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Welcome to Meekatharra, Western Australia. We are a small town about 760 kilometers north of Perth, in the Mid-

West region of WA. Our town is located on the Great Northern Highway and is a busy hub for supplies, government, 

emergency, and medical services, cattle stations, remote indigenous communities, mining, prospecting, and tour-

ism. You will soon find that there is more to Meeka than meets the eye! 

 

We are a vibrant, friendly, and active community of people from many places and all walks of life. It is easy to make 

friends here, and if you need anything, all you have to do is ask around. There are several clubs, volunteer and 

special interest groups, after-work activities & events most days of the week, and many recreational resources. 

There are several useful town Facebook pages, and the Shire-run Meekatharra Dust page will keep you up to date 

on most town events and news. 

MEEKATHARRA FACT FILE 

Shire Area: 100,733 square km 

Sealed Roads 115.8 kilometres 

Unsealed Roads 1,836.8 kilometres 

Town Population 675 (2021 Census) 

Shire Population 1,200 (2021 Census) 

Annual Rainfall 200mm 

 

We are 521 metres above sea level. 

Welcome to Meekatharra 

For more information 

check out the Shire of 

Meekatharra’s website 

or scan here 



 

 

Before the 1890's, the area we now call Meekatharra was known 

as Mikadah by the Yamatji inhabitants and means "place of little 

water". The rich landscape provided a wide variety of bush tuck-

er in the form of both plants and animals, with soaks and gnam-

ma holes providing vital water sources year-round. The historic 

soak is signposted and still visible if you take the Rangelands 

Creek Trail that parallels Main Street. 

 

The two main groups in our nearby region are the Ngoonooru 

Wadjari and the Yugunga-Nya, but we have many families in 

town who come from many of our neighbouring and regional in-

digenous groups and who have played an important part in the 

pastoral industry and the growth of the area's towns. 

 

Meeka came late into the gold rush, with a brief flurry of interest 

in the mid 1890's when J.F. Connolly's horse reputedly stumbled 

on gold-bearing rock some distance south of here. Most gold 

prospecting and mining activity took place near our adjoining 

towns, including Garden Gully and Nannine, which are now a 

barely-visible ghost towns a short distance from town. Prospec-

tors Meehan, Porter and Stoich registered their mine, "The 

Meekatharra" in 1894, and by 1894 a settlement had sprung up 

as those struck with gold fever looked for fresh prospects. 

 

The town was gazetted in 1903 and became a natural centre 

point, with Afghan camel trains travelling north and south along 

the rough dirt track that is now the Great Northern Highway. The 

photo above shows a camel train bringing supplies up Meeka-

tharra's Main Street in 1910. 

 

As demand grew, the state built a railroad connecting Meeka-

tharra to Perth in 1910 and to Wiluna in 1932. The Wiluna line 

closed in 1957, leaving Meeka as the northern end of the state-

owned railway system; this is the main reason for Meekatharra's 

growth as our neighbouring towns saw their gold booms fade. 

Sheep farming brought significant pastoral activity, which is now 

dominated by cattle. Meekatharra's station families are a key part 

of our community. 

 

During WW2, the Americans built our unique airstrip. Its size and 

central location in WA mean we see some unusual aircraft com-

ing in to refuel, and it is now an important base for the Royal Fly-

ing Doctor Service. 

 

In the 1970's, the Great Northern Highway was sealed, making 

the region more accessible for mining and pastoral transport. 

The railway closed in 1978, giving way to the famous road trains 

and cattle trucks and making Meekatharra a natural hub for gov-

ernment and other services. The School of the Air was once 

based here and is still in use via its new base in Geraldton by 

many of our children. 

 

Our Museum is a wonderful, eclectic place where you can ex-

plore many interesting details and stories of Meekatharra's histo-

ry. 

Our Background 



 

 

Pets 

Responsible pet ownership is so important. We have multiple services in town to help pets and their owners. We 

have an annual vet program run by Murdoch University Vet Program, they provide free sterilisation and pet checks. 

We have a regular vet who comes to town and can provide vet services including vaccinations and sterilisations 

(free of charge to health care card holders), Dr Rick Fenny can be contacted on 0408 938 061. 

 

The Shire has regular Ranger visits throughout the year. The Ranger is responsible for microchipping animals, en-

suring all animals are kept in yards, supporting the Murdoch Vet Program and much more. 

 

Waste and Recycling 

The Shire provides rubbish collection twice a week to residential areas, collected on Tuesday and Friday mornings. 

Bins in commercial areas are collected six times a week. 

 

The Meekatharra Rubbish Tip is located off the Great Northern Highway North of town, the first left after the Gold-

fields Highway turn off and is open all hours. There are signs to direct you to the correct place to dump your rub-

bish. Disposals are free except for hazardous waste – contact the shire office for more information.  

 

Yulella Aboriginal Corporation runs the Containers for Change refund point twice a week on Marmont Street. They 

are open Wednesday afternoons and Saturday mornings, there is also a drop off area open throughout the week. 

Contact Yulella  for more information. 

 

Meeka Goes Green is a local non-for-profit recycling centre in town run by volunteers. They operate every Saturday 

morning from 9am-11am on Railway Street, you are welcome to come along to drop off your recyclables and hang 

out with the team.  

 

Business and Service Directory 

On the Shire’s website there is a Business and Service Directory that is updated regularly with all businesses and 

services within Meekatharra. If you want to find a number or contact information this is a great place to start. 

 

Health Services 

The hospital's emergency department is open 24/7. For non-emergency medical treatment, call the GP clinic for an 

appointment. If you need to travel to Geraldton or Perth for specialist treatment, ask your referring doctor to provide 

you with PATS (Patient Assisted Travel) forms. You take these forms over to the hospital administration desk. The 

PATS scheme is a means of reimbursing remote area residents for some of the costs associated with having to 

travel for certain medical reasons. 

 

Our hospital has a pathology lab and x ray service, and there is a chemist in Main Street. If your medical situation is 

urgent, the doctor may request that you be flown out to a larger hospital based in Geraldton or Perth. We also have 

a mental health clinic which offers counselling and referral services. There are have several visiting medical and 

mental health services who come to Meekatharra, including a regular dentist, plus physio, diabetes consultant, po-

diatrist, optometrist and others. The GP clinic will be able to provide you with the latest schedule. Contact the Hos-

pital on 9981 0600 or GP Clinic on 6444 7980 for more information. 

Good To Know 



 

 

Events 

Meekatharra has a packed events calendar with a wide range of activities for kids, adults and families. There is al-

ways something to do.  

 

We have weekly activities including yoga, adult sports nights, markets, Rhyme Time and programs at the Youth 

Centre. There are a few annual events in town too such as the Community Awards, Quiz Nights, Meeka Outback 

Festival, Walk for Suicide Awareness, NAIDOC Week, Christmas Party and much more. 

 

To keep up to date with what is happening in town check out the Shire of Meekatharra’s Events Page on their web-

site. This is updated regularly and the community is able to post community events too. 

 

Trails 

The Meeka Rangelands Discovery Trail – Heritage as rich as the landscape. The Drive Trail, Town Heritage Walk, 

Creek Trail and Lookout Trail are a mix of the rich history of Meekatharra while showing what the town has now 

become. Immerse yourself in the culture of the town whilst taking in the beauty of the landscapes. 

 

Facilities 

The Shire has many facilities available to use, see the Shire’s website or head in to the Shire Office to find out how 

you can use them. The town has a swimming pool, gym, library, museum, squash court, tennis court and basketball 

court. 

Things To Do 



 

 

Meekatharra Community Resource and Visitor Centre 

The Meekatharra Community Resource and Visitor Centre is the main 

hub for all tourists and those wanting to explore the region. 

 

Museum 

Located in the Shire Offices on Main Street, the museum is home to 

hundreds of photographs dating back to the beginning of the town and 

memorabilia of life in Meekatharra throughout history. 

 

Peace Gorge 

Peace Gorge is located 3km out of town on the Landor-Meekatharra 

Road. This ideal picnic and self-contained camping spot is famous for 

its formations of granite rocks 

 

Mt Yagahong 

Mount Yagahong, 40km South-East along the Meekatharra-Sandstone 

Road, rises 150 metres above the surrounding landscape. The soil and 

elevation of Mount Yagahong provide healthy habitat for over 70 kinds 

of native plants, including bush tucker like the Wild Pear or Cogla. 

 

Barlangi Rock 

Barlangi Rock is located 75km down the Meekatharra-Sandstone Road 

and is centred in one of Australia’s 27 confirmed meteorite craters. This 

rock was formed over 2.23 billion years ago but since then the crater 

has filled up with soil, only seen by those who know what to look for. 

 

Gold Mining and Prospecting 

Meekatharra's surroundings reverberate with the district's rich gold min-

ing history. Mining pits, both abandoned and operational, present an 

interesting and stunning setting. 

 

Wildflowers and Wildlife  

The red dirt of Meekatharra comes alive with a stunning display of col-

ourful wildflowers when the winter rains arrive. For anyone interested in 

flora and fauna, this is a must-see. 

 

Mt Gould Police Station 

This historic police station, which operated from 1888 to 1902 to take 

swift action against sheep killing in the area, is located 156 kilometres 

west of Meekatharra on the Landor-Meekatharra Road. 

 

Bilyuin Pool 

This popular camping spot is simply peaceful and a great overnight 

spot. Bilyuin Pool is accessible from the Ashburton Downs Road, 85km 

north of Meekatharra and has no facilities. 

 

Peak Hill 

This abandoned gold mining town has the remains of what was a busy 

town of around 190 people in 1898. 

 

Murchison GeoRegion 

Meekatharra is part of the Murchison GeoRegion which celebrates the 

unique and ancient landscape of this region.  This self-drive trail visits 

21 sites in seven Shires within the Murchison. For more information 

visit murchisongeoregion.com 

Attractions 



 

 

St John Ambulance 

No matter where you live, you can make a positive impact in your com-

munity by becoming a St John volunteer. Whether you volunteer as a 

hospital volunteer, first aid officer or a community transport volunteer, 

with St John Ambulance, you’ll learn new skills like endorsed first aid 

qualifications, build strong relationships with new people you meet, and 

work with emergency services to make a real contribution to your com-

munity. You’ll also receive a range of fantastic benefits. 

 

State Emergency Services (SES) 

It takes thousands of dedicated Western Australian  State Emergency 

Service (SES) volunteers from across the state to provide emergency 

assistance 24 hours a day, seven days a week.   

 

Volunteer Fire and Rescue 

The Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service of Western Australia (VFRS) is 

dedicated to serving the Western Australian community in fire preven-

tion, fire suppression, emergency rescue and hazardous materials re-

sponse. There is also the option of becoming a volunteer support mem-

ber. Depending upon the requirements of your local Brigade, you may 

be able to volunteer by providing support assistance with equipment, 

radio monitoring, administration and catering to other members of the 

brigade. 

 

Golf Club 

The Meekatharra Golf Club is located on Goldfields Highway 3km out of 

town. The green may not be so green but this course is a great facility 

for our town. The club meets annually in May for the Meekatharra Golf 

Open. 

 

Gymkhana Club 

We hold one event per year on a date that is also advertised prior, this 

year is April the 15th and we need volunteers for around a week prior, 

the day before the day of and the day after the event, unless you want-

ed to join the committee and then it is a little more involved. The club is 

run wholly by volunteers and these events cannot happen without the 

generous support of the community. 

 

Meeka Goes Green 

Meeka Goes Green in our local recycling centre located on Railway 

Street and run by volunteers in the Meekatharra community. They are 

open every Saturday between 9am-11am to take in your recycling, have 

a chat and learn more about being green. The best way to join in is to 

rock up during opening hours or potentially reach out via Facebook or 

email. The time commitment is completely up to you and how much time 

you want to spend with the amazing volunteers working towards becom-

ing more sustainable.  

 

Meeka FM Radio 

The local Meeka radio station is call Meeka FM 98.3 and is run by volun-

teers here in town. Meeka FM plays the Radio MAMA (Midwest Aborigi-

nal Media Association) program. More information can be found on the 

Radio MAMA website below. The team provide coverage of local 

events, advertise local incentives and provide information for locals. 

 

For up to date contact information for each club visit the Shire’s website 

Clubs and Volunteering 



 

 


