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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 9:30 am. 

1.1 DISCLAIMER READING 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should 
only rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be provided within 
fourteen (14) days of this Meeting 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Members 
Cr TR Hutchinson - Shire President  
Cr NL Trenfield  - Deputy President  
Cr AG Burrows   
Cr PS Clancy 
Cr RK Howden 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont  - Chief Executive Officer 
Krys East   - Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
Apologies 
Cr HJ Nichols 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Harry and Helen Martin - Commercial Hotel Proprietors  - 9:30 am to 9:48 am 

 
3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Harry Martin asked the meeting if anyone had any questions or comments concerning 
the letter that he recently sent to all Councillors and the CEO concerning the laneway 
that runs behind the Commercial Hotel and the flooding that occurs between the 
Commercial Hotel and Farmer Jacks.  Mr Martin was advised that Council will: 

 Investigate the costs, benefits and implications of lighting the northern end of the 
laneway using Council controlled property in that area.  The laneway reserve is 
not wide enough to enable the installation of light poles and the land at the 
Southern end of the laneway is privately owned.  

 research the potential benefits and ramifications of the erection of speed signs at 
the northern and southern end of the laneway. 
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 correct the drainage problem under the Council footpath between the 

Commercial Hotel and Farmer Jacks.  
 
Harry and Helen Martin left the meeting at 9:48 am. 
 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Cr PS Clancy and Cr RK Howden be granted leave of absence for the June 2012 
Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD APRIL 21, 2012 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday April 21, 2012 be 
confirmed. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 

6.2 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD    
APRIL 4, 2012 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building & Town Planning Committee Meeting 
held Wednesday April 4, 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 

7 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 

 
8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

Nil 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2012 

 
Road Maintenance Grading 

 M Series Grader has finished grading the Landor Road to the boundary. 
 M Series Grader has graded the boundary line for the new airport fence, at the same time 

we have formed a two cut track around the inside of the new fence alignment to allow for 
boundary inspections. 

 The M Series and one 12 H Grader will now go towards the Newman boundary of the 
Shire to maintenance grade Turee Creek, Weelarrana and Tangadee Roads. 

 Our flood damage contractor, Northern Goldfields Earthmoving, will carry out an open up 
grade on the Marymia Road and the top end of the Ashburton Downs Road together with 
our section if the Pingandy Road. 

 Peter Elliot, using the shire’s Volvo Grader, will grade the Woodlands-Mt Augustus Road 
 
Construction Works 

 Landor Road Bitumen Seal Extension: Formation work has now been extended from 
SLK47400 to SLK53072 final gravel water binding has now been rescheduled for later in 
the year so that the bitumen seal may be applied when the ground temperatures are higher. 

 Berragine Wash Landor Road: We are currently resheeting some low lying, boggy sections 
through the wash and whilst the water carts and rollers are in this vicinity we will reshape 
and waterbind from SLK 47400 back to the bitumen. 

 Sandstone Road – Hillview turnoff SLK 39 to SLK 54100: we have started to locate plant 
to this section of works. It is anticipated that we will be working this section until the end 
of June. Work on this section involves building up the formation and addressing several 
floodways. Also some minor realignment will be carried out. 

 
Mt Clere Road Concrete Works 
We expect to undertake these works in June and will endeavour to complete this work before the 
financial year end. 
 
Flood damage repairs by Northern Goldfields Earthmoving 

 Work on Neds Creek/Wiluna North Road has been completed 
 Work on the Ashburton Downs Road is underway with a maintenance grade from the Great 

Northern Highway to Milgun complete and resheeting sections from Milgun onwards in 
progress. 

 
Cyclone Heidi Flood Damage 
Tenders for this work have been called. 
 
Remaining Flood Damaged Roads 
MRD, Greenfields Tech Services and the Shire have inspected the remaining damaged roads and a 
submission for repairs will be passed to MRD by Greenfields on the Shire’s behalf. 
Town Maintenance-Monthly Report Finishing 11 May 2012 

 Smashed glass strewn across roadways, graffiti to town signs, buildings, lamp posts and 
footpaths has continued and is taking up a considerable amount of time to remove.  
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 The sweeping of town streets is being done in accordance with Council’s directive. At a 

four to six week interval sweeping along all kerb lines is and has been undertaken to avoid 
sand/leaves build-up. Rubbish has been removed from vacant town blocks.  

 The Public Toilets are and have been cleaned on a daily basis each week day.  
 Vacant Shire houses lawns mowed 
 Verge Clearing throughout town-site 
 Spraying of verges to reduce weeds 
 Heritage Trail maintenance. 55 planks have been replaced and a further 13 have been done.  
 Signage maintenance – Replace and Repair Directional signs as needed 
 Road Maintenance and Bitumen Repairs – Potholes, Edge breaks, Shoulder repairs  
 Three grave site prepared 
 Assisted Works and Services Manager with survey work on Landor Rd 
 Modified Hill St floodway 
 Replaced hand rails in Main St 
 Footpath maintenance in front of Swimming Pool 

 

Plant report for the period 10th April 2012 to 13th May 2012 
   
P406 Caterpillar Mini Excavator 
Replaced hose and fittings for rock breaker 
 
P24 Gensets 
Serviced 
 
P434 Bomag Multi-tyred Roller 
LHS door glass replaced 
 
P358 Caterpillar 12 H Grader 
250 hr service 
Accelerator cable repaired  
 
P86 Caterpillar Scraper 
250 hr service 
 
P357 Maintenance Caravan 
Checked solar power supply 
 
P114 Caterpillar D6N Dozer 
Hydraulic hose replaced 
 
P108 Caterpillar 12 H Grader 
Transmission fault checked by Westrac 
Park brake repaired 
 
P406 Mini Excavator Caterpillar 303CR 
Rock breaker hoses and fittings replaced 
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P418 Caterpillar CS56 Road Roller 
250hr service 
 
John Dyer 
Works and Services Manager 
14th May 2012 
 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 
That the Works and Services Manager’s report for April 2012 be received. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2012 

 
MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 

Monthly Report 
April 2012 

 
 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Aircraft movements for the month of April were slightly up on April 2011.   What is surprising is 
the increase in Turbo prop landings and the decrease in piston engine aircraft.  Jet A-1 sales are 
soaring and Avgas sales are dropping. 
 
Degrussa mine has had a big effect on our Jet A-1 sales.  Their runway is completed but they still 
haven’t got any fuel up there so most of their flights are landing here for fuel on the way home.  
This should be showing as a large increase in landing fee collections. 
 
RFDS aircraft movements numbered 93 with a total of 77 fuellings.  47 fuellings were after hours 
or weekends.    Fortunately on the 24th March, we received a 3,000 litre Jet A-1 trailer set up for 
fuellings into plane.  This has been put into service at RFDS for their own fuellings and has taken 
the pressure off out of hours call outs.  Instead of the average 70 – 80 fuellings for RFDS per 
month, I only fill the trailer every 2-3 days and am not getting called out at nights. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between April 2011 and April 2012 while the following 
table shows the figures January to April for 2011 and 2012.actual fuellings. 
 
    April 2011  April 2012  Variance 
    
General Aircraft Landed: 121   139   14%   
RFDS Aircraft Landed:  78   93   19% 
 
Avgas    24,230  ltrs  14,587 ltrs             -40% 
Jet A-1                                    32,598 ltrs          55,077 ltrs  +69% 
RFDS Jet A-1      33,615 ltrs  +100% 
Total Fuel Sold  56,828 ltrs  103,219 ltrs  +81%  
 
 
Total Fuel Sold  Jan to Apr 11  Jan to Apr 12 
    216,046 litres  382,806 litres  +77% 
 
Jet A-1 sales are on the increase and have skyrocketed already in May with a Fokker F100 aircraft 
making regular stops for fuel on their way back for Solomen (new Iron Ore Mine near Paraburdoo) 
which is still without fuel facilities.  
 
A huge amount of time now is being consumed by fuelling and fuel related duties.  The table 
below shows the difference between actual Jet fuellings for the first quarter of 2011 compared to 
2012.  The additional time used in refuelling is having an impact on other work that needs to be 
done, particularly slashing and chipping weeds as the growth over the last month has been 
incredible. 
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Jet refuellings for the first 4 months of 2011 & 2012: 
    
Jan 11  44  Jan 12  146  +231%  
Feb 11  54  Feb 2012 160  +196% 
Mar 11 60  Mar 2012 151  +152% 
Apr 11  42  April 2012 145  +245% 
  
Total   200    602  +201%  
 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Aerodrome works for the month include: 
 
Weeds and long grass is our main concern at the moment.  Hours of work was put in over the past 
2 months chipping weeds from our runway strip, around markers, around terminal buildings and 
hangars only to see new growth has sprung up again.  Our tractor/slasher is out of action so we 
may need to look at hiring a suitable tractor and slasher to keep the grass growth along our runway 
strip down to a manageable level until our unit is back in operation. 
 
Very little other ground works has been done due to the huge increase in fuelling and admin tasks. 
 

 General maintenance upkeep of facilities and equipment. 
 
Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

 Finalisation of the fire service system. 
 
Aerodrome Security: 
 

 No breaches this month. 
 

Aerodrome Safety Management: 
 

 Safety Management committee was held during the month and all issues raised in technical 
inspection reports and CASA annual audit report were discussed and corrected where 
necessary.  All hazards and safety issues that have been raised locally have also been dealt 
with. 

 
Aerodrome Emergency Management Committee: 
 
The above mentioned committee met during the month for the annual emergency exercise. This 
year being a desk top exercise and it was facilitated by Tex McPherson from FESA.  It was 
worked in conjunction with members of the LEMAC.   Debrief minutes of the exercise have not 
yet been received back from Tex but any actions required will be carried out once the committee 
meets. 
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Budget items: 
 
Replacement of Aerodrome boundary fence: This work is well underway.  The old fence has 
been removed, fence alignment road graded and work has begun on installing new corner box 
strainers etc. 
 
Items of Interest 
 
I have finally recruited a guy that is willing to take on the job for about 6 months and give me a 
total break.  He will be commencing with me early June then hopefully early July I will be taking 
extended holidays until December.  Russell King is his name and he has been involved in the 
Aviation industry for 20 years.  He has only recently (approx. 18 months ago) got involved in 
aerodrome management on a relief basis and he looks to have the credentials required to carry out 
the job here in a professional manner.   
 
I just hope the increased work load with all the extra fuellings going on is not too much for him 
and he wants to bail out early. 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
11th May 2012 

 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report for April 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.3 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – APRIL 2012 

 
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY PROGRAM 
 
The After School Activity Program offers a range of different activities for young people to 
participate in after school, and is aimed at school attenders. With the closure of the pool, 
the program has now moved back indoors. The weekly programming includes ‘Kick In The 
Arts’, a dance class, a gardening program, which then leads into the cooking program. The 
Music Program continues to be a very popular program, with percussion, bass guitar and 
acoustic guitar being offered. 
 
EVENING PROGRAMS 
 
Monday night’s will see the introduction of basketball comps being held at the Youth 
Centre for youth aged 12-18 years. It is envisaged that these sessions may involve 
significant adults in young people’s lives, such as local police, teachers, youth workers etc. 
 
Tuesday night’s continues to be involvement in Karalundi’s personal development 
program.  
 
Wednesday nights have seen the introduction of cycling, leaving at 5pm rather than 7pm 
(as we did in summer months). We still cycle at when it is dark, adding to the popularity of 
the program. 
 
Thursday night is the Cooking Program and free time at the Youth Centre. We aim to 
utilise foods grown in the vegetable garden at the Youth Centre to enhance the program.  
Young people can therefore be involved in not only cooking the food, but also have the 
opportunity to be involved in the planting and harvesting of vegetables through the 
gardening program.  
 
Friday night programming is now at the Youth Centre, as the weather has cooled 
significantly. The pool room has now been set up with a movie screen, two Wii’s, two pool 
tables, and an Xbox will be arriving soon. Musical instruments are also made available, and 
it appears this is the main attraction for older male youth attending the centre.  
 
CYCLE UNDER THE STARS 
The Shire received a small amount of funds from the Department of Transport, in order to 
conduct an activity for Bike Week. The Youth Centre conducted the cycle in April, with 
the assistance of local police escorting us through town safely, and a police officer 
participating on the ride. Eighteen young people attended, and Department of Transport 
supplied t-shirts, water bottles, and reflectors.  
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
I was fortunate enough to take a few weeks leave in April. A holiday program took place, 
which was co-ordinated by Elaine King during this time.   
 
Belinda Hicks 
Youth Officer 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the Youth Centre report for April 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
 

9.1.4  RECREATION REPORT – APRIL 2012 
 

 No report is available at this time. 
 

9.1.5   RANGERS REPORT – APRIL 2012 

 
Details to report 
 
I attended Meekatharra on Monday 2, Tuesday 3 and Wednesday 4 April 2012. Patrols 
were conducted of the townsite and surrounding areas and license enquiries made. Five 
unregistered dogs were impounded. One dog was handed in for destruction. 
I also attended Meekatharra on Friday 20, Saturday 21 and Monday 23 April 2012. On this 
visit patrols were conducted of the townsite and surrounding areas and license enquiries 
made. Registration files were checked for compliance. One registered dog was impounded 
and returned to the owner with fees paid. Two unregistered dogs were impounded and were 
waiting for collection by owners. One unregistered female with four pups was handed in 
for destruction. 

 
 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the Ranger’s report for April 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MAY 19, 2012 
Page 14 

 
9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 

 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non-repetitive action. 

 
Meeting 

Date 
Item No  

Title and Resolution Summary 
 

Resp 
 

Action 
 

Status 
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are 
presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and 
ask if funds can be transferred to other sections of 
project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites 
connected to Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and 
roads within the shire. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 

& 428 Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was 
advertised, that no submissions were received by 
closing dates, Water Corp had no objections.  That 
Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for Land Admin 
permanently close the laneway and portions adjoining 
be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no objections 
to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine 

Townsite 
That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation 
Reserve 3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water 
Reserve 12460, Water Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside 
Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS/ CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 
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19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to 
inspect property and report to Council potential uses of 
property etc.  Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure 
that Council has no objections to sale of Lot 922, 
however Council has interest in old building situated at 
in North West corner of lot.  Request CEO to advise St 
Barbara Mines that Council may be interested in 
obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on Lot 
922. 
 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council 
may have an interest in old Station 
Masters house. 

 
Complete 
In progress 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to 
ensure that Council and community groups who store 
items on the reserves can continue to do so with 
unrestricted access and also to ensure that Council 
secures the necessary access for the Heritage Trails 
interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised lease be 
presented to Council for approval. 
 

CEO   

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to 
be transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have 
been written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as 
yet no reply has been received. Council decided to 
seek the additional funding required to complete the 
Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Regional Development 

Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured 
and any changes to budget 
are also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet 
received as several queries 
are unable to be answered 
at this stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace 

plastic with calico and charge for the calico bags.
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers
23/06/08 
In Process
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Commence project 
 

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.4 
 
 

 
Cornish Lift 

 
PO 

 
Quote approved 23/11/09. Letter of 
advise and order sent 23/11/09 
Contractor to build 
 

 
 
Complete 
In progress 

 
18/12/09 

 
9.3.1 

 
Relocation Main Street Park Displays 

 
CEO 

 
Copy to Rigby & Cameron 22/12/09 
Works to be undertaken 

 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.3.3 

 
Lease K076047 – Meekatharra Lots 589, 590, 591, 
598, 599 & 600 – Paddy’s Flat 

 
CEO 

 
Email sent 26.05.11 – Renew 
Lease 
Check Status,  
Request freehold 
Await response from Landgate 
 

 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.3.5 

 
Management/Structure Review 

 
CEO 

 
Liaise/advise staff  
Amend/create PD’s & Infopacks 
Recruit new manager 

 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.4.1 

 
Meekatharra Trails Project – Financial Reimbursement 
Mid West Development Commission 

 
CDAO 

 
Advise MWDC & return funds 
Invoice to be sent & funds returned 
Awaiting MWDC Invoice 
 

 
Complete 
In progress 
In progress 

 
18.06.11 

 
9.3.3 

 
Council Policy – Camping allowance amendment 

 
CEO 

 
Email WSM, OO, Payroll 20/6/11 
Letter to crew 24/6/11 
Policy amended 24/6/11 
Distribute amendment 
 

 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.3.1 Annual Leave and Local Government Public Holiday 
Policy 

DCEO Changes made to Payroll Leave 
Records 
Letter sent to outside crew 
informing of change 
Policy distributed to Policy Manual 
Holders 

Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 
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16.07.11 9.6.1 Council Policy – Bituminous Seals CEO/WSM Reword Policy and submit to 

Council 
In Progress 

16.07.11 9.6.2  Council Policy – Crossovers CEO/WSM Update & Distribute Policy In progress 

16.07.11 10.5 New Policy – Councillor Uniforms CEO Print and distribute Policy 
Order uniforms – Svenja 

In progress 
Complete 
 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CEO New report to October Council 
meeting required 

In progress 

17.09.11 10.4 Renovations to Lot 208 Hill Street DCEO Architect to draw plans, tender to 
be written and tenders invited. 
Waiting on architect 

In progress 

15.10.11 9.3.2 Installation of CCTV in Main Street Meekatharra CEO Engage Consultant – rang 20/10/11 
Emailed again27/3/12 - Awaiting on 
consultant to visit 
Advise local police OIC – email 
20/10/11

In progress 
 
 
Complete 

15.10.11 9.3.4 Lloyd’s Shops Main Street Meekatharra CEO 1. Council inspection 
2. Community Consultation 

Complete 
Not started 

19.11.11 10.1 Amendments to the schedule of fees and charges DCEO Staff to provide further options  
 

In progress 
 

21.01.12 9.3.2 Goldfields Highway / National Transport Route / 
Carnarvon Link 

CEO Advised Wiluna CEO of Council 
decision. Email sent 24.01.12 
Wiluna to advise suitable meeting 
time 

In progress 

18.02.12 9.4.3 Location and Financing of Fitness Equipment CDAO/DCEO Amount noted in Budget Review In progress 
 

18.02.12 9.5.1 Meekatharra Cemetery – Cremated Ashes Plot CEO Notice placed on Foyer Notice 
Board and in Midwest Times as per 
LG Act 1995 Section 6.19 Plots 
created at Cemetery 

Complete 

17.03.12 9.4.1 Building Maintenance – Meekatharra Youth Centre CDAO Further information requested by 
CEO from Health and Building 
Supervisor. No further action taken. 

In progress 
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17.03.12 9.4.2 Picture Gardens Maintenance CDAO Informed MWDC of Council support 

for upgrade with a view to seeking 
funds from them. MWDC advised 
that they will keep CDAO updated 
with funding opportunities that arise 
or that can be accessed. CDAO 
has begun researching grant 
opportunities around heritage. 

In progress 

21.04.12 9.2.4 
 

Write Off of Rates Interest Rates Amounts written off as per council 
resolution 

Complete 

21.04.12 9.3.1 Renewal Environment Health Services Consultancy 
Agreement 

DCEO   

21.04.12 9.3.2 Shire Housing – Consultant DCEO   

21.04.12 9.3.3 Royalties for Regions, Country Local Government Fund 
(CLGF), Regional Groups 

CEO Letter to Murchison Shire cc Upper 
Gascoyne 30/4/12 

Complete 

21.04.12 9.3.4 CEO Annual Leave and Appointment of Acting CEO CEO DCEO advised August approved 
Jan 2013 leave to be discussed 

Complete 
In progress 

21.04.12 9.4.1 Donation – Constable Care CDAO Foundation advised – invoice 
received 

Complete 

21.04.12 9.4.2 Request to Support Recognition of Karalundi as a 
Locality 

CDAO/EHO Letter written to CEO and sent 
26.04.12 

Complete 
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21.04.12 9.4.3 Meekatharra Gymnasium CDAO Funding opportunities being 

researched pending Council’s final 
decision at budget time 

In progress 
 

21.04.12 9.5.1 Disposal of Land DCEO Doray advised 23.04.12 
Lease being prepared 

Complete 
In progress 
 

21.04.12 9.5.2 Building Act 2011 – Authorisations DCEO/EHO   

21.4.12 10.1 Road Plant Purchases – Liquidation Offers CEO Offers/bids to be made when 
possible 

In progress 

21.4.12 10.2 Solar Electricity Installations CEO Staff to further research In progress 

   
 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2  FINANCE 

9.2.1   MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED APRIL 30, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on the 

sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that 
month in the following detail – 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional     

purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the 

statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); 
and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing-  
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the statement 

relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local government. 
 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-regulation 
(2), are to be –  

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 
APRIL 30, 2012 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.1 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 14 May 2012 
Author: Krys East  
 Corporate & Development Services Officer   

       
         Signature of Author 
Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer        
  

 Signature Senior Officer 
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(a) presented to the council –  
 (i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to which 

the statement relates; or 
 (ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred to in 

subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 
accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting material 
variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a specific 
purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 
 

Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following the 
end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 

  
That the financial report for the period ending April 30, 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 

COUNCIL 
 

There were no actions that require reporting to Council in April 2012. 
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9.2.2  OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a statement with a reminder 
sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be forwarded onto 
the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to do so. Therefore from time to 
time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off the debt 
incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.2 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 14 May 2012 

Author: Sam Needle  
 Debtors & Creditors   

    Signature of Author 
 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer       

   Signature Senior Officer 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

Moved:  Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for April 30, 2012. 

 
 

CARRIED 6/0
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9.2.3   LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED APRIL 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments 

from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared 
each month showing each account paid since the last such list was prepared – 

 
 (a) the payee’s name; 
 (b) the amount of the payment; 
 (c) the date of the payment; and 
 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 
(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 
 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

  (i) the payee’s name 
  (ii) the amount of the payment; and  
  (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 
(3)  A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 
prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $  1,083,675.31 

    Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $         0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $   2,914.70 

 
 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED APRIL 2012 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.3 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 14 May 2012 

Author: Sam Needle  
 Debtors & Creditors   

    Signature of Author 
Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer       
 

    Signature Senior Officer 
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Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 Moved:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
 Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 

 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.4 2012/2013 DRAFT MANAGEMENT BUDGET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report presents the 2012/13 Draft Management Budget to Council for its consideration 
 
Attachments: 
2012/13 Draft Management Budget – Presented separately 
 
Background: 
Every year Council is required to adopt a budget for that financial year. 
 
Comment: 
The attached budget is the Management Budget for the financial year 2012/2013 and once 
accepted will lead to the production of the Statutory Budget for the same period. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
All Councilors 
All Internal & External Staff 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995 and associated Regulations requires a Local 
Government to prepare and adopt a budget for its Municipal Fund. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
The Annual Budget details all income and expenditure for the forthcoming financial year. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
 

Title/Subject:   2012/2013 DRAFT MANAGEMENT BUDGET  
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.4 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   ADM 0242 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  15 May 2012 
Author:  Krys East 
  Corporate and Development 
  Services Manager                              

     
Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer               

     
Signature Senior Officer  
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Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 

 
 That Council receives the 2012/2013 Draft Management Budget as presented and make any 

additions, deletions or modifications as it sees fit. 
 
Council Resolution: 

  
 Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 

That Council  
 

1. receives the 2012/2013 Draft Management Budget as presented and make any 
additions, deletions or modifications as it sees fit. 

 
2. Pursuant to sections 6.36 and 6.35 of the Local Government Act 1995 approves the 

advertising of the following differential rates and minimums. 
 

 Rate in Dollar Minimum 
Gross Rental Values $11.3000 $275 
UV Mining $18.1039 $275 
UV Pastoral $3.6546 $275 

 
3. Pursuant to section 6.33 (3) of the Local Government Act 1995 authorises staff to seek 

ministerial approval as the proposed UV Mining Rate is more than twice the 
proposed UV Pastoral Rate. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.2.5 ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE SCHEDULE OF FEES & CHARGES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report presents the revised Schedule of Fees and Charges to Council for its consideration. 
 
Attachments: 
Revised Schedule of Fees and Charges 
 
Background: 
The Local Government Act 1995 allows Councils to recoup some costs through the 
implementation of a Schedule of Fees and Charges. 
 
Comment: 
The Schedule of Fees and Charges is included as part of the Statutory Budget and should be 
revised at least annually. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Administration Staff 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 section 6.16 allows for the setting of the Schedule of Fees & 
Charges.  
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The Schedule of Fees and Charges allows Council to recoup some of the costs it incurs while 
performing its functions.  The Schedule of Fees and Charges are adopted as part of the Annual 
Budget 
 
 

Title/Subject:  ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE SCHEDULE OF FEES & 
CHARGES  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.5 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   ADM 0242 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  15 May 2012 
Author:  Krys East 
  Corporate and Development 
  Services Manager                              

   
  Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer               

     
Signature Senior Officer  
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Council reviews the 2012/13 Schedule of Fees and Charges as attached and makes any 
additions, deletions or modifications as it sees fit with the final draft of the 2012/13 Schedule 
of Fees and Charges to be presented to Council for adoptions at its June 2012 meeting. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

9.3.1 CEO REMUNERATION – SUBMISSION (SAT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
For Council information – support recommended. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of Meekatharra’s submission to SAT 
Copy of a letter from SAT – 1 March 2012 
Copy of email from SAT 10 May 2012 
Copy of letter from Vince Catania MLA undated 
Copy of SAT Report 2011 under section 7A of the Salaries and Allowances Act 1975 
 
Background: 
Through the history of Local Government in WA, Councils and Road Boards have had full power 
to set the salary package for the Secretary/Clerk/CEO. 
 
On Wednesday 7 March 2012 the Local Government Amendment Bill 2011 completed its passage 
through parliament.  Part of this bill amend Section 5.39 of the Act and provides that “a CEO is to 
be paid or provided with such remuneration as is determined by the Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal …” 
 
The provision does not apply to CEO’s who were already employed at the time the bill was read 
into parliament on 19 October 2011. 
 
Comment: 
This amendment will have a significant impact on a number of WA Councils, Meekatharra 
included. 
 
Meekatharra’s defined package to the CEO is currently $20,000 to $30,000 above the current 
maximum SAT level – Band 2 - $126,980 - $172,502. 
 
The Shire President and CEO have therefore made a submission to the SAT proposing an increase 
for Meekatharra from Band 2 to Band 4.  A copy of the submission is attached. 
 
WALGA and the LGMA have lobbied strongly against this amendment. 
 

Title/Subject:   CEO REMUNERATION - SUBMISSION (SAT) 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.1 
Applicant:   SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES TRIBUNAL (SAT)  
File Ref:   ADM 134 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  15 May 2012 
Author:   Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer                

    Signature Senior Officer 
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It is interesting to note that the SAT have engaged Mercer Australia to “conduct a work value 
assessment of a number of CEO positions” – Meekatharra included.  A cynic may wonder what 
this will cost the State Government?  
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995  
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Impacts CEO’s salary component 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Potential to affect the sustainability of Council’s current organisational wage structure and 
Council’s ability to attract and retain suitable CEO’s and other employees 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 

 
That Council supports the Shire President and CEO’s action in making a submission to the 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal proposing an increase from Band 2 (126,980 - $172,502) to 
Band 4 ($150,939 - $204,845) for the Meekatharra’s CEO total reward package.   
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.2  2012/2013 COUNCILLOR SITTING FEES AND PRESIDENT & DEPUTY 
PRESIDENT ALLOWANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report makes a recommendation on Councillor sitting fees and the President’s and Deputy 
President’s allowance 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
The Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 give 
an entitlement to elected members of a sitting fee for attending Council and Committee meetings.  
This fee can be set between a minimum of $60.00 and a maximum of $140.00 ($120.00 to $280 
for the President) for Council meetings and a minimum of $30.00 to a maximum of $70.00 for all 
Councillors appointed to a Committee. 
 
The Presidential allowance can be an amount from a minimum of $600.00 to a maximum of 
$12,000.00 or 0.02% of the Local Government’s operating revenues whichever is the greater 
amount but not more than $60,000.  The Deputy Presidents allowance can be no more than 25% of 
the Presidents allowance. 
 
The policy for travel allowance was amended at the May 20, 2011 Ordinary Council meeting to 
allow Council to set the Travel Allowance without restrictions and links to any awards.  
 
Comment: 
Currently Council has endorsed sitting fees of $120.00 per Councillor and $240.00 for the 
President per meeting and $30.00 per Councillor per Committee meeting.  Currently Council has 
set a per Km rate of 100 cents/km for travel allowance.  
Currently the Presidents allowance is set at $8,000 and the Deputy Presidents allowance at $2,000. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

Title/Subject:  2012/2013 COUNCILLOR SITTING FEES AND 
PRESIDENT& DEPUTY PRESIDENT ALLOWANCE  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.2 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   ADM 0254 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  15 May 2012 
Author:  Krys East 
  Corporate and Development 
  Services Manager                              

    
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer 

                                                                 
    Signature Senior Officer 
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Statutory Environment: 
Section 5.98 & 5.98A of the Local Government Act 1995 
Regulation 30 & 33 of the Local Government (Administration) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Council sitting fees, travel allowance and President’s / Deputy President’s allowances will be 
included in the 2012/13 budget at the endorsed levels 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
Council endorse the following sitting fees: 
 

Council Meetings - Councillor $ 120 
 - President $ 240 

Committee Meetings - All $ 30 
Presidents Allowance  $ 8000 
Deputy Presidents Allowance  $ 2000 
Travel Allowance  100 Cents/Km

 
CARRIED 6/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.3.3 COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2012/13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report lists the schedule of Council and Committee meeting dates for 2012/2013. 
 
Attachments: 
2012/13 Meeting Dates. 
 
Background: 
Once in every 12 month period, Council is required to set and advertise locally its meeting dates 
for the next 12 months. 
 
Comment: 
Attached are the proposed meeting dates for the next 12 months.  As last year, all full Council 
meetings are to commence at 9:30am on the 3rd Saturday of the month with the following 
exceptions: 
-  September meeting to be held on the 4th Saturday to allow enough time for staff to prepare 

financial reports 
-  December meeting which will commence at 2:00pm on the 3rd Friday of the month. 
 
The Health, Building & Town Planning Committee meetings will be held on the Wednesday of the 
week prior to the full Council meeting and will start at 5:00pm., with the exception of the July 
2012 and September 2012 meetings which will be held two Wednesdays before the full meeting of 
Council commencing at 5:00pm. The Audit Committee will be called as and when required. 
 
An option that Council might want to consider is not holding a meeting in January of any given 
year.  This is a normal practice at many other Councils as it allows Councillors and Staff an 
opportunity to have a break over the Christmas / New Year’s period.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
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Statutory Environment: 
Section 5.25 (1) (g) of the Local Government Act 1995 
Section12 of the Local Government (Administration) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
 Seconded: Cr RK Howden 

 
That the attached list of meeting dates for 2012/2013 be adopted and their advertising be 
authorised. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 
SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS 

 
JULY 2012 TO JUNE 2013 

 
 

ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 
All meetings commence at 9:30am 

(except December meeting which commences at 2:00pm) 
 

All Meetings are to be held in Council Chambers located at the corner Main & Savage 
Streets, Meekatharra 

 
Saturday, 21 July 2012 

Saturday, 18 August 2012 
Saturday, 22 September 2012 

Saturday, 20 October 2012 
Saturday, 17 November 2012 

Friday, 14 December 2012 
Saturday, 19 January 2013 
Saturday, 16 February 2013 

Saturday, 16 March 2013 
Saturday, 20 April 2013 
Saturday, 18 May 2013 
Saturday, 15 June 2013 

 
 

HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING COMMITEE 
All meetings commence at 5:00pm 

 
All Meetings are to be held in Council Chambers located at the corner Main & Savage 

Streets, Meekatharra 
 

Wednesday, 4 July 2012 
Wednesday, 8 August 2012

Wednesday, 5 September 2012 
Wednesday, 10 October 2012
Wednesday, 7 November 2012 
Wednesday, 5 December 2012 
Wednesday, 9 January 2013 
Wednesday, 6 February 2013 

Wednesday, 6 March 2013 
Wednesday, 10 April 2013 
Wednesday, 8 May 2013 
Wednesday, 5 June 2013 

 
 

AUDIT COMMITEE 
Meetings will be called as needed. 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION EVENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Community Development/Administration Officer seeks input from Council as to an 
appropriate event for recognising the good work of volunteers within the Meekatharra 
Community. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
2012 National Volunteer week is being held from May 14th through until May 20th. The 
Community Development/Administration Officer would like to hold an event in lieu of this week 
to recognise the contribution of volunteers to the Meekatharra Community. There are many 
individuals in Meekatharra who give up their time to support various organisations, committees, 
events and services which are vital in ensuring the social health of the community. These groups 
include: 
 

 St John Ambulance Meekatharra 
 FESA Meekatharra 
 SES Meekatharra 
 Meeka FM 
 Meekatharra Golf Club 
 Meekatharra Rifle Club 
 Meekatharra Race Club 
 Meekatharra Speedway Club 
 Meekatharra Community Resource Centre Committee Members 
 Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service Committee Members 
 Meekatharra Festival Management Committee 
 Meekatharra Animal Wildlife Rescue 
 Shire of Meekatharra Councillors 
 Meekatharra Youth Centre Volunteers 
 Kids After Dark 

Title/Subject:   VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION EVENT 
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An event to recognise these individuals commitment to the community is long overdue and 
important in ensuring they are retained by the various organisations, committees and services 
listed above. 
 
Comment: 
There are a number of options that could be pursued in regards to holding an event to recognise 
volunteer contributions to the community. Two options are suggested below. 
 
Option 1 
 
A brunch held on a Saturday or Sunday morning in the month of June at the Sports Complex. The 
cost to Council would be approximately $600 and involve catering for brunch for example - 
bacon, eggs, sausages, tomatoes, bread etc.  
 
Option 2 
 
A sundowner held at the Meekatharra Shire Hall on a Friday evening in the month of June from 
6pm – 8pm. The cost to Council for this event would be approximately $1200 and include catering 
for finger food, beer, wine and soft drink. 
 
There is currently $4226.81 remaining in the 2011/12 budget for Community Development 
Activity expenditure. The costs incurred in relation to a volunteer recognition event could be 
covered through this account. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
2011/12 Budget 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Simple Majority  
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council endorses the Community Development/Administration Officer to proceed to 
recognise volunteer contributions to the community of Meekatharra. 
 

1. A weekend brunch at the Sports Complex 
2. A Friday evening Sundowner at the Shire Hall or 
3. Suggest an alternative appropriate event. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MAY 19, 2012 
Page 107 

 
Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 
 Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 

That Council endorses the Community Development/Administration Officer to proceed to 
recognise volunteer contributions to the community of Meekatharra by organising a Friday 
evening Sundowner at the Shire Hall. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.4.2 REQUEST FOR OVERNIGHT STAY AT THE MEEKATHARRA SPORTS 
COMPLEX 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
9.4.1 DONATION - MEEKATHARRA RIFLE CLUB INC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Dan Gridley, the event organiser for the Postie Bike Challenge, has written to Council requesting 
complimentary use of the Meekatharra Sporting Complex o the evening of September 5th during 
their 2012 efforts to fundraise money for Rotary. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of the letter received 11th May 2012 
 
Background: 
Following the great success of 10 previous Postie Bike Challenges, another event is planned which 
includes an overnight stop in Meekatharra on Wednesday 5th September 2012.  The participants 
and support crew taking part in the Postie Bike Challenge would like to apply for permission to 
have complementary access to the Sporting complex (kitchen, showers, and toilets) and oval for 
camping for approximately 60 to 70 people. 
  
The 2012 event runs from Perth to Broome. The challenge is designed as an adventure of a 
lifetime with a major goodwill objective. Riders donate their motorcycles to Rotary at the 
completion of the event.   Since 2002, over $500,000 worth of bikes has been donated to date and 
over $250,000 has been injected directly into community groups. The event does not raise direct 
donations on route.  Rather, the riders themselves commit to donating funds and/or their 
motorcycle to the event benefactor at the conclusion.  The crew includes volunteer support drivers 
and mechanics.   
 
Where available, the group invites service and community groups to provide catering as a means 
of injecting funds into the local community.   The group will be seeking catering (dinner, breakfast 
and packed lunch) for approximately 6 0to70 people and will approach local community groups 
wishing to raise money through catering. 
 
The riders will arrive in town mid-afternoon on Wednesday September 5th and depart early on the 
next morning. They will make contact with various community groups leading up to the event. 
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Comment: 
On the 8th of August 2011 Council allowed members of the Carnarvon Lions Club raising money 
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, as part of a smaller Postie Bike Challenge, to stay overnight 
free of charge at the Meekatharra Sporting Complex. 
 
The Postie Bike Challenge planned for September 2012 is a fundraising event on a much larger 
scale. This event has the potential of instilling funds in to the community for any group willing to 
put the time and effort in to providing catering for the group. The challenge also has the potential 
to provide positive media coverage for the Community of Meekatharra and provide funds for 
Rotary which would be seen as a good thing. 
 
Council does not waive its fees and charges for hire of facilities. In this instance as camping is not 
generally permitted at the complex there are no fees and charges associated with overnight use of 
the facility. Given the circumstances, Council may consider allowing free overnight use of the 
facility. 
 
Consultation: 
Nil 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield  
 Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 
For Council consideration:  
 
That Council allows free overnight use of the Meekatharra Sports Complex (including 
camping) for the Postie Bike Challenge participants and support crew on Wednesday 5th 
September 2012.  
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING  

 
9.6 WORKS AND SERVICES 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister  
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
9.6.1 TENDERS CONCRETE WORKS MT CLERE ROAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council may now consider awarding a contract for concrete works on Mt Clere Road. 
 
[CONFIDENTIAL CONTENT] 
 

 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the meeting be opened to the public. 

 
CARRIED 6/0  
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10  NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION 
OF THE MEETING 

  
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
That the urgent new business be discussed. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 

10.1 MATERIAL VARIANCE FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING PURPOSES 

10.1 MATERIAL VARIANCE FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING PURPOSES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report recommends the adoption of Material Variance’s for Financial Reporting purposes for 
the 2012/2013 financial year. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
At least once every financial year Council is to adopt a material variance percentage and/or dollar 
amount that is then used in reporting material variances in the subsequent financial statements  
 
Comment: 
Council since 2008/2009 have been using a dual material variance reporting limit of 10% or 
$10,000.  This allows for small and immaterial variances to be ignored.  
 
For example, if there was a budgeted amount of $8,000 for swimming pool entrance fees equating 
to a monthly budget of $1,000 and the pool was only receipting $900 per month then we would 
have to report, as part of the financial statement, a material variance as the pool income was under 

Title/Subject:  MATERIAL VARIANCE FOR FINANCIAL 
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budget by 10%.  However with the “or $10,000” rider, this variance would be deemed as not a 
material variance, which, taken as part of the budget as a whole, it isn’t. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Accounting Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, reg 34 (5) 
Accounting Standard - AASB 1031 - Materiality 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 

 
That Council adopts a material variance limit of 10% or $10,000 for the 2012/2013 financial 
year. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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10.2 ALCOHOL PROBLEMS - MEEKATHARRA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Dr Teresa Tierney has written to Council offering a number of suggestions, concerning alcohol 
issues, for consideration.  Dr Tierney states that she is a “Fly in Fly out” General Practitioner 
working on average one week per month in Meekatharra over the past three years.   
 
Attachments: 
Copy of letter from Dr Tierney 1 May 2012 (received 10/5/12) including copy of letter to Vince 
Catania MLA (30/7/11) 
 
Background: 
All Councillors live in Meekatharra and are therefore, most likely, very aware of the background 
and the extent of issues raised by Dr Tierney. 
 
Comment: 
Dr Tierney makes some interesting observations and raises some valid ideas. 
 
Some of the suggestions are already being done by the Shire and the responsible Government 
agencies.  Some suggestions are beyond the capacity and/or authority of the Shire and locally 
based agencies.  Some suggestions, or lobbying to their effect, may be worthy of Council 
consideration.    
 
Some of Dr Tierney’s statements and assumptions as to what is happening or not happening in 
Meekatharra are inaccurate. 
 
Staff were not aware that RFDS and the Department of Indigenous Affairs had applied for funding 
to run a 1 year Alcohol and Drugs pilot program in Meeka or that it “would complement initiatives 
by the Shire.” 
 
Council may wish to consider the following options; a reply to Dr Tierney; inviting Dr Tierney to 
meet with Council; referring the letter to the Meekatharra Human Services Managers Group for 
their consideration; and/or taking action on some, or all, of Dr Tierney’s suggestions. 
 
Consultation: 
Nil 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 

Title/Subject:   ALCOHOL PROBLEMS - MEEKATHARRA 
Agenda/Minute Number:  10.2 
Applicant:   Dr Teresa Tierney    
File Ref:   ADM 302 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  18 May 2012 
Author:   Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer                

    Signature Senior Officer 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MAY 19, 2012 
Page 115 

 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Potential budget ramifications if implementing any suggestions from Dr Tierney 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation:  
 
For Council Consideration 
 
Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr PS Clancy 
 Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
 That Council invite Dr Tierney to meet with Council, preferably prior to a Council meeting 

on Saturday at 9:00 am to discuss concerns and issues raised in her letter regarding alcohol 
problems in Meekatharra. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 
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10.3 CASUAL GYM USE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report requests Councils consideration to providing a gym fee for Fly In – Fly Out workers. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter received from Susan Matheson, a dental nurse at Meekatharra Dental Clinic 
 
Background: 
Council prior to 2009/2010 had a daily and weekly fee in the Schedule of Fees and Charges for the 
hire of the gym.  During the revision of Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges in 2009/2010 
Council discussed the extra administration involved in dealing with short term gym use i.e. daily 
and weekly and decided to no longer offer short term hire. 
 
Comment: 
Since then staff have received requests from potential gym users for a daily or weekly hire.  Some 
like Susan Matheson would use the gym on a regular basis but are only in town for a short period 
once a month (in Susan’s case for a week).   
 
Whilst there is no denying that having both daily and weekly hire of the gym does indeed create 
more work for staff and is harder to control, in the interest of promoting health for those people 
who do attend Meekatharra for regular short periods, some options are available. When you take 
into account the $200 key bond that is required, only serious users would consider taking the daily 
or weekly option and if a request for weekly use was required in writing this would prevent those 
that would waste staff time from applying. 
 
One method could be staff implementing procedures where the user pays the key bond and the 
weekly upfront fee and picks the key up from the shire office and returns it after the week.  The 
bond could be retained by staff until the user no longer wishes to use this facility. 
 
 Another option, which would be suitable in Susan’s circumstance would be to charge Susan for 
the year in advance (pro-rata based on the monthly charge) and Susan retains the key for the entire 
period.  This would be the easiest from an administration perspective.   
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Consultation: 
Roy McClymont 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Increased revenue for Gym fees 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 

 
That Council agree to Susan Matheson’s request to use the gym for a week a month.  To 
keep administration costs to a minimum, the key bond and payment is to be paid up front 
with a year in advance (pro-rata based on the monthly charge as set in Councils Schedule of 
Fees and Charges) and Susan is to retain the key for the yearly period.   
 
Furthermore Council authorise Staff to undertake further research into finding a viable low 
administration method of providing short term gym use to patrons. 
 
Council Resolution: 

 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 
 
Council resolved to advise Susan Matheson that Council will continue to charge for use of 
the Meeka Gym in accordance with the adopted Schedule of Fees and Charges. 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation  
 
The current low costs of the gym fees in the adopted Schedule of Fees and Charges does not 
warrant giving exemptions to any users for shorter periods.  Council has kept the Gym use 
fees at a relatively low rate in order to maximize access and use of the Gym by residents and 
visitors.  Current charges equate to only $1.00 or less a day.  In order to be able to offer this 
service at such a low cost to the community it is necessary to keep expenses down and by 
offering fees for daily or weekly options this would increase administration costs.  
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11  ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 

Nil 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting closed at 10:50 am. 


