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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, declared the meeting opened at 9.33am. 

 

1.1 DISCLAIMER READING 

  No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any 

act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 

It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should 

only rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be provided within 

fourteen (14) days of this Meeting 

The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, read the disclaimer out loud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Members 

Cr NL Trenfield  President 

Cr AG Burrows 

Cr HJ Nichols 

Cr RK Howden 

Cr NE Lyon 

 

Staff 

Roy McClymont  Chief Executive Officer 

Krys East   Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Geoff Carberry  Community Development Services Manager 

 

Apologies 

Cr PS Clancy  Deputy President 

Cr AJ Binsiar 

 

Approved Leave of Absence 

Nil 

 

Observers 

Patricia Sperring  9.33 am to 10.25 am 

 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil 

 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 Nil 

5 APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 

 Seconded:  Cr NE Lyon 

 

 That Cr RK Howden be granted leave of absence for the April 2014 Ordinary Council 

Meeting. 

CARRIED 5/0 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  HELD ON SATURDAY 15 MARCH 2014  

Page 3 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 15 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr RK Howden 

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday 15 February 2014 be 

confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

6.2 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING MEETING HELD 15 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr AG Burrows 

Seconded: Cr NE Lyon 

 

That the minutes from the Health, Building & Town Planning Meeting held Saturday 

15 February 2014 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

6.3 ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING HELD 15 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 

Seconded: CR AG Burrows 

 

That the minutes from the Annual Electors Meeting held Saturday 15 February 2014 be 

confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 

7 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 

 Nil 

 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

 Cr HJ Nichols gave an update on the Murchison Region Vermin Council meeting which he 

had attended earlier this month. 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT 8 FEB 14 – 7 MAR 14 

 

 Road Maintenance – Grading 
 Heavy rains in mid January have damaged some of the Shires gravel road system.  

During the past two weeks contract graders have carried out the required opening up 

grader work on damaged roads. 
 

 Road inspections have also been completed by the Shire, Greenfields and the Main 

Roads Department and our claim to repair damage is now being prepared by 

Greenfields. 
 

 Construction Work 

 Flood damage repairs to bitumen work on Landor Road has been completed 

 The construction crew is currently resheeting sections of Landor Road from Hope 

River back towards town including the Barragine wash.  This work is being carried 

out under road maintenance. 

 NGE are about to commence Regional Road Group work on Ashburton Downs Road. 
 

Flood Damage Repairs 

 MTF have completed work on the Turee Creek Road and are about to commence work 

on Bulloo Downs Road. 

 AG Burrows have started work on the Hillview – Youno Downs Road. 

 NGE have completed work on Tangadee Road. 

 

Town Maintenance Monthly Report finishing Friday 7 March 2014 

 One grave completed 

 Heritage Trail work 

 Airport electrical and hydrant system earthworks 

 Pothole repairs 

 Street sweeping 

 Verge maintenance 

 

Shire Plant 

 All side tippers and dollys wheel bearings checked and replaced 

 Various camp caravan repairs carried out 

 Earthmoving plant cleaned, serviced and repairs as required. 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

Moved: Cr NE Lyon 

Seconded: Cr RK Howden 

 

That the Works and Services Manager’s report for February 2014 be received.  

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2014 

 
 Aircraft Movements and Statistics 

 

Aircraft movements for the month are down 35% on this time last year.  

 

The figures below reflect the difference between February 2013 and February 2014.  

 

    February 2013 February 2014  Variance 

 

General Aircraft Landed:  139   90   -35%   

Avgas     7,957  ltrs    8,085ltrs  + 2% 

Jet A-1    86,385 ltrs  59,088 ltrs  -32% 

Total Fuel Sold  94,342  ltrs  67,173 ltrs  -29%  

 

Aerodrome Works: 

 

Aerodrome works for the month include: 

 

 General maintenance upkeep of facilities and equipment. 

 Spraying of new growth particularly on runway 15/33 

 Slashing runway strips and surrounding areas. 

 General gardening clean up. 

 

Electrical Issues 

 The lights for the apron have been replaced with Mercury Vapor lamps by 

Murchison power. The angle of the lights have also been adjusted to minimize glare 

to the runway.. (A purchase order has been issued to S & K Electrical to undertake 

the wiring so that each lamp will have its own phase S & K have stated that they will 

perform this on the 6/3/14.) 

 

 Investigate the cause of the low insulation resistance reading of the runway edge 

lighting circuit.  The parts have arrived from Airport Lighting Specialists and S & K 

have been booked to perform this task on the 28th - 31st of March. 

 

 High Voltage underground cable that failed. This has been replaced and the airport is 

back on Mains Power. 

 

 Late on the 20/1/14 it was noticed that the AFRU was giving back a beep to all 

incoming calls instead of the appropriate message. This was replaced and tested ok. 

About two weeks later the new card failed. It seems the power regulator could not 

handle the heat.  Used the 2nd replacement card with an extension on the regulator 

heat sink to displace heat build up as a temporary fix. It is currently working ok. 

Microair is undertaking testing of the first faulty card to identify fault.  Once 

determined a new card will be sent. 
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 No Power to power house. Occurred 25/1/14, came good a couple of hours later by 

itself, before arrival of S & K. This stopped runway lights from coming on and the 

AFRU to work on battery. Two new PFR’s were ordered. One arrived and was 

installed on the 3/2/14 and tested ok. S & K have the second card and will install on 

the 6/3/14. 

 

 Water pumps on the Generator No. 1 and Generator No. 2 need replacing. Trenfield 

Motors replaced the water pump on Generator1 .It tested ok at Mains cutover.  The 

2
nd

 Generator is in hand with Trenfield Motors.   

 

Outstanding budgeted items: 

 

1. Finalise the Fire Service.  Hydrants have been installed except for RFDS (waiting 

on Hanger to be moved).  Waiting on electrical upgrade. 

2. Additional Accommodation at Airport. 

3. Alterations to Airport Apron and parking. 

 

Aerodrome Security: 

 No breaches this month. 

 

Aerodrome Safety Management : 

 Nothing to report this month. 

 

 

Paul Smith 

Airport Reporting Officer 

4
th

 March 2014 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

Moved: Cr AG Burrows 

Seconded: Cr RK Howden 

 

That the Airport Manager’s report for February 2014 be received.  

CARRIED 5/0 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  HELD ON SATURDAY 15 MARCH 2014  

Page 7 

9.1.3 YOUTH AND RECREATION SERVICE REPORT – FEBRUARY 2014 

 
Compiled by Youth Officer: Belinda Hicks 

Officer’s comments:    

Numbers are starting to slowly rise, as school returns and families are returning to town. This reporting period saw an average of 15 young 

people in attendance at any one session.  The holiday period has been unusually quiet, and it is envisaged that numbers will continue to rise 

over the next few months. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED DAY & TIME STAFF CASUALS VOLUNTEERS 

1. Kids Zone Monday                     3-5pm 1  

2. Youth Centre Drop In Monday                      7-9pm 1  

3. Billiard Competition Tuesday                      3-5pm 1  

4. Bike  Program Wednesday                3-5pm 1  

5. Bike Ride Wednesday                6.30-

9.30pm 

3 (driver for support vehicle, 

front and back rider) 

1 (spasmodic) 

6. Girls Dance Group Thursday                     2.30-5pm 1  

7. Kids Zone Friday                           3-5pm 1  

8. Youth Centre Drop In Friday                           7-9pm 3 (supervisor for internal area, 

supervisor for external area, 

supervisor for music room) 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown per activity 
ACTIVITY/NUMBER 

OF SESSIONS FOR 

THE MONTH 

ATTENDANCE 

6-12 Female 
ATTENDANCE 

6-12 Male 
ATTENDANCE 

12-18 Female 
ATTENDANCE 

12-18 Male 
NO. OF NEW 

ATTENDEES 

(F/M) 

MONTHLY 

TOTAL 

AVERAGE 

ATTENDANCE 

PER SESSION 

Kids Zone (8 

sessions per 

month) 

57 68    125 16 

Youth Centre 

Drop In (6  

sessions per month 

– closed twice due 

to staff leave, & 

  38 30  68 12 
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storm) 

Billiard Comp (4 

sessions per 

month) 

  44 31  75 19 

Bike Ride 

Program & Ride (3 

sessions per  

month) 

  19 22  41 14 

Girls Dance (4 

sessions per 

month) 

  56   56 14 

TOTAL 57 68 157 83  365 75 

 

Managers (CDSM) comment: 
These programs continue to be run in an efficient and effective manner. Additional programs are planned in the Kids Zone Area for 6-12 year 

olds. 

 

Youth Sport & Recreation Report –February 2014  

 

Compiled by Sport and Recreation Officer: Bevin Rose  

Officer’s comments:    

All in all a busy month with new activities implemented and supported. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED DAY & TIME STAFF CASUALS VOLUNTEERS 

1. basketball Mon - Thursday 1  

2. auskick Wednesday 5.30 – 7.00 1  

3. golf Mon – Thursday 5.30 -6.00 1  

4. t ball Monday   5.30 -6.30 1  

5. cricket  Tuesday – Thursday  5.30 -6.30 1  

6. pool Mon-Fri day 3.- 5.00 fri 3- 8 pm 1  
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Attendance Breakdown per activity 

 
ACTIVITY/NUMBER 

OF SESSIONS FOR 

THE MONTH 

ATTENDANCE 

6-12 Female 
ATTENDANCE 

6-12 Male 

ATTENDANCE 

12-18 Female 
ATTENDANCE 

12-18 Male 
NO. OF NEW 

ATTENDEES 

(F/M) 

MONTHLY 

TOTAL 

AVERAGE 

ATTENDANCE PER 

SESSION 

Basketball x12 104 116 51 49  320  27 

Football x 3 25 36   61 61 21 

Golf x 8 6 19 5 23  53 7 

T ball x 4 23 26   49 49 12 

Cricket x 8 7 26    33 4 

Pool x 20 131 142 96 99  468 23 

TOTAL 206 365 152 171 110 984 90 

 

Managers (CDSM) comment : 

Number of casual staff being used has now been brought in line with the adopted budget. 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 

Seconded: Cr NE Lyon 

 

That the Youth and Youth Sport and Recreation Officer’s report for February 2014 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.4 RANGERS REPORT – FEBRUARY 2014 

 
I visited Meekatharra on Sunday 16 and Monday 17 February 2014.  On arrival I conducted 

patrols of the townsite looking for wandering dogs and seeking suitable locations to place 

the trapping cages later in the evening.  I placed the cages at various locations in the early 

evening and monitored them at intervals throughout the night.  The cages were collected the 

next morning.  Two unregistered dogs were caught near the rubbish tip.   

I attended the Meekatharra Shire for administration duties.  I checked for any enquiries and 

outstanding complaints.  Four complaints had been received.  As a result of the complaints, I 

attended at various locations around town.  Following investigations, five aggressive and 

viscous dogs were surrendered by their owners and then destroyed.  I completed the 

appropriate paperwork. 

 

Peter Smith 

Canine Control 

 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr RK Howden 

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That the Ranger’s report for February 2014 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 

 

Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 
Meeting Date Item No  

Title and Resolution Summary 
 

Resp 
 

Action 
 

Status 

 
15/07/06 

 
9.3.6 

 
Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 
Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals 
are presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt 
and ask if funds can be transferred to other 
sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites 
connected to Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders 
and roads within the shire. 
 

 
CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 
427 & 428 Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was 
advertised, that no submissions were received by 
closing dates, Water Corp had no objections.  
That Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for 
Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that 
Shire has no objections to lots being converted to 
Freehold Title. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for 
Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by 
DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine 
Townsite 
That Council advise Dept Land Asset 
Management that Council doesn’t wish to close 
Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation 
Reserve 3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water 
Reserve 12460, Water Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside 
Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS/ CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 
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17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 
As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it 
was recommended that requested be made for 
the funds to be transferred to stage 2 of the Drive 
Trail Letter have been written to the appropriate 
funding bodies, but as yet no reply has been 
received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
Regional Development Scheme: 
agreed to transfer funds on the 
condition that other funding is 
secured and any changes to 
budget are also submitted.   
Regional Infrastructure Funding 
Program: confirmation not yet 
received as several queries are 
unable to be answered at this 
stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 

21/11/09 9.3.4 
 
 

Cornish Lift PO Quote approved 23/11/09. 
Letter of advise and order sent 
23/11/09 
Contractor to build 
 

 
Complete 
In progress 

18/12/09 9.3.1 Relocation Main Street Park Displays CEO Copy to Rigby & Cameron 
22/12/09 
Works to be undertaken 

Complete 
In progress 

20.05.11 9.3.3 Lease K076047 – Meekatharra Lots 589, 590, 
591, 598, 599 & 600 – Paddy’s Flat 

CEO Email sent 26.05.11 – Renew 
Lease 
Check Status,  
Request freehold 
Await response from Landgate 
 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.6.1 Council Policy – Bituminous Seals CEO/WSM Reword Policy and submit to 
Council 

In Progress 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CEO New report to October Council 
meeting required 

In progress 

15.10.11 9.3.2 Installation of CCTV in Main Street Meekatharra CEO Engage Consultant – rang 
20/10/11 
Emailed again27/3/12 - Awaiting 
on consultant to visit 
Advise local police OIC – email 
20/10/11 

In progress 
 
 
Complete 
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3/2/14 Project Officer has taken 
on this project.  Drafting specis 
to invite quotes. 

21.04.12 10.2 Solar Electricity Installations CEO Staff to further research In progress 

18.5.13 9.6.1 Purchases – Bitumen and Aggregates CEO Purchase Orders as required 
 
Review delegations & policies 

Complete 
 
In progress 

15.6.13 9.7.3 2012/13-9 Tender – Airport AC Power Remedial 
Works 

A/CDSM Tenders (4) have been advised 
that the decision of Council has 
been postponed due to new 
information in hand in relations 
to this project. 

In progress 

19.10.13 9.7.2 CEO Contract Amendment CEO/Shire President President and CEO to sign off 
on amendment. 

In progress 

20.12.13 9.3.4 Meetings with Ministers – Local Issues CEO No further action required 
Create Position Statement on 
public housing in Meeka 

Complete 
In progress 

15.2.14 9.2.4 2013/2014 Budget Review A/DCEO Amended document 20/2/14 
sent to Dept 21/2/14, updated 
Synergy budget 24/2/14 

Complete 

15.2.14 9.3.1 Acquisition of Bank Overdraft and Authorisation to 
Drawdown on Term Deposit – Shire Seal 

A/DCEO 
 

Signed documents sent to 
Westpac 17/2/2014 

Complete 

15.2.14 9.4.1 Reserves 3135, 6342 and 6398 – Management 
Orders Offered by Department of Lands 

CDSM Letter sent to DOL advising of 
Councils resolution 18/2/14 

Complete 

15.2.14 9.4.2 Available Sources of Funding Meekatharra 
Festival & Rodeo 2014/15 

CDSM/CSO Discussions with CDO re 
possible alternate funding – 
Grant applications being 
submitted to Lotteries West, 

In progress 
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Horizon Power – Committee to 
further investigate and report 
back by end of March 

15.2.14 9.4.3 Community Development Budget Request 
2014/15 

CDO/A/DCEO Item printed, filed pending 
budget 24/2/14 

Complete 

15.2.14 9.7.1 Tangadee Road – Legal Status A/CEO Legal advice has been sought 
from Council lawyers 

In progress 

15.2.14 9.7.2 Paddy’s Flat Lease A/CEO Request for conversion of Lots 
to Freehold sent to DOL 19/2/14 

In progress 

15.2.14 9.7.3 Pool Contract – Option to Extend Contract for 3 
years 

CDSM Draft contract with additional 
conditions sent to Contractor for 
consideration – 24/2/14 
On site meeting to be held to 
discuss ongoing issues before 
contract finalised and signed 
25/2/14 

Complete 

 
 
 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr NE Lyon 

Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 

That the Status report be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2  FINANCE 

9.2.1  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2014  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Monthly Financial Report 

 

Background: 

Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 

 

(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on the 

sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that 

month in the following detail – 

(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional     

purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 

(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 

(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the 

statement relates; 

(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); 

and 

(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 

 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing-  

(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the statement 

relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 

(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation (1)(d); and 

(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local government. 

 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  

(a) According to nature and type classification, 

(b) By program; or 

(c) By business unit. 

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 

28 FEBRUARY 2014 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 10 March 2014 

Author: Krys East  

 Corporate Services Manager/DCEO    

       
       Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer        
      Signature Senior Officer  
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(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-

regulation (2), are to be –  

(a) presented to the council –  

 (i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 

which the statement relates; or 

 (ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred to 

in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 

meeting; 

  And 

 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 

accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting material 

variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  

} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a 

specific purpose; 

} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 

[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 

[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 

Comment: 

A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following 

the end of the reporting period. 
 

Consultation: 

Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 

Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr AG Burrows 

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That the financial report for the period ending 28 February 2014 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 

COUNCIL 

 

There were no actions that require reporting to Council in February 2014. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 

 

Background: 

At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 

The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  

>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt collection letter. 

>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 

>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a statement with a 

reminder sticker attached. 

 

Comment: 

Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be forwarded 

onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to do so. Therefore from 

time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off 

the debt incurred.  

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Loss of revenue 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.2 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 10 March 2014 

Author: Svenja Clare  

 Debtors & Creditors Officer   

 

 
    Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer       
     Signature Senior Officer 
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Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved:  Cr NE Lyon 

 Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 

That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 28 February  2014. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 

Background: 

List of accounts 

 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments 

from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared 

each month showing each account paid since the last such list was prepared – 

 (a) the payee’s name; 

 (b) the amount of the payment; 

 (c) the date of the payment; and 

 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 

 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

  (i) the payee’s name 

  (ii) the amount of the payment; and  

  (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3)  A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 

 (a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 

prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
 

Comment: 

Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 

 

Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $1,209,860.30 

Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $    - 

Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $  - 

   Total $1,209,860.30 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY 2014 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.3 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 10 February 2014 

Author: Svenja Clare  

 Debtors & Creditors Officer   

   
  Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

 Chief Executive Officer   

 
 

Signature Senior Officer 
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Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Accounts to be paid 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

   Moved:   Cr NE Lyon 

   Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 

That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.4 POLICY AMENDMENT 4.7 BUDGETS 

SETTING OF THE ANNUAL RATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may wish to consider revising the timetable as set in Policy 4.7 Budgets to allow an 

adequate period for advertising of differential rates and seeking Ministerial approval if required. 

Attachments: 

Nil 

 

Background: 

During the past few years the proposed maximum rate in the dollar has been more than twice the 

minimum rate in the dollar as set by Council.  To be able to adopt these rates Council are required 

to advertise for a period of 21 days then seek Ministerial approval prior to adoption.  This leaves a 

small window for the granting of approval by the Minister before adoption of the annual budget at 

the June meeting.  Last year, the Minister required further information which resulted in Council 

approval not being obtained in time for the June meeting.  In the preceding two years, staff 

havecontacted the Ministers office on the day prior to the Budget Adoption Council meeting, to get 

confirmation of approval as official approval had not yet been received. 

Council Policy 4.7 Budgets states the Shire of Meekatharra’s timetable for budget preparation.   

Background: 

As per the Rating Policy – Giving Notice prepared by the Department of Local Government and 

Communities certain timeframes are required.  The advertising of differential rates cannot occur 

before 1 May.  The minimum advertising period is 21 days to allow for submissions.   The day 

after the day of publication is the first day.  After the submission period is closed, Council are 

required to seek Ministerial approval if the proposed rate in the dollar for UV Mining is more than 

twice the proposed rate in the dollar for UV Pastoral. 

Title/Subject: POLICY AMENDMENT 4.7 BUDGETS 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.4 

Applicant:       

File Ref:   ADM139 and ADM 239 

Disclosure of Interest:  

Date of Report:  24 February 2014 

Author:   Krys East 

CorporateServices Manager/DCEO  

        
 Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer       
    Signature Senior Officer 
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If all the necessary information is included in the application to receive Ministerial Approval, a 

minimum of two weeks is required to allow the Minister sufficient time to properly assess and 

make a decision on the proposal.   

The following amendment to the Policy is proposed to allow sufficient time for Council to comply 

with all requirements.   

The current Policy states 

“4.7.5 BUDGET PREPARATION  

 

The purpose of this section is to prescribe the timetable for the preparation of Councils 

Annual Budget. 

 

The Annual Budget will be prepared according to the following timetable: 

 

January - Undertake half yearly budget review for current year. 

   

February - Council to adopt half yearly Budget Review of current year. 

 - Council to perform inspection of Roads and other Infrastructure 

in preparation of the Capital Works and Acquisition Program. 

 - H, B & TP Committee to perform inspection of built 

infrastructure within Meekatharra Town site. 

   

March - H, B & TP Committee to recommend any remedial works 

required to Council for inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Completion of the Capital Works and Acquisitions Program for 

inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Council to inspect Plan for the Future of the District and 

recommend items for inclusion in the Draft Budget.  

   

May - Council to consider and revise Draft Budget. 

 - Council to review Schedule of Fees and Charges for inclusion 

in following years Budget 

   

June - Council to adopt Annual Budget.” 

 

The proposed amendment is as follows: 

March - H, B & TP Committee to recommend any remedial works 

required to Council for inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Completion of the Capital Works and Acquisitions Program for 

inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Council to inspect Corporate Business Plan and recommend items 

for inclusion in the Draft Budget.  

   

April - Council to consider rate in $ based on the estimate of the 

preliminary draft budget deficiency and authorise advertising of 

differential rates and minimum payments.   

 - Council to review Schedule of Fees and Charges for inclusion in 
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following years Budget 

 - Council to review allowances and deductions allowed for in the 

Shire of Meekatharra’s Policies. 

   

May - Staff to advertise differential rates and minimum payments for 21 

days from the 1st of May. 

 - Council to consider and revise Draft Budget. 

 - If no submissions are received at close of advertising period and 

Ministerial approval is required, staff are authorised to proceed 

immediately with seeking Ministerial approval to allow for 

adoption of budget in June. 

   

June - If no submissions received and approval from Minister is not 

required or has been received, Council to adopt Annual Budget.   

 Or Council to consider any submissions received as a result of 

advertising of differential rates.  If Council choose to modify the 

rates as a result of any  submission received, these do not have to 

be readvertised.  Council authorise staff to seek Ministerial 

Approval if applicable. 

   

July  - Council to adopt Annual Budget if not previously done so in June.   

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont, Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 – Section 6.33 

6.33. Differential general rates 

 (1) A local government may impose differential general rates according to any, or a 

combination, of the following characteristics —  

 (a) the purpose for which the land is zoned, whether or not under a local planning 

scheme or improvement scheme in force under the Planning and Development 

Act 2005; or 

 (b) a purpose for which the land is held or used as determined by the local 

government; or 

 (c) whether or not the land is vacant land; or 

 (d) any other characteristic or combination of characteristics prescribed. 

 (2) Regulations may —  

 (a) specify the characteristics under subsection (1) which a local government is to 

use; or 

 (b) limit the characteristics under subsection (1) which a local government is 

permitted to use. 

 (3) In imposing a differential general rate a local government is not to, without the approval 

of the Minister, impose a differential general rate which is more than twice the lowest 

differential general rate imposed by it.  
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 (4) If during a financial year, the characteristics of any land which form the basis for the 

imposition of a differential general rate have changed, the local government is not to, on 

account of that change, amend the assessment of rates payable on that land in respect of 

that financial year but this subsection does not apply in any case where section 6.40(1)(a) 

applies. 

 (5) A differential general rate that a local government purported to impose under this Act 

before the Local Government Amendment Act 2009 section 39(1)(a) came into operation
 1

 

is to be taken to have been as valid as if the amendment made by that paragraph had been 

made before the purported imposition of that rate. 

 

Local Government Act 1995 – Section 6.36 

6.36. Local government to give notice of certain rates 

 (1) Before imposing any differential general rates or a minimum payment applying to a 

differential rate category under section 6.35(6)(c) a local government is to give local 

public notice of its intention to do so. 

 (2) A local government is required to ensure that a notice referred to in subsection (1) is 

published in sufficient time to allow compliance with the requirements specified in this 

section and section 6.2(1). 

 (3) A notice referred to in subsection (1) —  

 (a) may be published within the period of 2 months preceding the commencement of 

the financial year to which the proposed rates are to apply on the basis of the local 

government’s estimate of the budget deficiency; and 

 (b) is to contain —  

 (i) details of each rate or minimum payment the local government intends to 

impose; and 

 (ii) an invitation for submissions to be made by an elector or a ratepayer in 

respect of the proposed rate or minimum payment and any related matters 

within 21 days (or such longer period as is specified in the notice) of the 

notice; and 

 (iii) any further information in relation to the matters specified in 

subparagraphs (i) and (ii) which may be prescribed;  

  and 

 (c) is to advise electors and ratepayers of the time and place where a document 

describing the objects of, and reasons for, each proposed rate and minimum 

payment may be inspected. 

 (4) The local government is required to consider any submissions received before imposing 

the proposed rate or minimum payment with or without modification. 

 (5) Where a local government —  

 (a) in an emergency, proposes to impose a supplementary general rate or specified 

area rate under section 6.32(3)(a); or 

 (b) proposes to modify the proposed rates or minimum payments after considering 

any submissions under subsection (4), 
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  it is not required to give local public notice of that proposed supplementary general rate, 

specified area rate, modified rate or minimum payment. 
 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 
 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Precursor to 2014 – 2015 Budget discussions 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 
 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority  
 

Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution:  
 

Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 

Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 

That Council authorise the amendment of section 4.7.5 of Policy 4.7 Budgets to read: 

 

4.7.5 BUDGET PREPARATION  

 

The purpose of this section is to prescribe the timetable for the preparation of 

Councils Annual Budget. 

 

The Annual Budget will be prepared according to the following timetable: 

 

January - Undertake half yearly budget review for current year. 

   

February - Council to adopt half yearly Budget Review of current year. 

 - Council to perform inspection of Roads and other 

Infrastructure in preparation of the Capital Works and 

Acquisition Program. 

 - H, B & TP Committee to perform inspection of built 

infrastructure within Meekatharra Town site. 

   

March - H, B & TP Committee to recommend any remedial works 

required to Council for inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Completion of the Capital Works and Acquisitions 

Program for inclusion in Draft Budget. 

 - Council to inspect Corporate Business Plan and recommend 

items for inclusion in the Draft Budget.  

   

April - Council to consider rate in $ based on the estimate of the 

preliminary draft budget deficiency and authorise 

advertising of differential rates and minimum payments.   

 - Council to review Schedule of Fees and Charges for 

inclusion in following years Budget 

 - Council to review allowances and deductions allowed for in 

the Shire of Meekatharra’s Policies. 
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May - Staff to advertise differential rates and minimum payments 

for 21 days from the 1st of May. 

 - Council to consider and revise Draft Budget. 

 - If no submissions are received at close of advertising period 

and Ministerial approval is required, staff are authorised to 

proceed immediately with seeking Ministerial approval to 

allow for adoption of budget in June. 

   

June - If no submissions received and approval from Minister is 

not required or has been received, Council to adopt Annual 

Budget.   

 Or Council to consider any submissions received as a result of 

advertising of differential rates.  If Council choose to 

modify the rates as a result of any  submission received, 

these do not have to be readvertised.  Council authorise 

staff to seek Ministerial Approval if applicable. 

   

July  - Council to adopt Annual Budget if not previously done so in 

June.   

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

 
 No Reports 

9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 ITEM WITHDRAWN - NOMINATION TO BOARD OF MID WEST 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion: 
 

Shire President,  Cr NL Trenfield, advised that this item is withdrawn as Cr Norman Lyon 

is no longer a candidate for a position on the Board of Mid West Development 

Commission. 
 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

The purpose of this item is to seek Councils support to nominate Cr Norman Lyon for 

consideration for a Ministerial Appointment to the board of the Mid West Development 

Commission. 

 

Attachments: 

Position Advertisement 

 

Background: 

Recently the attached advertisement was published in the press requesting nomination of suitable 

candidates to fill the said vacancies on the Mid West Development Commission Board. 

 

Comment: 

Cr Lyon has expressed an interest in being nominated for consideration. 

 

Title/Subject: ITEM WITHDRAWN: NOMINATION TO BOARD OF 

MID WEST DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.4.1 

Applicant:   Nil 

File Ref:   ADM 

Disclosure of Interest:  
Date of Report:  7 March 2014 

Author:   Geoff Carberry 

    Community and Development Services Manager 
   

      
Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 

    Chief Executive Officer 

 
  Signature Senior Officer  
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As Cr Lyon is an employee of the State of Western Australia he can only be appointed as a 

Ministerial Appointment not as a community appointment. 

 

Whilst any person can be nominated or in fact a person can nominate themselves it would carry 

much more influence if the nomination has been made by or at least supported by Council. 

 

It would be seen to be prudent to have representation by the Shire on a peak body such as the Mid 

West Development Commission. 

 

Consultation: 

A/CEO Krys East 

 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommended Options / Council Resolution: 

 

 Moved: 

 Seconded: 

  

 Option 1 

That Council nominates Cr Norman Lyon for consideration as a Ministerial Appointment to 

the Board of the Mid West Development Commission and the appropriate documentation be 

forwarded in accordance with the advertisement. 

 

Or 

 

Option 2  

That Council supports Cr Norman Lyon for consideration as a Ministerial Appointment to 

the Board of the Mid West Development Commission and requests a letter of support be 

written and signed by the Chief Executive Officer. 

 

ITEM WITHDRAWN 
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Western Australia’s Regional Development 
Commissions 
Board Membership - Call for Nominations 
Community and Ministerial Appointments 
Vacancies exist for Community (x2) and Ministerial (x1) appointments on the Board of the 
Mid West Development Commission. 
The role of the Commission is to coordinate and promote sustainable development to 
achieve a strong and vibrant Mid West region. Our aims include maximising job creation, 
broadening local economies, identifying the need for infrastructure services, providing 
information and advice to business and ensuring equitable access to government 
services. We also promote effective partnerships between government and regional 
communities. 
The Hon Terry Redman MLA, Minister for Regional Development will make the 
appointments to the Board. 
People may nominate themselves or others; organisations may also nominate 
individuals. Those nominated should possess interest and knowledge relevant to the 
region. Relevant fields of involvement could include business and industry; education, 
employment and training; tourism, recreation and marketing. 
Applicants will be judged on decision-making abilities at an executive level; a 
demonstrated involvement in either the economic or social development of the region and 
the ability to work cooperatively to achieve agreed goals across a wide range of social 
and economic issues. 
The term of appointment will be for a period of up to three years. 
Nomination forms and further information can be obtained by contacting the Mid West 
Development Commission on (08) 9921 0701 or via email at ea@mwdc.wa.gov.au. The 
MWDC is located on Level 2 Foreshore Business Centre, 209 Foreshore Drive, 
Geraldton. 
Closing Date: Nominations are open until close of business on Friday 18 April 2014. 
All nominations should be made by submitting relevant details to the Minister for Regional 
Development through the Mid West Development Commission. 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING  

 No Report 

9.6 WORKS AND SERVICES 

 No Report 

9.7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 

Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 

Seconded: Cr NE Lyon 

 

That the meeting be closed to members of the public to allow Council to discuss  items 

9.7.1, 9.7.2, 9.7.3 which are matters of a confidential nature. 

 

This is in accordance with the Act: 

 Section 5.23 (2)(c) a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the 

local government and which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting. 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

 10.25 am The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, requested that the members of the 

public leave the meeting. 

 

  

11  ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 

Nil 

 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr NL Trenfield, declared the meeting closed at 11.03am. 

 


