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Emergency Services respond to a practice emergency 

situation at the Meekatharra pool.   
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“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non 

profit community newspaper. 

 

If you have an article, a photo you 
would like to share or an advertise-

ment, you can post them to: 

 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642 

or drop them in at the Shire office. 

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with                                     
information about any upcoming              
community events then we want 

to hear from you! 

KEEPING UP TO DATE 
WITH WHATS 

HAPPENNING IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY! 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 
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GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other 

material contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not 

intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. 

No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication 

without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability 

to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by 

any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein.    

 

Note from Council 

All items to be presented at Council Meetings need to be 

submitted to Shire Staff two weeks prior to Council       

Meeting dates. All items received after this time will be 

held for further consideration. 

Don’t Forget! 

Meeka Markets 
11th June 2016 

9-11am, Shire Carport 
 

Meekatharra Outback Festival 
Committee Meeting 

15th June 2016 
5.15pm, Shire Offices 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
18th June 2016 

9.30am, Council Chambers 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT DOG CONTROL 

When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure 
you are in complete control of your animal at all times and 
dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by 
Council.  

Thank-You 

 

May was a very busy 

month for news in 

Meekatharra so enjoy 

reading the exciting June 

issue and keeping up to 

date with what’s going on 

in your community.  
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*MTOW = Maximum Take Off Weight 

* MT = Metric Tonne, 

* RPT = Regular Public Transport 
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What education looks like at M.D.H.S – A Snapshot 

Managing your Money - our high school students spent some  

time designing their own housing units in Mathematics and  

worked to a budget to make them as comfortable as they could.  

We hope to have some of their great work on display soon.  

 

The unit plans were completed on Excel worksheets, with some  

very professional designs. 
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MDHS Staff and First Aid 

Last month 12 staff from Meekatharra District High 
School spent a busy Saturday brushing up on their 

First Aid Skills. Blair Bayens, Community Paramedic 

Midwest East visited the school last week in a very 
special ambulance and having presented to students 

throughout the day went on to meet some of the staff 

who had attended. Everyone has now received their 

Certificate in Providing First Aid Response in an  
Education Setting – and four staff have also  

volunteered for St John’s in Meekatharra. 

“All Hands On Deck” for the  

Emergency Exercise 

A BIG “Thank You” to our students and staff for  

supporting the local Shire, Police and Volunteer  

Services during the recent Emergency Exercise.  

It was a very realistic evening which demonstrated 

how the various teams work together to reach a 

common goal. Congratulations to everyone involved. 
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  SPORTING FUN 
Students and their families joined forces to take on staff 

at basketball and netball last month. It was no surprise 

that our students won both matches as they have 

AMAZING skills. A lot of laughter filled the courts and 

both sessions were played in fabulous sporting fashion. 

We know that there will be more chances to even the 

score soon !  
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On Saturday the 7th of May residents of Meekatharra met underneath the Shire  

carport to enjoy the wonderful Meekatharra Community Market.  

There was something for everyone; books, clothing and homemade gifts.  

The timing of the market was excellent for last minute Mother’s Day gifts. 

Lorrea had a stall of Avon products and gift hampers that were perfect for the  

occasion. Elaine had a table of homemade hedgehog and other slices, as well as a 

range of plants in different displays that sold out very quickly. The Meekatharra 

High School had a table selling second hand clothing to raise funds for their school 

camp. 

Meeka Goes Green were selling donated books, DVD’s and computer games that 

proved a real hit with the Meeka residents of all ages with all profits going back into 

the MGG recycling initiative. 

The Meeka winter was in full swing on this chilly, windy morning leaving  most  

visitors wishing they had worn warmer clothing. Thankfully the rain clouds kept 

their distance and the morning went by without a hitch.  
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Next market:  
11th June 9am 
Shire Carport 

Be sure to pop in at the next market,  
you’re bound to find a treasure! 
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Practice Makes Perfect 

On the evening of Tuesday 10 May 2016, the main 
street of Meekatharra was transformed into a sea of 
flashing red and blue lights as emergency  
services responded to a spillage of Chlorine gas 
coming from the Meekatharra Swimming Pool. 

Residents would be excused for thinking that  
perhaps Armageddon had arrived, as those unaware 
of the situation would likely have thought the worst. 
To an observer, it would have appeared that there 
was mass confusion and a lack of a cohesive and 
appropriate response. However, the situation was 
not all that it seemed. The scenario was an exercise 
created by the Meekatharra Local Emergency  
Management Committee (LEMC) to allow local  
emergency responders to practice their craft and to 
allow the LEMC to validate their Emergency Plans. 

Emergency Services from the Fire & Rescue  
Service, State Emergency Service, WA Police, St 
John Ambulance, the Shire of Meekatharra and the 
Meekatharra Hospital turned out to manage the 
‘situation’ and rescue and treat volunteer ‘victims’ 
who were affected by the ‘gas’ to varying degrees.  
 
While this was an exercise scenario, all  
participants took their roles seriously and everyone 
contributed towards the end goal of returning the 
community to a state of normality as quickly  as 
possible. 

During any emergency situation, whether it be an  
exercise or the real deal, there is always a degree of 
confusion as responders struggle to come to grips with 
what they are faced with and strive to gather  
information so they can make well informed judge-
ments and direct their energy and resources to get the 
best result. 

As a result of the exercise, emergency service  
providers in Meekatharra are better prepared to  
handle emergency situations. 

Being a volunteer for any emergency service or  
organisation is a very worthwhile and rewarding  
pastime, and provides opportunities to participate in 
training and contribute to the betterment of the  
community. 

A special thank you is extended to the individuals who 
volunteered their time to participate as ‘victims’ in 
this exercise, and in particular to the students and 
teachers from the Meekatharra School who helped. 

 

Above: From left – Brittany HOARE, Harmony HAYES-GENTLE, 

Rowan ROBINSON and S/C Wendy KELLY – actors in the scenario. 



 

 

17 

Follow us & keep up to date on: 

@MeekaPol 

Mid West—Gascoyne District— 

WA Police 

Once again a big thank you for 
your assistance it was greatly    
appreciated.  

Liquor Restrictions 
Over the recent ANZAC Day weekend, it became  
necessary to introduce liquor restrictions in  
Meekatharra due to an escalation of anti-social and 
unruly behaviour occurring. The initial restrictions 
introduced by the Meekatharra Alcohol Accord  
resulted patrons only being permitted to purchase 
mid-strength products. 

However, as the anti-social behaviour continued, it 
became necessary to impose restrictions under  
Section 114 of the Liquor Control Act, effectively  
banning the sale of all ‘take-away’ alcoholic  
beverages for a period of time. This had the effect 
of reducing the amount of alcohol within the  
community and significantly reduced the  
associated behaviour. 

Unfortunately, due to the behaviour of some  
individuals and groups within the community, and 
their inability to control their actions when effected 
by alcohol which impacted upon many service  
providers within the community, it became  
necessary to take steps to reduce this problem.  

The decision to impose Liquor Restrictions is not  
taken lightly, and while there may be disruption to 
some responsible community members, the  
welfare and safety of the entire community is far 
more important and will always take precedence. 

We would like to take this opportunity to recognise 
and thank the Licensed Premises within  
Meekatharra for their support in these circum-
stances. 

 

 

 

 

Securing Your Property 

We once again take this opportunity to remind  
everyone that the security of your property and the 
prevention of its theft is your responsibility. Many 
crimes committed in Meekatharra arise due to  
opportunities presenting themselves because of 
poor security measures and victims leaving items 
of property unsecured and/or visible to potential 
thieves.  

By taking simple steps to secure your items, you 
significantly reduce the risk of having your  
property stolen. 

 

Dob In A Dealer 

The State wide ‘Dob-In-A-Dealer’ targeting drug 
dealers continues across the State.  

Any information relating to drug dealers and/or 
users can be reported by contacting your local  
Police Station or Crime Stoppers on:  
1800 333 000.  

Information can be provided anonymously. 
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Volatile Substance Abuse 

There is continuing concern in Meekatharra about inhalant use or “sniffing” among a small group of 
young people. Inhalant use or volatile substance use (VSU) is a very dangerous practice and can cause 
real harm and even death. While it tends to come and go, the impact of even a small number of users 
can be significant, having devastating effects on the user, their families and the community. We need to 
act quickly to stop the misuse of volatile substances now and to stop its use spreading among the  
community.  

The best way to address this issue is for all of us to do our bit by keeping volatile substance products 
locked away and/or out of sight and report any theft of products that you notice to the Meekatharra  
Police Station on 9981 1007. 

If you have any queries about what products should be kept locked away please contact Meekatharra 
Police Station or the 24 hour Alcohol and Drug Support Line (ADSL) on 1800 198 024. 

As the practice can spread fast, we need to know about any sniffing that might be happening as soon as  
possible so we can respond quickly. You can report any sniffing that you see, or know about, to the  
Midwest Community Alcohol Drug Service on 9956 2424 or mwcads@health.wa.gov.au  
 
You can choose to remain anonymous if you wish. Together we can reduce volatile substance use and 
keep our community and our young people healthy and safe. 

  

 

 

Examples of products containing  

volatile substances 

 Petrol, glues (industrial, super glue, 

modelling glue etc), toluene based prod-

ucts (such as paint thinners, paint strip-

pers, sealants); dry cleaning fluids, cor-

rection fluid/liquid paper, felt tip mark-

ers, nail polish and nail polish remover 

 Aerosols including, but not limited to, 

spray paint, deodorant, hairspray, fly 

spray, vegetable oil cooking spray, air 

fresheners, oven cleaner etc 

 Whipped cream bulbs (nitrous oxide), 

cigarette lighter refill aerosols (butane), 

butane gas cartridges for portable cook-

ing stoves, cylinder propane gas, bottled 

domestic gas, fire extinguishers 

 Amyl nitrite, butyl nitrite 

  

Examples of volatile substances/

ingredients 

 Acetone 

 Bromochlorodifluoromethane 

 Butane 

 Chloroform 

 Ethyl acetate 

 Hydrocarbons  

(aliphatic, aromatic and halogenated) 

 Petroleum 

 Propane 

 Tetrachloroethylene 

 Toluene 

 Trichloroethane 

 Trichloroethylene 

 Xylene 

 

mailto:mwcads@health.wa.gov.au
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Proud parents Andrea Walley and Alfred Papertalk  
would like to announce the safe arrival of their beautiful baby girl  

Lily Alice Elizabeth Walley 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born 10:42am on the 25th April 2016  
 

She weighed 2430g and was born on her sister Sophie's Birthday.  
Lily was named after her Great Grandmother Lily Walley who was a well known and 

respected member of the Meekatharra Community. 
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Wednesday 15th June 2016 

5:15pm, Shire Offices 
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Mon - Fri 
8:00am - 4:30pm 

Meekatharra Library & Museum 

 

Come on in and check out what’s new in 

our monthly box exchange!! 

If there is a particular novel, author or 

film you are interested in, we can request 

these for you. 

Library memberships can be obtained 

from the Shire Office - Quick, easy & free 

to join! 

Squash Courts 

Keys & Tokens can be           

obtained from the Shire                       

Offices. 

Key bond applicable. 

(Equipment hire is not available.) 
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STREET LIGHT 
FAULTS & 
OUTAGES 

If you notice any  
issues with street 

lights, faults or 
damage, call    

Horizon Power’s 
24/7 Fault Line 

on 1800 264 914. 

Please ensure whilst exercising 

your dog to pick up any waste 

and dispose of in the bins pro-

vided.  

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 

Thank-You. 
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              For Sale/Rent/or        Long Term Lease 

5 B/R Accommodation 

3 B/R Accommodation  

2 B/R Accommodation 

                          Large Workshop 

                          Large Storage Yard 

Phone: 0418 801 089 

All above properties neg separately 
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 GREEN MINING Pty Ltd 

Six tonne 2007 HINO 6.7 x 2.5m 
tray with 3 tonne trailer. (8.5 tonne 
payload) 

Available for local and regional 
freight services   

Personal pick-ups, deliveries, re-
movals and metal recycling service. 

Will collect from site and deliver 
locally or to Perth or Geraldton 

Call Roy on 0427 374 102 
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REFRIGERATION & AIR CONDITIONING MEEKATHARRA 

43 MAIN STREET 

PH: 9980 1212 

 

GET YOUR COOLING SYSTEMS WORKING THEIR BEST BEFORE THE HOT WEATHER 

 

IMPROVE PERFORMANCE AND REDUCE ELECTRICITY COSTS BY CARRYING OUT   PRE SUM-

MER MAINTENANCE – FOR ADVICE OR TO BOOK A SERVICE, 

CALL TODAY – PH: 9980 1212 

 

WE CATER TO ALL REQUIREMENTS - 

REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE AND NEW INSTALLATIONS for 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL AND MINING. 

 

ALL AREAS – KUMARINA, WILUNA, CUE, MAGNET, SANDSTONE and SURROUNDS 

9:30 am 
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                  Food For Thought. 

Spiced Chickpea and Spinach Pasta 

 700g butternut pumpkin, peeled, cut into 2cm pieces 

 Olive oil cooking spray 

 375g dried penne 

 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

 1 brown onion, halved, cut into thin wedges 

 2 garlic cloves, crushed 

 2 teaspoons ground cumin 

 2 teaspoons sweet paprika 

 2 x 400g cans chickpeas, drained, rinsed 

 1/2 cup salt-reduced vegetable stock 

 100g baby spinach 

 2 tablespoons fresh flat-leaf parsley leaves, chopped 

 Parmesan, or vegetarian hard cheese, shaved, to serve 
 
 
1. Preheat oven to 200C/180C fan-forced. Line a large baking tray with baking paper. Arrange 

pumpkin on baking tray. Spray with oil. Roast for 20 minutes or until golden and tender. 
 

2. Meanwhile, cook pasta in a saucepan of boiling salted water, following packet directions, 
until tender. Drain. Cover. 
 

3. Heat oil in a large, deep frying pan over medium heat. Add onion. Cook for 5 minutes or 
until softened. Add garlic, cumin and paprika. Cook, stirring, for 1 minute or until fragrant. 
Add chickpeas and pumpkin. Cook, tossing, for 2 minutes. Using the back of a wooden 
spoon, lightly crush 1/4 of the chickpeas. 
 

4. Add stock and spinach to pan. Season with salt and pepper. Cook, tossing, for 3 to 4 
minutes or until spinach just wilts. Add pasta and parsley. Toss until heated through. Di-
vide pasta among serving bowls. Top with parmesan. Serve. 
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Apple Crumble Slice 

Apple Slice  
 1 cup plain flour 

 1/2 cup self-raising flour 

 1/2 cup cornflour 

 1/3 cup caster sugar 

 125g butter, chilled, chopped 

 1 egg 

 1/4 cup iced water 

 6 large (1.4kg) Granny Smith apples, peeled, cored, 
cut into thin wedges 

 1 tablespoon lemon juice 

 Icing sugar mixture, for dusting 

Almond crumble 
 1/3 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 2/3 cup plain flour 

 60g butter, chopped 

 2/3 cup slivered almonds 

1. Preheat oven to 180C/160C fan-forced. Grease a 20cm x 30cm lamington pan. Line base 
and sides with baking paper, extending paper 5cm above edges of pan. 
 
2. Place flours, sugar and butter in a food processor. Process until fine crumbs form. Add egg 
and water. Process until pastry comes together. Place in prepared pan. Using floured hands, 
press pastry evenly over base and sides of pan. Refrigerate for 20 minutes. Line pastry with 
baking paper. Fill with baking weights or uncooked rice. Blind-bake for 14 minutes or until edg-
es are light golden. Remove weights or rice and paper. Bake for a further 8 minutes or until 
light golden. 
 
3. Meanwhile, place apples and 1/2 cup water in a large saucepan. Bring to the boil over medi-
um-high heat. Reduce heat to medium-low. Cover. Simmer, stirring occasionally, for 10 
minutes or until wedges are tender but still hold their shape. Drain well. Return to pan with 
lemon juice. Toss to coat. 
 
4. Make Almond crumble: Combine sugar, baking powder and cinnamon in a small bowl. 
Place flour in a large bowl. Using your fingertips, rub butter into flour until mixture resembles 
coarse breadcrumbs. Add sugar mixture and almonds. Stir to combine. 
 
5. Increase oven to 200C/180C fan-forced. Spoon apple mixture into pastry case. Sprinkle 
with crumble. Bake for 30 minutes or until golden. Cool for 30 minutes. Dust with icing sugar. 
Serve cut into pieces. 
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COLOURING CORNER 
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CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF 
THE MEEKATHARRA DUST: 

24th June 2016 
(Last working Friday of the Month) 

JUNE 2016 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
18th June 2016 

9:30am 
Council Chambers, Shire Offices 

Meekatharra Outback Festival Committee Meeting 
15th June 2016 

5:15pm 

JULY 2016 

Meeka Markets 
11th June 2016 

9:00am Shire Carport 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
16th July 2016 

9:30am 
Council Chambers, Shire Offices 

 

Meekatharra Outback Festival Committee Meeting 
13th July 2016 

5:15pm 
Shire Offices 

 


