES AND DISPOSE OF ANY DROPPINGS IN THE RUBBISH BINS PROVIDED 

BY THE COUNCIL. 

Thank you, Meekatharra Shire 

 

DOES YOUR DOG HAVE TICKS? 

YOU CAN GET THEM SPRAYED FOR FREE 

EVERY OCTOBER WHICH WILL LAST UP TO 8 

WEEKS! 

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST WITH THE SHIRE 

(08) 9980 0600 

mailto:anitaseery@hotmail.com
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Handyman Services 

 

Painting 

Lawns mowed 

Reticulation repairs 

and Installation 

Commercial  Cleaning 

 

Small Motor Repairs 

 

Whipper snippers 

Brush cutters 

Lawn Mowers 

Paul Morris 

Phone :    99811836 

Mobile:    0419959628 

YULELLA VISION STORE  

Will now be opening six days a week to give 

everyone the opportunity to browse and save on  

Household, Electrical, Hardware, 

Clothing, Manchester & Giftware. 

NEW OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

9:00am – 4:00pm 

SATURDAY 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

62 Main Street 

Meekatharra 

Telephone: (08) 9980 1756 

 

 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Will now ONLY be treating injured wildlife  -  

NOT domestic animals such as cats and dogs. 

Jo is having a break due to health issues - please respectful 

of this 
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MEEKATHARRA WAR MEMORIAL SWIMMING POOL OPENING HOURS  

  MONDAY - FRIDAY  9.30PM - 1.30PM  3.00PM - 6.00PM 

  FRIDAY NIGHT   7.00PM - 9.00PM 

  SATURDAY   10.30AM - 5.30PM 

  SUNDAY    12.00PM - 5.30PM 

ENTRY COSTS 

CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 10 MUST BE SIGNED IN AND SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT 

OVER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS.  

AN ADULT MAY SUPERVISE A MAXIMUM OF FIVE CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 10. 

ADULTS - $2.40 

CHILDREN - $1.40 

MURCHISON DENTAL TEAM VISITING SCHEDULE 2013 

  Meekatharra    4th Feb  -  15th Feb 

  Mt Magnet     25th Feb   -   8th March 

  Yalgoo      11th March  -   26th March 

  Meekatharra     6th May   -   17th May 

  Mt Magnet     27th May   -   7th June 

  Sandstone     10th June   -   14th June 

  Meekatharra     24th June   -   5th July 

  Cue       22nd July   -   2nd August 

  Meekatharra     19th August  -   30th August 

  Burringurrah     2nd Sept  -   6th Sept 

  Mt Magnet     16th Sept  -  27th Sept 

  Meekatharra    14th Oct  -  25th Oct 

  Mt Magnet     11th Nov  -  22nd Nov 

  Meekatharra    2nd Dec  -  20th Dec 
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Story and photos by Helen Doyle 
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In 2013 it is now compulsory for all 
children who turn 5 before 30 June 2013 to 

attend school in Western Australia. 

Available from the School on  

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 30th 2013 

Any queries please contact the 

school from  

Wednesday January 30th 2013  

9981 1092 
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How to turn Meeka Dirt into Beautiful 

Fertile Soil 

I started my garden in Meeka about two years ago with no knowledge of gardening or composting whatsoever. After a few 

books, DVDs, Internet research, chatting with fellow Meeka gardeners and lots of trial and error I have learnt a thing or two and 

have taken to a sustainable gardening practice. Whether you love (organic or non-organic) gardening, enjoy your veggie patch 

or garden bed at home or are simply sick of digging in rock hard ground, you may be interested in Bokashi composting.  

Bokashi is a Japanese term and is commonly used to describe this composting process that creates fermented matter with 

the help of bacteria and other micro-organisms. This fermented matter can be dug in the soil and creates compost. It is really 

quite simple. Following is a list of what you need in order to turn your own Meeka Dirt into fertile soil: 

A Bokashi Bucket (you can buy these online or find tutorials on the internet about how to build them yourself) 

Bokashi micro-organisms (again, you can buy these or find recipes online) 

Food scraps (Fruit and Veggies scraps, cooked meals, dairy products, meats, fish, paper tissues, processed foods and 

even bones - even though bones take a long time to break down) 

A patch of soil that you can dig a hole in 

Now how does it work? 

You collect your food scraps. 

At the end of the day or whenever you’ve got a nice portion of food scraps you chuck them in the bucket. 

Sprinkle a handful of the Bokashi micro-organisms on top and compress the air out of the food scraps by pressing them 

down with a potato masher or a plastic bag or similar. 

Close the lid of the bucket tightly (the bacteria work anaerobically i.e. without air. Oxygen slows them down.) 

Drain off the liquid every other day or so. This can be used as organic fertilizer for your garden or be poured down the 

drain to clean up the drains and sewerage tank/waterways. 

Keep doing above steps until the bucket is full. 

Let the micro-organisms finish their fermenting job by giving them another week or so. 

Dig a hole in the garden. 

Empty the contents of the bucket into the hole. They will have a pickled appearance and are likely to show white fungus 

growth. This is a sign that the fermentation process worked well. 

Mix some soil with it and cover it up with soil. 

Now let the soil micro-organisms and other little creepy crawlies do their job – they’ll munch through this fermented 

compost in a few weeks/months and create beautiful compost. 

What are the benefits of this? 

Recycling pretty much all of your food waste instead of adding it to landfill where it produces methane (a greenhouse gas 

much worse than carbon dioxide) 

Get free and high quality liquid fertilizer for your garden similar to compost tea, worm castings or seaweed extract 

Create compost often and in good quantities which improves water retention, soil life, soil nutrient content and soil 

consistency 

You can even keep the Bokashi bucket inside – since it’s airtight it doesn’t smell  

Quicker than the normal compost heap in the garden (but I find you still need the conventional compost if you’ve got lawn 

clippings, leaves or other garden matter since the bucket would be too small for that) 
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Now that’s the theory behind it. How does it actually work in Meeka though? Following are my very own experiences. The 

slightly negative ones come first: 

 They say it doesn’t smell. Well… when you open the lid it does have a bit of a smell depending on what you put in it. 

If it’s all going well it should only have that fermenting smell. If it’s not going well it can stink a bit whenever you open 

the lid. But the good thing is: with more of the micro-organisms and time it can all be fixed and will still create 

compost. 

 When temperatures rise to over 40 degrees I find the fertilizer (“Bokashi juice”) production slows down a bit since 

the perfect temperature range for bacteria is say 25-35 degrees and they seem to be suffering in the heat a bit. It still 

works though in the end, they just do it a bit slower than normal. 

 Online it says it only takes about two to four weeks for the soil life to turn the fermented matter into compost as soon 

as you dig it in the ground. I find in Meeka it takes a little bit longer due to the poor soil life and lack of earth worms 

and other soil crawlies.  

Now to the positive results:    

 It works!! It really works! And I love it!  

 Our rubbish bin is free of food scraps and doesn’t smell. 

 The fertilizer is fantastic! I give it to my plants (to all of them. Veggies, succulents, natives, shrubs, lawn…) every 

week and don’t only apply it just to the soil but also to the foliage and even more concentrated than the internet 

advises you to. They all thrive! I don’t seem to have any pests bugging me, no mineral or nutrition deficiencies in my 

plants and that chilli bush has been growing, flowering and fruiting for nine months straight.  

 I checked the patch where I dug in a bucket full of fermented matter a few months ago and this is what I found: 

 Everything bar a duck bone, some egg shells and a teabag was totally broken down. 

 There was crumbly dark compost throughout the patch. 

 You could see the buzzing and healthy soil life with your bare eyes let alone all the micro-organisms 
  that you can’t see without a microscope! I’m hoping I might be able to grow an earthworm population if 
  do this often enough. 

 The soil holds moisture really well as opposed to the sandy dirt that either repels water or lets it soak 
  straight through. 

 It was beautiful loam instead of the dirt that either compacts to rock hard ground or is so sandy it just 
  falls  apart in your hand. 

 The pH level was a nice neutral unlike the quite alkaline Meeka dirt. 

It feels great knowing that you’re doing your bit by recycling your food scraps. It’s a round circle - a sustainable concept. I 

don’t feel so bad anymore when I left some fruit or veggies for too long and don’t want to eat it anymore. If the snaggers 

don’t all get eaten or the cheese dried out I know they’re not totally gone to waste but they will improve my garden. Just 

imagine what it would be like if many more people and restaurants or schools were to recycle all their food scraps. The 

landfill would be pretty much food scrap free, greenhouse gas emission would be lowered by quite a bit and the soil in many 

backyards would be thriving and healthy. Even if you don’t grow a garden the soil will still benefit from this organic matter 

being added. 

If you need more information have a look online (just search for “Bokashi” and you will get many results. YouTube videos, 

internet blogs, forum discussions and websites selling Bokashi buckets and micro-organisms …) 

On the next page are some photos of Bokashi recycling in Meeka and the results I was describing above: 



 

 

 

16 

 



 

 

17 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

VENESSA WATSON-BATES 

WHO TURNS 60 ON JANUARY 26TH 

Venessa with her new grandson Travis 
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YOU CAN ALSO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MIDWESTSEPTICS.COM.AU 

OR EMAIL US AT : MIDWESTSEPTICS@GMAIL.COM 
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DARCY LEWIS  

&  

LAUREN ‘LOZ’ HOWDEN 

ON THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF YOUR 

ENGAGEMENT 

 

(About time Darcy!!) 
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Newman Vet  

Meekatharra 
 

Dr. Rick Fenny 

Located at Paddy’s Flat 

For appointments phone: 9175 1309 or  

0408 936 061 

EMERGENCY ADVICE : 9175 1309  

or Dalkeith Veterinary Clinic on 9386 6277 
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REFRIGERATION & AIR CONDITIONING MEEKATHARRA 

43 MAIN STREET 

PH: 9980 1212 

 

GET YOUR COOLING SYSTEMS WORKING THEIR BEST BEFORE THE HOT WEATHER 

 

IMPROVE PERFORMANCE AND REDUCE ELECTRICITY COSTS BY CARRYING OUT PRE 

SUMMER MAINTENANCE – FOR ADVICE OR TO BOOK A SERVICE, 

CALL TODAY – PH: 9980 1212 

 

WE CATER TO ALL REQUIREMENTS - 

REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE AND NEW INSTALLATIONS for 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL AND MINING. 

 

ALL AREAS – KUMARINA, WILUNA, CUE,MT MAGNET, SANDSTONE and SURROUNDS 
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To find out about local resident fares -  call or email Lanie on the above details 
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About the Service 

The Central West Mental Health Service 

covers the Midwest, Gascoyne and 

Murchison regions encompassing an area of 

some 605,000kms2 and with a population of 

60,000 people. The area serviced extends 

from Onslow in the north to Greenhead in 

the South and inland to Wiluna. Offices are 

located in Geraldton, Carnarvon, 

Meekatharra and Exmouth. 

The Central West Mental Health Service 

provides confidential assessment, treatment 

and management for people with a mental 

health problem. Priority is given to those 

with a major mental illness or those at risk 

due to their mental state. Psychiatric crisis 

and ongoing case management are provided. 

Liaison and consultation with other services 

and agencies is also offered. The team is 

made up of experienced mental health 

nurses, social workers, occupational 

therapists, psychologists, consultant 

psychiatrists, youth counsellors and 

Indigenous mental health workers.  

Staffing at regional sites may very. We are 

committed to working with the community 

to provide a broad mental health service to 

the people of the Midwest. 

Teams 

The Central West Mental Health Service 

provides the following programs: 

Older Adult 

The Central West Mental Health Service Older 

Adult Mental Health program is structured to 

assist older people with a mental illness or 

behavioural difficulties. It is available for 

Indigenous people from the age of 55 years 

and non Indigenous people from the age of 

65. The team work closely with the GP and 

other services to improve the quality of life for 

people who have a mental illness. 

Adult 

The Central West Mental Health Service Adult 

Program provides confidential assessment, 

treatment and management for those between 

18-65 years old with a mental health problem. 

Priority is given to those with a major mental 

illness or those at risk due to their mental 

state. Psychiatric crisis and ongoing case 

management are provided. Liaison and 

consultation with other services and agencies 

is also offered. 

Youth 

The Youth Counselling Service (YCS) is a 

program within the Central West Mental 

Health Services based in Geraldton, which 

works with young people aged 14-25 years. 

Child and Adolescent 

The Child and Adolescent Mental Health 

Service is an integrated program within 

Central West Mental Health Service, which 

provides comprehensive specialist clinical 

services to children and adolescents of the 

Midwest Region. These services include direct 

service provision, consultation and liaison, 

health promotion, prevention, early 

intervention, planning and capacity building 
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Indigenous Perinatal Mental Health  

Service 

The Healthy Parents Health Minds 

Indigenous Mental Health Service provides 

support to women, their partners and 

families during and after pregnancy. This 

services is available in the Gascoyne only. 

 

Referrals 
 

Central West Mental Health Service has an 

open referral policy. 

Adults and older adults can be referred to the 

service by: 

 General Practitioner 

 Self referral 

 Other agencies 

Referral to the Child and Adolescent Service 

is through: 

 General Practitioner 

 Self/parent/guardian 

 S p e c i a l i s t  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s 
(pediatrician) 

 School psychologist 

 Child/Community Health Nurse 

 

After Hours 

After hours services are provided by 

Rurallink which is a free telephone service 

provided by trained mental health clinicians. 

Your Meekatharra Team! 

Welcome to Trina Cooper! 

Patty Councillor Steve Beeson 
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Every Thursday 

Enquiries: 9981 1053  
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MEEKATHARRA HEALTH CENTRE 

SERVICES 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

As all dates are subject to change—please confirm appointments the day before.  

(Appointments availability is usually determined by prioritising according to 

health needs) 

RFDS MEDICAL SERVICE 

 9981 0604 

Outpatient Opening Times : Monday—Friday 9am—12 noon (except 

Thursday 10am—12 noon) & 2pm—4pm. Medical Services are 

prioritised according to urgency. 

 

After Hours is for EMERGENCIES Only 

Meekatharra Hospital: 9981 0600 

Community Health: 9981 0636 

Aged Hostel: 9981 0645 

Mental Health: 9981 0625 

RFDS Clinic/Reception - Doctors Appointments: 9981 0604 

2012 Festival DVD’S ON SALE 

NOW! 

$10  

FROM THE SHIRE OFFICE 
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Staffing 

The Shire farewelled its Customer Service Officer Josefine Adler and 

Administration Assistant Amy Elworthy in the month of December. These 

positions were advertised before the Christmas break and new officers will begin 

this month.  

Community Development/Administration Officer Kelly Fuhrmann also handed in 

her resignation in the month of December after nearly three years in the role. 

Kelly will be leaving her employment with the Shire on the Australia Day Long 

weekend and heading to ‘the big smoke’. 

Most recently Sport and Recreation Elaine King has finished up with the Shire 

after a number of years working in the area of youth, sport and recreation. We 

wish all these staff the best with their future endeavours. 

Community Consultation 

Acting Community Development Services Manager Samantha Tarling and 

Community Development/Administration Officer Kelly Fuhrmann undertook 

extensive community consultation throughout the month of December. The 

Shire hoped to ascertain the communities aspirations for Meekatharra over the 

next ten years. These aspirations will form part of the Shire’s Community 

Strategic Plan which will help shape the direction of the Shire in the coming 

years. 

The communities response to the community consultation was overwhelming. 

During the month of December 116 people provided feedback to the Shire 

around the level of service which it provides and its satisfaction relating to a 

variety of services and upkeep of facilities. 

This was the second round of consultation undertaken by the Shire and the 

current draft Community Strategic Plan will be amended to include the common 

themes which were evident during discussions held with community members 

and groups. This draft plan will then be presented to the Shire Council for any 

changes prior to being adopted. A copy of the final plan will be made available 

upon completion. 

COUNCIL NEWS 
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Local Emergency Management Arrangements 

In 2005 The Shire of Meekatharra  established a Local Emergency Management 

Committee (LEMC) to oversee, plan and test the local emergency management 
arrangements. The LEMC includes representatives from agencies, organisations 
and community groups that are relevant to the identified risks and emergency 
management arrangements for the community. The LEMC is not an operational 
committee but rather an organisation established by Council to ensure that local 
emergency management arrangements are written and placed into effect for the 
Shire. 

One of the requirements of Council under the Emergency Management Act is to 
ensure that effective local emergency management arrangements are prepared 

and maintained for its district (within the guidelines of the Act). 

In line with this requirement Council has endorsed the Local Emergency 
Management Arrangements. There are a number of purposes for this document, 
however just a few of these are to detail: 

 The Shire of Meekatharra’s Policies for emergency management 

 The roles and responsibilities of public authorities and other persons 
involved in emergency management within the District 

 Procedures for the coordination of emergency management operations and  

activities; 

 A description of emergencies that could occur within the Shire of 
Meekatharra 

 Strategies and priorities for emergency management in Meekatharra 

A copy of this document will soon be available free of charge from the Shire 
Office or from the Shire’s web site. 

 

Aerodrome Emergency 

On Saturday December 1st an aircraft  lost power to one engine and declared 
an emergency with Melbourne Traffic Control.  The Shire of Meekatharra 
Aerodrome Emergency plan was put into effect with a very good turn out of our 
emergency services and Police.  Fortunately, the aircraft landed without incident. 

It was pleasing to see the response of a real emergency by our volunteer fire-
fighters and ambulance officers. 
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GWALIA STREET - MEEKATHARRA 

COMPRISING 5 B/R QUARTERS WITH LIVING 

AREA 

OFFICE WITH RECEPTION AREA 

WORKSHOP WITH PIT FULLY ENCLOSED 

WELL LAID OUT FOR OPERATING ANY 

BUSINESS 

LOTS OF SPACE - 1600 + SQUARE METRES  

DOUBLE BLOCK 

FULLY SECURITY FENCED 

ENQUIRIES TO TONY 

0418 801 089 
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December Sudoku Solution 

Brain Teaser 

What seven letter word has 

hundreds of letters in it? 

Answer: Mailbox 
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From Page 48 

 

ARE YOU 

READING THIS?? 

 

 

HAVE YOU 

THOUGHT ABOUT 

ADVERTISING IN 

THE MEEKA 

DUST?? 

RING 9980 0600  

FOR DETAILS 
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6 EGG WHITES AT ROOM TEMPERATURE 

315 GRAMS (1.5 CUPS) OF CASTER SUGAR 

3 TEASPOONS OF CORNFLOUR 

2 TEASPOONS OF WHITE VINEGAR 

1 TEASPOON OF VANILLA ESSENCE 

375 ML (1.5 CUPS) OF THICKENED CREAM 

2 MANGOES - CHEEKS REMOVED, PEELED AND CUT IN TO THIN WEDGES 

1 BANANA PEELED AND THINLY SLICED 

4 PASSIONFRUITS/HALVED 

 

 

STEP 1 Preheat oven to 150°C. Line a large baking tray with non-stick baking paper. Draw a 

  20cm disc on the paper and turn the paper ink-side down. 

 

STEP 2 Use an electric beater to beat the egg white in a clean, dry bowl until firm peaks form. 

  Gradually add the sugar, 1 tablespoon at a time, beating constantly, until the sugar  

  dissolves and the mixture is thick and glossy. Beat in the cornflour, vinegar and  

  vanilla essence. 

 

STEP 3 Spoon the meringue mixture onto the disc and use a flat-bladed knife to shape the  

  meringue and make furrows. Bake in oven for 10 minutes. 

 

STEP 4 Reduce oven temperature to 110°C. Bake for a further 1 hour or until the meringue is 

  crisp and dry. Turn oven off. Leave meringue in oven, with the door closed, to cool  

  completely. 

 

STEP 5 Use a balloon whisk to whisk the cream in a bowl until firm peaks form. Spread the  

  cream over the top of the pavlova. Top with mango and banana. Drizzle over   

  passionfruit pulp. 



 

 

 

48 

 

 
January 21st - 25th  

Dream time PR and st John ambulance Youth hip 

hop workshops 

January 19th 

Ordinary council meeting 

January 26th 

Australia day activities at the pool 

February 5th 

Interagency meeting - 3pm at the shire 

February 16th 

Ordinary council meeting 

February 15th 

CRC MEETING 


