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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The President Cr T R Hutchinson declared the meeting open at 9.30am. 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, omission or 
statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only rely on 
written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) days of this 
Meeting 
 
The President Cr T R Hutchinson read allowed the disclaimer. 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr T R Hutchinson     (President) 
Cr B A O’Dwyer      (Vice President) 
Cr S R Bajrai 
Cr A G Burrows 
Cr H Nichols 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont      (CEO) 
Cameron Watson     (CDSM) 
 
Apologies 
Cr N L Trenfield 
Cr R Howden 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
NIL 
 
Observers 
NIL 
 

3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
NIL 
 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
NIL 
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5. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Moved:  Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded:  Cr S Bajrai 
 
That Cr H Nichols be allowed leaved of absence for the October 13, 2007 Council Meeting. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD AUGUST 18, 2007 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, August 18, 2007 be 
confirmed. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD AUGUST 9, 2007 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday, August 9, 2007 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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6.3 MEEKATHARRA FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD JULY 10, 
2007 & AUGUST 6, 2007 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Festival Management Committee Meeting held 
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Festival Management Committee Meeting held 
Monday, August 6, 2007 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

7. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATION/ SUBMISSIONS 
NIL 
 
 

8. ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 
President Cr T R Hutchinson announced that he attended the Murchison Zone Strategy Group 
meeting held in Cue Friday September 7, 2007 and gave a brief report on the meeting. 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – AUGUST 2007 
 
 
To start this month off we have just kicked up the basket ball nights with Karalundi 
again. Having taken a short break off for school holidays, and the fact that it was too 
cold, I am delighted to have started getting more physical activities going on again. 
Talking of this the footy season and netball season is coming up to the grand finals. 
This has been a very interesting eye opener, as the kids do not seem to want to train, 
it has been quite an adventure to keep them interested and involved. Serious 
consideration must be taken into account for next year. A few ideas are in the air at 
the moment as to how many times a month they should play. (It is not easy to find 
volunteers and even harder to keep the ones we do have!!). 
 
The cooking nights have still been ‘Quite the hit’ with the youths as they are very keen 
to learn cooking. Not only to have this, they found a new way to show respect towards 
one another. This is a massive achievement on their behalf as there was nothing 
much there before. (Maybe down the track they might start showing a whole lot more 
respect to others in the community) this is one of the biggest things as ‘respected 
leaders’ we must show and pass on! 
 
The youth centre itself can do with more interested volunteers to help out which is 
something I have been trying to get on track. Ministry of Justice, Mission Australia and 
myself have been talking, and with any luck, we might be able to get some 
volunteering going on through these companies. 
 
Anthony Lloyd 
Recreation Officer 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr H Nochols 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
 
That the Community Development Officer/ Youth Centre report for August be received 

 
CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANICE’S REPORT – AUGUST 2007 
P108 – CAT grader: 
I have just received the computer download of this machine. It has been overheated plus it has 
been coasted in neutral. This is not good as the transmission pump can not circulate the oil 
properly and will result in severe transmission damage. 
Roy McClymont has a copy of this report. 
 
P24 – Kubota Genset: 
Genset on P357 caravan on drop deck low loader. 
This genset has been left running while unit is being transported, resulting in a radiator 
blockage, also causing the oil level to fluctuate and oil shut down sensor trying to shut the 
engine down. The throttle idle switch is being left in the ‘flat out’ position instead of being 
turned down which is causing the genset to rev up when under load and then drop back to idle 
when not under load, placing the motor under much stress. (This is not the case with the 
current operator, but has been in the past). 
 
P373 – Hino Ranger Crew Cab Truck 
I have set this maintenance truck up with tyre levers, patches and all aspects for tyre repairs to 
stop the crew running into town for tyre repairs (have had this happen twice), also they mat 
think twice and watch were they are driving if they have to do their own repairs. It is costing 
far too much for increasing tyre repairs. 
There will be no more hand tools supplied to this vehicle as they are constantly being lost and 
the crew do not know how to look after them. 
 
All other equipment is OK and all services are up to date. Major repairs are being carried out 
on side tippers at the moment before they go out again. This will not interfere with the current 
operation of road works. There is a fair amount of maintenance to be carried out on camp 
equipment and will the completed by the time the road crew are ready to go camping again. 
 
 
 
Geoff Osborn 
Contract Plant Mechanic 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr S Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
 
That the Contract Plant Mechanic’s report for August 2007 be received 
 

CARRIED 5/0 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 2007 
Page 7 

9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2007 
 
 
Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Aircraft landings and fuel through put show a large increase on  last month although 
slightly down on August last year.   Jet sales were increased due to bad weather 
conditions in Perth and Avgas sales show a large increase due to the presence of the 
aerial mapping contractors (Thomsons & UTS) working out of Meeka. 
 
     August 2007   August 2006 
General Aircraft Landed:  196    230 
Avgas Fuel Sold:   32601 litres   24034   litres 
Jet Fuel Sold:   91014 litres   106954  litres 
Total Fuel Sold   123,705 litres  130,988  litres 
R.F.D.S. Aircraft Landed:  71    76 
 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 

• General weeding mowing of lawns, garden maintenance 
• Dragging and rolling the gravel runway to create a smooth finish along entire 

length 
• Sweeping loose stone from outer sides of sealed runway 
• General maintenance of facilities and equipment 
• Work has commenced on the upgrade of the fire service with old pipe work 

being exposed and some pipe laid out in the trench dug by the contractor 
installing optic fibre to RFDS hangar 

• Quarterly runway light service and maintenance was also completed 
 
 
Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

• The 09/27 runway shoulders are scheduled for a re-seal sometime in the near 
future. The outer sections of this runway are also stripping due to the age of the 
bitumen. I believe that an enrichment seal (fog spray) to the affected area 
would be a very quick and economical solution to this problem and would also 
liven up the old seal. The centre section of the runway is holding up well with 
no sign of undue stone loss. (A grant application from the RADS funding for 
this work is being completed and hopefully we will recover 50% of the 
total costs.) 
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• The tiling job in the terminal toilets has not been finished off properly. The grout 
has not been entirely removed during the clean up process and as a result it is 
impossible to make the floors look clean. I have notified the CEO and he has 
made contact with the contractor to come and rectify the situation however this 
work is still outstanding. (Work has commenced on this job with the male 
toilet being finished last week.  By the time this report is tabled, the 
female toilet should also be done.) 
 

• The long awaited airconditioner has been installed and commissioned and 
handed over for use.  The stand requires a slap of paint to match it into the 
colour of the terminal wall. 

 
 

Aerodrome Security: 
 

• Final changes have been carried out to the ASIC program and submitted to 
DOTARS for approval. 

• An order has been raised to engage a consultant to audit the Transport 
Security Plan and hopefully this should be carried out by months end. 
 

2007/2008 Budget Items 
 

Since arriving back, I have been busy working on commencement of a number of 
projects related to the new budget. 
 
Orders have been written for the following: 

 
• Alterations to the Illuminated Wind Indicator to conform to CASA standards. 

(This job will be completed by Murchison Electrics before the end of the 
month). 
 

• Remove old 3 foot cyclone mesh fence from alongside terminal and replace it 
with pool fencing left over from the previous security job. 
 

• Electric hand dryers received for use in the toilets. (Currently awaiting 
electrician to install power outlets). 
 

• Quotes have been called for the supply of runway line marking machine. 
 

• Bill Johns has been asked to prepare a quote on the replacement of the old 
asbestos fence around the workshop. 
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General Summary: 
 
Reith MacLeod relieved as Airport Manager for 5 weeks during my absence and 
during his time here managed the place very well.  It was pleasing to come back and 
see that the regular jobs had been carried out and that initiative had been used to plan 
and carry out other work that was required. 
 
Recent news from Network Aviation is that Nifty Coppermine runway is currently under 
re-construction.  It is being extended and sealed to take larger aircraft. Network 
currently fly 21 Brazilia aircraft to Nifty each week, a number of those stopping in at 
Meeka for fuel.  Once the runway has been upgraded at Nifty, Network will be flying 
Boeing 737 500 aircraft into Nifty which will mean that they will not be calling into 
Meeka for fuel. 
 
This will have a huge impact on our revenue of landing fees and fuel sales.  It is 
proposed that the new set up is due to commence during February 2008. 
 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
7th September 2007 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report for August 2007 be received 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.4 RANGER/SECURITY OFFICER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2007 
 
Ranger Services: 
 
The month of August has been a very busy one. 22 dogs have been impounded. Three of these 
have been released to their owners after being registered. Two of them were pups which have 
since been re-housed. The remaining 17 dogs have been destroyed. 
 
People are continuing to take there dogs to the shops and let them wander up and down the 
street. I will be issuing infringement notices to the main offenders and hopefully this will deter 
them from doing this in the future. 
 
Letters are being sent to every household to let people know the Shire will arrange for pick up 
of all unwanted animals. 
 
Security: 
 
There have been three alarm call outs this month. When I attended the scene all was in order. 
Maybe insects or mice have been setting them off. 
 
Children are becoming more of a problem late in the evenings due to the weather warming up. 
I am still checking all council properties on my patrols. 
 
Littering: 
 
There is still a major problem with litter in the streets and on the lawn areas. I will keep a close 
eye on the problem and try to get the offenders to clean up their own mess. 
 
Peace Gorge is still a litter problem area also. Maybe we could change the types of bins we 
supply in the area to metal suspended bins with mesh lids on them like the roadside stopping 
areas have. This would remove the problem of litter being strewn about by birds and animals. I 
could line these with garbage bags and service them on my regular patrols. 
 
 
Steve Kelly 
Ranger Services 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr S Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That the Ranger’s report for August 2007 be received 
 

CARRIED 5/0
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are presented to 
Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if funds can 
be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to Meeka 
Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads within the 
shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter written to funding agencies 
 
Letter written to Dept Land Information 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, that no 
submissions were received by closing dates, Water Corp had no 
objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for Land 
Admin permanently close the laneway and portions adjoining be 
amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no objections to lots being 
converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that Council 
doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 3917, 
Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water Pipe Tracks 
and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In 
progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  Advise 
Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no objections to sale 
of Lot 922, however Council has interest in old building situated at in 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 

 
Complete 
In 
progress 
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North West corner of lot.  Request CEO to advise St Barbara Mines 
that Council may be interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station 
Masters house on Lot 922. 

advised Health Dept that Council may 
have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

      
18/11/06 9.3.4 Domestic Violence Service 

Council advise Minister for Family & Children’s Services that it does 
not have the capacity to continue as Service Provider for 
Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service.  This service 
will cease at the latest 30/09/07 
Council also to suggest the Minister investigate legal capacity of LG 
Authorities to act as Service Providers under these types of 
agreements. 

CEO/ 
CDO 

 
 
Letter sent to Minister (DCD) 27/11/06 
 
CEO to liaise with DCD towards 
termination of agreement 

 
 
Complete 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/12/06 9.3.1 Property Valuation Project 

Council arrange to take up the opportunity as it is not only a major 
saving in respect of valuation costs but it also gives Council 
assurance that all property assets will carry the most up to date 
sums insured.  

DCEO  
Email to LGIS 20/12/06 

 
 

      
15/12/06 9.3.2 Bush Fire Insurance 

Staff summarise info and send a circular to all Station 
Owners/Occupiers advising of their responsibilities and the cover 
provided under Council’s insurance policy. 
Staff request clear written confirmation from insurer that our current 
structure will allow for the successful claims and clarify the 
necessary operational processes that are required in order for a 
claim to be successful. 

CEO   

      
15/12/06 9.5.1 Lease of Lot 742 Res 45037 

Council renew lease of Lot 742 Reserve 45037, Douglas St to RL & 
MA Bell for a further 5 years on the same terms and conditions as 
the previous leases and subject to the prior approval of the Minister 
for Land Information. 
Council collects rent arrears not previously billed in accordance with 
clause 4.1 of lease document for the period of the previous lease 
and that staff make arrangements to ensure that an invoice is issued 
for annual rent in accordance with the lease. 
Council advise RL & MA Bell in writing of this decision enclosing a 
copy of the original agreement. 

CEO/ 
DCEO 

 
Letter with new lease documents sent to 
Mr Bell 22/12/06 
 
Signed copy of lease returned by Mr 
Bell 11/01/07 Sent to Dep Planning 
Amendment required Dep Planning –
done 
Docs returned & sent to Lessee 
Amount calculated, invoice to be issued 

 
Complete 
 
 
Complete 
 
 
 
Complete 
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15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 
Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure that 
Council and community groups who store items on the reserves can 
continue to do so with unrestricted access and also to ensure that 
Council secures the necessary access for the Heritage Trails 
interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised lease be presented to 
Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
15/12/06 9.5.4 Tender – Main Street Blackspot Improvements 

Decline to accept any of the tenders received and advise tenderers 
of this decision. 
Restrict the Blackspot improvements to the installation of a suitable 
pedestrian Island outside the swimming pool and on High Street 
outside the Corner Store and any other works that are considered 
effective and beneficial by the Works Group. 
Acknowledge that there may be a reduction in the Blackspot Grant 
and contact Main Roads to clarify this and any other issues that may 
arise as a result of this decision.  
Consider the Connaughton St/Great Northern Highway T Junction 
works during next years budget deliberations 

CEO  
 
Tenderers advised by Greenfields 
 
Revised design to Council 19/5/07 
Obtain permission to work on highway 
Plan & undertake works in conj with 
other   
Curbing works 
Main roads advised 12/01/07 
 
Quote received from Horizon Power 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete 

      
15/12/06 10.1.1 Meeka Heritage & Canyon Trail Project 

 
1. Seek clarification from Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd to define 

exactly what is meant by the term ‘directed’ in relation to the 
sentence “that being said Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd 
“without prejudice” waives the right of veto in allowing entry to 
the mining tenements by parties visiting the Meekatharra district 
and directed by the Meekatharra Shire to travel along the 
Heritage Trails” 

2. Produce detailed plans of the proposed Drive Trails clearly 
defining the routes with GPS readings at all strategic points. 

3. Obtain written approval from pastoral lessees, mining tenement 
holders and any other interested parties for the proposed trail 
routes. 

4. Negotiate the State Land on the possibility and process of 
having the proposed drive trails declared Public Access Routes. 

5. Approach the State Land Services seeking advice on the 
process of having Water Reserve 8601 vested in the 
Meekatharra Shire Council. 

CDO  
 
Letters sent to Mercator Gold, Dept 
Planning and Infrastructure & LG 
Insurance Scheme 22/12/06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 
progress 
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6. Commence discussions with Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd on 
a staged and structured project to re-establish the Norrie 
Homestead and other infrastructure contained in Water Reserve 
8601. 

7. Establish what funding sources are available to undertake the 
restoration works at Norrie. 

8. Inform Council’s insurer of the Drive Trail proposals to obtain 
details of any effect it may have on Council’s public liability 
exposure and that Council takes the necessary action to 
complete the Town Walk Trail and the Three Drive Trails by the 
end of April 2007 

 
 
Insurers Rep visited and is aware of 
project 
 

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is becoming 
uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. The works could be 
done by our own staff or could be subcontracted out.  

CEO/ 
Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town Crew 
 

In 
Progress 
 

      
17/2/07 9.3.2 Meekatharra Airport – Operation Review 

The current Airport Manager has indicated his intention to resign with 
the aim of finishing about June 2007, although he is flexible. As the 
current method of operation places enormous demands on the 
Airport Manager and cannot continue, Council should take this 
opportunity to discuss the options for managing and operating the 
airport.  
Options: 

1. (a) Council call for Tenders to engage a suitable contractor, 
subject 
      to both Air BP and Mobil fuel agreeing to engage the 
same 
      contractor. 

        (b) Authorise CEO , in consultation with the Shire President, 
                Airport Manager & Council’s Lawyers to draft tender 
                documents and a contract and call for Tenders. 
        (c)  Authorise the CEO to liaise with Mobil and Air BP 
concerning 
                the letting of their contracts to the successful tenderer. 

CEO Tender and contract documents are with 
Council’s lawyers 

Complete 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 

CDO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Lotterywest will not transfer the 

funds and monies have been 

In 
progress 
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transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been written to 
the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply has been 
received. Council decided to seek the additional funding required to 
complete the Drive Trail. 

returned. Another grant 
application will be submitted in 
June.  

- Regional Development 
Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that other 
funding is secured and any 
changes to budget are also 
submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure Funding 
Program: confirmation not yet 
received as several queries are 
unable to be answered at this 
stage.  

      
17/2/07 10.3 Plan for the Future 

Local Governments are required to ‘Plan for the Future of the 
district’.  

CEO/ 
DCEO 

Staff to draw up a ‘Plan for the Future’ 
with reference to the public 
questionnaire results. 

Complete 

      
17/3/07 9.3.3 Adoption of Local Laws 

As our local laws range from 1916 to 1998 in age Council decided to 
repeal them all and make new ones. Public comment was advertised 
for and as there was no submissions after the expiry date this 
process was commenced in March 2005. Due to anticipated changes 
to local laws by the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development, Council resolved to ‘let the matter lay’ until these 
changes were finalised 

DCEO To be gazetted In 
progress 

      
17/3/07 9.5.1 Regeneration of areas of the Meekatharra landfill site 

City and Regional Waste Management Services has made an offer 
to bring all plant and equipment required to Meekatharra to 
regenerate the tipping area. This is in line with the Government 
‘push’ towards Zero Waste 2020 policy. 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

City & regional waste booked In 
progress 

      
17/3/07 9.5.2 Purchase of Lot 205 Hill Street Meekatharra 

The Shire of Meekatharra is to enter into negotiations to purchase 
the abovementioned property. 

CEO/ 
DCEO 

Negotiations complete, contract signed Complete 

      
19/5/07 9.2.4 Meekatharra Aquatic Centre – Annual Report 

Contract Aquatic Services (CAS) recommended new surface 
CEO Email Cameron to allow in Budget 

 
Actioned 
21/5/07 
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coating, roof over change rooms, install 2nd hand diving board and 
general maintenance during winter closure. 

Order dive board 
 
Contact Matt (CAS) - firm quote 

Actioned 
21/5/07 
In 
progress 

      
19/5/07 9.2.5 Grants Commission Hearing Presentation 

Request Council authorise Ray Hadlow to prepare this report for 
Council 

DCEO Ray Hadlow appointed Complete 

      
19/5/07 9.3.1 Amendment to Policy 5.7 – Council Crossovers DCEO Policy amended Complete 
      
19/5/07 9.4.5 Justice System in Meekatharra 

Cr Trenfield requested the matter of justice, or the perceived lack of 
it, in Meekatharra be discussed by Council. As a result of discussion 
it was decided Council would invite the local Magistrate, Sue 
Richards, to meet with Council representatives to discuss this matter 
& write to the Attorney General advising him of Council’s 
disappointment at the justice system in Meekatharra. 

CEO Invitation to Sue Richards 
 
Letter to Attorney General 

Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.6.2 Goldfields Highway Meekatharra-Wiluna Section 

Council discussed the possibility of the above highway being 
bitumenised and resolved to write to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure requesting a program and timeline for this project. 
Write to the Shire of Wiluna requesting they write to the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure also. A letter is to be written to Barry 
Haase MP seeking his support for the road upgrade. 

CEO Write letter to Minister Plan & 
Infrastructure 
 
Write to Shire of Wiluna 
 
Write to Barry Haase MP 

Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 

      
16/6/07 9.2.6 Renewal of Lease – Meekatharra aerodrome equipment room 

Council has been requested to renew current lease agreement for 
part of building 128 at the Meekatharra Aerodrome to Airservices 
Australia for a further 5 years. 

DCEO Lease executed & sent to ASA Complete 

      
16/6/07 9.3.2 Resignation Cr A Smith – Election Arrangements 

Council has written to DLGRD requesting they to whatever action 
necessary to avoid the Shire of Meekatharra holding an election in 
October 2007 for an office of Council for a two year term. 

CEO Letter to LGAE 
 
Emailed DLGRD 

Actioned 
18/6/07 
Actioned 
18/6/07 

      
16/6/07 9.5.1 Non-compliance with Health Notice 

The owner of Lots 419 & 1003 Railway Street Meekatharra Mr 
Boksmati has previously been issued notice to clean up the before 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

Blocks cleaned up awaiting costs to 
invoice owner 
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mentioned properties under the Health Act.1911 As Mr Boksmati has 
breached the act by not complying Council will now move to have the 
work completed and all associated costs will be charged to Mr 
Boksmati. 

16/6/07 9.5.2 Non compliance with Health Notice 
The occupier of Lot 620 has failed to comply with the Notice issued. 
Council authorises the CEO to call for quotes for carrying out the 
works and to engage a suitable contractor.   
 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

Quotes to be called  

      
16/6/07 9.5.3 Non compliance with Health Notice 

Lots 209 & 210 Darlot Street Meekatharra have both had demolition / 
unfit for human habitation notices issued on them but the notices 
were returned unopened. A company search was conducted under 
the name which the Shire records showed as owners of the property 
and found the company was no longer registered. Council must now 
advertise for the properties to be demolished or removed. 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

Quote accepted for the removal of 
buildings Demolition Licenses being 
issued. 

 

      
16/6/07 9.5.4 Zero Waste Plan 

The Shire write to WALGA and the Minister for the Environment 
reiterating comments made to WALGA. 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

Letters written  Complete 

      
16/6/07 10 Relocation of War Memorial/Cenotaph – 

Council permits the War Memorial to be moved to Paddy’s Flat in 
accordance with the Veteran’s Legion plan and at a cost of no more 
than $5,000. 

   

      
21.7.07 9.3.1 Disability Access & Inclusion Plan 

A Disability Access & Inclusion Plan has been developed for the 
Shire of Meekatharra in accordance with the Western Australia 
Disability Services Act 1993, and requires adoption by Council. 

CDO Plan submitted to Disability Services 
Commission 

Actioned 
23.7.07 

      
21.7.07 9.5.1 Removal/ Demolition Lots 209 & 210 Darlot Street 

4 quotes have been received re the above. The Committee will be 
recommending to Council that the following quotes be accepted: 
1.  D R Comyn & R Van Es, $9,500 for 210 Darlot St 
2.  P & D Garrett, $10,000 for 209 Darlot St 

CDSM/ 
EHO 

CDSM to write letters to successful 
bodies. 

Actioned 
7.8.07 

      
21.7.07 9.6.1 Meekatharra Aerodrome operations and management services 

tender 
CEO CEO to contact ML & GL Trenfield. Phoned & 

letter sent 
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Tender from ML & GL Trenfield Contracting Accepted. 23.7.07 
      
21.7.07 9.6.2 Supply of vehicle for Manager of Works & Services 

Resolved to purchase Mitsubishi Pajero GLX 
 

WSM/ 
CEO 

Order to be placed  

      
21.7.07 10.1.1 Election 2007 – Method of Casting Votes 

Council is required to decide whether to conduct this year’s election 
as a postal election 

CEO The election will be a ‘voting in person' 
election. 
NOTED: No action required. 

 

21.7.07 10.1.2 Policy Manual & Delegation Register Update 
The Policy Manual & Delegation Register need to be updated to 
take into account the position of Works & Services Manager. 

CEO Policy manual & delegation register 
amended. 
 

Actioned 
23.7.07 

      
21.7.07 10.1.4 Town Works Crew Resignation– Confidential Item CEO/ 

WSM 
Status quo to remain – 2 member town 
crew plus casual assistance as 
required.  Review as work loads 
change. 

Completed 

      
18.8.07 9.3.1 Council’s Register of Delegation’s was due for review by June 30, 

2007 
CEO Krys to update & advise Megan  

      
18.807 9.3.3 Policy manual update of Policy 4.2 – Procurement to be updated as 

it is impractical in remote areas such as Meekatharra. 
CEO Krys to update & advise May. Completed 

      
18.8.07 9.3.4 Advertising of Council meeting dates for 2007 - 2008 CDSM Cameron to place notice on town notice 

board & advertise in West Australian. 
Completed 

      
18.8.07 10.1.2 Donation to school Country Week 2007 CDSM   
      
18.8.07  Council wish to acknowledge work done with Visitor Survey by CDO 

Megan Alchin. 
CEO Letter to be sent to Megan Alchin – 

CDO 
Posted 
20.8.07 

      
18.8.07  Contact the Minister for Infrastructure & Main Roads Geraldton re 

State Budget & Wiluna Road 
CEO Letter to Minister. 

Email to Main Roads Geraldton. 
24.8.07 
24.8.07 

      
18.8.07  Invite Sgt Doug Holt to next Health, Building & Town Planning 

Committee meeting. 
CDSM Contact Sgt Holt Completed 

      
18.8.07  Request cost of pool tiles required from pool manager.. CEO Contact pool management service  
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2007 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11th SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 

(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial 
activity reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the 
annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following 
detail – 

 
(a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure 
incurred for an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement 
relates; 
(c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of 
the month to which the statement relates; 
(d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the 
statement relates. 

 
(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  

 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the 
month to which the statement relates, less committed assets and 
restricted assets; 
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(b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in 
sub-regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by 
the local government. 

 
(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  

 
(a) according to nature and type classification, 
(b) by program; or 
(c) by business unit. 

 
(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents 

referred to in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  

(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the 
end of the month to which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the 
meeting referred to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary 
meeting of the council after that meeting; 

  and 
 (b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 
(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or 

value, calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of 
financial activity for reporting material variances. 

 
(6) In this regulation –  

}committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the 
annual budget for a specific purpose; 
}restricted assets~ has the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
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Financial Implications: 
NIL 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That the financial report for the period ending August 31, 2007 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: D/15 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NI 
DATE OF REPORT: 10th SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
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Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded:  Cr S Bajrai 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 
August 31, 2007. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 2007 
Page 62 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 2007 
Page 63 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 2007 
Page 64 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 2007 
Page 65 

9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2007 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 10TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of 
its power to make payments from the municipal fund or the trust 
fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared each 
month showing each account paid since the last such list was 
prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 
(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each 

month showing – 
 

(a) each account which requires council authorization in that 
month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be 
presented. 
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(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of 

council after the list is prepared; and recorded in the minutes 
of that meeting. 

 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $423,757.48 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $           0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s VARIOUS  Amount: $           0.00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N Hichols 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows 
 
That Council receive the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

9.3.1 POLICY MANUAL – RECORDS MANAGEMENT POLICY 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: P/22 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 17TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR: MEGAN ALCHIN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
Summary: 
A Records Management Policy was initially developed in 2004 and was not 
included in the current Policy Manual, adopted in January 2007.  The policy 
requires adoption by Council under the State Records Act 2000.  
 
Background: 
Records management strategies need to be in place to allow efficient storage, 
identification and retrieval of all documents. 
 
Section 19 of the State Records Act 2000 states: 
 
Every government organization must have a record keeping plan that has been 
approved by the Commission under section 23. 
 
Comment: 
To comply with the State Records Commission, the Shire of Meekatharra is 
required to submit the Shire of Meekatharra’s Revised Recordkeeping Plan by 30 
October 2007. 
 
A draft Records Management Policy has been prepared and is shown as 
Attachment 1 to this item. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
State Records Act 2000 
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Policy Implications: 
Update of current Policy Manual 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That Council adopt the Records Management Policy for the Shire of 
Meekatharra. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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POLICY REVIEWED  

 JANUARY 2007 

  
POLICY:    RECORDS MANAGEMENT POLICY   
 
POLICY NO:   x.x 
 
SECTION:   ADMINISTRATION 
 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD: XX XXXXXX 2007 
 
DATE TO BE REVIEWED: DECEMBER 2009 

 
 

 
Background: 
 
Records identified as having archival value are to be retained in an approved archival 
repository or the Sate Records Office, as they have lasting value.  Archival value 
records may be those created as evidence of an administration where their value goes 
well beyond their day to day use.  These records may also document the history of an 
area and its population and the cultural and economic conditions under which they lived.  
Such records are a valuable resource for students or researchers in such areas as 
history, genealogy, social geography, economics, demography and planning. 
 
Policy Definition: 
 
To ensure the efficiency of the organisation by providing Related Procedures/systems 
that make work related information readily Notes/Documents identifiable and retrievable 
for councillors and staff. 
 
To establish and maintain a local Intermediate and Shire Archives storage area that 
meets the conditions specified by Australian Standard AS4390. 
 
To store, destroy and archive the Shire of Meekatharra’s public record according to the 
requirements of the General Disposal Authority for Local Government Records (1999) 
published by the State Records Office. 
 
To maintain a Disaster Recovery Repository offsite in a secure storage environment. 
 
Policy Procedure: 
 
Creation of Records:  All Elected members, staff and contractors will create full and 
accurate records, in the appropriate format, of the Shire of Meekatharra’s business 
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decisions and transactions to meet all legislative, business, administrative, financial, 
evidential and historical requirements. 
 
Capture & Control of Records:  All records created and received in the course of 
Shire of Meekatharra’s business are to be captured at the point of creation, regardless 
of format, with required metadata, into appropriate recordkeeping and business 
systems, that are managed in accordance with sound recordkeeping principles. 
 
Security & Protection of Records:  All records are to be categorised as to their level 
of sensitivity and adequately secured and protected from violation, unauthorized access 
or destruction, and kept in accordance with necessary retrieval, preservation and 
storage requirements. 
 
Access to Records:  Access to the Shire of Meekatharra’s records by staff and 
contractors will be in accordance with designated access and security classifications.  
Access to the Shire of Meekatharra’s records by the general public will be in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and Shire of Meekatharra policy.  
Access to the Shire of Meekatharra’s records by elected members will be via the Chief 
Executive Officer in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995. 
 
Designated Access:  The Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief Executive Officer and 
Customer Services Officers have access to records in relation to their position.  All other 
staff and shall be directed to the Chief Executive Officer to gain information held in 
records. 
 
Records Management:  All incoming mail shall be collected, classified, registered and 
distributed daily to all Officers; all outgoing mail is delivered to Australia Post daily. 
 
File Management: All documents are to be placed on their subject file within two (2) 
working days of receipt by the Customer Services Officer.  Files are maintained as per 
the filing index. 
 
Appraisal, Retention & Disposal of Records:  All records kept by the Shire of 
Meekatharra will be retained and disposed of in accordance with the General Disposal 
Authority for Local Government Records, produced by the State Records Office of WA. 
 
Document Management:  Council will maintain this policy that enables the efficient 
creation, retention, distribution, storage, retrieval and disposition of its documents in 
accordance with public record keeping guidelines.  Staff will appraise and manage all 
documents created and received by the organisation to enable an effective flow of work 
related information as required by officers to undertake their duties. 
 
All documents shall be filed in the appropriate file until such time as an archive program 
is undertaken. 
 
Documents of short or medium term value will be transferred to the intermediate storage 
area, and then destroyed according to the General Retention & Disposal Authority for 
Local Government by the prescribed method and at the prescribed time. 
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Documents of archival value will be transferred to either shire or state archives storage 
area, and then destroyed according to the General Retention & Disposal Schedule for 
Local Government at the prescribed time. 
 
Documents shall be retrieved from the Intermediate Storage area or Shire Archive by 
the next working day after the request is made. 
 
Records retention will be identified by a classification process at the time of creation or 
receipt of a document. 
 
Records Room:  A records room shall me maintained at the Shire of Meekatharra’s 
administration facility, in a sea-container located in the Shire Administration rear yard 
and Shire Depot. 
 
Manuals are provided for procedures and training in public record keeping / document 
management for shire staff will be undertaken as the opportunity arises. 
 
There are no instances where the procedures and guidelines of the State Records 
Office of WA are not followed. 
 
Record Keeping Plan:  All procedures are to be in conjunction with Councils RKP as 
submitted to the State Records Office 
 
Procedure Definitions: 
 
Public Record: 
The Public Record is defined as any record made or received by a public officer in the 
course of their duties.  It refers to all records regardless of format (which may be 
printed, electronic, graphic, audio, image etc).  A Public Officer is defined as “any 
council or municipality or other body constituted pursuant to the Local Government Act”. 
 
Intermediate Records: 
Are those (non-archival) records which are no longer frequently used by the Shire in the 
conduct of its activities and functions but have not reached their date of destruction.  
Such records may be held off-site at an intermediate records repository. 
 
Active Records: 
Records which are in frequent use and are required to document the current activities 
and administration of the Shire. 
 
Electronic Record: 
An electronic record is any record communicated and maintained by means of 
electronic equipment.  An electronic record may be defined as any information that is 
input into a computer system.  Electronic records may include data files and databases, 
machine readable indexes, word processing files, electronic spreadsheets, electronic 
mail and electronic messages, electronic facsimiles, internet and intranet systems.  
Electronic records should be appraised in the same way as paper-based records. 
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Metadata: 
“data about data” – that is, the data that must be captured alongside an electronic 
record that provides contextual information and supports its management and use.  
Examples of metadata include: date and time of creation and registration, author, 
document name, links to records related to the same sequence of business activity, and 
directory trees. 
 
Document Management: 
Is the systematic management of records through their creation, activity, disposal and 
storage process.  Any documents in all formats, including electronic and paper copies, 
maps and drawings, which have a business purpose appropriate to the administrative 
function of the council, are included in this definition. 
 
State Records Office: 
The State Records of WA is governed by the Library Board Act, with a responsibility to 
provide guidelines and procedures to government agencies for the management of the 
public record and a state archives facility for permanent storage of defined elements of 
that record. 
 
Archives: 
Approximately 5-10% of records have continuing value, and must be identified by the 
Customer Services Officer to be preserved for posterity.  Not all archival records are 
old, and not all records are archival.  Records identified by the General Disposal 
Authority Schedule that annotates their retention as ‘A’ (archive) are transferred to the 
State Records Office of WA for permanent storage. 
 
NB – State Archives retrieval is requested via the State Records Office of WA, and 
subject to their access and retrieval processes. 
 
Shire Archives: 
Shire records classified as archival should be those not duplicated elsewhere except the 
disaster recovery repository.  They are appraised according to the guidelines of the 
General Disposal Authority Schedule that annotates their retention as ‘P’ (permanent), 
and are transferred to the Shire Archive storage area. 
 
Intermediate Storage: 
Some shire records such as enquiries, accounts, etc are of short or medium term value, 
and are classified as temporary.  They are stored at the Shire Intermediate Storage 
area prior to controlled disposal according to the guidelines of the General Disposal 
Authority Schedule that annotates their retention as ‘D’.  
 
Terms Used in Disposal Action Column: 
General Disposal Authority for Local Government Records (1999) 
 

D This denotes that the records have temporary value and will  ultimately be 
 destroyed. 
P (within Local Government) This denotes records which do not have 
 archival  value but may be required for the life of the Shire. 
A This denotes that the records have archival value and must be 
 maintained forever. 
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Document References: 
General Disposal Authority for Local Government Records (1999) 
Australian Standard AS4390 
Records Disposal – A Handbook for Government Agencies (2000) 
State Records Commission – Standards 
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9.3.2 TENDER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEW STAFF HOUSING 
LOCATION NIL 
APPLICANT    NIL 
FILE REFERENCE   T/35 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL 
DATE OF REPORT   11TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR     CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
 
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 
 
Summary: 
This report makes a recommendation that up to 2 new staff houses be constructed. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
The Health, Building and Town Planning Committee along with Council have 
identified the need to improve the level of staff housing.  Currently Council owns 
15 houses that can be allocated to staff, 1 Single Persons Quarters that will have a 
capacity to accommodate 3 individuals on a short to medium term basis once 
renovations are complete and Consultants accommodation intended for the short 
term stays of individuals hired by Council on short term projects. 
 
Of the current staff housing owned by Council, the newest building built by 
Council is the current CEO’s house which was constructed in 1982.  The newest 
houses owned by Council are the 4 residences located in Regan Street, these 
where constructed by St Barbara Mines in 1985. 
 
Comment: 
Of the 15 houses available to for long term staff accommodation only 2 are 
currently vacant, one of these has been allocated for the use of the new Works & 
Services Manager and the other has been reported as having a leaking roof.  
Additionally, the Single Persons Quarters would have to be classified as 
uninhabitable in its current condition although a tender, closing on the 14th 
September, has been issued for the renovation of this facility. 
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Recently Council purchased 2 properties in Hill Street for the purpose of future 
construction of staff housing and have allocated $585,673 towards the 
construction of new staff housing in the 2007/08 budget.  The original intention 
was for this money to be placed in Reserve with the construction of housing to 
take place once sufficient funds where available, however there is an identified 
need for new staff housing and as such it is felt that construction of up to 2 new 
staff houses should be implemented immediately. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Norm Trenfield – Chairman, Health, Building & Town Planning Committee. 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Section 3.57 of the Local Government Act  
Part 4 of the Local Government (Functions and General) Regs 1996 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The 2007/08 budget has an allowance of $585,673 for the construction of new 
staff housing.  Enquires have indicated that this amount should be adequate to 
construct up to 2 new dwellings. 
 
As the 2007/08 budget included the above amount as a transfer to the property 
reserve, the budget will have to be amended with an appropriate amount being 
transferred to the Capital Housing section of the current budget. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That Council 
 
1. endorses the production of tender documentation for the construction of 

up to 2 new executive style staff houses and for the advertising and 
issuing of the tender documents; and 

2. that the 2007/08 budget be amended so as the amount of the successful 
tender be transferred from the Unclassified section of Schedule 14 – 
Other Property & Services to the Capital section of Schedule 9 – Housing 
under Staff Housing. 

 
CARRIED 5/0 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 

9.5.1 PUBLIC TOILETS 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: C/45/36 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 17TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:  MEGAN ALCHIN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
Summary: 
Due to high levels of vandalism, it is recommended that the Public Toilets remain 
locked during week days with users being instructed to obtain a key from the 
Shire Office. 
 
Background: 
A large amount of money and time is spent on the Public Toilets through high 
levels of vandalism during opening hours. Those responsible for cleaning have 
shown large amounts of frustration at the state of these toilets each day and the 
level of cleaning required to have them presentable for use. 
 
Examples of vandalism include clogging toilets with toilet paper and spreading 
paper throughout the toilets, damaging toilet doors and light switches, and using 
the facility for its purpose but not specifically the toilet. 
 
Comment: 
By having the Public Toilets locked during week days with a key available at the 
Shire, it is envisioned that vandalism will be reduced as in theory, only those who 
need to use the facility will make the effort to come into the Shire Office to 
collect a key. 
 
A simple record including name and contact number will be kept at the Shire to 
ensure that keys are returned and can be traced if the user fails to return them. A 
large key ring will be attached to prevent users placing the key in their pocket and 
forgetting about it. 
 
The Public Toilets are open on the weekends and would remain open as per usual. 
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Consultation: 
Cameron Watson – A/ Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
NIL 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That Council approve the closure of the Public Toilets on week days and 
have a user sign-out a key at the Shire Office, as a measure to reduce current 
levels of vandalism. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.5.2 HOUSE NUMBERS 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: S/50 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 17TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:  MEGAN ALCHIN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
Summary: 
Many of the houses in town do not have a house or lot number displayed. Peter 
Collis has offered to paint the numbers in front of each house provided that 
Council supplies all the necessary materials. 
 
Background: 
A number of complaints have been received from various organisations and 
individuals regarding the lack of visible numbering of houses in Meekatharra. 
Services such as Police and St John Ambulance often struggle to find houses that 
they have been called to. 
 
Comment: 
In order to achieve conformity throughout the town, it is recommended that each 
lot is numbered by painting the number on the curb in front of the lot. Luminous 
paint would be recommended to aid visibility at night time. 
 
Each lot in Meekatharra has been assigned both a lot number and a street number. 
The majority of agencies use lot numbers as a term of reference and therefore it is 
recommended that lot numbers as apposed to street numbers be painted on the 
curb in front of each lot. 
 
Peter Collis has volunteered to do the manual work involved in painting the lot 
numbers free of charge and therefore the only expense involved would be the 
materials including paint and stencils. 
 
Consultation: 
Cameron Watson – A/ Chief Executive Officer 
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Statutory Environment: 
NIL 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
Cost of materials required for painting lot numbers. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 
1. approve the painting of lot numbers on the curb in front of each lot; 
2. provide all necessary materials and instructions to carry-out painting; 

and 
3. accept the offer from Peter Collis to provide the manual work involved 

with painting lot numbers, free of charge. 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr S Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
 
After formalizing property street addressing in Meekatharra through the 
Department of Land Information that Council: 
 
1. approve the painting of house numbers on the curb in front of each house 

after finalizing the house numbering process; 
2. provide all necessary materials and instructions to carry-out painting; 

and 
3. accept the offer from Peter Collis to provide the manual work involved 

with painting house numbers, free of charge. 
 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 
Reason for Motion Differing from Officers Recommendation: 
 
On advice from the CEO, Council agreed that the use of lot numbers, as 
opposed to house numbers, would not be beneficial. 
 
Cr Bajrai suggested including street numbers on street name signs once 
numbering is finalised. 
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10. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION 
OF THE MEETING 
 
Moved:  Cr H Nichols 
Seconded:  Cr A G Burrows 
 
That the late agenda items be introduced as new business of an urgent nature. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 
 

10.1.1 COUNCIL MEETING OCTOBER 2007 
FILE REF:    C/48 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT:  14TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary:  
The October council meeting is scheduled for Sat 20/10/07 which now clashes 
with local government election day. 
 
Council may now decide an alternative day for the October meeting. 
 
Attachments: 
NIL 
 
Background: 
NIL 
 
Comment: 
If the meeting is brought forward to Sat 13/10/07 it will allow 3 weeks between 
the September and October meetings and 4 weeks between the October and 
November meetings. 
 
It will also mean that the October meeting will be the last meeting of the current 
council prior to the election. 
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Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 section 5.4 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
NIL 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That Council re-schedule the October 2007 meeting to take place 
commencing 9.30am on Saturday 13/10/07 and that staff make all the 
necessary legal and logistical arrangements for this to occur. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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10.1.2 MINING TENEMENT APPLICATION (Prospecting Licence) 
FILE REF:    M/25/7 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT:  14TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
Summary: 
The Director General of the Department of Industry and Resources has written to 
Council requesting comments on a prospecting licences application. 
 
The applicants are John Nelson Holloway and Adrian Allan Rees. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy of letter and supporting information form Department of Industry and 
Resources 15/5/07. 
 
Background: 
NIL 
 
Comment: 
Mick Sawyer from the department advises that the department place a number of 
conditions on these licences that cover environmental and other impacts. 
 
A prospecting licence allows a maximum of 500 tonnes of earth to be removed 
from the site over the 4 year life of the tenement. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
Mick Sawyer, Dept Industry and Resources 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Mining Act 1978-1983  
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
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Financial Implications: 
NIL 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
 
That Council advise the Department of Industry and Resources that it has no 
objection to the granting of Prospecting Licence 51/2553 providing that;  
 following any works on the tenement the land is completely returned as it 

was prior to the works and;  
 that the tenement be kept in neat and tidy state for the term of the licence 

and; 
 that all equipment and other items are removed from the tenement at the 

expiration of the licence. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

 
CAMERON WATSON LEFT THE MEETING AT 11.18AM 
 
CAMERON WATSON RETURNED TO THE MEETING AT 11.20AM 
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CAMERON WATSON LEFT THE MEETING AT 11.30am 
CAMERON WATSON RETURNED TO THE MEETING AT 11.32am 
 
10.1.3 YOUTH AFTER DARK – WORK GROUP REPORT 

FILE REF:    Y/10 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT:  14TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Attachments: 
Letter from Ron Bradfield, group member 11/9/07 
Copy of summary of community survey results 
Copy of most recent workgroup minutes. 
 
Background: 
Council made a nominal budget provision of $25,000 towards the Youth After 
Dark intitiatives.  At the Budget meeting the CEO advised that staff would 
provide council with further information and details concerning this budget 
allocation. 
 
The Youth After Dark workgroup was formed following discussion at Interagency 
meetings. 
 
The group organized a community meeting which was attended by over 40 
people.  In terms of this type of meeting in Meekatharra (and for that matter any 
where) this was an outstanding attendance. 
 
The ideas that came from the meeting were then prioritized by a survey of those 
who attended.  35 people responded – again an outstanding success.  Analysis of 
the survey results narrowed the ideas down to three clear projects for the 
workgroup to commence working on: 
 
1. Safe house for children to go where they can be fed if necessary and have a 

good nights sleep. 
2. Curfew/fine system to make parents take responsibility 
3. More activities for children of various types (sporting and non sporting), 

especially on school holidays. 
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Clearly there is a real concern in the community about youth issues and in 
particular, the activities of youth after dark. 
 
Comment: 
The Children After Dark workgroup is still discussing and finalizing exactly how 
it will go about progressing the three actions listed above. 
 
They may use a consultant to some extent – or they may not. 
 
What is clear and agreed within the group is that the three actions/projects 
identified through community consultation are what they will focus on. 
 
The workgroup also agree that a separate incorporated community group should 
be established to steer and ultimately manage the three priorities. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
Megan Alchin, Community Development Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
NIL 
 
Strategic Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That Council authorise the CEO to: 
1. expend the $25,000 budget allocation for Youth After Dark 

activities/projects on outlays that will progress the three priorities 
identified above and/or incorporation of a youth focused community 
group. 

2. sign grant applications prepared by the Children after Dark Work group, 
if necessary. 
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3. receive grant funds, donations and any other income raised by the 

Children After Dark Workgroup and hold and expend these funds  on 
behalf of and as authorized by the workgroup (until an incorporated 
body is formed). 

4. request the Children After Dark Workgroup to appoint two or more of 
its members to be authorized signatories to request and authorize 
payments on behalf of the group through the CEO (a minimum of two 
members to sign off on invoices, receipts, requests etc) 

 
CARRIED 5/0 
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CAMERON WATSON LEFT THE MEETING AT 11.42am 
CAMERON WATSON RETURNED TO THE MEETING AT 11.44am 
 
10.1.4 ROAD CONSTRUCTION CREW - RECOGNITION 

FILE REF:    R/40/1 & Personal Files 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT:  14TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary:  
Cr Trenfield has suggested that Council write to Leading Hand Adrian Baumgarten 
and each member of the Road Construction crew thanking them for an excellent job 
on the Mt Clere road construction works this financial year.  
 
Comment: 
Cr Trenfield has commented that the road construction job on Mt Clere Road is first 
rate and that the crew should be acknowledged for a job very well done - Council 
and everyone concerned should be proud of the effort and quality of the work done 
on this job. 
 
Consultation:  
Cr Trenfield 
 
Statutory Environment: 
NIL 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr S Bajrai 
 
That the CEO write to Leading Hand Adrian Baumgarten and each member 
of the Construction Crew expressing Council’s sincere thanks for an excellent 
job on the Mt Clere road construction program this financial year. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 
NIL 
 

12. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The President Cr T R Hutchinson declared the meeting closed at 11.46am. 


