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1    DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 

The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield declared the meeting opened at 9:30am. 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for 

any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 

It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and 

should only rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be 

provided within fourteen (14) days of this Meeting 

The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, read the disclaimer out loud. 

 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

Members 

      Cr NL Trenfield   Shire President 

      Cr HJ Nichols 

      Cr DK Hodder 

      Cr AJ Binsiar  

  

Staff 

Krys East    Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Tralee Cable    Community & Development Services Manager 

Svenja Clare    Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 

Apologies 

Nil 

  

Approved Leave of Absence 

      Cr PS Clancy    Deputy Shire President 

      Cr MR Hall 

      Cr PW Curley 

 

Observers 

Nil 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

      Nil  

 
4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

       Nil 

5 APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

      Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 17 AUGUST 2019 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr DK Hodder  

Seconded: Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday 17 August 

2019 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

6.2 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 

17 AUGUST 2019 

 
Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 

Seconded: Cr AJ Binsiar 

  

That the minutes from Health Building Town Planning Meeting held Saturday 17 

August 2019 be received. 

CARRIED 4/0 

6.3 AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20 JULY 2019 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols  

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

  

That the minutes from the Audit Committee Meeting held Saturday 20 July 2019 be 

confirmed. 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

 

 

7 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 

     Nil 

 

8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable met with Chronic 

Disease Service Provider 19 August 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable attended a 

teleconference with the Aviation Community Consultation Group 20 August 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable met with Jackie 

Bickendorf of Mission Australia on collaboration through consultation processes 23 

August 2019. 

 Acting Chief Executive Officer Krys East, Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Svenja Clare and  Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable 

attended a webinar on “Terminating an employee in their probation period” 26 

August 2019. 
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 Shire President Cr NL Trenfield, Community & Development Services Manager 

Tralee Cable and Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer Svenja Clare attended the 

opening of Mission Australia’s Womens Refuge extension 4 September 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable attended the Local 

Emergency Management Committee meeting 19 September 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable attended the Small 

Regional Aerodrome Network and Civil Aviation Safety Authority meeting via 

teleconference 10 September 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable performed an 

inspection of the Horizon Power Site 11 September 2019. 

 Works Group meeting held 12 September 2019. 

 Community & Development Services Manager Tralee Cable met with AHA 

Consulting to discuss the Consultation Process for the Strategic, Revitalisation and 

Public Health Plans 13 September 2019. 
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9  REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 

 9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

 9.1.1  WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – AUGUST  2019   
              

Construction Work - Mt Clere Road 

 C1 Council Funded – 2019/2020 ( SLK 0.20 TO SLK 5.8 ) 

 Plus extension to SLK 6.4 from 5.8 originally from last Works Group approval completed 

for now 

  Request at Works Group meeting 12 September 2019 for additional $140,000 funding to 

complete project  

 

Construction Work – RR67 Ashburton Downs Road  

 Start 26 August 2019 – RRG Funded SLK 76.00 to SLK 86.00 continue  

 Quote for 3 x Floodways / Cut off walls – RFQ 19/20-03 RRG 

 Quote closes 16th September 2019 and anticipated start date – Monday 23rd September  

 

Maintenance Grading  

 Ashburton Downs Road Maintenance = 0 to SLK 14 completed plus Yulga Jinna 

Community Access Road 

 

 Flood Damage  

 As noted once again waiting on Flood Damage accounts to be finalised by Main Roads on 

all completed works. 

             

Talc Cartage 

 Talc cartage from Seabrook current from 26 August 2019.   

 

Water Bores  

 Complete / installed – Sylvania, Mt Clere, Landor Road and Killara Road  

 Data of bore locations now to be updated with these new water bores  

 

New Purchase Orders  
Agenda item submitted to Works Group 12 September 2019 for Council to authorize the  

Purchase of a new: 

 Hako – Citymaster 1600 Road Sweeper for $160,952 (GST Inc) from T-Quip  

 Trade- in P100 – 2005 Tennant Road Sweeper for $8,800.00  

 Net cost to the Shire will be $152,152 ( GST Inc ). 

 

Town Maintenance-Monthly Report Finishing 13
th

 September 2019 

 Smashed glass strewn across roadways, graffiti to town signs, buildings, lamp posts, roads 

and footpaths has continued and is taking up a considerable amount of time to remove. 

  Sweeping of Main St was done in accordance with Council’s directive  

 Mowing has taken place and vegetation trimmed on Boardwalk, laneways, Kids Zone,  

Walkway and Youth Centre 

 Shire housing mowed 

 Weeding and spraying on verges and laneways  

 Rubbish removed from Lookout and Peace Gorge 

 Regular maintenances to plant used by town crew 

 New Town Crew Member, Sam Lockyer, was recruited last month so vacant position is 

finally filled. 
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 Staff has been assisting Works and Services Manager survey works on Meekatharra Mt 

Clere Rd. 

 Repaired potholes 

 

Cemetery  

 Grave works for Mrs Roma Shay and Mr Albert Curley last month August. 

 Works on stockpiling fine gravel behind cemetery for future burials  

 

Small Wheels Park 

 Backfill and compact main Recon wall with good gravel complete for now  

 Support Wall by Solid Concrete completed  

 Remove excess rubbish from previous contractors  

 Tidy / trim track   

 

Plant Report 

P433    950 H LOADER  

Full Service  

 

P497  2014 - 336 D2L EXCAVATOR   

Full Service  

 

P406 CAT MINI EXCAVATOR 303CCR 

Replaced hydraulic hoses for tilt head once again  

 

P484 140 H  CAT GRADER 
Full Service and replace transmission warning alarm  

 

P485 CITYMASTER 1250 SWEEPER 

Replace Brushes  

 

P479 2007 MACK SUPERLINER  

Air con service and new Fuel tank   

 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

  

Moved: Cr DK Hodder  

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That the Works and Services Manager’s report for August 2019 be received. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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 9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2019 

 
Aircraft Movements and Statistics: 
General aircraft movements for the month of August 2019 decreased slightly compared with 

August 2018, while RFDS movements decreased against July 2018. A number of factors can be 

attributed with the decrease in RFDS traffic to Meekatharra. Staffing levels at Meekatharra 

RFDS base remained below full staffing levels as per previous 4 months. Factors contributing to 

reduced staffing levels continue to include pilots and medical personnel being temporarily 

located to other RFDS bases throughout the state and RFDS personnel relocating permanently to 

other bases. The RFDS base in Meekatharra is continuing to operate on a day and afternoon shift 

roster only with no crew available for night shift. It is my understanding recruitment of 

personnel has been conducted however new staff have not been appointed. An additional pilot 

resigned during August and finished up in the last week of the month. The RFDS PC24 jet has 

made a number of fuelling stops in Meekatharra during the month and discussions with the pilot 

highlighted majority of traffic from Broome/Kununurra was now transferred via the new jet also 

reducing transfers through Meekatharra. 

 

Avgas sales for the month decreased significantly by 33% compared to August 2018. There has 

been no aerial survey traffic through Meekatharra during August as has occurred in previous 

years and AVGAS drum sales by pastoralists for the month were very low and given the current 

climate will continue to be low until drought conditions improve. Jet A-1 sales decreased by 

18% on August 2018 totals. Decreased fuel sales can be attributed to decrease in RFDS traffic 

by 18% with regular overnight transfers from Karratha, Port Hedland, Broome and Kununurra 

not occurring due to no night shift at Meekatharra RFDS Base. Climatic conditions during 

August have also been mild this year compared to previous years which has seen less non-

scheduled aircraft calling into Meekatharra for additional fuel. Cobham Aviation have 

introduced their new Q400 (Dash 8 – 76 seat turbo prop) aircraft for Westgold and will likely 

take on fuel on a regular basis given their expected passenger loadings. 

 

The figures below reflect the differences between August 2018 and August 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerodrome Works: 

Aerodrome works for the month include: 

 General maintenance and upkeep of facilities and equipment. 

 Aug 18 Aug 19 Variance 

General Aircraft Landed: 98 88 -10% 

RFDS Landed 105 86 -19% 

Avgas 13299 8846 -33% 

Jet A1 61803 51079 -17% 

Total Fuel Sold 75102 59925 -20% 

 YTD 2018 YTD 2019 Variance 

General Aircraft Landed: 633 644 +1.75% 

RFDS Landed  772 633 -18% 

Avgas   69849 68671 -1% 

Jet A1                                     438649 313318 -28% 

Total Fuel Sold          508498 381989 -25% 
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 Lawns / gardens and terminal plants upkeep.  

 Weed eradication airside along runway strips on both sealed and gravel runways. 

 

Aerodrome Security: 

Nil reported. 

 

Safety Management System: 

Nil reported. 

 

Budget items still to be commenced: 

 

Carried over items from 2018/19 not yet commenced. 

 Renovation of the airport residence kitchen & bathroom areas is pending with a 

commencement date yet to be advised. 

 

Airport Emergency: 

There were no aerodrome emergencies reported during August 2019 with the annual AD 

emergency exercise not yet held or scheduled. 

 

Cobham Aviation experienced a technical fault with one of their BAE146 (RJ100) aircraft on 

Wednesday 21/08/19 on approach to Meekatharra and was diverted back to Perth prior to 

landing. A fault was found with the flaps on the wings and if the plane had landed it would have 

been grounded in Meekatharra for an undetermined time. A recovery aircraft was sent and 

passengers experienced a delay of 5 ½ hours.   

 

Bird/Animal Activity: 
Bird & Animal activity around the Meekatharra aerodrome has remained a low risk.  Ongoing 

monitoring is conducted daily to further reduce the risk. A Webinar hosted by the AAA was 

attended, reviewing Wildlife Strike & Reporting Requirements of which our current process is 

sufficient for the Meekatharra aerodrome. 

 

Mike Cuthbertson 

Airport Manager 

01/09/2019 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr AJ Binsiar  

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the Airport Manager’s report for August 2019 be received.  

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.1.3 YOUTH AND RECREATION SERVICES REPORT – AUGUST 2019 

Activity Girls  Boys Activity 

Total 

No of 

sessions 

Average 

Attendance 6-12 12-18 6-12 12-18 

Sport @ the Indoor Centre 39 8 42 21 110 11 10 

Yarn/drop in  Night @ the 

Youth Centre 
10 9  15 19 53       4 13.25 

Movie Night 10 18 22 27 77 4 19.25 

Art 14 12 19    14 59       4 14.75 

Basketball 10 15 22 9 56 2 28 

SMF/Football 22 12 40 25 99 4 24.75 

Music 8 12 16 18 54 4 13.5 

Kid Zone 18 
 

10 
 

28 5 5.6 

Total 131 86 186 133 536 38 14.10 

 

August Monthly Report 2019 

After a busy July the month of August seemed to slow down a little with the attendance but also 

came with its own challenges due to the Youth Services crew being under staffed. With the short 

staffing we saw the need to combine Kid Zone and Youth Centre activities for the month which 

worked out well. 

 

August started off with the guys from Skateboarding Western Australia coming up and doing an 

awesome job with the workshop they put on for our kids over a whole weekend. The kids got 

the opportunity to learn how to skate starting from the basics and some of our kids were picking 

it up really quick and moved up to learning some tricks. It was good to see that they got to learn 

about the safety side of skateboarding and what gear is needed. 

 

We got a visit from the Ellenbrook Christian College which was a surprise. They brought up 40 

kids from Perth and did a whole bunch of activities with the Meeka Youth. Activities such as 

beading, face painting, fun games and a heap of sport. Although the visit was brief our kids 

loved it. 

 

This month we also found that a lot of the general fighting within the kids little groups has 

dropped off dramatically, and they all seem to be getting along well for the time being. We hope 

it can stay like that for some time. 

 

We started a new art project in August for the Stephen Michael Foundation which was to design 

and paint 30 boomerangs for the annual gala night. In typical Meeka fashion we smashed them 

out and they look fantastic. 

 

Reflecting back on August it was a bit of a hard month but a good one and we hope September 

is even better. 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr AJ Binsiar  

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the Youth Sport and Recreation Services Officer’s report for August 2019 be 

received. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.1.4 RANGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2019 

Prepared by   P Smith, Canine Control 

Date   August 2019 

 

7 – 9 August 2019  

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:  

There was a request for a cat cage to be set at a local residence. 

 

ANIMALS TRAPPED: 

Cages were set various locations around town and monitored during the evening. The cages 

were left overnight and checked the following morning. Three feral cats were caught. The cats 

were removed and destroyed. 

 

Another cage was checked at a local residence. A feral cat had been caught. The cage was taken 

away and the cat was destroyed. 

  

ANIMALS DESTROYED: 

Patrols were conducted of the rubbish tip looking for feral cats. One feral cat was destroyed. 

 

FURTHER PATROLS: 

Patrols were conducted of Peace Gorge, Cemetery, Go cart track, racecourse, rubbish tip and 

airport. No animals were sighted wandering and there was nothing to report. 

 

Patrols were conducted of the townsite. Several people were spoken to regarding their dogs 

wandering at large. One licensed dog was seen in the main street. It was returned to the owner’s 

house and a verbal warning was given. 

 

I attended at the airport and spoke to the Airport Manager regarding several dogs that were 

sighted at the airport the previous week. The dogs hadn’t been seen since and were not present 

on this occasion. 

 

27 – 29 August 2019  

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:  

A complaint was received regarding an alleged dog attack. I attended at the residence to speak to 

the dog owner regarding the alleged attack. No person was home and no dog could be located at 

the property. I re-attended several times whilst doing patrols in the early morning but still no 

person home. 

 

I attended at the complainant’s home and obtained further information regarding her complaint 

that she had made to local police. 

 

I eventually spoke with the dog owner but when I left to get the witnesses to identify the dog, 

both the dog and the owner left. A short time later, Police attended as the witnesses were getting 

agitated and were disappointed as he had taken off with the dog. 

 

During the rest of the day, numerous attempts were made to locate the dog owner and the dog. 

Enquiries were made and it is believed he may have taken the dog to a local station or to Yulga 

Jinna. I received information later stating that the owner and the dog has had gone to Dongara to 

leave the dog with his mother. It was alleged that the dog had been destroyed. 

 

ANIMALS TRAPPED: 

Cages were set various locations around town and monitored during the evening. One feral cat 

was caught. The cat was removed and destroyed. 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Page 11 

ANIMALS DESTROYED: 

Patrols were conducted of the rubbish tip looking for feral cats. Three feral cats were destroyed. 

 

FURTHER PATROLS: 

Patrols were conducted of Peace Gorge, Cemetery, Go cart track, racecourse, rubbish tip and 

airport. No dogs were sighted wandering and there was nothing to report. 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr AJ Binsiar  

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That the Ranger’s Report for August 2019 be received. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 

 

Council Decisions – Status Report 

Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non-repetitive action. 

Meeting 

Date 

Item No  

Title and Resolution Summary 

 

Resp 

 

Action 

 

Status 

15.07.06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails 

Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until 

approvals are presented to Council 

Advise Agencies that provided grants 

about halt and ask if funds can be 

transferred to other sections of project. 

Take steps to secure tenure over historic 

sites connected to Meeka Heritage Trails 

Project 

Determine status of all reserves, vesting 

orders and roads within the shire. 

CEO/ 

CONS 

 

 

 

Complete 

 

Complete 

 

In Progress 

15.07.06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 

425,426, 427 & 428 Railway Street 

 

Advise the Minister for Lands that 

proposal was advertised, that no 

submissions were received by closing 

dates, Water Corp had no objections.  That 

Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for 

Land Admin permanently close the 

laneway and portions adjoining be 

amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no 

objections to lots being converted to 

Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 

CONS 

 

Letter written to Minister 

for Lands 

 

 

Process to be completed by 

DOLI 

 

Complete 

 

 

 

In Progress 

15.07.06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the 

Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset 

CEO/ 

CONS/ CDAO 

 

 

Letter sent to Dept 

 

 

Complete 
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Management that Council doesn’t wish to 

close Nannine Townsite 

That Council establish ownership of 

Recreation Reserve 3917, Explosive 

Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, 

Water Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside 

Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

 

 

In Progress 

21.11.09 9.3.4 Cornish Lift PO Quote approved 23/11/09. 

Letter of advice and order 

sent 23/11/09 

Contractor to build 

 

Complete 

 

In Progress 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CDSM New report to Council 

required upon response 

from DoE 

Waiting on Reserve 

boundaries to be changed 

by DoE 

In Progress 

 

 

In Progress 

20.12.13 9.3.4 Meetings with Ministers – Local Issues CEO No further action required 

Create Position Statement 

on public housing in 

Meeka 

Complete 

In Progress 

12.04.14 9.6.1 Gabanintha – Nannine Rd Realignment CEO Letter to Jim Lacy 16.4.14  

Email to DoL 17.4.14 

Mapping to be done 

In Progress 

21.02.15 9.3.7 Building Assets – Review CEO Council Resolution sent to 

Darren Long for 

implementation in the 

Buildings Asset 

Management Plan and 

Long Term Financial Plan. 

Check and present to 

Council 

In Progress 

19.09.15 9.4.1 Meekatharra Solar Consortium – Non 

Binding Agreement 

CDSM Applicant advised. Further 

information required. 

In Progress 
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Awaiting response. 

20.02.16 9.5.3 Local Planning Strategy and Local 

Planning Scheme No 4 

CDSM Documents Sent 

Waiting for final approval 

from Dept 

Complete 

In Progress 

16.07.16 9.4.5 Old Power Station CDSM Horizon Power advised 

16/07/16.  Contamination 

clearance in process. 

In Progress 

18.02.17 9.6.1 Water Bore Access Agreements & 

Licencing 

DCEO/CEO Consultant engaged to 

assist with generating 

letters/agreements 

Maps of bore location to be 

prepared and included on 

agreements  

Complete 

 

 

In Progress 

20.01.18 9.3.3 Draft Establishment 

Agreement/Withdrawal Murchison 

Regional Vermin Council 

CEO Emailed MRVC 25.1.18 & 

letter sent 30.1.18  

Emailed Lawyer 30.1.18 

Letter to Minister & 

MRVC 5.6.18 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

In progress 

14.12.18 10.2 Heritage Agreement Jidi Jidi  CEO Jidi Jidi Lawyer emailed 

20.12.18  Further response 

to draft deed emailed 

4/6/19 

In Progress  

27.02.19 9.4.2 Review of Meekatharra Revitalisation 

Plan and Lions Park Development 

Strategy  

Review Revitalisation Plan: 

 

 

CDSM 

 

 

Consultation to be 

undertaken 

 

 

In Progress 

27.02.19 10.2 Vehicle Activated Speed Signs  PO On hand to be installed In Progress 

13.04.19 9.5.1 Lloyd’s Town Planning Approval Request  CDSM In Progress  In Progress 

20.05.19 10.1 Lloyds Project Reference Group CDSM First Meeting called 

Monday 10.6.19 

In Progress 

22.06.19 9.4.7 Review of Delegation Register CDSM  In Progress 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr AJ Binsiar  

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the Status report be received. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

 
 

22.06.19 9.6.1 Panel Tender – Concreting Works Hourly 

Hire 

CEO/WSM 

 

24.6.19 Emailed Talis 

(Consultant) 

Complete 

22.06.19 9.7.2 Lease 17 Main St – Compliance Process CDSM  In Progress 

20.07.19 9.7.1 CEO performance review/contract 

extension 

PRESIDENT Letter given advising CEO 

of Council decision  

Complete 

17.08.19 9.3.1 Budget items for discussion/endorsement ACEO Noted and will be actioned Complete 

17.08.19 9.4.1 Town Christmas Tree Party CDSM Emailed Mining 

Companies. Commitment 

for $3000 so far. 

In Progress 

17.08.19 9.4.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CDSM Emailed Dept of Education 

to advise budget approval. 

In Progress 

17.08.19 9.4.3 Mining Lease and License Applications CDSM Preparing proforma letter 

for applicants. 

In Progress 

17.08.19 9.7.1 CEO annual leave and appointment of 

alternative acting CEO 

PRESIDENT/A

CEO 

Noted and no further action 

at this time. 

Complete 

17.08.19 9.7.2 CEO performance review/contract 

extension 

PRESIDENT/A

CEO 

Changes made to Payroll. 

Letter advising of changes 

given to CEO. 

Complete 

17.08.19 9.7.3 Panel Tender-concreting works hourly rate ACEO Letters advising tenderers 

of outcome of tender and 

preparation of contract. 

Complete 
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9.2 FINANCE 

 

9.2.1  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 31 AUGUST 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Monthly Financial Report 

 

Background:  

Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 

 (1A) In this regulation — committed assets means revenue unspent but set aside under the 

annual budget for a specific purpose. 

 (1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting 

on the revenue and expenditure, as set out in the annual budget under 

regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail — 

 (a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an 

additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or (c); and 

 (b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; and 

 (c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to 

which the statement relates; and 

 (d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 

paragraphs (b) and (c); and 

 (e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 

 (2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing — 

 (a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which 

the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; and 

 (b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-

regulation (1)(d); and 

 (c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 

government. 

 (3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown — 

 (a) according to nature and type classification; or 

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 

AUGUST  2019 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Date of Report: 17 September 2019 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Author: Svenja Clare 

 Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer   

      

                                      
            
        Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

           Chief Executive Officer       

                       

       

       Signature Senior Officer 
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 (b) by program; or 

 (c) by business unit. 

 (4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-

regulation (2), are to be — 

 (a) presented at an ordinary meeting of the council within 2 months after the end of 

the month to which the statement relates; and 

 (b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 

 (5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 

accordance with the AAS, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting 

material variances. 

  [Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50; amended in Gazette 

20 Jun 2008 p. 2724.] 

[35. Deleted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 

Comment: 

A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following 

the end of the reporting period. 

 

Consultation: 

Megan Shirt – Local Government Consultant 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 

Financial Management Regulations 34 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr AJ Binsiar   

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols  

 

That the financial report for the period ending 31 August 2019 be received. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO COUNCIL 

 

 

Write Offs 

There were no actions taken under delegated powers that require reporting to Council in August 2019. 

 

Purchase Orders 

There were no purchase orders to be presented to Council as per resolution 9.7.1 from the Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 February 2017.    
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 

 

Background: 

At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed.  

The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  

>30 day –  Outstanding debtors with an account older than 30 days are sent a statement 

>60 day – Outstanding debtors with an account older than 60 days or more are sent a reminder 

letter and are followed up with a phone call and/or email if possible 

>90 day –  Outstanding debtors with an account older than 90 days will be sent to a debt 

collection agent. 

 

Comment: 

Council policy 4.11 stipulates sundry debt collection. Some matters with particular circumstances 

may be referred to Council for consideration. 

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

Krys East – Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

4.11 Sundry Debt Collection 

 

Financial Implications: 

Loss of revenue 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.2 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 17 September 2019 

Author: Svenja Clare  

 Finance Officer      

        
         

     Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer   

 
         

      Signature Senior Officer 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols  

Seconded: Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for August 2019. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED 31 AUGUST 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Summary: 

Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 

 

Background: 

List of accounts 

 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make 

payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to 

be prepared each month showing each account paid since the last such list was prepared – 

 (a) the payee’s name; 

 (b) the amount of the payment; 

 (c) the date of the payment; and 

 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 

 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

  (i) the payee’s name 

  (ii) the amount of the payment; and  

  (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 

 

(3)  A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 

prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 

Comment: 

Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 

 

Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $ 919648.20  

Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $       555.00          

Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $        -           

   Total $ 920,203.20   

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED 31 AUGUST 2019 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.3 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 17 September 2019 

Author: Svenja Clare   

 Finance Officer   

               
             Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

 Chief Executive Officer  

                               

     
  Signature Senior Officer 
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Statutory Environment: 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Accounts to be paid 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

   Moved:     Cr AJ Binsiar    

   Seconded:    Cr DK Hodder  

 

That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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 9.2.4 2019/2020 BUDGET REVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

This report presents to Council a list of recommended budget amendments identified during a 

review process.  

 

Attachments: 

Proposed Budget Amendments 

Statement of Budget Amendments 

 

Background:  

The requirements to perform at least one review during the period 1 January to 31 March on the 

budget of any given year came into effect 31
st
 March 2005.  Council may however have as many 

budget reviews as required.  The draft budget is presented to Council in May, and at this time staff 

are only able to provide financial estimates regarding future spending and grant revenue.  Since the 

adoption of the 2019/2020 budget and preparing the preliminary 2018/2019 annual financial report 

figures, staff have identified some necessary amendments to these initial estimates. 

 

Comment: 

The requested amendments are as follows: 

 

Adjustment to 2018/19 surplus 

 

1. At this stage there is an anticipated surplus of $5,701,812 ($2,618,835 more than budgeted) 

but amendment will not be made until after the audit has confirmed the surplus.  The 

surplus is primarily due to an advance payment of $1,899,679 for the 2019/20 Financial 

Assistance Grant and Local Road Grant being received in the 2018/19 year, as well as other 

revenue (e.g. interest on reserves $80k, landing fees $40k) and due to capital expenditure 

not (fully) expended in last financial year (e.g. Mack Trucks purchase $473k). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Variations to Budgeted Figures 

 

2. The value of rateable land in the Shire has increased mainly due to Mining Tenement 

Revaluations processed since the rate modelling was undertaken. The $886,897 increase in 

UV value has resulted in an additional $128,554 in rates raised. 

 

3. The actual figures have been received for the Financial Assistance Grant (FAG) and Local 

Road Grant (LRG). The total FAG is $2,353,559 less $1,214,047 already received as a 

prepayment last financial year, leaving $1,139,512 for this financial year.  The overall 

grant has reduced by $15,667 on what was budgeted.  The total LRG is $1,256,979 less a 

Title/Subject: 2019/2020 BUDGET REVIEW 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.4 

Applicant:   Nil    

File Ref:   ADM0241 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  11 September 2019 

Author:  Svenja Clare 

Acting DCEO   

 

Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Krys East 

Acting Chief Executive Officer  

 
Signature Senior Officer
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prepayment of $685,632 leaving $571,347 to be received in 2019/20 (overall increase of 

over $120k).  

 

4. The DFES Operating Grant is adjusted from year to year depending on previous year’s 

expenditure. This year’s grant was increased from $5,252 by $115 to $5,367. 

 

5. The Mainroads Direct Grant figure is not known at the time of creating the budget and has 

now been confirmed as being $298,971 instead of the budgeted $280,305, increasing the 

available cash by $18,666. 

 

6. The Roads to Recovery (R2R) grant figure also wasn’t confirmed until after the budget was 

adopted. $628,495 was budgeted; this has now increased by $157,124 to $785,619. 

 

7. The change in the R2R Grant is also reflected in the expenditure, increasing the budget on 

the Ashburton Downs Road (A67) from $700k to $857,124 as per Works Group 

recommendation. 

 

8. The Youth Grant for the Outside School Hours Care was $39,258 of which two thirds 

($26,172) was received last financial year. The budget had incorrectly provided for another 

$26,172 to be received this year. This figure should have been $13,086.  

 

9. Mainroads have approved the maximum amount of $300k for the Road Project Grant 

(Regional Road Group). Previously this was budgeted as $158,350, resulting in increased 

revenue of $141,650. 

 

10. The increased Mainroads Road Project Grant means that the expenditure on the Ashburton 

Downs Road (RR67) can be increased accordingly. Council’s co-contribution also 

increases resulting in the total expenditure changing from $237,572 ($79k Council funded, 

$158k Grant funded) to $497,500 ($197,500 Council funded, $300k Grant funded). 

 

11. Council originally approved a budget of $2,200,000 for the Lloyds Renovation, and 

subsequently applied for funding through the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) and 

Lotterywest.  These funding applications were based on cost estimations of the build of 

$2,598.967, which included provision for fitout.  Budget was made in 2018/9 for $800k, of 

which $170k was expended.  Grants of $500,000 were received by both BBRF and 

Lotterywest early in 2019.  The original 2019/20 budget included provision of $2,200,000.  

It is anticipated the building will be completed in this financial year requiring a budget 

increase of $228,876. 

 

12. A budget of $709k exists for Council funded Mt Clere Road construction. Due to extra 

culvert and drainage costs as well as bad sections requiring additional work it is suggested 

that this budget be increased by $140k. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Timing Differences/Carry overs 

 

13. $6k had carried over from last financial year for street number painting on kerbs. This work 

was managed to be completed last year therefore doesn’t need to be in this year’s budget 

anymore. 

 

14. The acquisition and fit-out of two Mack Trucks was in last year’s budget. Due to timing 

delays these were not delivered and paid for until after July. It was consequently 

discovered that the turntables aren’t suitable and require changing at a cost of $10,380. The 

total budget inclusion for this financial year therefore needs to be $494,380. 
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15. Funds for replacement of power poles at the Airport had been included in the last couple of 

budgets. In this year’s budget only $8,667 was included as it was understood that 

previously renewed poles had already been invoiced and that this year only two poles 

needed replacing still. Upon revisiting the task it was established that in total 15 poles had 

been changed (10 poles were supplied by the Shire, 5 by the contractor) with the total cost 

being $42,500 for which the supplier hadn’t submitted the invoice yet. No further poles 

require changing. An invoice has now been received and a budget increase of $33,833 is 

needed to cover these costs. 

 

16. Last year’s budget had $10k allocated towards ten solar light bollards at the top of the 

lookout. This requires carry over to this financial year, increasing expenditure by $10k. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

New Requests 

 

17. $30k of additional consulting fees budget is requested to pay for the Business Case for the 

Landor Road Upgrade & Seal in conjunction with the Shire of Upper Gascoyne. 

 

18. The leach drain at units 1 & 2 Regan Street require maintenance, costing $5k. A storm 

damaged the fence so it makes sense that the leach drain works are carried out prior to 

replacing the fence.  The cost of the fence repair/ replacement is expected to be $10,615. 

The costs of the leach drain and fence will be split between the two units. 

 

If Council approve all these proposed amendments without change, the impact to the 2019/20 

budget will be a $178,640 deficit, including the unaudited surplus.  This is likely to change with 

completion of the Annual Report so at this time it may be prudent to not make any budget 

amendments to balance but address the discrepancy closer to the end of the financial year. 

 

Consultation: 

Krys East – Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Tralee Cable – Community & Development Services Manager 

Peter Cox – Works and Services Manager  

Dave Macdonald – Project Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Reg 33A 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Budget amendments form part of the Officer Recommendation. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:    Cr DK Hodder 

 Seconded:    Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

That Council confirms all budget amendments previously adopted by Council totalling 

$71,830 and the 2018/19 preliminary surplus as being $5,701,812 and adopts the following 

new amendments totalling $2,725,645:  

 

1. Operating Income Accounts: 

Reduced 

 0181 Financial Assistance Grant -$1,229,714 

 0211 Local Road Grant -$565,151 

 2419 Youth Grant O.S.H.C. -$13,086 

Increased 

 0031 Rates Raised +$128,554 

 1563 DFES Operating Grant +$115 

 4591 Mainroads Direct Grant +$18,666 

 

2. Operating Expense Accounts: 

Reduced 

 4820 Street Maintenance Kerb Numbering -$6,000 

Increased 

 0692 Consulting Fees Business Case +$30,000 

 0953 1/16 Regan Street Leach Drain +$2,500  

 0954 2/16 Regan Street Leach Drain +$2,500 

 

3. Capital Expense Accounts: 

Reduced 

 None 

Increased 

 0935 1/16 Regan Street Fence +$5,308 

 0936 2/16 Regan Street Fence +$5,307 

 4191 Lloyd’s Renovations +$228,876 

 RR67 Ashburton Downs Road +$259,975 

 A67 Ashburton Downs Road +$157,124 

 5124 Mack Trucks +$494,380 

 1216 Airport Power Poles +$33,833 

 5389 Town Heritage Walk Solar Bollards +$10,000 

 C1 Mt Clere Road Construction +$140,000 

 

4. Capital Income Accounts 

Reduced 

 None 

Increased 

 4621 Roads to Recovery Grant +$157,124 

 4691 Mainroads Road Project Grant +$141,650 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.2.5 RATES WRITE OFF REQUEST QUEENS RD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Ms Vicki Tyler, one of the owners, would like the rates on Lot 564 (A181) and Lot 650 (A182) 

Queen Road to be written off.   

 

Attachments: 

Email trail 20-22 August 2019  

 

Background: 

The owners bought the properties in 1996.  The house was vandalised and was required to be 

demolished in 2002/2003.  All that remains on the blocks are some stables and a vandalised, 

structurally unsound shed that Council have twice requested is demolished. 

 

Ms Tyler first enquired about relinquishing the land back to the Shire back in 2004. The CEO at 

the time responded that in order to return the land to the Crown she would have to contact the 

Department of Land Administration and that until such time that it is returned to the Crown, rates 

and charges are still due and payable. 

 

In 2017 Ms Tyler queried the outstanding rates (which staff responded to and explained) and asked 

once again about relinquishing the land and whether Council would be interested in buying these 

properties. At the Ordinary Council Meeting 19/08/2017 Council resolved: 

 

“Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr AJ Binsiar  

Seconded:        Cr PS Clancy 

 

That Council advise Ms Vicki Tyler that they do not wish to purchase or take ownership of Lots 

564 and 650 Queen Road Meekatharra and recommend Ms Tyler advertises the blocks for sale 

locally. 

 

CARRIED 5/0” 

 

Following Council’s decision Ms Tyler in October 2017 asked for the Shire to cease charging rates 

on both blocks as they are handing the land back to the government. Staff advised that rates will 

only cease once the transfer of ownership to the State has been processed and that until then 

payments need to be made. 

 

Title/Subject: RATES WRITE OFF REQUEST QUEEN RD 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.5 

Applicant:   Vicki Tyler   

File Ref:   A181 and A182 
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Author:   Svenja Clare 

Acting DCEO 
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The owners have continued to pay rates until 2015. Since 2015 they have only made sporadic 

payments resulting in a total of $3,313.97 currently outstanding.  

 

 

On 20/08/2019 Ms Tyler emailed the Shire advising: 

“The planning department has agreed to take the properties back. I request that the Meekatharra 

Shire wipe the outstanding rate charges so that this can proceed please.” 

 

The Department’s email dated 20/08/2019 show they require the Shire rates to be paid and for the 

remaining structures to be removed before they further consider the request. 

 

Comment: 

Council generally have in the past only written off rates for land parcels or tenements that are most 

likely not going to be paid for various reasons, and are not going to incur further rates. 

 

As these two properties are still rateable they will continue to incur rates until such time as the land 

is returned to the Crown.  

 

Considering that it has taken 15 years since Ms Tyler first received advice to contact the 

Department about relinquishing the land there is no guarantee that this process will be completed 

by July 2020 when next year’s rates get raised. If further rates get raised Council may end up being 

approached again to write off those new rates. This could potentially continue until the land is 

eventually indeed transferred to the Crown. 

 

Ms Tyler further asked to address Council at the next meeting should the write off not be granted. 

 

Consultation: 
Nil 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995, section 6.12 (1) (c) allows for the write off of any debt. 

 

Policy Implications: 
Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

A $10,000 budget allocation exists for rates write off. No rates have yet been written off this 

financial year. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

Absolute Majority (if Council write off the rates) 
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Officers Recommendation: 

 

That Council advise Ms Tyler that the rates for A181 and A182 are due and payable and 

Council will not be authorising any write-off in rates.  Furthermore, the outstanding amount 

will continue to accrue interest at the rate of 10% per annum until all monies due are paid.     
 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:       Cr AJ Binsiar 

Seconded:   Cr HJ Nichols 

 

This item to lay on the table. 

 

Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation: 

Council request staff investigate options, including the costs associated with a transfer of 

land to council, and re-present this item at the October 2019 Ordinary Council meeting. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

9.3.1 LANDFILL ANNUAL AUDIT COMPLIANCE REPORT AND MONITORING 

REPORT 2018-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider endorsing the Annual Audit Compliance Report and Monitoring Report 

2018-19 

 

Attachments: 

Annual Audit Compliance Report and Monitoring Report 2018-19 

 

Background: 

DER requires Council endorsement on this landfill compliance report 

 

Comment: 

This report outlines the methodology employed by the Shire of Meekatharra to control windblown 

waste from the local landfill site, to reduce fires, to suppress dust and control pest and vermin.  

The compliance report as completed by the Environmental Health Officer is attached. 

 

Consultation: 

Krys East – Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Bill Atyeo – Environmental Health Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority  

Title/Subject: LANDFILL ANNUAL AUDIT COMPLIANCE 

REPORT AND MONITORING REPORT 2018-19 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref:  ADM 101 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  12 September 2019 

Author: Tralee Cable  

 Community and Development  

 Services Manager Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Krys East                                    

 Acting Chief Executive Officer  
  Signature Senior Officer 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:    Cr HJ Nichols 

 Seconded:    Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to affix the seal of the Shire of 

Meekatharra to the mandatory Annual Audit Compliance Report and Monitoring Report 

2018-19. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.3.2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXTRAORDINARY ELECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council to: 

 set a date for an Extraordinary Election; and 

 decide whether to conduct this election as a postal election.  

 

Attachments:  
Extraordinary Election Timetable 

 

Background: 

In the past Council has run elections as “voting in person elections” and appointed the CEO as the 

Returning Officer. 

 

Following the close of nominations for the Ordinary Election to be held 19 October 2019 only 

three nominations were received for four vacant positions.   

 

An extraordinary election now needs to be held to fill the remaining vacant office on a day to be 

fixed by Council in accordance with Section 4.57 of the Local Government Act 1995. 

 

Comment: 

To avoid the time and expense of advertising and preparing a new Electoral Roll, the 

Extraordinary Election needs to be held within 100 days of the last election (by 27 January 2020) 

or otherwise with the Electoral Commissioner’s approval. 

 

The election process (excluding a new electoral roll) takes two about months.  (Minimum of 45 

days from giving public notice calling for nominations). 

 

The last day for current sitting councillors is 19 October 2019.  After this date there will be a 

vacancy. 

 

When setting the date for the Extraordinary Election Council should be mindful that during the 

100 day period there is the Christmas/New Year holiday period. 

 

If Council choose to have the Extraordinary Election on 23 November 2019 nominations would 

open on the 10 October 2019 and close on 17 October 2019.  The table attached to this item shows 

various dates. 

Title/Subject: LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXTRAORDINARY ELECTION 

2019  
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.2 

Applicant:    Shire of Meekatharra   

File Ref:                        ADM 0156  

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  13 September 2019  

Author:   Krys East  

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Krys East  

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 
Signature Senior Officer 
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At the June 2019 OCM it was resolved: 

“That Council conduct the 2019 ordinary Meekatharra council election as a “voting in 

person election” and confirm the appointment of the CEO as the Returning Officer.” 

 

 

If Council decide to conduct a postal election and appoint the Electoral Commissioner the earliest 

that an election can be set is 14 December 2019 as this must be done 80 days prior to an election. 

 

The Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) provides that an election can be conducted as a postal 

election or a voting in person election.  The Act also requires that a postal election must be 

conducted by the Electoral Commissioner. 

 

Council may therefore decide whether to conduct the 2019 Extraordinary election as a postal or in 

person election.  

 

No quote has been obtained for this service (postal voting) from the Electoral Commissioner 

however the estimated cost is $14,000.  

 

Postal Election – Major Benefits: 

 Greater voter participation – voter turnout increases significantly in postal elections. 

 Time saving – some election tasks, including the role of Returning Officer are outsourced – 

thereby reducing the time burden on existing staff. 

 

Postal Election – Major Disadvantages: 

 Cost – postal elections are relatively expensive. 

 Potential for mistakes to be made due to communication problems between an off site 

Returning Officer and local election staff.  

 

Consultation: 

Nil 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 4.9 

“4.9. Election day for extraordinary election 

 (1)  Any poll needed for an extraordinary election is to be held on a day decided on 

and fixed —  

 (a) by the mayor or president, in writing, if a day has not already been fixed under 

paragraph (b); or 

 (b) by the council at a meeting held within one month after the vacancy occurs, if a 

day has not already been fixed under paragraph (a). 

 (2) The election day fixed for an extraordinary election is to be a day that allows 

enough time for the electoral requirements to be complied with but, unless the 

Electoral Commissioner approves or section 4.10(b) applies, it cannot be later 

than 4 months after the vacancy occurs. 

 (3) If at the end of one month after the vacancy occurs an election day has not been 

fixed, the CEO is to notify the Electoral Commissioner and the Electoral 

Commissioner is to —  

 (a) fix a day for the holding of the poll that allows enough time for the electoral 

requirements to be complied with; and 

 (b) advise the CEO of the day fixed.” 
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Local Government Act 1995 Section 4.20 and Section 4.61 

 

“4.20. CEO to be returning officer unless other arrangements made 

 (1) Subject to this section the CEO is the returning officer of a local government for 

each election. 

 (2) A local government may, having first obtained the written agreement of the 

person concerned and the written approval of the Electoral Commissioner, 

appoint* a person other than the CEO to be the returning officer of the local 

government for —  

 (a) an election; or 

 (b) all elections held while the appointment of the person subsists. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (3) An appointment under subsection (2) —  

 (a) is to specify the term of the person’s appointment; and 

 (b) has no effect if it is made after the 80
th

 day before an election day. 

 (4) A local government may, having first obtained the written agreement of the 

Electoral Commissioner, declare* the Electoral Commissioner to be responsible 

for the conduct of an election, or all elections conducted within a particular 

period of time, and, if such a declaration is made, the Electoral Commissioner is 

to appoint a person to be the returning officer of the local government for the 

election or elections. 

 * Absolute majority required.” 

 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 4.61 

 

“4.61. Choice of methods of conducting election 

 (1) The election can be conducted as a —  

 postal election which is an election at which the method of casting votes is by 

posting or delivering them to an electoral officer on or before election day; or 

 voting in person election which is an election at which the principal method of 

casting votes is by voting in person on election day but at which votes can also be 

cast in person before election day, or posted or delivered, in accordance with 

regulations. 

 (2) The local government may decide* to conduct the election as a postal election. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (3) A decision under subsection (2) has no effect if it is made after the 80
th

 day before 

election day unless a declaration has already been made in respect of an election 

for the local government and the declaration is in respect of an additional 

election for the same local government. 

 (4) A decision under subsection (2) has no effect unless it is made after a declaration 

is made under section 4.20(4) that the Electoral Commissioner is to be 

responsible for the conduct of the election or in conjunction with such a 

declaration. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Page 74 

 

 (5) A decision made under subsection (2) on or before the 80
th

 day before election 

day cannot be rescinded after that 80
th

 day. 

 (6) For the purposes of this Act, the poll for an election is to be regarded as having 

been held on election day even though the election is conducted as a postal 

election. 

 (7) Unless a resolution under subsection (2) has effect, the election is to be conducted 

as a voting in person election.” 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Potential cost to engage the Electoral Commissioner to conduct Postal Election.  Estimated cost 

$14,000.   

 

Estimated cost to run the election “in house” as a voting in person election is $3,500.  This covers 

advertising and staff time on election day.  Daily election costs leading up to election day are 

absorbed into normal administration time.  

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority  

 

Note: An Absolute Majority decision will be required for a decision to conduct a postal election 

and declare the Electoral Commission responsible for the election.  

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:      Cr HJ Nichols      

 Seconded:    Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council: 

 Under section 4.61 (1) of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) chooses the 2019 

extraordinary election to be conducted as an in-person election and confirms the 

appointment of the CEO as the Returning Officer. 

 Set the date of the extraordinary election as 23 November 2019. 

 
CARRIED 4/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

 

9.4.1 REPLACEMENT OF POOL FENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider replacement of the unstable fence at the Meekatharra swimming pool.  

 

Attachments: 

Quotations from SA Hines, Yulella Building & Construction, Abrolhos Landscaping & Gardening, 

Coral Coast Homes 

 

Background: 

In late June 2019 a project to replace the shade sails at the Meekatharra swimming pool was 

completed.  During the demolition phase, it was discovered that the old structures had been 

attached to the rear fence of the pool and had weakened it.  Removal of these structures resulted in 

the existing fence becoming unstable and requiring replacement. 

 

Comment: 

This item has been considered at the Health, Building, Town Planning Committee at their August 

meeting, however was omitted from the Ordinary Council Meeting agenda for that month.  As a 

matter requiring an absolute majority agreement this decision necessitates full council 

consideration.  

 

Since the HBTP meeting staff have received quotes for alternative fencing materials (Besser 

Bricks and Limestone) as well as the viability of retaining the existing fence but securing it.   For 

approximately $20,000 the current fence could be retained but would be unlikely to last beyond 10 

years. 

 

Quotes received for the demolition, removal and replacement of the fence were sought from SA 

Hines, Yulella Building and Construction and Abrolhos Landscaping.  These quotes are attached. 

 

SA Hines and Yulella Building and Construction have quoted to provide a colorbond fence, while 

comparison quotes for alternate styles of fence have also been sought from Abrolhos Landscaping 

for limestone block fence and Coral Coast Homes for a like for like besser block construction. 

 

Colourbond Fence 

2100 high, double sided, not capped post and rail. 

SA Hines   $14,190 

Yulella Building and Construction $19,420 

Abrolhos Landscaping and Gardening $22,250 

Title/Subject: REPLACEMENT OF POOL FENCE 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.4.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref:  ADM 0255 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  12 September 2019 

Author: Tralee Cable  

 Community and Development  

 Services Manager Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Krys East                                    

 Acting Chief Executive Officer  
  Signature Senior Officer 
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Besser Brick Fence 

Coral Coast Homes  $24,090 

 

Limestone Wall 

Abrolhos Landscaping and Gardening $63,800 

 

Engagement of SA Hines to construct a colorbond double sided post and rail fence without ridge 

capping is the recommended course of action, and the lowest price received for the works at 

$14,190 including GST. 

 

This replacement is a matter of urgency due to the imminent opening of the swimming pool for the 

season, and the risk of collapse that the existing fence poses. 

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

David Macdonald – Project Officer 

Krys East – Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Out of budget expenditure on urgent item 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Delays to the swimming pool season opening are likely 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority  

 

Committee Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:    Cr DK Hodder 

 Seconded:    Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

That Council endorse the engagement of SA Hines to demolish existing, remove debris and 

construct 2100mm high colorbond Deep Ocean blue double sided post and rail tin fence as 

per quotation $14,190 and allocate $14,190 to GL 3694 Pool – Main Pool, Wading Pool & 

Other Infrastructure. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY  
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9.4.2 LIGHTING AT SKATEPARK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider making provision in the Skate park Budget for night lights. 

 

Attachments: 

Support from Meekatharra Police 

 

Background: 

The recently completed Lions Park Small Wheels Facility (LPSWF) has been commissioned and 

will be officially opened on the 28
th

 September at the Outback Festival.  There remains minor 

landscaping items to complete, for which a budget allowance has been made. 

 

The LPSWF has been very successful with local children since it was unofficially opened for use 

recently.  The Shire sponsored Skateboard WA clinic saw up to 60 children attend both the 

Saturday and Sunday sessions.  At late afternoon/evening on any day there can be between 20 – 40 

youths using the facility after school.  The proliferation of youth on scooters at any time of the day 

is also evidence of the success.  The youth in town are learning valuable collaboration and 

consideration, life skills, are being active in their community and regularly voice their appreciation 

for the park. 

 

At the September meeting of the Meekatharra Aboriginal Reference Group (MARG), local 

Aboriginal elders requested the Shire consider installing lights at the facility as there has been an 

increase of young people congregating in the area later at night and indulging in antisocial 

behavior.  This request was made as an early intervention strategy to support the installation of the 

town siren to get children home by 8pm - if the park is too bright to hide in, the youth will not be 

as likely to gather there in the late hours. 

 

The local Police have agreed this is an evolving problem, and have provided their support for the 

proposal in the attached email. 

 

Comment: 

A recent scoping visit to the LPSWF coincided with a group of youth using the facility after 

school.  Once the youths acknowledged the attendees were from the Shire, they immediately 

requested lights at the park to enable them to continue to safely skate after dark, before the 8pm 

siren rings. 

 

There is also some concern that should a user be in the park at night, the risk of harm or injury is 

significantly increased due to poor visibility.  Poor lighting could leave the Shire exposed to legal 

liability for injuries caused as well as creating increased complexity for first responders. 

 

Title/Subject: LIGHTING AT SKATE PARK 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.4.2 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref:  ADM  
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Date of Report:  12 September 2019 

Author: Tralee Cable  
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Lights in the park will, as demonstrated in other Local Governments regions, deter antisocial 

gatherings at that location in the evenings. With summer fast approaching, it is expected we will 

see an increase in both skate activity and antisocial behaviors, and it is considered timely to install 

lighting prior to the warmer weather, and before bad behavior becomes established. 

 

Similar solar lights installed within the Shire of Meekatharra have been purchased at $1400 each.  

There would be additional cost for protective cages and installation. 

 

It is anticipated 3 strategically placed lights would be sufficient to illuminate the park without 

providing disturbance to nearby residences. 

 

It is recommended Council make allowance for up to $10,000 to install protected solar lights and 

panels at the Lions Park Small Wheels Facility. 

 

Consultation: 

Krys East – Acting Chief Executive Officer 

David Macdonald – Project Officer 

Members of the Meekatharra Aboriginal Reference Group 

Max Walker - Acting Senior Sergeant 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

An allocation of $10,000 would be required if Council endorse this expenditure. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

While the construction of the LPSWF has been considered a success by community, this could be 

jeopardized by either poor social behavior, or by a serious accident.  Installation of lighting is 

validated by community consultation through the MARG and consultation with the WAPOL. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority (if amending budget) 

 

Officers Recommended Options: 

 

 Option A 

That Council endorse the installation of three solar lights at the Lions Park Small Wheels 

Facility up to a value of $10,000 and authorise a corresponding budget inclusion to GL 4015 

to allow for this project to be completed as soon as possible. 

 

OR 

 

Option B 

No action be taken 
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Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:    Cr AJ Binsiar 

Seconded:    Cr HJ Nichols 

 

Council request staff source suitable funding options for lighting at the Small Wheels Park, 

and bring back to Council. 

 

Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation: 

Council support the idea of lights at the Small Wheels Park, however due to cost overruns in 

the build of the park, staff were requested to source alternate funding. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.5 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING  

       Nil   

9.6 WORKS AND SERVICE 

       
 
 

9.6.1PROPOSED PURCHASE OF ROAD SWEEPER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council to consider the proposed budgeted purchase of a road sweeper. 

 

Attachments: 

Copy of Quote attached from T-Quip – a WALGA preferred supplier of Road Sweepers (WALGA 

TPS 0985). 

 

Background: 

The Works Group committee agreed on 23 January 2019 to recommend that an allocation for a 

new Road Sweeper with air conditioning be included in the 2019/2020 budget.  Council adopted 

the budget at the June 2019 OCM meeting and this item was included. 

 

Comment: 

Quotations were called on Monday 26 August 2019 by email for the supply of one new Hako – 

Citymaster 1600 Road Sweeper with the trade-in of the Shire’s P100 – 2005 Tennant Road 

Sweeper through WALGA Preferred Supplier Contract No NPN 1.15.  Only one supplier 

responded;  this was T-Quip. 

 

Extensive research was carried out in regards to parts supply, service, warranty, cost of optional 

extras and availability.  T-Quip are the only known suppliers of the CityMaster brand in Western 

Australia.   

 

The purchase of the CityMaster 1600 Road Sweeper from T-Quip is the Works and Services 

Managers recommendation for the following reasons: 

 The current town crew are familiar with this brand of sweeper. 

 T-Quip are the only supplier for the CityMaster type. 

 CityMaster is a one switch operation 

 CityMaster has been proven to handle the dust in Meekatharra  

 Previous Citymaster sweeper have met requirements 

 The CityMaster 1600 fits under the Main Street verandahs of all local business  

 

 

Title/Subject: PROPOSED PURCHASE OF ROAD SWEEPER  
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.6.1 

Applicant:    Nil    

File Ref:                        Plant file  
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Consultation: 

Roy McClymont - Chief Executive Officer 

Works Group  

Town Crew Staff 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 including section 3.57 

 

Policy Implications: 

Purchasing Policy 04.02  

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

A budget allocation of $160,000 has been included in the 2019/20 adopted budget for the purchase 

of a new Sweeper (Road Plant Purchases GL 5094 – Sweeper)  

 

Company Make of Roller 
Price 

(GST Inc) 

Trade 

(GST Inc) 

Change Over 

(GST Inc) 

T- Quip Hako – Citymaster 1600  $160,952.00 $8,800.00 $152,152.00 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Works Group Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:       Cr HJ Nichols      

 Seconded:   Cr AJ Binsiar  

 

That Council authorize;  

 the purchase of a new Hako – Citymaster 1600 Road Sweeper for $160,952 (GST Inc) 

from T-Quip.   

  trade-in P100 – 2005 Tennant Road Sweeper for $8,800.   

Therefore the net cost to the Shire will be $152,152.00 (GST Inc). 

 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 
 Moved:       Cr HJ Nichols 

 Seconded:   Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the meeting is closed to members of the public to allow Council to discuss item 9.7.1 

which concerns matters of a confidential nature. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
Legal advice obtained, or which may be obtained, by the local government and which relates 

to a matter to be discussed at the meeting. 

 

 

 

9.7.1 REQUEST FOR RATES EXEMPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council to consider two requests for rates exemption. 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:      Cr DK Hodder 

Seconded:  Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

That Council deny the rate exemptions as applied for by Murchison Region Aboriginal 

Corporation (MRAC) and by Fiduciary Administration Services Pty Ltd (the trustee of the 

Yugunga-Nya People’s Trust). 

 

Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation: 

Council requires that every landowner makes a reasonable contribution to the rates burden. 

Granting concessions to a particular group could cause disagreement within the community 

and puts increased onus on other ratepayers to make up the shortfall. 

 

MRAC had previously applied for rates exemption for 93 Darlot Street along with other 

properties, but had consequently withdrawn the application for this property on the grounds 

that it was going to be sold. Council granted a concession for all other MRAC properties 

Title/Subject: REQUEST FOR RATES EXEMPTION 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.7.1 

Applicant: Murchison Region Aboriginal Corporation (MRAC) and 

 Fiduciary Administration Services Pty Ltd (FAS)  
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with the last effective year being 2019/20 (the current year). Council are aware that this 

property is again up for sale. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

10   NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION    

OF THE MEETING 

      Nil 

        

11  ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN  
       Nil 

 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

      The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, declared the meeting closed at 10:53am. 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 


