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MINUTES 
 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 

  The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 2.00pm. 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should 
only rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within 
fourteen (14) days of this Meeting 
 
The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Members 
Cr TR Hutchinson  (Shire President) 
Cr NL Trenfield   (Deputy Shire President) 
Cr AG Burrows 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
Cr HJ Nichols 
Cr RK Howden 
Cr PS Clancy 
    
Staff 
Roy McClymont   Chief Executive Officer  
Cameron Watson  Corporate/Development Service Officer 
 
Apologies 
Nil  
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Rachel Hucks   Administration Assistant   2.07 – 3.00pm 
 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Nil 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2009 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield   
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, November 21, 
2009 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 7/0 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD NOVEMBER 11, 2009 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield   
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting 
held Thursday, November 11, 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 7/0 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 

Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
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9    REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2009 
 
Works and Services Report November 2009 
 
Landor Road 
 
Gravel samples have been tested and meet MRWA standards for the construction of 
sealed roads. 
Roadway alignments over 10kms and finished seal levels over 5 klms have been 
established (as at 7/12) and by date of meeting levels to at least 7klm.  
Construction and sealing of the first kilometer from the end of the existing seal to 
the first cattle grid has been completed. 
Construction of the two kilometer section from this cattle grid to the first floodway 
has been completed and sealing is scheduled for Friday 11th December 2009. 
Subbase and Basecourse formation over a further 2 kilometer section is in progress. 
This section will not be prepared for sealing due the Christmas shutdown as traffic 
over it during this period and into February would damage the surface requiring a 
rework.  
Construction commenced on the 5th of November and at the present rate of 
production completion could take another thirty working weeks. This time plus the 
three weeks shutdown could take the completion date into July/August of next year.  
(This is the worst case scenario).  Productivity has however been greatly hampered 
by plant breakdowns, absenteeism and in some cases a lack of competent, motivated 
operators.  Staff will continue to do their best to address these problems, however 
attracting quality plant operators to Meekatharra is proving to be extremely 
difficult. 
 
Town Footpaths 
 
The concrete pads for the culverts in Hill and McCleary has been poured and the 
culverts installed. Footpath construction is in progress and should be completed 
prior to the Council meeting. The completion of this work completes this years 
footpath construction schedule. 
  
Town Streets – Seals & Reseals. 
 
Road widening, seals and reseals as per the programme have been completed save 
for the widening and seal of the western side of Marmont Street. This will be done 
in the new year. 
 
Airport - Reseals 
 
Completed. 
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Maintenance Grading. 
 
The grader is currently completing the Tangadee road.  The Maintenance operator is 
currently assisting with Landor Road in the absence of the Leading Hand (approx 
1week).  The aim is to skip grade Sandstone Road before the Xmas break. 
 
Town Crew. 
 
Monthly Report Finishing 3 December 2009 
 
Graffiti and broken bottles on roads are still a problem. Graffiti has been removed 
from the bins, rocks and signs on the lookout trail. Town signs and roadways were 
also subject to graffiti. Graffiti in laneways is being painted over. 
 
The maintenance of town streets is continuing with scheduled sweeping to stop 
build up in gutters. Spoil from the sweeper has been removed. Rubbish has been 
removed from vacant town blocks and verges and laneways are having weeds 
removed. 
 
Dry vegetation has been removed from under the trail walkway bridges. 
 
The Public Toilets were cleaned daily on work days 
 
Town staff assisted in the Bitumen work program. 
  
Assistance has been given to the mechanic in the repair of plant. 
 
Mechanics Report 
 
P407  New Nissan Prime Mover 
 
Problems had been experienced with the Add-Blue system on this truck. Truck 
Centre, the state distributor, informed that the unit was not covered by warranty as 
the truck had not broken down/stopped. It was sent to Perth for repairs. The cause of 
the problem was found to be dust contamination of the Add-Blue. The unit has been 
serviced at a cost of over $2,000.00 and consequently because of the contamination 
would not; in any case, have been covered by warranty. 
(WSM Comment) I have instructed both Fossil and John to strictly monitor the 
addition of the Add-Blue directly into the tank or from the drum into a container 
and then into the tank so that the problem does not reoccur. 
 
P102  Traxcavator 
 
The traxcavator has had the right hand track frame straightened & new idler frame 
& new track adjuster piston replaced. 
 
P362  Tanker Trailer  
 
The hydraulic problems experienced with the spray unit have been rectified by 
myself & Norm Trenfield. 
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P86  CAT Scraper 
 
A New radiator has been fitted and the machine is now in good condition. 
 
 
P354  Nissan Prime Mover 
 
A broken selector fork has required the replacement of the “Power Take Off”. 
 
P108  12H Grader 
 
Excessive internal rust necessitated the replacement of the Air Conditioner 
compressor. Machine is currently in good order. 
 
P309  Airport Road Sweeper. 
  
This machine has been overheating for some time. The radiator was sent to 
Geraldton to have the core unblocked only to find that it is severely corroded and 
has too be replaced. 
 
P348  950 CAT Loader 
 
The alternator has been replaced. The machine is in good working condition. 
 
P358  12H CAT Grader 
 
The Air Conditioning System has been repaired. Badly blocked condenser.  The 
machine is in good working condition. 
 
P109  Nissan Prime Mover 
 
Electrical wiring to the rear lights repaired. 
 
P114  D6N Dozer 
 
Air Conditioning System repaired. The machine is in good working condition. . 
 
P325  CAT Roller 
 
Batteries replaced.  Electrical wiring to the Air Conditioner and the unit itself has 
been repaired. 
 
P356  Multi Roller 
 
Repairs undertaken to the Air conditioner and electrical wiring to the Starter Motor 
and Alternator.  
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P387  Nissan Prime Mover 
 
Power steering Hydraulic lines replaced. 
 
P316  Low Loader 
 
New timber decking installed 
 
P  New Side Tipper 
 Unit has been collected from Howard Porter. 
 
All other plant & equipment in good condition & running well. 
 
 
 
Alan Haslett 
Works and Services Manager 
Tuesday 8th December 2009. 

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the Works and Services Managers report for November 2009 be received. 
 
         CARRIED 7/0 
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2009 
 

MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
Monthly Report 
November 2009 

 
 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Once again, fuel sales continued to decline during November equaling the worst 
November prior to 2004.  Jet sales continued the downward trend after we thought 
things had reached a plateau.  There was a loss of a regular Skippers service to Shay 
Gap  twice per week in a Brazilia which took fuel each way almost every week.  
There are now no regular scheduled flights north which are dropping in for fuel.  
We are limited to Skippers RPT’s and they have been very irregular users over the 
past 3 months.  Jet A1 drum sales for the month were strong due to survey 
companies working through the region and utilizing our facilities to refuel drums. 
Mining surveying through the region looks to continue in the near future. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between November 2008 and November  
2009 whilst the next table show the comparative year to date figures. 
 
    November 2008 November 2009 Variance 
    
General Aircraft Landed: 116   119       2.58%
   
Avgas                                      14,566  ltrs  14,950 ltrs      2.63% 
Jet A1                                       47,338  ltrs          37,694 ltrs  -20.37% 
 
Total Fuel Sold  61,904 ltrs  52,644  ltrs  -14.95%
  
 
     
     YTD 2008  YTD 2009  
 Variance 
Aircraft Landed:  1,950     1,528   -21.64% 
Avgas     280,099  205,423  -26.66% 
Jet A1    754,761  440,654  41.61% 
 
Total Fuel Sold:  1,034,860  646,077  -37.56% 
 
 
AirBP annual visit and audit is due during late November and I would imagine the 
decline in fuel volumes will be discussed. 
 
 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service has based a second PC12 aircraft in Meekatharra 
and it is expected that RFDS traffic will increase considerably. The RFDS is 
currently the highest volume user of the Meekatharra Aerodrome.  
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Aerodrome Works: 
 
Aerodrome works for the month include: 
 

 General maintenance upkeep of facilities and equipment.. 
 Replacement of faulty runway light mountings 
 Organising and issuing the Method of Works Plan for the upcoming works project. 
 Asbestos replacement program completed on sheds etc in the workshop compound. 
 Resealing of taxiway and runway shoulders carried out on weekend of 22nd & 23rd 

November. 
 Annual Aerodrome Technical Inspection undertaken during weekend of 22nd & 23rd 

November. 
 Repainting of Taxiway & Apron markings after reseal works undertaken 23rd of 

November. 
 
 
Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

 Replacement of out of date runway lights. 
 Repaint all runway markings. 
 Finalisation of the fire service system. 

 
Aerodrome Security: 

 The Transport Security Plan has just been revised by our consultant and a security 
meeting will be scheduled later this month or early next month to discuss and 
approve the new plan. 
The revision was due to the current plan being in operation for 5 years and had to 
be revised under a different format and include a updated risk register. 
 
Mike Cuthbertson 
Aerodrome Reporing Officer 
11th December 2009 
 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister  
 
That the Airport Managers report for November 2009 be received. 

 
           CARRIED 7/0 
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 9.1.3 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – NOVEMBER 2009 
 

Youth Centre November 09 
    

 On the 14th November, approximately 60 young people aged 10-17 years dressed 
up to attend the annual Youth Ball. Every kid looked pretty or handsome and had a 
good time. 
Most kids were more than happy to show off their dancing skills, which was very 
entertaining. Those who didn’t dance were happy to be entertained.  
The time and work involved in organising the event is worth doing when all the kids 
turn up looking good and ready to party, and it would not have happened without 
the help of parents and community members. 
 
A Youth Advisory Council (YAC) has been formed, which is a committee, made up 
of youth aged 12-25 years. The role of this group is to be the voice for all young 
people within our community, to all adult organisations and service providers.  We 
meet and discuss issues that the YAC see as problems within their community and 
then decide who they need to contact to help sort them out.  
These are some of the issues that the youth have decided to target and which we 
hope to get help from you to sort out. 
 
 Alcohol & other drugs: underage drinking  
                                                : anybody doing drugs (they’re illegal)  
 Gambling : Kids – money hole 
                             : Adults – cards 
 Violence : family  
                         : child abuse 
 Rubbish laying around town 
 Graffiti 
 Stealing : burglary 
 Poverty : no food at home 
 Kids on the street late at night 
 Peer pressure: being responsible for own actions  
 Vandalism 
 Truancy / School: parents need to be held accountable (fines???)  
 
We have invited the police to attend our next meeting 
 
Due to personal circumstances Elaine is unable to complete the November report. 
The information that she wants to report will be included in the Youth Centre 
Report for the next Council Meeting 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols  
 
That the Youth Centre report for November 2009 be received. 

CARRIED 7/0 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That a letter be sent to the Youth Advisory Committee congratulating them 
and inviting them to contact the council when required. 
 
 

CARRIED 7/0 
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9.1.4  RANGER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2009 
 

Details to report 
 
I attended Meekatharra on Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 November 2009. On this 
visit patrols were conducted of townsite and surrounding areas and license inquiries 
were made.  On this visit 15 unregistered dogs were seized and destroyed.  Their 
owners were unknown.  One cat was also destroyed. 
  
 

  

   
  Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution 
 
  Moved: Cr AG Burrows  
  Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield    
 
  That the Ranger’s report for November 2009 be received. 
 
 

CARRIED 7/0 
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 
 

Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are 
presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request 
Minister for Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has 
no objections to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 
3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water 
Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine 
Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS/ 
CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 

 
Complete 
In progress 
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objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request 
CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be 
interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on 
Lot 922. 

Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 
have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure 
that Council and community groups who store items on the 
reserves can continue to do so with unrestricted access and 
also to ensure that Council secures the necessary access for 
the Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised 
lease be presented to Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. 
The works could be done by our own staff or could be 
subcontracted out.  

CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew.  will be completed with other 
Capital works in 2008-09 
 
Plant & Expertise Required – Sub 
Contract with Townsite Works 
2008/09  
 
March – April WSM 
 

 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply 
has been received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Regional Development 

Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are unable 
to be answered at this stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 
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15/03/08 10.1.1 Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 

Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

CEO/WSM CEO to discuss details of this 
proposal with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 
writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

Pending 

      
17/05/08 9.6.1 Judal- Mileura rd section 

Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Preferred link 
Between the shires 

CEO/ WSM Mr Walsh be advised of this decision 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

Complete 
19.05.08 
In process 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic with 

calico and charge for the calico bags. 
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers 
Commence project 

23/06/08 
In Process 

      
19/07/08 9.4.1 Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-painting 

the tanks 
CDAO Enquiries to the water corp in regard 

repainting the welcome sign and 
clearing under growth. 
Painting a welcome sign on the south 
tank. 

In Progress 

 
15/11/08 
 

 
9.5.1 

 
Staff Housing/buildings 
Renovate Lot 86 & 87 Main St 
Engage suitable person to produce plans & specis for 

 Swimming Pool Roof 
 Lot 208 Hill St 
 Lots 86 & 87 Main Street 

 

 
CDSM 

 
Engage consultant 
Meeting to be held onsite – 11/02/09 

 
In Progress 

 
19/12/08 
 

 
10.1 

 
Move Notice Boards from front of Lloyds 

 
CEO 

 
Discuss possible new location with 
owner of Farmer Jacks 
 

 
In Progress 
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20/06/09 

 
9.2.6 

 
Outstanding Rates 
Commence proceedings to sell properties by auction. 
Write off rates on 243/4 Darlot St 

 
 
Rates 
Rates 
 

 
 
Commence proceedings 
Write off rates 

 
 
In progress 
Complete 

 
19/09/09 

 
9.5.1 

 
Town Planning Scheme No 3 and Proposed Amendment No 
2 

 
PO 

 
Town planning consultant has been 
requested to action this amendment 
 

 
In Progress  

 
19/09/09 

 
10.1.1 

 
Finalisation of lots 205 & 207 Hill Street 

 
CDSM 

 
Project Officer obtaining quotes & 
issuing orders for works. 

 
In progress 

 
17/10/09 

 
9.3.1 
 

 
Road Condition Signs 

 
PO 

 
1 quote received to date. 
Signs ordered 8/12/09 

 
In Progress 

 
17/10/09 

 
9.3.2 

 
Meekatharra Swimming Pool Management 

 
CDSM 

 
Contract awarded 
Contract being drawn up 

 
Complete 

 
17/10/09 

 
9.3.3 
 

 
Cornish Lift 

 
PO 

 
Quote received from Cr Trenfield.  
Agenda Item 9.3.4 November 21st 
Meeting 

 
In Progress  

 
17/10/09 

 
9.3.4 
 

 
Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program 

 
PO 

 
Grant application complete 
BBQ’s & Solar lights to be purchased. 

 
Complete  

 
17/10/09 

 
9.6.1 

 
WSM Vehicle Changeover  

 
WSM/PO 

 
Quotes received by closing date 
13/11/09 Order to be placed 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
1.3-
1.11 

 
Elections and Appointments to Committees – Update List and 
Distribute to all Cr’s and staff  

 
AA 

 
List updated and distributed 27/11/09 
 

 
Complete 
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21/11/09 

 
1.3-
1.11 
 

 
Elections and Appointments to Committees  

 
CEO 

 
Advised WALGA of President & 
Deputy and MRVC of Delegates, 
Advertised Bush Fire Act, Report on 
Notice Board 23/11/09  

 
Complete  

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.1 
 

 
Review of Council’s Code of Conduct 

 
PO 

 
AA updated 9/12/09 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.2 
 

 
Review of Council’s Policy Manual 

 
PO 

 
AA started updating 9/12/09 

 
In Progress  

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.3 
 

 
Review of Council’s Delegation Register 

 
PO 

 
AA updated 9/12/09 

 
Complete  

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.4 
 
 

 
Cornish Lift 

 
PO 

 
Quote approved 23/11/09. Letter of 
advise and order sent 23/11/09 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
9.5.1 

 
Demolition of Dwelling 

 
CDSM 

 
Letter sent 13/11/09 
 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
9.6.1 

 
Tenders – Grader and Smooth Drum Vibrating Roller 
Replacement  

 
PO 

 
Letter sent / orders made. Westrac 
advised 24/11/09. 

 
Complete  

 
21/11/09 

 
10.1.1 

 
Meekatharra Race Course Water Supply 

 
CEO 

 
Letter sent 23/11/09 

 
Complete  

 
21/11/09 

 
10.1.2 
 

 
Proposed Lease over portion reserve 9469 (Curley Camp) 

 
CDSM 

 
Item to go to December meeting  

 
Complete 
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21/11/09 

 
9.1.1 

 
Correct Suggested Design Faults with Water Cart Hydraulics 
Systems 

 
CEO 

 
Spoke to Fossil, Alan and Norm. 
Order written 24/11/09 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
10.1.4 

 
PMI – Dragging Tyre 

 
CEO 

 
Emailed 26/11/09 

 
Complete 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

 
CARRIED 7/0 
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED NOVEMBER 30, 2009 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  

 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy  
 
That the financial report for the period ending November 30, 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 7/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 

COUNCIL 
 
 
Actions taken under Delegation 5 – Power to Waive or Write off Debts requiring notification to 
Council in November 2009 where: 
 
The following amounts were waived: 
 

Debtor Name Date Amount Reason for Write Off 
Catholic Church 20/11/09 27.5 Daily fee for Trading in Public 

Places was waived by CEO -
Roy McClymont  
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR:  LAUREN HOWDEN 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded:  Cr HJ Nichols  
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 
November 30, 2009. 
 
        CARRIED 7/0
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED NOVEMBER 2009 
 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR:  LAUREN HOWDEN 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $ 483,432.12 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $      0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $           0.00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield  
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy  
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 
         
        CARRIED 7/0 
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 9.2.4 WRITE OFF OF DEBTOR AMOUNTS 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  NIL 

FILE REFERENCE   ADM0153 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   20 NOVEMBER 2009 
 
AUTHOR     LAUREN HOWDEN 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR 
 
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
This report recommends the write off of certain uncollectable debtor amounts. 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
Over time, debtor amounts are raised that, for one reason or another, are not able 
to be collected and need to be written off. 
 
Comment: 
Following is a list of debtor amounts that need to be written off. 
 

Dr 
Code 

 
Debtor Name 

 
Date 

 
Invoice No: 

 
Amount 

 
Reason for Write Off 

M104 Wayne Moore 08/04/2008 13095 $  11.00 These amounts relate to lost or 
damaged books. 
Subsequent attempts to track 
down Mr Moore for payment 
have failed. 

M104 Wayne Moore 16/05/2008 13236 $108.35 

     
 

Consultation: 
Lauren Howden – Debtors / Creditors Officer 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995, section 6.12 (1) (c) allows for the write off of any 
debt. 
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Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Council has had to reimburse this amount to the WA Library Services; however 
the overall amount is negligible. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That Council approves the write off of the above debtor amounts. 

 
      CARRIED 7/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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 9.2.5 BLACKSPOT PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS MAINSTREET 
MAINROADS REQUEST FOR REFUND 

 
LOCATION: Meekatharra 
APPLICANT: Mainroads  
FILE REF: ADM 204 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
In June this year Council resolved to cancel what remained of the Blackspot 
Pedestrian Improvement project.  Mainroads WA have requested that Council 
now return the initial 40% payment of $21,186.40. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of Mainroads letter 11/11/09 
 
Background: 
 
This project has spanned over seven years from its conception.  It has been 
subject to numerous changes and amendments and a gradual scaling down of the 
project scope.  A detailed history could be researched if required, however staff 
consider that the time spent doing any research would be somewhat 
unproductive. 
 
The most recent Council decision on this matter in June 2009 was: 
1. That the pedestrian crossing planned for Great Northern Highway 

outside the Swimming Pool (Drawing MEK-MAIN-005) be cancelled. 
2. That Main Roads WA be advised that Council will no longer require or 

be claiming the remaining Black Spot funding (Great Northern 
Highway – Pedestrian Improvements) of $30,678. 

3. That the High Street islands and line marking as per Drawing MEK-
MAIN-007 be undertaken when similar works are next undertaken in 
town and that this work be fully funded by Council. 

 
In December 2006 Council resolved: 
That Council: 
1. Decline to accept any of the Tenders received for the Main Street 

Blackspot Improvements and advise the tenderers of this decision. 
2. Restrict the Blackspot improvements to the installation of a suitable 

pedestrian island outside the swimming pool and on High Street outside 
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the Corner Store and any other works that are considered effective and 
beneficial by the Works Group. 

3. Acknowledge that there may be a reduction in the Blackspot Grant and 
contact Main Roads to clarify this and any other issues that may arise as a 
result of this decision. 

4. Consider the Connaughton Street/Great Northern Highway T junction 
works during next years budget deliberations 

 
Comment: 
As stated in the Mainroads letter; “there is no scope to cover costs expended on 
a project which is then withdrawn.” 
 
Clearly we have no option but to refund the funds already received, however as 
this constitutes a budget amendment for this financial year, a council resolution, 
by absolute majority is required. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
Financial Implications: 
A check of council’s financial records confirms that $23,305.04 ($21186.40 plus 
GST $2118.64) was deposited by Mainroads on 23/5/05 for Black Spot funding. 
 
Unbudgetted expense – budget amendment by absolute majority required. 
 
Adequate budgetary savings will be made in the road construction area to cover 
this additional expense. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council refund to Mainroads WA, Black Spot funds of twenty three 
thousand, three hundred and five dollars and four cents ($23,305.04 
including GST), received from Mainroads WA in May 2005.  Further that 
the 2009/2010 council budget be amended accordingly.  

 
 
      CARRIED 7/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.3  ADMINISTRATION 
 
9.3.1 RELOCATION MAIN STREET PARK DISPLAYS 

 
LOCATION: Cnr Savage and Main Street 
APPLICANT: Brian Trenfield (Rigby) 
FILE REF:  
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 10 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Background: 
There is an old locomotive and horse drawn grader located on the grassed park 
area outside the swimming pool.  Parks and Gardens Contractor, Brian Trenfield 
has suggested that these items be moved to the back of the new “Welcome Park” 
next to the public toilets. 
 
Comment: 
In their current location these items have tended to be vandalized and used to 
deposit rubbish.  Rigby has offered to undertake the relocation as part of his 
contract, using volunteers to assist where required.  The intended use or purpose 
of these items is unclear, however they are currently used by children for play.  
Rigby intends to refurbish (tidy up and repaint) the items once they are 
relocated.  If required, a concrete pad or other suitable base will be installed to 
properly house the items at Welcome Park. 
 
There is a possibility that moving the items will not remedy the current 
problems and vandalism.  Given the proposed new location will be screened 
from view and in a darker area, the problems being experienced could even get 
worse. 
 
Given that the items currently provide some form of amusement for local 
children, their removal could also increase vandalism in the vicinity. 
 
Perhaps Council could consider installing some sturdy playground equipment 
outside the swimming pool during next years budget deliberations? 
 
Consultation: 
Brian Trenfield 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD FRIDAY DECEMBER 18, 2009 
Page 74 

Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Minimal impact.   
Minor associated costs will be covered under this years maintenance budget. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr RK Howden 
Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Council approve the relocation of the old locomotive and grader from 
outside the swimming pool to the rear of “Welcome Park” and that Brian 
Trenfield be authorised to organise the relocation and refurbishment of the 
items as detailed above. 
 
Further, that Council consider installing some suitable playground 
equipment on the grassed area outside the swimming pool during next 
years budget deliberations. 

 
          CARRIED 7/0 
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9.3.2 PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 
 

LOCATION: District 
APPLICANT:  
FILE REF: ADM 324 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 10 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council may wish to consider reviewing its Plan for the Future as is required by 
regulation. 
 
Attachments: 
A copy of Council’s current Plan for the Future is in each Councillors 
documents file. 
 
Background: 
Council adopted its first Plan for the Future in June 2007.  The Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 require a council to “review its 
current plan for the future of its district every 2 years and may modify the plan, 
including extending the period the plan is made in respect of.” 
 
The following information and comment was provided to Council at the Feb 
2007 meeting.  This information is still very relevant and is therefore repeated 
for councillor’s information and to provide a background to the current plan. 
 
 
Background:  
In March 2006, Acting CEO, Peter Strugnell wrote a memo to Councillors 
advising of the requirement to develop a plan and requesting Councillors to 
forward an outline of what they believe should be included in the plan.  No 
responses have yet been received. 
 
At Council’s October meeting, Mr Len Calneggia gave a brief informal 
presentation to Council and asked how Council wished to go about seeking 
public participation as required under clause 19C of the Local Government 
Regulations (Administration). 
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Councillors present agreed to advertise seeking public input.  It was also agreed 
to have the plan cover the next four financial years 2007/08 to 2010/11 
 
Adverts were run and staff prepared a brief questionnaire to assist people in 
putting their views forward without the need to write lengthy letters or requests.  
20 responses were received.  In statistical terms 20 is not a meaningful 
response, however the comments and votes of the 20 people who made the effort 
to complete a questionnaire should be considered during the planning process.  
 
The original questionnaires are available, should Councillors wish to look over 
them or take a copy. 
 
Comment: 
Council may now give some direction to staff as to how best to progress the 
“Plan for the Future”.  
There are numerous options and processes that can be used to develop a Plan 
for the Future or a Strategic Plan. 
 
These include: 

 Public Meetings or a “Planning Day” 
 Facilitated meeting/s with Councillors and/or employees to “workshop” 

ideas for the plan. 
 Facilitated meeting/s with Councillors, CEO and/or Senior Staff to 

“flesh out” ideas for the plan. 
 Facilitated meeting/s with Councillors only 
 Staff prepare a draft plan for Council to amend and adopt as required. 

Professionals in this area would maintain that the best plans are those that have 
gained input from all stakeholders through planning sessions, meetings, letters, 
etc.   
 
The inclusion of mission statements, visions, values, beliefs etc are important 
areas that guide organisational decisions and processes and these can only 
effectively be created by group workshops or meetings.  
 
Given that Council is already busy with a number of internal and external issues 
and projects and there is a limited time to prepare a plan, Council may consider 
taking the most efficient and least time consuming path to a Plan for the Future. 
 
The important core Meekatharra Shire functions such as Plant Replacement, 
Road Construction, Housing Renewal, Recreation, Aerodrome etc should of 
course be included in the plan.  Council may also wish to include other 
strategies in the plan. 
 

Council Decision: 
That staff prepare a draft “Plan for the Future” (with reference to the public 
questionnaire results) for Council to view, amend and adopt. 
 
That Councillors advise the CEO of any strategies, ideas or projects that they 
would like included in the plan.  
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Comment: 
Regulation requires that Council consults with the electors and ratepayers of its 
district when preparing any modifications of a plan.  During the development of 
the current plan this public consultation was achieved by distributing a 
questionnaire through “the dust” and advertising on local notice boards. 
 
There are numerous methods of public consultation including, public meeting/s, 
telephone surveys, web based surveys etc.  Council may wish to provide 
guidance to staff as to the best methods to use currently in Meekatharra.  There 
is of course a cost involved in any public consultation in terms of staff time and 
outsourcing costs.  
 
There is also numerous levels of process that can be used in developing or 
reviewing a plan.  Council’s guidance in this regard will also be appreciated. 
 
The introduction of the Royalties for Regions program and that programs strict 
expenditure timelines has caused many Councils to undertake projects that had 
previously been considered unachievable.  This was certainly the case for 
Meekatharra.  After due consideration, Council resolved that the continued 
sealing of Landor Road was the most appropriate project for these funds in 
Meekatharra.  This project is not specifically mentioned in the Plan for the 
Future. 
 
The Federal Stimulus Program also brought about the building of Meekatharra’s 
first Squash Court another project that is not listed in Council’s Plan for the 
Future. 
 
Objective 1 a. of Councils Plan for the Future (upgrade and maintain Airport 
Runways, Shire Roads, Streets and Footpaths – to be achieved by planning and 
making a suitable budget allowance each year) is non specific in terms of listing 
any major projects that should be undertaken.  This is due to the fact Council 
couldn’t imagine or even dream of the significant funding that would be 
delivered through the Royalties for Regions program. 
 
Staff will recommend that Council commence the review process by addressing 
these oversights immediately and then continue the review process with the aim 
of adopting a modified plan no later than May 2010. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Local government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
 
19C. Planning for the future — s. 5.56 
(1) In this regulation and regulation 19D — 
plan for the future means a plan made under section 5.56. 
(2) A local government is to make a plan for the future of its district 
in respect of the period specified in the plan (being at least 
2 financial years). 
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(3) A plan for the future of a district is to set out the broad 
objectives of the local government for the period specified in 
the plan. 
(4) A local government is to review its current plan for the future of 
its district every 2 years and may modify the plan, including 
extending the period the plan is made in respect of. 
(5) A council is to consider a plan, or modifications, submitted to it 
and is to determine* whether or not to adopt the plan, or the 
modifications, as is relevant. 
*Absolute majority required. 

(6) If a plan, or modified plan, is adopted by the council then the 
plan or modified plan is to apply to the district for the period of 
time specified in the plan. 
(7) A local government is to ensure that the electors and ratepayers 
of its district are consulted during the development of a plan for 
the future of the district, and when preparing any modifications 
of a plan. 
(8) A plan for the future of a district is to contain a description of 
the involvement by the electors and ratepayers in the 
development of the plan, and any modifications of the plan. 
(9) A local government is to ensure that a plan for the future made 
in accordance with this regulation applies in respect of each 
financial year after the financial year ending 30 June 2006. 
[Regulation 19C inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1033.] 
 
19D. Notice of plan to be given 
(1) After a plan for the future, or modifications to a plan, are 
adopted under regulation 19C the local government is to give 
local public notice in accordance with subsection (2). 
(2) The local public notice is to contain — 
(a) notification that — 
(i) a plan for the future of the district has been adopted by the council and is to 
apply to the district for the period specified in the plan; and 
(ii) details of where and when the plan may be inspected; 
or 
(b) where a plan for the future of the district has been 
modified — 
(i) notification that the modifications to the plan have been adopted by the 
council and the plan as modified is to apply to the district for a the 
period specified in the plan; and 
(ii) details of where and when the modified plan may 
be inspected. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil currently 
 
Financial Implications: 
Administrative costs to review the plan are accommodated in the budget. 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council; 
1. Amend the Plan for the Future (July 2007 to June 2011) to include the 

following enhanced detail under Objective 1 (a): 
 Specific priority projects. 

 Undertake a complete reseal of Airport Runway 09/27 in 2010 to 
2011 

 Extend the reconstruction and sealing of the Landor – 
Meekatharra Road to a 7.2 metre wide seal, on a progressive 
front, up to the Mount Gould Lock Up (a distance of 150 kms 
starting from Great Northern Highway).  Estimated time frame 
to complete the entire project is 20 years - to be undertaken 
when funding is available. 

 
2. Offer guidance to staff as to the process to be used in reviewing the Plan 

for the Future and the methods of public consultation to be used. 
 
3. Commence a review of the Plan for the Future with the aim of adopting 

a modified plan no later than May 2010. 
 

Council Resolution: 
 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council; 
1. Amend the Plan for the Future (July 2007 to June 2011) to include the 

following enhanced detail under Objective 1 (a): 
 Specific priority projects. 

 Undertake a complete reseal of Airport Runway 09/27 in 2010 to 
2011 

 Extend the reconstruction and sealing of the Landor – 
Meekatharra Road to a 7.2 metre wide seal, on a progressive 
front, up to the Mount Gould Lock Up (a distance of 150 kms 
starting from Great Northern Highway).  Estimated time frame 
to complete the entire project is 20 years - to be undertaken 
when funding is available. 

 Seal the first 10kms of the Sandstone, Mt Clere Roads and 
Ashburton Downs Roads to a 7.2m wide seals.  Estimated time 
frame to complete these project is 20 years - to be undertaken 
when funding is available. 
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2. undertake the review by the simplest, compliant process possible and 
consult with the public by publishing a brief survey and notice in “The 
Dust”.  The new plan should cover a period of 10 years. 

 
3. Commence a review of the Plan for the Future with the aim of adopting 

a modified plan no later than May 2010. 
 

CARRIED 7/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
 
 9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 
 
9.5.1 DEMOLITION OF DOMINICAN (ROMAN CATHOLIC) CONVENT 

 
LOCATION LOT 182 DARLOT STREET 

 APPLICANT  OUTBACK CATHOLIC PARISHES 
FILE REFERENCE   A5410 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   3RD  DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
Correspondence has been received from Sister Geraldine Boylan sgs of the 
Outback Catholic Parishes regarding the proposed demolition of Lot 182 Darlot 
Street (Old Catholic Convent building). 
 
Attachments: 
Correspondence from Sister Geraldine Boylan sgs 
Pictures of the current structure. 
 
Background: 
The building in question was, up until the 1970’s, a Dominican Sisters Convent 
with the location first being utilised in 1909.  The location is currently 
highlighted on the Meekatharra Town Heritage walk. 
 
Sister Geraldine has, in her correspondence, stated that the Outback Catholic 
Parishes no longer have the resources to adequately maintain this facility and 
have requested Council to demolish the buildings at no cost to the Parish but 
with Council retaining the rights to any salvage arising from the demolition. 
 
Comment: 
Even thought the building has had extensive damage inflicted to its doors, 
windows and internal & external cladding, the structure its self look to be sound.  
I have discussed this proposed demolition with Sister Geraldine and she would 
be pleased if Council was to renovate and reuses the facility, however she did 
indicated that the Outback Catholic Parishes would not be able to financially 
support these renovations. 
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If Council was to renovate this facility then a prerequisite would have to be a 
long term lease (at least 21 years) at a pepper corn rent and for the facility to 
have a purpose.  I have not discussed the issue of a lease as that would be  
 
premature until Council has resolved the issue; however I have identified several 
options for a use for the facility, these being: 
 
1. Due to its close proximity to the Youth Centre, the facility could be used as 

the base for a program like Kids After Dark or like the one being run by 
Elaine King, Councils Recreation Officer, where she supervises a group for 
older girls that is currently utilising the old projection rooms at the Town 
hall. 

 
2. As a Community facility for the likes of arts & crafts, sporting or like 

Community groups.  Currently there is an arts and crafts group that is being 
run one Saturday a month out of the Red Sandbox and the Sportsman’s Club 
has recently been reinvigorated.  A community facility that allows for 
activities to take place and meetings to be held could be advantageous to the 
Meekatharra Community and may even promote the creation of other groups 
such as Lions or Rotary. 

 
3. As a residence available for hire to the community as a whole.  Staff receive 

consistent requests from Trades people and other professionals as to the 
availability of rental residential accommodation in Meekatharra.  The 
building could be renovated back to being residential accommodation and 
offered, at a commercial rent, to short to medium term occupants. 

 
If the Committee recommends that Council accepts Sister Geraldine’s request to 
pay for the demolition of the buildings then the costs associated would be in the 
vicinity of $7,000.00 with an unknown salvage value being made available. 
 
Alternatively, the Committee may resolve to decline all involvement with the 
location in question. 
 
Consultation: 
Tony Burrows – AG Burrows Plant Hire 
Anthony Lloyd – Youth Officer 
Sister Geraldine Boylan sgs 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Nil 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
At this time no expenditure is required, however if the building is to be 
demolished then unbudgeted expenditure of approximately $7,000 will have to 
be sourced.   
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Strategic Implications: 
Objective 2 – Preserve and Promote Meekatharra’s Heritage. 

            
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
            

 Committee Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 

Moved:  Cr RK Howden 
Seconded:   Cr HJ Nichols  
 
That Council does not get involved with the Demolition or Refurbishment 
of the Convent Building.  
 
        CARRIED 7/0
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9.5.2 SPECIFICATIONS FOR RENOVATIONS – LOT 87 MAIN ST & LOT 
208 HILL ST 

 
LOCATION LOT 87 MAIN ST & LOT 208 HILL ST 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM 0053 & ADM 0044 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   4TH  DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
This item puts forward for the Committee’s consideration and endorsement the 
specification’s for the renovations Council housing located at Lots 87 Main 
Street and 208 Hill Street Meekatharra. 
 
Attachments: 
Proposed Alterations & Additions – Lot 208 Hill St 
Proposed Alterations & Additions – Lot 87 Main St 
 
Background: 
At the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee meeting held 5th 
November 2008 and subsequently at the full Council Meeting Held 15th 
November 2008, it was decided to renovate the staff residences at Lot 87 Main 
Street and Lot 208 Hill St.  Peter Teakle of Teakle & Lalor was appointed as 
design and drafting consultant and attended Meekatharra in early 2009. 
 
At subsequent Committee meetings draft plans where presented and informally 
discussed and accepted.  Mr Teakle was then requested to produce designs and 
specifications suitable for inclusion in tender documents, Mr Teakle has 
completed this requirement and the results are attached for the Committee’s 
consideration and endorsement. 
 
Comment: 
The attached specifications and designs will form part of the tender documents 
for the renovations. 
 
Bill Atyeo, Councils contract EHO/Building Surveyor has raised some issues 
that will need to be discussed prior to accepting the specifications, these 
concerns are: 
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1. The placing of carpet in the living areas of Lot 87 Main.  As this is basically 
to be additional single persons accommodation, the residences should have 
vinyl/tiles throughout; and 

 
2. The provision of wired smoke alarms in both buildings.  This issue will be 

resolved by the installation of the security system which will include 
monitored smoke alarms. 

 
Consultation: 
Peter Teakle – Teakle & Lalor 
Bill Atyeo – EHO / Building Surveyor 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Nil 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
These renovations have been included in the 2009/2010 Budget 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Objective 3 – Maintain and Improve Councils Buildings and Structures 

            
  Voting Requirements: 

 Simple Majority 
            

 Committee Recommendation / Council Resolution:  
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:   Cr AG Burrows  
 
That the Committee recommends that Council endorses the tender selection 
criteria for tenders 06-09/10 and 07-09/10 of Capacity/Competence – 20%, 
Experience – 20% and Price – 60% and authorises calling of the tenders. 

 
         CARRIED 7/0
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9.6 WORKS & SERVICES 
 
9.6.1 CONTRACT GARDENING AND TOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

CONTRACT 
 

LOCATION MEEKATHARRA 
 APPLICANT  SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

FILE REFERENCE   CONTRACTS FOLDER 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   27TH NOVEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR     MURRAY BROWN  
  PROJECT OFFICER 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR 
 
  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
 

Summary: 
Council’ current contract for the provision of Gardening and Town Maintenance 
Works expires on 30th April 2010. Authority from Council is requested to invite 
tenders for these works for another period of five years 

 
  Attachments 
  Copy of Tender and draft Contract attached. 
 

Background: 
As this contract may well exceed the tender threshold of $100,000 per annum, 
Council must invite tenders for this work in accordance with the Local 
Government Act and Tender Regulations. 
  
Comment: 
This awarding of a contract for these works appears to be an effective way of 
having these important works carried out. 
 
Consultation: 
Shire of Meekatharra Chief Executive Officer. 

 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act. 
Local Government (Tender Regulations)  
  
Policy Implications:  
Complies with existing Council Policy and Practice. 
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Financial Implications: 
Cost included in Council Budget. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation: 
 

That the Shire of Meekatharra invite tenders for the provision of 
Gardening/ Town Maintenance Works for a period of Five Years and agree 
to the use of the draft contract document as attached. 

 
  Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 

 
That the Shire of Meekatharra invite tenders for the provision of 
Gardening/ Town Maintenance Works for a period of Five Years and agree 
to the use of the draft contract document as attached. 
The selection criteria to be used to decide the successful tenderer is: 
Capacity/ability  40%  
Price    60%. 
 
        CARRIED 7/0 
 
Reason for Change to the Recommendation:  
To resolve in writing the Tender Selection Criteria as is required. 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 
 

TENDER FOR REGULAR GARDENING/TOWN MAINTENANCE 
WORKS 

 
FIVE YEAR CONTRACT 

 
Tenders are invited for the provision of regular Gardening and Town 
Maintenance Works in the town of Meekatharra.  
 
Copies of the draft contract which includes the duties and responsibilities 
involved with this work is available from the Shire Office 99 811002. 
 
Tenders close with the undersigned at 4.00pm on 22nd January 2010 and the 
tender should be clearly marked accordingly on the outer envelope. 
 
Further information is available from the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Canvassing of Councillors will disqualify the tender. 
 
Roy McClymont 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Meekatharra 
PO Box 129 
MEEKATHARRA WA 6642 
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TOWN MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st May 2010 – 30th April 2015 
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This Agreement is made on the 1st May 2010 between the Shire of 
Meekatharra (hereinafter called the Shire) and 
…………………………………….(hereinafter called the Contractor). 
 
The Agreement specifies the works the contractor will undertake for the Shire 
and the Shires obligations to the Contractor. 
 
1. Works to be undertaken by the Contractor: 
 
The Contractor shall 
 
1.1 Maintain the Sporting Complex by: 
 
a) Attending to all grassed areas including watering, mowing, levelling, 

fertilising and spraying so that the oval playing surface and lawned areas 
are kept in a good state of appearance and serviceability. 

 
b) Ensure that all fences, railings, play ground equipment, goal posts, 

pumps, tanks, piping and sprinklers are kept in good working order. 
 
c) Thoroughly cleaning the pavilion building including toilets, kitchen, 

verandahs, cupboards, storeroom, refrigerator, stove, furniture, windows, 
etc, at least once per fortnight and before and after every event in which 
the pavilion is used. 

 
d) Keep all parts of the Complex free from annual grass, litter, fallen tree 

branches and other unsightly items. 
 
e) Generally maintain the house yard, sheds, shed surrounds, water tanks 

and other infrastructure in a tidy and serviceable condition. 
 
f) Ensure that gas supplies are adequate and that all electrical fixtures and 

fittings at the pavilion and sports facilities are in working order at all 
times. 

 
1.2 Maintain the Meekatharra Main Street lawns and gardens by: 
 
a) Regularly mowing, weeding and watering all lawned areas in the Main 

Street, (including the area surrounding the information bay and 
Meekatharra Creek) , and thoroughly sweeping up and removing all 
grass clippings, soil and other debris immediately following each 
mowing and weeding. 

 
b) Keeping free of weeds and litter all areas adjacent to and surrounding the 

lawns, trees and garden beds. 
 
c) Tending the lawned areas within the Swimming Pool compound as and 

when required. 
 
d)         Tending the lawned areas within Lions Park. 
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1.3 Maintain the Shire Hall in Savage Street by: 
 
a) Thoroughly cleaning the hall proper, toilets (both internal and external), 

kitchen, coolroom, foyer, stage, verandah, furniture, refrigerator, 
ceilings, walls and windows before and after each event at the hall. 

 
b) Carry our minor repairs to the fixtures, fittings, and furniture as 

necessary to ensure that the entire premises are useable by hirers on 
demand. 

 
c) Keep the garden and lawn areas watered, mowed and trimmed and 

ensure that the main entry\frontage of the premises is neat and clean at 
all times. 

 
1.4 The Sporting Complex and Main Street lawns and gardens are largely 

watered from a combination of bores, creek, dam and mine pits and all 
pipelines, pumps, tanks and valves associated with the supply 
arrangement are required to be maintained in good working order at all 
times. 

 
1.5 The Contractor is required to liaise with the Shire CEO from time to time 

so that a continuing program of improvement to the landscaping of the 
Main Street and Sporting Complex areas can be maintained. 

 
1.6 The Contractor is required to maintain a close liaison with the Shire 

Office for the purpose of making himself aware of venue bookings so 
that the works as detailed at item 1.1(c) and 1.3(a) can be carried out in a 
timely manner. 

 
1.7 If the Contractor establishes that there is a fault or a breakdown in any 

item of equipment or plant that is beyond his ability to make good then 
he is to liaise with the CEO so that a remedy can be arranged. 

 
1.8 When the Contractor requires materials in the manner of …. 
 Gas for the Sports Pavilion and the Hall 
 Cleaning materials for the Hall and Sports Pavilion 
 Cockroach and rodent baits for the Sports Pavilion and Hall  
 Mosquito chemicals 
 Piping, hoses, sprinklers and pipe fittings 
  Then an Order for the purchase must be obtained from the CEO. 
 
On no account must any expense to the Shire be incurred by the Contractor 
without the approval of the CEO. 
 
1.9  Mosquito Control: 

a)         The Contractor will conduct mosquito fogging in areas of the town and 
on such occasions as either the CEO or the Shire Health Surveyor directs. 

b)  The Contractor will be required to keep the Effluent Pond Compound              
free of all weeds and growth of any kind at all times. 
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1.11 The Contractor will be required to carry out any other task as directed by 
the CEO. 
 
 1.12 Substantial New Works or Services 
 
At any time during the course of the contract substantial new works or services 
over and above those already detailed may be introduced.  In that event the Shire 
and the Contractor will negotiate additional remuneration for that substantial 
new work or service. 
 
2. Housing 
 
 The Contractor will occupy as place of permanent residence the house provided 
at the Sporting Complex. 
 
a) The residence shall not be vacated in favour of or sublet to any other 
person. 
 
b) All telephone calls applicable to the residence shall be the sole 

responsibility of the Contractor. 
 
c) The residence, garden, lawns and surrounds are to be kept in a clean and 

tidy condition at all times. 
 
3. Insurance 
 
a) The Contractor shall insure and keep insured each and every employee 

for the full amount of the joint and several liability of the Shire and the 
Contractor to pay compensation under the Workers Compensation Act 
1912 in the joint names of the Shire as Principal and the Contractor as 
Contractor in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 

 
b) The Contractor shall take out and maintain a Public Risk Insurance 

policy of not less than $500,000 to cover any eventuality that may arise 
in the course of his duties. 

 
c) The Contractor shall indemnify the Shire from  
 
(i) All liability in respect of any employee. 
 
(ii) All liability in respect of any member of the public. 
 
(iii) All liability in respect of damage to property. 
 
d) The Contractor shall provide the Shire with insurance policy documents 

and evidence of their currency immediately upon being requested to do 
so by the CEO. 
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4. Plant 
 
The Contractor shall.... 
 
a) Provide necessary plant, implements, tools, fuels and oils necessary to 

give effect to the works and services required under this Agreement. 
 
b) Maintain the Sporting Complex tractor, three point linkage slasher, 

motor bike and all other plant and equipment supplied by the Shire at the 
commencement of this Agreement in good working order and condition. 

 
C) If the Shire considers that any item of equipment owned and operated by 

the Contract is unfit or unsuitable for use then upon advice from the 
Shire the Contractor will discontinue the use of that item of equipment. 

 
 
5. GST Provisions 
  

The Contractor will be required to be registered for GST by being in 
possession of an Australian Business Number (ABN).  The Contractor 
will invoice the Shire twice per calendar month for the work performed 
for that period and the invoice will include, as a separate item, the 
amount of the GST. 

 
 
6. Default 
 

If the Contractor fails or neglects.... 
 
a) To carry out or perform any obligation or duty for which he is 

responsible under this Agreement. 
 
b) To obey and carry out promptly and satisfactorily any direction or order 

issued to him by the Shire. 
 

The Shire may employ or engage the necessary labour and plant to 
remedy the failure or neglect and recover any costs incurred from monies 
owing or due to the Contractor. 

 
7. Termination 
 

Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time by mutual 
consent. 

 
8. Term of Contract 
 

The period of this Agreement shall be five years from the date of the 
Agreement. 
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9. Costs 
 

All costs associated with the preparation, stamping and lodging of this 
Agreement shall be payable by the Shire. 

10. Value of the Contract 
 

The Shire undertakes to pay $  ………….. per annum to the Contractor 
in  
return for the Contractor carrying out the duties as detailed above. 

 
Payment will be made twice each calendar month (24 payments per 
annum) or any other arrangement that would suit the Contractor and the 
Shire. 

  
Payment will only be made on receipt of an invoice as set out in Item 5 
above. 

 
11. Inflationary Adjustment 
 
a) After the completion of twelve months service the Contractor shall be 

entitled to claim an Inflationary Adjustment of the Contract sum. 
 
b) The Contract price may be adjusted at the completion of each year 

in accordance with the Consumer Price Index Weighted Average for 
the previous year as issued by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

 
12.      Compliance with Regulations and Relevant Acts 
 

The works shall be conducted at all times by current best practice and in 
accordance with any relevant Federal and State Acts or Regulations, 
Council Local Laws, and Australian Standards. 
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Executed by the Parties 
 
The signatories to this Agreement agree to carry out each and every obligation as 
set out above. 
 
 
Signed by  
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Date:______________________ 

 
 
Signed by  
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Date:______________________ 

 
 
 
The Common Seal of the Shire of Meekatharra was hereunto affixed in the 
presence of: 
 
Shire President         
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Date:______________________ 
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9.6.2 WORKS COMMITTEE – ESTABLISHMENT 
 

LOCATION: District 
APPLICANT: Council 
FILE REF:  
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 9 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council resolved, at its last full meeting to establish a Works Committee subject 
to further investigation and discussion on the matter. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
An informal Works Group has been operating in Meekatharra for about 3 years.  
In April 2008 the administration of the group was formalised to the extent that 
agenda’s are prepared and minutes produced and sent to all Councillors.  
Meetings are currently generally held once every two weeks, although this does 
vary depending on the availability of members and staff. 
 
Comment: 
In establishing a committee there is a number of matters that should be resolved.  
Each particular course of action will be governed by the requirements of the Act 
and Regulations.  Some matters that may need to be resolved are listed below. 
 
Purpose; (what is the committees purpose)  
eg. to monitor works projects and finances and make recommendations to the 
CEO. 
 
Functional Areas, tasks, duties; (what functional areas, tasks and duties will 
the committee cover)   
Eg. Schedule 12 (transport).  Or the committee could form with no specific 
functional areas ie discuss matters as they think appropriate.   
Council may wish to request the committee to assist with tasks such as: 
drafting the works budget each year,  
develop a draft 5 or 10 year road construction plan,  
develop a annual (or periodic) maintenance grading schedule 
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review the works program (eg quarterly or six monthly) 
review works policies and make recommendations to Council 
 
Membership and number of members;  
Council recently appointed 4 councillors to the committee.  Does Council intend 
for staff to be members of the committee or will staff perform 
advisory/administrative functions.  Which staff members are required to attend 
meetings? 
 
Quorum; As per the Local Government Act 1995 – min 50% of members.  

 
Staff reporting structure/procedures;  
What reports, if any will be presented to the committee (instead of going to 
Council);  

 Works and Services Managers Report? 
 Town Crew Report? 
 Mechanics Report? 
 Major Plant Cost Report? 
 Airport Managers Report? 
 Other Reports? 

Should reports to the committee be written reports or verbal reports? 
Frequency of reports to the committee – fortnightly, four weekly, monthly? 

 
Meeting days/dates/times 
Mondays are generally not a considered to be a good day to schedule regular 
meetings (Public holidays, long weekends, RDO’s etc). 
Consider; Frequency of meetings, day of meetings, syncronising with Council 
meetings (if necessary), dates of meetings. 
 
Delegated authority 
Council can delegate to a committee any of its powers and duties other than the 
power of delegation (Local Government Act 1995 Section 5.16 (1)) 
 
Within the Works and Services area the following powers and duties could be 
delegated to a Works Committee: 

 Determining the criteria for deciding tenders (works tenders only) 
 Deciding tenders (works tenders – can be limited)  
 Make a minor variation in a contract before entering a contract with a 

successful tenderer (works contract) 
 
This list appears limited, however in terms of delegation there are very few 
powers that could be delegated to a works committee. 
 
The CEO’s functions can not be delegated to a committee, for example the 
CEO’s function to “manage the day to day operations of the local government” 
and “be responsible for the employment, management, supervision, direction 
and dismissal of other employees” can only be delegated to other employees. 
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Meeting open to public 
Committee meetings only have to be open to the public if the committee has a 
delegated power or if Council resolves that the meeting should be open to the 
public. 
 
Public question time 
Committee meetings only have to have a public question time if the committee 
has a delegated power or if Council has resolved that the meeting be open to the 
public. 

 
Advertise meetings (public notice) 
Local Public notice of Committee meetings only has to occur if the committee 
meetings are required under the Act to be open to the public or when Council 
proposes that the meeting be open to the public. 

 
Notice of meetings required and provision of agendas 
Staff can find no requirements in any legislation concerning timeframes for the 
notice of committee meetings or the provision of agendas.  So this is for council 
to decide.  Currently an agenda is provided to members and staff of the Works 
Group at the start of each meeting.  When meeting schedules are interrupted and 
meeting times changed notice is usually given verbally. 
 
Council should consider each of the above points in their discussions. 
 
Consultation: 
Works Group 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Vast sections of the Local Government Act 1995 and the Local Government 
(Administration) Regulations 1996 apply to the establishment of a committee 
and the potential for Council to delegate functions to a committee.  
 
A number of other acts may also come into play, where a Council function 
under the particular act could be delegated to a committee. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
For Council consideration. 
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Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr PS Clancy 
 
That this item “lay on the table” until the March 2010 Council Meeting 

 
          CARRIED 7/0 
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 10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY   
  RESOLUTION OF THE MEETING 

 
Council Resolution 
 
 Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister   
 
 That the late items be included as items of an urgent nature introduced by  
 Resolution of Council. 
 

CARRIED 7/0  
 
 
10.1.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM – MINISTERS RESPONSE 
 

LOCATION: WA State 
APPLICANT: Local Government Minister 
FILE REF: ADM 330 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 17 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council may wish to consider the Minister’s letter of 7 December 2009. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy Minister’s letter 7/12/09 
Copy Council’s positions on Structural Reform and Regional Co-operation. 
 
Further information/documents on this matter has been provided to Councillors 
in the December Information Bulletins.  This includes the latest resolutions and 
information from the Shire of Yalgoo. 
 
Background: 
Council is well aware of the background and circumstances around this issue. 
 
Council has formally discussed this matter on six previous occasions.  Council’s 
most recent resolution on this matter is listed below:  
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Meeting 19 September 2009: 
 
Council Resolution: 

 
  Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
  Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 

 
1. That Council adopt the amended position on structural reform. 

 
2. That Council includes in its submission to the Minister for Local Government 

its position statements on regional cooperation and structural reform as 
detailed above. 
 

3. That other meetings on reform be included in the timeline including the special 
zone meetings in February and August. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

 
 
Comment: 
Staff believe that the Minister does not have any legal capacity to order 
Council’s to join, form or participate in a regional group.   
 
It seems likely however, that the State Government may “coerce” Council’s to 
participate in Regional Groupings by reducing Royalties for Regions funding to 
those council’s who refuse to participate in the Ministers latest reform 
“determinations”. 
 
To date the Department of Local Government have not contacted us “to further 
discuss the establishment of such a group”. 
 
As is demonstrated by our positions statements, this Shire has been opposed to 
the formation of a regional decision making body.   
 
The Minister’s letter is, understandably, short on detail, however the following 
terms appear clear in his letter: 
 

 Meekatharra is to engage with neighbouring local governments to form a 
Regional Collaborative Group 

 
 Regional Collaborative Groups are to take a regional approach to a 

number of issues/functions on a no “opt out” basis. 
 

 The groups would be formed on the basis of a regional agreement signed 
by member councils. 

 
 The agreement will provide (the regional group) a broad capacity to act 

and would bind Councils to participation in specified tasks. 
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Currently the only formal means for Council’s to form regional groups is via a 
Regional Organisation of Councils (ROC) or a Voluntary Regional Organisation 
of Councils (VROC).  This Shire has been opposed to both these vehicles for 
regional cooperation. 
 
The Shire of Yalgoo will invite Murchison Shires to a meeting to discuss this 
matter and coordinate and facilitate a response on a regional basis. 
 
It may be prudent to wait for further details and information on this latest 
development before taking any action.  More regional meetings, for example, 
may not achieve a great deal until we have some specific details to consider. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson, Shire President 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Council has formed a position on local government reform and regional co-
operation. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendations / Council Resolutions: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council: 
 
1. re-affirm its Position Statements on Structural Reform and Regional 

Co-operation (which appear to be in conflict with the Ministers latest 
determination). 

 
2. advise the Shire of Yalgoo and other Murchison Councils that 

Meekatharra will consider attending a further regional meeting on 
reform when more details have been provided concerning the Ministers 
latest “determination”.  

 

CARRIED 7/0 
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10.1.2 REQUEST FOR COMMENT – LEASE OVER PORTION RESERVE 
9469 LOCALLY KNOWN AS “CURLEY CAMP” 

 
LOCATION PART RESERVE 9469 

 APPLICANT  DEPT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT & 
LANDS 

FILE REFERENCE   R9469 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   9TH DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
The Department of Regional Development and Lands has requested Councils 
comment on the proposed lease of part of Reserve 9469 to Mr & Mrs Curley.  
 
Attachments: 
Letter from the DRDL and map showing proposed area of lease. 

 
Background: 
At its November 2009 meeting, Council resolved to discuss this proposed lease 
and provide feed back to enable Staff to produce a follow up agenda item. 
 
Comment: 
The original agenda item that went before Council at the November 2009 
meeting included the following comments; 
 

“The Department of Regional Development and Lands has received a 
request from Mr & Mrs Curley for a lease over a portion of Reserve 9469, 
this proposed lease is for approximately 21.4 ha.  Reserve 9469 is 
currently vested with Council for the purpose of “common”.  Mr & Mrs 
Curley have made several improvements located on the land portion in 
question and have requested secure land tenure to consolidate these 
improvements, it is my understanding that Mr & Mrs Curley are currently 
resident at this location. 
 
Some issues identified by Staff that Council may want to incorporate into 
their response include: 

1. The possibility that an Indigenous Community may, over time, form 
requiring Council to expend diminishing resources for little or no 
financial return; and 
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2. Council has had no input into the construction of any structures 
currently located on the proposed lease.  At this time, the status of 
septic and other waste disposal systems are unknown as is the 
condition, structural and otherwise, of any residences / out 
buildings.” 

 
Concerns raised at the November 2009 Council meeting included the following; 
 
1. Leasing of land and development on “the common” is not appropriate.  

Approval of this lease could create a precedent and potentially “open the 
flood gates” for more requests for ad hoc leases around the Meekatharra 
townsite. 

2. All lease and development proposals of a residential nature close to the 
townsite should be limited to the Meekatharra townsite where a full range of 
services (eg power, water, rubbish removal) already exist.  Approval of 
leases and/or development outside the townsite may put pressure on already 
limited state and local government services. 

3. The proposed lease is located within the Meekatharra Common and as such 
would restrict access to the general public to that section of the common. 

 
Enquiries made with the Department of Regional Development and Lands as to 
when the original application was received has resulted in confirmation that the 
application was received by them on the 23rd September 2009. 
 
It is proposed to respond to the request for comment from the Department of 
Regional Development and Lands opposing the granting of the proposed lease 
on the grounds listed in this item. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Councillors 
Department of Regional Development and Lands 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Nil 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
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  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy  
 
That the Department of Regional Development and Lands be advised that 
Council objects to the proposal to lease of portion (approx 21.4ha) of 
Reserve 9469 on following grounds; 
 
1. The granting of the proposed lease on “common” land is not 

appropriate and could set a precedent and lead to similar requests for 
leasehold land around (and outside) the Meekatharra townsite; 

 
2. The creation of ad hoc leases and development close to the Meekatharra 

townsite is extremely undesirable.  Leases of this type may require the 
provision of additional state and local government services imposing 
unnecessary additional costs and burdens on tax payers and rate payers. 

 
3. The provision of Local Government services to this lease would be 

relatively expensive and would be an added burden on the financial and 
human resources of the Shire. 

 
4. Power and water services may be required to be provided by the 

relevant State Authorities and would be very expensive initially, either 
for the lease holder or the state and will ultimately in the medium to 
long term be an impost on state government resources. 

 
5. All lease and development proposals of a residential nature close to the 

townsite should be limited to the Meekatharra townsite where a full 
range of services (eg power, water, rubbish removal, health, emergency 
services) already exist and can be provided with reasonable efficiency.   

 
6. There is currently an abundance of vacant residential land in the 

Meekatharra townsite.  
 

7. The proposed lease is outside the Meekatharra Fire District (Fire and 
Rescue Services). 

 
CARRIED 4/3 

   
Cr’s  JE Burgemeister, AG Burrows and NL Trenfield voted against the 
motion. 
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10.1.3 ASHBURTON DOWNS ROAD CONSTRUCTION WORKS 09/10 
 

LOCATION: Ashburton Downs Road 
APPLICANT:  
FILE REF: RD 067 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 17 December 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council’s construction crew is largely committed to the Landor Road sealing 
project for most of the remaining financial year. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
The Works Group discussed the possible need to engage outside assistance to 
complete this project early in the financial year.  At that time it was agreed to 
see how works progress and review the matter later in the year. 
 
It is now evident that it will be impossible for our own construction crew to fully 
complete this project this financial year. 
 
Comment: 
This project is to be largely funded by Roads to Recovery (R2R) grant funds.  
The R2R procedures will allow (but don’t encourage) expenditure of this 
financial years funds up to December 2010 (that is 6 months into the new 
financial year).  However given that our construction program will be relatively 
large over the next few years, it is considered very important that we don’t fall 
behind schedule this early in the program. 
 
Therefore, it is important to ensure that all grant funded projects are completed 
within the require timeframes.  
 
The work proposed under the R2R grant details is to lift and improve formation, 
construct to 8 meter carriageway, improve crossfall shape and drainage from the 
66 SLK (straight line kilometer) to the 96 SLK.  This section of road is from the 
PMI mine turnoff to a point 30 kms north. 
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Should Council’s construction crew complete the Landor Road project early 
they could undertake some of the smaller budgeted projects and/or start work on 
one of the major Council funded projects for the 2010/2011 year. 
 
The purpose of this item is to gain council authorisation to call tenders for this 
project thus enabling staff to commence the process early in the new year. 
 
Consultation: 
Alan Haslett, Works and Services Manager 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Total budget 09/10 - $581,096  
R2R funding 09/10 - $511,096 (Council funding $70,000) 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Council authorises the Ashburton Downs Road project 09/10 (approx 
66 SLK to 96 SLK) to be undertaken by contract.  Council acknowledges 
that under contract rates, it may not be possible to complete the full 30 km 
budgeted section.   
That the CEO is requested, in consultation with the Works and Services 
Manager and the Works Group/Committee, to call tenders for the project 
with the criteria for deciding the tender to be: 
Price:    60% 
Ability/Capacity 40% 
 

         CARRIED 7/0 
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10.1.4 2008/2009 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  NIL 

FILE REFERENCE   ADM0206 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   11th DECEMBER 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
This report offers the 2008/09 Annual Report for Councils consideration and 
acceptance. 

 
Attachments: 
2008/09 Annual Report 

 
Background: 
Once every financial year, Council is required to produce an Annual Report that 
contains a statement by both the President and CEO, statements as to Councils 
activities under various other Acts, a year end financial statement and an 
auditors report as to the validity of that year end financial statement. 
 
Comment: 
Nil 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Keith Anderson – Local Government Financial Consultant. 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995 sections 5.27 (2), 5.53 (1), 5.55 and 6.4 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regs 1996, regulation 51 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols  
 
That Council 
 
1. accepts the 2008/2009 Annual Report incorporating the audited 

Financial Statements and auditors report; 
2. advertise that the 2008/2009 Annual Report is available for public 

inspection; and 
3. set the date and time for the Annual Electors meeting as Saturday 16th 

of January, 2009 commencing at 9:15 am in Council Chambers. 
 

         CARRIED 7/0 
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11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE 
HAS BEEN GIVEN 

 Nil 

 12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson declared the meeting closed at 
4.16pm. 

 
 


