
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 1 

 

Table of Contents 
 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: ....................................................................3 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING...............................................................................................................3 
1.2 DISCLAIMER READING........................................................................................................................3 
 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:................................................3 

3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:.............................................................3 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:................................................................................................................................3 

5. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:.....................................................................................................4 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:.............................................................................4 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD 17th JUNE 2006.........................................................................................4 
7. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS:........................................................................4 

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:....................................................4 

9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS: .................................................................................................4 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS.....................................................................................................................5 
9.1.1 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – JULY 2006.......................................................................................5 
9.1.2 YOUTH RECREATIONAL CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT – JULY 2006.....................................................8 
9.1.3 WORK SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: JULY 2006.........................................................................................9 
9.1.4 MECHANIC’S REPORT: JULY 2006..................................................................................................... 11 
 
9.2 FINANCE ....................................................................................................................................................... 12 
9.2.1 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED 30TH JUNE 2006......................................................................... 13 
9.2.2 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 30th JUNE 2006....................................................... 22 
9.2.3 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS.................................................................................................................. 51 
9.2.4   2006/2007 FEES AND CHARGES.......................................................................................................... 56 
 
9.3 ADMINISTRATION........................................................................................................................................ 60 
9.3.1 REVIEW OF COUNCIL WARDS AND REPRESENTATION................................................................... 60 
9.3.2 ROADS TO RECOVERY SUPPLEMENTARY AUSLINK PROGRAM ..................................................... 76 
9.3.3 OLD BANK UNITS AND VACANT FLATS REGAN STREET.................................................................. 79 
9.3.4 ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 2006/2007..................................................................................... 82 
9.3.5 AFFIXING THE COMMON SEAL......................................................................................................... 84 
9.3.6  MEEKATHARRA HERITAGE AND CANYON TRAILS PROJECT......................................................... 86 
 
9.4 WORKS AND PLANT...................................................................................................................................... 95 
9.4.1 MT HALE ROAD – REPAIRS AND CATTLE GRID................................................................................ 95 
 
9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING................................................................................................ 98 
9.5.1  LANEWAY CLOSURE.  LANE ADJACENT TO LOT 425, 426, 427 AND 428 RAILWAY    STREET - 

MEEKATHARRA................................................................................................................................. 98 
9.5.2 PERMANENT CLOSURE OF STREETS WITHIN THE NANNINE TOWNSITE......................................101 
9.5.3 JACK HILLS IRON ORE PROJECT – EPA REPORT............................................................................106 
 
9.6 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.....................................................................................................................118 
9.6.1 YOUTHLINX IT EQUIPMENT GRANT................................................................................................118 
9.6.2 CROC FESTIVAL SHIRE HALL USAGE..............................................................................................120 
9.6.3 FUNDING PROGRAM EXTENSIONS...................................................................................................122 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 2 

 

10. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF THE MEETING..............124 

10.1.1  MINUTES OF THE HEALTH, BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
WEDNESDAY 5th JULY 2006................................................................................................................124 

10.1.2 MEETING DATES FOR ADVERTISMENT...........................................................................................140 
10.1.3  SCHOOL OF THE AIR AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT..............................................................143 
10.1.4  DONATION AUSTRALIAS GOLDEN OUTBACK.................................................................................149 
10.1.5  MEEKATHARRA RUBBISH REMOVAL CONTRACT..........................................................................153 
10.1.6  CEO’S STATUS REPORTS..................................................................................................................155 
 
9.7 BUDGET 2006/2007........................................................................................................................................162 
9.7.1  DRAFT BUDGET 2006/2007..................................................................................................................162 
9.7.2 DIFFERENTIAL RATES......................................................................................................................200 
 

11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN........................204 

12. CLOSURE OF MEETING:...................................................................................................................204 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 3 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:   
1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The President Cr. T.R.Hutchinson declared the meeting open at 9.10am. 
 
1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 

 
“No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act,  
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written confirmation of Council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days if this Meeting.”  

 
2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
 

Members 
Councillor T.R. Hutchinson                        (President) 
Councillor B.A. O’Dwyer                    (Deputy President) 
Councillor N.L. Trenfield 
Councillor S.R.Bajrai  
Councillor H.Nichols 
Councillor M.D.E.Bain 
 
 
Staff 
Mr Roy McClymont      (Chief Executive Officer) 
Ms Natalie Hope    (Deputy Chief Executive Officer) 
Mr. T.Clarke              (Works Supervisor)9.20am – 9.50am 
   
 
Apologies 

 Nil 
 

 Approved Leave of Absence 
Councillor A.E.Smith 
Councillor A.G.Burrows 
Councillor R.K.Howden 

 
 Observers 
 Nil 
 

3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE: 
Nil 
 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: 
Nil 
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5. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
Nil 
 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD 17th JUNE 2006. 
 
 
Council Resolution: 

Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield  
Seconded: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer  
That the minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held Saturday, 17th June 2006 be 
confirmed. 
           CARRIED 6/0 
  

7. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS: 
 Nil 
  
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:  

President T.R.Hutchinson reminded Council that this meeting was a budget meeting and that we 
are about to commence a major restructure with a lot of work having to be brought up to speed.   

  
9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS: 
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9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 
    

9.1.1 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – JULY 2006  
 
The month of June 2006 did not quite live up to the large growth of aircraft traffic that we have seen 
over the previous 12 months.  It has steadied down somewhat due to the additional fl ights to and 
from Nifty and Woodi Woodi mines.  As the loads are lighter, the aircraft are over flying 
Meekatharra, however towards the latter part of the month, we saw an increase of these flights 
call ing in for fuel.   

 
Fortnum mine has begun operations and Network Aviation have the contract to fly workers in and 
out of there.  They are currently running 5 flights per week in a King Air which are call ing in here 
for fuel as required.  At this stage, Fortnum do not have aircraft fuelling facilities but I suspect it will 
happen within the next 3 months.   Light aircraft landings have been up and overall our actual 
landings increased slightly on June 2005. 

 
The following table is provided on aircraft movements for the month of June 2006 with comparisons 
with June 2005.       

 
      2005   2006   Variation 

General Aircraft Landed:  173   179   + 3% 
Passengers on Board:  2796   2637   -5% 
Avgas Fuel Sold:   25,121 litres  19,395  litres  -22% 
Jet Fuel Sold:   80,472 litres  75,993  litres  -5% 
Total Fuel Sold   105,593 litres  95,388  litres  -10% 
R.F.D.S. Aircraft Landed:  76   59 

 
The paragraph below is an extract from my report of June 2005. 

 
“Our main customer, Network Aviation seems to have gained additional contracts to mine sites to 
the north and are using Meekatharra for more regular fuel stops. Total fuel sales to Network for 
the month was 46,987 which is 44% of total monthly fuel sales.” 

 
The reversal of this has happened and total fuel sales to Network for June 2006 was 22,975 litres 
which was is 24% of our total monthly fuel sales and about the same as it was back in June 2004. 

 
Indications from early July 2006 show that this may not last too long as flights are fill ing up and we 
are seeing a lot of Network since 1 July 2006. 

 
The following figures show the comparisons for the first 6 months of 2006 compared with  the same 
period of 2005 and 2004. 

 
      2006  2005  2004  Variation 

General Aircraft Landed:  1017  831  562  + 81% 
Total Aviation Fuel Sold:  560,187 480,246 340,945 + 64% 

 
Diesel sales were up with 49,548 litres sold during June 2006 compared with 26,132 litres during 
June 2005.    Diesel was sell ing for $1.01 per litre in June 2004, $1.23 per litre June 2005 compared 
with $1.44 per litre this year.   
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Aerodrome Works: 
Works carried out during the month have been varied from airside slashing to landside gardening 
etc.  Grass was removed and the area cleared from around the 70 odd runway markers on runway 
09/27.  More work is required around markers on runway 15/33.  Chipping of weeds has been a 
major focus with approx 16 hours spent clearing weeds from along the tree verge on the access road 
from the terminal back to the roundabout, clearing the diesel fuel compound and along the tree line 
east of the terminal. 

 
Due to the heavy growth of grass and weeds, there is work to be done around the fence line of the 
Mobil fuel farm, around hangars and along the runway strip of rwy 27/33. 

 
Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
PAL. (The latest  on this is that Air Services Australia have been held up with the supply of the 
unit and also with CASA granting the necessary radio frequency permit.) The unit has now arrived 
with Air Services and they are ironing out a few technical problems with a recent installation before 
they tackle ours.  They have said that they don’t want the same problems occurring with our system 
so need to sort it all out before they install ours. 

 
Aerodrome Security: 
I have not had any written response back on the audit of Airport Security that was conducted during 
May. 

 
I have been advised that the second round of security training for passenger scanning etc has been 
awarded to the same company that did the initial training.  We will be advised when they intend to 
come into WA to conduct training.  It is suggested that at least another 3 people undertake the 
training in case it is necessary to carry out passenger screening. 

 
The CEO of the Shire must also apply for a Security Agent’s licence.  This will make it legal for the 
trained security officers to carry out their duties should the need arise. 

  
General Information:   
AirBP - My previous report stated that I was negotiating with AirBP for a new agreement which 
would provide additional payments to cover for the additional work that has been created by the 
increase of aircraft fuell ing over the last two years.  I initially asked for an increase in the monthly 
retainer and also an increase in the cents per litre commission that we were being paid.  

 
BP have come back with a very good offer that takes away the variable rate of cents per litre sold 
and have set a fixed retainer rate of $4750 per month  ($57,000) per year.  This is a good result and 
shows an increase of about $15,000 per year over last year and about $26,000 over the previous year.   

 
It is also pleasing in as much as if the fuelling drops off, we still  get the fixed rate so it is a win/win 
situation for us. 

 
 
 

Aerodrome Emergency Exercise: 
CASA regulations state that each 2 years, an Aerodrome Emergency Exercise is to be conducted 
utilizing all the emergency services as l isted in the Aerodrome Emergency Procedures.  Each 
alternate year, a desk top exercise must be held to work through the procedures etc. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 7 

 

Our last exercise was held in April 2005 and due to the disruption of both CEO’s and Police 
Sergeants, we have not had the desk top exercise in 2006 as yet.   

 
CASA have asked the question and I have told them of the reason for the delay.  I have spoken with 
the A/g sergeant and have suggested that we hold another l ive exercise as there are a number of new 
members in the fire brigade and not so many old ones.  The experience would be good for the new 
members.  The sergeant has agreed to set it up and have an exercise in August just after the 
permanent sergeant takes up duty. 

 
General Summary: 
As can be seen by the above information, the airport is still very busy.  Hopefully I can get some sort 
of regular assistance to allow me time to get all  my tasks done and have some sort of a break 
occasionally.  We are currently looking at a 3 week on 1 week off roster which will mean that I work 
for 21 days straight then take a 7 day break.  This will allow me to catch up on a lot of the ground 
work during the weekends when there are not so many interruptions by aircraft.  I have provided a 
roster for the next 6 months to the CEO so that he can arrange for relief.  
 
 
Council Decision 
Moved: Cr. S.R.Barjrai 
Seconded: Cr. H. Nichols 
That the Airport Managers report for July be received. 
           CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.2 YOUTH RECREATIONAL CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT – JULY 2006  
 
This month has been very busy at the Youth centre with most nights averaging around 50 young 
people in attendance. After meeting the Chantal and Justin it was decided that to increase our 
numbers we needed to try a new approach to the young people. We have put in place some new 
activities to keep the young people at the centre stimulated and to increase their learning and l ife 
skills. As well as the usual Youth Centre activities each night we have introduced Craft on Tuesday 
nights and Cooking on Thursday night. The young people get involved in these activities and it 
allows them to express themselves creatively and gain valuable skills needed to function as a 
valuable member of the community. It also gives the youth workers a change to connect with the 
young people and address any issues or crises they may be facing. This is obviously working as the 
number of young people attending the centre has nearly doubled this month. 

 
The Youth Centre hosted a disco this month; Justin has been doing Hip Hop dance lessons in the 
afternoons so the disco was advertised with the pretence of a dance off between the boys and girls. 
Karalundi was invited but due to religious commitments were unable to attend. We catered for 50 
young people and the attendance of this activity was in excess of 100. This is a great out come for 
the Youth Centre as it means that the activities we are holding and the way in which we are 
advertising is working and relating to the young people. The money raised at the Disco will go 
towards new equipment such as pool cues.  

 
Steve Jacobs brought some young people from Mullewa to play basketball with Meekatharra this 
month. Karalundi also attended the competition. We had a BBQ to finish the night and all the young 
people had a great time. It was also a good opportunity to show Steve what he is missing here in 
Meeka! This is the last competition for three weeks over the school holidays.  

 
The Auskick Football as been going well and has been well attended by young people and parents 
who are pitching in to help with the games. The mothers are also doing a roaring trade in the Kitchen 
raising funds for the Sportsman’s Club. Justin has been doing his fair share of umpiring. Mount 
Magnet, Karalundi and Wiluna are all part of the games and often travel in to play each week. After 
the Auskick games the adults have a game that usually results in some sort of injury, they all have a 
good time and its great for people to go down and watch a Meeka game in action. 

 
You are all welcome to come to the youth centre and have a look at the great things happening there. 
We are always looking for people to help out and teach the young people new things. So if you have 
a skill that you would like to share please contact Rebecca and we can arrange a time and day, we 
would love to have you! 
 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. M.D.E Bain 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
That Council receive the Youth and Recreation Coordinator’s report for July. 
           CARRIED 6/0 
 
Mr. T. Clarke the Works Supervisor joined the meeting at 9.20 am. 
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  9.1.3 WORK SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: JULY 2006 
 

Construction: 
 

Ashburton Downs Rd. Project 
Work has been ongoing on this project with good progress being made. It has made a difference 
to progress by increasing the crew by one. This has enabled me to feel confident that the plant on 
this project is being serviced and looked after with a ‘dedicated’ serviceman/plant operator/signs 
man on the job. 
The quality of workmanship on this project has been of a very good standard, and good 
comments have been passed on to me by the Mt.Vernon station owner to this effect. 
Great emphasis has been put on improving the approach and exits to major and minor creeks, 
also multiple ‘drainage levees’ have been installed to alleviate the previous age old problem of 
silt being washed ‘down the road’ and causing road users much distress. 
The floodway just South of Duffer’s cattle yard has been cement stabilised, using the ‘old’ 
method of spreading the cement directly from the ‘bulka bags’ onto the imported base course 
prior to mixing in the conventional manner. 
A dangerous curve 5kms down the Pingandy Road has been re-aligned. Previously this curve 
was a ‘right angled’ obstacle, and has caused at least several road users to completely lose 
control whilst trying to navigate it. No problem now, I am glad to report. 

 
BMX Track 
The earthworks on this project are complete; all that remains now is the signage and general 
clean-up. There have been some interruptions due to ‘vandalism’ by some irresponsible young 
‘idiots’ 
All the signs have been ordered and the completion to this project is not far off. 

 
Killara Road 
The project on this road has been completed, and included the installation of multiple ‘drainage 
levees’, the re-establishment of all off-road drainage and the gravel sheeting of various sections 
to improve the ride ability. 
A local contractor, due to ‘councils’ construction crew having a full works programme to carry 
out in other parts of the Shire, has carried out this work. 

 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Maintenance grading 
This activity has been very progressive, of late with two of Council’s graders working in tandem. 
They have recently completed the grading on the Ashburton Downs Road, The Mt. Clere Road, 
Mt Seabrook Access Road, and are heading across to the Landor Road via the ‘Old Mail Route’ 
to Morarie from Trillbar. It is planned to service the sections North of Morarie to the Shire 
boundary first, and then move East towards the Koonmarra/ Mt. Hale t/off and then head towards 
Belele Station. 

 
Town Maintenance 
The street cleaning has been a problem, of late with quite a few itinerants, mainly using anti-
social behaviour as an excuse for their existence. 
The town maintenance unit now consists of two full time persons, to enable us to keep up with 
the ongoing maintenance on a variety of items. The slasher attachment for the Kubota tractor will 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 10 

 

be utilised on a more regular basis, and there will be a better chance of keeping up with our weed 
eradication programme (spraying). 

 
New Dozer 
Council’s new bulldozer is going exceptionally well, and is proving to be a boost to production 
with the construction crew on the Ashburton Downs Road project. It has been utilised pushing up 
road making materials (gravel), clearing and extensively in re-shaping of entries and exits to 
creeks, which previously have been a problem to all who use this road. The first service for this 
machine should coincide with the completion of this project and will be done by Westrac whilst 
the dozer is en route to the next project on the Landor Road. 

 
  Council Decision: 
  Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
  Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
  That the Works Supervisors report for July be received. 
            CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
 
The Works Supervisor gave Council a brief description of the Works proposed on minor local roads as 
per additions to the Draft Budget – Yarlarweelor to Milgun $ 44,625 etc etc. 
 
 
 
Mr. T. Clarke the Works Supervisor left the meeting at 9.50 am. 
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  9.1.4 MECHANIC’S REPORT: JULY 2006 
 

P86 Caterpillar 613C Scraper 
This machine is being used as a bulldozer instead of the area where the machine is working is not 
being cleared by the dozer or loader resulting in hydraulic hoses being torn off, control hydraulic 
valves being broken and exhaust stack ripped off and pre-cleaner broken. Fuel l ines ripped off, 
plus the operator is not being careful enough, he is maintaining the machine in greasing, warm 
up and shut down. We are going through too many tyres due to the stress and operators not being 
careful enough or don’t give a damn as to where they are turning around or driving. 
 
P349 Volvo Grader 
We really need to change this machine out as parts are hard to obtain. There is very little after 
sales service. CJD Spare Parts Department just don’t seem to give a damn whether you receive 
the correct part or not, that is if you can get the parts in Australia. We have to carry too many oils 
for this machine and sprays. I believe Roy has the change over figures for this Machine.  
 
P349 Volvo Grader: Operator 
The operator that was on this machine recently did not bother to grease this machine for over 
five weeks, nor did he check any oils or water (i.e.) No engine oil on dipstick hydraulic oil just 
showing on dip stick, no graphite spray on turn table resulting in turn table damage and wear 
plates, plus centre consol damage. No warm up time or shut down time, no matter what machine 
or truck that this bloke is operating or driving. The result will be the same as he just does not 
care. Terry has given him his first written warning. 
 
P24 Honda 3” Water Pumps 
We really need to look at changing from petrol to diesel pumps, as we are getting too much 
damage from flooding the engine and bending valves and push rods. They keep forgetting to turn 
fuel off after use.  
 
P24 Listen Genset 16.9 KVA 
This genset was set up at the camp to replace the alight genset whole under repairs. It no longer 
puts out any power from the alternator because they were not turned off the circuit breakers 
before shut down resulting in over loading the alternator on start up. They were shown how to 
dot his on many occasions but it just does not seem to sink in resulting in damage. 
 
P357 Maintenance Caravan 
The CEO advised that the Plant Mechanic had requested that this paragraph in the original report 
be deleted replaced with – this van will need maintenance as soon as it is brought back into town. 
 
P108 Caterpillar Grader 
This machine seems to be ok after rebuild but the operator is back to his old ways, grading too 
fast and towing his van too fast through dips and over bad roads, nor is he allowing 3 minute shut 
down time. This will result in turbo damage and engine damage. Hi is maintaining the machine 
as it should be (grease etc), but he did drive the Volvo grader 26kms without checking oil as 
when I got there, no oil on engine dipstick. 
 
P358 Caterpillar Grader 
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This machine is really being looked after. Warm up time and shut down time and well 
maintained. There is no down time with this machine. It’s a pity the others did not take a leaf out 
of his books, plus he operates the machine in the correct manner. 
 
Trucks 
The drivers need to look after the trucks better than what they are. They are getting better but 
they have a long way to go, yet they are trying. 
 
 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
That the Mechanics report for July be received. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.2 FINANCE 
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      9.2.1 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED 30TH JUNE 2006   

 
LOCATION:    N/A   
APPLICANT:   NATALIE HOPE 
FILE REF:    F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  3rd JULY 2006 

 AUTHOR:    NATALIE HOPE  
      DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  

      
 

Summary:  
Accounts are to be presented to Council for payments. 
 
Background:   
List of Accounts 

   
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power 
to make payments from the Municipal fund or the trust fund, a l ist of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing for each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared –  
(a) the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identi fy the transaction. 
 
(2) A list  of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month 
showing –  
(a) for each account which requires council authorisation in that month –  
(i) the payees’ name; 
(ii)  the amount of the payment; and 
(iii)  sufficient information to identi fy the transaction; and 
(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 
(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of the council after 
the list is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment:  
Each month the accounts are present to Council for payment; 

 
Municipal  Voucher No’s EFT 162-241 
     22103-22198 Amount: $ 966,494.07  
Trust Account  Voucher No’s    Amount: $            0.00 
Air BP   Voucher No’s  VARIOUS Amount: $     7,282.73 

 
    

Consultation:   
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 
Statutory Environment:   

����� ���	
��	� ���������� �����	�	�� �	�������� ���� ��������� ��� �� 
�������� 

  
Policy Implications:    
Nil 

 
Financial Implications:   
Accounts to be paid. 

  
Strategic Implications:   
Nil 

 
Voting Requirements:   
Simple Majority 

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
  Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
  That the accounts as detailed for June 2006 be paid. 
            CARRIED 6/0 
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9. 
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  9.2.2 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 30th JUNE 2006   
 
LOCATION:    N/A   
APPLICANT:   NATALIE HOPE 
FILE REF:    F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  3rd JULY 2006 

 AUTHOR:    NATALIE HOPE  
      DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  

      
Summary:  
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background:   
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 

 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 
reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as set out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail —  
(a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an 
additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or (c); 
(b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates;  
(c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to 
which the statement relates;  
(d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and  
(e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates.  
(2) Each statement of f inancial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing —  
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets;  
(b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation 
(1)(d); and  
(c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government.  
(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown —  

(a) according to nature and type classification;  
(b) by program; or  
(c) by business unit.  

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be —  

(a) presented to the council —  
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(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or  
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in t ime to present it  to the meeting referred to 
in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting;  

and  
(b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented.  
(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of f inancial activity 
for reporting material variances.  
(6) In this regulation —  
}committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget 
for a specific purpose;  
}restricted assets~ has the same meaning as in AAS 27.  
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
 [35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050. 

 
Comment:  
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting 
following the end of the reporting period. 

    
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 
Statutory Environment: 
����� ���	
��	� �� ���! �	���� ��" ��������� �	#�
 

  ��������� �����	�	� �	�������� �" $ �! 
   
Policy Implications:    
Nil 

 
Financial Implications:   
Nil 

  
Strategic Implications:   
Nil 

 
Voting Requirements:   
Simple majority 

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
  Seconded: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
  That the financial report for the period ending 30th JUNE 2006 be received. 
            CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.3 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
 
LOCATION:    N/A  
APPLICANT:   NIL 
FILE REF:    D/15     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  3RD JULY 2006   

 AUTHOR:     NATALIE HOPE 
      DEPUTY CEO 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  

      
 

Summary:  
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background:   
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors -  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day  
debt collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days ore more are sent a  
reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 day or more account are sent a  
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment:  
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be forwarded 
onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to do so. Therefore from 
time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off 
the debt incurred. 

    
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
   
Statutory Environment: 
Nil   

  
Policy Implications: 
Nil    
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Financial Implications:   
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil   

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple    

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
  Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 

That Council receive the outstanding monthly Debtor Trail Balance for 30TH JUNE 2006 
and authorize the recommended action required. 

            CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.4   2006/2007 FEES AND CHARGES    
 
LOCATION:    N/A 
APPLICANT:   N/A 
FILE REF:    BUDGET 2006/2007 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL 
DATE OF REPORT:  7TH JULY 2006 

 AUTHOR:    NATALIE HOPE 
      DEPUTY CEO   

 SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:   
 

Summary:  
Each year the Fees and Charges imposed are to be adopted in the  
Annual Budget.  
 
Background:   
The proposed fees and charges are to be considered for the inclusion in this years 2006/2007 
budget. 
The differences from the 2005/2006 fees and charges are as follows: 

• Landing Fees have been increased by 25%. 
• For all RPT flights a head tax of has been introduced. 
• Air BP Monthly Retainer has increased from $ 880 per month to  
$ 4750.00 with the removal of the monthly commission on fuel sales. 
• All other Airport Leases increased by the CPI increase as per lease 
agreements. 
• All Rubbish Collection fees have been increased by 5%. 
• Community Bus hire fees have been included. 

 
Comment:  

  Attached is a copy of the 2006/2007 fees and charges. 
    

Consultation:   
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment:   

 Local Government Act 1995 – Fees and Charges  
Section 6.16, 6.17, 6.18 and 6.19. 

  
Policy Implications:    

 Nil  
 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 57 

 

Financial Implications:   
Fees and Charges for 2006/2007 Financial Year. 

  
Strategic Implications:   

  Nil 
 

Voting Requirements:   
 Absolute Majority 
 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
  Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 

That the attached fees and charges for the 2006/2007 budget be adopted. 
          CARRIED 6/0 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 58 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 59 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 60 

 

9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
 
 9.3.1 REVIEW OF COUNCIL WARDS AND REPRESENTATION 

 
LOCATION:    N/A 
APPLICANT:   LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADVISORY BOARD 
FILE REF:    W/10     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 

  DATE OF REPORT:  3RD JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    L. P. STRUGNELL 

CONSULTANT 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:         

       
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
A local government, the district of which is divided into wards, is to carry out reviews of its ward 
boundaries and the member of offices of councillors for each ward from time to time so that not 
more than 8 years elapse between successive reviews or when the Local Government Advisory 
Board requires the local government in writing to do so. 

 
Background:  
The Chairman of the Local Government Advisory Board wrote to Council on the 30 th June 
2005:- 
 
“Review of Wards and Representation 
 
At i ts 20 June 2005 meeting, the Local Government Advisory Board (the Board) considered a 
report on councillor to elector ratios that applied for all  local governments at the time of the 
May 2005 elections.  Members gave particular consideration to those Councils that have one or 
more wards with council lor to elector ratios that are more than 20% above or below the average 
ratio for the district as a whole. 
 
Mindful that a recent amendment to the Local Government Act 1995 allows it to require a local 
government to carry out a review of its representation at any time, the Board resolved to require 
those Councils with wards outside these parameters to undertake a review of wards and 
representation to address the imbalance in representation prior to the 2007 elections.   It was 
further resolved that reports of those reviews are to be submitted to the Board by 30 June 2006. 
 
Your Council falls into this category and you are therefore required to carry out a review of 
wards and representation by 30 June 2006.  The Board encourages you to plan to commence 
your review during 2005.  A number of local governments have found that this exercise takes 
longer than expected.  Early attention to your review will ensure that the process is completed in 
time for implementation at the May 2007 local government elections. 
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Advice regarding the conduct of wards and representation reviews is accessible through the 
Local Government Advisory Board link on the website of the department of Local Government 
and Regional Development (www.dlgrd.wa.gov.au).  Please contact one of the off icers below if  
you require an information package to be mailed to you. 
 
In addition, the Board is will ing to arrange visits to local governments during the second half of 
2005 to provide assistance with reviews.  Video conferencing can also be arranged, particularly 
for Councils in remote areas. 
 
Please contact Vicky Nazer (tel: 9217 1497; email vnazer@dlgrd.wa.gov.au) or Duncan Watson 
(tel: 9217 1427; email dwatson@dlgrd.wa.gov.au)  if you would like further information about 
conduting a review or would l ike to meet with representatives of the Board.” 
 
The above letter was presented to the Council Meeting held on the 16th  July 2005 and the 
following Resolution carried. 
 
“���� �����	
 ���� ��� ���	������ �� ����� ��� � ���	�� �� 	�� 
����� ��� �����������	�� �� ���� ��� ���� ��� ����
�� ���� ��� 
��������� ���	�� �� ������������ 

 
Comment: 
A discussion paper was prepared outlining the various options in regard to boundaries, these 
were: - 
 1. Remain as is – Town Ward, Peak Hill Ward and Nannine Ward. 

2. Combine the two country wards into one and have two wards – Town and 
Country  

3. Abolish wards and have a District Ward only. 
 

Options for a reduction in council lor numbers were also considered. 
 
The intention to conduct a review was advertised in the Mid West Times newspaper and 
displayed on the local notice boards. 
 
No submissions were received and consequently no consideration of public submissions is 
necessary. 
 
A copy of the discussion paper is attached as Attachment 1 to this item. 
 
It is not necessary for all offices of council lor to be declared vacant where all wards are 
abolished.  The Local Government Advisory Board Information Package states:- 
 
“If a local government does not wish to declare all offices of council lor vacant, then this must be 
communicated in a submission to the Board.  If the request is supported, at the next ordinary 
elections councillors complete their terms as normal and nominations are called to f ill these 
vacancies.  The remaining councillors who still  have two years in office represent the electors of 
the whole district. 
 

Example 1 
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A local government with four wards and nine council lors decides to abolish its wards and that it  
does not want to declare all offices of councillor vacant.  This is supported and at the next 
ordinary elections, five councillors complete their terms leaving four councillors who still have 
two years in office.  Elections are held for the f ive vacant positions and the four remaining 
council lors represent the whole district.” 

 
Currently at the 2007 Meekatharra elections five (5) council lors would be up for election and 
four (4) will still have two years in office. 
 
The recommendation in this case is that the offices of councillor be reduced to eight (8) and 
election be held for four (4) vacancies and the other four (4) councillors retain their office until  
2009. 
 
At the 2009 elections the total number of offices of councillor be further reduced to seven (7) 
 
Consultation:  
R.W. McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Ms Adrienne Inch – Local Government Advisory Board 
Cr. T. R. Hutchinson - President 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Schedule 2.2.5 – Local Government may propose changes. 
Local Government Schedule 2.2.6 – Periodic Ward Reviews 
Local Government Schedule 2.2.6(1)(2) – Periodic Ward Reviews 
Local Government Schedule 2.2.7 – Public Notice 
Local Government Schedule 2.2.9 – Proposal by Local Government  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
Normal budget provision for election in 2007 plus cost of review.   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation: 
1. The Shire of Meekatharra recommends to the Local Government Advisory Board 

that an order be made under section 2.18(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 to 
reduce the number of offices of councillor on the Council from nine(9) to eight(8). 

 
2. The Shire of Meekatharra recommends to the Local Government Advisory Board 

that: 
(1) An order be made under section 2.2(1) to abolish the existing Peak Hill, 

Nannine and Town Wards and create one ward as detailed on the attached 
map. (Reference Author’s report to Council dated 3 July 2006).  
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(2) An order be make under section 2.3(2) to name the ward District. 
(3) The number of offices of councillor be further reduced to seven (7) at the 

2009 elections. 
 
 

Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr.B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
1. The Shire of Meekatharra recommends to the Local Government Advisory Board 

that an order be made under section 2.18(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 to 
reduce the number of offices of councillor on the Council from nine(9) to eight(8). 

 
2. The Shire of Meekatharra recommends to the Local Government Advisory Board 

that: 
(1) An order be made under section 2.2(1) to abolish the existing Peak Hill, 

Nannine and Town Wards and create one ward as detailed on the attached 
map. (Reference Author’s report to Council dated 3 July 2006).  

(2) The number of offices of councillor be further reduced to seven (7) at the 
2009 elections. 

 
Reason from Change to Officers Recommendation – remove note 2. (2) at the Authors request. 

        ABSOLUTE MAJORITY  CARRIED 5/1 
 

 
CR. H.NICHOLS VOTED AGAINST THE DECISION. 
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  9.3.2 ROADS TO RECOVERY SUPPLEMENTARY AUSLINK PROGRAM 
 

FILE REF:    R/40/2/2      
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  10th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
Council has received an additional grant under the Supplementary Auslink Roads to Recovery 
Program. 
 
Attachment:   
Letter from the Federal Minister for Local Government, Territories and Roads 10/5/06 

 
Background:  
 
Comment: 
The attached letter explains that council has received a one off grant.  The amount of the grant is 
$438,369. 
 
The grant must be spent by 30 June 2009 and Council must submit a work schedule for use of 
the funds by 30 September 2006. 
 
This essentially gives us 3 years to spend the funds. 
 
Given that we already have received an unusually high level of road funding this year this 
funding would probably be best put aside for a year or two. 
 
It would be good to use the funding for something specific like sealing a section of road or 
reseals on town roads. 
 
The funding was received in June 2006. 
 
Consultation:  

 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
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Financial Implications: 
NIL   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. B.A. O’Dwyer 
That Council; 
1. hold the additional $438,369 received under the Supplementary Auslink Roads to 

Recovery Program as restricted cash for use in the 2007/2008 or 2008/2009 financial 
years. 

2. consider possible projects for this funding and provide suggestions to the CEO by 10th 
August 2006 (for consideration at Councils August meeting). 

CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.3.3 OLD BANK UNITS AND VACANT FLATS REGAN STREET 
 

FILE REF:      
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  10th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
Council should review its accommodation for consultants and contractors who visit on a 
temporary basis.  

 
Background:  
The Health, Building and Planning Committee (HBPC) inspected these facilities after their 
meeting on Wed 6/7/06.  Committee members discussed a number of ideas concerning a set up 
that will adequately accommodate short term contractors, both male and female. 
 
Following these discussions, the CEO and HBPC Chairman (Cr Trenfield) met to further discuss 
our best options for accommodating short term people.  It was agreed that whilst enhancing the 
old bank units to an acceptable standard was our best short term option, it would be unwise to 
spend any money making expensive structural renovations to these buildings. 
 
These units are not suitable for use as mixed accommodation.  It was agreed that to 
accommodate short term females, we should set up one of the vacant units on Regan Street for 
this purpose.  Once set up this unit could accommodate up to two or even three females short 
term. 
 
Cr Trenfield suggested that these rooms (4 rooms old bank building and at least 2 of the rooms in 
the Regan Street unit ) be set up properly with double bed, small TV, small fridge, coffee making 
facilities, linen etc.  Also that the communal areas (kitchen and lounge) be set up with kitchen 
table and chairs, fridge, lounge chairs, TV, cooking equipment, cutlery etc.  
 
Currently regular visiting consultants and contractors (Bill Atyeo, Peter Strugnell & Keith 
Anderson) stay in the “pool manager’s house” at Lot 208 Hill Street which has two of the three 
bedrooms set up with beds. 
 
Comment: 
Council will soon consider a restructure of its admin/management, however staff consider that, 
given the state and quantity of our available accommodation, it will be some time before Council  
is in a position to attract and accommodate quality staff. 
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Also, given our recent experience in attracting suitable people, it may take some time to replace 
staff when they leave.  These gaps will need to be filled wherever possible by short term 
consultants and contractors. 
 
Therefore, it is most important that we setup some decent accommodation for short term 
consultants and contractors. 
 
Unit 4, Regan Street requires some minor repairs, clean up and repainting inside. 
 
The old bank units require some minor repairs, new hot water system and repainting inside and 
outside. 
 
Staffs have obtained estimates from a professional painter (Michael Cooper) who has been 
working in town.  These estimates includes minor patching and repairs to walls, repainting walls, 
ceil ings, door and window frames where required and vanishing skirting boards.   
 
Inside of unit 4 Regan St - $5200 
Inside and outside old bank units $7000 for each unit. 
 
Although not part or the recommendation below, during budget deliberations, Council should 
also consider enhancing the gardens of both locations – tidy up gardens, install reticulation, plant 
low maintenance plants. 
 
 Consultation:  
Cr Trenfield 

 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.8 – Unbudgeted Expense  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
Provision in 2006/2007 budget   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr.N.L. Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
That Council; 
1. Repair and set up the old bank units the old bank units to accommodate short term male 
consultants and contractors including minor repairs and repainting inside and outside and 
new hot water system. 
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Rooms; a double bed, linen, TV, Fridge, Clock Radio and kettle to be provided in each of 
the four rooms. 
Lounge area; four single lounge chairs, a TV, DVD/CD player and suitable furnishings in 
the lounge area. 
Kitchen; a kitchen table with chairs, fridge, microwave oven, cooking equipment, crockery 
and cutlery in the kitchen. 
Laundry; a washing machine for the laundry. 
 
2. Clean up, make the necessary minor repairs and repaint the inside of Unit 4 Regan 
Street. 
 
3. Repair and set up either unit 1 or 4 Regan Street to accommodate short term female 
consultants and contractors. 
Rooms; a double bed, linen, TV, Fridge, clock radio and kettle to be provided in two of the 
three bedrooms.  Split level reverse cycle air conditioners to all three bedrooms. 
Lounge area; four single lounge chairs, a TV, DVD/CD player, split level reverse cycle air 
conditioner and suitable furnishings in the lounge area. 
Kitchen; a kitchen table with chairs, fridge, microwave oven, cooking equipment, crockery 
and cutlery in the kitchen. 
Laundry; a washing machine for the laundry. 
 
4. Permit staff to immediately commence the above work and make budget (2006/2007) 
provision of $40,000 to refurbish and furnish the old bank units,  $8,000 to repair and paint 
inside of unit 4 Regan Street, plus $25,000 to aircondition and furnish either unit 1 or 4 
Regan Street.  
          CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.4 ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 2006/2007 
 
FILE REF:     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  10th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
 

Background:  
At its May meeting Council resolved to; 
1. undertake major Flood Damage on the road system with assistance from Contractors where 

needed. 
2. evaluate the cost of works compared to similar projects carried out by council resources 
3. at the conclusion of the evaluation, determine how future works will be carried out. 

 
Comment: 
In order to achieve the items in this resolution Council will need to engage 
a consultant/contractor to properly schedule, cost and program this years 
road construction works. 
 
This year Council will attract considerable funding ($1,750,937) to undertake road construction 
programs throughout the Shire.  Add to this Councils own funds and we have a budget 
expenditure on Works Construction of $2,174,360. 
 
After fully allocating wages and direct plant costs we have a surplus of over $900,000.  Clearly 
under our current work force structure we will not be able to expend the available funds this 
year.  This simple fact raises some important issues.  Firstly, we will need to use contractors to 
some considerable level in order to complete construction works this year.   
 
Also, with such a high level of funding this year Council needs to get the best result possible and 
ensure that funding bodies remain confident that we are able to undertake significant projects 
successfully. 
The author considers that all construction works this year should be properly scheduled, 
programmed and costed.  Council could then make informed decisions concerning the structure 
of this years road program.  
 
Our internal systems could also be reviewed and adjusted to ensure that we can properly monitor 
the progress of works during the year. 
 
We do not currently have the time or skills in house to draw up a schedule of construction works.  
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Consultation:  
 

Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
NIL   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Deision: 
Moved: Cr. H.Nichols 
Seconded: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
That Council engage a consultant to draw up a schedule of construction works and costings 
for this years (06/07) road construction program in consultation with the relevant staff and 
councillors. 
 
Further, that the consultant also provide a suggested program for this years construction, 
identifying program areas that could best be undertaken by contract. 
 
Further that the consultant also review current systems for monitoring works construction 
and make recommendations for any potential improvements.  
          CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.3.5 AFFIXING THE COMMON SEAL 

 
  FILE REF:    Y/15/2 AND Y/15/3 
  DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
  DATE OF REPORT:  11TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    MEGAN ALCHIN 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
  

 SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 
       CHIEF EXECUTVE OFFICER 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 

Summary:  
 The Common Seal is required to be affixed to three documents.  

 
Background:  
A funding agreement has been received from the Department of Families, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs, offering the Shire of Meekatharra a sum of $4,000 (GST exclusive) to 
purchase IT hardware and software for the implementation of the Youth Programmes 
Performance Framework data system and future reporting requirements.  

 
A funding agreement has been received from the Department of Families, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs, offering the Shire of Meekatharra an extension to the existing funding 
agreement for Meekatharra Out of School Hours Care. This agreement will provide a further 
$10,676.72 (GST inclusive) plus indexation, to provide this service to the youth of Meekatharra.   

 
A funding agreement has been received from the Department of Families, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs, offering the Shire of Meekatharra an extension to the existing funding 
agreement for the Meekatharra Youthlinx Service. This agreement will provide a further 
$12,192.64 (GST inclusive) to provide this service to the youth of Meekatharra.   

 
Comment:  
The Common Seal is required to be affixed to each of these documents to accompany the 
signature of the President and Chief Executive Officer.  

 
Consultation:  

 Roy McClymont 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 

Statutory Environment: 
 Local Law Standing Orders Part 16  
 

Policy Implications:  
 NIL 
 

Financial Implications: 
 Grant income 
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Strategic Implications: 
 NIL 
 

Voting Requirements: 
 Absolute Majority 
 

Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr.B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 

 That Council give the President and Chief Executive Officer the authority to sign and affix 
 the Common Seal to the documents:  

1. Agreement between the Department of Families, Community Services and 
 Indigenous Affairs, and the Shire of Meekatharra, for the funding of $4,000 to 
 purchase IT hardware and software  
2. Agreement between the Department of Families, Community Services and 
 Indigenous Affairs, and the Shire of Meekatharra, for the variation to Meekatharra 
 Out of School Hours Care Agreement 

   Agreement between the Department of Families, Community Services and   
   Indigenous Affairs, and the Shire of Meekatharra, for the variation to the   
   Meekatharra Youthlinx Programme Funding Agreement 
            CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.6 MEEKATHARRA HERITAGE AND CANYON TRAILS PROJECT 
  
 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICANT:   N/A 
FILE REF:    T/2 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  11th  JULY 2006   

 AUTHOR:    L.P. STRUGNELL  
      CONSULTANT 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  

      
 

Summary:  
In 2003 Council embarked on a project for the development of a network of walk trails and 
associated projects in and adjacent to the townsite of Meekatharra.  The intent was to create 
economic and social benefits to the community. 
 
Following the success of this project Stage 2 was initiated.  This centered on establishing three 
drive trails and a canyon trail.  The Canyon Trail is adjacent to the south and east of the townsite 
on the old mining area and the drive trails take in old mining areas and historically significant 
areas. 
 
Background:   

  
��� ������	
� ���� ����� ���� ���	����� ���
 �	��	����� �� ������ �
� ��� ��
��
�� 
�	�� �� ���	�	�� 

• Meekatharra Rangelands Discovery Trail – Master Plan 
• Meeka Canyon Trail – Feasibil ity Study 
• Meekatharra Heritage Trails Project. 

 
These documents set out objectives of each project and the estimated cost of each component 
of each stage.  These estimates were the basis of the figures used in budgets since the 
commencement of the projects. 
 
The Canyon Trail, as outlined in the Feasibility Study dated November 2004 incorporated a 
walk trail around old mine workings to the south and eastern sections of the townsite and the 
construction of a bridge linking two open cut mines.  The bridge was to be the centrepiece of 
the Canyon Trail and a significant attraction fro the tourist trade. 
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The site containing the proposed Canyon Trail which lies to the south of the townsite is 
located within Reserve 15815 held by Council under a Vesting Order for the purchase of 
Parks and Recreation. 
 
Mining tenements also cover the same area intended for the Canyon Trail development.  At 
the commencement of the project the tenements were held by St Barbara Mines Ltd and more 
recently by Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd. 
 
In addition to the holder of the mining tenements there are a number of agencies that should 
be approached for approval or comment.  These include:-  

• Department of Industry and Resources 
• Department of Environment 
• Worksafe 
• Main Roads Western Australia 

 
It would be essential to obtain approval from the tenement or lease holder prior to 
approaching the agencies. 
 
St Barbara Mines expressed support for the planned Meeka Heritage and Canyon Trail – 
Refer Attachment 1. 
 
No other approvals appear to have been sought prior to Mercator taking over the St Barbara 
Mines mining tenements. 
 
On the 3rd May 2006 a letter was sent to Mercator Gold outlining the issues that the author 
had discussed with Mercator personnel and seeking advise on how best to address the whole 
issue:- Ref Attachment 2 
 
On the 14 June 2006 Mercator Gold responded: - Ref Attachment 3. 
 
The response indicated that Mercator Gold was opposed to allowing public access to the 
Canyon Trail area until their exploration group had reviewed the open pit area known as 
Grants, Allons Fischer and Magazine. 
 
Further discussions with Mr D. Geldard on the 28 June 2006 indicated that if mining on the 
above areas was not viable consideration to relinquishing the tenements would be considered 
so that the Council could obtain some tenure over the site. 
 
The Drive Trails traverse through or on pastoral leases, mining tenements, Crown Land, old 
townsites, reserves and public roads.  They link historically significant sites that have tourist 
potential. 
 
Comment: 
The biggest impediment to completing the Canyon and Meekatharra Heritage Trails Project 
in accordance with the development plans are:- 

• Entry approval from tenement and lease holders. 
• Approval from funding groups to reallocate grants to other sections of the project. 
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Entry approval to the Canyon area may be delayed for an indefinite period until Mercator 
Gold completes drilling and their evaluation process. 
 
If mining was to occur on the Canyon Site there would be a possibility that the landscape 
could be altered to the extent that a bridge construction is not achievable. 
 
The options are to delay any development at the Canyon Trail site until  Mercator Gold 
indicates they no longer require the ground. 
 
The other option is to take steps to prevent Mercator Gold from mining the area.  This may 
be difficult for several reasons:- 

• The community may see value in the form of reduced unemployment, more facilities 
in town, more social activity and so on. 

• In 1989 the Minister for Mines granted consent to mine Mining Lease 51/256 on 
Recreation 15815 – Parks and Recreation with the following conditions:- 

1. Adequate protective measures being taken to minimise dust nuisance during 
the course of mining. 

2. No mining being carried out that will pollute or unduly interfere with the 
natural water course. 

 
The Drive Trails have less impediments to the project in that much of the proposal in our 
public roads, old gazetted townsites and on pastoral leases. 
 
Obviously it would be in the Shire of Meekatharra’s interest to have secure tenure over 
historic sites, and access ways.  These could be obtained relatively easy and possibly in the 
short term.  The exact routes could be determined by GPS positioning, plotted to the 
appropriate land maps and from these the necessary approvals obtained. 
 
The Land Asset Management Service advised that a Public Access Route system is in place 
which could be used to link historic sites to other places of interest.  The PAR system appears 
to work on the basis of public liabil ity can not be an issue.  Details of the system are being 
obtained. 
 
If the townsite of Nannine is not closed and other reserves such as the Oasis were created the 
historic sites could be connected by public roads or Public Access Routes. 
 
Consultation:   
Manager – Pilbara Land Asset Management Service 
Mr. J. Vearncombe and Mr. D. Geldard – Mercator Gold Pty Ltd 
Mines Department, Meekatharra 

 
Statutory Environment:   
Nil 
 
Policy Implications:    
Nil 

 
Financial Implications:   
Included in 2006/2007 Budget subject to adoption. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 89 

 

  
Strategic Implications:   
Completion of Canyon Trails and Meekatharra Heritage Trail Projects. 

 
Voting Requirements:   
Simple Majority 

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer  
  Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 

That Council:- 
 

1. Not proceed with the Canyon Trail development until approvals required have been 
obtained and presented to Council for consideration. 

 
2. Advise the agencies that have provided grants for the Meekatharra Heritage and 

Canyon Trail project that the Canyon Trail development will not be proceeding at this 
stage and seek clarification as to the effect this will have on the grant and whether the 
funds can be transferred to other sections of the project. 

 
3. Investigate the steps to be taken to secure tenure over the historic sites connected with 

the Meekatharra Heritage Trails Project. 
 

4. Where required negotiate with the Land Asset Management Services on the most 
appropriate method of connecting the historic sites, for example Public Access Remote 
or road reserve. 

 
5. Determine the status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads within the Shire of 

Meekatharra. 
CARRIED 6/0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 90 

  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 91 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 92 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 93 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 94 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 95 

 

9.4 WORKS AND PLANT 
 
  9.4.1 MT HALE ROAD – REPAIRS AND CATTLE GRID 
 

FILE REF:     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  11th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
 
Attachment: 
Letter from Kevin and Kath Mahony 19/6/06 

 
Background:  
Council budgeted $23,000 for construction on the Koonmarra-Mt Hale road last year 
(2005/2006) and did not undertake any of the works.  This job should therefore be carried over to 
the 2006/2007 financial year.  
 
Comment: 
Works supervisor Terry Clarke has inspected this area and advises the road works will be 
completed in the next few weeks by use of a maintenance grader and scraper.  Terry considers 
that the Cattle Grid is beyond repair and should be replaced.  

 
Consultation:  
Terry Clarke Works Supervisor 
Kevin Mahony 
 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
NIL   
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Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
 

Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
That Council undertake road works on the Mt Hale – Meleura road section as detailed and 
replace the cattle grid as requested by Kevin and Kath Mahony. 
 
Further that staff respond in writing to Mr & Mrs Mahony explaining how Council intends 
to undertake the works requested. 
 
That Council provide for these works in the 2006/2007 budget. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING 
 
9.5.1  LANEWAY CLOSURE.  LANE ADJACENT TO LOT 425, 426, 427 AND 428 RAILWAY  
  STREET - MEEKATHARRA 
 

LOCATION:    Railway Street - Meekatharra 
APPLICANT:    Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
FILE REF:    File Lots 425, 426, 427 and 428    
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 

  DATE OF REPORT:  5th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    L.P. STRUGNELL 

CONSULTANT 
  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  

        
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
Following approaches from the Department of Planning and Infrastructure to Freehold Lot 428  
and the closure of the laneway to the east and south of that lot it was proposed to permanently 
close the whole laneway from Short Street to Railway Street, Meekatharra (Refer to attached 
plan).  

 
 Background:  

Following discussions with the Department of Planning and Infrastructure on the future of the 
dead end piece of laneway that would result from the closure of the laneway to the east and south 
of lot 428 steps were taken at Council’s meeting of the 22 April to close the lane adjoining Lots 
425, 426, 427 and have it amalgamated with those lots. 
 
The proposal to close the laneway was advertised on the 13 May 2006 and submissions closed on 
the 21 June 2006.  No submissions were received. 
 
Council at its meeting of the 20 May 2006 resolved that the proposal to freehold Lot 428 
Railway Street Meekatharra and offer it to the current lessee would be supported. 
 
Service authorities were advised and the only authority affected – Water Corporation advised it 
had no objections to the proposed closure.  Horizon Power also advised that there were no 
objections to the closures. 
 
Comment: 
As no submissions have been received on the proposed closure no consideration was required as 
outlined in the Land Administration Regulations 1998 – Regulation 9(c). 
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The formulations have been completed apart from the formal resolution requesting the Minister 
to permanently close the subject laneway. 

 
Consultation:  
 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure 

 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Local Government Act – Section 3.50 and 3.51 
Local Government Function and General Regulations 4 and 5 
Land Administration Act – Section 58 
Land Administration Regulation – Regulation 9 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 

 
Financial Implications: 
Normal administration costs 

 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. H.Nichols 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 

  That the Minister for Lands be advised. 
• that the proposal to close the laneway adjacent to lots 425, 426, 427 and 428 was 

advertised in the Western Australian newspaper on the 13 May 2006 in accordance with 
Section 58(3) of the Local Government Act. 

•  that no submissions were received by the closing date and consequently there were no 
objections to consider. 

• the only service authority involved, Water Corporation, advised that they had no 
objections to the proposal. 

• that the Shire of Meekatharra request that the Minister for Land Administration 
permanently close the laneway adjacent to lots 425, 426, 427 and 428 and those laneway 
portions adjoining the aforementioned lots to be amalgamated into those lots. 

• that the Shire of Meekatharra has no objection to lots 425, 426, 427 and 428 being 
converted to Freehold Title. 

           CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.5.2 PERMANENT CLOSURE OF STREETS WITHIN THE NANNINE TOWNSITE 
 

LOCATION:    NANNINE TOWNSITE   
APPLICANT:   SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 
FILE REF:    N/10 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  6th  JULY 2006   

 AUTHOR:    L.P. STRUGNELL  
      CONSULTANT 
  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  

 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  

      
 

Summary:  
Council has instigated action to close the Nannine Townsite.  A prerequisite of the process to 
close the townsite is to close the roads.  This process is partly completed and further action by 
the council is necessary to finalize the matter. 
 
Background:   
�
 ��� �� ������� ���! "��
�	� ���� �� ��� #�
�� $������
� �� �������%& 

 
“The Townsite of Nannine was abandoned in the 1950’s and in more recent days has 
been subject to the pegging of numerous mining tenements. 
 
Many of these mining tenements have been proven to be viable mining operations and a 
number of requests have been forthcoming for the closure of Reserves. 
 
In particular Endeavour Resources has applied for closure of Road Reserve 665 however 
further correspondence will indicate their need for closure of a number of Reserves 
which will encroach upon the proposed Caledonian Open-Cut mine project.  Other 
companies are also interested in closure of the same and other Reserves. 
 
This Council has already resolved in agreement to the closure of Road Reserve 665 and 
also have no objections to the closure of all other Reserves with the exception of the 
Water Reserves and the Cemetery Site. 
 
Non closure of these Reserves will obviously have a major impact on the future of these 
mining operations and as there is no likelihood of re-establishment of the Townsite, their 
requests should be given every consideration. 
 
Your comments on these matters would be greatly appreciated.” 
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“I refer to your recent meeting with the Acting Regional Manager, Pilbara-Murchison, 
Mr Dennis Gray, regarding the proposed reservation of Nannine Townsite. 
 
DOLA is currently arranging for the surrender of Crown Grants in Trust issued to the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Salvation Army, which exist over several lots within the 
Townsite. 
 
The proposed reserve purpose of the area contained within the Townsite boundaries will  
be “Historical Site” and the reserve will vest with the Shire.  Associated road closures 
will be dealt with upon enactment of the new Land Administration Act, and DOLA will  
also attend to referral of the proposed reservation in accordance with the Native Tit le 
Act. 
 
For your information Nannine Lots 54 &  114 are currently held in freehold and in this 
respect I enclose copies of the relevant Certificates of Tit le.  You may wish to arrange the 
revestment of these lots.” 
 

*� "��
�	�+� ����	
� �� ��� �! '����� ���( ��� ������	
� 	��� 	� ������� 
 

“Nannine Townsite 
 
Department of Land Administration confirming that four land titles still exist in the 
Nannine Townsite along with the dedicated roads and streets. 
 
The four non-rateable blocks (three Church groups and one Crown) can be relinquished 
and the roads and streets can be dealt with under the new Land Act.  The Department 
suggests that the entire townsite could then be vested in the Shire as an ‘Historic Site’ 
reserve. 
 
Resolved: That the Lands Department be advised that Council have determined that the 
land contained within the Nannine Townsite be returned to the surrounding Pastoral 
Lease.”  

 

,�	��	� ���	�
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 ��� ����� ��	
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“That procedure for closing the roads within the Nannine townsite be commenced and 
that advertising of the proposed road closures be initiated. 
 
And 
 
That council investigates the creation of a reserve for the purpose ‘historical site’ and 
rescinding the previous motions pertaining to the land being included in the surrounding 
pastoral lease.” 
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Comment:  
The original proposal for the closing of Reserves in the Nannine area commenced in 1987 and 
has slowly progressed over the last nineteen years.  During this period there is no evidence to 
suggest that there has been any pressure to hasten up the closure procedure or to continue with 
the closure. 
 
In recent times the Council has embarked on projects designed to attract the tourist trade to 
Meekatharra and one of these, the South Drive Trail, goes through the old townsite of Nannine 
and some of the Reserves.  It appears to the author that it would be in Council’s interest to retain 
the townsite of Nannine to make use of the streets to mark places of interest to the Murchison 
such as the Roads Board Office, various hotels and other commercial enterprises of which there 
are a ready supply of printed material and photographs. 
 
Discussions with Mr Farrar of the Land Asset Management Services indicate it would not create 
any problems with his Department if Council were to terminate the closure process at this stage. 
 
Council would need to establish the status of the Reserves in the Nannine Townsite and close by, 
for example Old Recreation Reserve, Explosive Reserve, Cemetery, Water Reserve and 
associated Pipe Track to see if they are still vested in the Shire of Meekatharra or the Crown. 

    
Consultation:   
Mr H Farrar – Land Asset Management Services 
Cr T.R. Hutchinson – President 
Cr. N.L Trenfield 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 
Statutory Environment:   
Section 58 Land Administration Act 1997 
Section 9 Land Administration Regulations 1998 
Section 3.50 and 3.51 Local Government Act 1996 

  
Policy Implications:    
Nil 

 
Financial Implications:   
Nil. 

  
Strategic Implications:   

 
 

Voting Requirements:   
1. Support of three (3) members 

Absolute majority 
2. Simple majority 
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3. Simple majority 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
 Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
  That Council 

1. Seek the support, under the provisions of Administration Regulation 10, of an 
Absolute Majority or 1/3 of the members inclusive of the move to revoke the 
following decisions. 

 
• Council Meeting 17 February 1996 

Item  
“Nannine Townsite 
 
Resolved: That the Lands Department be advised that Council have 
determined that the land contained within the Nannine Townsite be 
returned to the surrounding Pastoral Lease.”  
 

• Council Meeting 15 May 2004 
Item 10.2.1 
“That procedure for closing the roads within the Nannine townsite be 
commenced and that advertising of the proposed road closures be initiated. 
 
And 
 
That council investigates the creation of a reserve for the purpose ‘historical 
site’ and rescinding the previous motions pertaining to the land being 
included in the surrounding pastoral lease.” 
 

Note: At least three members to support 
A Show of hands. 

Note: Absolute Majority required to revoke 
    CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY  6/0 

 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 

2. That Council advise the Department of Land Asset Management that Council does 
not wish to proceed with the closure of the roads in the Nannine Townsite or with 
the closure of the Nannine Townsite. 

 
Simple Majority 

            CARRIED 6/0 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 

3. That Council take steps to establish ownership of the following land within and near 
the Nannine Townsite. 

 
Recreation Reserve 3917 
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Explosive Reserve 4748 
Water Reserve 12460 
Water Pipe Tracks 
Old Hillside Homestead site. 

 

Simple Majority 
            CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.5.3 JACK HILLS IRON ORE PROJECT – EPA REPORT 

 
FILE REF:    M/25/13    
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  10th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) are seeking Council’s comment on their report 
on the Jack Hills Iron Ore Project (Stage 1). 
 
Attachment: Letter from Hon Mark McGowan, Minister for the Environment 13/6/06 with EPA 
report attached   
 
Background:  
 
Comment: 
The EPA have requested Council to advise “whether the implementation of this proposal and the 
conditions are acceptable”.  
 
Council’s consultant Environmental Health Officer has reviewed this document and has no 
comment or recommendation to make. 

 
Consultation:  
Bill Atyeo EHO 

 
Statutory Environment: 
Environmental Protection Act 1986  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
NIL   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
That Council advise the Minister for the Environment that it considers the implementation 
of the Jack Hills Iron Ore Project (Stage 1) and the environmental conditions are 
acceptable. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
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9.6  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
  
  9.6.1 YOUTHLINX IT EQUIPMENT GRANT 
 
  FILE REF:    Y/15/3 
  DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
  DATE OF REPORT:  11TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    MEGAN ALCHIN 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  

 SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 
       CHIEF EXECUTVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
 

Summary:  
The Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, have offered the 
Shire of Meekatharra a grant of $4,000 to purchase IT equipment to aid in the delivery of the 
Meekatharra Youthlinx Service.   

 
Background:  
The Shire of Meekatharra have been receiving funds from the Department of Families, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs since the 2003/2004 financial year, to provide a 
Youthlinx service to the youth of Meekatharra. An offer has been received to extend this funding 
agreement to the 2006/2007 financial year.  

 
Comment:  
On 21 June 2006, the Shire was contacted by a representative from the Department of Families, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, to offer an unconditional grant of $4,000 (GST 
exclusive) to purchase IT hardware or software by 30 June 2006, to upgrade IT systems required 
for the implementation of the Youth Programmes Performance Framework data system and 
future reporting requirements.  

 
As the money had to be spent before the end of the financial year, the following items were 
purchased from Mitchell and Brown with a total of $4,235.00 GST included: 
- Compaq V5102 Notebook Computer: $1,830 
- Extended Warranty to 3 Years Total: $225 
- Logitech Cordless Notebook Mouse with Mini Transmitter: $35 
- 12V Travel Power Adaptor: $145 
- Sandisk 1.0 GB USB Memory Stick x 2: $130 
- Microsoft Office 2003 Professional Edition OEM: $500 
- Adobe Photoshop Elements: $185 
- LG 19 Inch LCD Monitor with 3 Year Warranty x 2: $970 
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Consultation:  
Roy McClymont 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
Statutory Environment: 

 NIL  
 

Policy Implications:  
 Policy No: 2.7 
 

Financial Implications: 
 Loss of Town Hall fees revenue.  
 

Strategic Implications: 
 NIL 
 

Voting Requirements: 
 Simple Majority 
 

Officer Recommendation/Council Decsion: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 

  That Council:- 
1. accepts the offer of $4,000 GST exclusive, to purchase IT hardware and software to 
 aid in the provision of the Meekatharra Youthlinx Service 
2. gives the President and Chief Executive Officer the authority to sign the funding 
 agreement approves the expenditure of the $4,000 to purchase software and 
 hardware from Mitchell and Brown 

CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.6.2 CROC FESTIVAL SHIRE HALL USAGE 

 
  FILE REF:    CDO F/1/1 

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
  DATE OF REPORT:  11TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    MEGAN ALCHIN 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  

 SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 
       CHIEF EXECUTVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
 

Summary:  
Event Manager for the Croc Festival, Sharona Torrens, has requested permission to use the Town 
Hall and vacant land behind the Hall throughout the duration of the Croc Festival.  

 
Background:  
At the Council Meeting on 18th February 2006, an agenda item was put forward by the then 
Chief Executive Officer, recommending Meekatharra as a suitable location for the Croc Festival 
and requesting Council’s support both financially and through in-kind contributions. The 
recommendation that was carried by Council is as follows: 

 
‘That council give favourable consideration in the 2006/07 budget for $15,000 plus in-kind 
support towards the croc festival being held in Meekatharra in August 2006.’ 

 
The Croc Festival will run from 22 – 24 August 2006, and the Hall facilities will be required 
from 22 – 25 August 2006.  

 
Comment:  
When the Croc Festival Event Manager came to Meekatharra, she identified the Town Hall as an 
ideal location for students to dine in and also for dance workshops during the festival activities. 
The vacant land behind the Hall is also being requested to use for the Croc Village where army 
tents will be set up to provide accommodation for the students during the festival. The letter 
outlining this request states: 

 
The block behind the hall provides a perfect location for the Croc Village as i t is securely fenced 
and safe for the students. Croc Festival will provide security on the Vil lage 24 hours a day for 
when the students arrive to when the last school leaves the site. Breakfast will be served in the 
hall at 7am and at 8am all students will proceed to the town oval for activit ies, returning to the 
Village at 4.30pm for dinner. Each evening, there will be entertainment at the Town Oval for all 
students from 6pm, returning to the Village at 9pm for supper, with l ights out being at 9.30pm 
each night.  
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Consultation:  
Roy McClymont 

 Chief Executive Officer 
Statutory Environment: 

 NIL  
 

Policy Implications:  
 Policy No: 2.25 
 

Financial Implications: 
 Loss of Town Hall fees revenue.  
 

Strategic Implications: 
 NIL 
 

Voting Requirements: 
 Simple Majority 
 

Officer Recommendation/Council Decsion: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 

  That Council:- 
3. approves the use of the Town Hall for dining and dance workshops and the block of 
 land behind the hall as accommodation, by Croc Festival for the period 22nd to 25th 
 August 2006 
4. waives the cost for use of the Town Hall for use throughout the duration of the Croc 
 Festival event, from 22nd to 25th August 2006. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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  9.6.3 FUNDING PROGRAM EXTENSIONS 
 
  FILE REF:    Y/15/2 AND Y/15/3 

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
  DATE OF REPORT:  11TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    MEGAN ALCHIN 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  

 SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 
       CHIEF EXECUTVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
 

Summary:  
The Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, have offered to 
extend the funding agreements for Meekatharra Out of School Hours Care and Meekatharra 
Youthlinx Programme, until 30 June 2007.   

 
Background:  
The Shire of Meekatharra has been receiving funds from the Department of Families, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs since the 2003/2004 financial year, to provide both 
a Youthlinx service and Out of School House Care to the youth of Meekatharra. An offer has 
been received to extend this funding agreement to the 2006/2007 financial year.  

 
Comment:  
If accepted, the Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs will  
provide funding of $12,192.64 (GST inclusive) for the Meekatharra Youthlinx Service, and 
$10,676.72 (GST inclusive) plus indexation, for Meekatharra Out of School Hours Care.   

 
Consultation:  

 Roy McClymont 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 

Statutory Environment: 
 NIL  
 

Policy Implications:  
 NIL 
 

Financial Implications: 
 Grant income 
 

Strategic Implications: 
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 NIL 
 

Voting Requirements: 
 Simple Majority 
 

Officer Recommendation/ Council Decision: 
  Moved: Cr. H.Nichols 

Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
That Council:- 
1. accepts the offer of approximately $22,869.36 GST inclusive, to provide the 
 Meekatharra Youthlinx Service and Out of School Hours Care to the youth of 
 Meekatharra gives the President and Chief Executive Officer the authority to sign 
 the funding agreements 
          CARRIED 6/0 
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10. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF THE 
MEETING 

 Moved: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
 Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
 That the late items be introduced. 
            CARRIED 6/0 
 

 

10.1.1 MINUTES OF THE HEALTH, BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY 5th JULY 2006 

 
 
 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:   
1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 
Cr Trenfield declared the meeting open at 1.05 pm 
  
 
1.3 DISCLAIMER READING 

 
“No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act,  
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written confirmation of Council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days if this Meeting.”  

 
2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
 

Members:  Cr Trenfield (Chairman), Cr Hutchinson, Cr Burrows, Cr Bajrai (from 1.10 pm)  
 
 
 
Staff:  Roy McClymont & Bill Atyeo 
   
 
Apologies: 

 
 Approved Leave of Absence: 
  
 Observers: Peter Strugnell 
 
3.   ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 
 

Summary:  
Cr Smith has tendered her resignation from this committee to Council.  Council resolved to 
appoint Cr Hutchinson to the committee. 
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The Chief Executive Officer advises that under the provisions of Section 5.12 of the Local 
Government Act and in accordance with Schedule 2.3, Division 1, and due to the resignation of 
Deputy Chairperson Cr Smith, the Committee may elect a Deputy Chairperson. 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation: 
That the committee resolves whether it requires a deputy presiding member and if so elects 
a deputy presiding member. 

 
Moved: Cr Burrows   
Seconded: Cr Hutchinson 

 
That no deputy presiding member be elected. 

 
Carried 3/0 

 
 
4. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE: 
 
  Cr Bajrai joined the meeting at 1.10 pm 
 
5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: 
 
6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
 

Cr Burrows requested leave of absence from the next committee meeting. 
 
Moved: Cr Hutchinson   
Seconded: Cr Bajrai 
 
That Cr Burrows be granted leave of absence for the next ordinary committee meeting. 
 

Carried 4/0 
 

7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
 

7.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD 7TH JUNE 2006. 
 
Committee Resolution: 

Moved: Cr Burrows   
Seconded: Cr Bajrai  
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of the Health, Building and Town Planning 
Committee held Wednesday, 7th June 2006 be confirmed.   
  

                                                                                                          Carried 4/0 
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Minutes  

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Meekatharra Health, Building and Town Planning Committee held in the Council  
Chambers on Wednesday 7th June 2006, commencing at 1.55pm. 
 
Present: 
 
Cr. N. Trenfield   
Cr. A. Burrows 
Cr. S. Bajrai 
Cr. A. Smith 
Bill Atyeo – Contract EHO 
Roy McClymont – CEO 
 
Apologies: 
 
Nil 
 
Opening: 
 
Cr. Trenfield opened the meeting at 1.55pm 
 
Confirmation of previous minutes 
 
Moved: Cr Burrows 
Seconded: Cr Bajrai 
 
That the minutes of the May meeting of the Health, Building and Planning Committee meeting and the Special 
Meeting of the Health, Building and Planning Committee held 6 June 2006 be confirmed as a true and correct 
record. 

Carried 4-0 
 
EHO Bill Atyeo presented his report for May 2006 to the meeting.  The meeting discussed various items from 
the report.   
 
The meeting agreed on a schedule for food premises inspections. 
It was generally felt that the food premises on mine sites would be inspected at least once in every six months 
depending on the conditions found at the initial inspection conducted. Food premises located in the town would 
be inspected at least once in every three months. Again, if conditions at the food premises warranted closer 
attention, then the schedule of inspections would be increased as needed.  
 
The meeting discussed the effluent ponds. 
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Bill Atyeo is to continue to liaise with the DoE on this matter, with the shire willing to do whatever is 
reasonable and required by the DoE in order to retain the ponds. The system is seen and considered to be a 
major and important resource for the town, and a facility that enables the major producers of effluent to 
adequately and efficiently dispose of the effluent. 
 
The meeting discussed the volume of metal at the tip.  It was suggested that EHO Bill Atyeo check with 
Smorgon concerning the pick up and purchase of the metal. 
 
The meeting discussed clinical waste from the hospital. 
The disposal of clinical waste will be discussed with the relevant hospital staff in order to ensure the proper 
disposal of the waste at the Meekatharra landfil l site. The amount of clinical waste disposed at the tip will be 
recorded, and disposed of in the site designated for the disposal of asbestos, and in accordance with the 
procedures stated in the Meekatharra Landfill Management plan.  
 
The meeting discussed asbestos waste and where it should be dumped at the tip.  The meeting agreed that 
properly packaged asbestos waste should be placed in the same area as clinical waste. 
 
The meeting discussed mosquitoes.  The meeting agreed that EHO Bill Atyeo should check out the potential 
costs, benefits and problems associated with the use of the new residual chemical treatments for mosquitoes. 
 
The meeting agreed that trapping should continue as a means to establish mosquito locations, species etc. 
 
The meeting agreed that all septic tanks and leach drains in town should be inspected to ensure they are sealed.  
Cr Trenfield suggested that Baitex could be taken on the inspection and used where appropriate.  Cr Trenfield 
also suggested that a couple of guys from the depot could accompany the inspection and make any minor 
repairs to septic tanks and leach drains along the way. 
 
The meeting discussed the fogging program.  Cr Smith asked if the fogging program still going as she had high 
numbers of mosquitoes in her area.  CEO Roy McClymont agreed to check with the contractor and ensure that 
the agreed fogging program is being maintained.  
 
EHO Bill Atyeo advised the meeting that there had been 9 reported cases of Ross River Virus in Meekatharra 
this year. 
 
It was suggested that a letter be sent to each of the contractors that are licensed by the Shire to collect and 
dispose of septage waste from septic tank systems in regard to them ensuring that they comply with a condition 
of their license which is to ensure that all septic tanks opened in order to pump them out, are sealed completely 
at the end of the process. 
 
It was suggested that letters be sent to John Stevens and Graham Sisson stating that the Shire expected them to 
comply with the conditions of the demolition licenses issued to them, in that they are required to completely 
clean the sites of all debris and refuse after the houses are demolished. It has been noted that the sites in 
question have not been satisfactorily cleaned-up after demolition has occurred. 
 
There being no further business to discuss the Chairman Cr Trenfield thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed at 2.40pm. 
 

 

8. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS: 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 128 

 

 
 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:  

 
 
 
 

10. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS: 
 
10.1   SEPTIC TANKS AND LEACH DRAINS INSPECTION 
 

FILE REF:     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  30th June 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:   
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
 

Background:  
At its meeting of the 7th June 2006, the Health Building Planning Committee discussed an 
inspection of all the septic tanks and leach drains in the Meekatharra town site with a view to 
reducing the areas in town available for mosquitoes to breed. 
 
It was suggested that a supply of baitex could be taken on the inspection and used where 
appropriate.  It was also suggested that the inspector could be accompanied by a couple of 
employees who could use cement to make minor repairs to systems where required.   
 
Comment: 
There was no clear resolution from the meeting and further clarification is now required. 
 
Ultimately, Council’s aim should be to produce a well researched overall plan to reduce 
mosquito numbers. 
 
Should council’s Consultant Health Officer be requested to undertake this task, the Committee 
and Council should be aware of the costs involved, both in terms of time and money. 
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There are currently 298 domestic dwellings in the Meekatharra town site and 67 commercial 
premises.  
 
An inspection for mosquito breeding places should probably go beyond just checking septics and 
leach drains.  Any potential breeding spots should be noted and the occupant of the dwelling 
requested to fix the problem.  E.g. open tanks, long grass, old tyres full of water etc. 
 
The actual physical inspection would take about 20 minutes per property.  Preliminary phone 
calls/ letters allow 10 minutes per property.  Then the time taken to record, report, write letters 
requesting repairs, conduct follow up inspections, etc is an unknown but 15 minutes would be an 
optimistic estimate per property.  
 
So at a total of 45 minutes per property this task will take about 7 weeks for a person working 40 
hour weeks. 
 
Clearly, we can’t afford to give this task to our consultant Health Officer as he is currently only 
on site for one week every month and this task would potentially tie him up for some 7 months.  
Also it is probably a task that could be more cost effective if done by someone on a lower hourly 
rate. 
 
The estimated cost of this exercise would be in vicinity of $15,000 (274 hours as above times 
$55 per hour).  This assumes that we could hire someone at a total cost of $55 including airfares 
accommodation etc which may be ambitious, that is, the actual cost could be even greater than 
$15,000.  
 
A budget allowance of $20,000 would be advisable to realistically cover the potential cost of the 
exercise. 
 
Alternatively, there may be an opportunity to offer this project to an undergraduate student or 
student group as part of the graduate programs practical experience.  The student would 
undertake this inspection as part of researching and producing a complete plan for mosquito 
management in Meekatharra.  
 
Council’s consultant Health Officer is currently investigating this option.  
 
Consultation:  
Bill Atyeo EHO 

 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
Budget 06/07   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
 
 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
That the committee recommend that Council: 
 
That if possible, an undergraduate student or student group be requested to undertake the 
above inspection and fully research the local mosquito problem and produce a complete 
report on reducing mosquito numbers.   
 
But failing this that Council make provision of $20,000 in the 06/07 budget for a consultant 
to undertake an inspection and follow up of all premises in the Meekatharra town site for 
mosquito breeding abatement.  

 
   
  Committee Resolution: 
  Moved: Cr Hutchinson 
  Seconded: Cr Burrow 
 

That the committee recommend that Council: 
 
If possible, request an undergraduate student or student group to undertake the above 
inspection and fully research the local mosquito problem and produce a complete report on 
reducing mosquito numbers.   
 
But failing this that Council make provision of $20,000 in the 06/07 budget for a 
consultant/contractor or employee to undertake an inspection, chemical control where 
indicated and follow up of all premises in the Meekatharra town site for mosquito breeding 
abatement.  
 

Carried 4/0 
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10.2   HOUSING AND PROPERTY REPORTS 
 

FILE REF:     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  3RD JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
   

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  

SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
  

 
Background:  
The committee recently resolved to send a letter to tenants requesting that they complete a 
property condition report. 
 
Comment: 
The reports have been received (10 received 2 to come) and will be available at the meeting for 
further discussion if required.  The majority of items listed on the reports are simple maintenance 
items and will be dealt with by issuing purchase orders to local contractors and tradesmen. 
 
The more major and costly items are listed below.  These should be included in Councils budget 
and inspected prior to scheduling and arranging for the works to be carried out. 
 
246 Darlot Street –  
Replace floor coverings, check fence & gates, check junk back yard 
 
Unit 3 Regan Street – 
Replace curtains and blinds, replace floor coverings, repaint walls & Ceilings 
 
Single mens quarters – 
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Check doors, walls, ceilings, flyscreens, check septic tank. 
 
Sports complex residence – 
Check kitchen & laundry taps, repaint exterior walls, retic gardens, replace laundry and front 
flyscreens. 
 
 
Airport Managers House – 
Replace floor coverings, check pantry doors, check laundry ceiling, check shower screen, check 
garage floor, proposed bull nose front patio. 
 
408 Hill Street –  
repaint walls & ceilings, check roof, check vanity & mirrors, repaint/pressure clean external 
walls 
 
Lot 206 Hill Street – 
Check cracking ceilings, repaint roof, check back fence 
 
101 Darlot Street –  
Replace curtains and blinds, some floor coverings, replace stove, install promised split system air 
cons, concrete driveway 
 
Lot 208 Hill Street (Consultants house) – 
Replace kitchen bench tops and cupboards, renovate/remodel/modernise house to make more 
attractive for a small family.   
 
Other Council Buildings 
There are 2 vacant flats on Regan St, the units behind the bank which have not yet been 
inspected.  Council has some 29 buildings (other than houses) that should be inspected.  This 
would take on average an hour per building (29 hours).   
 
Ultimately Council should create a 10 year building maintenance program.   
Including inspections of all buildings and compiling a 10 year program this work would take an 
estimated 80 hours for a person with experience in building construction and maintenance.   
 
Given that we do not currently have the time or expertise to undertake this work, staff consider 
that a consultant should be engaged to do this work.  Ideally a local would be used if such a 
person is available locally.  In terms of budgeting, Council  should allow $80.00 per hour for this 
work.  It could cost less if a local person can do the work and will  probably cost considerably 
more if we need to source someone from out of town. 
 
So the estimated cost for this work is 80 hours times $80 = $6400. 
 
Visiting consultants and contractors. 
Currently the house at Lot 208 Hill Street is used for regular visiting consultants and contractors.  
This house could be better used to accommodate a permanent employee.  The units behind the 
bank may be more suitable for accommodating contractors and consultants.  They will require 
some urgent maintenance and enhancements to make them as comfortable as possible (eg 
gardens, retic, air cons, renovate patio area) 
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The committee may wish to inspect these units. 
 
Consultation:  
Cr Trenfield, Cr Smith 

 
 

Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
Budget 06/07   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation: 
That the committee recommend that Council; 
Make provision in the 2006/2007 Budget of $100,000 for maintenance of the above items 
and more generally for the maintenance and minor upgrading of Council dwellings. 
 
Make a budget provision of $6500 to hire a suitable consultant to undertake an inspection 
of all Council buildings and prepare a ten year maintenance program  
 
Undertake all necessary work to enhance and repair the units behind the bank in order to 
bring them up to an acceptable standard to accommodate visiting contractors and 
consultants.  Budget allowance to undertake urgent repairs $6,000.  To enhance the 
buildings and area to an acceptable standard (gardens, retic, patio area etc) $12,000.  
  

   
  Committee Resolution: 
  Moved: Hutchinson 

Seconded: Bajrai 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 4/0 
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10.3     PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER/BUILDING SURVEYOR’S REPORT -     

 JUNE 2006 
 
Moved: Cr Hutchinson 
Seconded: Cr Burrows 
 
That the PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER/BUILDING SURVEYOR’S REPORT 
JUNE 2006 be received. 
 

Carried 4/0 
 
 
I was in attendance at the Shire from the 5th till the 9th June 2006. My report follows. 
 
Building Licenses Issued: 
 
No Building Licenses were issued this month. 
 
Demolition Licenses Issued: 
 
No Demolition Licenses were issued this month. 
 
Housing Issues: 
 
Lot 205 Hill Street 

I have been contacted further by the owners who have indicated that they will have the building secured shortly, 
and then will look at demolition later on, depending on their financial position at the time. If secured, then there 
will be no further action in regard to the Notice, and the Notice will remain in force on the property until 
complied with. 

 
I did mention the excessive growth of weeds etc on the property, and suggested that he have it all cut down, as it 
presents a fire hazard to the property and to the adjoining landowners. He indicated that he would follow up on 
this and get back to me. 

 
I will continue to monitor the property. 
 
Lot 651 Consuls Road – Meekatharra 
The owner of the house, which has been of concern for some time, is responsible for the demolition of another 
house in Meekatharra (Lot 720 Queen Street/Road) owned by the Ministry of Housing. He has taken the 
cladding from this dwelling and has applied it to the exterior of his house in Consuls Road. The aesthetic value 
has been significantly increased. The owner intends to continue this process. 
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Since being in Meekatharra I have been contacted in regard to the status of the house by a prospective buyer of 
the property.  
 
Lot 69 Hill Street – Meekatharra 

On the 9th of June 2006 I inspected the premises at Lot 69 Hill Street as a follow-up to a letter I sent to the 
owner when in Meekatharra in May. It was obvious during my inspection that the owner was still having 
problems with the failed leach drains and that something has to be done to fix the situation. 
 
While there was no visible effluent on the surface at the time of the inspection, it was clear that effluent was at 
times coming to the surface. It is in an area where children play, and the leach drain was open at its end. I 
therefore issued another letter to the owner insisting that something had to be done to address the problem and 
gave the owner options. 
 
If nothing is done by the next time I am in Meekatharra, then a notice will be issued. I will follow-up this 
matter.  
 
Food Premises 
 
Royal Mail Hotel 
On the 5th June 2006 I inspected the Royal Mail Hotel. The kitchen was found to be in a very clean state, and 
complied with the Food Hygiene Regulations. The hotel bar and dining room was also found to be in a clean 
state. 
 
The owner informed me that they did have problems when Meekatharra had its large rains, with water flowing 
into a room adjacent to the kitchen. This problem has now been rectified, and the problems they also 
experienced during the wet period in regard to sewage was also rectified. 
 
Swagman – Coles Express 
On the 5th June 2006 I inspected the Coles Express/Swagman. The kitchen has been closed and will not be re-
opened, and as such the premises has been downgraded to a Class 4 food premises. This means that they are 
only permitted to sell food that is already packaged before it gets to the premises, and if any handling is 
required then it is just to re-heat the product before eating. 
 
During the inspection I noted that the male toilets had not been cleaned and I issued instructions that they were 
to be cleaned and kept clean with regular checks made by staff. The following day I inspected the toilets again 
and found them to be clean and tidy. However, I noted that the bench around the hand basin was marked so that, 
although it was clean, it looked as though it had not been cleaned. 
 
I express this sentiment to the manager, and he was to follow it up, with the intention of getting permission from 
the owners to replace it with a more suitable surface. I will continue to monitor the situation at my next 
attendance at Meekatharra. 
 
Meekatharra Caravan Park 

On the 5th June 2006 I inspected the Meekatharra Caravan Park Kitchen. The kitchen was found to be in a very 
clean state, and complied with the Food Hygiene Regulations. 
 
BP Corner Store 
On the 6th June 2006 I inspected the kitchen of the BP Corner Store. I found the kitchen to be vastly improved 
in cleanliness since my last inspection in May 2006. However, I have suggested that the owner now: 
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• Thoroughly clean the outside of the mechanical exhaust ventilation hood as there was build-up of 
grease. 

• That the open flamed wok be removed from the kitchen, and then all other equipment be repositioned so 
that all of the cooking equipment is within the area as required under the mechanical exhaust ventilation 
system (100 mm within the vertical line drawn from the outside of the hood to the floor. The equipment 
that was outside of this zone would be contributing to the grease build-up on the outside of the hood. 

 

The owner indicated that these matters would be addressed and I will inspect again on my next attendance at the 
Shire.  
Meekatharra Meats 
On the 7th June 2006 I inspected the butcher-shop. The owner was in attendance, and I noted that the cleanliness 
of the shop had significantly improved along with the handling of the meat and other foods. I encouraged the 
owner to continue the improvement, and he indicated that he was getting assistance from a qualified butcher 
within the next two weeks, who will assist him further. 
 
This is a very encouraging development, and I will  continue to monitor the situation on subsequent attendances 
at the Shire. 
 
 
Other Matters 
 
Fogger 
The Shire has received an announcement from the Health Department indicating that we are to remain diligent 
in regard to mosquitoes due to the indications from the sentinel chicken program that the deadly disease of 
Murray Valley Encephalitis has been detected in the Pilbara region. This disease is transmitted by the mosquito 
and is moving down from the far North and is now close to our region. 
 
I spoke with the contractor who does our fogging, and have stressed the importance of maintaining the fogging 
program in Meekatharra. The contractor is aware that we desire the fogging to be carried out on the minimum of 
two nights or mornings a week until notified by Council. 
 
The spare fogger has been sent aware for assessment and repairs so that we always have a fogging machine 
available at all times. If one breaks down then we should always have another one ready to go, as it takes a lot 
of time for a machine to be serviced as it must go to Perth for this. 
 
A full program will be put together after the next Health/Building Committee meeting and decisions made at the 
following meeting of the Council. 
 

Jack Hills 
A permit to install a septic tank and leach drain system for the treatment of effluent was issued to Mid West 
Corp for the Jack Hills geologists camp which has been considered to be located in the Shire of Meekatharra. 
The permit number is ST01/06/M. 
 
Airport Plumbing 
The matter of sewerage smell at the airport was referred to me for investigation. On the 6 th June I inspected the 
premises and found the following: 

• The pump pit steel lid and the entry through the steel lid to the pump pit are not sealed. 
Mosquitoes were seen to be coming from the openings, and the smell emanating was foul. The lids 
and the opening to the tank need to be completely sealed. 
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• The IOs were at one stage sealed, but are now loose and can be easily dislodged. One was adrift 
and mosquitoes were also seen coming from the septic tank. All IOs are required to be  

 

  
 

• The clay drain to the rear of the toilet block is broken and open and needs replacing with PVC 
pipes. I am not sure how this should be achieved, as it could mean that all the drains are of clay 
and may also need to be replaced. 
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Oil Spill – Road train Accident 
On the 20th June 2006, I received a phone call from the office inquiring where ate the Meekatharra tip 
contaminated soil could be placed. The soil was being used to soak up used sump oil that had spilled from a 
Road train 53kms North of Meekatharra on Great Northern Highway. I was not happy for this contaminated soil  
to be deposited at the tip as the soil would be contaminated for many years before it may be able to be used for 
cover material etc. 
 
I rang the DEP and they agreed, ringing Nationwide and informing them that the contaminated soil  must go to a 
bio-remediation pit at either Plutonic or Blue Bird mine sites providing permission from the mining company 
was given. They accepted this, and I rang the contractor advising him of the decisions made, and giving the 
reasons why the contaminated soil was not permitted at our tip. 
 
Letters as Directed by Committee 
Letters have been sent to people who have not fully completed the clean-up of allotments following the 
demolition of the dwellings on the respective lots. Mr. Sisson and Mr. Stevens. 
 
Letters to all liquid waste contractors have been sent emphasizing the need for all tanks and leach drains to be 
properly sealed following pump-outs. It was also pointed out that Clause 4 of their license, which is issued by 
the Shire through me, clearly states the procedure and standard required. 
 

 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE 

CHAIRMAN 
 
The committee discussed the item on Airport Plumbing in the PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH OFFICER/BUILDING SURVEYOR’S REPORT JUNE 2006. 
 
 
Committee Resolution: 
Moved: Cr Burrows 
Seconded: Cr Bajrai 
 
That the Environmental Health Officer write a letter to Mark Smith Pty Ltd requesting that the tanks 
previously pumped out by Mr Smith be properly sealed and that an order be issued for Mr Smith to 
repair the pump pit steel lid. 
 

Carried 4/0 
 
 
12. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
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13. CLOSURE OF MEETING:  The chairman Cr Trenfield declared the meeting closed at 2.05 pm 
 

Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. B.A. O’Dwyer 
That the minutes for the Health, Building and Town Planning meeting held on 5th July 2006 be 
received at the Council Meeting held on Saturday, 15th July 2006. 

            CARRIED 6/0 
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10.1.2   MEETING DATES FOR ADVERTISMENT     
 
LOCATION:      
APPLICANT:    
FILE REF:    N/A 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    N/A  
DATE OF REPORT:  13TH July 2006  

 AUTHOR:     Natalie Hope 
      Deputy CEO 
  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      

SENIOR OFFICER:   Roy McClymont  
CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
      

 
Summary:  
This report lists the schedule of meeting times and dates. 
 
Background:   
At the recent Council meeting on the 17th June 2006 it was discussed that 
the recently advertised start time of the Council Meeting Dates was  
incorrect. The advertised time was 9.00am but after Council discussions it  
was decided that the meeting start time should be 9.30am. 
 
The Audit Committee meeting dates and the Health, Building and Town  
planning Committee previously meetings clashed on numerous days both  
with the date and the time of the meeting, with certain Councillors being  
on both Committees it is impossible to keep these dates and they should be  
readvertised with the above change of Council meeting times. As it stands 
now the only meeting that clashes is the Audit and Health, Building and  
Town Planning Committee on Wednesday the 11th October 2006 both at  
1.00pm, it is proposed to change the Health Building and Town Planning  
Committee meeting on that date to 10.00am. 
 
Comment:  
It is proposed that the following dates and time be advertised in the newspaper. 
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SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS. 
 

JUNE 2006 TO JUNE 2007 

 
ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 

All meetings commence at 9.30am 
Saturday 19th August 2006 

Saturday 16
th

 September 2006 

Saturday 21
st

 October 2006 
Saturday 18

th
 November 2006 

Saturday 16
th

 December 2006 
Saturday 20th January 2007 

Saturday 17
th

 February 2007 

Saturday 17
th
 March 2007 

Saturday 21
st

 April 2007 

Saturday 19
th
 May 2007 

Saturday 16
th
 June 2007 

 

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
All meetings commence 10.00pm 

Wednesday 11
th
 October 2006 

Wednesday 10
th
 January 2007 

Wednesday 11
th

 April 2007 

 
HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE 

All meetings commence 1.00pm 

Wednesday 9
th  

August 2006 
Wednesday 6

th
 September 2006 

Wednesday 11
th

 October 2006   
Wednesday 8

th
 November 2006 

Wednesday 6
th

 December 2006 

Wednesday 10
th

 January 2007 
Wednesday 7th February 2007 

Wednesday 7
th

 March 2007 
Wednesday 11

th
 April 2007 

Wednesday 9
th

 May 2007 

Wednesday 6
th

 June 2007 
 

    
Consultation:   
Councillors 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 

 
Statutory Environment:  
Local Government Act 1995 Subdivision 4 s5.26 & s5.29.   
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Policy Implications:    
Nil 

  
Financial Implications:   
Nil 

  
Strategic Implications:   

  Nil 
 

Voting Requirements:   
Simple Majority   

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
  Seconded: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 

That Council approved the above Meeting dates and times and authorise Council staff to 
place advertisement as per the Local Government Act requirement. 

            CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
 
At the meeting DCEO Ms Natalie Hope recommended that, due to Committee meeting clashes, that all 
Audit Committee meetings start at 10.00am and all Health, Building and Town Planning Committee 
meetings start at 1.00pm. The Schedule was adjusted accordingly. 
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10.1.3   SCHOOL OF THE AIR AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
 

FILE REF:       
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  14TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
  

 
 Attachments: 

Letter from Raelene Hall President School of the Air P & C Association 
Letter from Ian Longson, Director General, Department of Agriculture and Food 

 
Background:  
 
 
Comment: 
The attached letters are self explanatory.  The Ag Department is leaving Meekatharra and the 
School of the Air may look into that possibility. 
 
Clearly, this is of great concern and a trend that Council should be lobbying to stop. 
 
Raelene Hall and the School of the Air Principal Mr John McHale have been invited to lunch and 
discussions at Council’s August meeting.  Council can further discuss their problems and 
concerns then. 

 
Consultation:  
 

 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
NIL   

 
Strategic Implications: 
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NIL 
 

Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation 
That Council write to the Director General of the Department of Agriculture and Food 
stating that Council is very disappointed to here that the Department will ultimately be 
closing its office in Meekatharra.  Council is aware of the service and benefits that the 
department has provided to the district and is also very concerned that the Departments 
decision will cause the further decline of our town. 
 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
That Council write to the Director General of the Department of Agriculture and Food 
stating that Council is very disappointed to here that the Department will ultimately be 
closing its office in Meekatharra and request a meeting on the 20th Sept 2006.  Council is 
aware of the service and benefits that the department has provided to the district and is 
also very concerned that the Departments decision will cause the further decline of our 
town. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
 
Reason for change in recommendation – to also request meeting with Ag Dept. 
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10.1.4   DONATION AUSTRALIAS GOLDEN OUTBACK 
 

FILE REF:    T/45    
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  12th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
  

 
 Attachments: 
 Letter from Australia’s Golden Outback 31/5/06 
 Copy of page 46 “Meekatharra” from the “Holiday Planner 2006” 

 
Background:  
Council has previously paid membership of this organization of $35.00 per year.  We have also 
already paid $480 for an advertisement in the Autumn Holiday Liftout.  
 
Comment: 
Australia’s Golden Outback is offering Council  free membership (previously $35/year).  They 
also have asked Council to donate/contribute $2000 “to help this project continue to provide 
extensive information on our region to prospective travelers”. 
 
There is no indication as to what benefits or value, if any, council  will  derive from this quite 
substantial donation. 
 
The organizations “flagship” Holiday Planner is supported by Tourism Western Australia and 
has numerous paid advertisements within it. 
 
Staff consider that this organization should be able to operate successfully without placing a 
financial burden on the numerous Local Governments within its area (covers about half of WA).  

 
Consultation:  
Natalie Hope DCEO 
www.australiasgoldenoutback.com 

 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  

 
Policy Implications: 
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NIL 
 

Financial Implications: 
Budget 2006/2007   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. M.D.E.Bain 
That Council; 
Write to Australia’s Golden Outback advising that “we accept your offer of free 
membership with thanks.  We will not, however be making a donation/contribution of 
$2000 as requested.  Council will continue to consider the merits of any advertising 
opportunities with Australia’s Golden Outback as they arise.” 

            CARRIED 6/0 
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Natalie Hope declared an interest in the following agenda item 10.1.5 
 
10.1.5   MEEKATHARRA RUBBISH REMOVAL CONTRACT 
 

FILE REF:     R/50     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Natalie Hope DCEO – Financial  

  DATE OF REPORT:  14th July 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
 
 Attachments: 
 

Background:  
Council has previously resolved the following in relation to a new Rubbish contract; 
 

authorise the CEO to engage a consultant to prepare tender documents, specifications and 
a new contract for the Meekatharra Refuse Collection and Ancillary Services (the CEO is 
to seek estimates from at least 3 suitable consultants).  

 
incur the costs of this consultancy service in the 2006 -2007 financial year and include 
these costs in the forthcoming budget for that year. 

 
 
Comment: 
The Tender Specifications and the new contract will be based on the Draft contract that was 
presented to Council at its May meeting. 
 
Given that Council now own two rubbish trucks, clear direction is needed as to how these trucks 
will fit into the tender process and contract. 
 
Council has three basic options: 
1. The trucks aren’t included as part of the tender process and contract which will most likely 

mean that Council will sell the trucks separately and outright.  This option could limit the 
number of people who submit a tender (potential contractors who don’t own their own truck 
may not submit a tender) 

2. The trucks are included as a compulsory part of the tender process and contract.  This option 
could also limit the number of people who submit a tender (potential contractors who want to 
supply their own truck may not submit a tender). 
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3. The trucks are included as an optional part of the tender process and contract.  This option 
will provide Council with the maximum number of tender applications. 

 
Council should note at this time that Cecil Lane, councils Town Works Foreman has expressed 
his interest in operating the rubbish service as an employee of Council.  In terms of short term 
administration costs this is Council’s lowest cost option (no tender process, contract, consultant 
costs etc). 
 
Council has, however, clearly expressed its desire to keep the rubbish service under contract.  

 
Consultation:  
 

 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Govt Act 1995 Section 3.57 – Tenders for providing goods or services 
Local Govt (Functions and General) Regulations Part 4    

 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
Expense 2006/2007 budget  

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. H.Nichols 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
That Council go to tender based on the Draft Rubbish Removal Contract that was 
presented to Council at its May 2006 meeting and that the tender specifications offer 
purchase of Council’s two Rubbish Trucks as an option with the offered amount for the 
trucks to be clearly and separately stated in the tender documents. 

            CARRIED 6/0 
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10.1.6   CEO’S STATUS REPORTS 
 

FILE REF:       
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  14TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 

Summary:  
 
 
 Attachments: 
 Two Status reports 
 

Background:  
 
 
Comment: 
The CEO has compiled two status reports.  One that addresses the status of Council Decisions 
and another that lists tasks and projects that will involve the CEO’s time. 
 
These reports will provide Councillors and staff with a valuable management tool and progress 
information. 
 
Clearly the time taken to achieve these tasks will very much depend on the staffing levels that 
can be achieved after restructuring. 
 
Once the budget is adopted it is likely the projects contained in the budget will further add to the 
lists of tasks and projects. 

  
• The CEO, Roy McClymont asked that it to be noted that this list was in no way intended as a 

reflection on the previous CEO or administration. He said that given the projects under  
way, previous administration had done well to achieve what they had. 

  
Consultation:  
Peter Strugnell 

 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL  
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Policy Implications: 
NIL 

 
Financial Implications: 
NIL   

 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. B.A.O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr. H.Nichols 
That Council accepts the Status Reports as presented by the CEO and that these reports be 
regularly updated and included in the Agenda for each Council meeting. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
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Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr.S.R.Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
That the Council meeting be adjourned at 11.50 am for lunch  
            CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. S.R.Bajrai 
That the Council meeting be reopened at 12.45pm. 
            CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
 
9.7 BUDGET 2006/2007 

 
9.7.1  DRAFT BUDGET 2006/2007 
FILE REF:    B/25 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 

  DATE OF REPORT:  11TH JULY 2006 
  AUTHOR:    NATALIE HOPE 

 DEPUTY CEO  

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
  SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT 
       CHIEF EXECUTVE OFFICER 

  SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
 

Summary:  
This report refers to the DRAFT Budget papers for consideration for the 2006/07 budget. 

 
Background:  
The Draft Budget is as attached as appendix 1 for discussion at the Council meeting Saturday 
15th July 2006. 

  
Comment:  
Although the notes attached with each schedule may be difficult to understand at present – full 
explanations will be provided at the Council meeting. 
 
Consultation:  

 Roy McClymont - Chief Executive Officer 
 All Councillors 
 L.P.Strugnell - Consultant 
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 K.E.Anderson – Consultant  
 

Statutory Environment: 
 Local Government Act 1995 – Section 6.2 Annual Budget   
 

Policy Implications:  
 NIL 
 

Financial Implications: 
 Major Financial document for the year 
 

Strategic Implications: 
 Budget has positive implications 
 

Voting Requirements: 
 Absolute Majority 

Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
Moved: Cr. N.L.Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr. B.R.Bajrai 
That the draft budget be received as presented and the necessary additions and deletions 
be included. 
          CARRIED 6/0 
   
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 164 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 165 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 166 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 167 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 168 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 169 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 170 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 171 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 172 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 173 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 174 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 175 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 176 

  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 177 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 178 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 179 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 180 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 181 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 182 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 183 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 184 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 185 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 186 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 187 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 188 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 189 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 190 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 191 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 192 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 193 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 194 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 195 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 196 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 197 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 198 

  



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 199 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 15
th 

JULY 2006 
  Page 200 

 

9.7.2 DIFFERENTIAL RATES 
 
LOCATION:    N/A  
APPLICANT:   N/A 
FILE REF:    R/ 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:    NIL  
DATE OF REPORT:  7TH JULY 2006  

 AUTHOR:     NATALIE HOPE 
      DEPUTY CEO 

  SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:      
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUITVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
      

 
Summary:  
This report is to raise Councils awareness for the need to resolve and  
advertise the requirement of adopting differential rates. 
 
Background:   
The Local Government Act allows Local Government to impose  
differential rates according to any, or a combination, of the following  
characteristics – 
(a) the purpose for which the land is zoned under a local 
planning scheme in force under the Planning and 
Development Act 2005; 
(b) the predominant purpose for which the land is held or 
used as determined by the local government; 
(c) whether or not the land is vacant land; or 
(d) any other characteristic or combination of characteristics 
prescribed. 
For a number of years now Council has imposed a differential for Mining  
and pastoralist according to note (b) listed above. 
 
Differential rating requires the differential rate to be advertised, al lowing  
electors and ratepayers a time and place to inspect the objects and reasons  
for the proposed rate.  After considering any submissions, Council can  
then resolve to impose the rate.   
This is carried out when adopting the budget. 
 
Council has previously adopted the practice of increasing the rate in the dollar by CPI each year. 
But in saying that last year reduced the Pastoralists Rate in the dollar due to the unforseen rental 
increased imposed by the Valuer Generals Office.  
Unfortunately the rate in the dollar was reduced to an amount which did not comply with the 
Local Government Act without receiving prior approval from Minister.  
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We were advised of this non compliance at our recent audit and although numerous requests 
have been written to both the Minister for Local Government (at the time) John Bowler and the 
Local Government Director General Cheryl Gwill iam and still to date no approval has been 
forthcoming. We have since been advised that we now need Governor approval. 
 
This places Council in a position of either revising the pastoralist rate in the dollar back up to 
comply with the Local Government Act or attempting to obtain Ministerial approval before 
running the rates for the 2006/2007 year, knowing that if Ministerial approval is not obtained 
Pastoralist rate in the dollar will have to increase at a rate of 50%.  
Also keeping in mind that a reason has to be given for the rate being twice the lowest differential 
general rate imposed by it.  
In other words why do we charge Pastoralist 0.313cents in the dollar and mining 0.98000 cents 
in the dollar.  
 
Should Council consider doing away with differential and still want to achieve the same rate 
revenue as in 2005/2006 this would result in a reduction of mining revenue from $1,037,290 to 
$946,682 and an increase in Pastoral Revenue from $54,565 to $145,178. 
 
As in all years the cost of doing business increases. In the current financial year (2005/2006) 
Council will be aware of the massive increases in the cost of fuel.  Council’s basis fuel cost alone 
has risen from $ 238,000 to  
$ 270,000. Additionally the cost of fuel has resulted in increases for all Council’s materials, 
freight etc. 
 
Attached is the rate model showing various % increases and what income this would 
generate, Council will need to consider the draft budget and then calculate the rates needed 
to be raised to work out the rate in the dollar to be charge in 2006/2007.  
 
Comment:  
The following Discounts, Penalties and Incentives will apply as per previous years. 
Discounts 
Council does not provide a discount for early payment of rates. 
Penalties. 
Regulation 70 of the Financial Management Regulations provide for a maximum amount of 13% 
that can be applied to overdue Rates and Service charges. Rates are overdue thirty five days after 
service of the notice. 
Council's current penalty percentage is 10 percent. 
There is no increase proposed for this budget.  
Incentives. 
Installment Plans 
The Local Government Act 1995 requires Council to offer ratepayers the option of paying in full.  
Bi-annual or quarterly instalments.  
Instalment plans are offered for amounts above $200.00 When choosing to pay by instalments 
ratepayers incur an additional charge of a) Administration Fees and  
b) interest charged on outstanding monies. 
Regulations 68 of the Financial Management Regulations provide for a maximum amount of 
6.5% that can be applied to outstanding instalments. There is no maximum administration 
charge. 
Council's current Administration Fee is $5.00 per instalment per reminder notice. 
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There is no increase proposed for this budget  
Council's current Interest Charge is 5.5 percent calculated daily by simple interest. 
There is no increase proposed for this budget  

    
Consultation:   
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Keith Anderson – Consultant 
L.P.Strugnell – Consultant 
  
Statutory Environment:   

 Local Government Act 1995 – Differential Rating  
 

Policy Implications:  
Nil   

 
Financial Implications:   
Draft Budget 2006/2007 

  
Strategic Implications:   

   
 

Voting Requirements:   
Absolute Majority 

 
  Officer Recommendation/Council Decision 
  Moved: Cr. N.L. Trenfield 
  Seconded: CR. B.A.O’Dwyer 

1. That the following rates be recommended for adoption for the period 01 July 2006 to 
30 June 2007  
• Differential Rate - Gross Rental Value - General  - 0.091099 cents in the Dollar 
• Differential Rate - Unimproved             - Pastoral    - 0.050000 cents in the Dollar 
• Differential Rate - Unimproved   - Mining      - 0.094721 cents in the Dollar 
• Minimum   Rate - Gross Rental Value    - $130.00 per assessment. 
• Minimum   Rate - Unimproved                - $130.00 per assessment  

 
2. That the following be recommended to Full Council for adoption for the period 01 July 

2006 to 30 June 2007. 
• Council charge a 10% penalty charge per annum calculated by simple interest on rates 

paid after the 35th day of service of the rate notice in accordance with the local 
Government Act 1995. 

• Council charge a $5.00 Administration Fee for per remittance notice per instalment for 
rates levied in the 2006 - 2007 financial year in accordance with the local Government 
Act 1995. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
Nil 
 

12. CLOSURE OF MEETING: 
PRESIDENT CR. T.R.HUTCHINSON THANKED THOSE PRESENT FOR THEIR 
ATTENDANCE DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 3.50PM.  
 


