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‘The Meekatharra Dust’ is a non-profit 

community newspaper. 

Articles or advertisements can be posted to  

PO Box 315 Meekatharra,  

faxed on   

(08) 9981 1505  

or left at the Shire Office  

Or try emailing us at 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Advertising Rates:   

  

 

 

If you would like to 

subscribe to  

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

simply complete the 

form below and send 

with your payment to: 

Subscriptions are:  

$39.00 (inc GST) eleven issues 

including postage. Subscriptions are 

for a 12 month period from the date 

stated on your form. 

 

CO-ORDINATOR 

“The Meekatharra Dust” 

PO BOX 315 

Meekatharra WA 6642 

 

NAME:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS _______________ 

_____________________________ 

DATE:________________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  

_________________________ 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY  ! 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT DOG CONTROL 

When walking your dogs on the  town oval you must be in complete 

control of your animal at all times and dispose of any droppings in the 

rubbish bins provided by the council.  

Thank you, Meekatharra Shire 
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GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other 

material contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not 

intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. 

No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication 

without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the 

applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by 

the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss 

suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein.    

Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information, 

about events, or photos you have taken that 

you would like included in the Meekatharra 

Dust, please drop them into the Shire before 

Note from Council 

All items to be presented at Council Meetings need to be submitted to Shire Staff two weeks prior 

to Council Meeting dates.  All items received after this time will be held for further consideration. 

IMPORTANT DATES AUGUST 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

15 AUGUST 2015 9.30AM  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CNR MAIN AND SAVAGE STREETS 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

WEBINAR 

                      
Thinking about becoming a Western Australian Elected Member 

but not sure if you are the right person for the role? 

 

Then this Webinar is for you. 

WALGA is offering a free webinar for individuals who are considering be-

coming Elected Members on Wednesday, 12 August at 5.30pm. 

 

The webinar will run for 45 minutes and will cover the following topics: 

 

• About Local Government 

• Becoming an Elected Member 

• Councillor Roles and Responsibilities 

• Council Meetings 

• Personal Responsibilities 

• Impacts on Home Life 

 

You will have the opportunity to listen to and ask questions of Local Govern-

ment experts who will give clear guidance on what Elected Members can 

and cannot do. 

 

This Webinar will also be hosted on the WALGA Training website for you to 

reference in the future. 

 

For any further questions on the webinar please contact James McGovern, 

Manager Governance on 9213 2093 or email jmcgovern@walga.asn.au. 
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Bubbles & Barney ~ A story of feathers and fur 
 

Who says those of different backgrounds cannot find 
common ground or friendship. 
 
A bird and a dog, two very different species by any 
classification... little grounds for a friendship based on the 
histories and general natures of the species. 
 
While Bubbles owner was away, Bubbles went to stay 
with Barney’s owner.  Neither animal is a young one (but 
not so old either!), so the theory goes there shouldn’t be 
too many new tricks... and yet... 
 
Bubbles used to circle Barney’s cage and Barney would 
dance around and back and forward with Bubbles... 
Bubbles would bark at Barney (and anything else that 
came up to the house) and Barney would dart at Bubbles. 
Just games.  After Bubbles went back home, it was like he 
never left Barney’s place for Barney could bark!!  But 
that’s not the story... 
 
Barney was having his cage cleaned and his temp cage 

latch came away and so Barney took off...  His owner was distraught beyond belief ... frantic calling, sweet 
cooing, food, nothing bought Barney down – he was off to stretch his wings. 
 
Friends were called, Mitch at the radio station was contacted to broadcast Barney’s escape and desperate 
search, anyone in the owner and her friends’ phones was called... to no avail no sightings reported.  Desperate 
moment in any pet owners’ life. 
 
So here’s the story – Bubble’s and his owner are out on their front porch at the end of the day, watching the 
sun go down with Bubbles barking away at the passersby.  When Bubbles tilts his head, like he can hear 
something worth paying attention to.. but we are guess here  
 
Three days and no sign or report on Barney. He has flown the coop so it seems.  But then on day three there’s a 
flash of colour a bit of tail hanging down from the car port gutter at Bubbles house.  “What was that”, “No 
way”, “It couldn’t be”, “Where’s my phone?”  Then a little head pops down (on that angle only a bird and a 
yoga expert can do). It couldn’t be. A frantic and somewhat excitedly cautious call is made... it could be... 
 
A dash to the car cage in hand and a quick drive to Bubbles house by Barney’s owner.  Some sweet calls and 
offers of treats and Barney is in the arms of his owner....  
 
You can call it a fluke or luck, but we think it was a case of friendship and familiarity.  A cross species 
communication, a story of feathers and fur.  
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The Late Kenneth Hall 

Neds Creek Station 

 

Kenneth Hall was born on the 1st September 1923, second child to Walter and  

Winifred Hall. He had an older sister Florence and later, two younger brothers 

 Peter and Ian. Sadly Ian passed away at just 12 years of age.  The family lived 
first at Illgararie Station and later at Bulloo Downs Station. Ken’s father was a  

manager until he and Peter purchased Bulloo Downs in later years. 

At the age of just 14 years, Ken left home to work on Ashburton Downs  

Station, doing general station work, including looking after windmills and  

mustering sheep –not his favourite animal. 

After three years at Ashburton Downs, Ken and a mate purchased horses,  

saddles and packs with the intention of heading for Queensland but with a 
drought on at the time, that plan fell through. His mate got a job working for 
Wattie Hall (Ken’s father) as a windmill man, whilst Ken took up roo shooting. 

 

When World War 2 broke out Ken was manpowered, preventing him from 
joining up, much to his disgust. His mate did go to war as a rear gunner and 
never  

returned. 

 

Following the war Ken worked at Bulloo for a short time. He had got himself a 
complete droving plant together and used to drive the Bulloo Downs and Ethel 
Creek 

 cattle to Meekatharra to go on the train to market. 

 

At the age of 23 Ken went into partnership with Monty Bender to purchase 
Neds Creek. At the time there was about 7 mills and 700 cattle on the station. 
Today there is 47 watering points and about 3500 cattle. The agreement was 
that Monty would supply the pounds and Dad would do the work. 

 

In 1952 Ken married Esma Nulsen of Wiluna and they made their home at 
Neds Creek. Shortly afterwards Monty Bender passed away  



 

 

11 

and Ken was forced to borrow money to pay out Monty’s widow. This was 
the one and only debt Ken ever had in his lifetime. 

 

Walter was their first-born son, followed by Clyde and then Lionel. All three 
boys were very much involved in the station during their childhood as well 
as doing correspondence lessons with their mother. Ken was always very 
proud of his boys, not that he would ever tell you, or them, that.  

 

In the mid 70’s the family purchased the lease of the adjoining New Spring 
Station, allowing them to run more cattle.  Clyde and Lionel then joined 
their parents in a family partnership, K&EL Hall & Sons. 

 

Ken was a terrific horse rider and an even better stockman.  He believed in 
handling stock gently and passed this onto his sons and his grandsons. 
That’s not to say he wouldn’t give a beast a touch up if it were being diffi-
cult! 

 

It could never be said that Ken was not a progressive person. He moved 
from horses to motorbikes to suzukis for mustering when he felt the time 
was right. Neds Creek was one of the first stations to start using solar power 
and he was never hesitant to change his cattle breed when he thought it nec-
essary to meet the market. 

 

What Ken achieved in his lifetime was due to sheer hard work and excellent 
management. He was a fair boss and those who worked for Ken had great 
respect for him. 

 

Retirement was not a word that Ken had any interest in. He continued to 
work on his beloved Neds Creek until well in his 80’s. Even when his body 
started to fail he would water the garden and do whatever he could, whilst 
waiting for his boys (sons and grandsons) to report to him at the end of the 
day about what was happening. 
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After 63 years of marriage it was a heartbreaking day for Ken when his 
wife Esma had to leave him to move to a nursing home. This would be the 
first time they would ever live apart.  

 

His wish was always to die at Neds Creek and he came very close, only 
spending a brief time in Meekatharra hospital before slipping peacefully 
away. 

 

Ken leaves an enormous legacy to all his family–a legacy of love, memo-
ries, knowledge, friendship and one of the best-run stations in the pastoral 
industry. 

 

He was a good and decent man –a gentleman –who loved his wife and 
family and was dedicated to his station. 

THANK YOU 

The Hall family would like to thank everyone for 
the expressions of sympathy, cards, flowers and  

attendance at the funeral of our father, father in 
law and grandfather, Kenneth Hall of Neds Creek 
Station. 

Special thanks are extended to Meg Forrester,  

Natalie Broad and Ron and Margaret Bell for their 
assistance in organising the funeral and wake. 

Thanks also to the Commercial Hotel and the 
Meekatharra Accommodation Centre (Caravan 
Park) for their catering. 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

 REGISTER OF SUPPLIERS OF GOODS OR SERVICES 

The Shire of Meekatharra uses a Register of Suppliers /Contractors for informing potential 

suppliers of Requests for Quotes for a wide range of goods and services.  Requests for Quotes 

will only be emailed to those on the list. 

Potential and existing suppliers are invited to register. 

Information Required. 

Business Name  

Contact person and number  

Postal Address 

ABN  

Type of Services/ Goods provider   

Please register by emailing admin@meekashire.wa.gov.au or telephone Rachel on 

99800600. 

mailto:admin@meekashire.wa.gov.au
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 Midwest Population Health Unit 

 
 

Mosquito-borne disease warning for the Midwest & Gascoyne 
 
An increase in Ross River Virus cases last month has resulted in the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) 
warning Midwest residents and visitors to take extra care to avoid mosquito bites. 
 
WACHS Midwest Population Health Unit is urging all residents and visitors to the Midwest & Gascoyne to 
take extra care to avoid mosquito bites following an increase in the number of cases of Ross River virus 
(RRV) infections in the region. 
 
WACHS Midwest Public Health Physician Dr Marisa Gilles said 21 RRV notifications were received in April 
alone, significantly higher than in the same period last year when there were no cases notified. 
 
Dr Gilles said that holiday makers from the Midwest should take extra precautions against mosquito bites 
when they visit other parts of Western Australia.  
 
”RRV occurs in nature in environmentally-driven cycles between mosquitoes and animals (including 
humans). It is transmitted only through the bite from a mosquito and cannot be caught from direct contact 
with another person or animal,” Dr Gilles said.  
 
“The illnesses caused by Ross River viruses may include painful joints, aching muscles, lethargy, fever, 
headache and skin rashes, and symptoms may last from weeks to months. 
 
“Patients are most commonly 20 to 60 years of age, although all age classes can be affected if exposed to 
mosquito bites. 
 
“People experiencing such symptoms should seek medical attention from their GP or local hospital. 
 
“There are no specific cures or vaccines for RRV so it is very important that people take care to prevent 
being bitten by mosquitoes. 
 
“Mosquitoes are at their most active at dawn and dusk. To reduce the chances of being bitten, people in 
mosquito-prone areas should cover up by wearing long, loose- fitting clothing and use insect repellents 
containing DEET or Picaridin as an active ingredient on exposed areas of skin. 
 
“Householders should ensure that insect screens fitted to doors and windows are in good condition. 
 
“Mosquito numbers can be reduced by removing stagnant water around the home or campsites. Mosquitoes 
will breed in anything that can hold water including old tyres, unused fish ponds and pot plant holders.” 
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Handyman Services 

Licensed Heavy Haulage Pilot 

Painting 

Reticulation repairs 

and Installation 

Commercial  Cleaning 

 

Small Motor Repairs 

Whipper snippers 

Brush cutters 

Lawn Mowers 

Chainsaws 

Paul Morris 

Phone :    99811836 

Mobile:    0400120278 

 GREEN MINING Pty Ltd 

Six tonne 2007 HINO 6.7 x 2.5m 
tray with 3 tonne trailer. (8.5 tonne 
payload) 

Available for local and regional 
freight services   

Personal pick-ups, deliveries, re-
movals and metal recycling service. 

Will collect from site and deliver 
locally or to Perth or Geraldton 

Call Roy on 0427 374 102 
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              For Sale/Rent/ or        Long Term Lease 

5 B/R Accommodation 

3 B/R Accommodation  

2 B/R Accommodation 

                          Large Workshop 

                          Large Storage Yard 

Phone: 0418 801 089 

All above properties neg separately 
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Meekatharra Library  
 

Did you know we get a new exchange of 
books every month? Come in and check out 

what is new this month! 
 

If there is a particular novel or author you 
are interested in, we can request these for 
you, just pop in to the Shire office and see 

Stacey. 
 

Please note that you must be an 
existing member of the library to 

order in books. 
 

IT’S EASY (AND FREE) TO JOIN UP! 
 
 

The Library is open:  
Monday to Friday  

8.00 am to 4.30 pm. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE 
SHIRE MUSEUM LATELY?? 

 

IT’S ALL PART OF THE 
MEEKATHARRA LIBRARY 

EXPERIENCE!! 

 

YULELLA VISION STORE  

Will now be opening six days a week to give 

everyone the opportunity to browse and save on  

Household, Electrical, Hardware, 

Clothing, Manchester & Giftware. 

NEW OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

9:00am – 4:00pm 

SATURDAY 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

62 Main Street 

Meekatharra 

Telephone: (08) 9980 1756 

 

 

Squash Court 

OPEN      

Located at the back of the Sports Complex 

Agreements, Keys and Tokens are available 

from the Shire Office. 

 Fees and Charges are as follows : 

Key Bond (Fully refundable) - $100 Cash. 

Court Hire—$11.00 per token = one hours use 

We do not hire equipment (racquets/balls 

etc) 

Entry is permitted to key holders only 
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YOU CAN ALSO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MIDWESTSEPTICS.COM.AU 

OR EMAIL US AT : MIDWESTSEPTICS@GMAIL.COM 
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REFRIGERATION & AIR CONDITIONING MEEKATHARRA 

43 MAIN STREET 

PH: 9980 1212 

 

GET YOUR COOLING SYSTEMS WORKING THEIR BEST BEFORE THE HOT WEATHER 

 

IMPROVE PERFORMANCE AND REDUCE ELECTRICITY COSTS BY CARRYING OUT   

PRE SUMMER MAINTENANCE – FOR ADVICE OR TO BOOK A SERVICE, 

CALL TODAY – PH: 9980 1212 

 

WE CATER TO ALL REQUIREMENTS - 

REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE AND NEW INSTALLATIONS for 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL AND MINING. 

 

ALL AREAS – KUMARINA, WILUNA, CUE, MAGNET, SANDSTONE and SURROUNDS 

9:30 am 
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ROYAL MAIL HOTEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION BAR RESTAURANT TAB POOL TABLE BEER GARDEN GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
 
 
 
 

AFFORDABLE ACCOMMODATION 

Single, Double, Triple and Family rooms 
available with secure parking next to the 
venue. Each come with their own full       
en-suite and is equipped with air con, TV, 
fridge and tea/coffee facilities. 
A cooked or continental breakfast is also 
available for purchase. 

 
RESTAURANT 

Come and enjoy a meal with the 
option of eating in our air-
conditioned dining room. 
Take away and phone bookings are also 
welcome. 
Also available are our small and large 
pizza selections. 
Large menu plus daily specials. 
We also supply on site and off site 
quality catering for any occasion. 

Please call Gitte on 0411 556080  

for more information. 
 

ROYAL MAIL HOTEL Main Street Meekatharra 6642 

P / 08 9981 1148 F / 08 9981 1113 E / royalmailmotel@gmail.com 

FOR UPDATES, INFO AND OFFERS LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT 

www.facebook.com/royalmailhotelmeekatharra 

THURSDAYS
8 BALL POOL 
KNOCKOUT 

COMPETITION 
8PM START 

 

DAILY SPECIALS 
DELICIOUS MEALS 

HOMEMADE PIZZAS
KIDS MENU 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT
ANY LARGE PIZZA FOR $15
PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

 

COMING SOON 
    NEW CHEF 

NEW MENU AVAILABLE SOON  
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bookings@meekatharraaccommodation.com.au         PH (08) 99811253      64 Main St Meekatharra   
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Contact our friendly staff today – 

Mobile: 0437 785 221 

Office: (08) 9981 1613 

Fax: (08) 9981 1714 
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Closing date for submissions for the Next  

Meekatharra Dust Edition:  

31 August 2015  

Important Dates 

August  2015 

COUNCIL MEETING 

15 AUGUST 2015 9.30 AM  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CNR MAIN AND SAVAGE STREETS 


