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Wel come to Meekatharra, Western Australia. We are a- sma
West region of WA. Our town is | ocated on the Great Nort
emergency, and medical St CAlN Vi CEEHS], cattle stations, remot
ism. You will soon find that there is more to Meeka than
We are a vibrant, friendly, and active community of peorg
friends here, and if you need anything, al | you have tc
speci al i nter avdtr kgracups,itaktser& events most days of t he
There are several useful townuRabebbakhapragasDusndpabhe Bi

on mo st t own events and news.
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Before the 1890's, the area we now calll Meekat harra was
as Mikadah by the Yamat]j i inhabitants and means "pl ace
water". The rich | andscape provided a wide variety of b
er in the form of both plants and animals, with soaks a
ma holes providing v-ibaehdwaTke bBbDstoebBcyear

soak is signposted and stild]l visible if you take the R
Creek Trail that parallels Main Street.

The two main groups in our nearby region are the Ngoon
Wadj ar i and -Nyhe, Yogunwa have many families in

town who come from many of our neighbouring and regiona
digenous groups and who have played an i mportant part i
pastor al i ndustry and the growth of the area's towns.
Meeka came | ate into the gold rush, with a brief flurry
in the mid 1890's when J. F. Connolly'"s horse reputedly
on glmdaring rock some distance south of her e. Mo s t gol
prospecting and mining activity took place near our ad
towns, including Garden Gully and Nannine, which are n
bare®ligi ble ghost towns a short di stance from town. Pros
tors Me e han, Porter and Stoich registered their mi ne,
Meekat harra" in 1894, and by 1894 a settl ement had spru
as those struck with gold fever |l ooked for fresh prospec
The town was gazetted in 1903 and became a natur al cen
point, with Afghan camel trains travelling north and so
the rough dirt track that is now the Great Northern Hig
photo above shows a camel train bringing supplies up M
tharra's Main Street in 1910.

As demand grew, t-he “sthat e .  bwilt a railroad connecting
trhiairon agat o 5 Pedrst he il ng a1 9 1005 AatinidE ot og e Wil T utindar s ienn 2109032 The Wil
c I3 ossteid i n 18985 74 |l eaving Meeka as the northern end of th
owned railway system; this is the main reason for Meeka
growth as our neighbouring towns saw their gold booms
Sheep farming brought significant pastoral activity, wh |
dominated by cattle. Meekatharra's station families are
of our community.

During WW2, the Americans built our wunique airstrip. IRNERe
centr al |l ocation in WA mean we see some unusual aircraf
ing in to refuel|, and it is now an important base for t}
ing Doctor Service.

IS P e e 1 O O s e the Great Northern Highway was seal ed, n
the region more accessible for mi ning and pastor al tra
The railway closed in 1978, giving way to the famous r o
and cattle trucks and making Meekatharra a natur al hub
ernment and other services. The School of the Air was
based here and is still in use via its new base in Ger
many of our children.

Our Museum is a wonderful, eclectic place where you ca
pl ore many interesting details and stories of Meekathar:rt

ry



