
 
 

 
 
 
 

SHIRE 
 

of 
 

MEEKATHARRA 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 

of 

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 

held 

AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MEEKATHARRA 

on 

SATURDAY 18 MARCH 2023 

COMMENCED AT 9.00AM 

 



 



1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING

The Shire President Cr HJ Nichols opened the meeting at 9.06am.

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting.

It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only
rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen
(14) days of this Meeting

The Chairperson Cr HJ Nichols read the disclaimer out loud.  

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Members
Cr HJ Nichols  Chairperson
Cr MJ Smith  Deputy Chairperson
Cr JC Holden
Cr M Anderson
Cr MR Hall
Cr BM Day

Staff
Kelvin Matthews  Chief Executive Officer 
Peter Dittrich Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Svenja Clare Community Development & Services Manager 
Felicity Anderson  Executive Assistant 

Apologies 
Nil 
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3. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

3.1 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2022 
 
 

 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council is required to annually complete a Compliance Audit Return and submit it to the Local 
Government Department.   
 
Attachments: 
Shire of Meekatharra -  Compliance Audit Return 2022. 
 
Background: 
Regulation 14 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 sub regulation (3A) requires 
the Audit Committee to review the Compliance Audit return prior to its submission to Council. 
This year the return was completed in-house.  
 
Comment: 
The following breaches were identified: 
 

1. In relation to the disclosure of interest, there was one instance of a member disclosing an interest 
and not leaving the room. 

2. Names were not removed from registers after people ceased to be a person required to make a 
disclosure.  Corrected in March 2023 

3. Audit report was not received by the Local Government before 31 December.  The audit was 
discussed with the auditor at the audit exit meeting, however the report was formally presented 
to Council in January 2023. 

4. Regulation 17 review was started but not completed before 31 December 2022. Report will be 
presented to April 2023 meeting. 

5. Consolidated value of vehicles purchased from a single supplier exceeded tender threshold 
value.  CEO has counselled staff involved, it should be noted that no other supplier was able to 
meet required timeframes. 

6. Details of winning tender were not provided to unsuccessful tenderers. 

 
Consultation: 
Nil 
 

  

Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   CM.PR.002 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  13 March 2023 
Author:   Peter Dittrich 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer Signature of Author 
 
Senior Officer:  Kelvin Matthews 

Chief Executive Officer  Signature Senior Officer 
   

Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on Saturday 18 March 2023 Page 4 of 19



Statutory Environment: 
Regulation 14 & 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996  

14. Compliance audits by local governments 

 (1) A local government is to carry out a compliance audit for the period 1 January to 
31 December in each year. 

 (2) After carrying out a compliance audit the local government is to prepare a compliance 
audit return in a form approved by the Minister. 

 (3A) The local government’s audit committee is to review the compliance audit return and is to 
report to the council the results of that review. 

 (3) After the audit committee has reported to the council under subregulation (3A), the 
compliance audit return is to be — 

 (a)presented to the council at a meeting of the council; and 
 (b)adopted by the council; and 
 (c)recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is adopted. 

 [Regulation 14 inserted: Gazette 23 Apr 1999 p. 1724-5; amended: Gazette 30 Dec 2011 
p. 5580-1.] 

15. Certified copy of compliance audit return and other documents to be given to 
Departmental CEO 

 (1) After the compliance audit return has been presented to the council in accordance with 
regulation 14(3) a certified copy of the return together with — 

 (a)a copy of the relevant section of the minutes referred to in regulation 14(3)(c); and 
 (b)any additional information explaining or qualifying the compliance audit, 

 is to be submitted to the Departmental CEO by 31 March next following the period to which the 
return relates. 

 (2) In this regulation — 
 certified in relation to a compliance audit return means signed by — 

 (a)the mayor or president; and 
 (b)the CEO. 

 [Regulation 15 inserted: Gazette 23 Apr 1999 p. 1725; amended: Gazette 26 Jun 2018 
p. 2386.] 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers Recommendation / Committee Resolution: 
 
 Moved: Cr MR Hall 
 Seconded: Cr MJ Smith 

 
That the Committee recommend that Council adopt the attached Compliance Audit 
Return 2022 and submit it to the Director General, Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2023.  

CARRIED 6/0 
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4. OTHER GENERAL BUSINESS
DCEO advised the next Audit Committee meeting will be held on 22 April 2023.

5. CLOSURE OF MEETING
The Chairperson Cr HJ Nichols declared the meeting closed at 9.11am.

6. CERTIFICATION BY PRESIDENT
I certify these minutes to be those that were confirmed.

______________________________ Date:  
           Cr HJ Nichols 
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