
HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

19 AUGUST 2023 

    AGENDA 
Dear Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Member, 

The next Health, Building & Town Planning Meeting of the Shire of Meekatharra will be 
held on Saturday 19 August 2023 in the Council Chambers, Main Street Meekatharra 
commencing at 8.30am. 

Kelvin Matthews 
Chief Executive Officer 
14 August 2023 





1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 

It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written confirmation of Council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting. 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Members

Staff 

Apologies 

Approved Leave of Absence 

3. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Committee Resolution:

Moved:
Seconded:

That Cr be granted Leave of Absence for the 16 September 2023 Health 
Building & Town Planning Meeting. 

CARRIED / LOST 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Committee Resolution:

Moved:
Seconded:

That the minutes from the Health, Building & Town Planning Meeting held on 22 July 2023
be confirmed.

CARRIED / LOST
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5. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATION/ SUBMISSIONS

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS

7.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS

7.1.1  PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER / BUILDING SURVEYOR’S
REPORT JULY 2023 

Prepared by Shire of East Pilbara 
On Date 11 August 2023 

In accordance with the shared services agreement, this report provides a summary of building, 
planning and environmental health matters for July 2023.  This includes all activities, the 
progress of ongoing situations and concerns related to the required services raised by the Shire 
of East Pilbara. 

Building 
No Building Permit Applications have been received this month. We have had one building query 
this month, all of which were dealt with in a timely manner.  

Planning 
Planning information and advice was provided to the Shire of Meekatharra during July.  This 
included advice to the Shire and a customer regarding a potential community centre at the corner 
or Savage and Railway Streets, as well as additional advice to the Shire regarding planning 
principles relating to third party advertising signage. 

Environmental Health 
Environmental Health staff provided remote services during the month of July.  
Environmental Health staff assisted with matters that were raised or occurred in July including:  
• Assist with query relating to use of Meekatharra liquid waste facility.
• Query on permits for diesel storage near Meekatharra Airport.
• Query on installation of leach drains Lot 505 & 506 McCleary St Meekatharra once works

had commenced.
• Query on stormwater disposal at Lots 505 & 506 McCleary St.
• Queries on establishment of ice cream cart food business.
• Query on school canteen food business fees.
• Wastewater application for Road Construction Village at Kumarina Roadhouse is ongoing

pending further information requested.
• Food business renewals continue to be received and assessed.
• Account Enquiry and Advice of Sale (O&R) being assessed for 114 Darlot St Meekatharra.
• Further information requested for wastewater application for 32 Hill St Meekatharra.
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Detailed Site Investigation for former Meekatharra Power Station 
AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) was commissioned by Horizon Power to undertake a 
detailed site investigation (DSI) at the former Meekatharra Power Station located at 839 Savage 
St, Meekatharra (the site). 

Horizon Power provided a draft copy of this DSI to the Shire of Meekatharra for information 
purposes in the context of The Shire of Meekatharra potentially acquiring a portion of this lot. 
The site was classified as ‘Contaminated – remediation required’ by DWER in 2019 (refer to 
attached Basic Summary of Records Search Response). 

The DSI undertook further monitoring and a review of existing site data at the site and the report 
makes the following recommendations: 

The DSI recommends that the site is suitable for reclassification by DWER to ‘Remediated for 
Restricted Use’ (RRU) with restrictions as per table above. 

The Shire of Meekatharra is currently liaising with DWER to determine the progress of the 
potential reclassification of the site in accordance with the recommendations of the DSI. 

Further information will be provided to Council following discussion with DWER as it comes to 
hand. It is recommended that more detailed information be provided by DWER, as the 
responsible agency for reclassification of contaminated sites, to enable Council to make an 
informed consideration of potential acquisition of a portion of the site.  
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Officers Recommendation / Committee Resolution: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 

That the Environmental Health / Building Officer’s report be accepted. 

CARRIED / LOST 
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Report generated at 04:13:12PM, 26/07/2023

 4

Contaminated Sites Act 2003
Basic Summary of Records Search Response

Page 1 of

ID No:          21824

Receipt No:

Search Results

This response relates to a search request received for:

Lot 839 On Plan 215819
Meekatharra, WA, 6642

This parcel belongs to a site that contains 1 parcel(s).

According to Department of Water and Environmental Regulation records, this land has been reported as a known or
suspected contaminated site.

Lot 839 On Plan 215819
Meekatharra, WA, 6642

Address

Lot 839 On Plan 215819Lot on Plan
Address

Parcel Status

Nature and Extent of Contamination:

Classification:   29/03/2019 - Contaminated - remediation required

Hydrocarbons (such as from diesel) are present in soil, and trichloroethene (a chlorinated solvent) is
present in soil vapour beneath the site.

Light non-aqueous phase liquids (LNAPL) are present in groundwater (i.e. diesel is floating on the
surface of groundwater). Dissolved hydrocarbons are also present in groundwater, and extend off-site
to the north, west and east.

Restrictions on Use:

The site is not suitable for occupation or development without further contamination assessment
and/or remediation.

Due to the nature and extent of soil and soil vapour contamination at the site, a site-specific health
and safety plan is required to address the risks to the health of any workers undertaking intrusive
works at the site until further notice.

Other than for analytical testing or remediation, groundwater abstraction is not permitted at this site
because of the nature and extent of groundwater contamination.

Reason for Classification:

This site was reported to the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) as per
reporting obligations under section 11 of the 'Contaminated Sites Act 2003' (the Act), which
commenced on 1 December 2006. The site was first classified under section 13 of the Act based on
information submitted to DWER by May 2016. The site has been classified again under section 13 of
the Act to reflect additional technical information submitted to DWER by January 2019.

Disclaimer
This Summary of Records has been prepared by Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) as a requirement of the Contaminated Sites
Act 2003. DWER makes every effort to ensure the accuracy, currency and reliability of this information at the time it was prepared, however advises that due
to the ability of contamination to potentially change in nature and extent over time, circumstances may have changed since the information was originally
provided. Users must exercise their own skill and care when interpreting the information contained within this Summary of Records and, where applicable,
obtain independent professional advice appropriate to their circumstances. In no event will DWER, its agents or employees be held responsible for any loss
or damage arising from any use of or reliance on this information. Additionally, the Summary of Records must not be reproduced or supplied to third parties
except in full and unabridged form.

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 7 of 130



Report generated at 04:13:12PM, 26/07/2023

 4

Contaminated Sites Act 2003
Basic Summary of Records Search Response

Page 2 of

The site was reported because it was used as a power station for approximately 16 years, from at
least 1976 until 1992, and because hydrocarbons (such as from diesel) were present in soil and
groundwater at the site. Power generation is a land use that has the potential to cause contamination,
as specified in the guideline 'Assessment and management of contaminated sites' (Department of
Environment Regulation, 2014).

A series of contamination assessments were carried out at the site between 2007 and 2018. These
assessments have included site history reviews, and soil, groundwater, soil vapour, surface water
and sediment investigations.

Activities historically carried out at the site included bulk fuel storage (typically diesel) and associated
fuel transfer infrastructure; generators, transformers and radiators for power generation; a mechanical
maintenance workshop; and power pole treatment (with tar).

Hydrocarbons (such as from diesel) were present in soils beneath the site at concentrations
exceeding Ecological Screening Levels an Management limits for commercial and industrial sites, as
published in the 'National Environmental Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure
1999' (the NEPM). This soil contamination is present at six discrete areas across the site, which
include the former transformer; the former fuel bunds; a stained area to the west of the former fuel
bunds; the sump; the radiator pad; and the power station building. Soil contamination is also likely to
be present beneath the power station building, based on the results of soil vapour and groundwater
investigations. The presence of hydrocarbons in soil poses a potentially unacceptable risk to the
health of any workers carrying out excavations at the site.

Chlorinated hydrocarbon vapours (such as from solvents) were present in soil vapour at
concentrations exceeding interim soil vapour health investigation levels for commercial and industrial
land, as published in the NEPM. The chlorinated hydrocarbon vapours pose a potentially
unacceptable risk to the health of future site workers and visitors, and any workers carrying out
excavations at the site.

Hydrocarbons (such as from diesel) were also present in soil vapour. The concentrations detected do
not exceed the health screening levels for commercial and industrial land, as published in the NEPM.
However, they may pose a potentially unacceptable risk to human health should the site be used for a
more sensitive land use (such as residential, primary schools or childcare centres).

Light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) was present in groundwater beneath the site (i.e. diesel was
observed floating on the surface of groundwater). Dissolved hydrocarbons (such as from diesel) were
also present in groundwater. The dissolved hydrocarbon plume extended off-site to the north beneath
the Savage Street road reserve, and beneath a grassed recreation area to the east of the power
station building. The presence of hydrocarbons in groundwater poses a potentially unacceptable risk
to the environment, environmental values, and future site users if groundwater is abstracted for use.

Surface water and sediment investigations carried out in 2009 and 2017 did not identify any evidence
of contamination in the Meekatharra Creek, which is located off-site to the west.

A risk assessment for hydrocarbons and chlorinated hydrocarbons in soil, soil vapour and
groundwater has indicated that remedial works are required to mitigate the potential risks to human
health, the environment and/or any environmental value.

An accredited contaminated sites auditor (the auditor) reviewed the investigations and risk
assessment for the site. The auditor's findings are documented in a mandatory auditor's report dated

Disclaimer
This Summary of Records has been prepared by Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) as a requirement of the Contaminated Sites
Act 2003. DWER makes every effort to ensure the accuracy, currency and reliability of this information at the time it was prepared, however advises that due
to the ability of contamination to potentially change in nature and extent over time, circumstances may have changed since the information was originally
provided. Users must exercise their own skill and care when interpreting the information contained within this Summary of Records and, where applicable,
obtain independent professional advice appropriate to their circumstances. In no event will DWER, its agents or employees be held responsible for any loss
or damage arising from any use of or reliance on this information. Additionally, the Summary of Records must not be reproduced or supplied to third parties
except in full and unabridged form.
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Contaminated Sites Act 2003
Basic Summary of Records Search Response

Page 3 of

January 2019. DWER accepts the auditor's recommendation that further assessment or remedial
works are required to mitigate the potential risks to human health, the environment and/or any
environmental value.

As the site has been shown to be contaminated, and remediation is required to reduce unacceptable
risks to human health, the environment or any environmental value to acceptable levels, the site is
classified as 'contaminated - remediation required'.

Based on the information provided, the site is not suitable for any use until remedial measures have
been carried out.

DWER, in consultation with the Department of Health, has classified this site based on the
information available to DWER at the time of classification. It is acknowledged that the contamination
status of the site may have changed since the information was collated and/or submitted to DWER,
and as such, the usefulness of this information may be limited.

Other Relevant Information:

Additional information included herein is relevant to the contamination status of the site and includes
DWER's expectations for action that should be taken to address potential or actual contamination
described in the Reasons for Classification.

Based on the available information, contamination present beneath this site has also been identified
beyond the site boundary beneath the adjacent land, consistent with the definition of a "source site"
specified in Part 1, Section 3 of the Act. In accordance with Regulation 31(1)(b) of the 'Contaminated
Sites Regulations 2006', reports or information submitted to DWER that are relevant to the
investigation, assessment, monitoring or remediation of a source site are required to be accompanied
by a mandatory auditor's report (MAR) prepared by an accredited contaminated sites auditor.

Where the land is part of a transaction - sale, mortgagee or lease agreement, the land owners MUST
PROVIDE WRITTEN DISCLOSURE (on the prescribed Form 6) of the site's status to any potential
owner, mortgagee (e.g financial institutions) or lessee at least 14 days before the completion of the
transaction. A copy of the disclosure must also be forwarded to DWER.

Action Required:

This site is considered to be a high priority for action to be taken to address contamination, as
described below.

As recommended by the accredited contaminated sites auditor, further investigation is required to
adequately delineate and characterise the nature and extent of chlorinated solvent contamination in
soil vapour at the site. DWER also considers that deeper groundwater investigations are required to
assess the potential presence of chlorinated hydrocarbon contamination in groundwater. A further
Detailed Site Investigation documenting the results of these investigations should be submitted to the
auditor by September 2019. Investigations are to be carried out in accordance with DWER's
Contaminated Sites Guidelines and the NEPM.

Remediation of the source and affected sites is required to mitigate potential risks to human health,
the environment and/or any environmental value. Remedial measures could include the preparation
of a Site Management Plan to manage potentially unacceptable risks to human health. Remedial
options must be assessed and a remediation action plan developed for the site and submitted to the

Disclaimer
This Summary of Records has been prepared by Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) as a requirement of the Contaminated Sites
Act 2003. DWER makes every effort to ensure the accuracy, currency and reliability of this information at the time it was prepared, however advises that due
to the ability of contamination to potentially change in nature and extent over time, circumstances may have changed since the information was originally
provided. Users must exercise their own skill and care when interpreting the information contained within this Summary of Records and, where applicable,
obtain independent professional advice appropriate to their circumstances. In no event will DWER, its agents or employees be held responsible for any loss
or damage arising from any use of or reliance on this information. Additionally, the Summary of Records must not be reproduced or supplied to third parties
except in full and unabridged form.
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Contaminated Sites Act 2003
Basic Summary of Records Search Response
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auditor by no later than June 2020.

Under the Contaminated Sites Act 2003, this site has been classified as "contaminated - remediation
required". An instrument affecting land which comprises all, or part of, this site will not be registered
or accepted for registration, unless the CEO of the Department of Environment Regulation consents
to the registration in writing. For further information on the contamination status of this site, or this
restriction, please contact Contaminated Sites at the Department of Environment Regulation.

Certificate of Title
Memorial

Type of Regulatory Notice:   NilCurrent Regulatory
Notice Issued

Date Issued:   Nil

No other information relating to this parcel.General

Disclaimer
This Summary of Records has been prepared by Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) as a requirement of the Contaminated Sites
Act 2003. DWER makes every effort to ensure the accuracy, currency and reliability of this information at the time it was prepared, however advises that due
to the ability of contamination to potentially change in nature and extent over time, circumstances may have changed since the information was originally
provided. Users must exercise their own skill and care when interpreting the information contained within this Summary of Records and, where applicable,
obtain independent professional advice appropriate to their circumstances. In no event will DWER, its agents or employees be held responsible for any loss
or damage arising from any use of or reliance on this information. Additionally, the Summary of Records must not be reproduced or supplied to third parties
except in full and unabridged form.
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7.1.2  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & SERVICES MANAGERS REPORT JULY 
2023 

• BUDGETED PROJECTS & BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

1. Entry Statements
Still awaiting quote from panel members for building of walls for entry statements.

2. Local Planning Scheme & Strategy
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage have assessed the draft Local Planning
Scheme (LPS) No 4 and Strategy and provided a range of proposed modifications. They now
seek Council’s comments in response to these modifications. See Attachment 1 for a
schedule of recommended modifications and other supporting documentation.

Most are of a minor nature, simply to bring the LPS in line with current regulations,
guidelines, position papers and Census statistics, which was to be expected as it’s been a
number of years since the draft LPS was prepared. Many others are okay and can be agreed
to as recommended.

Other points require discussion and are marked as such.

A major proposed modification from the Department however is to not include the whole
shire in the LPS after all, but to continue to just include the townsite and immediate
surroundings (point 11 of the schedule of recommended modifications). Please note that all
of the modifications are based on the assumption that Council agree to retaining a townsite
scheme.

With regard to the light industrial area north of town, given the lack of site analysis to
understand the land capability, it’s recommended to simply include it in the townsite scheme
area but zone it as rural for now. Once the relevant technical studies and consultations with
relevant agencies are completed, a scheme amendment can be lodged for the site to be
rezoned as light industrial.

3. Lions Park
As per discussion at July HBTP meeting it’s proposed to complete the project over three
financial years (and strive for completion two years, budget permitting):
• Stage 1 - by November 2023 – approx. $150k total – “Making a start”

o earthworks
o rock excavation & pitching
o formation of paths
o 1st shade structure and seating close to skate park
o hand rails to steps and TGSIs

• Stage 2 – by November 2024 – approx. $215k total – “What makes a park”
o 2nd shade structure and seating
o Turf & trees
o retic
o BBQ
o drinking water
o toddler play area
o bike racks
o yarning circle
o mulch for remaining area
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• Stage 3 – by November 2025 – approx. $200k total – “Finishing touches”
o Slide
o Tubestock planting
o Lighting
o Signage
o Artwork

Lotterywest are willing to continue to fund this project even if broken up into stages over 
three years. The condition of needing an agreed work plan still applies and conversations are 
in progress concerning this. 

4. Swimming Pool Basin + Toddler Pool Works
Works are underway and are approximately 45% complete, ahead of schedule. The overall
works should be complete by the end of August with September to be used for any loose
ends and finishing touches.
• Completed: Demolition, rendering, waterproofing, modification to earthing,

manufacture of splash toys
• In progress: tiling, grouting, painting floor, installation of water features

5. Median Strip – ‘Meekatharra’s Streetscape Art Project’
Sign and Art Wall:

• Interpretive signage for median murals has been ordered.
• Interpretive signage for Youth Focus mural has been ordered
• A0 frames for simple changeable outdoor gallery are still pending installation
• Canvas print replications of median murals have arrived (to be displayed at Visitor

Centre with signage explaining Meekatharra’s heritage).
• ‘Yarn Bombing’ activity running weekly until September, crocheting/knitting yarn

squares as community activity to then decorate the new street furniture at Lloyds for the
launch event.

• Artwork design stickers for drinking water fountain (replicating median murals) has
commenced

Street Furniture: 
• Bike racks have arrived, pending installation.
• Seating has arrived, pending installation
• Drinking water fountain has been installed outside Youth Focus and is operational

Launch Event: 
• Yarn Bombing installation to take place 9th September to create colour and excitement

in lead up to Festival
• Will be held as part of Meeka Outback Festival in September
• Yarn Bombing activity will also dress the Kurrajong tree outside the Post Office in blue

which will feature as part of the Walk for Suicide Awareness in October

6. Lloyd’s Signage
Great Northern Highway signage design was amended based on Main Roads feedback but
required further changes. Liaison between designer and Main Roads continuing. See
Attachment 2 for latest draft design. Signage designers have provided quote for $4.3k
including new poles (total).

7. Pool BBQ
Installation in progress.
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• OTHER MATTERS
1. Events Update

Events held since last report:
• 15th July and then weekly – Yarn Bombing Crochet/Knitting get-together
• 7th August – Friendship Day at Kidzone – small turnout

Planning undertaken for upcoming events: 
• 26th August – Filming of Our Town
• 7th September – Circuitwest ‘Kalyakoorl, ngalak warangka’ (Together, we Sing)

Performance at Shire Hall
• 9th September – Headstone Cleaning Workshop
• 9th September Yarn Bombing space activation
• 16th September – Clean Up Day
• 22-24th September – Meeka Outback Festival
• 15th October - Walk for Suicide Awareness

2. Tourism Update
• “Our Town” filming to happen this month, highlighting Murchison GeoRegion
• Meekatharra Dark Sky Tourism Action Plan by Astro Tourism Western Australia

received which contains a range of valuable recommended action plans for tourism
and economic development – will present this as separate item in September Ordinary
Council Meeting

Svenja Clare 
Community Development & Services Manager 
10/08/2023 

Officers Recommendation / Committee Resolution: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 

That the Community Development & Services Manager’s report be accepted. 

CARRIED / LOST 
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   Attachment 1: Local Planning Scheme – Schedule of Recommended Modifications and related information 
 

Schedule of Recommended Modifications 
Shire of Meekatharra draft Strategy and Scheme 4  

Topic DPLH comment Shire comment - proposed 
 Draft Strategy  
General 
1.  Population, employment and 

climate statistics  
Need to update all the population, employment & 
climate statistics to reflect most up-to-date 
Census/BOM data.  

Agree 

2.  Maps/Figures  It is recommended the Strategy maps and figures are 
reviewed and updated as required to improve clarity 
and interpretation and/or reflect the most up-to-date 
data.  

Agree 

3.  Administrative / Editorial 
updates  

Various editorial updates needed to number the 
Strategy and Actions, correct numbering, correct 
headings, terminology, policy names, Minister names, 
delete outdated/redundant statistics and information 
etc… (track changes made) 

Agree 

Part 1 
4.  Actions  Review Actions - a number of the actions do not delve 

into how the action will be implemented to achieve the 
associated Strategy. Have highlighted several actions 
in the document requiring further consideration 
around implementation / relevance, including any 
actions that may have been implemented since the 
Strategy was first drafted.   
 
Recommend numbering the strategies and actions.  

Discuss with Council: 
• 5.1.2  
• 5.1.5 
• 5.2.1 
• 5.2.4 
• 5.3.2 
• 5.5.2 
• 5.5.8 
• 5.6.10 
• 5.7.1 
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Part 2 
5.  Sect 3.7 - Local Planning 

Policies 
The Strategy suggests 3 LPP’s adopted by the Shire. 
However, I am unable to locate these on the website. 
Will need to review/update this section depending on 
the status of these documents. 

Discuss with Council & Paul 
Bashall – remove if these don’t 
exist 

6.  Section 4.13.1 Road transport  Recommend updating this section to reflect current 
Main Roads WA road planning and projects, this 
includes reviewing text on Goldfields Hwy-Great 
Northern Hwy intersection.  

Agree 

7.  Sect 4.2.2 Contaminated sites Have updated this section to reflect data for recorded 
contaminated sites on DWER mapping – two 
additional sites added (Lot 839 Savage St and Lot 
850 Oliver St)  

Agree 

8.  Sect 4.2.5 Aboriginal sites Need to amend information to reflect recent changes 
to the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021.  

Disagree, Act now repealed 

 Draft Scheme 4  
9.  Consistency with model 

provisions of Planning and 
Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015  

Update scheme text to be consistent with model 
provisions format (track changes made) 

Agree 

10.  Reform / Approved Regulations 
drafting instructions 

The Regulations are in the process of being updated 
(in tranches) and there are a number of changes 
supported by the Minister that are intended to be 
included in the Regulations update. I have 
incorporated a number of the proposed changes in 
Scheme 4 which would add value and relevant (or 
may be in the future) to the Shire. These are as 
follows:  
 

Agree 
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• Include ‘independent living complex’ and ‘resi-
dential aged care facility’ and their definitions 
as a land use in the Zoning Table with ‘D’ per-
missibility in the Residential zone only. These 
uses provide accommodation options in 
Meekatharra to support aging in place, con-
sistent with the WAPC’s Residential accommo-
dation for ageing persons Position Statement.  
 

• Include ‘renewable energy facility’ and its defi-
nition as a land use in the Zoning Table with an 
‘A’ use permissibility in the Rural and General 
Industry zone only. It is noted the Shire some 
rural land on the outskirts of town. Including 
this use could provide opportunities for addi-
tional renewable energy options. Its inclusion 
in Scheme 4 is consistent with the WAPC’s 
Renewable Energy Facilities Position State-
ment.  
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11.  Scheme area  A major change with Scheme 4 is moving from a 
townsite-based scheme area to a whole of local 
government area scheme. There does not appear to 
be any rationale in the draft Strategy to justify this 
change, and it is also inconsistent with the Strategy 
and Actions in Part 1 seeking to limit urban 
development to just Meekatharra. It is noted that 
there is minimal freehold land outside of the 
Meekatharra townsite, with most of the land either 
crown reserves, subject to mining or pastoral leases 
or Aboriginal settlements and communities. The only 
freehold land outside the townsite is for roadhouse 
purposes. The EPA in their review of draft Scheme 4 
noted that the zoning of large portions of unzoned 
land to rural may have unanticipated consequences 
on the environmental values due to lack of survey 
data.   
 
It is recommended keeping a townsite-based scheme 
given the limited application of the P&D Act to land 
outside of the townsite given the majority being crown 
land (mining and pastoral leases) are exempt from 
local planning scheme provisions.  
 
Can review the existing townsite boundaries to 
capture/remove any land where not required to be 
covered by the scheme – e.g. airport site, ALT land 
north of townsite, future industrial land. See Map 
showing recommended scheme boundary.  

Discuss with Council 

Part 2 - Reserves 
12.  Reserve and objectives table Recommend keeping ‘Civic and Community’ (new 

model name) into Table 1 to address ALT land and 
Agree 
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any future civic/community areas within scheme 
boundary. 
 
Recommend inserting in Education, Medical services 
and Infrastructure services reserves to capture the 
relevant public infrastructure and facilities.  
 
Recommend inserting additional road reserves (Local 
Distributor Road and Local Road) to capture all the 
road types within the townsite boundary.   

Part 3 - Zones and use of land 
13.  Zone and objectives table Recommend deleting ‘Settlement’ zone from draft 

Scheme 4 as all Aboriginal Settlements under SPP 
3.2: Aboriginal Settlements are located outside the 
townsite scheme area and therefore not captured by 
the Scheme.   

Agree 

14.  Zoning Table – use & 
permissibility 

Recommend deleting Settlement zone as per 
comment in #9. 
 
Recommend inserting the following land uses and 
permissibility: 

a. independent living complex – ‘D’ in residential 
zone only.  

b. Renewable energy facility – ‘A’ in rural zone 
only. (replaces wind farm/solar farm non-model 
land use) 

c. Residential aged care facility – ‘D’ in residential 
zone only.  

 
Recommend deleting the following land uses: 

a. Industry primary production (replace with in-
dustry rural and retain same permissibility) 

Discuss with Council  
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b. Rural related infrastructure (non-model land 
use) 

c. Service utility (non-model use) 
d. Wind farm/solar farm (replaced by renewable 

energy facility) 
 
Recommend amending the zone permissibility for the 
following land uses: 
 

USE AND DEVELOPMENT 
CLASS 

R
es

id
en

tia
l 

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 
Li

gh
t I

nd
us

tr
y 

G
en

er
al

 
In

du
st

ry
 

R
ur

al
 

educational establishment X 
A 

X 
A X D 

X 
D 
X 

home occupation  I P I D I D X I P 

hospital X X 
A X X X 

place of worship *discussion 
item 

X 
A A X X X 

road house *discussion item X X 
A D D X 

rural home business  I X I I  X I P 

rural pursuit/hobby farm X X D 
X 

D 
X D 

waste disposal facility  X X X X  D 
A 

waste storage facility X X X X 
A D 
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15.  Special Use Zones (clause 21) Draft Scheme 4 proposes 8 new special use sites and 
carries across 6 from Scheme 3. A lot of the special 
use sites can be rationalised under existing zones for 
greater flexibility long-term, or considered as an 
additional use. There does not appear to be any 
relevant conditions applicable to these sites and their 
purpose as a special use zone is unclear. 
Recommend the following actions:  

• Remove SU2 and SU3 (motel use) and re-
zone the land as commercial given Motel is a 
‘D’ permissibility in the zone and adjoins other 
commercial land along the main road. 

• Remove SU7 and SU13 (Roadhouse and as-
sociated services) as located outside of town-
site scheme boundary. See ‘Scheme Area’ 
discussion above.    

• Remove SU8, SU9, SU10 and SU14 (place of 
worship). These sites contain existing 
churches are scattered throughout the town-
site’s residential areas. Recommend rezoning 
to Residential and making Place of Worship 
an A use in the Residential zone or rezoning 
the lots as Residential and specifying these 
sites as additional uses – Place of Worship. 
Alternatively, the Shire can insert the model 
zone – Private clubs, institutions and places 
of worship in the Scheme and assign permis-
sibility in the Zoning Table. These church 
sites can be rezoned as such to better reflect 
the actual use.  

• Retain SU1, SU4, SU5, SU6, SU11 & SU12, 
and renumber accordingly.  

Discuss with Council 
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• Inserting conditions within SU1, SU4, SU5 & 
SU6 to address requirements for develop-
ment approval and traffic reporting as re-
quired. 

 
SU11 & SU12 (Workers Accommodation) – these 
sites have been identified as special use sites. There 
are no conditions specified in the Table for these 
sites. Does the Shire wish to include any specific 
conditions in the table around development approval 
& standards? It is noted that workforce 
accommodation land use is already permitted as ‘A’ 
use in the Commercial and Residential zones.  

16.  General Development 
Requirements (clause 32) 

There are provisions which relate to the Rural 
Residential zone. However, there is no Rural 
Residential zone in the Scheme. Need to review this 
provision – options include removing this provision 
entirely, or inserting the zone into the Scheme.   

Agree - remove 

Part 5 – Special Control Areas 
17.  SCA 1, 2 & 3 It is recommended that the three special control areas 

in Part 5 be deleted. Reason being is that there is no 
freehold land and/or sensitive uses located within the 
proposed control areas which would need special 
controls placed on the use and development within 
the SCA.  As such, there does not seem to be a 
planning purpose for imposing new SCA’s in the draft 
Scheme. These sites can still be retained and 
discussed in the Strategy.  
 
With regard to SCA 3 – Chlorine Store, the purpose of 
this SCA is unclear as it is not designated on scheme 

Agree 
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maps or discussed in Strategy. As noted above, 
recommend it be removed from draft Scheme 4.  

Schedules 
18.  Schedule A – Supplemental 

provisions 
Have amended by placing the provisions within a 
Table to reflect the format in the Regulations. Have 
also recommended that clause 61(1)(n) – ‘carrying 
out of works for public safety’ be deleted as it is 
already exempt under the Deemed provisions.   

Agree 

19.  Schedule 2 – Minimum setbacks 
from boundaries 

Recommend deleting references to Settlement and 
Rural Townsite as there is no land zoned as such 
and/or intentions to include the zones.  

Agree 

20.  Schedule 3 – Parking 
requirements 

Recommend deleting reference to non-model industry 
land uses and associated parking requirements from 
the table.  

Agree 

Scheme Maps 
21.  Light Industrial rezoning 

proposal 
Lot 1036 on DP 29717 (currently rural) and portion of 
Lot 320 (Reserve 15815) (outside current scheme 
boundary) are identified for Light Industry. It is 
acknowledged the Shire’s need for new light industrial 
land. However, there is limited rationale and site 
analysis in the Strategy to understand land capability 
and site selection to justify rezoning through this 
scheme review. 
 
Our recommendation would be to leave as Rural and 
rezone through a separate scheme amendment that 
is supported by the relevant technical studies and 
analysis. This would also allow for consultation with 
agencies such as Main Roads and DBCA/DWER 
regarding safe and efficient access arrangements 
from the road network (GNH / Goldfields Hwy), 

Discuss with Council 

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 22 of 130



effluent disposal, stormwater and drainage regime. 
The Strategy can still include actions and intentions 
around this issue. And, the proposed permissibility in 
the General Industrial and Commercial zones are 
flexible to capture a greater range of uses than in 
current scheme with some vacant land still available 
in the townsite.  

22.  Cadastre Fix map cadastre where required, incl. adjusting 
cadastre for Great Northern Hwy (northern section). 

Agree 

23.  Density coding Recommend retaining the density coding for the 
Commercial areas is either retained as R10/R30 or 
remove the dual coding and keep R10. Reason being 
that there is no reticulated sewer in Meekatharra, site 
constraints with hard soil/rock and the Government 
Sewerage Policy 2019 requires a minimum lot size of 
1,000m2 for commercial lots proposing on-site effluent 
disposal. This means subdivision at the higher code is 
unlikely to be feasible under the current planning 
framework.  
 
Add Density Coding labels to map where required.  
 

Agree, retain as R10/R30 

24.  Reserve classifications Recommend amending the classification of the 
following crown reserves: 

• Portion of Lot 3024 on DP 74349 to be re-
flected as Public Open Space.  

• Lots 44 and 45 on DP 222789 (Police Station) 
– Amend from Commercial zone to Public Pur-
poses to better reflect emergency services pur-
pose. 

• Lot 874 on DP 187868 (High School) be re-
flected as Education reserve.  

Agree 
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• Lot 740 on DP 187868 (Hospital) be reflected 
as Medical services reserve. 

• Closed Road (off Connaughton St) – recom-
mend reflecting this as Public Open Space re-
serve. 

• Rezoning portion of Goldfields Hwy from Public 
Open Space to Primary Distributor Road re-
serve.  

• Rezoning portion of Goldfields Highway from 
no zone to Local Road reserve 

• Zone all relevant roads from no zone to local 
road reserve 

• Rezone private freehold Lot 79 on DP 127020, 
Main St, from Commercial back to Residential. 
Contains residential development.  

• Rezone Reserve 13515 from Public Purposes 
back to Civic and Community reserve given 
ALT land. Confirmed by Department’s Lands 
team.  

• Rezone Lots 330 and 331 on DP 222791 from 
special use – worship to Public Purposes. 
Land is managed by Water Corporation. 

• Rezone Lot 838 (R 11783) from Public Pur-
poses to Infrastructure Services reserve to re-
flect Water Corporation infrastructure.  

• Rezone Reserve 23232 and Reserve 44276 
(adjacent to Goldfields Hwy) from Public pur-
poses to Civic and Community reserve – land 
is vested to ALT. Lands support this classifica-
tion.   
 

25.  Special Use  Recommend keeping Lot 821 on DP 183647 (Shell 
Roadhouse) as Commercial and making Road House 

Agree 
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an A use in the zone. *See comments on item #14 
above.  

Recommend Lot 1748 on DP 406990 (BP truck fuel 
site) be rezoned from Special Use zone as 
Commercial where service station is a contemplated 
as an ‘A’ use in zone. Given its location next to 
residential land, retaining as Industrial zone would not 
be not be recommended for this site. *See comments 
on item #14 above.  

Need to denote special use number on the map for 
each site.  

26.  Special Control Area Remove all Special Control Areas from the maps. Agree 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO. 4 

DISCLAIMER 

This is a copy of the Local Planning Scheme produced from an electronic version of the Scheme held and maintained by the 
Department of Planning. Whilst all care has been taken to accurately portray the current Scheme provisions, no responsibility 

shall be taken for any omissions or errors in this documentation. 

Consultation with the respective Local Government Authority should be made to view a legal version of the Scheme. 

Please advise the Department of Planning of any errors or omissions in this document. 

LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME GAZETTAL DATE: [INSERT DATE] 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO. 4 - AMENDMENTS 

AMO NO. 
GAZETTAL UPDATED 

DETAILS 
DATE WHEN BY 
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[PREA.�8b� __________________________ - Commented [BHl]: Inconsistent with model text 

SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO. 4 

The Shire of Meekatharra Loeal Planning Seheme �Jo. 4 eonsists of this Seheme text, 

sehomo maps and the doomed pro"isions as defined in Sehodulo 2 of the Planning and 

Development (Loeal Planning $ehemes) Reg1;1lations 2015. 

Sehedule 2, Part 2, of the Planning and Development (Loeal Planning $ehemes) 

Reg1;1.'ations 2015 sets out the Loeal Planning Frame1,\lork. /\t the eore of this Framework is 

the Loeal Planning Strategy 1Nhich sets out the long term planning direetions for the loeal 

government, applies State and regional planning polieies and provides the rationale for the 

zones and other pro"isions of the Scheme. In addition to the Loeal Planning Strategy, the 

Frammuork provides for the making of Local Planning Policies, which sot out the general 

policies of the local go1,ernment on matters within the Scheme. 

This Loeal Planning Seheme No. 4 is informed by an endorsed Loeal Planning Strategy and 

sets out the speeific provisions applicable to the Shire of Meekatharra Scheme area. The 

Scheme divides the local go1,iernment district into zones to identify areas for partieular uses 

and identifies land reserved for public purposes. Most importantly, the Scheme controls the 

types of uses and development allowed in different zones. 

Modification - delete 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO. 4 

The Shire of Meekatharra under the powers conferred by the Planning and Development Act 

2005 makes the following Local Planning Scheme. 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Part 1 

Part 2 

Part 3 

Part 4 

Part 5 

Part 6 

Schedules 

Preliminary - sets out the Scheme title, responsible authority for implementing 

the Scheme, definitions used in the Scheme, Scheme area, contents, purpose, 

aims and relationship to other Schemes and laws. 

Reserves - sets out the reserves which apply in the Scheme area and related 

provisions. 

Zones and the use of land - sets out the zones which apply in the Scheme area 

and the uses which may require approval or may be prohibited. 

General development requirements - sets out the general planning 

requirements which apply to land use and development within the Scheme area. 

Special control areas - sets out particular provisions which may apply in 

addition to the zone requirements and generally concerns landscape, 

environmental, built form, and land and site management issues. 

Terms referred to in Scheme - lists the general definitions and terns used in 

the Scheme and also lists the land use terms used in the Scheme. 

A -_Supplemental provisions to the deemed provisions 

1 - Signage and ad1w1ertisements for '.vhich development approval not required Exempted 

Advertisements 

2 - Minimum setbacks from boundaries 

3 - Parking requirements 
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1. Citation

Part 1 - Preliminary 

This local planning scheme is the Shire of Meekatharra Scheme No 4.

2. Commencement 

Under section 87(4) of the Act, this local planning scheme comes into operation on 
the day on which it is published in the Gazette.

3. Scheme revoked 

The following local planning scheme is revoked -

IName:I Shire of Meekatharra Town Planning_ Scheme No. 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Commented [BH2]: Modification-consistency with model text 

Qgazetteaal date: oo-5 February 1993. 

4. Notes do not form part of Scheme 

Notes, and instructions printed in italics, do not form part of this Scheme.

}J_o�:_ _ Ih_e j_n.J.e!.Pie.J.a!}C!._n _A�tJ�8_4 _§e_c!!_o.!:} �2_ [!!aJ<�s _pr_o�iajo_D l_n _raja_!iQ_n_t<2._ �hi!t.b� b�ag_iQ.9.§ f._oi:!)l ____ - -l Formatted: Font: 9 pt 
part of the written law. 

�-----------------� 

5. Responsibility for Scheme 

The Shire of Meekatharra is the local government responsible for the enforcement 
and implementation of this Scheme and the execution of any works required to be
executed under this Scheme.

6. Scheme area

This Scheme applies to the area shown on the Scheme Map.

7. Contents of Scheme

(1) In addition to the provisions set out in this document (the scheme text), .t�i� ___ - i.._F
_
o

_
rm_att _ed

_
:

_
F

_
on

_
t

_
: N_o_t_Ita_l_ic _________ ___, 

Scheme includes the following -

@L_the deemed provisions (set out in the Planning and Development

(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 Schedule 2(amended); 
(b} lthe supplemental provisions to the deemed provisions contained in 

Schedule A: and __________________________________ - Commented [BH3]: Modification - regs drafting instructions 

(2) 

inoluding any SUJ3f3len=iental deen=ied f3FO'w'isions outlined in Sohedule 
l\ of the sohen=ie text; 

fb1(£}_ he Scheme Ma ksheets 1 - 1 §Y.� _ -
----------------------�, 

- Commented [BH4]: Need to review depending on scheme 
boundaries outcome 

' Formatted: Highlight This Scheme is to be read in conjunction with any local planning strategy for 
the Scheme area. 

,,, ..... 
\\' 

\\ ' 

\\ 

\ , � Formatted: Highlight 

8. Purposes of Scheme 

The purposes of this Scheme are to -

Shire of Meekatharra Page 1 

\ 
Formatted: Highlight 

Formatted: Highlight 
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(a) set out the local government's planning aims and intentions for the Scheme 
area; and 

(b) set aside land as local reserves for public purposes; and 
(c) zone land within the Scheme area for the purposes defined in this Scheme; 

and 
(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

control and guide development including processes for the preparation of 
structure plans, activity cen�re 13lans land local develqpnient plans; and _______ -
set out procedures for the assessment and determination of development
applications; and
set out procedures for contributions to be made for the costs of providing
infrastructure in connection with development through development
contribution plans; and 

(g) make provision for the administration and enforcement of this Scheme; and 
(h) address other matters referred to in Schedule 7 of the Act.

9. Aims of Scheme

Commented [BHS]: Mod- to be consistent with model 
provisions 

The �ims of this Scheme are(-____________________________________ - --{ Commented [BH6]: Note: new aims inserted 

• To assist the effective implementation of regional plans and policies including the
State Planning Strategy.

• To ensure there is a sufficient supply of serviced and suitable land for housing,
employment, commercial activities, community facilities, recreation and open
space.

• To assist employment and economic growth by facilitating the timely provision of 
suitable land for retail, commercial, industrial, entertainment and tourist
developments, as well as providing opportunities for home-based employment.

• To facilitate a diverse and integrated network of open space catering for both 
active and passive recreation, consistent with the needs of the community. 

• To promote the sustainable use of rural land for agricultural purposes whilst 
accommodating other rural and mining activities. 

• To protect and enhance the environmental values and natural resources of the 
local government area and to promote ecologically sustainable land use and 
development.

• To safeguard and enhance the character and amenity of the built and natural 
environment of the local government area.

10. Relationship with local laws

Where a provision of this Scheme is inconsistent with a local law, the provision of this
Scheme prevails to the extent of the inconsistency. 

11. Relationship with other local planning schemes 

There are no other local planning schemes of the Shire of Meekatharra which apply 
to the Scheme area.

12. Relationship with region planning scheme

There are no region planning schemes which apply to the Scheme area.

Shire of Meekatharra Page 2 Local Planning Scheme No 4 
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13. Regional Reserves 

Part 2 - Reserves 

There are no regional reserves in the Scheme area. 

}'fote: _ The _process of reserving_ land under a regjonal �lanning scheme is separate from the _process ___ --( Formatted: Font: g pt 
of reserving land under the Land Administration Act 1997 section 41. '----------------------..J 

14. Local reserves 

(1) In this clause -

Department of Main Roads means the department principally assisting in 
the administration of the Main Roads Act 1930;

Western Australian Road Hierarchy means the document of that name
available on the website maintained by the Department of Main Roads.

(2) Local reserves are shown on the Scheme Map according to the legend on the
Scheme Map.

(3) The objectives of each local reserve are as follows -

Table 1 - Reserve objectives 

Reserve name Objectives 

Public Open Space To set aside areas for public open space, particularly those 
established under the Planning and Development Act 2005 s. 152. 
To provide for a range of active and passive recreation uses such as 
recreation buildings and courts and associated car parking and 
drainaqe. 

Environmental To identify areas with biodiversity and conservation value, and to 
conservation protect those areas from development and subdivision. 

To identify and protect areas of biodiversity conservation 
significance within National Parks and State and other conservation 
reserves. 

lcivic and To Qrovide for a range of communitl'. facilities which are comQatible 
Commun it� ------ - with surrounding develogment. 

---------------------

To Qrovide for QUblic facilities such as halls, theatres, art galleries, 
educational health and social care facilities accommodation for the 
aged, and other services bx'. organisations involved in activities for 
communitv benefit. 

Public Purposes To provide for a range of essential physical and community 
infrastructure. 

./ 

, Commented [BH7]: Recommend inserting this new reserve to 
/ 

/ 

I 

cover ALT land 
Commented [BHS]: Recommend inserting to capture education 
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I 

I 

I 

,, 
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Infrastructure services . 
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Primary Distributor 
Road 
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medical services. 
Public PurQoses which SQecificalll'. Qrovide for a range of 
essential infrastructure services. 
Public Pu[Q�es which s12ecificall:t: 12rovide for a range of essential 
education facilities. 
To set aside land required for a primary distributor road being a 
road classified as a Regional Distributor or Primary Distributor 

/ 
/ 

- ''.) '- -
\ ' 

\ ' 
\ 

\ 

Page 3 Local Planning Scheme No 4 

, Formatted: List Paragraph, Bulleted + Level: 1 + Aligned at: 
0 cm + Indent at: 0.63 cm 
Commented [BH9]: Recommend inserting to capture education 
facilities 

- Formatted: Font: (Default) Aria!, 10 pt 
' Formatted: List Paragraph, Bulleted + Level: 1 + Aligned at: 

0 cm + Indent at: 0.63 cm 
' Formatted: Font: (Default) Aria!, 10 pt 

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 33 of 130



under the Western Australian Road Hierarchy. 

Local Distributor Road . To set aside land reguired for a local distributor road being a 
road classified as a Local Distributor under the Western 
Australian Road Hierarchv. 

t,ocal Roagj 
------

. To set aside land reguired for a local road being a road classified 
as an Access Road under the Western Australian Road 
Hierarchv. 

15. Additional uses for local reserves 

There are no additional uses for land in local reserves that apply to this Scheme. 

-- -

Shire of Meekatharra Page 4 Local Planning Scheme No 4 
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16. Zones

Part 3 - Zones and use of land 

(1) Zones are shown on the Scheme Map according to the legend on the
Scheme Map.

(2) The objectives of each zone are as follows -

Zone name 

Residential 

Settlement 

Rural 

Light Industry 

General Industry 

Shire of Meekatharra 

Table 2 - Zone objectives 

Objectives 

To provide for a range of housing and a choice of residential 
densities to meet the needs of the community. 
To facilitate and encourage high quality design, built form and 
streetscapes throughout residential areas. 
To provide for a range of non-residential uses, which are compatible 
with and complementary to residential development. 

tf:e ieleR;tify _e�i�t[!'l9 ��elj3£��s_e� � �eJi9i�aj �eJtLe!!l��t� ,!R_§j _!e ______ ,_ 
eellaseFati><ely J:)lan f-OF the eFeleFly anel J:)FeJ:)eF develeJ:)rnent ef thes e 
J:)laees sy 
�a) F9Ejl:liFin9 J:>FeJ:>aFatien anel eneleFs ernent ef a layel:lt J:)lan in 

aeeeFelanee ..,ith State Plannin9 Peliey 3.2; and 
II..\ --- ·-=-- ,1.._, _____ ..,_ .:.1.. � ,_ ·-· ,+ _, __ 
- - ·-· -- - ·-

• To provide for the maintenance or enhancement of specific local 
rural character. 

• To protect broad acre agricultural activities such as cropping and 
grazing and intensive uses such as horticulture as primary uses, 
with other rural pursuits and rural industries as secondary uses in
circumstances where they demonstrate compatibility with the
primary use. 

• To maintain and enhance the environmental qualities of the 
landscape, vegetation, soils and water bodies, to protect sensitive 
areas especially the natural valley and watercourse systems from 
damage. 

• To provide for the operation and development of existing, future 
and potential rural land uses by limiting the introduction of 
sensitive land uses in the Rural zone. 

• To provide for a range of non-rural land uses where they have 
demonstrated benefit and are compatible with surrounding rural 
uses. 

• jf o facilitate mining within the Shire including the construction of 
workers accommodation where required.I ___________________ 

To provide for a range of industrial uses and seNice industries 
generally compatible with urban areas, that cannot be located in 
commercial zones. 
To ensure that where any development adjoins zoned or developed 
residential properties, the development is suitably set back, screened 
or otherwise treated so as not to detract from the residential amenity. 
To provide for a broad range of industrial, seNice and storage activities 
which, by the nature of their operations, should be isolated from 
residential and other sensitive land uses. 

Page 5 Local Planning Scheme No 4 
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• To accommodate industry that would not otherwise comply with the 
performance standards of light industry. 

• Seek to manage impacts such as noise, dust and odour within the
zone. 

Commercial • To provide for a range of shops, offices, restaurants and other 
commercial outlets in defined townsites or 
activity centres. 

• To maintain the compatibility with the general streetscape, for all new 
buildings in terms of scale, height, style, materials, street alignment 
and design of facades. 

• To ensure that development is not detrimental to the amenity of
adioininq owners or residential properties in the localitv. 

Special Use • To facilitate special categories of land uses which do not sit 
comfortably within any other zone. 

• To enable the Council to impose specific conditions associated with 
the special use. 

Shire of Meekatharra Page 6 Local Planning Scheme No 4 
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17. Zoning table 

The zoning table for this Scheme is as follows -

Table 3 - Zoning Table 

USE AND DEVELOPMENT CLASS i; 
:.:; 
C: 
Q) 

"C 

'iii 
Q) 

abattoir X 

agriculture - extensive X 

agriculture :- intensive X 

amusement parlour X 

animal establishment X 

animal husbandry - -intensive X 

art gallery X 

bed and breakfast A 

betting agency X 

bgrewery X 

bulky goods showroom X 

caravan park X 

caretaker's dwelling I 

car park I 

child care premises A 

cinema/theatre X 

civic use X 

club premises X 

commercial vehicle parking X 

community purpose A 

consulting rooms A 

convenience store X 

corrective institution X 

educational establishment X 

exhibition centre X 

family day care A 

fast food outlet/lunch bar X 

freeway service centre X 

fuel depot X 

funeral parlour X 

garden centre X 

grouped dwelling p 

holiday accommodation A 

Shire of Meekatharra Page 7 

I 
# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

Zones 

i; iii 

-� :::, 
"C 

Q) 
-= 

E 
1: E 

0 Cl 
(.,) :J 

X X 

X X 

X X 

p D 

X D 

X X 

p X 

D X 

p D 

X D 

p p 

X X 

I I 

p p 

D X 

p X 

p X 

p D 

D p 

p D 

p D 

p D 

X X 

D X 

p X 

D X 

A X 

X X 

X D 

A D 

D p 

D X 

D X 

"C 

-= 

� 
Q) 
C: 
Q) 

(!) 

D 

D 

X 

X 

D 

D 

X 

X 

X 

p 

X 

X 

I 

p 

X 

X 

X 

X 

p 

X 

X 

D 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

p 

X 

p 

X 

X 

i; 

:5 
a::: 

D 

p 

p 

X 

D 

p 

D 

D 

X 

D 

X 

X 

p 

I 

X 

X 

D 

D 

I 

D 

D 

X 

X 

D 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

D 

D 

D 

-
Commented [BH13]: Remove Settlement zone from scheme­

no settlements within scheme towasite boundary 

._ - - i Formatted Table 

Local Planning Scheme No 4 

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 37 of 130



holiday house A # 

home business I # 

home occupation I # 

home office I # 

home store I # 

hospital X # 

hotel X # 

indegendent livibg comglex L D 
industry X # 

industry:::-- extractive X # 

industry - light X # 

industry:::-- J3FiffiaFJ' J3F9Ell:lstieArural X # 

liquor store :::-- large X # 

liquor store :::-- small X # 

market X # 

medical centre X # 

mining operations X # 

motel X # 

motor vehicle, boat or caravan sales X # 

motor vehicle repair X # 

motor vehicle wash X # 

multiple dwelling D # 

nightclub X # 

office I # 

park home park X # 

place of worship X # 

reception centre X # 

recreation :::-- private X # 

renewable energl'. facilit� X 

repurposed �dwelling D # 

residential aged care facilitl'. D 
residential building D # 

resource recovery centre X # 

restaurant/cafe X # 

restricted premises X # 

road house X # 

rural home business I # 

rural pursuit/hobby farm X # 

f1a1Fal Felatea iAfFastF1a1st1a1Fel Q # 

serviced apartment A # 

service station X # 

�e,=vise l:ltilit� Q # 

shop X # 

small bar X # 

single house p # 
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tavern X # 

telecommunications infrastructure D # 

tourist development A # 

trade display X # 

trade supplies X # 

transport depot X # 

tree farm X # 

veterinary centre X # 
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18. Interpreting zoning table

(1) The permissibility of uses of land in the various zones in the Scheme area is 
determined by cross-reference between the list of use classes on the left 
hand side of the zoning table and the list of zones at the top of the zoning
table.

(2) The symbols used in the zoning table have the following meanings -

p 

D 

A 

means that the use is permitted if it complies with �£1!1..r.�Le��J _____ -
development standards and requirements of this Scheme; 

means that the use is permitted if it is consequent on, or naturally 
attaching, appertaining or relating to the predominant use of the land 
and it complies with �fillrelevant development standards and ______ -
requirements of this Scheme; 

means that the use is not permitted unless the local government has 
exercised its discretion by granting development approval; 

means that the use is not permitted unless the local government has 
exercised its discretion by granting development approval after� 
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-1. The development approval of the local government may be required to carry out 
worl<s on land in addition to any approval granted for the use of land. In normal 

._ - - -{ Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 1.27 cm 

circumstances ��ppJication is made for both the carrying_ out of worl<s on, and the ___ -{ Formatted: Font: 9 pt 
use of, land. i;;or Elo><olopm0nt on lane tf.:lat Elo06 not req1:iiro El0><0lopm0nt appF011al '--------------------� 

2. 

3. 

600 sla1:i60 e1 of tR0 El00m0El pFO><i6ion6. 

Under clause 61 of the deemed provisions and Schedule A certain worl<s and uses 
are exempt from the requirement for development approval. 

Clause 67 of the deemed provisions deals with the consideration of applications for 
development approval by the local government. Under that clause development 
approval cannot be granted for development that us a class X use in relation to the 
zone in which the development is located except in certain circumstances where land 
is being used for a non-conforming use]n sonsielerin§ an ap�isation fer ele><el�ment _ - Commented [BH24]: lnserted /modified text to be consistent 
appFO·•al, tt:le losal go·•emment will t:ia·1e regaFEl to sla1:ise e7 of tRe eleemeel �', with model provisions 
pre· 1isions. 

(3) A specific use class referred to in the zoning table is excluded from any other 
use class described in more general terms. 

(4) The local government may, in respect of a use that is not specifically referred
to in the zoning table and that cannot reasonably be determined as falling
within a use class referred to in the zoning table -

(a) determine that the use is consistent with the objectives of a particular
zone and is therefore a use that may be permitted in the zone subject
to conditions imposed by the local government; or 

(b) determine that the use may be consistent with the objectives of a
particular zone an� gi1,e netiseadvertisel under clause 64 of the ______ -
deemed provisions before considering an application for development 
approval for the use of the land; or 

(c) determine that the use is not consistent with the objectives of a
particular zone and is therefore not permitted in the zone. 

(5) If a use of land is identified in a zone as being a class P or class I use, the
local government may not refuse an application for development approval for
that use in that zone but may require works that are to be undertaken in 
connection with that use to have development approval. 

l(6) If a uqe qt larn:l is i<:lentif.ieEI in a :z:ene as sei® a slass X use, the lesal _______ -
ge•,emment must refuse an applisatien for Elevelepment appre11al for that use
in that :z:ene unless

(a) 

(s) 

the E.le11elopment appreval applisation relates to lanEI that is seing 
use<:l fer a nen senferming use; anEI 

the losal government sonsiElern that the preposeG use of the lanEI 
v.'OulEI se less detrimental than the non sonferming use. 

(§-7) If the zoning table does not identify any permissible uses for land in a zone 
the local government may, in considering an application for development 
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approval for land within the zone, have due regard to any of the following 
plans that apply to the land 

(a) 

(a) 

(QG) 

(el) 

Shire of Meekatharra 

a structure plan; 

an aotiiw'ity oentFe 13lan; 

a local development planj _____________________________ -

a oornrnunity layout 13lan. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Regulation 11 (2) of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015 states that a Local Planning Strategy shall: 

(a) set out the long-term planning directions for the local government; and 
(b) apply any State or regional planning policy that is relevant to the strategy; and 
(c) provide the rationale for any zoning or classification of land under the local 

planning scheme. 

1.1. PREAMBLE 

The Shire of Meekatharra's Local Planning Strategy has been prepared in two parts. The 
First Part (the Strategy) will contain an introduction with the main emphasis based on a 
series of Objectives, Strategies and Actions. This will provide an outline to guide the local 
government in the implementation of the Strategy, with an ability to monitor and track its 
progress. 

The second part (The Background Information and Analysis) includes background 
information provided in support of the Strategy. 

1.2. OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this Local Planning Strategy are to provide; 

a 'leadership' document which provides strategic planning direction for the next 10 
years or longer and which manages that growth within a strategic framework; 

• a document which sets out the direction for economically, socially and environmentally 
sustainable development based on comprehensive analysis of state, regional and local 
planning issues and objectives; 
a document which gives direction to local government, the Department of Planning, the 
WA Planning Commission and the Minister in assessment of development proposals 
and provides strategic planning support for this decision-making; 

• a document which provides the basis for coordinated decision-making on future 
serv!cing of the local government area by local, state government and any �qther __________ - 7 commented [BH3J: Editing mod 
service agency; 

• a document which explains and justifies the strategic direction for growth and 
development to all stakeholders, and; 

• a basis on which the Local Planning Scheme may be amended or reviewed. 

1.3. PURPOSE OF A STRATEGY 

The Local Planning Strategy (Strategy) is intended to be a 'leadership' document that 
supports the new Local Planning Scheme (Scheme) provisions and mapping and will form 
the basis for future decisions regarding any changes to the Scheme. 

The Strategy will be used as a guide for the Council over the next 10-15 years, setting out 
the future path for growth and development and the strategic direction for sustainable 
resource management and development in the context of state and regional planning. It is a 
document which sets out the direction for economically, socially and environmentally 
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sustainable development based on comprehensive analysis of state, regional and local 
planning issues and objectives. 

It is a document that will provide the context for coordinated planning and programming of 
physical and social infrastructure at the local level and form the basis for coordinated 
decision-making on future servicing of the local government area by local, State Government 
and any other service agency. 

It will apply state and regional planning policies, and provide the rationale decision-making in 
relation to proposed scheme amendments, subdivision and development 

Part two will provide the relevant background to the strategy, including analysis of 
information and the rationale for the strategy. 

This Strategy background assesses the adequacy of housing, industrial and commercial 
areas in the settlements. Population trends and projections are examined to forecast the 
needs of the Shire in terms of accommodation, services and infrastructure. This information • 
may be updated periodically and includes a series of topics, some affecting the ��ateg_y __________ - 7 commented [BH4J: Editing mod 
more than others. It is intended the local planning strategy would integrate all relevant 
aspects relating to land use planning and development recognising the interrelationships 
between the individual elements of land use planning and development. 

Review of the local planning strategy should be conducted in conjunction with the statutory 
five-yearly review of the local planning scheme. However, there may be occasions where 
changes in local circumstances necessitate a review or amendment such as those involving: 

• major development initiatives not anticipated at the time the strategy was prepared; 
• provision of major social or physical infrastructure (mining, educational, transport, 

communications, recreational and community); 
• economic environment (employment, markets, industry, productivity); 
• physical environment (climate, natural resource requirements, flora/fauna); and
• social makeup of the community (population, age, skills, health, lifestyle). 

The strategy will be endorsed by the WA Planning Commission and will be posted on the 
local government and WA Planning Commission's website and updated as necessary as a 
consequence of any amendments made and approved from time to time. 

2. LOCATION AND SNAPSHOT OF THE SHIRE

Figure 1 shows the location of the Shire in relation to the Regions and the Perth Metropolitan 
Region. The Meekatharra townsite is about 764 kilometres from Perth by road via the Great 
Northern Highway. As the crow flies it is about 665 kilometres from Perth CBD. The 
Meekatharra Townsite map shows existing Scheme zones. 

The Shire of Meekatharra covers an area of 100,733 square kilometres measuring over 250 
kilometres in an east-west direction and 430 kilometres in a north-south direction. 

The Shire is located in the Mid-West Region of Western Australia with its northern boundary 
on the southern edge of the Pilbara Region. 
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FIGURE 1 - LOCATION MAP OF MEEKATHARRA 

Source: PLANWEST, DoP, Landgate 2014t ________________________________ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Commented [BHS]: Maps/Figures mod - improve 
clarity of maps? 

Isome additional Council Statistics include the followingj _________________ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - commented [BH6]: Administrative mod - update 

Population: _________ _ 

1 200 
Number of dwellings: �27 
Length of sealed roads: Mkm178km 
Length of unsealed roads: �1 632km 
Area: 100,733km2 

Number of Employees: ______ �34 
Number of Electors: 4-SJ32 
Total Rates Levied: $:3,840,81e4,892,325 
Total Revenue: $4411,984,024,952,765 

Source: WA Local Government Directory2G-142022 

PLANWEST (WA) Pty Ltd Page 3 Shire of Meekatharra 

Local Planning Strategy 

statistics 

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 82 of 130



3. MEEKATHARRA LOOKING FORWARD

This §strategy will be the basis for future planning and possible changes to existing statutory 
plans. It will not only provide the strategic justification for the local planning scheme but also 
guidance for future scheme amendments. 

The Shire of Meekatharra will endeavour to meet the needs of current and future generations 
through the integration of environmental protection, social advancement and economic 
sustainability. 

The Shire will endeavour to diversify its current economic base (of pastoral and mining 
industries) by establishing rural and tourism industries that rely on similar environmental 
conditions but aim to appeal to alternative and more diversified and sustainable markets. 

The Shire will continue to promote the use of best management practices in all its activities 
particularly in the development of its culture, arts, tourism, hospitality and service sector. 

The Meekatharra town will continue to provide modern and efficient services to meet its 
district service centre role and will be supported as the focus of recreation, administration, 
commercial and residential development for the Shire and District. To this end the Council 
will encourage the supply of a range of residential lifestyles (and lot sizes) to provide a 
choice of living environments to meet a diverse range of prospective residents. 

The Shire will also provide for new light, service and general industrial areas in order to 
promote new businesses and jobs based on economically sustainable principles. These jobs 
may be in a variety of disciplines including, general and service industries, primary industry, 
solar power, geo-thermal power exploration, bio-diesel development, tourism and cultural 
awareness. The Meekatharra townsite is well located on the intersection of Great Northern 
Highway and the Goldfields Highway between Newman and Cue providing a central location 
for service industries operating in the district. 

The Shire will support closer development in rural areas where development complies with 
the WA Planning Commission rural planning policies and the local planning framework. 

The Shire will continue to promote its mining and cultural resources and unique landscape 
without jeopardising the integrity of either asset. 

The Shire will continue to protect its valuable indigenous cultural resources. To this end the 
Shire will promote continuing cooperation between itself, its residents and the relevant 
agencies set up to provide advice and assistance in these social and land management 
issues. 

4. KEY STRATEGY-RELATED ISSUES

These issues relate to those discussed in the background information and analysis report. 

4.1 OPPORTUNITIES 

4.1.1 IMPROVE TOWN FACILITIES AND AMENITIES 

Accommodation, community facilities, youth activities, aged care facilities, encourage shops 
and entertainment/dining choices - continue to implement initiatives in the Shire of 
Meekatharra Rrevitalisation Pelanj_ __________________________________________ - i commented [BH7]: Administrative mod 
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4.1.2 SERVICED LAND 

Available serviced land, residential and commercial, highway frontage. 
New industrial estate. 

4.1.3 TOURISM 

Areas of interest - capitalise on increased travel by baby boomers, improve Trail signage, 
continue with amenity and facility improvements, continue push to market Meekatharra. 

4.2 CONSTRAINTS 

4.2.1 TYRANNY OF DISTANCE 

Time to travel to Meekatharra; provision of land for local servicing depots, provide for further 
Highway improvements. 

4.2.2 CLIMATE CHANGE 

Better understand changing rural land use patterns and implications for flora and fauna and 
increased severe weather events including bushfires and droughts. 

4.2.3 MINING ACTIVITIES NEAR TOWNSITES 

Constraints to town expansion due to mining activity areas and buffers from mining areas 
and open cut mines. 
Impact of mining on town history and historic remains in smaller abandoned townsites. 

4.2.4 SERVICING REMOTE SETTLEMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT 

Cost of travelling/contracts to manage services, development control etc 
Water, power, rubbish, mining. 

5. OBJECTIVES, STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS

5.1 CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Climate change is associated with various implications that have the potential to damage the 
future livelihood of Meekatharra. Climate change has the capacity to affect human health, 
water and energy supply, agriculture, ecosystems and biodiversity. Furthermore

i 
a changing 

climate not only has environmental and social implications, but also can cause a detrimental 
effect on the economic prosperity of a district. Therefore

i 
the Shire's capacity to adapt and 

mitigate the potential effects of climate change is a key concern for the future livelihood of 
the region. 

The followin@ §strategy recognises the importance of climate resilient infrastructure as well 
better response services and systems such a.§ bushfire management, which have the 
capacity to mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Furthermore, Sustainability is a key response to climate change and environmental 
management. Therefore

i 
the Shire should continue to encourage the adoption of sustainable 

practices including the introduction of land use management to ensure land use activity is 
sustainable. Additionally, the Shire should promote and encourage renewable energies and 
sustainable technologies in order to reduce current energy and water consumption levels. 

Key Considerations 
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A small population and the sensitive economic base provide less capacity to respond 
and adapt to the changing climate. 

• The Shire's limited access to goods and services questions the ability to adopt 
sustainable practices such as solar energy and the implementation of water wise 
development requirements. 

While bushfires are not a significant concern, given the nature of the landscape, it is 
acknowledged that such events must still be considered and appropriately managed. 

The need to protect the areas ecosystems and biodiversity, and promote the 
understanding of such systems within the community. 

Recognition to the importance of volunteerism and telecommunications in the case of
a natural disaster. 

OVERALL ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVE 
- To acknowledge the changing climate and its associated implications on the 

natural and built landscapes, in order to respond in a sustainable and 
appropriate manner. 

STRATEGY 

5.1.1 ldenti conservation 
areas and make residents 
and visitors aware of such 
areas and their cultural 
significance. 

jACTION[ __________________ _ 
Insert a onserva 10n reserve 1n t e oca 

Planning Scheme to aemaRstrate classify Crown 
Reserves that are designated for 'Conservation"

! 

(b) Maintain an appropriate level of equipment along 
with an emergency response team to manage and 
maintain such conservation areas. 

(c) Wise-Provide appropriate infrastructure to protect such 
conservation areas e.g. broad walks, path ways etc. 

Commented [BHSJ: Admin mod - have inserted 
numbering for all actions for ease of reference. 

5.1.2 Diversification of 
income bearing activities, to 
improve the Shire's capacity 
to respond to climate 
change

! 

(a) �ncourage diversification of activities in the pastoral areas, 
where income producing activities rely primarily on climatelr ____________ - - Commented [BH9]: Unsure how this action will be 

5.1.3 Establish an on-going 
and sustainable means of 
maintaining the parks and 
recreation areas and facilities 
in the district. 

5.1.4 Ensure that all new 
development is built and 
maintained in a sustainable 
manner. 

(a) Form a partnership with the local School to provide a non-potable water 
supply for the ongoing maintenance of the school's recreational facilities. 

(b) Ensure the provision of .ifil_adequate and sustainable water supply to 
recreational areas� to improve their amenity__fillQ_--aA4-
�usability. 

(c) Investigate the potential and capacity ef elt:ier s1,1st:ifor alternative water 
sources and re-use to provide water for irrigation. 

(a) Introduce Government incentives for households that adopt 
water wise and energy efficient technologies. 

(b) �Encourage use of the Gemmen ·eallt:i's Australian 
Government's Design for Climate principles, te apply te for all 
new development where applicable . 

.(£l_Preparntien Investigate use of a Local Planning Polic�· tt:iat pre><iees eesi§JA §J"'ieelines ferto 
achieve more climate responsive housing design. 
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implemented? 

Could expand to say: "Support diversification permits on 
pastoral leases where the predominant pastoral activity 
is not adversely impacted"? 
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(d) Promote sustainable development through 
advertising to encourage new homebuilders to 
adopt such methods. 

@l_Hold community meetings that educate citizens on the 
concept of Sustainability, encouraging residents to adopt 
such sustainable methods

,._ ___________________________ - - Formatted: Font color: Auto 

5.1.5 Ensure the region is 
prepared to respond in the 
case of fire and emergency 
situations. 

(a) Introduce bushfire management activities such as fire 
prevention and preparation to minimise the impact and 
occurrence of such a natural disaster. 

\ 

\ 

\ 

- Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.27 cm, No bullets or 

numbering 

- Commented [BH10]: Modification to address DWER 
submission and Shire response - have updated 
wording. 

Formatted Table 

(b} Implement aemergency response practices within the region
,_ 

in accordance with the Shire's adopted Local Emergency 
Management Arrangements to ensure the community is 
prepared in the case of anEI emergencyl _____________________ - - Commented [BH12]: Review action - Unclear on the 

fa) 

c lnvesti ate the need for a flood stud and a flood miti ation 
Ian for Meekatharra tow ite. 

5.1.6 Protect and manage areas (a) Work with community to protect the biodiversity values of high 
of conservation environmental priority natural areas. including Threatened Ecological 
significance and the natural Communities and other significant flora and fauna associated with 
environment. the Greenou h Murchison and Gasco ne Rivers and the 

Meekatharra Cre 

(b} provi · tion at the Shire offices and online 
on the w rotect the Shire's si nificant 
biodivers 

5.2 DEVELOPMENT OF SETTLEMENTS 

There is a need to minimise the opportunities for scattered development throughout the 
Shire. The purpose of this strategy is to ensure that the Council's resources are not spread 
toQ thinly placing stress on existing levels of service. 

The analysis of privately owned properties in the background report identifies the several 
properties, especially in abandoned townsites, that have to potential to be developed. 

Where a private owner may want to develop in an abandoned townsite the Council will 
consider swapping land in that townsite for an alternative site held in Council's ownership in 
ei-tAef...Meekatharra. 

Key Considerations 

• Servicing scattered communities throughout the Shire. 
• Offering owners in smaller undeveloped townsites the option of surrendering or 

exchanging land.

Whether surrendered properties should be transferred to Council, or to Crown Land
or Reserves. 

OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF SETTLEMENTS OBJECTIVE 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd Page 7 Shire of Meekatharra 
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... 
\ 

\ 

,, 

,, 

I\ 
I 
I 

\ 

\ 

I 

implementation of this action - are we seeking to 
establish/ implement existing emergency response 
practices in the community? I note the adopted LEMA 
2018 plan is now in place. 

Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.08 cm, No bullets or 

numbering 

Commented [BH11]: Shire Modification inserted to 
address DWER submission. 

Formatted: No bullets or numbering 

Commented [BH13]: Modification to address DWER 
submission and Shire response. Shire's proposed 
wording has been modified. 

Commented [BH14]: Modification in response to DBCA 
submission. Shire's response has been modified. 
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To ensure that urban development in the Shire be consolidated in Meekatharra 
townsite and serviced with the appropriate infrastructure. 

STRATEGY 
5.2.1 Ensure urban development is 
restricted to Meekatharra townsite to 
assist in providing sustainable Shire 
services. 

5.2.2 To divest the Council of on-going 
management obligations on land 
owned but not required by the Council. 

PLANWEST (WA) Pty Ltd 

ACTION 
(a) estrict new development to occur only in areas 

easier and sustainable to servicel ___________________ -

(b) Offer Council owned lots at a discount rate to 
encourage development. 

(a) Investigate opportunities to dGispose of §.0.Y._ 
Council owned land that is no longer required by 
the Council and/or where it is not appropriately 
located to exchange. 

(b) Investigate opportunities to 
!+ransfer tAe--land not required 
by Council to either a potential 
developer/resident or to the 
Crown. 

Page 8 Shire of Meekatharra 
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Commented [BH15]: It is unclear how this action would 
be achieved. Review to clarify action or remove if not 
relevant. 
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5.2.3 Ensure that the major road 
network infrastructure is maintained 
to a level commensurate with its use. 

(a) ffitefaGt--Consult with MRWA to identify and 
upgrade areas of the Great Northern Highway
that need improvements to maintain an 
acceptable safety level. 

(b) Support the continual upgrades to the 
Goldfields Highway, including the intersection 
with the Great Northern Highway. 

5.2.4 Assess the needs of the 
current and future community 
facilities. 

(a) !Adopt and jime_lement the findin_gs of the Shire ___________ - Commented [BH16]: Still relevant? Has this 
QL__Meekatharra Revitalisation Plan (CCS Revitalisation plan been adopted? 
Strategic, 2014). 

------------------1--0-HExtend median strip southwards on Main----
Street for pedestrian refugel ________________ � ____ -

5.3 ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

Presently there is limited economic diversification within Meekatharra, with the mining, 
tourism and pastoral industries acting as the regions primary sources of economic 
development. In terms of employment, the mining sector acts as a main employer within the 
community. However,. relying solely on an industry as volatile as the mining sector is not 
economically sound. Furthermore, pastoral activities are continuing to decline as a result of 
climate change and competition associated with areas that have better access to ports, 
labour, and significantly shorter routes to markets. 

However, Meekatharra holds potential for the establishment of an industrial estate located 
north of the town site. Such an industrial area has the capacity to accommodate the growing 
demand for a more diverse array of services and employment in the district. The location of 
such an area will need to be appropriately assessed to avoid any prospective areas and 
sensitive uses but still maintain easy access to transport routes like the Great Northern 
Highway and Goldfields Highway. 

Additionally, there is potential to expand the tourism industry through the provision of more 
tourism accommodation i.e. Bed and Breakfasts, Farmstay etc. Such opportunities would 
further aid in the diversification of the economy of pastoral stations in the district. 

Commented [BH17]: Has this Strategy been 
implemented? How far south? I note that ii ends around 
Savage Street. 

The C01:msil has sornrnissionea a� The Shire's! E��n.9i:!)i_s: _Qe_y�l�.01�Qt_ �t,:?teg� __________ - -i Commented [BH18J: Admin mods 
� for the Shire (Urbis 2014) ans will be assessing the Draft for aaoption. The Strategy 
addresses several issues including the centre revitalisation, the setting up of a one:--stop: 
shop for business information, establishing a regional partnership with the �Australian 
Government Department of Social Services and participation in a regional tourism network. 

Key considerations 

• The level of uncertainty and unpredictability amongst the local community and 
potential stakeholders, regarding the capacity of future mining and pastoral activities. 

• The extent to which prospective areas and existing mining activities limit further 
expansion of the town and therefore the potential for the region to grow and become 
more diversified. 

• Requirements for the development of new industries including an industrial estate, 
which would also require improved road infrastructure in order to make potential 
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industries accessible to residents. 
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The need to protect any viable pastoral land to ensure sustainability of the agricultural 
industry, which plays a significant role in the economic base of the region. 

OVERALL ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT OBJECTIVE 
To provide a more diversified economy to allow for a more robust range of 
employment opportunities. 

5.3.1 ProVithnrrrew-gmerat.md ltgh 
industrial area with adequate separation 
distances from sensitive uses, space for 
expansion and access to major transport 
routes and services. 

5.3.2 Protect areas of prospectivity 
from development. 

5.3.3 Encourage diversification of 
pastoral activities to increase income 
from rural areas. 

Assess the current and desirable 
direction for an economic development 
strategy for the Shire. 

;ve1,ttgate-tht,npttCJl'lS"ionrnBw'<3'eneratamlttg 
Industry' area within Meekatharra. 

Provide for a new general and light industrial area. 

Avoid zoning additional land for urban uses �nd 
zone prospective areas outside the townsite as 
'Rural' l ___________________________ • _ _ _ _ 

Provide information guidelines on applications for 
diversification permits to allow pastoralists to 
generate alternative income streams. The permit 
allows Pastoral lessees to use parts of their land for 
non-pastoral uses such as agriculture, horticulture, 
aquaculture, tourism & forestry. 

Advertise and demonstrate the benefits associated 
with such permits to encourage more Pastoral 
lessees to apply. 

A Elo13t anEl !implement recommendations of the 
Economic Development Strategy (Urbis, 2014). 

5.4 DEVELOPING THE TOURISM INDUSTRY 

Tourism is an important industry in Meekatharra. Therefore, more focus needs to be put into 
making the area more attractive to visitors. This can be achieved through adequate provision 
of services and amenities as well as diversification of the market, which will cater to both 
residents and visitors. i;:1;1rthem:10re the fellowingThe §strategy acknowledges the importance 
of the preservation and maintenance of key tourist sites. 

The potential for tourism development in Meekatharra is extensive�, wi#l-Ithe Meeka 
Rangelands Discovery Trail providing provides a fascinating insight into indigenous heritage, 
natural wonders, settlement history and rich, red landscapes,--aoo-Jthe Meeka Town 
Heritage Walk also asknowle€19in9 acknowledges the rich history of the town, acting as 
popular attractions for visitors. 

The tourism industry has the capacity to help stimulate economic growth, as well as provide 
alternative forms of income to local residents and the Shire, through Council assets such as 
recreational parks and camping grounds. As a result, such an industry may stimulate both 
private and public investment, contributing to the upgrade of infrastructure and services of 
the area. 
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Furthermore, opportunity exists for the Shire to develop additional visitor facilities such as 
camping grounds or a hostel, to cater for the potential increase in 'Grey Nomads' travelling to 
or passing by the district. However, significant funding is required in order to improve the 
services and amenities of the area to attract tourists. In this regard, contribution to tourism 
initiatives could potentially be supported partly through relevant grant programs as they 
become available. 

Additionally, GOR1R1only mining operations are commonly seen as a deterrent to tourism. 
However, there is potential for such operations to be promoted as an attraction. Viewing 
platforms, information about the process and operations, and tours of facilities may form part 
of a tourism circuit. 

Key Considerations 

Increase and upgrade of signage within the area identifying the presence, location 
and routes of the various attractions. 
The need to increase and diversify accommodation within the town, to cater to 
different demographics. 
The need to improve tourist facilities and infrastructure in order to promote 
Meekatharra as an attractive tourist destination. 
Improvements to the harsh roads and trails, which link people to the attractions, so 
visitors not deterred to explore such sites and routes. 
Increase investment in the tourism industry through access to external funding 
sources. 

Monitoring of mining activity in regards to tourism attractions, as significant vehicle 
movements and noise/dust pollution associated with mining activities, have the 
potential to impact the attractiveness of an area from a tourism perspective. 

• Encouraging local mining operations to make their facilities visitor friendly. 

The protection and conservation of natural and historical tourism attraction, to ensure 
some degree of sustainability within the tourism industry. 
The provision of historic information and 'stories of interest' relating to the historic 
buildings and areas within the region. 

OVERALL TOURISM OBJECTIVE 

- To ensure the Shire provides tourist facilities and amenities that are able to 
respond to the increasing demands of a vital and growing industry. 

�---==,..�--------,·a)-Pn rthe
,_J_ 

District and make these readily available. 

{b) Better advertise the area as a tourist destination. 

(c) Encourage mining companies to help advertise the 
area through their operations. 

5.4.2 !Ensure that the townsite (a) Provide more diverse short stay accommodation 
provides suitable facilities and through supporting the establishment of bed and 
amenities to attract and retain breakfast accommodation, as well as improvement of 

________ ..../ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Commented [BH20): Could expand point (b) to include 
/ guidance on private signage in the scheme 

tourists ________________ hotel/motel facilities. ______________________________ - Commented [BH21]: Have reworked point c to focus 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd 

on land use permissibility and zone flexibility to address 
{b) Ensure the provision of quality services and facilities, which will this issue. 
aid in retainin visitor in the area. '------------------_J 
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5.4.3 To ensure popular 
attractions are properly 
signposted and promoted. 

5.4.4 To have mining companies 
promote their operations as a 
tourist attraction. 

5.4.5 Capitalise on the 
district's culturally significant 
areas through their narration, 
promotion and access to such 
sites. 

(c) Identify zones and facilitate land use and permissibility in the 
Scheme for the provision of a range of uses to improve night 
vitality which will encourage tourists to extend the duration of 
their visit. 

(a) Increase the use of signs to advertise popular 
tourism attractions with7 all new signs on or
abutting a major road to be referred to Main 
Roads WA. 

(b) Upgrade existing Council signs where they are 
ineffective and rundown. 

(c) �Investigate the use of plaques within the town, 
WRiGA-!Q_educate tourist.§ as-o__nte the history behind 

(d} In consultation with MRWA investigateF2f:Gvid& installing signage to 
attractions on main tourist routes such as the Goldfield Highway. 

(a) Form partnerships with mining companies that allow 
limited access to their operations as a tourist attraction, 
which is mutually beneficial for both stakeholders. 

(b) Ensure mining operations undertake the appropriate 
health and safety measures, which enable visitors to 
access the site, however limited. 

(a) Facilitate the development of a pocket history of the district 
including sites, photographic records and stories. 

(b} Encourage the preparation of an information package, 
in hardcopy and on the Council's web site, outline the 
cultural and natural assets of the district._ 

{!j_Allow access to such areas with the appropriate 
infrastructure such as walkways and fencing to ensure 
visitors do not degrade sites. 

5.5 MINING AND PASTORAL ACTIVITIES 

It can be assumed that mining activities are likely to continue to be the predominant 
economic base within the Shire with traditional pastoral station activities taking a less 
significant role. While mining can be viewed as both an issue and opportunity, in 
Meekatharra it is seen significantly as having a positive influence on the community, 
providing both direct and indirect economic benefits including the use of local 
accommodation and facilities. 

The challenge remains to ensure that future mining activities do not conflict with existing land 
uses, particularly the pastoral industry, which is also a main economic base in the region. 
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Additionally, it is important to note that under the WA Mining Act 1978, mining activity is 
exempt from planning approval and is instead determined in accordance to the provisions of 
that Act. Section 120(2) (b) of the WA Mining Act 1978 does however require that mining 
activity must have due regard to the provisions of any relevant Local Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, in considering the future implications of mining activity within the Shire, it is 
important to maintain a close liaison with the Department lfer Minerals ane Petrolm.1rn.Qf 
Mines Industry Regulation and SafetJ to _______________________________________ - -{ Commented [BH22]: Admin mod 
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ensure that any proposal to commercially extract minerals does not unduly conflict with any 
provisions of the Scheme or Local Planning Strategy. 

Another major issue related to mining activities is the factor of uncertainty associated with 
such an industry, and the effect that a potential mining downturn could have on fl::lfat--areas 
such as Meekatharra. These mining activities have the potential to prevent the further 
expansion of the town, which in turn restricts the town's capacity to grow and meet future 
demands. 

However, there are opportunities for the formation of partnerships between the Shire and 
various mining operators. As mentioned in the previous section, there is an opportunity for 
mining companies to capitalise on tourism through the inclusion of viewing platforms on 
operational open pits, or guided tours of operational facilities. 

Mining operations can be encouraged to aid in the stimulation of the local economy through 
the housing of employees within the existing Meekatharra townsite. This will have significant 
spin-off benefits for the local economy in terms of the purchase of goods and services from 
local outlets. 

Key considerations 
Mining activities have both direct and indirect benefits on the community, e.g. 
provision of employment opportunities for residents, and the utilisation of local 
accommodation, amenities and facilities. 
To monitor and cater for mining activities and associated works. 

To encourage the residential component of the mining operations to locate in the 
main townsite. 

Under the WA Mining Act 1978 mining activities are exempt from development 
approval. 

Land use conflict may occur between mining operations and other land use activities, 
particularly the pastoral industry. 

Mining activities restrict the expansion of urban development due to their impact 
buffers. 

• Mining operations can significantly impact the visual amenity of a town, which can be
a major deterrent for tourists and potential residents.

• There is potential for partnerships to be formed between the Shire and mining
companies, such partnerships have the capacity to enhance economic development 
of the town. 

• To support mining activities where an environmental management plan has been 
prepared and is acceptable to the Council and Environmental Protection Authority. 

OVERALL MINING AND PASTORAL OBJECTIVE 

- To ensure that the mining industry is not restricted by urban development and 
that mining operations contribute to the local economy and are sensitive to the 
cultural and historic features of the Shire. Additional/yJ_ �'!_S!,Jrjf1_g_ t_h!!t_ q�a!fty __________ - 7 Commented [BH23J: Admin mod 

pastoral land is protected to ensure the industry's survival. 

STRATEGY 

5.5.1 Ensure that the OMP-OMIRS 
understands the implications of a 
Local Planning Scheme and the need 
to consult with the community where 
a conflict may arise. 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd 

ACTION 

(a) Develop an understanding with the GMP-DMIRS 
that enhances the lines of communication and 
ensures a mutual acknowledgement of the issues 
for each party. 

(b) Ensure that mining activities are closely 
monitored where they may impact 
settlements. 
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5.5.2 Protect areas of prospectivity. 

5.5.3 Encourage the residential 
component of mining operations to 
establish in the Meekatharra townsite. 

5.5.4 Encourage local mining 
operations to use local employment. 

5.5.5 Monitor the status of mining 
operations including rehabilitation 
activities. 

5.5.6 Encourage local partnerships 
between the Shire and local operators 
to help stimulate potential 
investments for town improvements. 

5.5.7 Encourage the continued use 
of land for pastoral station activity 
and encourage best practices. 

5.5.8 Ensure quality pastoral 
land is protected. 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd 

Ka) Zone prospective areas for 'Rural' to avoid urban 
development taking placei _________________________ - Commented [BH24]: Reconsider based on review of 

(b) Avoid zoning land for urban uses when the site 
has been identified as being prospective. 

(a) Through the formation of a partnership, provide 
flexibility within the Scheme to encourage and 
facilitatetJ:ie fil!Y_residential component of mining 
operations will be enso1,1Fa€J99 to establish in the 
Meekatharra townsite. 

(b) Provide the facilities and services that cater to
the residential component of such operations to 
ensure employees are comfortable. 

(a) J;or:mation ofContinue to build partnerships with 
mining operations will-and encourage such 
companies to make use of local employment. 

(b) Provide adequate services and facilities to 
encourage companies to utilise these 
establishments. 

(a) The establishment of a partnership between the Shire 
and the GMP-DMIRS will enhance communication about 
any concerns the Shire has regarding mining operations. 

(a) Ensure mining operations that their contribution 
will be promoted and acknowledged on the 
completed development. 

(b) Educate mining operators on the potential 
benefits such contributions could have for the 
company's reputation and social standing. 

(a) MaintainiRg efficient structure of transport 
routes for agricultural freight through the Shire 
will---!Q.._assist in the efficiency of pastoral 
activities. 

(b} Incorporating best practice activity will ensure 
improved degree of sustainability within the industry. 

(a) !Ensure that quality pastoral land is zoned as 
'Rural' to protect land from being used by other 
conflicting land usesL _________________________ -
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5.6 LAND SUPPLY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES 
Maintaining a satisfactory land supply in country towns has been a serious economic issue 
for decades. The cost of buying an existing lot in a rural townsite is generally minimal 
compared with the cost of creating new lots - no matter what the proposed use is. 

The cost associated with the servicing of land is the most significant challenge for the 
creation of new lots. Support funding by way of government development initiatives and 
programs, or some other external funding source is often how these cost challenges are 
addressed. 

The area north of the Meekatharra Townsite, east of Great Northern Highway, is ideally 
located to provide for a new general industrial estate. There is little to no industrial land 
designated in Newman, however there is a substantial infrastructure developing in Capricorn 
Uust south of Newman) that provides for several major activities including the Capricorn 
village (324 rooms), Capricorn Roadhouse, Outback Travel Centre, Ampol service station 
and a new truck servicing facility. This is fulfilling an unmet demand for such major land uses. 

The Meekatharra townsite is located nearly 400 kilometres south of Capricorn over 100 
kilometres from Cue, 180km from Mount Magnet and over 500km from Dalwallinu. There are 
very few constraints that would preclude the designation of this area for industries that 
require large areas of land for activities like transport depots, regional depots, mining 
services and the like. In order that the area can be appropriately planned for the longer term 
with a comprehensive drainage system, appropriate servicing infrastructure and a range of 
large and very large lots, a large area of over 200 hectares has been designated. Although 
the development will be staged to monitor lot size and locational demands

i 
the Council is 

keen to designate the whole site in the Strategy however the Scheme will only be zoned 
following the preparation and approval of a structure plan. In the meantime

i 
the estate area 

will be designated 'Future Industrial Land - Investigation Area' in the �strategy. 

The supply of land zoned for industrial development in the existing Scheme is currently 
confined to land around Railway and Marmont Streets - with sensitive uses as neighbours. 
This factor puts restrictions on the accessibility of the sites by large articulated vehicles and 
the use of land for general industries. 

The Council often receives inquiries about the availability of industrial land in the 
Meekatharra townsite - the most recent for a concrete batching plant. 

General industries include those that can have an impact on the surrounding activities and 
are therefore best segregated from urban uses where possible. 

Figure 2 provides a potential site for a future general industrial estate. The location and 
design will need to be developed in consultation with the Department of Planning.I Lands 
and Heritqae as 1,1,1011 asand lMain Roads WA. ____________________________________ - -{ Commented [BH26J: Admin mod 

The area has several advantages including; 

• There is little to restrict its expansion in the future - if required;
• it can provide for a variety of lot sizes to suit any industry type; 
• it is separated from sensitive urban uses; 
• the drainage requirements can be managed as part of the design; and 
• access to both the Great Northern Highway and the Goldfields Highway.
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FIGURE 2 - FUTURE INDUSTRIAL LAND - INVESTIGATION AREA 

In Meekatharra townsite there are 123 vacant lots that are zoned 'Residential' the majority of 
which are not owned privately or by the Shire. 76 of these vacant residential lots are Crown 
lots (or VCL), with only 4 owned by the Shire. Nine vacant lots are zoned 'Commercial' with 4 
owned by the Shire. Of the g_{zjvacant lots zoned 'lndustrial'_half are_pJivately owned but __________ - Commented [BH27]: Review-have c ou nted 7 vacant 
none owned by the Shire, however when the new industrial area is established it is possible �i _nd_u_ s_tri_a_l l_o t_s _____________ � 
that the Council may relocate its depot from Oliver Street thus freeing up another 2.6 
hectares for other light or service industries. 

The Shire also owns 18 hectares north of High Street west of the Highway. This area is partly 
used for open space from the creekline, but also provides a suitable area for mining 
accommodation. The land is slightly separated from the normal residential areas thus 
providing a buffer from the impact of the mining accommodation's irregular hours. 

Key considerations 
• Securing adequate land for urban uses including residential, commercial, public 

purposes and recreational uses. 
• Securing adequate land for light and general industrial uses subject to further 

planning studies to confirm land suitability for industrial development. 
• Ensuring that essential services are adequate to service potential new growth areas. 
• Providing for a variety of lifestyles from small properties to larger 'lifestyle' blocks. 
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Ensuring all age groups are catered for in the provision of services and amenities. 

Ensuring that Meekatharra remains an attractive place to settle. 
• The protection of development from flooding. 
• Maintaining safety of all major transport routes and modes. 

OVERALL LAND SUPPLY AND INFRASTRUCTURE OBJECTIVE 

To provide serviced land and facilities for a range of diverse activities in and 
around Meekatharra. 

5.6.1 To ensure adequate water 
supply for the creation of new lots 
and new developments such as 
mining campsites and industrial 

5.6.2 To ensure adequate power 
supply for the creation of new lots 
and new developments such as 
mining campsites and industrial 
uses. 

5.6.3 To provide a diverse range of 
lifestyles and dwelling types within the 
region to cater for different 
demographics. 

5.6.4 To provide for adequate land for 
both commercial and retail 
development in a consolidated central 
area. 

(a) Consultation with the Water Corporation and the 
Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation, will aid in the determination as to the 
capacity of the existing water services and the 
potential for future upgrades or expansions 

(b) Conduct research as to the potential 
upgrade of existing water services to supply 

(a) Consult with Horizon Power to ensure the 
existing power supply system has the capacity 
for any future upgrades or expansions. 

(b) Undertake research to assess the potential 
upgrade or expansion requirements. 

(a) Examine the potential for off-site effluent 
systems to cater for a greater variety of 
residential densities in Meekatharra townsite. 

(b) Research the demand from the range of 
demographics within the region, to ensure dwelling 
options cater to the appropriate groups. 

(a) Zone land for commercial/retail purposes 
around the town centre. 

5.6.STo provide public uses including parks, (a) Designate land in the Scheme for the provision of 
l_ecreation and civic an<!,.cultur�ses. ______ civic and cultural uses in a central accessible area. _________ 

t-.::. 
- -

5.6.6To provide for a range of general, 
light and service industries. 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd 

(b) Provide adequate resources to ensure these 
uses are developed to a high standard and 
maintained appropriately. 

(c) Upgrade and improve the existing walk trail 
through the town and seek to enhance and extend 
to trail to include other town features of interest. 

(a) Undertake further planning studies to confirm 
land suitability of the 'Future Industrial Land -
Investigation Area'. Prepare a structure plan 
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5.6.7To ensure land for new 
development is appropriately serviced 
with sealed roads and drainage 
infrastructure. 

5.6.8 Form partnerships with relevant 
community groups and public housing 
providers for the provision of aged care 
or universal housing. 

5.6.9 Encourage the provision of shade 
in the main street with verandas and 
planting of trees. 

5.6.10 Ensure the protection of water 
supply in the wellfields. 

5.6.11 Establish new water sources to 
service the potential expansion of the 
population. 

5.6.12 Protect identified waterways or 
creeks and avoid development in areas 
known to be flood prone. 

PLANWEST (WA) Pty Ltd 

(b) Relocate the Council depot to the new 
general industrial estate. 

(c) Promote the conversion of the existing industrial 
area in Meekatharra townsite for service and light 
industries once the new general industrial lots 
become available. 

@}_Require new lots to be provided with 
essential services

L ___________________ _ 

�(b) Require all structure planning 
subdivision and development that may 
impact the efficiency and/or safety of the 
road network to be submitted in 
accordance with the WA Planning 
Commission's Transport Impact 
Assessment Guidelines. 

(a) Form partnerships with the Department of 
Housing to help fund the development of 
affordable housing. 

(b) Potential to form partnerships with private 
agencies to help fund affordable housing. 

(a) Prepare a Local Planning Policy, which includes 
design guidelines requiring all new buildings to 
install verandas. 

(b) Encourage the planting of trees on verges to 
provide shade along the street and increase amenity 
of the area through the improvement of 
streetscapes. 

- Formatted: Font color: Auto 
.. -

-

Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.05 cm, No bullets or 
numbering 
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Commented [BH28]: Modification recommended to 
deal with MRWA submission regarding use of traffic 
assessments. Shire's proposed wording has been 
modified to state correct guidelines and capture intent. 

(la) Designate Priority 1 areas in a Special Control 
Area of the Scheme.[_ ____________________________ - Commented [BH29]: Review this depending on 

scheme boundary discussion. Recommend deleting this 
or modifying the wording to ensure priority 1 catchment 
areas are protected long term from incompatible land 
use and development. 

(b) Use appropriate infrastructure to 
ensure contamination of bores is 
minimised. 

(c) On-going monitoring quality of bores to ensure 
there is no contamination. 

(a) Request the Water Corporation and the 
Department of Water to improve the capacity of the 
existing water services through upgrades or 
expansions. 

(a) Compile a map indicating flood prone areas 
within the town and make this information available 
to the public. 

(b) Protect waterways through the utilisation of 
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infrastructure such as 
walkways and fencing, 
which allow visitors to 
access sites with 
minimal impact. 

PLANWEST (WA) Pty Ltd 

(c) Provide signs and information as to the 
conservation of waterways and why it is important 
for the environment. 

(d) Acknowledge Paddy's Flat (east end of 
Mcleary Street) development in Scheme, but set 
aside flood 

rone area. 
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5.6.13 Support improvements to the 
Goldfields Highway and other main 
roads to improve safety for users. 

(a) In consultation with Main Roads WA, update and 
undertake appropriate road planning to ensure safety 
for users. 

5.7 CULTURAL AND HERITAGE PROTECTION 

Places of historic and cultural significance are identified and recorded in the Council's 
Municipal Inventory and are then afforded the protection outlined in the Scheme. However 
there are many places that still retain the footprint of their previous glory, albeit only 
foundations in many cases. As outlined in the background information and analysis many of 
these areas are in some of the abandoned townsites. 

OVERALL CULTURAL AND HERITAGE OBJECTIVE 
- To ensure that historic and culturally significant places or objects are 

identified, assessed and protected for the benefit of existing and future 
generations. 

m To ensure ttr.rnmrn1st'Mie1ffle 
heritage valued buildings and places in 
the Shire are identified and preserved. 

5.7.2 To ensure the appropriate level 
of protection for areas identified as 
being of heritage significance. 

nsure that the Shires Municipal Heritage --­
Inventory is constantly reviewed and updated to 
present the values of the community� ___________________ _ 

.(Q}_Follow the Surra Charter principles of 
preservation, conservation or in reconstructing 
damaged parts of a heritage building. 

@}_Follow the Municipal Inventory principles that 
identify the level of protection necessary to conserve 
and protect heritage sites. 

.(Q}_Appropriately assess heritage sites to determine 
the appropriate level of protection. 

5.7.2To encourage the incorporation of local___ill} Encourage local artists to share their works 
with the culture and art in the design of new community through the displaying and selling of 
local developments throughout the town. art . 

5.7.3 To record and present historic 
and heritage information for the 
benefit of tourists and the stimulation 
of better 
understandin of Meekatharra's ast. 

PLANWEST (WA) Ply Ltd 

.(Q}_Provide guidelines for local artists to contribute to 
the design of new developments. 

{9._Hold community workshops to help identify what 
the citizens believe represent Meekatharra. 
Incorporate these representations into the design of 
new developments to contribute to creating a 
'unique sense of place.' 

@}_Convey information about heritage buildings on 
plaques to educate tourists and keep the history of 
the town alive. 

Page 23 Shire of Meekatharra 
Local Planning Strategy 

Commented [BH30]: Update Action - to prepare and 
adopt a heritage list to protect historic places identified 
on the Ml? 

Agenda for Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting to be held on Saturday 19 August 2023 Page 102 of 130



5.7.4 Ensure that new developments 
built next to heritage sites are built to a 
standard sympathetic to the existing 
development. 

6. STRATEGY MAPS

6.1 SHIRE STRATEGY MAP 

.(Ql_Assemble historic artefacts, photographs and 
information regarding heritage sites in the Shire with 
a view of establishing a collection or museum. 

@)_Prepare a Local Planning Policy, outlining 
design guidelines that new buildings must meet, to 
ensure the design is sympathetic to existing 
development. 

.(Ql_Refer to the Surra Charter when building a new 
development next to an existing heritage building. 

The Shire Strategy Map (Figure 3) provides a distribution of the Crown Reserves, water 
bodies (mostly salt lakes), areas of Aboriginal interest, recorded rare flora and threatened 
ecological communities, townsites, major transport routes, mineral resources and runways. 

Although the mining tenements are scattered across the whole Shire the majority of mines 
are located centrally, or around Meekatharra townsite. The majority are related to gold 
including alluvial, dollied, tailings or just gold ore. This information is indicative only as it 
changes daily. 

The Figure shows that the majority of the Shire is either Crown land or Crown Reserves 
(shown pink and green respectively). The uncoloured areas are either freehold or leasehold. 

The centrally located green area is Collier Range National Park and will be designated as 
'Conservation' in the Strategy and Ssheme. The other area in the north eastnorth-east corner 
of the Shire is an Aboriginal Reserve and is afforded the same designation. 

The pattern of stock routes criss-crossing the district can be appreciated from the Figure, as 
can the major water body areas all directed westwards to the coast. 

Airstrips of varying sizes and qualities are distributed round the Shire to provide transport to 
some of the more remote areas where road movements are challenging and time­
consuming. 

The overall strategy for the district is to encourage both mining and pastoral activities to 
ensure a sound economic future for the Shire. 
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FIGURE 3 - SHIRE STRATEGY MAP 
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6.2 MEEKATHARRA TOWNSITE STRATEGY MAP 
The Meekatharra Townsite Strategy Map (Figure 4) shows the compact nature of the 
townsite. Although there are still vacant properties spread around the town many of them are 
government owned and not readily available for sale. The strategy does not seek to change 
too much in the existing townsite however does seek to transform the existing industrial area 
in Oliver Street into a light industrial area by creating a new general industrial area north of 
the town. This is discussed further around the Broader Townsite Figure. 

62.1 CONSTRAINTS 

Figure 4 provides the extent of the constraints on land within the townsite boundary. Some 
of the existing open cut mines surrounding the town are shown with a nominal 100 metre 
buffer to each pit edge. 

Other constraints include the nominal buffers to other features like the sewerage ponds, the 
power station, and potentially the general industrial area. The buffer to the existing rubbish 
tip and rifle range are better shown on the broader townsite strategy map. 

Another main constraint is the system of creeklines around the urban area. Although the 
district gets little annual rainfall a downfall can quickly fill creeklines as the dry soils cannot 
readily absorb rain. This runoff makes flooding of the creeklines a reality and, as such, these 
areas should be avoided where possible in the consideration of new development. Now that 
0.5m contours have been generated the preparation of flood mapping may be a priority. 

622 PROPOSALS 

Although a buffer, or setback, would normally be required by the Department of � J 
Mines, Industry Regulation and SafetJ and Petroleum_ from open_ pit mines and other __________ - -( Commented [BH31J: Administrative mod 
workings these have not been applied as these areas are surrounded by either 'Parks' or 
'Common' Crown Reserves. 

Other land within the townsite, not already designated for urban uses and affected by the 
buffers, is designated as 'Rural' reflecting the current uses and buffers to those uses. 

No heavy haulage route has been shown on the strategy map. The Council is aware that 
heavy vehicle traffic will inevitably increase over time, and that the impact of this traffic is 
likely to affect the amenity of the main street with risk, noise, dust and vibration. 

Whilst the Council is aware of the need to maintain the safety of people in the town centre, it 
is also keen to maintain the level of activity flowing through the main street. Modifications to 
the Revitalisation Plan may be required to extend the central median refuge southwards on 
the highway to assist people crossing the main street. 

The establishment of a new general industrial estate north of the town will provide 
opportunities for regional depots and infrastructure to establish in a central location. The 
intersection of the two highways and the prospectivity of the district provide an ideal location 
for a major regional industrial estate catering for large road trains and other heavy haulage 
vehicles. The design and configuration of the estate will need to properly cater for the 
manoeuvring and storage of these large, and long, vehicles, and the storage of large and 
varied materials and equipment. 

Once the new general industrial estate is established the existing industrial area in Oliver 
Street can be designated as a light and service industrial area. This includes the area of 
the Council depot. Some of these uses would be better located in a new general industrial 
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estate. The only uses to be allowed -in the townsite industrial area are light and service 
industries that have no impacts on the surrounding sensitive uses. 

rrhe triangular area between Great Northern Highway, the existing Goldfield Highway and the 
proposed realignment of the Goldfields Highway is shown as light industrial. This 
designation creates a transition from the proposed general industrial estate and the townsite 
urban uses. Sensitive uses will not occur in this light industrial areal ___________________ -..- ___ -

The Council-owned land on the north side of High Street, west of the highway, is more than 
adequate to cater for additional mining camp facilities. The location of these sites in the 
townsite should be encouraged and supported as it provides financial spin-offs for local 
businesses. These types of facilities should be slightly separated from other residential areas 
unless the proponents can satisfy the Council that the irregular hours of operation will not 
unduly impact the amenity of the existing residential areas. 

The undeveloped caravan park site on Gascoyne Junction Road is significantly restricted 
due to the open pit buffer, ownership and creeklines traversing the site. As a result the site 
has been reduced in size to just include the privately owned portion of the site. 
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FIGURE 4- MEEKATHARRA TOWNSITE STRATEGY MAP 
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6.3 BROADER MEEKATHARRA TOWNSITE STRATEGY MAP 
Figure 5 shows areas just beyond the townsite demonstrating the relationship of various 
proposals and buffers near the townsite. 

This Strategy Map has been included due to the mapping of land considered potential for a 
future general industrial area to service Meekatharra. The area shown is extensive and 
includes large areas that may not be required for several years. 

There is no intention to indicate that the area shown (222 hectares) needs to be developed in 
a single stage. Research into the potential demand for various lot sizes, and the subsequent 
take-up rate will guide future stages. 

The district around Meekatharra has been determined as being rich in several minerals and 
has the potential to create a significant demand for general industrial land. 

The existing rubbish tip and rifle range are located northwest of the town and are 
surrounded by Crown Reserves for 'Parks' and 'Commons'. As a result no buffer areas are 
required. 

The existing wastewater ponds located northwest of the hospital only deals with waste 
water rather than solids and as such only has a 300 metre buffer shown. Providing deep 
sewerage to the town in the longer term may be prohibitively expensive due to the hard 
nature of the ground in Meekatharra. The existing wastewater ponds currently only service 
the hospital, school and several commercial buildings in the main street. 

About 9 kilometres northeast of the townsite, and beyond the areas shown in the figures, is 
the Priority 1 area for protection of the town's water supply bores. This area will ee insluEleEl 

in a Special Control Area of the Ssheme. 
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FIGURE 5-BROADER MEEKATHARRA TOWNSITE STRATEGY MAP 
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7. IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING & REVIEW

7.1 IMPLEMENTATION 

This Local Planning Strategy has established a land use framework for the next 10-15 years 
for the Shire of Meekatharra. The Strategy has been prepared through an analysis of known 
social, economic and environmental issues and considerations affecting the local community 
at this time, and those likely to have an impact in the future. 

To a large extent the outcomes of the strategy will be implemented through the prepamtion 
efpreparation of the Shire of Meekatharra Local Planning Scheme. The preparation of the 
Local Planning Scheme concurrent with this Local Planning Strategy will support the 
implementation of -many of the proposed strategies and actions within a short timeframe. 

The Scheme was prepared in June 2003 and conformed to the model scheme text at that 
time. 

There are however, strategies and actions recommended within this document whose 
implementation is in part the responsibility of State agencies and other organisations, or the 
responsibility of the Shire of Meekatharra through separate planning frameworks such as 
Local Planning Policies. 

The analysis of the key issues and considerations included in this Strategy will raise 
awareness of key stakeholders of the possible scenarios facing the Shire into the future. 
Inclusion of the strategies and actions send a message about the priorities attributed to 
particular projects by the Shire and the community more generally, and their importance to 
the Shire of Meekatharra. 

It will be important for all government agencies and key stakeholders to work collaboratively 
into the future to realise the key aspirations of the community as detailed in the Shire's 
Economic Development Strategy 2014 and as highlighted in this Strategy. The Shire should 
actively seek opportunities for these projects to be appropriately resourced by responsible 
organisations and through Commonwealth and State grant funding. 

7 .2 MONITORING AND REVIEW 

Whilst the Meekatharra Local Planning Strategy is designed to provide a vision for the 
potential land use and development within the Shire over the next 10 to 15 years, it is 
inevitable that given this time-frame the land use issues and pressures affecting the Shire will 
evolve and change over time. In addition to having an adopted Strategy that provides a level 
of certainty to both State and local authorities and the community, it is equally important to 
establish a time frame for the regular review of the Strategy. 

It is recommended that an audit of the Strategy be undertaken every five years, preferably in 
conjunction with any review of the Local Planning Scheme, unless the Shire or the WA 
Planning Commission considers an earlier review appropriate. A review of the strategy 
should be undertaken in ten years. 

The audit would assess the performance of the strategy in relation to the objectives that have 
been achieved at each audit stage - acknowledging that many objectives are on-going. 

The review of the Meekatharra Local Planning Strategy should follow the formal procedure 
as outlined in the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 
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ADVERTISING 

The Shire of Meekatharra Local Planning Strategy certified for advertising on 
...................................... 201 .... 

Signed for and on behalf of the Western Australian Planning Commission. 

an o,f1ce, o, the Commlss,011 duiy au1i101,sed by the Commission 
(pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2005) 

Date ___________ _ 

ADOPTION 

The Shire of Meekatharra hereby adopts the Local Planning Strategy, at the Ordinary 
meeting of the Council held on the day of 201 . 

SHIRE PRESIDEN I 

CHIEF EXECU I IVE OFFICER 

ENDORSEMENT 

Endorsed by the Western Australian Planning Commission on 

a1J 01dce1 01 tne Co111111issio11 ou;y autnoJiseo by the Commission 

(pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2005) 

Date 
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Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Closed road - review classification, recommend public open space. 

bhongell
Sticky Note
Add R10/30 label

bhongell
Sticky Note
Why Special Use zone for Road house? Do the current uses reflect this development? 

Recommend retaining as Commercial and making this an A use in the zone. 

bhongell
Sticky Note
This development appears to fall under the service station use. Recommend rezoning to commercial as this use is a P use.  Retaining as Industrial not appropriate given location to sensitive land uses. 

bhongell
Sticky Note
Look at incorporating additional use in the SU zone for sale of fuel & Workforce accommodation? 

bhongell
Sticky Note
 Reflect as Education reserve

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Enquiry from Landowner in March 22 looking to rezone special use - motel as part of adjacent motel site. Look at rezoning as Commercial zone as motel is a  'D' use ? 

bhongell
Highlight

bhongell
Sticky Note
Review recoding from R10/30 to R10/50. 
Constrained by no retic sewer. Retain as R10/30 or R10

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Insert Residential aged care facility into scheme and make permissible in residential zone

bhongell
Sticky Note
Remove - just discuss in Strategy

bhongell
Sticky Note
Remove - same as WWTP

bhongell
Sticky Note
Adjust - follow cadastre. Unless there is a specific purpose ? 

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Workforce accommodation is supported in Commercial and Residential zone. Purpose of special use zone? Any relevant conditions? 

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Currently residential - single house. 

Reason for commercial.
Recommend retaining as residential 

bhongell
Sticky Note
Remove special use zone and retain as public purposes as it is not a place of worship as noted but land managed by water corp

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Crown reserve 13515 vested to Aboriginal Lands Trust - LUM have advised to retain as Civic and Community as appropriate reserve classification. 


bhongell
Sticky Note
Place of Worship 

A use in resi 

Or 

Additional use in Resi 

bhongell
Sticky Note
Retain as Just public purposes

bhongell
Sticky Note
Rezone this reserve from Public purposes to Infrastructure services 

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Aboriginal Lands Trust - crown land 

Remove from townsite boundary or reclassify as civic and community reserve.

bhongell
Polygonal Line

bhongell
Sticky Note
Recommend rezoning to Rural until further investigation is carried out. 

bhongell
Sticky Note
There does not appear to be any further planning for the upgrades to Goldfields Hwy and GNH. Recommend amending the cadastre and classification to rural  to reflect on ground arrangement 

bhongell
Sticky Note
Make primary distributor

bhongell
Sticky Note
Change from local to primary distributor

bhongell
Sticky Note
Police - crown land. Reserve as Public Purposes

bhongell
Sticky Note
Reflect as Medical services reserve

bhongell
Rectangle

bhongell
Sticky Note
Update legend 
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Attachment 2: Lloyds Plaza draft sign for Great Northern Highway 
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8. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF
THE MEETING

9. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

10. CLOSURE OF MEETING
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