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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

  The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchison, declared the meeting open at 9.31am. 

1.1 DISCLAIMER READING 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting 
 
The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer out loud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Members 
Cr TR Hutchison  Shire President 
Cr NL Trenfield  Deputy Shire President 
Cr HJ Nichols 
Cr RK Howden 
Cr AG Burrows 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont  Chief Executive Officer 
Krys East   Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Bill Atyeo   Environmental Health Officer (10.08-10.38am via telephone) 
 
Apologies 
Cr PS Clancy 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Nil 

 
3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 Nil 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 16 FEBRUARY 2013 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday 16 February 2013 
be confirmed. 

CARRIED 6/0 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING MEETING HELD 16 FEBRUARY 2013 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building & Town Planning Meeting held Saturday 
16  February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
 

7 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 
 Nil 
 
8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
  
 Coucillor HJ Nichols reported on his attendance at the Murchison Regional Vermin 

Council (MRVC) meeting. 
 
 The Chief Executive Officer reported on his attendance at the Murchison Executive Group 

meeting. 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2013 

 
Road Maintenance – Grading 

 We have graded Koonmarra Station Road from Landor Road to the homestead. 
 There has been minor maintenance grading on Landor Road. 

 
Construction Works 

 Formation work on Landor Road is now complete to SLK90. 
 Gravel carting and water binding continues on the first 7kms. 
 Over this 15km section of Landor Road we are installing culverts and floodway 

cutoff walls on the various water crossings.  There is one concrete flood 
crossing at SLK87200 which has been widened to 10m and is also being 
changed to a culvert crossing in order that the vertical road profile can better 
match the approaches. 

 
New Pipeline to Sewerage Lagoon 

 Installation of this line is underway. 
 We have installed a temporary bypass at the town end of the line in order to dry 

out a section where leakage from the old line has saturated an area, thus 
holding up completion of the work. 

 
Flood Damage Repairs 

 MTF Services has completed work on the Marymia Road and has cleared and 
graded 50% of the Jigalong Road.  MTF are on break for the next 2 months. 

 Northern Goldfields Earthmoving have completed the Peak Hill-Three Rivers 
Road and are now working on the Minagh Spring – Mulgul Road. 

 AG Burrows Contracting is resheeting a 15km section of the Murchison 
Downs Road, this work includes re-inforcing the various floodways. 

 
Water Bores 

 During the past month DrillPower have completed six operational water bores 
at a cost of approximately $60,000.  One of these bores included a bore 33kms 
out on the Murchison Downs Road which now covers an area where water has 
been hard to find in the past. 
The six bores include: 

Murchinson Downs Road  1 Bore 
Youno Downs Road  2 Bores 
Sandstone Road   2 Bores 
Polelle-Nannine Road  1 Bore 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 16 MARCH 2013 
Page 5 

 
Town Maintenance-Monthly Report Finishing 6 March 2013 

 Smashed glass strewn across roadways, graffiti to town signs, buildings, lamp 
posts and footpaths has continued and is taking up a considerable amount of 
time to remove.  

 The sweeping of town streets is being done in accordance with Council’s 
directive.  At a four to six week interval sweeping along all kerb lines is and 
has been undertaken to avoid sand/leaves build-up.  Rubbish has been removed 
from vacant town blocks.  

 The Public Toilets are and have been cleaned on a daily basis each week day 
and opened over weekends /Public Holiday.  

 Vacant Shire houses lawns mowed 
 Verge clearing throughout town-site 
 Heritage Trail maintenance and weed removal.  Boardwalks repaired  
 Assistance has been provided to help out on Landor Rd and to help out 

community service unit of the Shire. 
 Work on new sewerage pipeline 
 Prepare grave 

 
Plant report for the period 8 February 2013 to 6 March 2013 

 
P108 Caterpillar 12H  Grader 
Air conditioner repaired 
 
P358 Caterpillar 12H  Grader 
Grader serviced 
Side steps rubbers replaced 
 
P93 John Deere Backhoe 
Hydraulic problems repaired 
 
P86 Caterpillar 613C Scraper  
500hr service 
Brakes and oil leaks repaired 
 
P24 Genset gardening 
Repaired rear oil seal 
 
P433 Caterpillar 950H Loader 
2000hr service 
 
P453 Side Tipping Trailer 
Hydraulic leak repaired 
 
P406 Caterpillar Mini Excavator 
Hydraulic lines repaired 
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P452 Nissan Prime Mover 
Serviced 
 
P419 Caterpillar 12M  Grader 
Faulty sensor replaced 
 
P449 Caterpillar 623F Scraper  
Brakes and oil leaks repaired 
 
P357 Maintenance Caravan 
Genset repaired 
 
P102 Caterpillar Traxcavator 
Radiator replaced 
 

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the Works and Services Manager’s report  for February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2013 

 
Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Aircraft movements for the month have dropped from the heights of January but were still up on 
February of 2012.  RFDS aircraft movements have also been busy when compared to the same 
month last year. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between February 2012 and February 2013.  
 
    February 2012 February 2013 Variance 
 
General Aircraft Landed:  123   139   +13%   
 
Avgas    13,631 ltrs  7,957 ltrs  -42% 
Jet A-1    82,947 ltrs  86,385 ltrs  +04% 
Total Fuel Sold  96,578 ltrs  94,342 ltrs  -02%  
 
Additional flights into Meekatharra with FIFO workers have increased the total aircraft numbers 
with 10 regular charters per week and still 3 to come as Doray Minerals ramp up. 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
Aerodrome works for the month include: 

 General maintenance upkeep of facilities and equipment. 
 Slashing runway strips and surrounding areas. 
 General gardening clean up. 
 Clearing trees and shrubs from airside. 

 
The airport tractor is now back and the slasher has been put to use.  Despite the grumbling noise 
still evident in the transmission when Power Take Off (PTO) is engaged, it seems to be working ok.  
I have slashed for approx. 12 hours without incident since it was returned. 
 
Outstanding budgeted items: 

1. Electrical upgrade.  $125,000 has been budgeted for this project.  Acting Community 
Development Services Manager (A/CDSM) is tasked with this project. 

 
2. Finalise the Fire Service.  Progressing very well at time of writing. 

 
3. Provide Purpose built trailer for emergency equipment. Order written for this. 

 
4. Patch & Reseal Car Park.  In the hands of Manager Works and Services. 

 
5. Provide water sub meter to RFDS.  Plumber has been requested to provide quote.  At this 

stage he has visited site but no more has been done. 
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6. Update terminal kitchen.  New kitchen sink and cupboards and hot water system installed 
into the kitchen area.  Still some electrical work to be done. 
 

7. Entry Sign.   Ordered and received.  Town crew to erect at the grid entry area. 
 

8. Concrete floor in car port Aerodrome Residence.  Quotes to be sought this month. 
 

9. Install test plugs in runway lighting circuitry.  Will be progressed this month. 
 
Aerodrome Security: 

 No breaches this month. 
 Audit of our Transport Security Plan is overdue.  (I have received a quote from the auditors 

to carry out this task and it has been forwarded on to A/CDSM to finalise)  Order now 
issued to AMS. 

 
Aerodrome Safety Management: 

 No issues recorded this month.  (A recent CASA Advisory Circular has been published 
regarding Safety Management Systems at Aerodromes.  It would appear as though we need 
to do a complete revision and re-write of this document along with a complete risk 
assessment of the airport.)  Will need to be performed by a project officer or consultant.   
(Aerodrome Management Services have been given the task of carrying out this project.) 

 
Items of Interest 

1. Our service agreement with AirBP is due for the next three years and there has to be 
a significant increase in what the Shire charges them for our services. (A/CDSM is 
working on this) 

 
2. With the increase of mining activity in Meekatharra, we are experiencing a large  

increase of FIFO workers through the airport.  A total of 1126 FIFO workers 
landed/departed during February and due to bad weather further north during 
Tropical Cyclone  “Rusty” we had 464 FIFO workers through the airport in the first 
5 days of March. 

 
As Degrussa (Sandfire resources mine) does not have instrument approach at their airport, 
Networks Fokker F-100 jet aircraft were diverted in here and the Degrussa workers were 
bussed down to meet their flights. 

 
We have a head tax on all passengers that depart/arrive on the “RPT” (Skippers flights) but 
no charge is levied on FIFO workers using charter flights.  We do however get the benefit of 
landing fees from the chartered aircraft unlike those of Skippers RPT.  Despite that, I still 
feel that a head tax should be charged for all FIFO workers on charter flights. 

 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
6 March 2013 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report  for February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.3 YOUTH  AND RECREATION SERVICE REPORT – FEBRUARY 2013 
 
February has seen the launch of our Term 1 program, with all of the Youth Services team working 
hard to provide a high level of service delivery. 
 
MY Zone (Meeka Youth Zone) is running Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights, for young 
people aged 12-18 years, from the Youth Centre.  This is a ‘drop-in’ program, where young people 
can play pool, basketball, Wii, Xbox, watch a movie, or just ‘hang out’.  Both Monday and Friday 
evenings at MYZone, young people can also be involved in the music program ‘Just Jammin’.  
Wednesday nights are promoted as basketball nights. 
 
Kids Zone is a program catering for the needs of children aged 6-12 years, and includes the After 
School Program, and Friday night program.  A range of art and craft, science experiments, and 
physical activities such as soccer matches, bombing comps, water slides and jumping castles has 
meant that both the After School Program and Friday nights are very popular and well attended.  
We now have some of the outlying station families attending Friday nights as well, which is 
wonderful to see! 
 
I would like to commend our casual staff member, Anita Seery, who has engaged the kids with 
some wonderful and creative activities, such as making colourful milk wheels, goo, making puff 
paint out of flour, and a real favourite; making play dough volcanoes and watching them erupt!  
Anita has also created the MeekaKidZone blog. To view what we have been doing during these 
sessions, please take the time to visit: 
 
http://meekakidzone.blogspot.com.au/ 
 
Girls Zone is a personal development program for girls aged between 10-14 years of age.  We are 
offering this program on Wednesday afternoons, which includes a range of activities such as art, 
craft, and cooking, as well as developing and enhancing interpersonal skills (such as healthier ways 
to resolve conflict, communicate, being assertive, and developing a stronger sense of self). Healthy 
hygiene and healthy eating practises are also promoted throughout the program. 
 
St. John Ambulance Project 
On a very exciting note, some of the young people of Meekatharra hit the news this week, after 
being involved in a video to promote the appropriate use of contacting St. John’s Ambulance in 
emergency situations only.  Below is a link to view GWN7 News, and the full version of the video 
can be viewed on Youtube.  This was a project that occurred over January 2013 school holidays. 
Please take the time to view the links below; 
 
http://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w3/news/a/-/local/16305690/frustrated-paramedics-take-a-stand-against-
crank-emergency-calls-video/ 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slAAgchiauM 
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Music Program 
The music program has continued this year and has attracted quite a bit of interest from a number of 
parents who would like to get involved.  We are encouraged by this and will look for opportunities 
to further foster this relationship with parents.  We are expanding the program through the support 
of FaHCSIA and WA Police by focusing on potential youth leaders to write songs, record them and 
create music videos that address issues such as cyber bullying, inappropriate use of social media, 
violence and resolving conflict.  We will engage the expertise of the same group who facilitated the 
St Johns video project over the summer school holidays.  The outcomes we hope to achieve will 
aim at reducing violence amongst young people, and a reduction in the on-line bullying that has 
become a serious issue in town that often spills out to violent outbursts that necessitate Police 
involvement. 
 
Basketball - Senior 
Monday night senior Basketball has started up again this year and has been very well attended.  
Andrew Binsair Jnr has been a huge asset in co-ordinating this activity. 
 
Basketball - Junior 
Tuesday night training and Thursday night matches have commenced and have been hugely 
popular.  Karalundi have started coming in on a Thursdays for the competitions and this has been a 
great opportunity to involve the broader Meekatharra community. 
 
April School Holiday Program 
Planning is well under way for the upcoming School Holiday Program, which should see a range of 
activities to cater for all ages. 
 
Belinda Hicks   David Hicks 
Youth Officer   Youth and Recreation Officer 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the Youth and Recreation report for February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.4 RANGERS REPORT – FEBRUARY 2013 

 
Details to report 
 
 
I attended Meekatharra on Friday 8, Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 February 2013.  
 
Patrols were conducted of the townsite and surrounding areas and license enquiries made.  
 
Trapping was conducted around the townsite.  
 
Two dogs were impounded.  Three unregistered dogs were trapped and destroyed.  Four feral 
cats were trapped and destroyed.  
 
Two complaints were dealt with. 
 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
  
That the Ranger’s report for February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 

 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 
Meeting Date Item No  

Title and Resolution Summary 
 

Resp 
 

Action 
 

Status 
 
15/07/06 

 
9.3.6 

 
Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 
Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals 
are presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt 
and ask if funds can be transferred to other 
sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites 
connected to Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders 
and roads within the shire. 
 

 
CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 
427 & 428 Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was 
advertised, that no submissions were received by 
closing dates, Water Corp had no objections.  
That Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for 
Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that 
Shire has no objections to lots being converted to 
Freehold Title. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for 
Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by 
DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine 
Townsite 
That Council advise Dept Land Asset 
Management that Council doesn’t wish to close 
Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation 
Reserve 3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water 
Reserve 12460, Water Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside 
Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS/ CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 
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19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee 
to inspect property and report to Council potential 
uses of property etc.  Advise Dept Planning & 
Infrastructure that Council has no objections to 
sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  
Request CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that 
Council may be interested in obtaining tenure of 
Old Station Masters house on Lot 922. 
 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house 
obtain costs etc.  Settlement 
imminent (St Barbs to Health 
Dept)  CEO has advised Health 
Dept that Council may have an 
interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

 
Complete 
In progress 

15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 
Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease 
to ensure that Council and community groups who 
store items on the reserves can continue to do so 
with unrestricted access and also to ensure that 
Council secures the necessary access for the 
Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the 
revised lease be presented to Council for 
approval. 
 

CEO   

17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 
As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it 
was recommended that requested be made for 
the funds to be transferred to stage 2 of the Drive 
Trail Letter have been written to the appropriate 
funding bodies, but as yet no reply has been 
received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
Regional Development Scheme: 
agreed to transfer funds on the 
condition that other funding is 
secured and any changes to 
budget are also submitted.   
Regional Infrastructure Funding 
Program: confirmation not yet 
received as several queries are 
unable to be answered at this 
stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 

21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace 
plastic with calico and charge for the calico bags. 

CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  
Consult Retailers 
Commence project 
 

23/06/08 
In Process 

21/11/09 9.3.4 
 

Cornish Lift PO Quote approved 23/11/09. 
Letter of advice and order sent 

 
Complete 
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 23/11/09 
Contractor to build 
 

In progress 

18/12/09 9.3.1 Relocation Main Street Park Displays CEO Copy to Rigby & Cameron 
22/12/09 
Works to be undertaken 

Complete 
In progress 

20.05.11 9.3.3 Lease K076047 – Meekatharra Lots 589, 590, 
591, 598, 599 & 600 – Paddy’s Flat 

CEO Email sent 26.05.11 – Renew 
Lease 
Check Status,  
Request freehold 
Await response from Landgate 
 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

20.05.11 9.3.5 Management/Structure Review CEO Liaise/advise staff  
Amend/create PD’s & Infopacks 
Recruit new manager 

Complete 
In progress 

20.05.11 9.4.1 Meekatharra Trails Project – Financial 
Reimbursement Mid West Development 
Commission 

CDAO Advise MWDC & return funds 
Invoice to be sent & funds 
returned 
Awaiting MWDC Invoice 
 

Complete 
In progress 
In progress 

18.06.11 9.3.3 Council Policy – Camping allowance amendment CEO Email WSM, OO, Payroll 
20/6/11 
Letter to crew 24/6/11 
Policy amended 24/6/11 
Distribute amendment 
 

Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.3.1 Annual Leave and Local Government Public 
Holiday Policy 

DCEO Changes made to Payroll Leave 
Records 
Letter sent to outside crew 
informing of change 
Policy distributed to Policy 
Manual Holders 

Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.6.1 Council Policy – Bituminous Seals CEO/WSM Reword Policy and submit to 
Council 

In Progress 
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16.07.11 9.6.2  Council Policy – Crossovers CEO/WSM Update & Distribute Policy In progress 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CEO New report to October Council 
meeting required 

In progress 

15.10.11 9.3.2 Installation of CCTV in Main Street Meekatharra CEO Engage Consultant – rang 
20/10/11 
Emailed again27/3/12 - Awaiting 
on consultant to visit 
Advise local police OIC – email 
20/10/11 

In progress 
 
 
Complete 

19.11.11 10.1 Amendments to the schedule of fees and charges DCEO Staff to provide further options  
 

In progress 
 

18.02.12 9.4.3 Location and Financing of Fitness Equipment CDAO/DCEO Amount noted in Budget Review In progress 
 

17.03.12 9.4.2 Picture Gardens Maintenance CDAO Informed MWDC of Council 
support for upgrade with a view 
to seeking funds from them. 
MWDC advised that they will 
keep CDAO updated with 
funding opportunities that arise 
or that can be accessed. CDAO 
has begun researching grant 
opportunities around heritage. 

In progress 

21.04.12 10.2 Solar Electricity Installations CEO Staff to further research In progress 
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18.08.12 9.3.1 Advertising Signage at Meekatharra Airport DCEO Signed contract sent to 
Paramount 

In progress 

18.08.12 9.4.4 Proposed use for Lot 852 Pre-Primary Centre CDAO/DCEO Contacted Landgate 
Letter sent to landgate 

 
In progress 

18.08.12 10.2 Development – Industrial Park R 15815? CEO Town Planning Consultant 
engaged to do initial Report – 
provided to Councillors 

In progress 

14.12.12 9.7.1 Rubbish Removal Contract Tender CEO Contract update commenced 
Call tenders 

In Progress 
 

14.12.12 9.7.2 Paddy’s Flat Lease CEO Phone call to Brad Gregg 
17/12/12 Letter 21/12/12 
Deadline 20/1/13 
Letter to Chris Atkin 21/12/12 

In progress 

19.01.13 9.4.1 Proposal to extend Community Garden Project CDSM Letter sent 22.1.13 In Progress 

19.01.13 HBTP 
9.3 

Proposed development of accommodation units in 
Oliver Street 

EHO-A/CEO Letter drafted by EHO sent 
22.1.13 

In Progress 

16.2.13 9.2.4 Request for rates write off DCEO 27 Feb 2013 Completed 

16.2.13 9.2.5 2012/2013 Budget review DCEO  Complete 
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16.2.13 9.3.1 Health Services – Meekatharra 
Request meeting with WACHS RD  

CEO Emailed Regional Director 
WACHS Midwest 20.2.13 
Confirmation letter to Regional 
Director WACHS Midwest 
20.2.13 

 

16.2.13 9.4.1 Proposed new gymnasium – Grant CDO Forwarded to A/CDSM for 
review 

In Progress 

16.2.13 9.4.2 Meekatharra Picture Garden CDO Lease agreement to Andrew 
Binsiar 22.2.13 – Lessee for 
signing – yet to be returned 
26.2.13 

 

16.2.13 9.4.3 Donation – Isolated Children’s Parents Assoc WA CDO Memo sent to finance officer 
19.2.13. 
Awaiting Invoice 

In Progress 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2  FINANCE 

9.2.1  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2013  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on the 

sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that 
month in the following detail – 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional     

purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the 

statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); 
and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing-  
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the statement 

relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local government. 
 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-regulation 
(2), are to be –  

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 
28 FEBRUARY 2013 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.1 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 11 March 2013 
Author: Krys East  
 Corporate & Development Services Officer   

       
         Signature of Author 
Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer        
  

 Signature Senior Officer 
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(a) presented to the council –  
 (i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to which 

the statement relates; or 
 (ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred to in 

subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 
accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting material 
variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a specific 
purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 
 

Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following the 
end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

  
That the financial report for the period ending 28 February 2013 be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
There were no actions that require reporting to Council in February 2013. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a statement with a 
reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be forwarded 
onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to do so. Therefore from 
time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off 
the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.2 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: March 2013 
Author: Svenja Clare  
 Debtors & Creditors   

 
 
    Signature of Author 
 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer       
 

    Signature Senior Officer  
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
 Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 28 February 2013. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments 

from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared 
each month showing each account paid since the last such list was prepared – 

 
 (a) the payee’s name; 
 (b) the amount of the payment; 
 (c) the date of the payment; and 
 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 
(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 
 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

  (i) the payee’s name 
  (ii) the amount of the payment; and  
  (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 
(3)  A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 
prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $  739,392.34 

 Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $      19,678.43 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $               0.00 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY 2013 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.3 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: March 2013 
Author: Svenja Clare  
 Debtors & Creditors   

   
  Signature of Author 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer   
 
 
 

 
    Signature Senior Officer 
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Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 Moved:   Cr JE Burgemeister 
 Seconded:  Cr RK Howden 

 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

9.3.1 EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY OPTION B AGREEMENT – 
DEPARTMENT FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council to authorise staff to make the necessary changes to move from ‘Option A’ 
Emergency Services Levy (ESL) reporting, to the 'Option B' ESL administrative 
arrangement with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES). 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
Since the introduction of the ESL in 2003/04, Council have been operating under 
‘Option A’ and while this may have had advantages previously staff consider that due 
to the intense debt collection of outstanding rates being so successful it now warrants 
moving to the easier administrative ‘Option B’.   
 
The main difference is that under ‘Option A’ Council pay the ESL that it collects on 
behalf of DFES when it has received the ESL from ratepayers whereas operating with 
Option B we report to DFES the amount of ESL invoiced to ratepayers after running 
the rates.  To clarify ‘Option A’ we only submit what we collect and with ‘Option B’ 
we submit what we have invoiced ratepayers.   
 
Comment: 
Staff were reluctant to consider Option B whilst the outstanding rates were quite 
substantial due to a major ratepayer going into administration.  This payment has 
since been received.   
 
The Option B agreement requires that a local government, in each levy year to which 
the Agreement relates:  

Title/Subject:  EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY OPTION B 
AGREEMENT – DEPARTMENT FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.1 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:    
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  11 March 2013 
Author:  Krys East 
  Corporate and Development 
  Services Manager   

  
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer  

  
   Signature Senior Officer   
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 calculate and invoice ESL, as a separate line on the Rates Notice, in 
accordance with the rules set out in the ESL Manual of Operating Procedures 
(MOP), applying the ESL rates and charging parameters declared annually by 
the Minister;  

 report to FESA the amount of ESL invoiced (Form A), within 14 days of the 
annual Rates/ESL billing run;  

 apply the ESL "late payment" penalty interest rate, as determined by the 
Minister (currently 11% per annum); and  

 make payments to FESA either annually or quarterly of the raised ESL 
charges.  

 
Effectively, under the Option B arrangement, Council:  

 is likely to benefit from a surplus ESL cash flow in the first half of each 
financial year as, for most, the percentage linked payments required under the 
Option B Agreement will result in the amount collected exceeding the required 
payment;  

 retains late ESL payment interest;  

 retains pensioner/senior ESL concession payments, and interest on deferred 
ESL, as paid by the Office of State Revenue;  

 will find the required ESL reporting and remittance arrangements are 
simplified; and  

 continues to receive the annual ESL Administration Fee which FESA pays by 
31 October each year.  
 

Under Section 36ZJ of the Fire and Emergency Service Authority of Western 
Australia Act 1998, the prior approval of the Minister for Emergency Services (“the 
Minister”) is required before DFES and a local government can enter into an Option B 
Agreement.  It is not perceived that there will be any issues with gaining Ministerial 
approval. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Danika Chandler – Consultant 
Svenja Clare – Finance Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Allocation will be made in the 2013/14 budget to pay the ESL rates to DFES.  All late 
ESL payment interest will be retained by Council.  
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 

Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 

That Council authorise staff to proceed with the necessary requirements for 
operating under the ‘Option B’ (quarterly payment option) Emergency Services 
Levy administrative arrangement with the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services.  

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 DONATION FOR MID WEST ACADEMY OF SPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Mid West Academy of Sport is seeking financial support from the Shire of 
Meekatharra in the form of a recurrent $5,000 per annum or a reduced sum if this is 
not affordable.   
 
Attachments: 
A letter from the Development Manager of the Mid West Academy of Sport, Mr Chris 
Darlington. 
 
Background: 
Mr Chris Darlington of the Mid West Sports Federation visited the Shire Office on the 
13th of February 2013.  He met with Mal Wood, Community Development Officer 
and David Hicks, Youth and Recreation Officer, to discuss the Mid West Academy of 
Sport (MWAS).  Mr Darlington explained that the Mid West Sports Federation is 
working to establish this body as a means of support for athletes in the Mid West 
region.  Athletes living in the region have difficulty in accessing good training/support 
in the areas they live.  Moving to Perth can mean losing access to crucial support from 
family and/or their local coach.  However athletes choosing to stay in the Mid West 
region are disadvantaged by the cost of regular travel to and from Perth.   
 
The establishment of MWAS is coordinated by the Mid West Sports Federation, a 
not-for-profit body which advocates for sport in the Mid West.  The establishment 
phase for MWAS will be over an 18 month timeframe.  Before it begins to operate it 
is likely to become incorporated as a not-for-profit association independent of the Mid 
West Sports Federation.  
  
MWAS management is committed to ensuring that the Academy builds capacity and 
supports athletes across the Mid West.  The Academy is to be a means of delivering 
quality home training for talented pre-elite Mid West athletes.   The Academy’s 
primary focus will be to improve the home daily training environment for the most 
talented pre-elite athletes in the Mid West.   
 

Title/Subject:   DONATION FOR MID WEST ACADEMY OF SPORT 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.4.1 
Applicant:   Mid West Academy of Sport    
File Ref:    
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  5 March 2013 
Author:   Mal Wood 

Community Development Officer  

 
Signature of Author 
 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont   
    Chief Executive Officer  Signature Senior Officer 
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Athletes who have scholarships with the MWAS will receive assistance including 
sports science, strength and conditioning, technical and tactical coaching as well as 
career and education support and opportunities.  Many of these services will be 
delivered to athletes in their home shires via the internet.  To give an example, an 
athlete would be able to access sports psychology consultations through video 
conferencing and online training programs and diaries.   MWAS’ purpose is to create 
pathways for talented athletes from the Shire to elite levels.   
 
MWAS also aims to put in place a program for developing and supporting coaches, 
officials and administrators.  This will enable local coaches to better service athletes 
who are on scholarship.   
In order to achieve this, the MWAS will need to rely on partnerships with corporate 
organisations, the State Government and all of the local government authorities within 
the Mid West. 
Mr Darlington informed us at the meeting and via mail that the MWAS will require an 
annual budget of around $300,000 to $400,000.  The Academy has received $100,000 
establishment funding from the Department of Sport and Recreation.  It has received 
$60,000 from the Mid West Development Commission (Royalties for Regions) and 
$50,000 from the City of Greater Geraldton with a commitment from the City for a 
further $25,000 per year for 3 years. He is asking that the Shire of Meekatharra 
consider becoming a local government partner with MWAS and to provide recurrent 
funding to the MWAS commencing in the 2013-2014 financial year.   He is 
suggesting a contribution of $5,000 per annum, but would appreciate a reduced sum if 
this was not affordable for the Shire.   
 
As an alternative the MWAS is suggesting the possibility of opening a specific 
purpose reserve fund which would sit as a contingency to allow the Shire to contribute 
to MWAS when a resident of the Shire gains a scholarship with the Academy.  
 
Options 
Council has a number of options, four have been listed below. 
 
 Accept the request to fund the MWAS at $5,000 per annum, for a period of years as 
determined by Council.  The problem with this is that there does not seem to be 
anyone of pre-elite/elite standing in the Shire of Meekatharra who would immediately 
benefit from this injection of funds into the MWAS. 
 
 Accept the request to fund the MWAS at a lesser figure than $5,000 per annum, if the 
Shire considers that $5,000 per annum is beyond what the Shire is willing to 
contribute. 
 
 Set up a special purpose fund to sit as a contingency allowing the Shire to contribute 
to the MWAS when a resident of the Shire gains a scholarship to the academy.  The 
problem with this is that the Shire would have to administer this fund, which would 
place a burden on administration staff. 
 
 Make an initial donation of $5,000 for the 2013/14 financial year with a view to 
reassessing its commitment to the Mid West Academy of Sport in each successive 
financial year, during the annual budget setting process. 
 
Consultation: 
Mr Chris Darlington, Development Manager of the Mid West Academy of Sport 
Ms Krys East, Corporate Services Manager/Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
Ms Samantha Tarling, Acting Community Services Development Manager 
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Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Donations: Donations 2.9.2 Council declines under any circumstances to provide 
standing or annual donations, referring to re-assess the needs of individual 
organisations in such cases and when appropriate. 
Donations 2.9.3 Council will consider requests for donations from local and regional 
bodies and all such requests will be considered on merit. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
$5 000 annually if supported by Council, commencing in the 2013/14 financial year. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
That Council defers a decision to fund the Mid West Sporting Academy until 
such time as a pre-elite athlete is discovered in the Shire of Meekatharra. 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That Council declines the request to make a contribution to the Mid West 
Academy of Sport. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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Mr Bill Atyeo, the Shire’s Environmental Health Officer, joined the meeting by 
telephone at 10.08am. 
 
9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING  

9.5.1 TOWN PLANNING – PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A MICROWAVE 
COMMUNICATIONS TOWER ON LOT 38 HILL STREET - 
MEEKATHARRA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Digital Radio Systems Pty Ltd has made application to install a 20 metre high 
microwave communications tower on part of Lot 38 Hill Street which is owned by St 
John Ambulance association. The tower is a self-supporting tower (with no guy wires 
required). The tower will be positioned close to the North Eastern corner of the 
building on the Northern boundary of Lot 38 and approx 25 metres from the rear 
boundary. 
 
Council is requested to approve the application. 
 
Attachments: 
Map taken from Landgate showing topography of the area and the lots with the 
approx position of the intended tower marked on it – Lot 38 Hill Street. 
 
Background: 
The applicants originally proposed to develop this tower on the land utilised by the 
SES and the community radio. However, due to complications with regard to the lease 
of land and ownership the applicants approached St John Ambulance who have 
supported its development on their land, and have signed the Town Planning 
Application submitted by Digital Radio Systems. 
 
Comments: 
The land the subject of this development application is Zoned “Residential” under the 
Town Planning Scheme, and houses the administration centre for St John Ambulance 
in Meekatharra, as well as the housing of the ambulance itself. 

Title/Subject: TOWN PLANNING – PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A 
MICROWAVE COMMUNICATIONS TOWER ON LOT 38 
HILL STREET - MEEKATHARRA 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.5.1 
Applicant: Digital Radio Systems Pty Ltd 
File Ref:   A129 – TP13-003 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  8 March 2013 
Author:   WV Atyeo  

Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Building Surveyor 
Town Planner 

 
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
 Signature Senior Officer  
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The use of this land as such would be deemed to be “non-conforming use rights”. The 
construction of a Communications Tower could therefore be considered as 
complimentary or ancillary to the use of the land as it is. 
 
Part IV of the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme outlines the requirements under 
the Scheme for non-conforming use situations. Clause 4.2 specifically states that: 
 
“A person shall not alter or extend a non-conforming use or erect, alter or extend a 
building used in conjunction with a non-conforming without first having applied for 
and obtained the planning consent of the Council under the Scheme and unless in 
conformity with any other provisions and requirements contained in the Scheme.”  
 
The addition of a communications tower would be considered very minimal 
development and should not adversely affect the amenity of the area, or impact on 
residential living as the Lot is surrounded by the Youth Centre, vacant and 
unoccupied old buildings, and one dwelling to the North with over 20 metres of 
separation. 
 
I will be recommending Council approve this application with conditions. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Paul Bashall – Town Planning Consultant 
Stephen Buckingham – Digital Radio Systems Pty Ltd – Managing Director 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Town Planning Scheme No 3 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil known at this stage 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
At the Meeting: 
 
The Shire Environmental Health Officer, Mr Bill Atyeo, answered questions 
from Council regarding concerns with the tower interfering with town 
communications, and possible benefits to the town.  He advised that the 
communications are for the nearby mines to be able to pick up better phone 
coverage.  He also verified that the tower would not affect the existing 
communications in town. 
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Officers Recommendation / Committee Resolution:  

 
 Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council approve the development by Digital Radio Systems Pty Ltd of a 20 
metre high microwave communications tower on lot 38 Hill Street in 
Meekatharra as outlined in the layout plan submitted for approval with the 
application. This approval includes the following conditions which form part of 
the approval: 

1. No polluted drainage shall be discharged beyond the boundaries of the lot 
from which it emanates or into a watercourse or easement drains. 

2. The use hereby permitted shall not be carried on in a way which causes 
injury to or prejudicially affects the amenity of the locality by reason of 
the process carried on, or the use of the communications tower, the 
materials, goods and machinery used and stored or by reason of the 
emission of micro-waves, noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, vapour, 
steam, soot, ash dust, waste products, grit or oil, the appearance of the 
property or otherwise. 

3. The use of the premises as applied for shall not be changed or added to 
without the consent of Council 

4. No incinerator is to be provided or used on the site. All refuse shall be 
regularly removed to Council's tip. 

5. The applicant shall identify sufficient area inside the lot for the parking of 
lessee’s vehicles, service vehicles and the like. 

6. The owner, the occupier and the manager of the premises shall at all times 
each make reasonable endeavours to ensure that the premises do not 
create a nuisance and annoyance to neighbours or otherwise disturb the 
amenity of the area. 

7. All relevant fees and required documentation shall be lodged with 
Council, and all approvals issued in writing by the responsible Officer of 
Council. 

8. No dangerous or hazardous goods are permitted to be stored on the Lot 
unless the lessee has all the required permits from the appropriate 
authorities, which clearly indicates the approved method of storage in the 
area identified. 

9. The tower is to be secured so that unauthorised access to it or to its parts 
is not permitted especially for climbing on, and that it is maintained 
secure at all times. 

10. The tower is to be removed from the Lot once it becomes non-functional 
or used for communications purposes. 

11. There is to be no interference or affect on local communications including 
but not limited to TV, radio systems, computer systems, mobile phones 
etc. 

CARRIED 6/0 
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Attachment No 1 – Position of Tower on Lot 38 Hill Street as proposed 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 16 MARCH 
2013 

Page 68 
 
 
 
9.5.2  LAND RELEASE – UCL Lots 752, 753, 842 AND 810 – MEEKATHARRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Department of Development and Lands is seeking comments and/or objections to 
the release of Unallocated Crown Land (UCL) Lots 752 on Deposited Plan 213788, 
753 on Deposited Plan 213788, 842 on Deposited Plan 512854 and 810 on Deposited 
Plan 213788 known as Reserve 35295. 
 
The expression of interest has been received by the Department from the landowners 
of the adjacent Lots of 754 on Deposited Plan 213788 and 756 on Deposited Plan 
213788. 
 
Council needs to consider the requests and to make comment to the Department on 
the release of these Lots of land. 
 
Attachments: 

 Map from the Department of Development and lands showing the Lots that are 
referred to in this report. 

 Map taken from Landgate showing topography of the area and the lots with 
the creek clearly shown.  

 
Background: 
On the 15 February Council received the request for comments and/or objections from 
the Department of Development and Lands which clearly identified the Lots to be 
considered. 
 
There had been no previous correspondence on this matter from the owners of Lots 
754 Connaughton Street and 756 Donovan Street, and I was requested to investigate. 
In April of 2012 Council wrote a letter of support for Yulella in that Council would 
see no impediment for Yulella to extend its Community Garden Project onto Lots 841  
 

Title/Subject: LAND RELEASE – UCL Lots 752, 753, 842 AND 
810 – MEEKATHARRA  

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.5.2 
Applicant: Department of Regional Development and Lands 
File Ref:   A7159, 7160, 7161 and 7162 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  6 March 2013 
Author:   WV Atyeo  

Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Building Surveyor 
Town Planner 

 
Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 
Chief Executive Officer  

 
Signature Senior Officer  
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and 842 Railway Street should Yulella be successful in securing the purchase or lease 
of the two Lots. 
 
Comments: 
My research on each of the Lots mentioned is as follows: 
 

 Lot 752 and Lot 753 on Deposited Plan 213788 
o Both are Unclaimed Crown Land. 
o Are located to the East of the developed Lot 754 (Trevor Renk shown 

as owner) 
o Both Lots are undeveloped 
o Both Lots appear to be part of the natural stormwater drainage to the 

area, and this feeds back to the small creek which runs along the 
southern boundary of Lots 752, 754 and 756 in an East West direction. 

o Both Lots are zoned as “Recreational” under the Meekatharra Town 
Planning Scheme No 3 and are not able to be used for any other 
purpose without the sanction of a Town Planning Scheme amendment. 
 

 Lot 810 on Deposited Plan 213788 – Reserve 35295 
o Is vested in the Shire for Recreational Use 
o Is zoned as “Recreational” under the Meekatharra Town Planning 

Scheme No 3 and are not able to be used for any other purpose without 
the sanction of a Town Planning Scheme amendment. 

o Has a small creek running through it in an East West direction. This 
creek runs all the way across Donovan Street to the East and extends 
past this, and takes stormwater from the West crossing at McCleary 
Street. 
 

 Lot 842 on Deposited Plan 512854 
o Is zoned as “Industrial” under the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme 

No 3. 
o The land is the subject of the letter of support from the Shire to extend 

the Community Garden Project undertaken by Yulella. 
o This Lot is being sought after by Yulella, plus Lot 841, to extend that 

purpose. 
 
I feel that Council should object strongly to the release of Lots 752, 753 and 810, 
based on the fact that they are all zoned as “Recreation” in our Town Planning 
Scheme, and that they are required for the natural drainage of stormwater to this major 
section of the area. As a matter of fact we should ask the Department to consider 
vesting the land in the Shire for “drainage and recreation” to secure the land for the 
future needs of the town and its infrastructure for flood mitigation. 
 
Lot 842 I have no objections to the release of the land but would ask the Department 
to consider the already existing requests from Yulella in regards to utilising that land 
to expand their Town Garden Project. 
 
Consultation: 
Samantha Tarling – Acting Community Development Services Manager 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Town Planning Scheme No 3 
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Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Unknown but if the land was released there would need to be monies expended to 
secure the drainage of the area that may well be affected by any development on the 
Lots stated. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
If released then there would need to be a new drainage system designed for that area. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation:  
That the Committee/Council advise the Department of Development and Lands 
that Council objects to the release of Lots 752 and 753 on Deposited Plan 213788 
as these two Lots are part of the natural stormwater drainage to the area, and 
this feeds back to the small creek which runs along the southern boundary of 
Lots 752, 754 and 756 in an East West direction.  Also, both Lots are zoned as 
“Recreational” under the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 and are not 
able to be used for any other purpose without the sanction of a Town Planning 
Scheme amendment. 
 
That the Committee/Council further advise the Department of Development and 
Lands that Council objects to the release of Lot 810 on Deposited Plan 213788 – 
Reserve 35295, as it is vested in the Shire of Meekatharra for Recreational Use 
and it is zoned as “Recreational” under the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme 
No 3 and is not able to be used for any other purpose without the sanction of a 
Town Planning Scheme amendment.  Furthermore, the Lot has a small creek 
running through it in an East West direction.  This creek runs all the way across 
Donovan Street to the East and extends past this, and takes stormwater from the 
West crossing at McCleary Street. 
 
That the Committee/Council further advise the Department of Development and 
Lands that Council does not object to the release of Lot 842 on Deposited Plan 
512854, and would request that the Department consider favourably the release 
of this Lot to Yulella who are seeking to expand the Community Garden Project 
being successfully run by the Organisation. 
 
Council Resolution: 

 Moved:  Cr RK Howden 
 Seconded:  Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council advise the Department of Development and Lands that Council 
objects to the release of Lots 752 and 753 on Deposited Plan 213788 as these two 
Lots are part of the natural stormwater drainage to the area, and this feeds back 
to the small creek which runs along the southern boundary of Lots 752, 754 and 
756 in an East West direction.  Also, both Lots are zoned as “Recreational” 
under the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 and are not able to be used 
for any other purpose without the sanction of a Town Planning Scheme 
amendment. 
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That Council further advise the Department of Development and Lands that 
Council objects to the release of Lot 810 on Deposited Plan 213788 – Reserve 
35295, as it is vested in the Shire of Meekatharra for Recreational Use and it is 
zoned as “Recreational” under the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 
and is not able to be used for any other purpose without the sanction of a Town 
Planning Scheme amendment.  Furthermore, the Lot has a small creek running 
through it in an East West direction.  This creek runs all the way across Donovan 
Street to the East and extends past this, and takes stormwater from the West 
crossing at McCleary Street. 
 
That Council further advise the Department of Development and Lands that 
there are potential drainage issues with Lot 842. A natural water course runs 
through the middle of this lot.  Council will investigate these issues and provide 
further comment on Lot 842 at a later date. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

  
Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation: 
 
That a decision regarding Lot 842 be deferred until more information has been 
sought regarding potential drainage issues and advise the Department of 
Development and Lands accordingly. 
 
Mr Bill Atyeo, the Shire’s Environmental Health Officer, left the meeting at 10.38am. 
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Attachment 2: Topography of Subject Land 
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9.6 WORKS AND SERVICES 

 No agenda items. 
 

9.7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

9.7.1 RUBBISH REMOVAL CONTRACT 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the meeting be closed to members of the public to allow Council to discuss item 9.7.1 
which is a matter of a confidential nature. 
This is in accordance with the Act: 

 Section 5.23 (2) e (ii) a matter that if disclosed, would reveal information that has a 
commercial value to a person 

 Section 5.23 (2) (c) a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local 
government and which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

 
Cr HJ Nichols declared an impartiality interest in this item. 
 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
Contains information containing contractual services and financial matters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Consider tenders submitted and appoint a contractor. 
 
Confidential content not available to the public 
 

Title/Subject:   TENDER – RUBBISH REMOVAL CONTRACT 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.7.1 
Applicant:    
File Ref:   RFT 12/13 - 07 
Disclosure of Interest:  
Date of Report:  8 March 2013 
Author:   Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer                

    Signature Senior Officer 
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Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the meeting be opened to the public. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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10  NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION 

OF THE MEETING 

10.1 TUREE CREEK ROAD – HEAVY HAULAGE 
 Moved:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
 Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
 That the urgent new business be discussed. 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Rio Tinto intends to construct a gas pipeline to their West Angelas Mine.  The pipeline will come 
off a junction on the existing gas pipeline on Turee Creek Road and run north approximately 
100kms.   
 
A camp (~70 beds) will be established near Turee Creek homestead and large quantities of pipe 
and materials will be transported over Turee Creek Road during the construction of the pipeline. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
Nil 
 
Comment: 
On Thursday 14 March the Works and Services Manager, John Dyer and Cr Norm Trenfield 
travelled to the Turee Creek site and met with representatives from Rio Tinto and other companies 
involved in the project. 
 
This report has been drafted based on verbal advice from Cr Trenfield and John Dyer. 
 
Rio Tinto have verbally agreed to the conditions listed in the recommendation.  

Title/Subject:   TUREE CREEK ROAD – HEAVY HAULAGE 
Agenda/Minute Number:  10.1 
Applicant:    
File Ref:   RD 020 
Disclosure of Interest:  
Date of Report:  15 March 2013 
Author:   Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer                             
    Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer                

    Signature Senior Officer 
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Consultation: 
Cr Norm Trenfield 
Works and Services Manager, John Dyer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded:  Cr RK Howden 

 
That Council advise Rio Tinto: 

 
All trucks using Turee Creek Road (loaded and empty) are to restrict their speed to a 
maximum of 60 kmh 

 
Rio Tinto are to water the Turee Creek Road during the Gas Pipeline construction project.  
Watering should concentrate on maintaining the integrity of the road and must be sufficient 
to ensure that no section of the road is damaged due to Rio Tinto’s operations. 

 
Rio Tinto is to provide a suitable grader and competent operator to maintain the road to a 
satisfactory standard as directed by Council’s Works and Services Manager. 

 
Rio Tinto is permitted to use Council bores and water storage ponds on Turee Creek Road 
for road maintenance purposes only in liaison with and subject to agreement with Councils 
Works and Services Manager.   

 
Rio Tinto shall provide suitable pumps and generators to supply sufficient water for road 
maintenance purposes. 
 
Rio Tinto is permitted to use material gained from Council gravel pits for road maintenance 
purposes only and only as agreed and/or directed by Council’s Works and Services 
Manager. 
 
At the completion of the gas pipeline construction works in the area, Turee Creek Road is to 
be left in good condition to the satisfaction of Council’s Works and Services Manager.    
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At least 30 days prior to the completion of the Gas Pipeline construction project, Rio Tinto is 
required to advise Shire CEO in writing of the project completion date.  

 
 CARRIED 6/0 

11  ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 

Nil 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchison, declared the meeting closed at 11.05am. 
 
 


