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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
The Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 9:33am. 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only rely 
on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) days of 
this Meeting 
 
Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr T R Hutchinson (Shire President) 
Cr N L Trenfield (Deputy Shire President) 
Cr J E Burgemeister 
Cr A G Burrows 
Cr A B Downing 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont Chief Executive Officer 
Cameron Watson Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
Apologies 
Cr H Nichols 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Cr R Howden 
 
Observers 
Nil 
 
 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Nil 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
Page 3 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Cr A B Downing be allowed a leave of absence for the July 19, 2008 and August 16, 2008 
meetings. 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr N Trenfield 

CARRIED 5/0 
  

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD MAY 17, 2008 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, May 17, 2008 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MAY 7, 2008 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 be received. 

CARRIED5/0 

6.3 LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MAY 22, 2008 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the minutes from the Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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6.4 MEEKATHARRA AERODROME EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES HELD MAY 22, 2008 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Aerodrome Emergency Management 
Committee Meeting held Thursday, May 22, 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 

6.5 MEEKATHARRA AIRPORT SECURITY COMMITTEE MEETING COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES HELD MAY 22, 2008 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Aerodrome Security Committee Meeting held 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

6.6 MEEKATHARRA FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
MAY 12, 2008 

 
Moved: Cr  A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr  N Trenfield 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Festival Management Committee Meeting held 
Monday, May 12, 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 
Roy McClymont presented the following: 
• Duplex in Darlot street is back on the market 
• The Governor is visiting Meekatharra on the 21st July 
• Introduction to Bush Firefighting course on the 26th and 27th of June 
• Midwest Development Commission has organised a meeting in Mt Magnet on 9th July to 

discuss Main Roads team network Contracts. 
• CEO’s Performance review is now due. Questionnaire will be sent out To Councillors 

soon. 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – MAY 2008 
 
Ashburton Downs Construction 
 
The construction crew are progressing well on the floodways and drainage work on 
Ashburton Downs Road. Major floodways have been lowered and lengthened to allow 
the water to disperse across the road over a bigger area this will reduce the amount of 
scouring on road shoulders which has taken place previously after heavy rains. 
Additional bunds and humps have also been installed within the floodplain areas to 
control the water flow more evenly and effectively. 
After the floodways are completed gravel re-sheeting will commence over rocky type 
limestone over a length 4.3klms x 8m in width the work will start at s.l.k19.90 and 
finish at s.l.k.24.20 as per the work schedule. 
If we are lucky enough to receive rain while working on Ashburton Downs Road and 
only after completion of the re-sheeting the remaining sections of finer type limestone 
will be water bound compacted and shaped within this financial year. 
 
As council is aware we have PMI carting manganese along Ashburton Downs Road the 
road is showing signs of wear and tear because of the dry conditions. I have spoken to 
PMI management and asked them to water down the road on a regular basis when 
possible; I also suggested that if they are prepared to water the road we would send our 
grader to grade the road when convenient. At the moment they are in the early stage of 
start up mode with the crushing however when full production is reached the amount of 
trucks carting the manganese will increase dramatically. 
 
 
Ned’s Creek Construction 
 
Initially an allocation of $59,670 was to be spent in 2007-08 on a section of gravel re-
sheeting over 10klms x 8m in width and other minor type work at various locations. At 
this stage we have completed approximately 7.50 kms of the gravel re-sheeting on this 
project at a cost of $100,000 this also includes the costs associated with pushing up 
gravel and includes mob & de-mob of hire plant. 
Concerns were raised with the Works Group in relation to the cost to complete the full 
10klms of re-sheeting and other associated work. Contractors were stood down and a 
meeting was arranged onsite to inspect the progress to date and make a decision on 
what was to be completed to bring the road section scheduled up to a reasonable 
standard without a huge expenditure blowout. 
A decision was made to cut the gravel re-sheeting and cartage length short and pull in 
what materials we could with the grader to at least have some material on the road to 
cover rocks and have material to grade in future. 
To complete this project it was agreed that Bluestone type material would be pushed up 
with council’s dozer and contractors would cart this material to designated areas as per 
work schedule. There would be approximately 4 days carting by contractors to 
complete this work. 
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Cameron Watson left the meeting at 10:17 am 
Cameron Watson returned to the meeting at 10:17 am 
 
 
Three Rivers Road Construction 
 
After completion of the work on Neds Creek Road contractors will be engaged to cart 
gravel over a section four (4) kilometres of rocky material while plant is in the 
immediate area. The material will be spread by council’s grader operator Michael 
Walley before moving onto Ashburton Downs. 
 
 
Works Services staff 
 
It is my intention to employee at least 2 new plant operators to work with the 
construction crew as soon as possible. We have received various applications from 
appropriately experienced persons who will be interviewed for a position as general all 
round plant operator / truck drivers to bring our crew up to a total of the normal 7 
employees. 
 
 
Town Crew 
 
Town crew have been busy with weed spraying / rubbish removal / mowing / graffiti 
removal from fences in laneways. All vacant blocks / creek lines / walk trails will be 
tidied up as time allows. It appears that there has been a steady increase in the amount 
of graffiti on public buildings within the town site, my suggestion would be that we 
make enquiries and discuss with all the suppliers of paint products within the 
Meekatharra area to see who is buying pressure cans of paint that can be used to carry 
out this type of vandalism if the paint was not so readily available then the graffiti 
problem may be reduced. 
 
Staff have also been busy with the construction of various consolidated earth pads for 
the installation of picnic tables and chairs at Peace Gorge they will also attempt to 
clean graffiti off rocks within the picnic area sites. We have also had a busy couple of 
months preparing graves for burials which is a very time consuming task. Depot 
Operations Officer has been busy checking all traffic counters are working effectively 
on councils arterial roads to capture accurate information in relation to types of 
vehicles and speeds this information is paramount for future grants and funding for the 
shire. The depot audit is also being advanced as time allows. 
 
 
Allen Kent 
Works & Services Manager 
 
13/06/2008 
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Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Works & Services Manager’s report for May 2008 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

Cr A B Downing left the meeting at 10:27 am 
Cr A B Downing returned to the meeting at 10:28 am 
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – MAY 2008 
 
There will be no report from our plant mechanic this month due to requirements for 
additional manpower within the Works Service Section he has been engaged operating 
plant on Ashburton Downs construction project. He has also been engaged in pushing 
up material at Neds Creek with council’s dozer for the completion of that project. 
There are no major breakdowns to report all plant is performing well and scheduled 
maintenance will be carried out as services fall due. 
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9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – MAY 2008 
 

MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
 

Aircraft movement and statistics: 
 
Once again, traffic at the airport for the Month of May was above any May figure since 
records have been kept in 2004.  As per last month’s report, the year to date figure is 
growing fast and far exceeds those of the same period of the last 4 years.   
 
Network Aviation’s conversion to Jet flights to Nifty mine did not take place until mid 
May so we gained a considerable number of their aircraft prior to this time.  Skippers 
continued with lots of flights both into and through Meeka.  
 
The following table is provided on aircraft movements and fuel sales for the month of 
May 2008 with comparisons with May 2006 and 2007.   The variation is shown 
between 2006 and 2008,  2006 being our busiest year.    
 
 
 
    2008  2007  2006  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 213  158  208  +3% 
Avgas Fuel Sold:  31660  25585  32402  -2% 
Jet Fuel Sold:   86782  56568  76025  +14% 
Total Fuel Sold  118442 82153  108427 +9% 
 
 
 
The following table shows comparison of the year to date of 2008 against the same 
periods of 2006 and 2007. The variation is shown from last year to this year. 
 
    2008  2007  2006  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 901  740  838  +7.5% 
   
Total Fuel sold:  504,099 390,265 464,799 +8.5%  
 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Works carried out airside during the month of April were as follows: 

• Slashing long grass from along runway edge and off runway strips. 
• Chipping grass from around runway edge markers. 
• Cleaning up weeds and long grass in front of the terminal building (airside) 
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Aerodrome Emergency Exercise 
 
The Aerodrome Emergency committee met on 22nd May for the “Desk top exercise” 
and review of the Aerodrome Emergency Plan.  A LEMAC meeting and Aerodrome 
Security Committee meetings was also held on that day. 
 
General Summary: 
 
Generally, the airport was very busy during May and this didn’t allow much time once 
again for working on improvements and observations from the CASA report.  I was 
also away for 1 week during the month.  
 
Reith MacLeod filled in for me and did a good job once again.  I have finally trained 
another person to back me up for weekend and short term breaks.  Tony Norman from 
RFDS has been trained by Aerodrome Management Services as Reporting Officer and 
I have put him through the necessary aviation fuel training requirements. 
 
It is planned that he will be used as short term relief only. 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
 
11th June 2008 

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report for May 2008 be received 

 
CARRIED 4/0 
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9.1.4 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – MAY 2008 
 
Youth Centre 
The Youth Centre is operating up to standard, and finally is up to cleanliness with a 
surprisingly wonderful new cleaner.  
 
Indoor cricket 
This month saw a new season of indoor cricket start up. It has been a huge success as 
more than enough people turn up every week to be able to make 2 teams. It proves to 
be a massive hit with the adults and teens of town and allows them to compete with and 
against each other. We now are trying to form teams around town so we can get a 
proper competition going, rather than just having ‘fun’. 
 
Softball 
This month also saw the arrival of this year’s season of softball for the youth of Meeka. 
Although there have been hiccups on other towns parts, I feel this will be very 
flourishing time for the youth to build better skills within themselves and as a team. 
The team of Meeka train on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Basketball nights with Karalundi 
The basketball nights with Karalundi have resumed again with massive numbers 
turning up, solely due to more competition rather than with just the youth around town. 
It is a great night for the youth to show off their potential to the opposition. 
We are trying to introduce netball into these nights where the adults can also join in 
too. 
 
Auskick 
We are trying to get auskick started for the younger children, but as yet has only been 
training days on Wednesdays with no proper games yet. This is due to having only a 
small handful of kids turning up. We hope that Karalundi will join in on Wednesdays 
and then we can start playing matches. 
 
Elaine King & Anthony Lloyd 
Youth/Recreation Officers 
 
8/06/2008 
 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Resolution 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the Youth Centres Report for May 2008 be received 

CARRIED 5/0 
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 9.1.5 RANGER’S REPORT – MAY 2008 
 
Ranger Services: 
 
I have attended Meekatharra on three occasions – 1st, 15th, 16th, 17th,24th and 25th of 
May. In all 13 Unregistered dogs were Seized and destroyed. Two registered dogs were 
seized and returned to there owner. Two dogs were registered. Several wild cats were 
trapped and destroyed also. 

I am trialling dog trap cages at night while staying overnight in town. At this stage they 
have proved quite successful. They are easy to set, quiet, unobtrusive and effective. 

There still appears to be a large number of dogs roaming the streets. Hopefully these 
will be dealt with in future visits. 

 

 

Peter Smith  
Ranger 
 
8/06/2008 

 

 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Ranger’s report for May 2008 be received 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are presented 
to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if funds 
can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads within 
the shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter written to funding agencies 
 
Letter written to Dept Land Information 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, that 
no submissions were received by closing dates, Water Corp had 
no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for 
Land Admin permanently close the laneway and portions 
adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no objections 
to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that Council 
doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 3917, 
Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water Pipe 
Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 
objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in old 
building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request CEO to 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 

 
Complete 
In progress 
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advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be interested in 
obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on Lot 922. 

have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

      
18/11/06 9.3.4 Domestic Violence Service 

Council advise Minister for Family & Children’s Services that it 
does not have the capacity to continue as Service Provider for 
Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service.  This 
service will cease at the latest 30/09/07 
Council also to suggest the Minister investigate legal capacity of 
LG Authorities to act as Service Providers under these types of 
agreements. 

CEO/ 
CDO/CDSM 

 
 
Letter sent to Minister (DCD) 27/11/06 
 
CEO to liaise with DCD towards 
termination of agreement. 
Agreement apparently terminated 
1/12/07.  

 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/12/06 9.3.1 Property Valuation Project 

Council arrange to take up the opportunity as it is not only a 
major saving in respect of valuation costs but it also gives 
Council assurance that all property assets will carry the most up 
to date sums insured.  

CDSM  
Email to LGIS 20/12/06 
 
Valuer in Town 27/6/2008 – 
03/07/2008 

In 
progress 
 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure that 
Council and community groups who store items on the reserves 
can continue to do so with unrestricted access and also to 
ensure that Council secures the necessary access for the 
Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised lease 
be presented to Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. The 
works could be done by our own staff or could be subcontracted 
out.  

CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew 
 

In 
Progress 
 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been written 
to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply has been 
received. Council decided to seek the additional funding required 
to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Lotterywest will not transfer the 

funds and monies have been 
returned. Another grant 
application will be submitted in 
June.  

- Regional Development 
Scheme: agreed to transfer 

In progress 
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funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: confirmation 
not yet received as several 
queries are unable to be 
answered at this stage.  

      
17/3/07 9.3.3 Adoption of Local Laws 

As our local laws range from 1916 to 1998 in age Council 
decided to repeal them all and make new ones. Public comment 
was advertised for and as there was no submissions after the 
expiry date this process was commenced in March 2005. Due to 
anticipated changes to local laws by the Department of Local 
Government and Regional Development, Council resolved to ‘let 
the matter lay’ until these changes were finalised 

CDSM To be gazetted In progress 

      
19/5/07 9.2.4 Meekatharra Aquatic Centre – Annual Report 

Contract Aquatic Services (CAS) recommended new surface 
coating, roof over change rooms, install 2nd hand diving board 
and general maintenance during winter closure. 

CEO Email Cameron to allow in Budget 
 
Order dive board 
 
Awaiting quote from CAS (surface 
coating). 

Actioned 
21/5/07 
Actioned 
21/5/07 
Work to be 
completed 
June 08 

      
14/12/07 10.1.4 Goldfields Hwy – CEO Letter to Minister + Meet with Wiluna 

Awaiting response from Wiluna.  
Further letter to Wiluna Shire 29/2/08 – 
awaiting response. 

Letters 
sent 
20/12/07  

    Letter from Wiluna Shire 24/4/08 
 

Complete 

      
19/01/08 10.1.5 Gings Write to Minister – declare all gings prohibited weapons CEO Obtain database all WA Councils 

Seek support of all WA Councils 
Database received Feb 08 letters to be 
sent to all Councils.  Response from 
Minister 24/4/08. 
Resolution passed WALGA Zone 

In progress 
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meeting 9/5/08 requesting WALGA to 
lobby for amendment of Regs  

      
16/02/08  Cemetery Plaque CDSM / AA Contacted Glen, approve proof of 

plaque. 
 
To be installed by local contractor 
 

Plaque 
received 
24.04.08 
In progress 

      
15/03/08 9.5.2 Oval Lights Tender  07/08-5 

Discontinue project & return grant funds received 
CDSM Cancelled and all money received to 

be returned to Department of Sport 
and Rec. 

Complete 

      
15/03/08 9.5.3 Tender 07/08-4 – two new houses, Accept Fleetwood tender,  

Commence demolitions/site works. 
Decision on septic system to be made by Council. 
 

CDSM Order and write out PO Complete  
Started 

     18/03/08 
15/03/08 9.5.5 Zero Waste Plans – Phase 2 

Join with Yalgoo and other shires in region in engaging a 
consultant to prepare a Strategic Waste Mgt Plan 

CDSM/EHO Advise Yalgoo liaise other shires. 
Consultant close to being engaged. 
Sandstone, Wiluna 

In 
Progress 

      
15/03/08 10.1.1 Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 

Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

CEO/WSM CEO to discuss details of this proposal 
with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 
writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

In progress 

19/04/08 9.3.1 Review of Local Authority Number plates 
Council accepted and Implements the suggested design 

 AA Fill in appropriate forms, write a letter 
and a Purchase order for the amount 
of $190 

Complete 
24.04.2008 

      
      
19/04/08 9.3.2 Donation – Karen Morrissey – 2020 Summit. 

Council declined the request 
CEO Write and send a letter to Karen 

Morrissey 
Sent  
23/4/08 

      
19/04/08 9.3.3 Walga Endorsement of “ The Journey” CEO Email Sandstone & contribute/vote at Complete 
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The Sandstone proposal be included as an agenda item at 
either 2008 or 2009 Annual General Meeting 

WALGA Zone Meeting 9/5/08  

      
19/04/08 9.6.1 GTS-MEEK-0701 Grave Ck Floodway Reconstruction 

immediate payment to Moses Contracting and a further 
payment for extra volume of slurry to be paid after inspection 

WSM Immediate Payment of $5085  
Floodway Inspected 24/4/08. 
Corrective works required by 
Contractor 

In progress 
Complete 
In progress 

      
19/04/08 9.6.2 Mt Clere Rd – Floodways – Quotes/  Tenders 

Will not call for tenders just use quotes 
WSM Letter to Moses Contracting accepting 

quote. 
Specis/drawings to be completed. 
Write Purchase order/contract  

Advised 
 
In progress 

      
19/04/08 10.1.1 Pollelle Rd Grid / Fences 

Agree with letter.  
WSM Purchase $2,200 worth of steel star 

pickets. 
Write to Mr Lacey accepting his 
proposal 
 

Complete 
 
Advised 

      
19/04/08 10.1.2 Service delivery to indigenous communities 

Accept Draft response of questionnaire 
Create a Council position statement and submission to the 
Local Government Advisory Board. 

CEO Send completed Questionnaire  
and position statement 

Sent 
22/4/08 

      
17/05/08 9.2.4 08/09 Draft Management Budget 

Council receives budget, 
Advertise of a different rate  
Allow expenditure on solar hot water system 

CDSM Make modifications 
 
Advertise 
 

In process 
 
Complete 
26.05.08 

      
17/05/08 9.2.5 Amendments to the schedule of fees and charges 

Make any additions, deletions or modifications 
CDSM  In Process 

      
17/05/08 9.3.1 Blue Light 

Waive the fees for hall hire 
AA/ CDAO Write a letter to the committee 

Let reception know of the waiver 
Complete 
21.05.08 

      
17/05/08 9.3.2 Donation 

Council donate $500 to the Fresh Start Recovery Programme 
AA/ CDAO Write a letter attached with a cheque Complete 

28.05.08 
      
17/05/08 9.3.3 Sustainability- “The Journey” – WALGA Report 

Council endorses the comments provided by staff and submit 
CEO Comments sent to WALGA Completed 

10.06.08 
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the comments to WALGA for consideration. 
      
17/05/08 9.6.1 Judal- Mileura rd section 

Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Perferred link 
Between the shires 

CEO/ WSM Mr Patrick be advised of this decision 
 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

Complete 
19.05.08 
 
In Process 
 

      
17/05/08 9.6.2 Goldfields highway Meeka- Wiluna section. Council supports 

Wiluna shires petition. 
Wiluna be requested to undertake the role of final collection and 
forwarding to Parliament 

CEO/ AA Inform Wiluna of Councils support 
 
Distribution of Petition 
 
 
Collection of Petition 

Complete 
19.05.08 
Complete 
30.05.08 
 
In Process 
 

      
17/05/08 10.1.1 Donation- Community Patrol,  

Donation of $6000.00 to be budgeted for, the use of the 
operation of the Meeka Community Patrol. Authorise the CEO to 
sign off on the final draft Memorandum of Understanding. 
Appoint Cr Downing as councils rep. 

CEO Letter informing Yulella of support 
 
Include $6000 in the 08/09 budget 
 
CEO to sign off on the final draft 
Memorandum of Understanding 
 
Appoint Cr A Downing 

Complete 
19.05.08 

      
17/05/08 10.1.2 Development of Leased land on Airport – RFDS 

Approve the development. 
EHSO Approve Building licence 

Approval of the Office of Transport 
Security in regards to the fence. 

In Process 

      
17/05/08  Replace the Airport hot water system with a solar system CEO/ MAL   
      
17/05/08  Gings CEO Write a letter to WALGA Complete 

26.05.08 
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The following tasks and projects have been identified by staff and Councillors 
as being important to be addressed in the short term in order to bring Council up to date 
with compliance, governance and general sound management principles.  

   
Priority Tasks/projects to be done Status 

5 Assets - stocktake assets and create procedure to manage major and minor assets Started 

5 Auditing Review scope of current financial audit 
Not 
started 

1 Buildings create 10 year maintenance and new building program  Started 

2 Cemeteries - review facilities and upgrade - eg. interment of  ashes  
Not 
started 

  Code of conduct - Review within 12 months of each election Started 

1 Employment Contracts/letters - review and change to Workplace Agreements as req'd  
In 
progress 

5 Employee start up and termination procedures create checklist 
In 
progress 

1 Evacuation plans - signs etc create/review 
Not 
started 

1 First aid kits and training - review  
In 
progress 

3 Fuel use, procurement and systems for monitoring - review and update systems as reqd 
In 
progress 

5 Gravel pit reinstatement 
In 
progress 

5 Gravel pit use - legalise Started 

5 Health - mosquito - create full researched plan 
Not 
started 

5 Insurance Claims Procedure review, create check lists etc 
Not 
started 

5 Interpretive centre planning, procurement, title, funding etc etc etc Started 

1 Lease Reserves 40845, 40847 - formalise & legalise lease 
In 
progress 

1 Local laws - enact new ones 
In 
progress 

2 Heritage - Municipal Inventory - Review 
In 
progress 

1 Occ health and safety compliance - review and ensure compliance Started 

4 Plant maintenance - training of operators and management 
In 
progress 

5 Property addressing - clear numbers on houses/curbs formalise with DLI and implement. 
In 
progress 

  Public Safety Check Lists for playgrounds, BMX track etc create & set procedures 
In 
progress 

5 Recruitment and induction procedures - review, create, improve 
In 
progress 

1 Review Community Development - Create Plan for Future then review structure 
In 
progress 

5 Roads - update and improve annual road maintenance list (create schedule) Started 

5 Roads - create 5 year road construction program/schedule Started 

5 Roads - create grid improvement program (seal/stabilise approaches)   
Not 
started 

5 Roads - list unfenced grids, seek approvals and remove grids 
Not 
started 
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5 Roads - ensure compliance with Clearing of Land legislation Started 

1 Rubbish Tip - improve day to day management - recycling, attended, open times etc 
In 
progress 

1 Rubbish tip - set up system to monitor use of Septic Waste Pond (septic, clinical etc) 
Not 
started 

5 Stock - gravel metal cement sand etc booking out procedures - review Started 

5 Stock (filters, oils, parts, cement etc) - set procedures and levels Started 

5 Tenancies - regular inspections of houses and other properties Started 

5 
Tenancies - write/rewrite all agreements to comply with act and include bonds (amend 
policy) 

In 
progress 

  Trails projects - review and implement Stage 2 
In 
progress 

5 Work instructions/procedures - none exist - create Started 

1 Works construction - prepare water, gravel etc for Construction Program 
On-
going 

1 Town Planning Scheme No 3 - finalise process - Planning Commission letters 
In 
progress 

  Controlled Waste Regulations 2004 - set up reporting system Started 

  Office drive data crash - recover data or recreate documents & data 
In 
progress 

  Airport apply for Security Agents License for Airport Delete 

  Airport managers relief - sort out and schedule Complete 

  Airport reporting officers qualification - 3 day course - CEO, CSO, CDO Complete 

  Airport Security Training - 6 day course - Admin Staff? Advertise for Locals?? Delete 

  Appointment of Bush Fire Control Officers + CBFCO & DCBFCO check if required 
OK 
Delete 

  Budget 2006/2007 - advertise diff rates, adopt budget and rates. Complete 

  Environmental Health Officer - Consultancy Agreement - review, amend sign off Complete 

  Airport emergency drill - facilitate agencies to conduct drill Complete 

  Fire Arms Act - check compliance and change procedures as necessary Complete 

  Motor Vehicles - analyse optimum change over times for light vehicles Complete 

  Property Addressing - Geographic Names Committee - April 02 - research & respond  Complete 

  Rubbish Contract - call tenders - tender specis, contract etc Complete 

  Swimming pool - complete concourse upgrade Complete 

  Tender - call tenders for residence Lot 304 Darlot St Delete 

  Trainee Parks and Gardens worker - research possibility/feasibility  Complete 

1 Airport - review Managers role, relief, fueling tasks etc etc New Position Asst Manager Complete 

  Annual report & electors meeting Complete 

1 Auditing Have external compliance and situational audit done Complete 

1 Budget Create budget procedures and timelines for 07/08 budget Complete 

5 Dog registration procedures - check compliance Complete 

1 Domestic Violence Service - check legalities, council responsibilities, authorities etc Complete 

5 Freedom of information act - Check for compliance & create/update as required Complete 
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1 Housing - inspect and arrange higher cost maintenance items of houses  Complete 

1 Policy manual - review Complete 

1 Ranger/security officer - recruit Complete 

5 Records Act - complete review by Sept 06 Complete 

5 Public Interest Disclosure Act 2003 - implement the legislation Complete 

1 Review Administration and Management Structure Complete 

1 Works construction Schedule, cost and program works 06/07 Complete 

1 Re-start and organise monthly interagency meetings  Complete 

  Overtime authorities and procedures OK 

1 Overtime of works crews - review efficiencies OK 

  Payroll procedures - timesheets, time in lieu, works reporting - check OK 

2 CEO's regulatory responsibilities - ensure compliance - procedures Complete 

2 Cemeteries - review compliance   Complete 

1 Housing - arrange basic repairs of houses as per tenants reports Complete 

1 Housing - urgent - set up facilities for consultants/contractors Complete 

1 Plant Replacement Program - review and update Complete 

5 Airport security - engage Geraldton Security Agent to take on emergency security Complete 

1 Airport - create Tender and contract documents - call tenders Complete 

1 Delegations register - review annually - after Policy Manual completed Complete 

5 Disability service act compliance-  Access & Inclusion Plan by 30/06/07 + annual report Complete 

  Employee contracts/agreements review and check conditions being followed Complete 
 

  Completed/Finalised Tasks Status 
5 Fuel sales - review legal and moral issues Complete 

2 Fees & charges full review of fees and charges schedule inc Cemeteries Complete 

1 Lease - Wesfarmers Yard - review lease terms and conditions + seek approvals Complete 

1 
Performance reviews - review/create procedures and performance indicators - 
conduct performance reviews - Krys, Terry, Megan Complete 

1 Plan for the future - a strategic plan Complete 

5 Works crew numbers and efficient requirements - review and create procedures Complete 

  Contaminated Sites Legislation - report by 1 May 2007 Complete 

  Works & Services Manager - recruit Complete 

  Admin/relief officer - finalise position description and recruit Complete 

5 Training - skills, knowledge, qualifications of employees create training program Complete 

  Works construction Schedule, cost and program works 07/08 Complete 

5 Emergency Management Act 2005 - compliance - committee, plans etc Complete 

  Leases/contracts review all and create action list Complete 

 Leases/contracts - action list of tasks to be done Complete 
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5 Purchasing procedures review, create and implement improved procedures  Complete 

5 Tenancies - procedures for Property Conditions reports at start and finish of tenancies Complete 

5 Tenancies - compliance with Tenancies act - check, improve Complete 

1 Workers Comp Claims Procedure Complete 

  Log books ensure FBT compliance Complete 

5 Records Act - implement records management review Complete 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Status report for May 2008 be received 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED MAY 30, 2008 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 7 JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 
(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the financial report for the period ending May 30, 2008 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
 
There where no actions taken under delegated power requiring notification to Council in May 2008. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 7 JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for May 
31, 2008. 

CARRIED 5/0 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
64 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
65 
 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
66 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
67 

 
9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2008 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 6 JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $ 832870.01 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $             .00 
Air BP Voucher No’s VARIOUS  Amount: $             .00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
That the accounts as detailed for March 2008 be paid. 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.4 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REVIEW 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM 0090 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   30th MAY 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 

Summary: 
This report presents the 2008 Financial Management Review to Council for 
acceptance. 

 
Attachments: 
2008 Financial Management Review. 

 
Background: 
Once in every four year period, a review of the appropriateness and effectiveness of 
Councils financial management systems and procedures is required to be 
undertaken with the outcome of this review being subsequently reported to Council.  
 
Comment: 
In May 2008, Councils Auditors – UHY Haines Norton Chartered Accountants, 
performed an independent financial management review on behalf of Council.  
Their findings and associated report are attached to this item. 
 
Overall the review was positive with the Auditors final conclusion being in part; 
 

“Whilst a number of areas have been noted as requiring attention, we consider 
the overall effectiveness of the financial management systems and procedures of 
Council are sound and appropriate for Councils current level of operations.” 

 
Consultation: 
Nil 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, section 5 (2) (c) 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Committee Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council receives the Financial Management Review for 2008 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.5 ANNUAL BUDGET 2008/09 - ADOPTION 
 
LOCATION NIL 
APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0242 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   11th JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 
Summary: 
This report puts forward the Statutory Budget for Councils endorsement and 
acceptance. 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – 2008/09 Statutory Budget & Schedule of Fees & Charges. 
 
Background: 
At the full Council meeting held on Saturday 17th May 2008, Council reviewed and 
balanced the 2008/09 Draft Management Budget.  Since this occurred some 
amendments have been made to the original balanced document, these will be 
discussed at the meeting. 
 
Comment: 
The 2008/09 Statutory Budget is attached for Councils Consideration. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Ron Back - Consultants 
Councillors 
Other Staff 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Section 6.2 of the Local Government Act 1995 
Part 3 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications:  
The Annual Budget has an effect on the majority of Councils current policies. 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
Page 86 

Financial Implications: 
The 2008/09 Budget is the main document relating to Councils Income and 
Expenditure for the coming Financial Year. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Councils Plan for the Future of the District is utilised as a baseline for the budget 
document 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council adopts the Annual Budget for the financial year ending 30th June 
2009 as presented, which includes: 
 
1. The differential rates in the dollar and minimum rate, being; 

GRV   9.7770 cents in the dollar 
UV – Rural  5.7352 cents in the dollar 
UV – Mining  11.4612 cents in the dollar 
Minimum Rate – All $200.00 
As required by the Local Government Act 1995, advertising of the 
Differential Rate was carried out with nil response received. 

2. The following due dates for payment of rates by installment; 
i) Due date/first installment 8th September 2008 
ii) Second installment  10th November 2008 
iii) Third installment  12th January 2009 
iv) Fourth installment  12th March 2009 

3. A charge of $15.00 per installment, for payment of rates by installment to 
apply to the second, third and fourth installments; 

4. An interest rate of 5.5% to be imposed on installments to apply to the 
second, third and fourth installments; 

5. An interest rate of 10% to be imposed on all outstanding rates after the 8th 
September 2008, or in the case of installment options, on all out 
outstanding rate amounts after the due date for payment of the 
installment; 

6. The Reserve fund budget as shown; 
7. Refuse collection charges as shown; and 
8. The Schedule of Fees and Charges. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOULTE MAJORITY 5/0 
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9.2.6 MATERIAL VARIANCE FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING PURPOSES 
 
LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12th JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report recommends the adoption of Material Variance’s for Financial 
Reporting purposes for the 2008/09 financial year. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
At Least once every financial year Council is to adopt a material variance 
percentage and/or dollar amount that is then used in reporting material variances in 
the subsequent financial statements  
 
Comment: 
In previous years, Council adopted a material variance percentage of >-30% for 
income amounts and >+20% for expenditure amounts.  In consultation with Ron 
Back, who is currently engaged by Council to complete the monthly financial 
reports, a duel material variance reporting limit should be implemented such as 
10% or $10,000, this would allow for small and immaterial variances to be ignored.  
 
For example, if there was a budgeted amount of $8,000 for swimming pool entrance 
fees equating to a monthly budget of $1,000 and the pool was only receipting $900 
per month then we would have to report, as part of the financial statement, a 
material variance as the pool income was under budget by 10%.  However with the 
“or $10,000” rider, this variance would be deemed as not a material variance, 
which, taken as part of the budget as a whole, it isn’t. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Accounting Consultant 
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Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, reg 34 (5) 
Accounting Standard - AASB 1031 - Materiality 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council adopts a material variance limit of 10% or $10,000 for the 
2008/2009 financial year. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.7 WRITE OFF OF DEBTOR AMOUNTS 
 

LOCATION NIL 
 APPLICANT  NIL 

FILE REFERENCE   ADM0152 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   13th JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 

Summary: 
This report recommends the write off of certain uncollectable debtor amount. 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
Over time, debtor amounts are raised that, for one reason or another, are not able to 
be collected and need to be written off. 
 
Comment: 
Following is a list of debtor amounts that need to be written off. 
 
Dr 
No 

 
Debtor Name 

 
Date 

 
Amount 

 
Reason for Write Off 

G039 Gleneagle Gold Limited 24/05/07 440.00 This amount relates to the  
    grading of the Fortnum airstrip. 
    these works where performed 
    in March 2007. 
    This invoice is unrecoverable as  
    Gleneagle Gold was put under  
    Administration and this amount 
    was not included on Councils 
    rfeturn to the Administrator 
 
Consultation: 
Hitesh Hans – Debtors/Creditors 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995, section 6.12 (1) (c) allows for the write off of any 
debt. 
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Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Works where performed by Council Staff that had a cost associated, however this 
cost was minimal. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation/Committee Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council approves the write off of the above debtor amounts. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 5/0 
 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
Page 91 

9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
 

9.3.1 COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2008/09 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM 0180 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   29th MAY 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 

Summary: 
This report lists the schedule of Council and Committee meeting dates for 2008/09. 

 
Attachments: 
2008/09 Meeting Dates. 

 
Background: 
Once in every 12 month period, Council is required to set and advertise locally its 
meeting dates for the next 12 months. 
 
Comment: 
Attached are the proposed meeting dates for the next 12 months.  As last year, all 
full Council meetings are to commence at 9:30am on the 3rd Saturday of the month 
except the December meeting which will commence at 2:00pm on the 3rd Friday of 
the month. 
 
The Health, Building & Town Planning Committee meetings will be held on the 
Wednesday of the week prior to the full Council meeting and will start at 5:00pm.  
The Audit Committee will be called as and when required. 
 
An option that Council might want to consider is not holding a meeting in January 
of any given year.  This is a normal practice at many other Councils as it allows 
Councillors and Staff an opportunity to have a break over the Christmas / New 
Years period.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
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Statutory Environment:  
Section 5.25 (1) (g) of the Local Government Act 1995 
Section12 of the Local Government (Administration) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Councilor Sitting Fees are applicable and have been included in the 2008/09 Annual 
Budget 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Simple Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Committee Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr N Trenfield 
 
That the list of meeting dates for 2008/09 adopted and their advertising be 
authorised. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 
SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS 

 
JULY 2008 TO JUNE 2009 

 
 

ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 
MEETINGS ARE TO BE HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

All meetings commence at 9:30am 
(except December meeting which commences at 2:00pm) 

Saturday, 19 July 2008 
Saturday, 16 August 2008 

Saturday, 20 September 2008 
Saturday, 18 October 2008 

Saturday, 15 November 2008 
Friday, 19 December 2008 
Saturday, 17 January 2009 
Saturday, 21 February 2009 

Saturday, 21 March 2009 
Saturday, 18 April 2009 
Saturday, 16 May 2009 
Saturday, 20 June 2009 

 
 

HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS ARE TO BE HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

All meetings commence at 5:00pm 
Wednesday, 9 July 2008 

Wednesday, 6 August 2008 
Wednesday, 10 September 2008 

Wednesday, 8 October 2008 
Wednesday, 5 November 2008 

Wednesday, 10 December 2008 
Wednesday, 7 January 2009 

Wednesday, 11 February 2009 
Wednesday, 11 March 2009 

Wednesday, 8 April 2009 
Wednesday, 6 May 2009 

Wednesday, 10 June 2009 
 
 

AUDIT COMMITEE 
Meetings will be called as needed. 
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9.3.2 RENEWAL OF LEASE – MEEKATHARRA PRE PRIMARY 
LOCATION: LOT 852 
APPLICATION: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & 
TRAINING 
FILE REF: A1659 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 04TH JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

MANAGER CORPORATE & 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report requests Councils authorization to renew the current lease for Lot 852 
Darlot Street, the Pre Primary, for a further 5 year term. 
  
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
A lease has been in place for Lot 852 Darlot Street Meekatharra; currently know as 
the Pre Primary, for the sole use of the Department of Education & Training. This 
lease was for a period of 5 years commencing on the 1stJanuary 2003 and expiring 
on the 31st December 2007 with a further 1 year option. 
 
Comment: 
The Department of Education & Training has provided a lease document requesting 
a further 5 year lease renewal with a further renewal option of 5 years.  
 
Consultation: 
Noleen Mongoo – Registrar, Meekatharra District High School 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995, section 3.58 sets out the requirements for council 
when disposing of property, a lease being defined by this section as a disposal.  
Regulation 30 (2) (c) (ii) of the Local Government (Functions & General) 
Regulations 1996 makes this lease exempt from section 3.58 of the Act as the lease 
is to a State Government Department. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
The renewal of this lease is for an annual amount of $200.00 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirments: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council renews the lease for Lot 852 Darlot Street with the Department 
of Education & Training for a five year term commencing on 1st January 2008 
and expiring on 31st December 2013 and authorises the use of Councils 
Common Seal and the signing of the lease documents by the President and 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CARRIED 5/0  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2008 
Page 96 

9.3.3 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
FILE REF: ADM 0180 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 28 May 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Cr Trenfield has suggested that the Minutes from Council meetings that are sent to 
Councillors and Staff be greatly reduced to avoid wasting paper and printing costs. 
 
Attachments: 
Sample of “Summary Minutes” 
 
Background: 
Traditionally, in most WA Local Authorities, Councillors and staff receive full 
copies of each Agenda and Minutes.  Under current procedures this means that most 
of the information in the agenda is repeated in the minutes.  
 
Comment: 
Cr Trenfield raises a valid point – we are wasting large amounts of paper and 
money (printing costs) providing Councillors and Staff with virtually the same 
information twice.  Cr Trenfield suggests that financial reports, officers reports, 
account lists etc etc do not, from his point of view, need to be repeated in both the 
agenda and minutes. 
 
Council does, however need to be able confirm the minutes of a meeting.  Only 
Council (or Councillors) can decide what level of information  would be sufficient 
in the minutes for them to be able to properly confirm the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  A full copy of the previous minutes is always provided at each Council 
meeting for the President to sign once they have been confirmed.  This copy is 
bound and becomes the permanent record of each meeting.  
 
The attached example is a minimised version of “Summary Minutes” from the May 
08 Council meeting. 
 
Another option to reduce costs would be for Councillors with email facilities to 
receive their copy of each set of Minutes electronically. 
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Consultation: 
Cr Trenfield 
Cr Hutchinson 
CDSM Cameron Watson 
Admin Asst/Relief Officer Nyssa Henderson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 – Regulation 13 refers to 
unconfirmed minutes being made available for Public Inspection. 
 
Staff can find no definitive reference in the relevant legislation as to the form of 
minutes to be provided to Councillors and Staff. 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential saving in paper, printing and postage costs. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council adopts the attached “Summary Minutes” (as amended) as an 
acceptable form for Council and Committee Minutes to be supplied to 
Councillor’s and Staff, however individual Councillor’s reserve the right to 
receive a full set of any Council minutes on request whenever required and 
that Staff formulate a policy to this effect for the next policy manual review. 
 
Further, that individual Councillor’s may elect to also receive Council and 
Committee minutes by email. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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Shire of Meekatharra 

 
Summary of the Minutes of the Council Meeting held 17 May 2008. 

 
1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: ....................................... 2 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING ..................................................................................................... 2 
1.2 DISCLAIMER READING ............................................................................................................... 2 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE ................. 2 
3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE .............................. 2 
4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME ........................................................................................................ 2 
5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE .......................................................................... 2 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS ................................................. 3 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD APRIL 19, 2008 ............................................................................. 3 
6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING  MINUTES HELD 

APRIL 9, 2008 ............................................................................................................................... 3 
6.3 MEEKATHARRA FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 15, 2008 . 3 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS……………………………. 3 
8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION ....................... 3 
9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS ...................................................................... 4 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS ............................................................................................... 4 
9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2008 ................................... 6 
9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – APRIL 2008 ........................................................... 7 
9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2008 ....................................................... 8 
9.1.4 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – APRIL 2008 ................................................................. 9 
9.1.5 RANGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2008 ......................................................................... 10 
9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS ................................................................................................... 11 

9.2 FINANCE ..................................................................................................................................... 12 
9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED APRIL 30, 2008 ....................... 12 
9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS ....................................................................................... 30 
9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2008............................................. 35 
9.2.4 2008/2009 DRAFT MANAGEMENT BUDGET .......................................................... 40 
9.2.5 AMENDMENTS TO THE SCHEDULE OF FEES & CHARGES………41 

9.3 ADMINISTRATION ...................................................................................................................... 50 
9.3.1 BLUE LIGHT .............................................................................................................. 50 
9.3.2  DONATION REQUEST .............................................................................................. 52 
9.3.3 SUSTAINABILITY – “THE JOURNEY” – WALGA REPORT ..................................... 54 

9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT .................................................................................................. 56 
9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING ................................................................................ 58 
9.6 WORKS & SERVICES ................................................................................................................ 58 

9.6.1 JUDAL (FORMERLY MT HALE) TO MILEURA ROAD SECTION 
9.6.2 GOLDFIELD HIGHWAY – WILUNA TO MEEKATHARRA SECTION ....................... 62 

11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
12 CLOSURE OF MEETING ....................................................................................................... 70 
 
RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
Members: Cr T R Hutchinson Cr N L Trenfield Cr J E Burgemeister  
Cr A G Burrows Cr A B Downing Cr H Nichols 
 
Staff: Roy McClymont, Cameron Watson, Allen Kent (9.48am -9.56am) 
Apologies:  Nil 
 
Approved Leave of Absence: Cr R Howden 
 
Observers: Hitesh Hans 
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All recommendations in the Agenda, including any Late Items, were adopted as 
presented, and carried as required, with the following exception/s: 
 
9.2.4 2008/2009 DRAFT MANAGEMENT BUDGET 
 
Point 3 added to the officer’s recommendation: 
  
3) (That Council) allow expenditure on solar hot water system at the Meekatharra Airport 
Residence prior to adoption of the 08/09 statutory budget. 
 
Reason for change: To allow for the urgent replacement of the hot water system at the 
airport residence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urgent Resolutions from the meeting that were not part of the Agenda: 
 
Nil  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillors: 
If you require a full copy of these minutes or a copy of a specific item, please contact the Chief 

Executive Officer. 
 
 
Cameron Watson left the meeting at 11:34am 
Cameron Watson returned to the meeting at 11:36am 
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9.3.4 2008/09 COUNCILOR SITTINGS FEES AND PRESIDENT & DEPUTY 
PRESIDENT ALLOWANCE 

 
LOCATION NIL 

 APPLICANT  NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   ADM0254 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   12th JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER  
 

Summary: 
This report makes a recommendation on Councillor sitting fees and the Presidents 
and Deputy Presidents allowance 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

 
Background: 
The Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Administration) 
Regulations 1996 give an entitlement to elected members of a sitting fee for 
attending Council and Committee meetings.  This fee can be set between a 
minimum of $60.00 and a maximum of $140.00 ($120.00 to $280 for the President) 
for Council meetings and a minimum of $30.00 to a maximum of $70.00 for all 
Councillors appointed to a Committee. 
 
The Presidential allowance can be an amount from a minimum of $600.00 to a 
maximum of $12,000.00 or 0.02% of the Local Government’s operating revenues 
which ever is the greater amount but not more than $60,000.  The Deputy 
Presidents allowance can be no more than 25% of the Presidents allowance. 
 
Comment: 
Currently Council has endorsed sitting fees of $120.00 per Councillor and $240.00 
for the President per meeting.  At the time of writing this report, the Author has 
been unable to determine if Council has endorsed a sitting fee for Councillors 
appointed to a Committee.  Currently Council has set a per Km rate of 66.4c/km for 
travel allowance, the Local Government Officers Award has a per Km rate for 
above the 23rd parallel of 78.7c/km for engine capacities over 2600cc. 
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Currently the Presidents allowance is set at $8,000 and the Deputy Presidents 
allowance at $2,000. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment:  
Section 5.98 & 5.98A of the Local Government Act 1995 
Regulation 30 & 33 of the Local Government (Administration) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications:  
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Council sitting fees, travel allowance and President’s / Deputy President’s 
allowances are included in the 2008/09 budget at current levels 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
  Voting Requirements: 
  Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution:  

 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
Option 1: 
That Council leaves its sittings fees as is at $120 for Councilors and $240 for 
the President per Council meeting and $30.00 per Councilor for Committee 
meetings.  Travel allowance stays the same at 66.4c/km.  Presidential allowance 
remains at $8,000 and the Deputy Presidents allowance remains $2,000. 

 
CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 5/0 
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The Cameron Watson CDSM declared an Impartiality Interest , as he is a 
Telecentre committee member. 
 
Roy McClymont left the meeting at 11:37am 
Roy McClymont returned to the meeting at 11:37am 
 

9.3.5 WESTPAC BANK FACILITY MEEKATHARRA 
 
LOCATION: TELECENTRE BUILDING 
APPLICANT: WESTPAC BANKING CORP 
FILE REF:  
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  
DATE OF REPORT: 11 JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Councillors have received a memo and information concerning a request from 
Westpac for Council to take the In Store bank contract in Meekatharra. 
 
Attachments: 
Councillors were sent (10/6/08) a package containing: 

• Memo from the CEO  
• Letter from Westpac (9/6/08)  
• Remuneration information from Westpac 
• Business Overview of the Telecentre/Bank from Megan Alchin   
• Email request for more information from Westpac 

 
Background: 
The Telecentre has been struggling to maintain a committee and staff pretty much 
since John and Irene Boundy left town.  Current committee members (Anton 
Rossouw, Donna Scott and Megan Alchin) have endeavoured to recruit new 
committee members without success.  The Telecentre constitution requires a 
minimum of 3 committee members to function.  Some or all of the current 
committee may be leaving town in the short term. 
 
The small remaining committee has found it difficult to staff both the Telecentre 
and the Bank. 
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If there is no community interest in maintaining a Telecentre committee, then there 
will be no Telecentre.  Staff are however hopeful that a suitable committee can be 
recruited.    
 
Problems staffing the bank have also recently led to errors and a lack of continuity, 
prompting Westpac to take action.  Westpac would maintain the current 
arrangement with the Telecentre if they were satisfied that the Telecentre could 
function as it has in past years. 
 
On 6/6/08 Westpac arranged a meeting between Westpac representatives (Manager 
In Stores Australia, Regional Manager Service (North), Manager Regional Banking 
WA and Branch Manager Geraldton), Roy McClymont and Megan Alchin 
(representing the Telecentre committee).  At that meeting it was agreed that 
Westpac would write to Council and provide relevant information.   
 
Comment: 
Westpac have provided the following response to questions asked: 

Q. Under the current contract; what are the required opening hours for the in store and 
what would be the average daily hours for the in store employee?       A. Currently 
Meekatharra opens from 9am to 4.30pm daily closing for lunch between 12.30pm and 
1.30pm. 

Q. Is there any possibility of operating the in store on reduced hours per day or on reduced 
days per week? 
A. In short yes, we are very much prepared to work with you to come up with a workable 
solution from both a Customer and Proprietor perspective.  Current transaction volumes at 
the In-stores averages 70 transactions per day, based on this volume the actual opening 
hours could be reduced to 3 hrs per day plus an allowance of 30 to 45 minutes to open and 
balance daily.  The other alternative would be to reduce the number of days you are open 
to day 3 days per week, Monday, Thursday and Friday.  
 
Q. Are the remuneration rates/amounts negotiable? 
A. Westpac offers every Proprietor nationally the same remuneration scales to ensure we 
are consistent and fair in our approach.  Agreements are reviewed every three years at 
which time current remuneration structure is reviewed, remuneration is increased as at 1 
October annually by CPI %, outside of that we do not offer any variations to our 
remuneration structure.  
 
Q. Could I have copy of the standard draft in store contract? 
A. I will put one in the mail to you today.  
 
Q. Would you consider setting up an ATM – preferably on street?  What are the 
options/guidelines for new ATM’s? 
A. Following our meeting on Friday I am also exploring this as an option should we 
withdraw our In-store, it would be one or the other.   I will endeavour to have response to 
you prior to your meeting on the 21st.  This potential risk with relying on an ATM is around 
reliability, while in general terms they are very reliable, however, should the machine run 
out of cash or have a cash jam it could be a number of days before it is serviced.  
   
Q. Could you provide an average break down of the 1400 transactions per month (personal 
withdrawals, commercial deposits, commercial withdrawals etc etc). 
A. Unfortunately I cannot provide the level of detail you are looking for, having said that I 
can confirm that over the course of the month the 84% of transactions are completed by 
Consumer customers, ie either handycard withdrawals, personal cheques and deposits or 
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passbooks.  What we do measure is what we call Unique Customer Arrivals, Meekatharra 
has 420 per month Consumer customers who complete a transaction and only 80 business 
customers per month, i.e., of the 1,400 txn only 224 are business transactions. 
 
Towns in a similar situation to Meekatharra such as Mt Magnet, Leonora and 
Laverton all operate with the local Post Office being the only bank service in town. 
 
The possibility of reducing the hours of the bank will be discussed by the 
Telecentre Committee.  In the future it may even be possible to reduce the hours of 
both the Telecentre and the Bank and have one person run both services.  This 
would allow the committee to offer a more attractive remuneration package and 
thereby perhaps reduce staff turnover rates.  
 
Closure of the bank would potentially increase local business risk profiles (due to 
the need to hold more cash) and costs.  It may also cause some short term 
inconvenience and cash provision problems in town.  Staff believe that these short 
term problems would be overcome quite quickly.   
 
The proprietor of the Post Office has indicated that in the event of the bank closing 
he can receive business deposits via the Commonwealth Bank Agency (at a 
potential additional cost to local businesses) and that he may need to apply for an 
increased cash holding capacity to cope with the additional volumes. 
 
Clearly banking is not a core activity of local government.  Council has in recent 
years reviewed its structure and withdrawn from some non-core programs.  The 
current structure does not provide any opportunity to take on additional programs, 
functions or tasks.  The bank service would take significant staff time away from 
core council programs and may negatively affect our compliance levels (under 
current structures).  
 
There is also, clearly, an element of risk involved in taking on this service.  Council 
should be mindful of risking municipal and/or rate payer funds to undertake this 
service. 
 
Should Council take on the In Store bank contract it will have a significant effect on 
the Telecentre’s viability which could ultimately have a further flow-on effect on 
Council operations.  In the absence of the Telecentre, the library would be required 
to provide internet access and other Telecentre services (printing, copying, 
secretarial etc) would most likely, by default, be taken up by Council office staff.   
 
Staff have placed posters at the bank seeking comments from people who would be 
affected if the bank were to close.  Any comments received will be provided at the 
Council Meeting. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
Megan Alchin 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 3.59 and Local Government (Functions and 
General) Regulations Part 3. 
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The bank service is not considered a “major trading undertaking” and therefore 
there are no specific legislative requirements to uphold. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
Financial Implications: 
Potential to positively or negatively affect the bottom line.  
 
Strategic Implications: 
Not an objective or strategy in Council’s Plan for the Future 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council advise Westpac: 
That it declines the offer to be Westpac’s In-store Partner in Meekatharra.  
That Council believes, despite recent problems, that the Telecentre is best 
vehicle to provide this service in Meekatharra. 
The potential to reduce bank hours will, we believe, assist the Telecentre 
Committee to provide ongoing continuity of service.  
Council’s CEO and Community Development Officer will endeavour to assist 
the current committee to attract suitable new members.  
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council advise Westpac: 
That it declines the offer to be Westpac’s In-store Partner in Meekatharra.  
That Council believes, despite recent problems, that the Telecentre is best 
vehicle to provide this service in Meekatharra. 
The potential to reduce bank hours will, we believe, assist the Telecentre 
Committee to provide ongoing continuity of service.  
Council’s CEO and Community Development Officer will endeavour to assist 
the current committee to attract suitable new members.  Senior Council staff 
will also endeavour to assist the Telecentre Committee where ever possible. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

Reason for change: Senior Council staff may be able help the Telecentre 
Committee to improve their operations and bottom line. 
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9.3.6 PLASTIC SHOPPING BAG REDUCTION PROGRAM 
LOCATION: MEEKA TOWN 
APPLICANT:  
FILE REF: ADM 0194 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: IMPARTIALITY – ROY MCCLYMONT 
DATE OF REPORT: 13 JUNE 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This year council budgeted $5,000 for a Plastic Bag Ban.  Staff have prepared a 
plan to achieve this program. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
The most predominant and visual litter around town is the plastic shopping bags.  A 
program that will reduce or remove this litter will clearly make the town look tidier. 
 
Comment: 
As this is a potentially contentious issue, staff consider that Council should consider 
the proposal before it is implemented. 
 
Type of Bag 
There are basically two options for durable, reusable bags – polypropylene or calico 
bags.  At volumes of 10,000 or more they are similarly priced.  Research indicates 
that calico bags are more environmentally friendly.  They are durable, repairable, 
reusable, strong, biodegradable, washable and non toxic. 
 
Logo/printing 
The bags could be printed with the Council logo.  Printing costs are however 
prohibitive.  Printing will add between 35% to 220% to the unit cost.  This is an 
exercise in litter control and not advertising so the additional costs for printed bags 
would therefore seem to be a waste of money. 
 
Calico bags can be purchased competitively at 65 cents a unit in quantities of 
10,000 ($6,500 total).   
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Initially it was thought that bags would be offered for free for a short period to 
enable people to get used to the idea of using cloth bags.  However offering free 
bags tends to give them no real value to the purchaser and it is therefore possible 
that free calico bags would quickly become litter and not be reused. 
 
The project plan is as follows: 

 
Participation by local businesses is voluntary.  

  
Council buys bags and offers to local traders at below cost price – say 25 to 30 cents a 
unit.  Minimum purchase quantity – 200 bags. 

  
Local traders are requested to charge a maximum of 50 cents per unit (giving them a 100% 
mark up @ 25 cents).  

  
No warranty or guarantee on bags.  

  
Under the scheme; traders agree to only supply bags to shoppers to carry their purchases 
from the shop. (to minimise anyone taking advantage of Councils generosity).  Bags are 
not to be sold for any other purpose than direct to shoppers and only in sufficient quantities 
to carry their purchases from the shop.  The sale of bags will be stopped to any trader 
found to be abusing the process. 

  
Participating traders charge a donation for plastic bags – say 10c to 20c a unit.  The 
proceeds of the sale of plastic bags is donated to the Royal Flying Doctor Service or 
another charity nominated by the trader.  

   
The performance of the project will be reviewed after six months.  At that time Council may 
increase the selling price of calico bags to traders.  Council agrees that it will not increase 
the selling price of the calico bags above its direct cost price during the term of each 
agreement. 

 
A brief agreement will be created explaining the conditions (between the Shire and each 
participating trader).  This agreement will be signed by the trader and the Shire.  Each 
agreement will be for a nominal initial term of two to three years. 
 
As the towns largest retailer (and provider of plastic bags), staff have initially 
liaised with the owner/manager of Foodworks to guage their support of this project.  
Foodworks supports the proposal as it stands.  All other retailers will be contacted 
and asked to engage in the project. 
 
Consultation: 
Peter Clancy – Meeka Foodworks Store 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Budget amount 07/08 - $5,000 
Draft Budget 08/09 - $5,000 
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It is difficult to gauge how many bags will be required to support this project 
however staff estimate that the above budgets should be sufficient to maintain the 
program.  
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority (for adoption of fee) 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council generally endorses the above plans to engage with local retailers 
in reducing the use of plastic shopping bags in Meekatharra and authorise 
staff to make the necessary arrangements to progress the project.  The 
performance of the project will be reviewed by council after six months.   
 
Further that council approves an initial fee of 25 cents per calico bags for sale 
to participating retailers only. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOULTE MAJORITY 5/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 ENTRY STATEMENTS 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: ADM0147 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 OCTOBER 2008 
AUTHOR:  MEGAN ALCHIN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:    
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
A proposed entry statement for Meekatharra is presented for consideration.  
 
Attachments:  
Photos of picture project in Port Neill, South Australia.  
 
Background: 
Council has allocated funds towards the cost of an entry statement for Meekatharra 
since the 2005/2006 budget. To date these funds have not been expended.   
 
Entry statements mark the beginning of a town but are also a representation and 
communication of the core characteristics and features of a town, in an artistic 
fashion.  
 
Whilst visiting the town of Port Neill in South Australia, I past a series of photo 
boards which are the results of a town project. This display is considered to be very 
eye-catching and the concept could be used towards creating an entry statement in 
Meekatharra.  
 
Comment: 
A series of photos are considered to be an effective entry statement because they 
can easily show visitors and those travelling through, features of the town that are 
worth seeing.  
 
Photos could be sourced from an experienced photographer or from local residents. 
As an option, the photos could also be used to advertise the walk and drive trails by 
showing features along these trails and then the last sign could have text briefly 
explaining that these photos are of the Heritage Trails.  
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These photo boards could easily be used at each end of the town and depending on 
what is preferred and budget restraints, boards could also appear along the 
Goldfields Highway and on the road from the Airport into Meekatharra.  
 
It is envisioned that the boards would be placed approximately five kilometers out 
of town to prevent graffiti and would also be at least two meters off the ground. 
Materials used would also be adjusted to suit our climate and conditions.  
 
It is uncertain how Main Roads would react to this proposal and this has not yet 
been investigated. Consideration also needs to be given to the fact that the signs 
may need to be replaced in years to come due to wear and tear.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil  
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision for expenditure in 2008/2009 budget - $30,000.   
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council approves the concept of using photo boards as an entry 
statement to Meekatharra and that staff be authorised to implement this 
concept within the budget provision for 2008/2009. 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
This item lay on the table until the 19th of July ordinary council meeting. 

 
CARRIED 5/0 

 
Reason for change: to allow Councillors and staff more time to consider this 
proposal and other options for an entry statement. 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 
9.5.1 APPOINTMENT OF J RANDALL AS BUILDING SURVEYOR 

 
LOCATION: SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 
APPLICATION: JOHN RANDALL 
FILE REF: ADM 0295 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008 
AUTHOR: JOHN RANDALL 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary:  
Council is to consider the appointment of another Officer as Building Surveyor for the Shire 
in addition to Bill Atyeo 
 
Attachments: 
Please refer information bulletin to Letter from Department of Housing and Works 
 
Background: 
Rules governing the qualifications and appointment of persons to the position of Building 
Surveyor have in the past only applied to Shire with a population in excess of 15,000. 
 
Changes to Legislation that are to have effect from 1 July 2008 will change this so that such 
controls apply to all Shires 
 
Comment: 
From July 1, 2008 Council will not be able to issue Building Licences without the 
plans first being assessed by an Approved Building Surveyor.  (please note Council cannot 
opt out of the current requirements for Building to be approved) 
 
All persons will initially be accepted as Approved Building Surveyors under the 
legislation provided they were originally appointed to the position prior to July 1, 
2008. 
 
After July 1, 2008 all person to be appointed or performing the role of Building 
Surveyor will need to be formally approved by the Building Surveyors 
Qualification Committee or otherwise have their general ability to perform as a 
Building Surveyor assessed by the committee and have a certificate of approval 
issued prior to their appointment to any new position as Building Surveyor. 
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Initially these changes are likely to create difficulties in filling any Building 
Surveyor positions, at least for the next two to three years if not longer. 
 
Council’s current appointed Building Surveyor is Bill Atyeo.  Bill was consulted 
and agreed to this report item prior to its presentation to Council. 
 
I am currently filling in whilst Bill Atyeo is taking holidays.  This arrangement will 
remain the case until early August 2008.  Further it may be that a loose business 
association will continue where I may provide relieving services to Bill in the future 
in the case of accident, illness or leave. 
 
It is necessary for the Council to resolve to formally appoint me to the position of 
Building Surveyor to allow plans to be considered from July 1, 2008 until Bill’s 
return.   
 
Further, it may be appropriate that the appointment continue past the date of 
immediate need to ensure that Council has a fallback position in the event of Bill 
suffering illness or accident.  Certainly such ongoing appointment will give the 
Council more options into the future, given the new legislative position 
 
Consultation:  
Bill Atyeo was consulted on the initial draft of this report and indicated his general agreement 
with the proposition.  He has also been forwarded a copy of this agenda item for his review, 
and opportunity to further comment 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) amendment Act 2007 provision to come into 
force on July 1, 2008.  The relevant new Act provisions will be as follows 
 
• All Building Surveyors after 29 June, 2008 will need to be already in the position of 
Building Surveyor or meet the qualification criteria to be prescribed in regulations 
 
• The option of not having a Building Surveyor does not exist if parts of the Building 
Regulations already apply to the Shire. 
 
• Some exemption will apply to temporary appointments of no more than three 
months in length or such other timeframe as approved by the Minister of Local Government 
and in which time appropriate qualifications are required to be obtained. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 The flexibility afforded by the additional appointment will be may be financially 
advantageous 
  
Strategic Implications: 
The flexibility afforded by the additional appointment will be organizationally advantageous 
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Council Resolution/ Committee Recommendation: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
Council appoint John Arthur Randall to the position of Building Surveyor to 
the Shire, and this appointment be in addition to that of Bill Atyeo 

 
CARRIED 5/0 
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9.6 WORKS & SERVICES 
Nil 

 
 
10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF 

THE MEETING 
10.1 THAT THE LATE AGENDA ITEMS BE INTRODUCED AS NEW BUSINESS OF 

AN URGENT NATURE 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

10.1.1 WATER CORPORATIONS AUTHORITY - LETTER - POOR SERVICE 
That a letter is written to the Minister and the Water Corporation highlighting 
the lack of relief staffing for Meekatharra when the local operator is away. The 
letter is to identify the length of time to repair recent failures and the vast 
quantities of water wasted. 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

10.1.2 ROYAL MAIL HOTEL 
That the amount of $878.33 owed by the Royal Mail Hotel be written off. 
 
Moved: Cr N Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 
Nil 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The Shire President, Cr T R Hutchinson, declared the meeting closed at 12:29pm. 


