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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 9.30am. 
 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting 
 

Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 
 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr T R Hutchinson (Shire President) 
Cr N L Trenfield (Deputy Shire President) 
Cr J E Burgemeister 
Cr A G Burrows 
Cr A B Downing 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont Chief Executive Officer 
Cameron Watson Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
Apologies 
Cr H Nichols 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Cr R Howden 
 
Observers 
Nil 
 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 Nil 
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5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
That Councillor J E Burgemeister is granted a leave of absence for October Meeting. 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 

CARRIED 5/0 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD AUGUST 16, 2008 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr N L Trenfield 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, August 16, 2008 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
Nil 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2008 
 
Construction Projects –Wiluna North / Neds Creek Road 
 
The construction crew will complete the re-sheeting and mixing of Bluestone to 
complement the powdery gravel over a length of 5.00 kilometres. Coarse limestone 
sheeting will also be completed on the newly formed sections on the 2 new road 
alignments through the flat prior to the council meeting on the 20th September 2008. 
A bore has been put down at the 70.00 s.l.k. mark and is making water with the pump 
running almost on a continual basis. This has allowed the construction crew the bonus 
of at least partially waterbinding the materials so that some compaction is achieved 
whilst the plant is at this location.  
 
 
Marymia Road – Capital Works Project 2008-09 Council Funded 
 
Construction on Marymia road is complete additional humps have been installed to 
improve drainage also gravel re-sheeting has been completed over sections of badly 
washed areas during heavy rains in February 2008 over sections over of 40 kilometres 
in length, which has been brought up to a reasonable standard. Road materials carted 
onto the road with the scraper will require some rain to consolidate the running surface 
which remains loose at this present stage because of the dry conditions.   
  
 
Ashburton Downs Road – Manganese Mining Contractors PMI - Road Condition 
Report and preventative maintenance of road 
 
As council is aware Process Minerals Incorporated are currently carting manganese 
from Peak Hill mine. Sub contractors with Road Trains towing quad trailers and 
carting low grade manganese over a distance of 65 kilometres on Ashburton Downs to 
reach Great Northern Highway. 
Discussions have been held with PMI Management and council staff in relation to PMI 
Management supplying a grader to maintain the gravel road, also to supply suitable 
water trucks to dampen down the road to help stabilize the material on the length of 
road used which is showing signs of blowing out in isolated areas and becoming very 
corrugated because of the sheer weight and volumes of truck traffic. 
 
Works Services Manager has had discussions with PMI Management at the mine site in 
relation to the 60 kilometre / hour speed limit imposed on all trucks contracted to PMI 
by council. All contractors have been put on notice regarding the speed on Ashburton 
Downs Road by PMI Management. It had been more noticeable after downloading of 
the Traffic Data information approximately 2/3rds of the trucks were travelling over 
the speed limit imposed by council in either direction. Inspections will continue on the 
road in relation to the speed and condition of the road by council’s Works Services 
Manager. 
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PMI have set up huge pumps at the Yalga-Jinna bore site, and are watering the full 
length of the road with 2 x trucks, one being a semi tanker and the other a road train 
configuration this will allow enough water to be applied to the road over a longer 
distance to hold the material together and stop the corrugations from continually 
forming. PMI have also engaged a grader to carry out maintenance on the worst 
effected areas as and when required. 
 
PMI management have suggested they will be towing 2 x huge scraper tyres behind the 
contract trucks in and out to level corrugations as required. This will only include the 
road section from Yalga Jinna turnoff to the PMI mine site entrance. I believe this 
method is much better than grading continuously which eventually will cause the road 
to break up even more, the less the base course is disturbed by the grader the better the 
chance we have of holding the road together during the dry summer months with the 
heavy vehicles using this section of road. 
 
 
Town Crew 
 
 We currently have 2 x permanent staff members working within the town site and 
surrounding areas. We also have 3 staff members from Yulella when available 
completing some part time work to help out when required in the afternoon for 3 hours 
maximum, at this stage they are engaged cleaning up overgrown streets and vacant 
blocks within the townsite.  
 
 
Maintenance Grading 
 
Michael Walley has completed a maintenance grade of Woodlands Road from 
Ashburton Downs almost to the Ashburton boundary. This will improve the road 
condition for station owners and contractors to carry stock to and from the properties. 
Michael will also grade from Mulgul to the manganese mine on the way back to town 
before starting the maintenance work on Landor Road in readiness for the Landor races 
in October. The scraper re-sheeting project will commence at Koonmarra Road and 
continue west covering the sharp rocks, which are exposed causing hazardous driving 
conditions.  
  
 
Isuzu Fire Truck – Council permission required 
 
There has been a request from Brian O’Dwyer for council’s Isuzu Fire Truck to be in 
attendance for the duration of the Landor races over the long weekend in October 2008. 
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Meekatharra Rodeo – Council permission required 
 
Supply 2 x semi water trucks / tankers to be made available by council for the long 
weekend during the Meekatharra festival to dampen down materials as required. 
 
 
Plant Report 
 
All plant is operating efficiently and there are no major breakdowns to report. 
Scheduled services will be carried out when due, and all plant will have minor work 
carried out as required. Any major problems with plant will be repaired immediately 
within consultation with council’s contract mechanic and Works Services Manager. 

 
Allen Kent 
Works & Services Manager 
 
08/09/2008 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the Works & Services Manager’s report for August 2008 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – AUGUST 2008 
 
Mechanic’s Report 
Scheduled maintenance services have been completed on plant as listed. 
 
P114 CAT D6N DOZER – D6N Dozer pins and bushes on blade have been removed 
and cleaned so that grease can get through to protect wear points. 
 
P348 CAT 950 LOADER - carried out full service. 
 
P356 MULTI TYRED ROLLER - carried out full service and carried out repairs to 
broken engine mounts. 
 
P354 UD NISSAN PRIME MOVER - carried out repairs to power take off drive 
system & changed out hydraulic pressure control valve. 
 
P358 CAT 12H CONSTRUCTION GRADER – Carried out full 250 hour service. 
 
P349 VOLVO GRADER – Carried out full 500 hour service on.  
 
Allen Kent 
 
Works Services Manager 
Shire of Meekatharra 
 
 
08/09/2008 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the Plant Mechanic’s report for August 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2008 
 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
As has been mentioned in previous reports and expected for some time, the big crash 
has finally arrived with a huge decrease in aircraft calling into Meeka for fuel. 
 
The sealing and upgrading of Nifty runway to cater for F100 Fokker jets and the 
current work being done on Woodi Woodi runway to also cater for jets has taken the 
requirement of fuel stops in Meekatharra out of Network Aviation’s program. 
 
There has also been a reduction in Skippers requirements for fuel as the mine at Fitzroy 
Crossing has closed down costing us 4 landings and approx 5,000 litres of Jet fuel per 
week. 
 
Overall, our Jet fuel sales are 50% down on August last year and only about 50% of the 
average monthly sales that we have been achieving over the last 4 years so it looks as 
though this will be the norm until other mines open up etc. 
 
This sharp decrease of aircraft over 10,000 kg’s landing at Meekatharra will have a 
huge effect on the landing fee revenue. 
 
    August 2008  August 2007   
   
General Aircraft Landed: 176   196    
   
Avgas Fuel Sold:  28,279 litres  32601 litres   
  
Jet Fuel Sold:   46,366 litres  91014 litres   
  
Total Fuel Sold  74,645 litres  123,705 litres  
 
  
 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Due to the old Airport tractor being out of service for some time, waiting for parts, I 
have had to postpone the usual slashing and  runway sweeping program that occurs at 
this time of the year. 
 
Other work completed includes: 
 
• General weeding mowing of lawns, garden maintenance. 
• General maintenance of facilities and equipment 
• Painting of all the marker cones and gables around the light aircraft parking area. 
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• Tidy up of the workshop compound yard. 
• Quarterly runway light service and maintenance was also completed. 
 
Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 
• The 09/27 runway shoulders are scheduled for a re-seal. The outer sections of this 

runway are also stripping due to the age of the bitumen. I believe that an 
enrichment seal (fog spray) to the affected area would be a very quick and 
economical solution to this problem and would also liven up the old seal. The 
centre section of the runway is holding up well with no sign of undue stone loss.   
The taxiway is badly cracked on the outer sections and requires rectification before 
resealing can be done. 

(A RADS grant of $100,000 to be matched by $100,000 of Council funds has been 
received for this work and currently waiting for Works Supervisor to meet with me to 
get things underway.  I believe we will need to engage a technical consultant to draw 
up the scope of works and program manage the job) 
 
 
Annual AirBP Compliance Audit. 
 
The annual audit of AirBP was carried out during August by the Network Operations 
Manager for WA. 
 
The attached copy shows that the Facility is being Managed to a high standard and 
AirBp are very happy with the agreement. 
 
Planning is in its final stage for an upgrade of the AirBP facility, which hopefully will 
be completed before the end of the year. 
 
Changes that will have an impact on the operations will include a self serve bowser for 
the dispensing of Avgas fuel.  This will mean pilots will be fuelling their own  piston 
engine aircraft and will take approx 80 fuellings a month from the airport manager.  It 
will also mean that weekend and after hours fuellings will almost be non-existent as 
well as a reduction of approx $10,000 per year in “call out” fees collected by the 
refueller.  
 
 
CASA Part 99 (New regulations) 
 
You may have recently heard or seen information about the introduction of Drug and 
Alcohol Management Plans (DAMPs) to the aviation industry.  Under the new CASA 
regulations, each DAMP organization will be required to develop and implement a 
Drug and Alcohol Management Plan. 
 
In order to help organizations develop these plans, CASA will facilitate a number of 
educational and training activities in September and October.  These activities will 
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include presentations aimed at both individuals and organizations outlining CASA’s 
approach and stakeholder responsibilities under Part 99 and will include Medical 
Review Officer (MRO) certification courses. 
 
It is suggested that someone attends or participates in one of these training activities to 
assist the airport owner (Shire) in developing the DAMP. 
 
A technical workshop will also be held on the subject during the annual Australian 
Airports Association (AAA) National Convention to be held in Perth during October. 
 
 
General Summary: 
 
With the down turn in aircraft traffic, I will have more time to concentrate on general 
airport operations and maintenance as well as the never ending clerical and 
administrative duties that are required of the position. 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
  
12th September 2008 
 
 

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That the Airport Managers report for August 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.4 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – AUGUST 2008 
 
Open hours. 
 
The Youth Centre has been focusing more this month on sporting activities for the 
whole community. Thus allowing us to try and integrate more family connection time 
and the ability to function as a sole team. I feel this is slowly getting there, and if 
nothing else everyone is getting fit. 
 
 
Indoor cricket. 
 
This venture has come to a close this month, as there are no willing bodies to rock up 
and play. As people have come to me at the end of this month (literary the last 5 days) 
asking to re-open cricket, hopefully there will be enough interested people to start up 
again next month. 
 
 
Basketball with Karalundi. 
 
Wednesday night basketball has seen only a couple of weeks this month, due to turn 
over in staff at Karalundi and also rain. This is sill an ongoing sport comp when 
Karalundi can make it, and when they can’t, the youth of meekatharra are still keen to 
play each other. 
 
 
Netball 
 
This has proven to be a great success with a mass turn out of the community. It is 
fantastic to see that adults and children in direct competition with each other, and 
taking their wins and losses graciously, and that they can also play as a unit when 
needed.  
 
Anthony Lloyd 
12/08/2008 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Youth Officers report for August 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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 9.1.5 RANGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2008 
 
Ranger Services: 
 

I have attended Meekatharra on three occasions – (3 and 4 August), (15, 16, 17 August) 
and (25 and 26 August.)  In total, 16 dogs have been either seized or trapped and then 
destroyed. 

3 and 4 August -2 seized, 3 caught in traps. 

15, 16, 17 August -3 seized, 4 caught in traps 

25 and 26 August -4 unregistered dogs trapped and destroyed. Also 1 cat destroyed 
 

The traps are proving effective in helping to catch unregistered dogs. 

 

 

Peter Smith 

15 September 2008 

 

 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Rangers report for August 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are presented 
to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter written to funding agencies 
 
Letter written to Dept Land Information 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request 
Minister for Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no 
objections to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 3917, 
Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water Pipe 
Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 
objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 

 
Complete 
In progress 
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CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be 
interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on 
Lot 922. 

have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

      
18/11/06 9.3.4 Domestic Violence Service 

Council advise Minister for Family & Children’s Services that it 
does not have the capacity to continue as Service Provider for 
Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service.  This 
service will cease at the latest 30/09/07 
Council also to suggest the Minister investigate legal capacity 
of LG Authorities to act as Service Providers under these types 
of agreements. 

CEO/ 
CDAO/CDSM

 
 
Letter sent to Minister (DCD) 27/11/06 
 
CEO to liaise with DCD towards 
termination of agreement. 
Agreement apparently terminated 
1/12/07.  

 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure 
that Council and community groups who store items on the 
reserves can continue to do so with unrestricted access and 
also to ensure that Council secures the necessary access for 
the Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised 
lease be presented to Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. 
The works could be done by our own staff or could be 
subcontracted out.  

CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew 
 

will be 
completed 
with other 
Capital 
works in 
2008-09 
 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply 
has been received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Lotterywest will not transfer 

the funds and monies have 
been returned. Another grant 
application will be submitted in 
June.  

- Regional Development 
Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 

Unsuccessful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have 
requested 
funds be 
released 
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also submitted.   
- Regional Infrastructure 

Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are unable 
to be answered at this stage.  

 
 
Up Grade to 
be given 

      
17/3/07 9.3.3 Adoption of Local Laws 

As our local laws range from 1916 to 1998 in age Council 
decided to repeal them all and make new ones. Public 
comment was advertised for and as there was no submissions 
after the expiry date this process was commenced in March 
2005. Due to anticipated changes to local laws by the 
Department of Local Government and Regional Development, 
Council resolved to ‘let the matter lay’ until these changes were 
finalised 

CDSM/ 
CEO 

Repeal, Property, Thoroughfares 
Public Places Trading, Dog, Cemetery 
& Bush Fire gazetted, advertised, 
letters sent etc etc 
 
Health Laws; make amendments 
requested by Health Dept, send back 
for signature, gazette etc etc 
 
Standing Orders awaiting changes to 
model laws. 

Complete 
 
 
 
 
In progress 
 
 
 
In progress 

      
16/02/08  Cemetery Plaque CDSM / AA Contacted Glen, approve proof of 

plaque. 
 
To be installed by local contractor 
 

Plaque 
received 
24.04.08 
In progress 

      
15/03/08 10.1.1 Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 

Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

CEO/WSM CEO to discuss details of this proposal 
with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 
writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

On hold 

      
17/05/08 9.6.1 Judal- Mileura rd section 

Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Preferred link 
Between the shires 

CEO/ WSM Mr Walsh be advised of this decision 
 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

Complete 
19.05.08 
 
In process 
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17/05/08 10.1.2 Development of Leased land on Airport – RFDS 

Approve the development. 
EHSO Approve Building licence 

Approval of the Office of Transport 
Security in regards to the fence. 

In Process 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic with 

calico and charge for the calico bags. 
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers 
Commence project 

23/06/08 
In Process 

      
19/07/08 9.2.5 Investment of Reserve Funds with the Bank of Queensland  

Investigate using a Financial Adviser. 
CDSM Invest funds 

 
Investigate a Financial Adviser 

Done 
23/7/08 
In progress 

      
19/07/08 9.4.1 Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-painting the 

tanks 
CDAO Enquiries to the water corp in regard 

repainting the welcome sign and 
clearing under growth. 
Painting a welcome sign on the south 
tank. 

In Progress 

      
19/07/08 9.6.1 Main Roads – Integrated service arrangements. Receive 

information and authorise staff to provide the required costing 
information to Main Roads 

WSM/CEO  In Progress 

      
16/08/08 9.3.1 Donation – Meeka school of the air P&C. 

Council donate $375 to the S.O.T.A. to assist with the 
purchase of grad books along with two of “Meeka the gold 
beyond the rivers”. 

CEO Raise cheque 
 
Post cheque and books 

Email 
18/8/08 

16/08/08 9.3.2 Red Sand Box – That Council advise Frontier Services that 
clause 7.2 of the current agreement covers use of the centre 
for purposes other than child care and  
that Frontier Services should continue to operate in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement. 
 

CEO Advise frontier Services of the clause 
and that they should continue to 
operate in Accordance of the 
agreement 

Letter 
18/8/08 

      
16/08/08 9.3.3 Donation – Dept of Education & Training 

That Council advise the Department of Education and 
Training Mid West District Education Office that it will not be 
contributing to towards the VET Top Student Awards 2008 on 
this occasion. 
 

CEO Letter  Letter 
18/8/08 
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16/08/08 9.5.1 Leases – Valuations & General 

Change airport leases to match the valuations except the 
RFDS  

CEO/ Rates  Complete 

      
16/08/08 9.6.1 Wiluna North Rd – Water Bores 

to establish two water bores on Wiluna North Road at approx 
the 65 SLK and 94 SLK at an estimated cost of $20,000. 
 

WSM/ CEO  Complete 

      
16/08/08 10.1.1 Ashburton Downs Rd – Heavy Haulage 

Council requires PMI to take certain measure to protect the 
road. 

WSM PMI are informed of the measures Letter faxed 
18/8/08 

      
16/08/08 10.1.2 Sustainability – “The Journey” – WALGA Final Draft Report 

Cr Downing and Cr Bergemeister to attend the Forum if 
circumstances permit. 

 Councillors to advise the CEO of any 
issues that they wish to have 
discussed at the Forum by 8 
September 2008 at latest and the 
CEO is to raise, with WALGA, any 
other issues he deems necessary. 
 

Complete 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 
Page 29 

 
The following tasks and projects have been identified by staff and Councillors  
as being important to be addressed in the short term in order to bring Council up to date 
with compliance, governance and general sound management principles.   

     
Priority Tasks/projects to be done Status   

5 Assets - stocktake assets and create procedure to manage major and minor assets In progress 

5 Auditing Review scope of current financial audit Not started 

1 Buildings create 10 year maintenance and new building program  Started 

2 Cemeteries - review facilities and upgrade - eg. interment of  ashes  Not started 

  Code of conduct - Review within 12 months of each election Started 

1 Employment Contracts/letters - review and change to Workplace Agreements as req'd  In progress 

5 Employee start up and termination procedures create checklist In progress 

1 Evacuation plans - signs etc create/review Not started 

1 First aid kits and training - review  In progress 

3 Fuel use, procurement and systems for monitoring - review and update systems as reqd In progress 

5 Gravel pit reinstatement In progress 

5 Health - mosquito - create full researched plan Not started 

5 Interpretive centre planning, procurement, title, funding etc etc etc Started 

1 Lease Reserves 40845, 40847 - formalise & legalise lease In progress 

1 Local laws - enact new ones In progress 

2 Heritage - Municipal Inventory - Review In progress 

1 Occ health and safety compliance - review and ensure compliance In progress 

4 Plant maintenance - training of operators and management On going 

5 Property addressing - clear numbers on houses/curbs formalise with DLI and implement. In progress 

  Public Safety Check Lists for playgrounds, BMX track etc create & set procedures In progress 

5 Recruitment and induction procedures - review, create, improve In progress 

1 Review Community Development - Create Plan for Future then review structure In progress 

5 Roads - update and improve annual road maintenance list (create schedule) Started 

5 Roads - create 5 year road construction program/schedule Started 

5 Roads - create grid improvement program (seal/stabilise approaches)   Not started 

5 Roads - list unfenced grids, seek approvals and remove grids Not started 

5 Roads - ensure compliance with Clearing of Land legislation  Started 

1 Rubbish Tip - improve day to day management - recycling, attended, open times etc In progress 

5 Stock - gravel metal cement sand etc booking out procedures - review Started 

5 Stock (filters, oils, parts, cement etc) - set procedures and levels Started 

5 Tenancies - regular inspections of houses and other properties In progress 

5 
Tenancies - write/rewrite all agreements to comply with act and include bonds (amend 
policy) In progress 

  Trails projects - review and implement Stage 2 In progress 
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Priority Tasks/projects to be done Status 

5 Work instructions/procedures - none exist - create In progress 

1 Works construction - prepare water, gravel etc for Construction Program On-going 

1 Town Planning Scheme No 3 - finalise process - Planning Commission letters In progress 

  Controlled Waste Regulations 2004 - set up reporting system - comply Started 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr N L Trenfield 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 SEPTEMBER 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the financial report for the period ending August 31, 2008 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
 
There were no actions taken under delegated powers that require reporting to Council in August 2008. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 7 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 
August 31, 2008. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED JULY 2008 
 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 SEPTEMBER 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $ 359127.75 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $       560.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s VARIOUS  Amount: $             .00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
 

9.3.1 DONATIONS  
LOCATION:  
APPLICANT: VARIOUS 
FILE REF: ADM 0063 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 9 SEPTEMBER 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council has received requests for donations. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter and email from Isolated Children’s Parents Association 
Letter from Princess Margaret Hospital 3/9/08 
Letter from Small Business Centre Mid West 26/8/08 
 
Background: 
 
 
Comment: 
Council seems to be receiving an increased number of requests for donations.   
 
Staff will now include all such requests in a single agenda item for Council 
consideration.  In the interests of efficiency, minimal specific comments will be 
made.  Should Councillors require any specific information concerning any of these 
requests, please contact the author, allowing enough time for any research to be 
undertaken prior to the Council meeting.  
 
ICPA costs for Complex building, oval and toilets $27.50 Inc per day ($165.00 for 
6 days) 
  
Consultation: 
CDAO Megan Alchin 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
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Council Policy 2.9 Donations 
Delegation 6a – Donations Monetary 
 
Financial Implications: 
General Ledger Account 0252 Donations - Various  
Budget allocation for Other Donations $4,000 Expenditure to date $375  
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Advise the Isolated Children’s Parents Association, Meekatharra Air 
Branch that: 

• it grants permission for the use of the oval complex building for 
camping during the November 2008 camp, 

• it grants hire of council facilities at “community/sporting group 
functions” rates and the swimming pool at the “School Activities” rates, 

• Council will donate an amount of $400 towards the running of the 
November 2008 camp, 

• if required, the ICPA is permitted to use the Youth Centre and related 
equipment providing such use is compatible with existing programs 
and,  

• it should note that existing programs that use outside facilities at the 
recreation centre will continue whilst endeavouring to �inimize any 
inconvenience to the ICPA campers.  ICPA children are welcome to 
join in programs where appropriate. 

 
2. Advise the Princes Margaret Foundation that it will not be contributing 
towards a portable ultrasound on this occasion. 
 
3. Advise the Small Business Centre Mid West that it will not be contributing 
to their cause on this occasion.  

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3.2 APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL AUDITOR 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  DAVID TOMASI – UHY HAINES 

NORTON 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0090 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   11TH SEPTEMBER 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 
Summary: 
This report requests Council appoint an additional auditor to allow for greater 
flexibility with the requirements of the Local Government Act. 
 
Attachments: 
Correspondence from Councils current auditor, David Tomasi of UHY Haines 
Norton. 
 
Background: 
The local Government Act requires that Councils financial situation be audited by 
an auditor appointed by the Local Government.  Council is to appoint a person and 
not a company to the position of auditor and that person must either be a registered 
company auditor or an approved auditor. 
 
Comment: 
Council’s currently appointed auditor is Mr David Tomasi of UHY Haines Norton 
with Mr Richard Swarbreck of the same company appointed as an alternate in the 
event of unforeseen circumstances.  Both Mr Tomasi and Mr Swarbreck are 
registered company auditors. 
 
Mr Tomasi has requested that Mr Greg Godwin be appointed as a third auditor to 
allow for greater flexibility and to conform to UHY Haines Norton’s internal 
corporate structure, where Mr Godwin has been appointed as Audit and 
Engagement Partner. 
 
Consultation: 
Nil 
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Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995, section 7.3 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council appoints Mr Greg R Godwin, registered company auditor 
number 310219, as an auditor for the Shire of Meekatharra 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 5/0  
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9.3.3 ACQUISITION OF CORPORATE CREDIT CARD 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  NIL 

FILE REFERENCE   ADM0093 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   12TH SEPTEMBER 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 

Summary: 
This report recommends Council acquire a corporate credit card for use at the 
discretion of the CEO. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
A corporate credit card would be utilised by the CEO in instances where Council 
doesn’t currently have an account with a supplier or in other instances when the 
CEO is required to access funds on the spot.  It is anticipated that these instances 
would be infrequent. 
 
The CEO’s current employment contract allows for the issuing of a corporate credit 
card in his name. 
 
Comment: 
In the past, employees have utilised either their own funds or credit facilities when 
there is a need to acquire goods and/or services that cannot be purchased on a 
corporate account.  While the employee is ultimately reimbursed for these 
expenses, use of a corporate credit card would negate this requirement. 
 
The corporate credit card would only be used at the discretion of the CEO for 
purchases such as accommodation for employees while on Council sponsored travel 
and the purchase of items from suppliers who Council does not hold a credit 
account. 
The minimum credit offered by Councils bank is $1,000. However, an amount of 
$5,000 would allow greater flexibility.  It is anticipated that a direct debit services 
from the Municipal fund will be utilised to clear any outstanding balance on a 
monthly basis. 
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Consultation: 
Nick Short – Business Banking Manager Westpac Bank 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, reg 5 requires the 
CEO to establish systems and procedures for the proper accounting of Municipal 
funds and to ensure proper authorisation for the incurring of liabilities and the 
making of payments; 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Credit facilities may be utilised to incur expenses included in a budget of a financial 
year. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council acquires a corporate credit card for use at the discretion of the 
CEO with a credit balance not to exceed $5,000.00  

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
9.4.1 MEEKATHARRA POOL – GOOD BEHAVIOUR VOUCHERS 

LOCATION: MEEKATHARRA 
APPLICATION:  
FILE REF: ADM 063 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  
DATE OF REPORT: 12 SEPTEMBER 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council may wish to consider providing day passes to the pool for good behaviour. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of Day Pass used last year. 
 
Background: 
At its November 07 meeting, Council discussed a request from the Interagency 
Committee for free entry to the pool for town youth.  At that meeting Council 
resolved: 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Provide the following incentives for good behaviour of school aged 

children (up to 16 years old) in Meekatharra: 
 
 200 daily passes to the Meekatharra Pool be created to be given to young 

people as a reward for any good behaviour. Keeping our town tidy is to be a 
focus of these rewards. Passes to be offered to the Meekatharra School, 
Police, Council Ranger and Youth Centre Staff to be given out for any good 
behaviour (eg. 10 minutes cleaning up litter). Passes to be valid for this 
season only (to 1 May 2008). 

 
2. Reply to the Meekatharra Interagency and Crime Prevention Committee 

advising of the above resolution and the reasons behind it. 
 
3. Review the success of this initiative at the end of this summer season with a 

view to repeating and improving the reward system in the 2008/09 pool 
season. 
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Comment: 
135 passes (of two hundred printed) were issued last year.   
 
Measuring the success of this type of minor reward system is very difficult.  If just 
one or two young people learn not to litter it has probably been money very well 
spent.   
 
The fact that passes were issued and used demonstrates that there is some value 
attached to the passes. 
 
A daily child pass costs $1.09 exc GST so 200 passes potentially cost Council a 
maximum of $218.00.   
 
Last year the passes were given out for good behaviour and in an effort to reduce 
littering around town, cleaning up litter was targeted as “good behaviour” worthy of 
reward.   
 
These passes were given to the School and Youth Centre to be given out for good 
behaviour. 
 
All passes were securely printed to avoid copying and misuse.   
 
Council’s budget for pool fee income this year is $8,000. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential for a reduction in pool admittance income. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority  
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Provide the following incentives for good behaviour of school aged children 

(up to 16 years old) in Meekatharra: 
 

250 daily passes to the Meekatharra Pool be created to be given to young 
people as a reward for any good behaviour.  Keeping our town tidy is to be 
the major focus of these rewards.  Passes are to be offered to the 
Meekatharra School and Youth Centre to be given out for any good 
behaviour relating to keeping our town tidy (eg. 10 minutes cleaning up 
litter) or correctly placing litter in a bin.   Passes to be valid for this season 
only (to 1 May 2009). 

 
2. Review this initiative at the end of this summer season with a view to 

repeating and improving the reward system in the 2009/10 pool season. 
 

CARRIED 4/1  
 

CR N L TRENFIELD RECORDED A NO VOTE 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20 2008 
Page 91 

9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 
Nil 

9.6 WORKS & SERVICES 
Nil 

 
 
10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF THE 

MEETING 
10.1 THAT MATTERS CONCERNING THE USE OF COUNCIL PLANT BE 

INTRODUCED AS NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

10.1.1 USE OF THE BUSH FIRE TRUCK & COUNCIL WATER TANKERS 
 

Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 

Seconded: Cr A B Downing 

 
That Council agrees to the use of the Bush Fire Truck at the Landor Races, 
the truck is to be in the care and control of Mr Brian O’Dwyer.  
 
That Council agrees to the use of two water carts and prime movers at the 
forthcoming Meeka races and rodeo weekend – to be driven by suitably 
qualified and experienced volunteer operators. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 
 
11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 
Nil 
 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, declared the meeting closed at 10:57 am 
 


