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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 

1.1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 

The Shire President, Cr HJ Nichols declared the meeting opened at 9.32am on 

Saturday 17 October 2020. 

 

1.2. DISCLAIMER READING 

 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 

omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 

 

It is strongly advised that persons don not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 

rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 

days of this Meeting. 

The Shire President, Cr HJ Nichols, read the disclaimer out loud. 

 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OR ABSENCE 

 

Members 

Cr HJ Nichols  Shire President 

Cr PS Clancy  Deputy Shire President 

Cr MJ Smith 

Cr MR Hall 

Cr DK Hodder 

 

Staff 

 Roy McClymont  Chief Executive Officer 

 Krys East  Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 Tralee Cable  Community & Development Services Manager 

 

Apologies 

Cr PS Moses 

 

Approved Leave of Absence 

Nil 

 

Observers 

Nil 

 

3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil 

 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil 

 

5. APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Cr PS Clancy be granted Leave of Absence for the 21 November 2020 Ordinary 

Council Meeting.        CARRIED 5/0 
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

6.1. ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 22 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Council Resolution 

 

Moved:  Cr DK Hodder 

Seconded:  Cr MJ Smith 

 

That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Tuesday 22 September 

2020 be confirmed.  

CARRIED 5/0 

 

6.2. HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr DK Hodder 

Seconded:  Cr PS Clancy 

 

That the minutes from Health Building Town Planning Meeting held Tuesday 22 

September 2020 be received. 

         CARRIED 5/0 

 

6.3. AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded:  Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the minutes from Audit Committee Meeting held Tuesday 22 September 2020 

be received. 

       CARRIED 5/0 

 

 

7. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS 

Nil 

 

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

• Chief Executive Officer, Mr Roy McClymont attended the Regional Road 

Murchison Sub Group meeting on 23rd September 2020.  The meeting was held here 

in Meekatharra and was the first meeting to be held in the new Lloyds Plaza 

Conference Room. 

• A very successful Meeka Festival weekend was held on 26 -27 September 2020.   

• The Lloyds Plaza redevelopment was officially opened by the Hon. Melissa Price 

MP on 26 September 2020.  The opening was attended by well over 100 people 

including Mr Vince Catania MLA and the Hon. Robin Scott MLC.  That evening an 

amazing art exhibition and cocktail event was held in the new art gallery and plaza. 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTES AND OFFICERS 

 

9.1. OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

9.1.1. WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Construction Crew  

• A67 Ashburton Downs Road R2R Funding:  

o Started early July 2020 – Resheet, construct new levels for road seal Ashburton 

Downs Road, R2R funding SLK 0.01 to SLK 6.1 (Reconstruct and seal works 6 km) 

o MJB – Supply ordered for culverts for new works 

o Culvert earthworks complete waiting for install of Culvert Concrete base / headwalls 

by Contractor 

o Bitutek seal booked early November after BBRF program. 

• Contract – A67 Ashburton Downs Road R2R Funding: 

o Request for quote – R2R A67 Culverts and Cut Off Walls  

o RFQ 20/21 – 04 – Ashburton Downs / Meekatharra Road – Awarded to Bulldog 

Contracting by email quote 23 September 2020, the quote lump sum price of 

$124,700.00 plus GST. 

 

Contract Maintenance Grading  

• Northampton Grader Hire  

o M18 – Weelarranna West Road (Complete) 

o M65 – Jigalong Community Road (Complete) 

o M1 – Mt Clere – Meekatharra Road (Complete) 

o M24 – Trillbar Road (Complete) 

o M135 – Alternate Heavy Haulage Road (Complete) 

o M131 – Peace Gorge (Complete) 

o M99 – Stockyard Access Road (Complete) 

o M28 – Woodlands – Mt Augustus Road (Next Works) 

o M67 – Ashburton Downs Road – spot damage repairs 

    

Flood Damage  

• 2019/20 DRFAWA Eligible Disaster Proclamation Notification 'Tropical Cyclone Damien 

and Associated Flooding (4-9 February 2020)' AGRN 899 

o Greenfield Technical Services have finalised document reports waiting for approval 

under the Flood Damage Preliminary Notification for Flood Damage within the 

Shire of Meekatharra on all roads for review. 

o 19 August 2020 – DFES approval to MRD - $17.9 million 

o 8 September 2020 – Bernie Millar provided comments to Greenfield of changes to 

AGRN 899 – SMK Flood Damage Project under Number Project #P0083 – reduce 

and amend 3% changes to Flood Damage costs – Minus $600K 

o Greenfield Technical Services appointed under WALGA preferred Contractor by 

Shire of Meekatharrra to provide administration and evidence services associated 

with AGRN888/899 for all related works under flood damage works. 

o Greenfield provided RFT20/21 – 01 Supply of Hired Road Construction Plant with 

Operators for Upgraded Works for closing date Tender Submission – 1 September 

2020 @ 2pm. 
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Contracts Schedule for Flood Damage 

MTF:  

o FDC 66 – Landor Road 

o FDC 67 – Ashburton Downs Road – Top down from Boundary 

NGE: 

o FDC 20 – Turee Creek Road 

o FDC 19 – Sylvania Road 

o FDC 65 – Jigalong Mission road & Weelarranna West Road 

o FDC 4 – Bulloo Downs Roads 

o FDC 33 – Marymia Road 

o FDC 2 – Peak Hill – Three Rivers Road 

 

BBRF – BB66 – Landor Road – BBRF Funded (First Stage SLK 169.52 to SLK 179.52) 

o MTF Services appointed sole Contractor by Council to start on BBRF (First Stage). 

o Current works on subgrade and final base levels. 

o Survey Ascon and road levels provided. 

o Soil Tests on first 1 km and borrow pit complete – awaiting results – Preliminary 

works 

o MJB – Supply ordered for culverts for new works 

o Bitutek booked for Road Seal – 9 November 2020 

 

Contract – BB66 – Landor Road  

RFT 19/20-01 Panel tender Concreting Services Quote – BB66 – Landor Road – 

BBRF 

RFQ 20/21-3 (JO540) Submission provided by Greenfield Technical Services;  

Landor – Meekatharra Contract awarded to Bulldog Contracting.  Quote accepted by 

email 23 September 2020 $245,150.00 plus GST 
 

LRCIP – Landor Road  

o Soil Tests on 2 sections of road and borrow pits complete – Results 100% over for 

good compaction – Preliminary works. 

o Survey booked for ASCON 

o MTF Contracting to follow on from, BBRF program to LRCIP works end October 

2020 

o Completion Mid December 2020 
    

All Council and Contract works in line of COVID – 19 Guidelines.  

 

Town Maintenance-Monthly Report Finishing 9th October 2020 

• Smashed glass strewn across roadways, graffiti to town signs, buildings, lamp posts, roads 

and footpaths has continued and is taking up a considerable amount of time to remove. 

Bins have been set fire on road surfaces. 

• Sweeping of Main St was done in accordance with Council’s directive. 

• Mowing has taken place and vegetation trimmed on Boardwalk, laneways, Kids Zone, 

Shire housing, Walkway and Youth Centre  

• Verges are being maintained and weeds removed 

• Rubbish removed from Lookout and Peace Gorge 

• Regular maintenances to plant used by town crew 

• Maintenance carried out at cemetery 

• Assisted WSM with work on Ashburton Downs – Meekatharra Road 

• Removed rubbish small wheel park 

• Completion of grids being carried out, installation of metal work. 
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Plant Report 

• P407 2008 NISSAN PRIME MOVER 

Installed new booster air line, front LHS steer – Trenfield Motors 

 

• P439 2012 NISSAN PRIME MOVER 

Replaced broken brake airline back underside of tray – Trenfield Motors  

 

• P477 1996 950F CAT LOADER 

Flushed Radiator – Trenfield Motors 

 

• P479 2007 MACK SUPERLINER (72) 

Replace bearings in main pulley – Trenfield Motors 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved: Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the Works and Services Manager’s report for September 2020 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.2. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT- SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 

 

Aircraft movements both GA, Charter & RFDS have remained consistent with a slight increase 

throughout the month of September 2020. Skippers RPT flights have continued regularly on 

Mondays & Fridays with passenger numbers increasing slowly throughout the month. Skippers 

recommended a Wednesday RPT flight from 26/08/20 with ongoing passenger numbers on this day 

remaining fairly low, it is anticipated that numbers will increase with ongoing certainty to air travel 

to Meekatharra.  Mustering activities have continued during September with a continued increase 

in Avgas drum sales. 

 

The figures below reflect the differences between September 2019 and September 2020.  

 

Aerodrome Works: 

Aerodrome works for the month include: 

• General maintenance and upkeep of facilities and equipment. 

• Lawns / gardens and terminal plants upkeep.  

• AirBP RFDS Fuel Facility ongoing. Potential for completion in October 2020. 

• Ongoing weed spraying and chipping occurring airside along runway strips to keep weed 

growth to a minimum and restrict grass height. 

 

Aerodrome Maintenance Requiring Completion: 

• Crack Patching to runway and apron surfaces. 

• Runway surface & Runway End Stopping Area (RESA) Bitumen fog spray. 

• Gravel Runway re-sheeting surface. 

  

 Sept 19 Sept 20 Variance 

General Aircraft Landed: 89 105 +18% 

RFDS Landed 68 94 +38% 

Avgas 9264 11836 +27% 

Jet A1 40236 50812 +26% 

Total Fuel Sold 49500 62648 +26% 

 YTD 2019 YTD 2020 Variance 

General Aircraft Landed: 733 746 +2% 

RFDS Landed  702 708 +1% 

Avgas   77935 79599 +2% 

Jet A1                                     353865 362706 +2% 

Total Fuel Sold          431800 442302 +2% 
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Aerodrome Security: 

Nil Incidents to report. 

 

Safety Management System: 

Nil to report in September 2020 

 

Budget items completed: 

Nil Pending 

 

Airport Emergency: 

Nil emergencies to report.  

 

Bird/Animal Activity: 

Bird & Animal activity around the Meekatharra aerodrome has remained a low risk.   

 

General: 

COVID-19 cleaning and sanitizing of public areas continued to be undertaken on an increased 

schedule to ensure a safe environment for users of the airport facilities.  

Increased cleaning of public areas will continue until current restriction levels are relaxed. 

 

Mike Cuthbertson 

Airport Manager 

01/10/2020 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded:  Cr PS Clancy 

 

That the Airport Manager’s report for September 2020 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.3. YOUTH AND RECREATION SERVICES REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Activity Girls Boys Activity 

Total 

No. of 

Sessions 

Average 

Attendance 

 6-12 12-18 6-12 12-18    

Sport at 

Youth 

Centre/ 

Indoor Centre 

53           80 50             74 257 8 32 

Yarn Night 

Drop 

in/Trivia 

Night 

8             36 8               47 99 4 24 

Movie Night 34            28 32            45 139 4 35 

ART 45            29 42            29 145 6 24 

Football/SMF 42            31 50            41 164 4 41 

Basketball 52            29 58            45 184 4 46 

Adult Sport 38             60             98 4 25 

 

September proved to be a very busy month for the youth services team with increases in 

participation on almost all fronts. 

 

Highlights were the youth’s participation in the country week Basketball tournament in Perth. Our 

team trained extensively with the youth services team and in the end 12 of our best youth 

basketballers performed admirably at the carnival even going as far as assisting the Mullewa team 

in winning the competitions B division championship by lending them the bulk of our team.  

 

In town behaviour amongst our youths has been on the improve and there is great anticipation for 

the pool reopening in October and defending our inaugural Murchison Football League title in 

Yalgoo. 

  

Lastly with a big thanks to the whole Shire and especially Tralee and Amy for organising another 

successful Meekafest. We had kids returning from all over Australia for the event and all had a 

wonderful time participating especially with the “ice skating” and helicopter rides. The Sunday 

evening fireworks display and Multisport BBQ in the evening was a raging success with over 150 

kids and family attending and joining in with the festivities. 

 

We look forward to bringing more good news in October!  

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MS Hall 

Seconded:  Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the Youth Sport and Recreation Services Officer’s report for September 2020 be 

received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.4. RANGERS REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2020 

Prepared by   P Smith, Canine Control 

Date   OCTOBER 2020 

 

6 SEPTEMBER – 8 SEPTEMBER 2020  

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:  

One written complaint was received regarding a dog attack. After the complaint was lodged, several 

other emails were received by the shire from different authors regarding the attack and pointing out 

the writers’ concerns regarding the alleged number of dogs wandering at large in certain areas of 

town. Enquiries were made and I attended at the complainant’s address to gather further 

information. I attended at the alleged dog owners’ address. The owners of the dog were aware of 

the incident and they readily admitted that it was the older, brown dog that had been involved in 

the attack. With the owner’s assistance, both dogs were conveyed to the Meekatharra Pound and 

held pending further inquiries. Neither of the dogs were registered or microchipped at the time of 

the incident. The younger dog was not involved in the attack and was microchipped at the pound 

ready for licensing during the following week. 

 

A local resident requested trapping cages be placed at their home due to the presence of feral cats. 

The trapping cages were dropped off and set and left overnight.  

 

ANIMALS TRAPPED: 

Trapping cages were set at various locations around town during the evenings. A focus was made 

in the area around Hill and Railway Street, but no animals were caught. Trapping cages were set at 

other locations. One unregistered, identified dog was caught. The dog was returned to the owner 

and a warning regarding allowing his dog to wander at large untethered and unsupervised was 

issued. 

Trapping cages were set at the rubbish tip where two feral cats were caught. 

 

ANIMALS DESTROYED: 

Two feral cats caught at the rubbish tip were destroyed. 

 

FURTHER PATROLS: 

Patrols were conducted of the Rubbish tip, Peace Gorge, Cemetery, Go Cart Track, Racecourse, 

and Airport. No animals were sighted wandering and there was nothing to report. Patrols and 

security checks were conducted around the townsite. Several tourists were seen camping in 

caravans. 

 

20 SEPTEMBER – 23 SEPTEMBER 2020  

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:  

No new written or verbal complaints had been received since the last visit.  

As a result of a previous complaint, I attended at a resident’s address and microchipped a second 

dog. The dog now complies with the regulations of the Dog Act. 

 

ANIMALS TRAPPED: 

Cages were set in various locations including McCleary Street. The cages were monitored 

throughout the evening and left overnight. Two feral cats were caught. 

Cages were reset near the Pensioners Flats at the top end of Hill Street. As a result, three feral cats 

were caught. 

 

ANIMALS DESTROYED: 

Five feral cats were destroyed. 
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FURTHER PATROLS: 

Patrols were conducted of Peace Gorge, Cemetery, Go-cart track, Racecourse, Rubbish Tip and 

Airport. No dogs were sighted wandering and there was nothing to report. 

A residential house with three dogs was visited. It has come to our attention that these three dogs 

keep getting out and wandering at large. The owners were spoken to and advised that the dogs were 

leaving in the afternoon and returning to the Yalgajinna Aboriginal Community. They were taking 

the dogs. 

 

Another visit was carried out to the rubbish tip. No cats were sighted. 

 

I reattended at a local resident’s address as this person’s dogs were seen wandering at large. They 

were found to be unregistered. Both dogs were microchipped at the address. The owner attended at 

the shire office and paid the registrations. 

 

Dogs that were seen were within the boundaries of their properties. 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr DK Hodder 

Seconded:  Cr MJ Smith 

 

That the Ranger’s Report for September 2020 be received. 

 

CARRIED 5/0
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9.1.5. STATUS REPORTS 

 

Council Decisions – Status Report 

Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non-repetitive action. 

 

Meeting 

Date 

Item 

No 

Title and Resolution Summary Resp Action Status 

15.07.06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails 

Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until 

approvals are presented to Council 

Advise Agencies that provided grants about 

halt and ask if funds can be transferred to 

other sections of project. 

Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites 

connected to Meeka Heritage Trails Project 

Determine status of all reserves, vesting 

orders and roads within the shire. 

CEO/ 

CONS 

 

 

 

Complete 

 

Complete 

 

In Progress 

21.11.09 9.3.4 Cornish Lift PO Quote approved 23.11.09. Letter of advice and 

order sent 23.11.09 

Contractor to build 

Complete 

 

In Progress 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CDSM New report to Council required upon response 

from DoE 

Waiting on Reserve boundaries to be changed 

by DoE 

03.10.19 Survey, legal and planning application 

currently being undertaken by DoE. 

Proposed new boundaries presented to OCM 

meeting 19 October 2019 for endorsement 

19.10.19 Boundaries being adjusted 

Complete 

 

 

Complete 

 

 

 

 

In Progress 

20.12.13 9.3.4 Meetings with Ministers – Local Issues CEO No further action required 

Create Position Statement on public housing in 

Meeka 

Complete 

In Progress 
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12.04.14 9.6.1 Gabanintha – Nannine Rd Realignment CEO Letter to Jim Lacy 16.04.14  

Email to DoL 17.04.14 

Mapping to be done 

In Progress 

21.02.15 9.3.7 Building Assets – Review CEO Council Resolution sent to Darren Long for 

implementation in the Buildings Asset 

Management Plan and Long Term Financial 

Plan. Check and present to Council. 

In Progress 

20.02.16 9.5.3 Local Planning Strategy and Local Planning 

Scheme No 4 

CDSM Documents Sent 

Waiting for final approval from Dept 

Emailed Paul Bashall 30.06.20 

Review presented to Council 

Council working group to be convened 

Complete 

Progressing 

16.07.16 9.4.5 Old Power Station CDSM Horizon Power advised 16.07.16.  

Contamination clearance in process. 

03.10.19 Contaminated soil now excavated and 

in the process of reinstatement.  Contractors 

onsite in mid-November to complete the 

remediation. 

10.02.20 Remediation continues 

In Progress 

18.02.17 9.6.1 Water Bore Access Agreements & Licencing DCEO/CEO Consultant engaged to assist with generating 

letters/agreements 

Maps of bore location to be prepared and 

included on agreements  

Complete 

 

 

In Progress 

20.01.18 9.3.3 Draft Establishment Agreement/Withdrawal 

Murchison Regional Vermin Council 

CEO Emailed MRVC 25.01.18 & letter sent 30.01.18  

Emailed Lawyer 30.01.18 

Letter to Minister & MRVC 05.06.18 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

In Progress 

14.12.18 10.2 Heritage Agreement Jidi Jidi  CEO Jidi Jidi Lawyer emailed 20.12.18  Further 

response to draft deed emailed 04.06.19 

In Progress  

21.09.19 9.4.2 Lighting at Skate Park CDSM Researching funding In Progress 

19.10.19 10.1 Ashburton Downs Road- Heavy Haulage CEO Emailed ABRA 30.10.19 In Progress 

27.06.20 9.2.5 Requests for Rate Relief /Financial Hardship 

Policy 

CEO Letters to AHA & AMEC 01.07.20 In Progress 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution 

 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded:  Cr MR Hall 

 

That the Status report be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 

27.06.20 9.3.1 Review of Register of Delegations CDSM 
 

In Progress 

27.06.20 9.5.3 Mission Australia Short Term 

Accommodation Proposal 

CDO/CDSM Mission and Housing contacted  In Progress 

22.09.20 9.2.4 20/21 September Budget Review DCEO Processed Complete 

22.09.20 9.3.1 Resignation and Vacant Office CEO Electoral Commission Emailed 23/9/20 Complete 

22.09.20 9.4.1 Artist Agreement CDSM Agreement in Place Complete 

22.09.20 9.4.2 Request for Donation – St John Ambulance 

Meekatharra Sub Centre 

DCEO Processed Complete 

22.09.20 9.5.1 Placement of Solar Panels to Roof of Shed – 

Lot 804 (#11) Marmont St, Meekatharra 

CDSM Item on the table In Progress 

22.09.20 9.5.2 Placement of Solar Panels to Roof of Shed – 

Lot 62 (#80) Hill St, Meekatharra 

CDSM Item on the table  In Progress 

22.09.20 9.7.1 Request for Rates Exemption DCEO Processed & Rate Payers Advised Complete 

22.09.20 9.7.2 Tenders – Commercial Tenancies Lloyds 

Plaza 

CDSM To be advertised In Progress 

22.09.20 9.7.3 Tender Plant hire for Road Upgrades CEO Greenfield/WSM Emailed 23.09.20 Complete 

22.09.20 9.7.4 Shire Housing – Contractor Request for 

Tenancy 

DCEO Housing no longer required – No Further Action Complete 

22.09.20 10.1 Development Application Containers for 

Cash 

CDSM Emailed Complete 

22.09.20 10.2 Murchison Georegion Project – Phase 2 CDSM To be advertised In Progress 

22.09.20 10.3 CEO Annual Leave DCEO Noted – No Further Action Complete 

22.09.20 10.4 Quote Request Bitumen Spray & Cover CEO Greenfield/WSM Emailed 23.09.20 Complete 
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9.2. FINANCE 

 

 

9.2.1.  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Monthly Financial Report 

 

Background:  

Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 

(1A) In this regulation — committed assets means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 

budget for a specific purpose.  

(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on 

the revenue and expenditure, as set out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for 

that month in the following detail — 

(a)annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional 

purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or (c); and 

 (b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; and 

 (c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which 

the statement relates; and 

 (d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) 

and (c); and 

 (e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing — 

 (a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which 

the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; and 

 (b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-

regulation (1)(d); and 

 (c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 

government. 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown — 

 (a) according to nature and type classification; or 

 (b) by program; or 

 (c) by business unit. 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-

regulation (2), are to be — 

 (a) presented at an ordinary meeting of the council within 2 months after the end of the 

month to which the statement relates; and 

 (b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 

accordance with the AAS, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting 

material variances. 

   

  

 

 

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Agenda/Minute Number: 9.2.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Date of Report: 30 September 2020 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Author: Krys East 

 Deputy Chief Executive Officer   
Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont    

 Chief Executive Officer   Signature Senior Officer  
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[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50; amended in Gazette 

20 Jun 2008 p. 2724.] 

[35. Deleted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 

Comment: 

A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following the 

end of the reporting period. 

 

Consultation: 

Megan Shirt – Local Government Consultant 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 

Financial Management Regulations 34 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:   Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded:  Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the financial report for the period ending 30 September 2020 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO COUNCIL 

Write Offs 

There were two actions taken under delegated powers in accordance with Delegation 05 – Power to Waive or Write off Debts in September 2020 that 

require reporting to Council. 

 

Debtor/Rates Debtor/Assess Name Amount 

Invoice/ 

Property Charge Type Reason for Write Off 

Rates A6177 
Giralia Resources 

Pty Ltd 
$0.83 E52/2057 Rates 

Paid all but some interest. 

Tenement is dead. Owner has no 

other live tenements. 

Rates A7592 

Kalamazoo 

Resources 

Limited 

$1.07 E52/3042 Rates 

Paid all but some interest. 

Tenement is dead. Owner has no 

other live tenements. 

  Total: $1.90    
 

Purchase Orders 

There were no purchase orders to be presented to Council as per resolution 9.7.1 from the Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 February 2017. 
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9.2.2. OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 

Background: 

At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed.  

The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  

 >30 day – Outstanding debtors with an account older than 30 days are sent a statement 

 >60 day – Outstanding debtors with an account older than 60 days or more are sent a reminder 

letter and are followed up with a phone call and/or email if possible 

 >90 day –  Outstanding debtors with an account older than 90 days will be sent to a debt 

collection agent. 
 

Comment: 

Council policy 4.11 stipulates sundry debt collection. Some matters with particular 

circumstances may be referred to Council for consideration. 
 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 
 

Policy Implications: 

4.11 Sundry Debt Collection 
 

Financial Implications: 

Loss of revenue 
 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 
 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 
 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded:  Cr MR Hall 

 

That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for September 

2020. 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

Agenda/Minute Number: 9.2.2 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 1 October 2020 

Author: Krys East  

 Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
 Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

 Chief Executive Officer  Signature Senior Officer 
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9.2.3. LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary:  

Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 

 

Background:  

List of accounts 

 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make 

payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO 

is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the last such list was 

prepared - 

 (a) the payee’s name; 

 (b) the amount of the payment; 

 (c) the date of the payment; and 

 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 

 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

 (i) the payee’s name 

 (ii) the amount of the payment; and  

 (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 

 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 

prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 

Comment: 

Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 

 

Municipal $ 1,266,479.60 

Air BP $ 4,971.98 

Trust $ 0.00 

Total $1,271,451.58 

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Agenda/Minute Number: 9.2.3 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref: ADM 171 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 17 October 2020 

Author: Krys East  

 Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
 Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

  Chief Executive Officer  Signature of Author 
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Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Financial Implications: 

Accounts to be paid 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:   Cr MR Hall 

Seconded:  Cr PS Clancy 

 

That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3. ADMINISTRATION 

 

 9.3.1 REQUEST TO PURCHASE VACANT LAND FROM THE SHIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

A request has been received to purchase the Shire owned land at 89 (Lot 117) Darlot Street, 

Meekatharra from Government Regional Officer Housing (GROH). 

 

Attachments: 

Map showing location of 89 (Lot 117) Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 

Emails between Shire staff and Uttam Kumar Deb Nath A/ Project Coordinator – GROH 

 

Background: 

A request has been received from the Government Regional Officer Housing section of the 

“Department of Communities - Housing” seeking vacant land for potential housing construction.  

 

Mr Kumar Deb Nath was advised that the Shire owns three vacant blocks of land.  These are 

located at 39 Queen Road, 89 Darlot Street and 46 Hill Street.  

 

Mr Kumar Deb Nath has now advised that GROH would like to purchase the land at 89 (Lot 117) 

Darlot Street but has not provided any further information despite staff requesting a detailed 

proposal. 

 

Comment: 

Lot 117 Darlot Street is in a terrific location.  It is not far from the Shire office or the main hub of 

town and could be ideal location for building new staff housing in the future.   

 

Whilst the current CEO has not indicated any intention to leave the shire, it is a given that at some 

stage Council will be engaging a new CEO.  The current CEO’s house is satisfactory but having a 

new high-quality house in a prime location may ensure that applicants are not deterred by aging 

housing that is relatively high maintenance. 

 

If Council do deem the sale of the land to GROH to be in the Shire’s best interest, the Shire will 

need to act in accordance with the Local Government Act.   

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont 

 

 

Title/Subject:  REQUEST TO PURCHASE VACANT LAND FROM 

THE SHIRE 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.1 

Applicant:   Nil    

File Ref:   A5412  

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  29 September 2020 

Author:   Krys East   

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
     

               Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 

    Chief Executive Officer 
  

            Signature Senior Officer 
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Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 3.58 Disposing of Property 

Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 Reg 30 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements 

Simple Majority  

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:   Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded:  Cr MR Hall 

 

That Council advise Government Regional Officer Housing that Lot 117 is not for sale but 

will be retained by the Shire for future housing requirements. 

CARRIED 4/1 

 

Cr DK Hodder requested that his vote against the motion be recorded. 
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 9.3.2 CHANGES TO POLICIES & MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council to consider a review of policies: 

• 04.02 Purchasing  

• 03.02 Housing Allowances; 

• 03.04 Service Pay; 

• 02.10 Risk Management Policy; 

• 04.12 Corporate Credit Card 

• 01.09 Councillors Training Course, Conference Attendance Registration and 

Expenses 

• 03.03 Subsidies, Allowances, Over Award Payments and Additional Annual 

Leave 

Adoption of new Policy:  

• 02.17 Attendance at Events; 

• 03.29 Working from Home Policy 

Adoption of new Management Procedure: 

•  MP2.3 Working from Home Procedure; 

 to ensure compliance with legislation and for organisational requirements. 

 

Attachments: 

Amended policy - 04.02 Purchasing 

Amended policy – 03.02 Housing Allowances 

Amended policy – 03.04 Service Pay 

Amended policy - 02.10 Risk Management Policy  

Amended policy - 04.12 Corporate Credit Card 

Amended policy – 01.09 Councillors Training Course, Conference Attendance Registration and 

Expenses 

Amended policy - 03.03 Subsidies, Allowances, Over Award Payments and Additional Annual 

Leave 

New Policy – 02.17 Attendance at Events 

New Policy – 03.29 Working from Home Policy 

New Management Procedure – MP2.3 Working from Home Procedure includes Agreement 

 

Background: 

A policy is a guiding principle used to set direction for the Shire of Meekatharra.  Policies guide 

decision making and require adoption by Council. 

Title/Subject: CHANGES TO POLICIES & MANAGEMENT 

PROCEDURES 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.2 

Applicant:   Nil    

File Ref:   ADM 239  

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  22 September 2020 

Author:   Krys East       

Deputy Chief Executive Officer     
Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 

    Chief Executive Officer 
    

  Signature Senior Officer 
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Policies are required to be reviewed from time to time to ensure that they remain relevant and 

effective.   

 

The Management Procedure is to ensure Management handle matters consistently. The 

procedures are designed to help reduce variation within a given process.  

 

The policies and changes recommended to Council are to ensure Council directives are clear and 

accurately meet organisational requirements and reflect circumstances and ensure compliance 

with various legislation.   

 

Comment: 

 

Amended Policies 

Policy 04.02 Purchasing 

 

Regulation 11A (1) of the Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 was 

amended on 8 May 2020.  Prior to this there was a requirement for a policy to be prepared 

and adopted in relation to contracts for other persons to supply goods or services.  Where the 

consideration under the contract is, or is expected to be, $150,000 or less or worth $150,000 

or less.  The amendment increased these values to $250,000. 

 

Therefore, all occurrences of $150,000 in the policy are replaced with $250,000.  These have 

been changed at Clause 3.1, 4, 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, and 5.4 within the Policy. 

 

Regulation 11(2)(h)(i)(II) was also replaced so that purchasing from Aboriginal businesses 

below $250,000 do not require the need to go to tender as long as the goods or services are 

to be supplied by a person registered on the Aboriginal Business Directory WAS published 

by Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia Limited on 

www.abdwa.com.au or a person registered with the Australian Indigenous Minority Supplier 

Office (trading as Supply Nation).  This is only applicable if the local government is satisfied 

that the contract being entered into represents value for money.  Point 5.4 of the Policy has 

been amended to reflect these changes. 

 

The related Delegation 01.02 was amended and adopted in June 2020 to allow the CEO to 

generally approve purchases up to $250,000 with certain restrictions. 

 

Policy 03.02 Housing Allowance & 03.04 Service Pay 

 

Within the Housing Allowances Policy there are a couple of amendments recommended.   

 

The first is under the subheading of Telephone, fax and internet usage charges. The current 

policy states that “The phone service charge is met by the Shire at all sites due to alarm 

monitoring requirements”.  In early 2020 the alarm system moved from the telephone lines 

to a wireless 4G system totally independent of telephone lines.  It is now no longer necessary 

for the Shire to supply phone lines to residential properties for shire purposes.  The savings 

on phone line charges was a consideration when investigating the viability of changing to 

the 4G system.  Most tenants do not require a phone now as there an increase usage of mobile 

phones and it is generally only needed for internet connections.  It is suggested that the line 

in the Policy be deleted and the first dot point under this heading be amended to read 

“Tenants are responsible for payment of all telephone, fax and internet fees including 

connections, usage and disconnection”. 

http://www.abdwa.com.au/
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The changes to this Telephone, fax and internet usage charges do not impact existing 

employees.  Historically the Shire has paid for these costs and it would be inappropriate to 

expect current employees who have received and expect to receive this payment to have this 

benefit removed.  Potential new employees will still have the option of negotiating for these 

to be paid for by the shire. 

 

The second suggested amendment is that an Accommodation Allowance is paid to those 

employees who provide their own accommodation whilst an employee with the Shire of 

Meekatharra. The amount is set as part of the budget process every year.  For the 2020/21 

financial year the amount was set at $100 per week.   The policy applies to permanent full 

time Shire employees or part time employees employed for more than 25 hours per week.   

 

Service Pay is paid to all outside full time Shire employees.  An outside employee is defined 

as those wages personnel employed on construction and maintenance (includes town 

maintenance).  The amount increases annually until a maximum of 60 months is reached.  

The amount is also set during the budget process and in 2020/21 is $14 per fortnight after 

12 months and increased until $70 is paid for more than 60 months of service. 

 

Recently the Shire have had a couple of situations which have arisen in regards to payment 

of these allowances to employees who were on various unpaid leave for extended periods 

due to illness and paternal leave.  These employees had exhausted their leave entitlements 

but still were receiving the relevant allowances (that was the only payment they were 

receiving from the Shire).   

 

It is suggested that Council approve amending both of the policies related to these 

allowances so employees are paid pro-rata based on actual hours paid.  If any unpaid leave 

is taken the allowances are pro-rata calculated on the actual hours worked and/or paid leave.  

As the policies currently stand employees can be on extended periods of unpaid leave and 

receive $5,200 in Accommodation Allowance and up to $1,820 for Service Pay in a year 

with no guarantee that the employee will remain in the Shire’s employment. 

 

Amending these allowances will ensure that staff have clear direction on when these 

allowances are applicable.  The accounting system that the Shire uses automatically 

calculates these allowances pro-rata, so instead of adding to the payroll process it will 

simplify it. 

 

Policy 02.10 Risk Management Policy 

A finding identified during the Interim Audit for the year ended 30 June 2020 noted that the 

Shire’s Risk Management Policy was reviewed on March 2019 and referenced the former 

Australia Standard AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009.   

The two references, within the policy, to the old standard are in regards to the definition of 

risk and that Council is committed to the principles, framework and process of managing 

risk as outlined in the old standard. 

 

The main changes compared to the previous standard are: 

• review of the principles of risk management, which are the key criteria for its success; 

• highlighting of the leadership by top management and the integration of risk 

management, starting with the governance of the organization; 

• greater emphasis on the iterative nature of risk management, noting that new experiences, 

knowledge and analysis can lead to a revision of process elements, actions and controls 

at each stage of the process; 
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•  streamlining of the content with greater focus on sustaining an open systems model to fit 

multiple needs and contexts. 

The definition of risk remains the same and Council are still committed to the principles, 

framework and process of managing risk as applicable within the new standard.  It is 

therefore appropriate to simply amend the two references within the policy from AS/NZS 

ISO 31000:2009 to AS/NZS 31000:2018. 

 

Policy 04.12 Corporate Credit Card 

 

The Shire adopted a Corporate Credit Card Policy in January 2017 which included an 

attached agreement to be signed by the person responsible for use of a Credit Card. 

 

In April 2019 the entire Policy Manual was reformatted, reviewed and adopted.  Somewhere 

in the process the ‘attached’ agreement referred to in the Corporate Credit Card Policy under 

Cardholder’s Responsibilities was omitted.  This needs to be included with the Policy.   

 

Policy 01.09 Councillors Training Course, Conference Attendance Registration and Expenses 

 
Section 5.128 of the Local Government Act 1995 provides that a local government must 

prepare and adopt a policy in relation to the continuing professional development of council 

members. This requires an absolute majority. 

 

Policy 01.09 does generally cover this requirement but the inclusion in regards to the Elected 

Member training, including the mandated training that a Councillor must undertake, will 

provide further clarification.  It is recommended that the following wording be included in 

the current policy: 

 

“TRAINING: 

Mandatory training  

The Local Government Act 1995 stipulates that each council member must complete 

training in accordance with regulations.  Reg 35 of the Local Government (Administration) 

Regulations 1996 stipulates Elected Members must complete Council Member Essentials 

that comprises the following modules unless a prescribed exemption applies: 

• Understanding Local Government 

• Conflicts of Interest 

• Serving on Council 

• Meeting Procedures and Debating  

• Understanding Financial Reports and Budgets 

Training must be completed within 12 months from the day on which the council member 

is elected.   

 

Council’s preferred provider is WALGA (WA Local Government Association).  All 

associated costs associated with this training will be paid for by the Shire.  The training, 

once completed is valid for a period of 5 years. 

 

Council’s preference is for Members to undertake this training via eLearning which is the 

most cost effective method but acknowledge that a Member may choose to receive face-to-

face training which is being delivered in the region or in the metropolitan area. 

 

Other training 
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Consideration of attendance at training or professional development courses, other than 

the online Council Member Essentials are to be assessed as follows: 

• Events for the Shire President must be approved by either the Council or the 

Deputy Shire President, in conjunction with the CEO; and 

• Events for Councillors must be approved by either the Council or the Shire 

President, in conjunction with the CEO. 

 

Publish on website 

The Shire will publish on the Shire’s website training undertaken by all Elected Members 

within one month after the end of the financial year pursuant to the Local Government Act 

1995.” 

 
It is recommended removing the following wording as not relevant to Councillors and 

therefore not relevant to this Policy: 

“Training, conferences and reimbursements for staff is an administrative matter covered 

by various awards. In general Staff reimbursements are limited to that considered fair and 

reasonable by the Chief Executive Officer”. 

 

Policy 03.03 Subsidies, Allowances, Over Award Payments and Additional Annual Leave 

 

The Local Government Industry Award 2010 was replaced with Local Government Industry 

Award 2020 in May this year.  Reference to the 2010 Award is to be amended to 2020 and 

relevant clause references within the Policy amended as appropriate. 

 

An additional paragraph clarifying treatment of the two local government public holidays is 

required to ensure they are treated the same as other public holidays and identified when they 

are due.  An employee recently had an extended period of Unpaid Leave and it was only 

realised after clarification was sought on entitlement to a Local Government Public Holiday 

which is ‘known’ by staff to be on Easter Tuesday, that the policy did not stipulate when the 

holiday is deemed to be due.   

 

Reference to the September 2010 Council decision is also included to direct policy users to 

where Council originally considered granting the additional weeks Annual Leave, two days 

of Local Government Holiday and 21% above award for administration employees and Youth 

Workers. 

 

New Policies and Management Procedures 

Policy - 02.17 Attendance at Events  

 

Local Government Act 1995 Section 5.90A require a local government to prepare and adopt 

a policy that deals with matters relating to the attendance of council members and the CEO 

at events.  This policy has been prepared based on the Local Government template as 

provided by the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. 

 

The purpose of an Attendance at Event policy is:  

• For council to actively consider the purpose of and benefits to the community from 

council members attending events. 

• To provide a framework for the acceptance of invitations to such events. 

• To clarify who pays for tickets to events. 

• To provide transparency to the community on the acceptance of tickets to events. 
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Policy – 3.29 Working from Home and Management Procedure MP2.3 Working from Home 

Procedure 

 

Section 6 of the Local Government Industry Award 2020 applies where an employee has made 

a request for a change in working arrangements under section 65 of the Fair Work Act 2009.  

The changes in working arrangements include changes in location of work. 

 

The Auditors during the Interim Audit identified the need for a Working from Home Policy. 

The attached Policy addresses the criteria for working from home, employee responsibilities, 

shire responsibilities and a brief outline of the process. Further clarification is provided with 

the Working from Home Management Procedure which includes a Working from Home 

Agreement.  

 

With the current Covid-19 pandemic it is crucial that such a policy is in place as there has 

been and may still be staff that need to work from home, as they are considered high risk.  

 

Consultation: 

Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 

Including Division 6A  

 

“Division 6A 

5.90A. Policy for attendance at events 

 (1) In this section —  

 event includes the following —  

 (a) a concert; 

 (b) a conference; 

 (c) a function; 

 (d) a sporting event; 

 (e) an occasion of a kind prescribed for the purposes of this definition. 

 (2) A local government must prepare and adopt* a policy that deals with matters 

relating to the attendance of council members and the CEO at events, 

including —  

 (a) the provision of tickets to events; and 

 (b) payments in respect of attendance; and 

 (c) approval of attendance by the local government and criteria for approval; and 

 (d) any prescribed matter. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (3) A local government may amend* the policy. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (4) When preparing the policy or an amendment to the policy, the local government 

must comply with any prescribed requirements relating to the form or content of 

a policy under this section. 
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 (5) The CEO must publish an up-to-date version of the policy on the local 

government’s official website. 

 [Section 5.90A inserted: No. 16 of 2019 s. 44.]”; and 

 

Section 5.128 

“5.128. Policy for continuing professional development 

 (1) A local government must prepare and adopt* a policy in relation to the 

continuing professional development of council members. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (2) A local government may amend* the policy. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (3) When preparing the policy or an amendment to the policy, the local government 

must comply with any prescribed requirements relating to the form or content of 

a policy under this section. 

 (4) The CEO must publish an up-to-date version of the policy on the local 

government’s official website. 

 (5) A local government —  

 (a) must review the policy after each ordinary election; and 

 (b) may review the policy at any other time. 

 [Section 5.128 inserted: No. 16 of 2019 s. 61.]” 

 

Policy Implications: 

The new and amended policies will be enabled if adopted.   

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

A current and relevant Policy Manual should assist in improved efficiencies, prompt decision 

making and cohesive corporate knowledge. 

 

Voting Requirements 

Absolute Majority – Proposed Policy 02.17 Attendance and Events and the amendments within 

Policy 01.09 Councillors Training Course, Conference Attendance Registration and Expenses 

addressing the Policy requirements for continuing professional development are required under 

the Act to be adopted by Absolute Majority. 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 
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That Council: 

1. Adopts the following policies as presented: 

• 04.02 Purchasing (amended) 

• 02.10 Risk Management Policy (amended) 

• 03.02 Housing Allowances (amended) 

• 03.04 Service Pay (amended) 

• 04.12 Corporate Credit Card (amended) 

• 01.09 Councillors Training Course, Conference Attendance Registration and 

Expenses (amended) 

• 03.03 Subsidies, Allowances, Over Award Payments and Additional Annual 

Leave (amended) 

• 02.17 Attendance at Events (new) 

• 03.29 Working from Home Policy (new) 

2. Endorses the following Management Procedure: 

• MP2.3 Working from Home Procedure – includes Working from Home 

Agreement (new) 

 

CARRIED 5/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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 9.3.3 UNBUDGETED EXPENDITURE – CCTV FOR LOT 255 DARLOT STREET & LOT 304   

DARLOT STREET, MEEKATHARRA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Budget amendment for purchase and installation of CCTV at two Shire residences is requested. 

 

Attachments:  

Nil 

 

Background: 

In 2017/2018 Council authorised installation of CCTV in most residential properties.  At the time 

Lot 255 and Lot 304 Darlot Street were earmarked for disposal so installation of CCTV was not 

recommended at these addresses to Council. Since then both of these properties have become 

tenanted by employees.   

 

Comment: 

Lack of CCTV was not a problem for the tenants but recently the tenant at Lot 255 Darlot Street 

has been experiencing some issues.  He is concerned that incidents may occur in regards to 

unauthorized access or vandalism to the property and has requested the installation of CCTV at 

the house.   

 

If Council authorize the budget for installation of CCTV at this property they may consider 

installing CCTV at the other property at the same time.  A quote received would mean one house 

will cost approx. $3,300 (GST inc) and if the second house is done at the same time for materials 

and labour it will be just over $6,000 for the two properties. 

 

There is no current budget for this expenditure and given the concerns of the tenant this is 

considered an expenditure that cannot wait until the 2021/22 budget.   

 

Consultation: 

Mark Sturgeon – Tenant Lot 255 Darlot Street, Meekatharra 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Sections 6.8 of the Local Government Act 1995 

“6.8.      Expenditure from municipal fund not included in annual budget 

 (1) A local government is not to incur expenditure from its municipal fund for an 

additional purpose except where the expenditure —  

Title/Subject: UNBUDGETED EXPENDITURE – CCTV FOR LOTS 

255 DARLOT STREET AND LOT 304 DARLOT 

STREET MEEKATHARRA 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.3 

Applicant:   Nil 

File Ref:   ADM 0254 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  12 October 2020 

Author:  Krys East 

  Corporate Services Manager/ 

  Deputy Chief Executive Officer                            

  
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                                                                        
    Signature Senior Officer 
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 (a) is incurred in a financial year before the adoption of the annual budget by the 

local government; or 

 (b) is authorised in advance by resolution*; or 

 (c) is authorised in advance by the mayor or president in an emergency. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (1a) In subsection (1) —  

 additional purpose means a purpose for which no expenditure estimate is 

included in the local government’s annual budget. 

 (2)           Where expenditure has been incurred by a local government —  

 (a) pursuant to subsection (1)(a), it is to be included in the annual budget for that 

financial year; and 

 (b) pursuant to subsection (1)(c), it is to be reported to the next ordinary meeting of 

the council. 

 [Section 6.8 amended: No. 1 of 1998 s. 19.]” 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

After the September 2020 Budget review the anticipated budget surplus in 2020/21 was 

$156,755.  This is contingent on there being no change to the revised budget surplus of 

$6,907,873 after the 2019/20 Annual Financials have been audited. 

 

If Council approve the budget amendment Job numbers 0931 and 0928 will both be increased by 

$3,200. That is an overall increase in budget expenditure of $6,400 to GL 2704 Housing Capital 

Improvements. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority – Budget amendment 

 

Officers Recommended Options: 

 

Option A 

That Council adopts the budget amendment of $6,400 for the purpose of installing CCTV 

in the residential properties located at Lots 255 and 304 Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 

 

OR 

 

 

Option B 

That Council adopt the budget amendment of $3,500 for the purpose of installing CCTV 

in the residential property located at Lot 255 Darlot Street, Meekatharra. 

 

OR 
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Option C 

That Council do not make a budget amendment for CCTV installation at either Lot 255 or 

304 Darlot Street at this time. 

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council adopts Option A as recommended. 

 

CARRIED 5/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.4. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 

 

9.4.1 LEASE – RED SANDBOX – YULELLA ABORIGIANL CORPORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

This item is for Council to consider an application by Yulella Aboriginal Corporation to lease the 

Red Sandbox facility. 

 

Attachments: 

Lease request 

Proposed Lease 

 

Background: 

The Red Sandbox facility is located at 76 Darlot Street on Reserve 46944 which has a purpose of 

Child Health, Children.  

 

The Shire of Meekatharra holds a lease of the reserve for 21 years commencing 1 January 2003. 

 

Council agreed to sub-lease this facility to Yulella in 2017 for one year with an optional two-year 

extension, with the lease expiring this month on 31 October 2020. Prior to Yulella it was leased 

out to the Uniting Church and Frontier Services and then Michael Parker of the Growth Church, 

both for the purposes of running a child care centre. 

 

Comment: 

Yulella are interested in renewing the lease for another two years with optional extensions, 

continuing to use it for not only Women’s Activity but also to deliver the Community Patrol 

Contract as well as working with the school to create a suitable place for alternate education 

program activity. 

 

As the Shire’s own lease of the reserve is due to expire on 31 December 2023 Council may wish 

to offer a two-year lease to Yulella (expiring 31 October 2022) with a one-year optional extension 

taking it to 31 October 2023. 

 

Section 5.5(a)(i) of the Shire’s own lease requires Ministerial Approval for subletting of or sharing 

the premises. Whether Ministerial Approval will be granted if the use of the land has changed 

slightly (e.g. community patrol etc. instead of child care) will need to be seen. 

 

Normally any land disposals such as leases need to be advertised unless certain criteria are met. 

The Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 R30 (2) (b) exempts the land 

 

Title/Subject: LEASE - RED SANDBOX – YULELLA ABORIGINAL 

CORPORATION 

Agenda/Minute Number: 9.4.1 

Applicant:  Yulella Aboriginal Corporation 

File Ref: ADM081 

Disclosure of Interest:   Nil 

Date of Report: 8 October 2020 

Author:  Svenja Clare 

  Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 

Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont 

  Chief Executive Officer 
           

       Signature Senior Officer  
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from the need to advertise or limit the lease “if the land is disposed of to a body, whether 

incorporated or not — 

 (i) the objects of which are of a charitable, benevolent, religious, cultural, educational, 

recreational, sporting or other like nature; and 

 (ii) the members of which are not entitled or permitted to receive any pecuniary profit 

from the body’s transactions;” 

 

Legal advice sought in 2017 confirmed that Yulella’s intended use of the land met these criteria 

therefore no advertising of the land disposal was required. As the intended use of land is still 

similar, this current lease would meet the same exemption criteria and wouldn’t need to be 

advertised. 

 

History has shown it is better to have the building in use than leaving it vacant. Under the Shire’s 

own lease with the Department of Land Annexure A clause 1 the Lessee (Shire) “must for the 

duration of the term continue to occupy and use the Land for the Permitted Use.” It is therefore 

advisable to allow Yulella to sub-lease this property. 

 

Consultation: 

Alison Sentance – Partner, CEO, Yulella Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 S3.58 

Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 R30 (2) (b)  

Land Administration Act 1997 (WA) 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

The 2020/2021 budget allows for $1,000 lease income for the Red Sandbox. A rental valuation 

from May 2019 valued the market net income at $9,350 per annum. 

A $500.00 bond was paid under the current lease. This can be retained for a renewed lease or 

would need to be refunded if the lease was to cease. 

Yulella as the lessee are responsible for paying the ESL, rubbish service charges, security alarm 

monitoring and utilities. 

Rates are not currently raised on the property. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Strategic Plan 2017-27.  Key Result Area - Social – Building a sense of community 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommended Options: 

 

Option A  

That Council; 

• Approve the lease of the Red Sandbox Facility, subject to the approval of the 

Minister for Lands, to the Yulella Aboriginal Corporation for the purposes as 

indicated in the application and in accordance with the draft lease as attached. An 

annual lease fee of $1,000.00 plus GST shall be payable, to be reviewed as part of 

Council’s annual budget process. The term of the lease shall be 2 years with an 
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option, if agreed by both parties, of a further 1 year. The bond of five hundred 

($500) paid under the previous lease shall continue to be retained. 

• Grant permission for the Chief Executive Officer is to sign the lease on behalf of 

Council.  

• Authorise the affixing of the Shire Seal. 

 

OR 

 

Option B 

That Council declines the request to lease the Red Sandbox facility and requests staff to 

advertise the availability of the facility for use as a child care facility.  

 

Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded: Cr MJ Smith 

 

That Council adopts Option A as recommended. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.5. HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING 

 

Cr MJ Smith declared a Financial Interest in items 9.5.1 and 9.5.2 

 

Cr PS Clancy declared a Financial Interest item 9.5.2 and disclosed the full nature and 

extent of his interest, requesting members present to allow him to participate in 

discussions and the decision making process relating to item 9.5.2 (Lot 62 Hill Street). 

 

Cr PS Clancy & Cr MJ Smith left the meeting at 10.07am. 

 

Members present discussed the nature and extent of Cr PS Clancy’s interest in item 9.5.2. 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Cr PS Clancy is permitted to be present only to vote (not speak) on agenda item 

9.5.2 as his interest is considered to be so trivial as to be unlikely to influence his conduct 

in relation to the matter. 

 

CARRIED 3/0 

 

Cr PS Clancy returned to the meeting at 10.09am. 

 

 

 

9.5.1. PLACEMENT OF SOLAR PANELS TO ROOF OF SHED – LOT 804 (#11) 

MARMONT STREET, MEEKATHARRA REZONING SUPPORT LOT 875 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council is to consider an application for planning approval from Jo Wright representing Midwest 

Solar Power for MJSSF Pty Ltd, owners of the property.  

 

Attachments: 

Plan showing the roof to which solar panels are to be attached. 

 

 

Title/Subject: PLACEMENT OF SOLAR PANELS TO ROOF OF 

SHED – LOT 804 (#11) MARMONT ST, 

MEEKATHARRA 

Agenda/Minute Number: 9.5.1  

Applicant: Midwest Solar Power 

File Ref:  A115 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  11 September 2020 

Author: William Atyeo  

 Principal Environmental 

 Health Officer  
 Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont   

 Chief Executive Officer  
   Signature Senior Officer 
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Background: 

With the costs for business continually on the rise, especially in regard to essential services 

such as power costs, the owner of the property have decided that they would like to attach solar 

panels to the existing roof structure of the shed located on this allotment. 

 

The owners have selected the identified roofs of existing buildings, as shown in the submitted 

documents.  

 

Comment: 

Lot 804 #11 Marmont Street is Zoned Commercial in the Shire of Meekatharra Town Planning 

Scheme No 3. 

 

Its likely applications for installation of solar power will increase. The structural considerations 

of such an installation will be considered at the application for a Building Permit stage. 

 

The addition of the panels are not likely to adversely affect the amenity of the area or interfere 

with neighboring properties or traffic using the adjacent streets.  

 

Consultation: 

Tralee Cable – Community Development Services Manager 

Health Building Town Planning Committee 

MJSSF Pty Ltd – Mark Smith 

 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Shire of Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Committees Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council, pursuant to Clause 6.3.2 of the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3, 

grant planning approval for the installation of solar panels to the buildings situated on 

Lot 804, 11 Marmont Street in Meekatharra in the manner approved in the attached 

application, and such installation be subject to an appropriate building permit being 

issued to this effect. 

 

CARRIED 4/0 

  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2020 

Page 123 

 

 
 

  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2020 

Page 124 

 

 

 

 

9.5.2. PLACEMENT OF SOLAR PANELS TO ROOF OF SHED – LOT 62 

(#80) HILL STREET, MEEKATHARRA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council is to consider an application for planning approval from Jo Wright representing Midwest 

Solar Power for MJSSF Pty Ltd, owners of the property.  

 

Attachments 

Plan showing the roof to which solar panels are to be attached. 

 

Background: 

With the costs for business continually on the rise, especially in regard to essential services 

such as power costs, the owner of the property have decided that they would like to attach solar 

panels to the existing roof structure of the shed located on this allotment. 

 

The owners have selected the identified roofs of existing buildings, as shown in the submitted 

documents.  

 

Comment: 

Lot 62 #80 Hill Street is Zoned Commercial in the Shire of Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme 

No 3. 

 

Its likely applications for installation of solar power will increase. The structural considerations 

of such an installation will be considered at the application for a Building Permit stage. 

 

The addition of the panels are not likely to adversely affect the amenity of the area or interfere 

with neighboring properties or traffic using the adjacent streets.  

 

Consultation: 

Tralee Cable – Community Development Services Manager 

Health Building Town Planning Committee 

MJSSF Pty Ltd – Mark Smith 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Shire of Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 

 

 

Title/Subject: PLACEMENT OF SOLAR PANELS TO ROOF OF SHED – 

LOT 62 (#80) HILL STREET, MEEKATHARRA. 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.5.2  

Applicant: Midwest Solar Power 

File Ref:  A115 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  11 September 2020 

Author:  William Atyeo  

  Principal Environmental Health 

  Officer Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont   

  Chief Executive Officer  
   Signature Senior Officer 
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Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council, pursuant to Clause 6.3.2 of the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3, 

grant planning approval for the installation of solar panels to the buildings situated on 

Lot 62, 80 Hill Street in Meekatharra in the manner approved in the attached application, 

and such installation be subject to an appropriate building permit being issued to this 

effect. 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

 

Cr MJ Smith returned to the meeting at 10.11am. 
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9.6. WORKS AND SERVICE 

 

 

9.6.1. GABANINTHA – NANNINE ROAD – HEAVY HAULAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider a request from MSP Engineering Pty Ltd/Lake Austin Mining who intend 

to transport ore over a section of the Gabanintha-Nannine Road.  

 

Attachments: 

Nil 

 

Background: 

Council has considered similar requests from mining companies in the past.   

 

Comment: 

MSP have indicated that the haulage task will comprise the following details; 

• The use of triple road trains in RAV network 10.3 classification 

• 8 loads per day (16 movements per day total) 

• 20,000 tonnes per month 

• Dayshift haulage to max 12 – 14 hours/day 

• 3 year haulage period planned to commence January 2021 

• 7 days per week 

 

Below are some of the basic standard conditions that Council has established with other mining 

companies in recent years: 

 

 All ore trucks (loaded and empty) are to restrict their speed to a maximum of 60 km/h 

 

 XXXX to provide as a minimum Y semi water trucks with a capacity of 25,000 to 30,000 

litres to water the haul roads on days that their road trains are running, and as required 

otherwise, with a minimum of Z litres of water per day being sprayed on the road.  

Watering should concentrate on maintaining the integrity of the road with a focus, as 

required, on sections that are more susceptible to damage 

 

 XXXX to provide a suitable grader, roller and additional water truck along with 

competent operators to maintain the road to a satisfactory strict standard as required by 

Council and as instructed by Council’s Works and Services Manager.  This equipment 

and operators must be on constant stand by with the ability to mobilise to the site within 

48 hours of notice being provided by the Shire to undertake road maintenance.  

 

Title/Subject: GABANINTHA – NANNINE ROAD – HEAVY 

HAULAGE  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.6.1 

Applicant:   MSP Engineering Pty Ltd/Lake Austin Mining  

File Ref:   RD 032 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  1 October 2020 

Author:   Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                                                                         
    Signature Senior Officer 
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 XXXX is permitted to use Council water facilities except when required for Council use.   

 

 XXXX is to provide pumps and generators to supply sufficient water for the purpose and 

to the satisfaction of the Shire.   Three phase submersible pumps should be used with a 

maximum capacity of up to 15 tonnes per hour.  The Shire recommends Grundfos KRC 

SP14-8A or similar.  

 

 The Shire water facilities are to be used only for road maintenance on ?? Road and not 

under any circumstances for mining operations. 

 

 The Shire will monitor the condition of the road and may, if necessary, require XXXX 

to increase maintenance operations, including but not limited to, the provision of a third 

water truck for watering the road 

 

 Signage to be placed on the road warning of ‘Road Trains Entering’ on either side of the 

entry intersections onto ?? Road. 

 

 Signs stating words to effect of “Warning; Road Trains travelling at 60 kmh over next # 

kms” are to be placed at the start of the haul section at both ends of the haul route on ?? 

Road.    

 

 Stop signs are to be placed at the intersection from existing haul road onto the ?? Road 

 

 Any road maintenance or construction work on the haul road from the mine site to ?? 

Road is to be constructed to the Shires satisfaction in terms of location and design (in 

order to avoid damage to ?? Road) 

 

 XXXX is required to provide the Shire with a security deposit of $AAA,AAA  

 

Gabanintha-Nannine Road is currently unrated in terms of the Main Roads restricted access 

vehicle network.  MSP are aware of the process to upgrade the RAV rating of a road.  

 

The Burnakura site is about 25 kilometres from the Great Northern Highway.  This entire length 

of unsealed road will need to be maintained in order to efficiently sustain the haulage program.  

Therefore the maintenance of the Shires 9 kilometre will be a part of this overall maintenance 

program.      

 

Council usually enters into a formal deed with mining companies who use shire roads, however in 

this case (due to the relatively short section of road involved) it may be sufficient for an exchange 

of letters to formalise the agreement (providing the security bond is provided in full). 

 

Consultation: 

Nil 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 
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Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded:   Cr MR Hall 

 

That Council requires the following conditions for the MSP Engineering Pty Ltd/Lake 

Austin Mining Pty Ltd transport program on the Gabanintha-Nannine Road: 

 

• All trucks (loaded and empty) are to restrict their speed to a maximum of 60 km/h. 

 

• Lake Austin Mining Pty Ltd to provide as a minimum one semi water truck with a 

capacity of 25,000 to 30,000 litres to water the haul road on days that their road 

trains are running, and as required otherwise.  Watering should concentrate on 

maintaining the integrity of the road with a focus, as required, on sections that are 

more susceptible to damage.  The Shire acknowledges that this water truck will be 

used to water the length of road from Great Northern Highway to the Burnakura 

site (~25 kms) and recommends that at least 10 loads per day be applied to this 

section of road.  

 

• Lake Austin Mining Pty Ltd to provide a suitable grader, roller and additional 

water truck along with competent operators to maintain the road to a satisfactory 

standard as required by Council and as instructed by Council’s Works and Services 

Manager.  This equipment and operators must be able to mobilise to the site within 

14 days of notice being provided by the Shire to undertake road maintenance.  

 

• The Shire will monitor the condition of the road and may, if necessary, require 

Lake Austin Mining Pty Ltd to increase maintenance operations, including but not 

limited to, the provision of an additional water truck for watering the road. 

 

• Signs stating words to effect of “Warning; Road Trains travelling at 60 kmh over 

next 9 kms” are to be placed at the start of the haul section at both ends of the haul 

route on Gabanintha-Nannine Road. 

 

• Any road maintenance or construction work on the mine access road at, or near 

the intersection with Gabanintha-Nannine Road is to be constructed to the Shires 

satisfaction in terms of location and design (in order to avoid damage to 

Gabanintha-Nannine Road). 

 

• As security for the performance of Lake Austin Mining’s obligations under this 

resolution, Lake Austin Mining Pty Ltd is to provide the Shire with a security 

deposit of $100,000 (one hundred thousand dollars). 

___________________ 
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Further; that Council authorises the CEO to provide Road Owner Support for an 

Application to add portion (approx. 9kms) of Gabanintha-Nannine Road to the Restricted 

Access Vehicle Network subject to the following conditions being applied: 

 

• Maximum speed 60 km/h. 

• No operation on unsealed road segment when visibly wet, without road owner's 

approval. 

• All operators must carry current written approval from the road asset owner 

permitting use of the road.  

 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.6.2 TRILLBAR ROAD – RESTRICTED ACCESS VEHICLE NETWORK 

AMENDMENT REQUEST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider a request from Main Roads WA/Patience Bulk Haulage Pty Ltd to amend 

the Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) rating on Trillbar Road. 

 

Attachments: 

Emails and information from Main Roads WA/Patience Bulk Haulage Pty Ltd. 

 

Background: 

Patience Bulk Haulage have a history of hauling bulk talc out of the Seabrook Mine. 

 

There have been minimal problems with these programs in the past and Patience have been 

cooperative in terms of preserving the integrity of the road during haulage programs.  

 

Comment: 

Trillbar Road is 26.8 kms in length. 

 

The requested amendment will bring Trillbar Road into the same RAV category rating as Mt 

Clere Road which appears to have been upgraded to RAV Network 10.3 at some stage. 

 

Trillbar Road is currently rated as a Network 10.1 with the following conditions; 
Network Conditions 

• All operators must carry current written approval from the road asset owner permitting 

use of the road.  

• Direct radio contact must be maintained with other restricted access vehicles to establish 

their position on or near the road (suggested UHF channel 40).  

• Headlights to be switched on at all times  

• No operation on unsealed road segment when visibly wet, without road owner's approval.  

• Note: Low Volume (LV) Operation is not permitted while the school bus is operating on 

the road. Operators must contact the relevant schools and obtain school bus timetables; 

or where direct contact can be made with the school bus driver, operation is permitted 

once the school bus driver confirms all school drop-offs/pick-ups have been completed 

on the road.  

• When travelling at night, the RAV must travel at a maximum speed of 40km/h and display 

an amber flashing warning light on the prime mover. 

• Maximum speed 70 km/h 
 

Council last considered the RAV rating of Trillbar Road in June 2017 and resolved as follows: 
 

Title/Subject: TRILLBAR ROAD – RESTRICTED ACCESS 

VEHICLE NETWORK AMENDMENT REQUEST  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.6.2 

Applicant:   Main Roads WA/Patience Bulk Haulage Pty Ltd   

File Ref:   RD 024 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  1 October 2020 

Author:    Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                                                                         
    Signature Senior Officer 
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“That Council supports the application to amend Trillbar Road 7030024 from RAV 

Network Category 9 to RAV Network Category 10, Concessional Network Level 1, and 

requests that the following conditions be applied; 

• No operation on unsealed road segment when visibly wet, without road owner's 

approval. 

• Speed Conditions:  60 km/h speed limit” 
 

Councils first condition has been applied but the second max speed condition has been applied 

as 70 km/h.  Main Roads have also included other conditions on the road - some which make 

very little sense. 

 

Five roads in the Meeka Shire are rated as Tandem Drive Network 10.3, including Mount Clere 

Road to the Trillbar Road turnoff.   

 

The difference between RAV network 10 (A) and RAV network 10.3 (A) is that each triple road 

train can carry up to an additional 18.5 tonnes which equates to about 1 tonne per axle. 
 

The RAV Network system is quite complicated and the process for approving an amendment to 

a network road is also complicated and not entirely clear.  We do not have any internal expertise 

to properly manage these processes. 

 

Trillbar Road is primarily an access road for the Seabrook Talc Mine.  It also provides minor 

station access between Yarlorweelor and Moorarie Stations (and the old Trillbar Station) via the 

Moorarie – Trillbar Road.     

 

Consultation: 

Main Roads Heavy Vehicle Services 

  

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr DK Hodder 

Seconded: Cr MR Hall 

 

That Council supports the application to amend Trillbar Road 7030024 from RAV 

Network Category 10.1 to RAV Network Category 10.3 subject to the following conditions 

being applied; 

• Maximum speed 60 km/h. 
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• No operation on unsealed road segment when visibly wet, without road owner's 

approval. 

• All operators must carry current written approval from the road asset owner 

permitting use of the road.  

 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.7. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded:  Cr MR Hall 

 

That the meeting be closed to members of the public to allow Council to discuss item 9.7.1 

which concerns a matter of a confidential nature.  

CARRIED 5/0 

 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
Legal advice obtained, or which may be obtained, by the local government and which 

relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting. 

Local Government Act 1995 section 5.23 (2) (d) 

 

9.7.1 REQUEST FOR RATES EXEMPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council to consider a further rates exemption for FAS. 

 

Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith  

Seconded: Cr PS Clancy 

 

That Council in accordance with section 6.47 of the Local Government Act 1995 grant a 

20% rate concession (without prejudice), for the 2020/21 financial year on residential 

properties listed below: 

• A7614 - 2 Railway Street  

• A7615 - 4 Railway Street  

• A7180 - 63 Oliver Street  

• A7611 - 65 Oliver Street  

• A7958 - 67, 71 Oliver Street (excluding 1/3 for 69 Oliver – Community Building) 

• A7165 - 75 Oliver Street 

• A7164 - 77 Oliver Street  

 

The 20% rate concession is in addition to the 80% exemption previously granted on these 

assessments at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 22 September 2020.    

Title/Subject: REQUEST FOR RATES EXEMPTION 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.7.1 

Applicant: Fiduciary Administration Services Pty Ltd (FAS)   

File Ref: ADM416 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 30 September 2020 

Author: Krys East  

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
     

Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 

Chief Executive Officer  

 
Signature Senior Officer  
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CARRIED 5/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 

 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That the meeting be opened to the public 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

10. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE-INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF 

THE MEETING 

 

Moved:  Cr MR Hall 

Seconded:  Cr PS Clancy 

 

That the urgent new business be discussed. 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

10.1 APPLICATION FOR REMOTE AIRSTRIP UPGRADE PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider approving an application for funding through the recently announced 

Regional Aviation Access Program – Remote Airstrip Upgrade Program – Round 8. 

 

Attachments: 

Quote for Airstrip repairs 

 

Background: 

Recent Mechanical, Technical and Safety inspections undertaken at the Meekatharra Airport 

have highlighted maintenance requirements to the tarmac.  More recent regular inspections have 

noted further deterioration of the surface.  A budget amendment was approved in the September 

budget review process of $145,000 for unbudgeted portions of these repairs, this in addition to 

$26,606 previously budgeted. 

 

 

Title/Subject: APPLICATION FOR REMOTE AIRSTRIP UPGRADE 

PROGRAM 

Agenda/Minute Number:  10.1 

Applicant: Nil 

File Ref:  ADM 127 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  13/10/2020 

Author: Tralee Cable  

  Community and Development  

  Services Manager Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont   

  Chief Executive Officer                  Signature Senior Officer 
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Comment: 

Technical inspections were carried out in April of 2020, and the results received too late to be 

included in the initial budget process.  Additionally, the work required was in excess of the 

initially anticipated plan.   

 

A quotation was sought from a contractor who was in the region to base budget amendments 

upon, and this was estimated at $171,606. 

Guidelines for Round 8 of the RAUP were released on the 1st October.  Local Government 

projects up to $150,000 for airstrip upgrades and repairs attract up to 100% funding, while 

projects of up to $500,000 attract 50% funding. 

 

It is recommended the project plan submitted with the application include the following works  

 

Runway Fog Seal   $56,700 

RFDS Apron   $10,456 

RFDS Taxiway   $12,697 

RFDS Old Taxiway   $  4,365 

Crack Sealing   $14,600 

Line Marking   $15,000 

 

Which are estimated on the original quotation at a total of $150,653. 

 

The final item of RESA which relates to repairs to runway ends known as blast areas and are 

caused by damage from propeller wash and jet blast over a number of years, was estimated at 

$20,952, and can be completed as a different project all together. 

 

The attached quotation should be used as an estimate or price guide only. 

 

The Shire of Meekatharra Delegation number 01.02 Purchase Orders delegates to the Chief 

Executive Officer the authority to either accept a tender or authorise a purchase order up to the 

value of $250,000. 

 

As there is no budgeted capital income in the 20/21 Shire of Meekatharra Budget, staff are 

seeking a budget amendment to allow for an application for this funding round. 

 

Consultation: 

Nil 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Nil 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil  

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

An increase to grants income of $150,000 for the 2020/21 financial year 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute Majority 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:  Cr PS Clancy 

Seconded: Cr MR Hall 

 

That Council endorse a budget amendment of $150,000 in Capital Income be made to 

General Ledger code 5183 – RADS Grant Income in the 2020/21 budget 

 

CARRIED 5/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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10.2   MINING LEASE APPLICATION M51/889 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider providing comment to the Department of Mines, Industry, Regulation and 

Safety on the attached proposal that covers Recreation Reserve number 10633 at Garden Gully. 

 

Attachments: 

Quick appraisal, map and request for comment on Zeuss Mining Pty Ltd mining application by 

DMIRS 

 

Background: 

The attached application is over an area of loop trails that traverse the original Garden Gully 

historic site.  This location has been the subject of many years planning for the Northern Loop 

trails.  Mining in the location will remove the possibility of a tourist trail and potential tourism 

income to the region. 

 

A copy of the current mining application also rests with Department for Planning, Lands and 

Heritage for comment and approval. 

 

There remains no complete building structure in the area though some remains of an old well are 

evident, and extensive mining activity has been undertaken to retrieve alluvial gold damaging 

the remnants of roads and building structures.  This is consistent with many smaller gold mining 

towns throughout Western Australia and while there is a market for this tourism, this is not 

unique or set apart from the other similarly abandoned sites.   

 

Council should consider the lost tourism potential of such a site should approval to mine be 

granted, and weigh this against potential mining rates income.  It is estimated that the rates this 

mining license would provide to the Shire will be in the vicinity of $3,715 per annum. A 

successful mining campaign would remove the potential tourist site entirely, and in itself have a 

limited life. 

 

Development of the Northern and Southern Tourist trails has been ongoing for many years, and 

would require a concerted focus to create an unique attraction or experience that would draw 

interest from tourists.   

 

In February, Westgold applied for a mining lease over the Nannine townsite which is on the 

Southern Trail, and Council resolved 

 

Title/Subject: MINING LEASE APPLICATION M51/889 

Agenda/Minute Number:  10.2 

Applicant: Department Mines, Industry, Regulation & Safety 

File Ref:  ADM 210 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report:  13 October 2020 

Author: Tralee Cable  

  Community and Development  

  Services Manager Signature of Author 

 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont   

  Chief Executive Officer  Signature Senior Officer 
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“That Council do not object to the application for Mining Lease over M51/575, but 

request Westgold provide a Tourist Information Bay.” 

 

Comment: 

This is likely to be a request that will attract strong points of view for objecting to the proposal, 

as well as those in support of supporting the mining activity. 

 

Consultation: 

Nil 

 

Statutory Environment: 

Local Government Act 1995 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil  

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommended Options: 

 

Option A  

That Council lodge an objection to the application for Mining Lease over M 51/889 on the 

grounds that the application will damage future tourism, economic and heritage 

opportunities to the community and the Shire of Meekatharra. 

 

OR  

 

Option B  

That Council do not object to the application for Mining Lease over M 51/889. 

 

Council Resolution: 

Moved:  Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded: Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council adopts Option B as recommended. 

 

CARRIED 5/0 
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10.3  NEW MEEKATHARRA HOSPITAL – LOBBYING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Matter for Consideration: 

Council may consider some strategies for lobbying for the long overdue building of a new 

Meekatharra Hospital - especially in light of the lack of provision in the recent State Government 

budget.  

 

Attachments:  

Nil 

 

Background: 

The Shire has been lobbying for the replacement of the dilapidated Meekatharra Hospital for many 

years/decades.  The Murchison Sub Region Councils have identified the replacement of the 

Meekatharra Hospital as the most urgent project for the Murchison Region. 

 

The Hospital was built in 1955 making it over 64 years old.  The aging and failing structure is 

affecting the ability to control infection on interior surfaces and the presence of asbestos is causing 

inefficiencies for maintenance and creating the potential for asbestos related disease.  

 

A number of regional planning processes have identified the Hospital as a very high priority for 

the Mid-West region.  The WA Country Health Service Mid-West Regional Director advised that 

the Meekatharra Hospital is now the number one priority infrastructure project for the WACHS 

Mid-West (given that the Geraldton Hospital upgrade is now confirmed and all other infrastructure 

projects are underway or complete).  

 

On 31 July 2019, the Health Minister, The Hon Roger Cook MLA visited the Meekatharra 

Hospital.  On seeing the Hospital and during the visit, the Minister instructed the WA Country 

Health Service CEO to prepare a Business Case for the replacement of the Hospital.  This was to 

be done in time for inclusion in the States 2020/21 budget process. 

 

The Business Case was prepared and it is believed that sometime late in 2019 was provided to 

Treasury for their processing.  Indications in the interim have been quite positive – as far as 

possible when no one, it seems, is privy to the Treasuries progress on such matters. 

 

On or about the 7th-8th of October 2020, the state budget was adopted and soon after it became 

apparent that the replacement of the Meekatharra Hospital was not allocated funding in the 

2020/21 budget. 

 

In the current environment, with a world-wide pandemic and a State Government that is seemingly 

quite flush with funds, this seems quite unconscionable.   

Title/Subject: NEW MEEKATHARRA HOSPITAL – LOBBYING 

Agenda/Minute Number:  10.3 
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Comment: 

The Shire of Meekatharra has been extremely patient, respectful and reasonable in all our dealings 

so far regarding the replacement of our hospital.  When the media have sought information and 

comment Staff and Councillors have made no comment and quelled all media enquiries. 

 

However this latest rebuke from the State Government may give Council cause to review its stance 

and actions regarding the replacement of the Meekatharra Hospital. 

 

The CEO has sought information from the Ministers office on what happened about the 

Meekatharra Hospital during the budget process.  At the time of writing no information had been 

provided.  Once further information is obtained appropriate responses to the circumstances may 

become clearer. 

 

Council may now need to consider a more intense and planned lobbying effort towards the 

replacement of the Meekatharra Hospital. 

 

This could be coordinated by the Shire President and CEO or a small group might be formed to 

oversee and guide the process. 

 

External consultants, with health and/or state government bureaucracy knowledge may need to be 

engaged to assist with this process. 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

Council has made budget provisions this year for the costs of lobbying for the replacement of the 

Meekatharra Hospital. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple Majority 

 

Officers Recommendation: 

 

Option A  

That the Shire President and CEO develop and implement a strategy for lobbying for the 

replacement of the Meekatharra Hospital using whatever measures they deem appropriate 

in the circumstances. 

 

OR 

 

Option B 

That the Shire President, CEO and Councillors ____________________ form a lobby 

group to develop and implement a strategy for lobbying for the replacement of the 

Meekatharra Hospital using whatever measures they deem appropriate in the 

circumstances. 
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Council Resolution: 

 

Moved:   Cr MJ Smith 

Seconded:  Cr DK Hodder 

 

That Council adopts Option A as recommended. 

 

CARRIED 5/0 

 

 

11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 

Nil 

 

 

12. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr HJ Nichols declared the meeting closed at 10.29am. 


