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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 9.30. 
 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting 
 
The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr TR Hutchinson (Shire President) 
Cr NL Trenfield (Deputy Shire President) 
Cr AB Downing 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
Cr HJ Nichols 
Cr AG Burrows 
 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Apologies 
Cr RK Howden 
CL Watson Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Nil 
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3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 Nil 

 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 Nil 
 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 Cr AB Downing – April 09 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Approved Leave of Absence be given to Cr AB Downing for the April 2009 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21, 2009 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AB Downing 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, February 21, 2009 
be confirmed. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MARCH 11, 2009 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday, March 11, 2009 be received. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 
Shire President Cr TR Hutchinson commented on the consultants report concerning 
Council’s Compliance Audit Return (contained in the agenda).  Cr Hutchinson said that 
Councillors need to be aware of the correct processes for tenders and that we must go 
through these processes in compliance with the legislation - regardless of our own perceived 
urgency of a project. 
 
Cr Hutchinson also said that Councillors should ensure that they fully understand the 
requirements regarding financial and impartiality interests.  If in doubt Councillors should 
err on the side of caution.  
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2009 
 
Sandstone Road – Construction R2R Project 
The 2nd construction crew assisted by Burrows contracting will have completed the 
section from 84.0 slk cattle grid location with importation of material, waterbinding, 
compaction and final trim to the Woolshed at the 64.00 slk by the 27th March 2009. 
Once this section is complete Michael Walley and crew will then continue from the 
64.00 slk point near the woolshed and continue north with the importation of new 
material to build up low lying areas. Michael will pull in as much material as possible 
with the grader from the road shoulders so that windrows have been removed, whilst 
material is being imported the crew will then start waterbinding / compacting and final 
grading north towards the old Gabanintha townsite to the 44.0 slk point. 
 
Landor Road – Construction – Old Jail House to shire Boundary – R2R Project 
Council’s construction crew led by Adrian Baumgarten and assisted by a hired scraper 
and operator from MACA have almost completed the subgrade works over approx 11 
klms in length by 8m in width ready for the base coarse material to be imported. 
This application will be carried out with 2 x roadtrains 1 x owned by council and the 
other will be supplied and operated by AG Burrows contracting, and will commence 
carting material around the 26th March 2009 material has been pushed up into 
stockpiles for this application in designated areas. After the hired scraper has 
completed the importation of material to the Old Jailhouse the scraper will then be used 
to resheet aprox 1 klm of Berringarra Road while in the area. The hired scraper will 
then continue with resheeting a section of Landor Road from the Old Jailhouse to the 
Mt Gould Station turnoff. 
 
Ashburton Downs Road – Cartage of manganese from Peak Hill by PMI 
As council is aware PMI have commenced with the cartage of manganese from the 
Peak Hill mine. They currently have 6 Roadtrains with quad trailers hauling material 
over 66 klms of Ashburton Downs Road. A letter has been sent to PMI to prompt them 
to engage a water truck and grader immediately to maintain the road over the section 
being used. It is imperative that the operation to water and grade the road is started 
immediately by PMI and or it’s contractors otherwise the road will deteriorate beyond 
repair. 
 
Maintenance Grading 
With two construction crews engaged in the above projects maintenance grading has 
been put on hold until such time staff are available to carry out the work. 
At this point in time, I have had notification from station owners that some roads are 
showing signs of wear and tear and are corrugated and have washed out, and are 
verbally requesting them to be graded.  
The roads in question are listed below. 
Landor Road - Sandstone Road - Wiluna North Road - Ashburton Downs Road. 
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Town Crew 
The town crew have been busy with normal duties including graffiti removal, street 
sweeping, general weed spraying, bitumen patching, rubbish collection reserves and 
parks, watering of lawns at unoccupied council houses, street sweeping, maintenance 
on walk trails. 
 
Community Services - Offenders 
The Works and Services Manager has agreed to allow community services to undertake 
work within the community to carry out cleaning up town verges, walktrails, vacant 
blocks. This operation will be controlled wholly by the Community Services Co-
ordinator at no cost or involvement by council. Community Services will supply all 
tools, materials and supervision to carry out all work. Designated areas will be listed 
and passed on by staff to the Community Services Co-ordinator. 
Council will supply large green rubbish bags for the disposal of rubbish as required and 
the collected rubbish will be delivered to the appropriate areas at the tip site.   
 
Plant Report 
The new Nissan Prime Mover purchased recently by council will be coupled up to as a 
Roadtrain for carting materials as required on construction and maintenance projects. 
Council’s contract mechanic has had difficulties getting the air over hydraulic system 
to work effectively and could not operate the side tipper doors. After discussion with 
the specialists who plumbed up the new truck found that they had not supplied an 
additional air exhaust line in the system which activates the valves for the side tipper 
doors. 
This problem will be rectified by the specialists used to carry out the plumbing work on 
behalf of UD Nissan. 
 
All other plant is performing well, and there are no major breakdowns to report. 
Scheduled maintenance will be ongoing and services will be completed as and when 
they fall due. 
 
As this is my last Works and Services Report to council, I will take this opportunity to 
thank the Chief Executive Officer, Elected Members, Business Proprietors, Ratepayers 
and staff for the help and support they have given me within the role as Works and 
Services Manager with the Shire of Meekatharra. I wish everyone and their families all 
the very best for the future. 
 
Allen Kent 
Works Services Manager 
Shire of Meekatharra 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the Works & Services Manager’s report for February 2009 be received. 

 
  CARRIED 6/0
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2009 
 
P409 – New Nissan Prime Mover 
 
When this truck was delivered the air configuration and switching for the Hydrolic 
System for Road Train configuration is wrong.  Also one air line & switch missing so 
is impossible for road train operation.  Dongara Body Builders have been notified and 
will be coming to Meekatharra on the 14th & 15th of this month to rectify the problem. 
(The add blue) for fuel admission if the vehicle run’s out of this additive it will shut the 
engine down after refueling the truck will start, (But) if there is any contamination to 
this additive it will also shut the engine down and all fuel lines and tank will have to be 
completely cleaned before engine will restart in both cases it could result in 20% - 40% 
loss in engine power. 
 
P348 – 950G Cat Loader (Sandstone Road)  
 
After a complaint from the new Road Train driver to the Works Manager regarding the 
condition of the machine it was found the machine had had no grease for a very long 
time.  The air precleaner overflowing with dust, air cleaner full of dust, all drive belts 
loose, bolts coming loose on alternator and air con.  Plus due for service none of this 
was reported to me or Works Manager. 
 
P338 – Side Tipper Trailer 
 
After coming in off the Sandstone Road this trailer was in a bad state of repair.  Broken 
air lines, Hydraulic lines, U/S brake boosters plus no grease for a very long time.  None 
of which was reported to the Works Manager or myself.  This is not helping at all. 
 
P325 – CAT Smooth Drum Roller 
 
We have done some minor repairs to this machine.  Lockout valve for main operation 
of machine burnt out resulting in downtime of 2 days.  Also a bad SOS Report came 
back for the vibrator bearing but I have taken a 2nd sample of the oil as it was 100hrs 
overdue for drum service.  Needs to come into the work shop. 
 
All other plant is in good condition and services are up to date. 
 
Westrac  
 
In future we will be using Westrac as little as possible as they have priced themselves 
out of the market.  Their workmanship also seems to have gone down hill quite 
dramatically. 
 
 
Geoff Osborn 
Plant Mechanic 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AB Downing 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That the Plant Mechanic’s report for February 2009 and the Plant Cost Report be 
received. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0
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9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2009 

 
MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 

Monthly Report 
February 2009 

 
 
 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Aircraft movements for the month of February increased slightly from January 
however are way down on the same month of the previous 3 years.  They are 
in line with figures of February 2004 and 2005 before the mining boom started. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between February 2008 and February 
2009. 
 
 
 Feb 2008 Feb 2009 Variance 
    
General Aircraft Landed: 192 108 -44%  
Avgas 23,290 ltrs 14,426ltrs -38% 
Jet A1                                        83,795 ltrs              33,352 ltrs -60% 
 
Total Fuel Sold 107,085 ltrs 47,778 ltrs -55%
  
 
Things are showing some improvement but it is doubtful we will ever see the 
figures return to the levels they were prior to Network going jet to Nifty and 
Woodi Woodi. 
 
     
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Once again, considerable time has been spent on aerodrome works.  This 
includes: 
 

• Rolling of the runway and taxiway.  
• Preparation of extension cable for the runway light replacement program has begun with about 

50% of cables being made up. 
• The Meekatharra ground sign near the wind sock and signal circle has been revamped and 

now displays prominently to aircraft passing overhead.  (A photograph of the sign will be 
provided when I can arrange for an aerial photo to be taken.) 

• Weeding and tidying up of the rows of trees along the access road has commenced with 
approximately 90 of the 130 tree basins and surrounds being cleared. 

• The Aerodrome manual has been reviewed and updated. 
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Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

• Resealing of taxiway and runway shoulders. 
• Replacement of out of date runway lights. 
• Repaint all runway markings. 
• Replace asbestos on workshop buildings. 
• Finalisation of the fire service system. 

 
Annual Aerodrome Emergency Exercise 
 
I have met recently with the Police to set a date and prepare for our live 
Emergency Exercise.  Plans are underway with the co-ordination of the 
exercise and I need to seek assistance from the Shire town crew with the 
placement of a few old vehicle wrecks to serve as simulated aircraft wreckage 
for the incident. 
 
The exercise is planned for Saturday 28th March. 
 
General Summary: 
 
Mike Cuthbertson has completed his first 2 week commute and I have been 
impressed with his eagerness to tackle all tasks.  He was faced with a few 
abnormal situations during his shift and managed to handle them with minimum 
of fuss. 
 
After my next 2 week break, I intend to spend one week per month in Newman 
providing relief as a re-fueller at the Newman Airport. 
 
I have completed a dangerous goods handling course and have applied for my 
dangerous goods licence.  The time at Newman will give me a good 
opportunity to learn refueling on larger aircraft as well as provide me with 
something meaningful to do during my two weeks off. 

 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
 
12th March 2009  
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the Airport Managers report for February 2009 be received. 

 
 CARRIED 6/0
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9.1.4 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – FEBRUARY 2009    

 
February 2nd, just about every parent of school age kids were doing a dance of some 
sort to celebrate school starting back. 
 
After the six weeks of full on Youth Centre programs, attendance slowed down for the 
first couple of weeks but we didn’t stop working.  During February we had a total of 
307 contacts with young people. 
 
A meeting was organised for Youth Sport & Recreation Officers from the district 
(Magnet, Wiluna, Karalundi and Meeka) to get together on the 17th of February to 
discuss what we can do for our youth over the next 6 months. The winter program is 
the one that involves the other towns/communities. We decided to have another go at 
the footy and netball which did not happen last year due to lack of interest from our 
youth. There are kids from each town who have been asking for it to happen again, so 
we are more than happy to oblige.   I have attached a copy of the proposed fixtures. 
These could change between now and when the season starts on 10th May 09, because 
I’m waiting for the other towns to get back to me with their dates for school camps, etc.  
We have also come up with a better way of pushing the healthy and nutritious eating 
program to the kids. We are going to do proper cooking sessions with the kids where 
they will do everything from preparing and cooking the ingredients to setting tables 
and sitting down to eat, what they have cooked together . 
 
This will happen every Monday night with the new electric woks and frying pans we 
have just bought. We will work out a menu for the month and the kids will cook in 
groups. This program will start on 23rd March 09. Watch this space for outcome. 
 
Monday 16th is the start of Harmony Week (multi-cultural dining), so we have 
organised a feast to be had at the Youth Centre.   People from different countries who 
live here have been approached and asked if they would mind cooking us a dish from 
their home land, and they have all said yes. This event is free and open to the 
community and we do hope that you will all attend.  Everything is going to plan so far. 
I have attached a copy of the flyer for this event.  
 
Youth contact activities were a bit slow this month, but it normally is after the school 
holidays. Monday night BBQs are always busy, because the kids know there’s a free 
feed on offer. Wednesday night Karalundi versus Meeka basketball is happening again 
and it will continue throughout the year. Friday night we open from 6-8pm, then Kids 
After Dark take over until midnight. During the warmer weather we have taken kids to 
the pool after school (3-5pm), but as it’s been a bit cooler we have stayed at the Youth 
Centre. 
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The Home Corner stuff is finally all set up but you will probably discover that when 
you all come to the Harmony Week Dinner. Watch this space for more information on 
interesting events organised by the Youth Centre Staff (and the outcomes).    
Elaine King  
Anthony Lloyd 
Daniel Seneque 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr AB Downing 
 
That the Youth Centre report for February 2009 be received. 
 

  CARRIED 6/0
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 9.1.5 RANGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2009 
 

Activity Statement 

February 2009 Meekatharra 
1. I have attended Meekatharra on two occasions. 
2. On the first occasion which was 3 and 4 February, four unregistered dogs 

were either seized or trapped, and then destroyed. 
3. Also, I received a complaint from Meekatharra Police at approximately 

9:00am regarding a dog attack at 132 Darlott Street Meekatharra.  I 
attended the Meekatharra Hospital and interviewed Robert Morton who 
had been attacked and lives across the road from where the attack 
occurred.   

4. Morton had been mauled by a dog and had serious injuries to his leg.  I 
obtained a short statement from him in which he stated that he didn’t 
want the person prosecuted and he reiterated this to the police when he 
was interviewed by them. 

5. Morton was flown to Perth via RFDS.  
6. I then attended at the Meekatharra Health Centre and spoke to the owner 

of the dog, Delores Gilbert and after lengthy discussion, she consented to 
having the dog destroyed.  She completed a destruction notice in her own 
handwriting and the dog was destroyed that afternoon. 

7. Police were given a copy of the destruction notice and the original was 
retained and is held at the Shire Office. 

8. On the second occasion, I attended on Monday 16, Tuesday 17 and 
Wednesday 18 February. Six unregistered dogs were destroyed.  Three 
were trapped and three were handed in for destruction. 

9. Two unregistered dogs were caught and returned to the owners after they 
paid the registration fees. 

10.  
11.  
12. Peter Smith 
13. 25 February 2009 

 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AB Downing 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Youth Centre report for February 2009 be received. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0
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9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 
 

Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are 
presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request 
Minister for Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has 
no objections to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 
3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water 
Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine 
Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS/ 
CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
CEO  

Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
 
Complete 
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property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 
objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request 
CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be 
interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on 
Lot 922. 

Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 
have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

In progress 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure 
that Council and community groups who store items on the 
reserves can continue to do so with unrestricted access and 
also to ensure that Council secures the necessary access for 
the Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised 
lease be presented to Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. 
The works could be done by our own staff or could be 
subcontracted out.  

CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew.  will be completed with other 
Capital works in 2008-09 
 
Plant & Expertise Required – Sub 
Contract with Townsite Works 
2008/09  
 
March – April WSM 
 

 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply 
has been received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Regional Development 

Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are unable 
to be answered at this stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 
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15/03/08 10.1.1 Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 

Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

CEO/WSM CEO to discuss details of this 
proposal with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 
writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

Pending 

      
17/05/08 9.6.1 Judal- Mileura rd section 

Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Preferred link 
Between the shires 

CEO/ WSM Mr Walsh be advised of this decision 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

Complete 
19.05.08 
In process 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic with 

calico and charge for the calico bags. 
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers 
Commence project 

23/06/08 
In Process 

      
19/07/08 9.4.1 Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-painting 

the tanks 
CDAO Enquiries to the water corp in regard 

repainting the welcome sign and 
clearing under growth. 
Painting a welcome sign on the south 
tank. 

In Progress 

 
15/11/08 
 

 
9.5.1 

 
Staff Housing/buildings 
Renovate Lot 86 & 87 Main St 
Engage suitable person to produce plans & specis for 

• Swimming Pool Roof 
• Lot 208 Hill St 
• Lots 86 & 87 Main Street 

 

 
CDSM 

 
 
 
Engage consultant 
Meeting to be held onsite – 11/02/09 

 
In Progress 

 
19/12/08 
 
 

 
9.3.2 

 
Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program 
Federal Government $100,000 Grant 
Build Squash Court 

 
CEO 

 
Complete Application Form 
Decide Location 
Call Tenders 
Build Squash Court 
 

 
22/12/08 
11/2/09 
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19/12/08 
 
 

 
9.5.1 

 
Acquisition of Electro Magnet for use at Rubbish Tip 

 
 

 
Purchase 24volt electro magnet 
Purchase SH tracked vehicle 

 

 
19/12/08 
 

 
10.1 

 
Move Notice Boards from front of Lloyds 

 
CEO 

 
Discuss possible new location with 
owner of Farmer Jacks 
 

 
 

21/2/09 9.2.4 Government deposit guarantee on reserve term deposits 
 

CDSM All deposits with Westpac 
No Government Deposit Guarantee 

Complete 
Complete 

21/2/09 9.2.5 Donation Victorian Bushfires CEO Donate $10,000 
Cheque raised and sent 

Complete 

21/2/09 9.3.1 Renewal Environmental Health Services Consutancy CDSM Renew Contract 2 years Complete 

21/2/09 9.3.2 Royalties for Regions 
Country Local Government Fund 
Funds initially to reserve 
Undertake project Year 1 - 09/10 financial year 
Sealing Landor Road – councils project Years 2, 3 & 4 
 

CEO Complete acceptance form 23/2/09 
 

21/2/09 
 

9.3.3 Local Government Reform Strategies CEO Council receive information Complete 

21/2/09 10.1.1 Donation Bundiyarra Aboriginal Corporation 
Assist SH bikes at Yulga Jinna School 

CEO No donation to be made. 
- note Bushfire Appeal Donation and 
budget over expended 
Send letter 
 

 
 
Done 
23/2/09 

21/2/09  Donate second hand air conditioners from Youth Centre to 
Meeka Veterans Legion 

CDSM Arrange donation pickup etc Complete 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AB Downing 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

 
  CARRIED 6/0
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED FEBRUARY 28, 2009 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr AB Downing 
 
That the financial report for the period ending February 28, 2009 be received. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
 
Actions taken under Delegation 5 – Power to Waive or Write off Debts requiring notification to 
Council in February 2009 where: 
 
The following Debtor amounts were written off: 
 

Debtor Name Date Amount Reason for Write Off 
Bali Air Charter 17/12/07   

8.00
This invoices amount is for 
landing fees incurred on 
13/12/07.  Amount to small for 
collection action. 

Carmichael, 
Andrew 

26/08/08 17.65 This invoices amount is for 
landing fees incurred on 
23/08/08.  Amount to small for 
collection action 

Gail Allison 11/09/08  
33.00 

This invoice amount is for 
removal of impounded vehicle 
to shire depot. Subsequent 
attempt to track him down have 
failed and amount is too small 
for collection action. 

Kittyhawk 
Holdings 

03/10/07 21.18 This invoice amount is for 
landing fees incurred on 
01/09/07. Demand letter was 
sent on 12/06/08 but haven’t 
received any response. Amount 
too small for collection action. 

Jacob Flentri 17/12/07 62.51 This invoice amount is for 
landing fees incurred 10/11/07, 
09/12/07 & 07/06/08. Demand 
letter was sent on 12/06/08 but 
haven’t received any response. 
Amount too small for collection 
action. 

Paul Darley 30/06/08 12.62 This invoice amount is for 
landing fees on 20.04.08. Paul 
called shire office on 
17.02.09and said that their 
aircraft has never been to 
Meekatharra. Amount too small 
for collection action. 

 Total 154.96  
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR:  HITESH HANS 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:         

     
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2009 
Page 58 

 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 
February 28, 2009. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED FEBRUARY 2009 
 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR:  HITESH HANS 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:

  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $701,627.87 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $           0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $           0.00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AB Downing 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.4 WRITE OFF OF DEBTOR AMOUNTS 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  NIL 

FILE REFERENCE   ADM0152 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   9th MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR     HITESH HANS 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
 
 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR   
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

      
 

Summary: 
This report recommends the write off of certain uncollectable debtor amounts. 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
Over time, debtor amounts are raised that, for one reason or another, are not able to 
be collected and need to be written off. 
 
Comment: 
Following is a list of debtor amounts that need to be written off. 
 
Dr 
No 

 
Debtor Name 

 
Date 

 
Amount 

 
Reason for Write Off 

L09 Chris Lane 19/03/08 190.15 These amount relate to  
K045 Steve Kelly 17/03/08 152.44 Electricity & Telephone Charges 
   342.59 while Chris Lane & Steve Kelly 

were working for Shire of  
     Meekatharra and they were  
    provided with staff housing. 
    Charges were not recouped prior 
    to Chris and Steve leaving 

employment with the Shire.  
    Subsequent attempts to track 
    them down have failed. 
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Consultation: 
Cameron Watson, Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995, section 6.12 (1) (c) allows for the write off of any 
debt. 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The associated power consumption and telephone usage invoices have been paid by 
the Council. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation/Committee Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Council approves the write off of the above debtor amounts totalling 
$342.59 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 

By an absolute majority 
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 9.2.5 DONATION - RABBIT PROOF FENCE MEMORIAL PROJECT 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: STELLA JOHNSON 
FILE REF: ADM0313 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 31 March 2009 
AUTHOR:  STELLA JOHNSON 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 

   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
Summary: 
A request has been received from Allan Rogers, President of the Cunderdin 
Historical Society, for support and if appropriate, participation, in a project to 
commemorate the building of the Rabbit Proof Fence. 
 
Background: 
The following letter was received on 26th February 2009. 
 
Dear Mr McClymont 
 
For several years now, the Cunderdin Historical Society has been working on 
establishing a memorial to commemorate the building of Number Two Rabbit Proof 
Fence, a mammoth task, completed over 100 years ago. Right at the beginning of 
our project we met with Mrs Joan Walsh Smith and Charles Smith, world-renowned 
sculpture artists who reside on a property north of Gidgegannup where they have 
their studio and workshop. 
 
After researching the history of the Rabbit Proof fence, Smith Sculptors have 
planned for us a very eye catching spectacular roadside sculpture.  We now have 
approval from the Main Roads WA and Shire of Cunderdin to construct this 
sculpture on Great Eastern Highway in Cunderdin near the Cunderdin Pumping 
Station Museum. 
 
Further to this, we have appointed a community assistance consultant Relix to 
assist us with planning and grant applications.  Relix were successful in designing 
and obtaining a Lotterywest grant to construct a large pavilion for the Cunderdin 
Museum in 2002. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2009 
71 

 
 
Even though, Cunderdin Rabbit Depot was a centre point for the construction of the 
No. 2 fence back in 1904, we do appreciate the complete project was much larger 
than Cunderdin.  With the services of Smith Sculptures and Relix, we believe the 
opportunity is available to expand the project to construct other or similar 
sculptures at other sites and important crossings around the state, if the involved 
Shires so desire. 
 
It is just over a century since these fences were completed and we initiate this 
collective effort by communities with an old Rabbit Fence in their locality to 
develop tourism opportunities of information places, trails and interpretive signage 
to tell the history of these often overlooked West Australian icons. 
 
As a Shire Council with an interest in the old Rabbit Proof Fence, this letter seeks 
your support in principle and if appropriate, participation in the project.  It is early 
days for preparing a vision for the whole project but a draft prospectus has been 
prepared to inform interested parties and this is attached for your consideration.  It 
would be appreciated if you responded at an early date, as identifying the extent of 
potential participants will be a significant task for us. 
 
We urge you to join the project in whatever capacity is considered appropriate as it 
is seen as a state-wide community endeavour and will encourage positive 
interaction between many West Australian communities. 
Yours sincerely 
Allan E Rogers 
President, Cunderdin historical Society 

 
Comment: 
Nil 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr AB Downing 
 
That Council support the Cunderdin Historical Society with their concept to 
commemorate the building of the Rabbit Proof Fence and wish them well with 
their statewide Memorial Project but that Council will not be taking up the 
opportunity to be a part of this venture. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.6 2008/09 BUDGET REVIEW 

 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0241 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   14th MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 
 

       
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 

   
 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
This report presents to Council the 2008/09 Budget Review and a list of 
recommended budget amendments identified during the review process 

 
Attachments: 
2008/09 Budget Review 

 
Background: 
The requirements to perform at least one review on the budget came into effect 31st 
March 2005 
 
Comment: 
The budget review is attached to this item. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Allen Kent – Works and Services Manager 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Reg 33A 
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Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Budget amendments form part of the Officer Recommendation. 
 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr AB Downing 
 
That Council accepts the 2008/09 Budget Review and authorizes the following 
budget amendments: 
 
1. $25,000 be allocated to Other Recreation and Sport / Lukes Pit Water 

Scheme for the purpose of extending the mains electrical system to the pit 
water pump currently being powered by a generator. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

By an absolute majority. 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Cr AB Downing Declared a Financial Interest in the following item and left the meeting  
 at 10.33 am. 
 

9.3.1 COUNCILLOR ATTENDANCE AT ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 
INFORMATION PRESENTATION 

 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0254 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   14th MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 
 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 
 

Summary: 
This report requests retrospective approval for Councillor Downing to attend an 
information presentation on the Royalties for Regions program in Geraldton. 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
There was an information presentation of the Royalties for Regions program 
presented in Geraldton on Thursday 12th of February 2009.  The Chief Executive 
Officer canvassed Councillors to see who was available to attend and Cr Downing 
volunteered. 
 
It was intended that Cr Downing utilise a Shire vehicle to travel to this event 
however due to other commitments a vehicle was unavailable at the time of her 
departure and as such Cr Downing utilised her own vehicle.  
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Comment: 
Councillors are entitled to be reimbursed for any approved travel undertaken on 
behalf of Council, each year Council decides on a suitable cents per kilometre rate 
for this reimbursement. 
 
As this presentation was advised on short notice, Council did not have an 
opportunity to approve Cr Downing’s attendance at this event and as such a 
retrospective resolution is required to allow for payment of a travel reimbursement.   
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson – Shire President 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Section 5.98 (2) of the Local Government Act 1995 
Regulation 30 & 33 of the Local Government (Administration) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The cost of travel for Cr Downing to attend the presentation was approximately 
$740. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council endorse the decision by the Chief Executive Officer allowing for 
the attendance by Cr Downing at the Royalties for Regions presentation in 
Geraldton on Thursday 12th February and that Council cover all expenses 
associated with Cr Downing attending this presentation. 

 
  CARRIED 5/0 
 

Cr AB Downing Returned to the meeting at 10.36am, Cr Downing was not present  
during discussion or voting on the above item. 
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9.3.2 RENEWAL RANGER SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0212 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   16TH MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

    
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary 
This report recommends the renewal of the Ranger Services Agreement with 
Canine Control for a further 24 month period. 
 
Attachments 
Proposed Service Agreement.  

 
Background 
At its January 2008 meeting, Council resolved to investigate and appoint a casual 
contract Ranger due to the resignation of Councils then full time Ranger.  The 
appointment of Canine Control, for a 12 month period was made at Councils July 
2008 meeting. 
 
Comment 
Canine Control was appointed initially on a temporary basis for a 4 month period 
with a subsequent contractor’s agreement for an initial 12 month period being 
entered into in July 2008.  This agreement had a GST exclusive fee of $1,900 plus 
100 litres of diesel per attendance; this fee is all inclusive of 14 hours of duties, 
travel and living expenses while in Meekatharra.  Since Canine Control commence 
under agreement in July 2008 there have been the following results: 
 

Dogs Seized and Destroyed 138 
Dogs Seized, Registered and Returned to its Owner: 20 
Registered Dogs Seized and Returned to its Owners: 2 
Feral Cats Seized and Destroyed: 12 
Attendances in Meekatharra: 17 
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Canine Control has requested an increase in their fee for attendance from $1,900 
plus 100 litres of diesel to $2,150 plus 130 litres of diesel with the same structure as 
the previous agreement.  This is approximately a 13% increase, the reason that 
Canine Control has requested this increase is due to excessive travel and wear and 
tear on their vehicle.  In the new agreement, after the initial 12 month period only a 
CPI increase, based on the March rate, will be given for the remainder of the 24 
month agreement period. 
 
Consultation 
Peter Smith – Director, Canine Control 
 
Statutory Environment 
Including but not limited to: 
Local Government Act 1995 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960 
Animal Welfare Act 2002 
Dog Act 1976 
Various Local Laws 
 
Policy Implications 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications 
Council will budget for any fees and charges associated with the provision of 
contract Ranger Services in its 2009/10 budget 
 
Strategic Implications 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Decision 
 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 

 
That Council renews the Contractors Agreement with Canine Control for the 
provision of Ranger Services for a further 24 month period commencing 1st 
July 2009 and concluding 30th June 2011 with conditions and requirements as 
per the attached Contractors Agreement. 

 
  CARRIED 4/2 
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9.3.3 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2008 
APPLICATION: DLGRD 
FILE REF: ADM 206 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 March 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Council is required to annually complete a Compliance Audit Return and submit it 
to the Local Government Department.  The return focuses primarily on the Local 
Government Act but also addresses parts of the Caravan Parks and Camping 
Grounds Act 1995, the Cemeteries Act 1986 and the Local Government Grants Act 
1978.  
 
The DLGRD (Department of Local Government and Regional Development) 
requires the report by 31 March 2008. 
 
Attachments: 
Report from Consultant Gary Martin 
Meekatharra’s Compliance Audit Return 2008  
 
Background: 
This year Mr Gary Martin conducted the compliance audit.  Mr Martin has 
extensive experience in Local Government and with the Department. 
 
Comment: 
This year there were 311 questions in the return.   
 
In terms of compliance requirements, this audit covers a relatively small sample of 
the legislation that imposes tasks/responsibilities on Local Government.  The last 
count from a reliable source suggested that there are over 114 separate pieces of 
legislation that involve Local Government.   

 
Mr Martin assessed Council’s compliance at 97%.  This is an improvement on last 
year (96%).   
 
In many cases the non-compliance was partial.  For example, performance reviews 
for most employees are being done as soon as possible after each 12 month period 
but not necessarily “within the most recently completed 12 months”. 
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Mr Martin’s conduct of the audit was done in a very positive and proactive manner.  
During his visit Mr Martin also provided general advice and assistance to staff and 
the Shire President.   
 
The use of an experienced consultant to do the compliance audit and progress tasks 
is considered most beneficial.  With dedicated time (no day to day operational 
tasks, pressures and interruptions), a consultant can often achieve in a few days 
what would take full time staff many months. 
 
CEO’s Comments on specific issues raised by Mr Martin. 
 
On page 4 of Mr Martins management notes the first two paragraphs highlight 
concerns with declarations of interest at the November 2008 meeting. 
 
The first paragraph deals with a declaration of impartiality interest by Cr Burrows 
for a Plant Hire Tender.  Mr Martin states that Cr Burrows was a tenderer at the 
time of Councils discussion.  This is in fact incorrect.  The tender had not closed at 
the time the Council discussed the matter.  The Council discussion and resolution 
was to approve the CEO calling tenders for plant hire and to approve the CEO 
appointing a panel of preferred contractors from the tenders received.  In other 
words, at the time, Council was not involved in making any decision as to which 
contractor/s would be included in the panel. 
 
This is potentially a very serious matter.  Staff will seek further advice concerning 
the correct handling of such a situation and whether any further action should be 
taken. 
 
The second paragraph deals with an item at the same meeting where Cr Burrows 
declared a financial interest.  The copy of the minutes provided and examined by 
Mr Martin clearly (albeit incorrectly) showed Cr Burrows leaving the meeting and 
returning before the item was discussed.  The electronic minutes examined by the 
CEO showed Cr Burrows was not in attendance during the discussion - as do the 
official copy of the minutes.  The Corporate and Development Services Manager, 
Cameron Watson has confirmed that Cr Burrows was not in attendance at the 
meeting during discussion.  The CEO has requested staff to delete any draft or 
obsolete copies of minutes from the computer system to avoid this kind of error 
occurring again.  

 
Consultation: 

 Consultant Gary Martin 
Cr Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Consultants costs were included in the 08/09 Budget. 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil  
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr AB Downing 
 
That Council adopt the attached Compliance Audit Return 2008 and submit it 
to the Director General, Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development. 
 

  Further, that Council receive the notes and advisory recommendations  
  provided by Mr Martin and that staff undertake to address the matters raised. 
 
  CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.4 ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS – 
COUNTRY LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND 
LOCATION: WA Regions 
APPLICANT: WA Government 
FILE REF: ADM 331 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 16 March 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
 
 
Attachments: 
Spreadsheet report showing the Provisional Regional Group Funding Allocations 
over the 4 year program. 

  
 
Background: 
At its meeting 21 Feb 09 Council resolved as follows: 
 

1. That Council complete the Acceptance Form 2008-09 for the Royalties for 
Regions, Country Local Government Fund stating that Council’s sole 
project for the 08/09 funding will be a 7.2 metre wide seal on Landor Road 
over approximately 10 kilometres – estimated cost $1,100,000. 

 
2. That any funding received under this program be placed in a separate 

reserve until the project is undertaken and funds are required. 
 

3. That the project be undertaken in the 2009/2010 financial year. 
 

4. That the continuation of the seal on Landor Road be council’s preferred 
project for CLGF funding in years 2, 3 and 4 of the program. 

 
Comment: 
Portion of years 2, 3 and 4 of the program funds will be allocated to regional groups 
for distribution (see attached table).  In other words it is up to each Regional Group 
to decide how the regional allocation should be allocated.  Over the 4 years there is 
currently $6,453,803 for regional allocation. 
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With our budget deliberations only two months away, clearly time is of the essence 
in deciding the allocations for year 2 of the program. 
 
The Murchison Executive Group has informally agreed that a more formal process 
should be arranged for years 3 and 4.  This may depend on what Royalties for 
Regions consider to be a “Regional Group”.  
 
The Murchison Executive Group recently discussed the issue of the Year 2 funding 
for regional groups under the Royalties for Regions program. 
 
The following is the relevant minute from the recent Murchison Executive Group 
meeting: 
 
1. Country Local Government Fund – Regional and Local division of funds (R. 

McClymont B. Atkinson) 
 

Action:  
 

Amended motion after discussion moved Niel Mitchell Seconded Bill Atkinson 
 

Action: Each shire to discuss the recommendation of the Murchison Executive 
Group and advise CEO Yalgoo, Niel Mitchell of their decision. 

 
Motion as follows; 

 
That Murchison Executive Group recommends to member Councils that: 

 
1.  The Shire of Meekatharra be the authorised and appointed body to receive and 
distribute regional group funding allocations for Year 2 (09/10) under the Royalties 
for Regions, Country Local Government Fund. This should only involve one income 
receipt and 6 cheques/transfers to member shires. 

 
2.  The Royalties for Regions, Country Local Government Fund, Regional Group 
Funding Allocations for Year 2 (09/10) be allocated to the member Shires for the 
purpose of improving strategic regional infrastructure as follows: Method = each 
shire submits an invoice to the Shire of Meekatharra for regional project works 
which have been previously recommended by the Murchison Executive Group and 
approved by the Shires individually (a minimum of 4 shires must agree for the 
proposal to proceed)  
The total year two regional pool CLGF fund is $1,704,778. 

 
The following are indicative allocations recommended by the Murchison Executive 
Group: 

 
Cue 

    
$232,171  

Meekatharra $337,873  
Mt Magnet $257,745  
Murchison $327,685  
Sandstone $276,246  
Yalgoo $273,058  
Total $1,704,778 
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Council may now discuss and decide how it would like to see the regional 
allocation for Year 2 handled and disbursed. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
Cr Trenfield 
Murchison Group CEO’s 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Significant effect on the 09/10 budget. 
Under the proposed scenario Council will absorb a small administration cost 
involved in receiving and distributing funds. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr AB Downing 
 
That Council  
 
1. Agree to be the authorised and appointed body to receive and distribute 
regional group funding allocations for Year 2 (09/10) under the Royalties for 
Regions, Country Local Government Fund. This should only involve one 
income receipt and 6 cheques/transfers to member shires. 

 
2.  Agree that the Royalties for Regions, Country Local Government Fund, 
Regional Group Funding Allocations for Year 2 (09/10) be allocated to the 
member Shires for the purpose of improving strategic regional infrastructure 
as follows:  
Each shire submits an invoice to the Shire of Meekatharra for regional project 
works which have been previously recommended by the Murchison Executive 
Group and approved by the Shires individually (a minimum of 4 shires must 
agree for the proposal to proceed).  The total year two regional pool CLGF 
fund is $1,704,778. 
 
The following are indicative allocations recommended by the Murchison 
Executive Group (Meekatharra $337,873) and accepted by the Shire of 
Meekatharra: 
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Cue $232,171  
Meekatharra $337,873  
Mt Magnet $257,745  
Murchison $327,685  
Sandstone $276,246  
Yalgoo $273,058  
  
Total $1,704,778 

 
3.  Advise Mr Niel Mitchell, CEO Yalgoo of this decision. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.5 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM STRATEGIES 
LOCATION: WA State 
APPLICANT: Local Government Minister 
FILE REF: ADM 330 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 16 March 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
The Minister has released Structural Reform guidelines setting process for the Shire 
to respond to his call for voluntary amalgamations and a reduction in the number of 
elected members.  The Minister has also indicated that if necessary he will proceed 
with a forced process. 

 
The guidelines outline the process required to be followed and the timeline.  The 
initial completed Shire checklist and Council response is required to be submitted 
by 30 April with a final Reform Submission deadline of 31 August 2009.   The 
finalised proposals will be considered by the Local Government Advisory Board 
with the intent of implementing the proposals by July 2011. 

 
The process, has, and will continue to consume considerable time, effort and 
resources and will have negative impacts upon current operations and other Shire 
priorities.  

 
This report recommends the actions required to comply with the Minister’s 
directives. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of a letter sent to all our bordering neighbours by the CEO and Shire 
President – 6 March 2009. 
 
Under separate cover; a memo was sent to all Councillors 4/3/09.  Enclosed was a 
copy of Bulletin No 2-2009 (27/2/09), Frequently Asked Questions and Structural 
Reform Guidelines Feb 2009 – all from the Local Government Reform Steering 
Committee.   
 
Copies of the Minutes of Special Meeting of State Council of WALGA have also 
been distributed to Councillors. 
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Background: 
Council discussed this matter briefly at the last Council meeting (21 February 
2009), resolving at that time to receive the information provided by the CEO.  Since 
that meeting, Bulletin 2-2009 has been received from the Local Government 
Reform Steering Committee.   
 
Bulletin 2-2009 has provided some clarification and requirements which may now 
enable Council to further discuss this matter. 
 
In a broadly related issue council resolved at its meeting of 16 September 2006 as 
follows: 
 
“That in the matter of Regional Cooperation, council agree that a ROC or VROC is 
not warranted and that regular (say quarterly) meetings of the CEO’s be held on 
Regional Cooperation with every second of these meetings being with CEO’s and 
Presidents. 
 
Further, that The Shire of Meekatharra adopt the following as its position on 
regional cooperation: 
 
“The Shire of Meekatharra will encourage, participate in and assist with 
facilitating any opportunity between Councils that will create efficiencies or 
improve the circumstances of the Shire of Meekatharra and/or other Councils. 
 
Regular communication between the CEO’s and Shire Presidents will provide a 
starting point to develop opportunities within the Zone. 
 
The Shire of Meekatharra encourages and supports sharing of information (reports, 
agenda items, knowledge etc) between Councillors, CEO’s and Council Staff.  This 
already occurs and may be further developed to create efficiencies for Council’s. 
 
The Shire of Meekatharra does not support the formation of another decision 
making body (eg VROC or ROC).  Council believes that most initiatives and 
opportunities that can be developed under the banner of a VROC or ROC could be 
equally and more efficiently achieved by simple communication and agreement 
between the participating Council’s.” 
 
 
Comment: 
The CEO will provide Council with any responses received from neighbouring 
shires at the Council meeting.   
 
It is difficult to see where any amalgamation in the region would result in 
significant cost saving being achieved apart from reduced duplication of some 
tasks, but any such saving is likely to be lost in other additional costs and other 
intangible disadvantages through the sheer size of the district.   

 
The current process and guidelines are couched in voluntary terms and there does 
not appears to be any statutory obligation on the Shire to comply, however there are 
strong overtones of potential threat associated with the Minister’s agenda and the 
Council would need to be very cautious in not observing his requirements. 
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Basically the Minister is holding local governments to ransom with a threat to 
amalgamate “voluntarily”, or he will take over and force an amalgamation that may 
not suit the Shires involved.   
 
It is questionable whether the Minister will have the political support to follow 
through with his threat.  His agenda is already contrary to the Liberal party’s pre 
election policy, the NP has reconfirmed its policy that it still opposes forced 
amalgamation and the ALP has said it is opposed to forced amalgamation.  Further, 
the State government is itself in a fragile alliance and depends upon the support of 
independent MP’s including John Bowler who has said he does not support forced 
amalgamation. 
 
It is significant that the Minister has not provided any factual data to prove that his 
amalgamation agenda claims that big is better will provide any actual benefit to the 
affected communities. 
 
In view of the requirement for the LGAB to conduct formal inquiry’s for each 
proposal received, and the likelihood of up to 60 or 70 or even more separate 
proposals from the 140 local governments after the deadline of 31 August 2009, the 
Minister’s implementation date of July 2011 seems ambitious.   

 
What is clear is that the Minister has set off a process that will dominate local 
government time, effort and debate for the next couple of years.   

 
The Minister’s timeline imposes a considerable additional burden on the elected 
members and senior Staff and the process must be a high priority task. 
 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson, Shire President 
Gary Martin, Consultant (with thanks - source of some text herein) 
Neighbouring CEO’s 
 
Statutory Environment: 
The process of amalgamation is set out in section 2.1 and schedule 2.1 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 and requires any proposal submitted for amalgamation is to 
be considered by the Local Government Advisory Board (LGAB), which makes a 
recommendation to the Minister.  The LGAB is required to conduct an inquiry 
which includes public hearings and a period of consultation.  If the LGAB then 
recommends an amalgamation it is required to give notice to affected electors in the 
local governments involved. 

 
That notice triggers an opportunity for either 250 electors or 10% of any affected 
district to demand a poll on the amalgamation.  The Minister can also require such a 
poll.  Then, if in any (either) district affected by an amalgamation proposal at least 
50% of the electors vote and a majority are opposed to the proposal the Minister 
must reject the recommendation to amalgamate.   

 
This existing democratic right means that a proposal can be stopped at the last 
minute by the affected electors.  This underlines the true nature of local government 
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by local people – rather than it being imposed by dictatorial methods and based on 
ideological grounds rather than true community of interest.  

 
From his comments, it would seem that the Minister plans on removing the 
democratic right of electors to decide on their preferred local government.   
 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
 
Strategic Implications: 
This process has already cost the CEO significant time.  It seems likely that 
Councillors, the CEO and senior staff will be involved in the ongoing processes and 
issues.  There is no capacity under the existing structure for staff to absorb the time 
requirements imposed by this issue and the recently announced federal stimulus 
grants and royalties for regions grants.  These additional time burdens will therefore 
have an effect on the capacity of the CEO and staff to complete council projects and 
tasks, management processes (including recruitment, contracts etc), governance 
tasks (including agenda items) compliance and statutory requirements. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr AB Downing 
Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Council:  
 
1.  note the information and requests contained in, and attached to, Bulletin 2-
2009 from the Local Government Reform Steering Committee.   
 
2.  endorse and approve the action of the CEO and Shire President in writing 
to neighbouring Council’s seeking their position on Local Government 
Reform. 
 
3.  on the matter of Local Government Reform Strategies as recently 
communicated by the Minister for Local Government and the Local 
Government Reform Steering Committee, adopts the following position: 
 
Council will complete the Local Government Reform Checklist by the due date 
of 30 April 2009.  Staff are to prepare a draft for discussion at the April 2009 
Council meeting.   
 
Council is willing to discuss structural reform, voluntary amalgamation and/or 
boundary changes with other interested Councils.   
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2009 
Page 143 

 
However, given:  

• the town of Meekatharra’s remote, isolated location,  
• that the Shire of Meekatharra (in area) is one of the largest shires in 

WA (and therefore the world),  
• that Council’s unsealed road network is the fifth largest in WA and  
• that Council resources are already fully and efficiently employed,  

Council can currently see no clear and present benefit to its residents, 
ratepayers or stakeholders in undertaking any adjustment to its boundaries.   
 
Council will ultimately only agree to any boundary adjustment if, as a result of 
any proposed boundary change, it is clearly established and proven that there 
will be benefits to current residents, ratepayers and all stakeholders of the 
shire over the short, medium and long term.  
 
4.  authorises the CEO, in consultation with the Shire President, to undertake 
initial discussions concerning Local Government Reform with any 
neighbouring CEO, whose Council wishes to undertake such discussions.  
These discussions would take the form of fact finding and fleshing out the basic 
details of any proposal or suggestion – with no commitment or decisions to be 
made on behalf of the Shire of Meekatharra.  The outcomes of any such 
discussions are to be reported to Council as soon as possible. 
 
 CARRIED 5/1 
 
 Cr NL Trenfield voted against the motion. 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
  No agenda item. 
 
9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 

 
During discussion the CEO asked if Council would like to communicate with 
Mr Bill Atyeo (if available) by conference telephone.  All Councillors present 
approved of this suggestion. 
 
CEO Roy McClymont & Cr JE Burgemeister left the meeting from 11.35 – 
11.39 during discussions on the following item. 
 
Mr Bill Atyeo, Council’s Environmental Health Contractor joined the meeting 
by conference phone from 11.41 to 11.50 during discussion of the following 
item.  Mr Atyeo answered questions and provided comments on the item (No 
9.5.1). 

 
9.5.1 TOWN PLANNING – YULELLA VISION DEVELOPMENT  
 

LOCATION: LOT 19 MAIN STREET 
APPLICANT: YULELLA ABORIGINAL CORP. 
FILE REFERENCE: Lot 19 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 13TH MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR: W.V. ATYEO 
 EHO/BUILDING SURVEYOR 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY McCLYMONT 
 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 
 
 

Summary: 
 
Yulella Aboriginal Corporation was granted a Town Planning permit in April 2008 
in which conditions were placed on it in regard to a number of issues. The Shire has 
now received a letter from them requesting amendments to the conditions which 
should be able to be accommodated. 
 
They request that the number of car parks required be reduced from 19 as called for 
by the Scheme to 11, and that the screen fencing be not of solid construction, but 
one that can be seen through (as is depicted in the amended drawings submitted. All 
other conditions would be complied with. 
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I will be recommending that the amended development plans submitted to the Shire 
on the 11th March 2009 be approved by Council, with the conditions affected 
conditions amended to reflect these amendments. 

 
Background: 
 
The Shire received an application in April 2008 from the owners of Yulella Vision 
to extend their building to the front boundary, and to include a verandah which will 
extend over the footpath by 3600 mm. Council approved the development with a 
number of conditions placed on that permit. 
The Shire has now had an amended development plan submitted on the 11th March 
2009 requesting two changes to the conditions. 
Comments: 
I have attached the amended plan that was submitted to me on the 11th March 2009. 
You will note the changes in regard to: 

• The front doors swinging outwards. There are now two doors and both 
swing out. 

• There are 16 car parks shown on the map. 
• The roller door (not shown on this plan but is on another) has been re-

located to comply with Council’s conditions. 
• The proposed construction of the fence to be placed on the front boundary. 

350x350 brick piers with low brick between piers to 750 high. Infill 
between piers with steel pool fence panels. 

 
1. Car Parking Spaces: I feel with the numbers detailed on the plans is 

adequate and that Council can amend that condition to 11, providing the 
whole area is rendered dust proof and the whole of the area is fully 
maintained and free from all debris and rubbish at all times. Further to this, 
the cars parked on this allotment that are being attended to by the 
mechanical business on the same lot are at all times are to be parked to the 
rear of the allotment, and must be parked in a manner (or separately 
screened) that is aesthetically pleasing to the satisfaction of the Shire. 

 
2. Fencing: The proposed construction of the fence to be placed on the front 

boundary is 350x350 brick piers with low brick between piers to 750 high. 
Infill between piers will be with steel pool fence panels. 

 
Consultation: 
Proponents Representative – Mr Ron Bradford 
Manager of Yulella Vision – David 

 
Statutory Environment: 
Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation: 

 
That  Council Approves the proposed amended development plans submitted 
by Yulella Aboriginal Corporation to build the extensions to the Yulella 
Visions building on Lot 19 Main Street, with the following conditions forming 
part of the approval: 
 

1. The development is to include the provision of an extra 11 car parks in 
accordance with the Meekatharra Shire Town Planning Scheme, or the 
developer to provide a cash in lieu of this at a figure that is calculated 
in accordance with the requirements of the Town Planning Scheme. 

2. The whole area is to be rendered dust proof and the whole of the area is 
to be fully maintained and free from all debris and rubbish at all times. 

3. The cars parked on this allotment that are being attended to by the 
mechanical business on the same lot are at all times to be parked to the 
rear of the allotment, and must be parked in a manner (or separately 
screened) that is aesthetically pleasing to the satisfaction of the Shire. 

4. The screen fencing proposed by the developer in the amended plans 
submitted on the 11th March 2009 is approved by the Shire. 

5. The roller door indicated on the plans to the front boundary of Lot 19 is 
to be repositioned so that the access to the building is not over the 
footpath. 

6. The size of the columns used to support the verandah over the footpath 
are to be increased from 75 x 75 mm to 150 mm square or if round 
columns are used, then the diameter of these columns is to be 150 mm. 

7. The buildings and access to the buildings shall be modified to satisfy the 
requirements of Australian Standards 1428 for persons with 
disabilities. 

8. No incinerator is to be provided or used on the site. All refuse shall be 
regularly removed to Council's tip. 

9. All stormwater emanating from the lot is to be discharged to a legal 
point of disposal so that it does not cross the boundaries of any 
adjacent lot or cause any detriment to the adjacent lots. 

10. This Planning Permit will become void if development has not 
commenced within fourteen (14) months of the issue of permit. 

11. The time for completion of the development work is twenty (20) months 
from the date of issue of the permit. Council may grant an extension of 
time, only on receiving written application from the developer and 
received at least three (3) months prior to the expiration of the time 
limits. 
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12. The footpaths adjoining the lot shall be maintained, clean and tidy at all 
times by the applicant to the satisfaction of Councils Works and 
Services Manager. 

13. Before any work is commenced on the allotment, all relevant 
applications for a Building License, all fees, and required 
documentation shall be lodged with Council, and all approvals issued in 
writing by the responsible Officer of Council. 

 
 
Council Resolution: 

  Moved: Cr AB Downing  
  Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 

That  Council Approves the proposed amended development plans submitted 
by Yulella Aboriginal Corporation to build the extensions to the Yulella 
Visions building on Lot 19 Main Street, with the following conditions forming 
part of the approval: 
 
1. The development is to include the provision of 7 (seven) car parks for the 

use of customers of Yulella Vision and in accordance with the Meekatharra 
Shire Town Planning Scheme, or the developer to provide a cash in lieu of 
this at a figure that is calculated in accordance with the requirements of the 
Town Planning Scheme.  The Car Parks are to be provided along the 
southern boundary fence starting at the front boundary (Main Street). 

2. The whole area is to be rendered dust proof and the whole of the area is to 
be fully maintained and free from all debris and rubbish at all times. 

3. The cars parked on this allotment that are being attended to by the 
mechanical business on the same lot are at all times to be parked to the 
rear of the allotment, and must be parked in a manner that is aesthetically 
pleasing to the satisfaction of the Shire.  The area to the south of the 
workshop is to be screened from the main street by installing a 1.8 metre 
high screen fence of coloured sheet iron or other suitable material 
extending from the southern boundary fence at 90 degrees and for a length 
of 10 metres.  This screen fence is to be positioned to the east of the above 7 
car parks. 

4. The above requirements provide for separate parking for the two different 
businesses operating on the property.  Council requests that the front entry 
(off Main Street) be used mainly for light vehicles and that large vehicles 
and workshop related vehicles use the entrance off the rear lane way. 

5. The screen fencing proposed by the developer in the amended plans 
submitted on the 11th March 2009 is approved by the Shire. 

6. The roller door indicated on the plans to the front boundary of Lot 19 is to 
be repositioned so that the access to the building is not over the footpath. 

7. The size of the columns used to support the verandah over the footpath are 
to be increased from 75 x 75 mm to 150 mm square or if round columns are 
used, then the diameter of these columns is to be 150 mm. 

8. The buildings and access to the buildings shall be modified to satisfy the 
requirements of Australian Standards 1428 for persons with disabilities. 

9. No incinerator is to be provided or used on the site. All refuse shall be 
regularly removed and deposited in the correct area of Council's tip. 
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10. All stormwater emanating from the lot is to be discharged to a legal point 
of disposal so that it does not cross the boundaries of any adjacent  lot or 
cause any detriment to the adjacent lots. 

11. This Planning Permit will become void if development has not commenced 
within fourteen (14) months of the issue of permit. 

12. The time for completion of the development work is twenty (20) months 
from the date of issue of the permit. Council may grant an extension of 
time, only on receiving written application from the developer and received 
at least three (3) months prior to the expiration of the time limits. 

13. The footpaths adjoining the lot shall be maintained, clean and tidy at all 
times by the applicant to the satisfaction of Councils Works and Services 
Manager. 

14. Before any work is commenced on the allotment, all relevant applications 
for a Building License, all fees, and required documentation shall be lodged 
with Council, and all approvals issued in writing by the responsible Officer 
of Council. 
 

 CARRIED 6/0 
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9.6 WORKS & SERVICES 
No agenda item. 

 
10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF THE 

MEETING 
 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
  Moved: CrAB Downing  
  Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
  That Council discuss two items of new business of an urgent nature. 
 
 CARRIED 6/0 
 
 

 10.1.1 PROCESS MINERALS INTERNATIONAL – QUAD ROAD TRAIN 
CARTAGE OPERATIONS ON ASHBURTON DOWNS ROAD: 

 
Council discussed this matter and the CEO provided advice to Council 
concerning the process and ramifications of withdrawing Council support for 
the Restricted Access Vehicle Network on Ashburton Downs Road. 

 
Council Resolution: 

 
  Moved: Cr AB Downing  
  Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 

Council expresses concern at PMI’s lack of action in arranging suitable 
maintenance equipment (as previously agreed) prior to commencing haulage 
on Ashburton Downs Road.  The CEO is to contact PMI urgently with a view 
to stopping PMI’s cartage operations on Ashburton Downs Road if PMI do not 
have suitable road maintenance equipment in operation, including, but not 
limited to, a semi trailer water cart.  Further, that the CEO investigate the 
possibility and process involved in withdrawing Council’s approval of quad 
configured road trains. 

 
 CARRIED 6/0 
 
 10.1.2 SALE OF SECOND HAND CONCRETE SLABS 
 

Six Councillors expressed their support of motion to revoke council’s previous 
motion authorising the sale of second hand concrete slabs.   

 
Council Resolution: 

 
  Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
  Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
  That Council revoke point 2 of its resolution 9.3.1 of 21/4/07 which reads:  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2009 
Page 153 

“2. That council advertise locally for the sale of second hand concrete slabs at 
$2.50 each plus GST ($2.75 each including GST).  Purchasers are entirely 
responsible for the loading and transport of the slabs.  Slabs are to be fully paid 
for in advance (no exceptions) and a staff member is to accompany all purchasers 
when picking up slabs from the Depot. Pick up times are to be arranged by 
appointment.”   
Further, that all relevant staff be advised that second hand slabs are no longer 
for sale. 

 
 CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting closed at 12.07pm. 

 


