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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 9.35. 
 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should 
only rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within 
fourteen (14) days of this Meeting 
 
The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr TR Hutchinson   (Shire President) 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
Cr NL Trenfield 
Cr HJ Nichols 
 
 
Staff 
R McClymont    Chief Executive Officer 
CL Watson    Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
 
Apologies 
Cr AB Downing 
Cr RK Howden 
 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Cr AG Burrows 
 
Observers 
Nil 
 
 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 Nil 
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5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
 Council Resolution 
 
 Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols  
 Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
  
 That Cr AB Downing be granted a Leave of Absence for the June 2009 & July 2009 
 Meetings of Council. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
  
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD APRIL 18, 2009 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, April 18, 2009 
be confirmed. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MAY 6, 2009 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr TR Hutchinson 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting 
held Wednesday, May 6, 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 

6.3 MEEKATHARRA FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MARCH 24, 2009 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Festival Management Committee Meeting 
held Tuesday, March 24, 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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6.4 MEEKATHARRA BATTLE OF THE BANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 MEETING MINUTES HELD MARCH 25, 2009 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the minutes from the Meekatharra Battle of the Bands Management Committee 
Meeting held Wednesday, March 25, 2009 be received. 

 CARRIED 4/0 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
Nil 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2009 
 
Works and Services Report April 2009 
 
Landor Road – Construction – Old Jail House to Shire Boundary – R2R 
Project 
 
Sub-base formation over the total section has been completed as well as 12.6km of 
base-course from the northern end. The horizontal alignment throughout is of a high 
standard when taking into consideration the conditions, location and materials 
available.  As at Friday 8th May 8.5 kms of basecourse remained to be completed. 
At the present rate of production it should/could be completed by Friday 15th May. 
A further number of days will be required to erect signs and guideposts to complete 
the project. 
Plant on-site. Cat 924 Scraper (On hire), Cat Grader 12H, Volvo Grader, 1 Council 
Road train Side Tipper, 1 Burrows Road train Side Tipper, 2 Watertanks,1 Bomag 
Padfoot Roller,1 Multi tyred Roller and I Cat Dozer. 
 
Landor Road – Construction – Old Jail House to Koonmarra - RRF. 
 
Work has commenced on this section with the removal of the embankment on the 
north east of the road approximately 14kms south of the Jail House using the hire 
scraper and the Volvo grader. In order to expend the money available and complete 
the works on this section, on or about Monday the 18th May the following plant is to 
be mobilized. 
Caterpillar 12H grader, Volvo grader, 3 Water trucks (1 hire), 2 Roadtrain side 
tippers  
(1 Hire), 2 Scrapers (1 Hire), 1 Multi tyred roller, 1 Padfoot roller and 1 Flat steel 
drum vib. roller.  
 
Berringarra – Mt. Gould Road – C/F 
 
Work has commenced on this road over the first 2 kms using the hired scraper and 
Council’s Volvo grader. The first curve has been realigned on to higher ground and 
the existing banked on the south west side to catch the flows from the north east and 
channel them down to the creek crossing. Clearing for the scheduled realignment 
has inadvertently been done in the wrong place (my fault). This will be rectified in 
the near future as and when machinery is available. The priority is the Landor road 
and all available machinery is being deployed on it. 
 
  
Sandstone Road – Construction R2R Project. 
 
Due to the numerous requests received for maintenance grading of roads prior to 
cattle carting the reconstruction of this road was terminated on Thursday 30th April. 
Approximately 14kms from Hillview road south remains to receive treatment. 
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Maintenance Grading. 
 
Mike Wally is currently grading the Sandstone northward to the Airport road. This 
should be completed: hopefully by Friday 15th May. From there he is to move to the 
Landor road and do a “Hit and Miss” grade up to and slightly beyond Belele Station 
Homestead. From there he will cover the following roads in order. Turee Creek, 
Weelarrana, Bulloo Downs, Tangadee(To homestead), ABRA Mine, Ashburton  
from 40kms south of Mt. Vernon Homestead to Mingah Springs turnoff, Mingah 
Springs, Three Rivers(To highway) and Mt. Clare to boundary. 
 
John Mahoney at Moorarie Station has be contracted to grade (Hit and Miss) 
Koonmarra from Landor to Judal Station access and the access to Judal Homestead. 
 
Mt Vernon Station has been contracted to grade (Hit and Miss) the Ashburton 
Downs Road from the Homestead to the north boundary and to 40kms south of the 
homestead as well as the Pingandy road. 
 
A.G. Burrows has been contracted to grade the Sherwood, Munarra and the 
southern end of the Mt. Clare road. 
 
 
Town Crew. 
 
Report for 4 weeks ending 29/4/09 for Town Services 
 
Reorganization of Depot yard -183 hours 
 
Street Sweeping and Block Cleaning - 67 hours 
 
Plant Repairs – tyres, assisting Mechanic deliveries - 20.5 hours 
 
Repairs to Buildings -3hours 
 
Repairs to Drawn Roller -15 Hours 
 
Graffiti Removal -18 hours 
 
Footpath Repair - 2.5 hours  
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Plant Report 
P102 Traxcavator 
 
The Traxcavator had a blocked fuel filter which has changed and the fuel line 
cleaned out.  The bucket level rod was broken by a side panel falling off.   
 
P325 Smooth Drum Roller 
 
The Smooth Drum Roller, the steering cross bar has been welded in by a boiler 
maker.  Westrac to complete job. 
 
P86 CAT Scraper 
 
Cat Scraper.  All parts have been ordered for the braking system and brake repairs 
will be completed by Monday next week. 
 
P348 950G CAT Loader 
 
The fuel filters have been changed on this machine.  Fuel tank drained & fuel lines 
cleaned.   
 
P358 12H CAT Grader 
 
This machine is in excellent condition, a credit to the operator. 
 
P349 Volvo Grader 
 
This machine is in reasonable condition, a few minor faults which are being 
rectified, otherwise okay. 
 
All trucks are now being looked after, cabs clean & nipples greased when required, 
plus all trailers the same.  All trucks apart from the new trucks are coming up for 
service within the next two weeks. 
 
P396 Bomag Roller 
 
We are having major problems from the supplier getting the correct fuel filters for 
this machine which is due for service shortly. 
 
P108 CAT Grader 
 
A lot of work has been done on the air con system of this machine and is currently 
being rectified. 
 
PC1 Camp Genset 
 
Has just had a service, next service 1059.60hours. 
 
 
All other equipment is in good condition. 
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Alan Haslett 
Works and Services Manager 
 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Works & Services Manager’s report for April 2009 be received. 
 
CARRIED 4/0
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2009 
 

MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
Monthly Report 

APRIL 2009 
 
 
 

Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Once again, aircraft movements showed some signs of improvement and 
have certainly increased  over the past 2 months, albeit still a long way 
down on the same period of previous years. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between April 2008 and April  2009. 
 
   
 April 2008 April 2009 Variance 
    
General Aircraft Landed: 192 156 -19% 
  
Avgas 26,760 ltrs 17,500ltrs -35% 
Jet A1                                        81,103 ltrs         41,500 ltrs -49% 
 
Total Fuel Sold 107,863ltrs 59,000 ltrs -45%  
 
Aircraft numbers were boosted slightly by a number of RAAF PC9 trainer 
aircraft passing through for fuel. 
 
     
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Aerodrome works for the month include: 
 

• Completion of the trees along the access road.  These have all been underpruned as well 
as tidied up around the basins etc, displaying a very neat avenue of trees both sides of the 
road. 

• Preparation of garden beds with fencing for planting out of annual flowers over the next two 
weeks. 
 
Feral Dogs: 
 
Over the past 3 months, packs of stray town dogs have been observed in 
and around the airport grounds.  I have noticed kangaroos mauled and left 
to die. 
 
It seems these stray packs are rampant in areas surrounding the town and 
pose a serious threat to our native wildlife and pet animals that may be out 
wandering. 
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Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

• Resealing of taxiway and runway shoulders. 
• Replacement of out of date runway lights. 
• Repaint all runway markings. 
• Replace asbestos on workshop buildings. 
• Finalisation of the fire service system. 

 
 
 
Long term parking of single bodied Jet aircraft 
 
Nothing has been heard from the company that originally contacted us 
about the parking despite being notified that the council had agreed to be 
involved. 
 
 
Annual Aerodrome Inspection (CASA) 
 
The annual CASA inspection/audit is due to be carried out over the 20th – 
22nd May.  Areas of interest this year will be : 
 

• Our Aerodrome Safety Management System and how the implementation and operations of 
this plan are being handled. 
 

• Audit of the Technical and Electrical inspection reports and our response to identified areas 
of concern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
11th April 2009 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That the Airport Managers report for April 2009 be received. 

 
CARRIED 4/0
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  9.1.3 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – APRIL 2009 

   
The April School Holiday Program went well. We had a total attendance of 486                   
kids during the two weeks. Stella did a ribbon making and dancing workshop with 
the younger girls which they thoroughly enjoyed. We did other crafty sessions plus 
board games (which the kids love) and the basketball.  
 
A Blue Light Disco was held on Friday 17th. The discos are always popular and 
enjoyed by all who attend. These happen on the second Friday of every month 
(thanks to our friends in Blue). 
 
3 on 3 basketball is a favourite for the older kids and this happens on Wednesday 
nights when Karalundi don’t come in. 
 
Weather permitting we were taking kids to the swimming pool, otherwise the Youth 
Centre was open for the after school sessions. The swimming pool closed 30th April.  
When it rains we do not open the Youth Centre because the wet cement is very 
slippery and dangerous (both inside and out) plus kids having to get home.    
We are ready and organised for our Winter Program (Netball, Footy & Auskick).  I 
have attached a copy of the fixtures and travel plans.  
 
The Cooking and Dining Sessions are going really well. We have four cooking 
stations set up with 3-4 kids cooking the meal, then all the kids who attend 
(approximately 30 kids) get to sit down and eat a nutritious meal which they have 
all had a go at preparing. They also now help us with the washing up, cleaning the 
kitchen and putting away. Originally we had planned to get the kids to sit at tables 
and learn how to set the table, plus teach them table manners, but we have not got 
enough tables and chairs at present. Hopefully in the near future we will have some.    
I have attached a copy of the planned monthly menu. 
 
The total attendance for April was boys 411 and girls 301, being 712 all together. 
Watch this space for more information on events and programs organised by the 
Youth Centre staff. 
Elaine King 
Anthony Lloyd 
Daniel Seneque  
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2009 Football and Netball Fixtures 
Round Date  time Team V Team  Where  
1 10/05/09 10am 

11.20am  
Meeka v Karalundi 
Wiluna v Magnet   

Meeka 
Meeka   

2 17/05/09 10.30am  
10.30am 

Magnet v Karalundi 
Wiluna v Meeka   

Magnet 
Wiluna  

3 24/05/09 10.30am 
10.30am 

Magnet v Meeka 
Karalundi v Wiluna 

Meeka  
Karalundi  

4 31/05/09 10am 
11.20am 

Karalundi v Meeka 
 Wiluna v magnet  

 Karalundi 
Karalundi 

5 07/06/09 10am 
11.20am 

Karalundi v Magnet 
Meeka v Wiluna  

Meeka 
Meeka 

6 14/06/09 10.30am 
10.30am 

Wiluna v Karalundi 
Magnet v Meeka 

Wiluna 
Magnet  

7 21/06/09 10am 
11.20am 

Meeka v Karalundi 
Magnet v Wiluna 

Meeka 
Meeka  

 School holidays     
8 02/08/09 10am 

11.20am  
Magnet v Karalundi 
Wiluna v Meeka  

Meeka 
Meeka 

9 09/08/09 10am 
11.20am 

Magnet v Meeka 
Wiluna v Karalundi  

Karalundi 
Karalundi 

10 16/08/09 10am 
11.20am 

Karalundi v Meeka 
Magnet v Wiluna 

Meeka 
Meeka  

11 30/08/09 10.30am 
10.30am 

Karalundi V Magnet 
Meeka V Wiluna 

Magnet 
Wiluna 

12 06/09/09 10am 
11.20am 

Meeka v Magnet 
Wiluna v Karalundi 

Meeka 
Meeka  

  
13/09/09 

 
Finals fixtures yet 

 
To be determined 

 

     
 
 
Please arrive at least 20 minutes before your game starts. 
If you are unable to make it to for your game, please let me and the SRO of 
the team you’re playing know as soon as possible. 
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   Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 

 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Youth Centre report for April 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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 9.1.4 RANGER’S REPORT – APRIL 2009 
 

 Activity Statement 

 

 I attended Meekatharra on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 April 2009.  13 unregistered dogs 
 were destroyed.  Three dogs are to be licensed. 

 I also attended Meekatharra on Monday 20, Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 April 2009.  
 On this visit, seven unregistered dogs were destroyed. 

 Patrols were conducted of the town site and surrounding camping areas. 

 

 Peter Smith 

 28 April 2009 

 

   Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Ranger’s report for April 2009 be received. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.1.5 STATUS REPORTS 
 

Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
 
15/07/06 

 
9.3.6 

 
Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 
Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are 
presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 

 
CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

 
15/07/06 

 
9.5.1 

 
Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 
Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request 
Minister for Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has 
no objections to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

 
CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

 
15/07/06 

 
9.5.2 

 
Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 
That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 
3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water 
Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine 
Townsite. 

 
CEO/ 
CONS/ 
CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 
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19/08/06 

 
9.5.2 

 
Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 
Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 
objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request 
CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be 
interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on 
Lot 922. 

 
CEO 

 
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 
have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

 
Complete 
In progress 

 
15/12/06 

 
9.5.3 

 
Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 
Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure 
that Council and community groups who store items on the 
reserves can continue to do so with unrestricted access and 
also to ensure that Council secures the necessary access for 
the Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised 
lease be presented to Council for approval. 

 
CEO 

  

 
20/1/07 

 
9.6.2 

 
Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 
The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. 
The works could be done by our own staff or could be 
subcontracted out.  

 
CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

 
Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew.  will be completed with other 
Capital works in 2008-09 
 
Plant & Expertise Required – Sub 
Contract with Townsite Works 
2008/09  
 
March – April WSM 
 

 

 
17/2/07 

 
9.4.3 

 
Grant Applications for Drive Trail 
As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply 
has been received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

 
CDAO 

 
Letters written to funding bodies 

- Regional Development 
Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
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confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are unable 
to be answered at this stage.  

have been 
received for 
PARs 

 
15/03/08 

 
10.1.1 

 
Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 
Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

 
CEO/WSM 

 
CEO to discuss details of this 
proposal with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 
writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

 
Pending 

 
17/05/08 

 
9.6.1 

 
Judal- Mileura rd section 
Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Preferred link 
Between the shires 

 
CEO/ WSM 

 
Mr Walsh be advised of this decision 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

 
Complete 
19.05.08 
In process 

 
21/06/08 

 
9.3.6 

 
Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic with 
calico and charge for the calico bags. 

 
CEO 

 
Purchase 10,000 calico bags  
Consult Retailers 
Commence project 

 
23/06/08 
In Process 

 
19/07/08 

 
9.4.1 

 
Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-painting 
the tanks 

 
CDAO 

 
Enquiries to the water corp in regard 
repainting the welcome sign and 
clearing under growth. 
Painting a welcome sign on the south 
tank. 

 
In Progress 

 
15/11/08 
 

 
9.5.1 

 
Staff Housing/buildings 
Renovate Lot 86 & 87 Main St 
Engage suitable person to produce plans & specis for 

• Swimming Pool Roof 
• Lot 208 Hill St 
• Lots 86 & 87 Main Street 

 

 
CDSM 

 
 
 
Engage consultant 
Meeting to be held onsite – 11/02/09 

 
In Progress 
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19/12/08 
 
 

 
9.5.1 

 
Acquisition of Electro Magnet for use at Rubbish Tip 

 
 

 
Purchase 24volt electro magnet 
Purchase SH tracked vehicle 

 

 
19/12/08 
 

 
10.1 

 
Move Notice Boards from front of Lloyds 

 
CEO 

 
Discuss possible new location with 
owner of Farmer Jacks 
 

 
 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.2.4 

 
Outstanding Rates – Greater than 3 years old 

 
CDSM 

 
Report to be written for next meeting 
outlining actions, options. 
Disadvantages, etc 

 
In Progress 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.3.1 

 
2008/09 Councillor Sitting Fees & President & Deputy 
President Allowance 

 
CDSM 

 
Will form part of the Budget 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.3.2 

 
Amendment to significant account policies 

 
CDSM 

 
Will form part of 08/09 Annual Report 

 
Complete 
 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.5.1 

 
Strategic Waste Management Plan 2009 

 
CDSM 

 
Neil Mitchell, CEO Yalgoo Notified of 
Councils decision 21/04/09. Copy of 
Item emailed 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.5.2 

 
Yulella Vision Development Lot 18 Main Street 

 
CDSM 

 
Planning Permit 01/09 issued 
24/04/09 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.3.4 

 
Squash Court – Expressions of Interest/Quotes 
Contractor appointed, project to proceed 

 
CEO 

 
Contract Info to Civic Legal 21/08/09 
Letter to Contractor 20/04/09 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09  

 
9.3.5 

 
Convention/Conference/Workshop – Attendance 
Attendance at CEO discretion – contact Cr Trenfield 

 
CEO 

 
CEO & Cr Trenfield to attend Reform 
workshop. 

 
Complete 
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18/04/09 

 
9.3.6 

 
Local Law Amendment 
Dogs Amendment Local Law to be made. 

 
CEO 

 
Letter to JSCDL 23/04/09 & Law 
making process commenced 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09  

 
9.3.7 

 
Aircraft Parking/Storage – Meekatharra Aerodrome 
Agreed to consider a proposal subject to details. 

 
CEO 

 
ADM 301 Email Sent 23/04/09 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09  
 

 
9.3.8 

 
Local Government Reform Strategies 
Answers to Reform Checklist agreed. 

 
CEO 

 
Checklist Sent to LGRST 21/04/09 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09 

 
04 

 
Public Question Time – Eric O’Dempsey 

 
CEO/CDAO 

 
Letter sent to Eric 05/05/09 
Suggestions to budget meeting 

 
Complete 

 
18/04/09 

 
9.3.3 

 
Request of Support for Meekatharra Local Justice Agreement 
To be discussed further next meeting 

 
CDAO 

 
Include in Agenda for May meeting  

 
Complete 

 
18/4/09 

 
9.4.1 

 
Request from Meekatharra Speedway Club to use railway 
lines stored at the depot. 
Agreed to donate rail line – subject to Health Dept approval 
+ Use hole borer 
 

 
CDAO 

 
Letter to Speedway 24/4/09 
Health Dept has approved use of 45lb 
rail line. 

 
Complete 

 
18/4/09  

 
10.1.1 

 
Sale of Concrete Pre-Mix – Pre-mix not for sale. 

 
WKS 
MANAGER 

 
Advised Quality Builders Kalamunda – 
Concrete Premix not for sale 21/4/09. 

 
Complete 
 

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

CARRIED 4/0
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED APRIL 30, 2009 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 MARCH 2009 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  

 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
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Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the financial report for the period ending April 30, 2009 be received. 

 
CARRIED 4/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 

COUNCIL 
There were no actions taken under delegated powers that require reporting to Council in April 
2009 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 MAY 2009 
AUTHOR:  HITESH HANS 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:         

     
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for April 
30, 2009. 
 
 

CARRIED 4/0
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED APRIL 2009 
 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 MAY 2009 
AUTHOR:  HITESH HANS 
  DEBTORS & CREDITORS OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:

  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
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Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $199,282.81 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $           0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $           0.00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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Cr JE Burgemeister & Cr HJ Nichols left the meeting at 11.07am 

Cr JE Burgemeister & Cr HJ Nichols returned to the meeting at 11.09am 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 9.2.4  2009/2010 DRAFT MANAGEMENT BUDGET 
 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM0242 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 11TH MAY 2009 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 
 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report presents the 2009/10 Draft Management Budget to Council for its 
consideration. 
 
Attachments: 
2009/10 Draft Management Budget 
 
Background: 
Every year Council is required to adopt a budget for that financial year. 
 
Comment: 
The attached budget is the Management Budget for the financial year 2009/2010 
and once accepted will lead to the production of the Statutory Budget for the same 
period. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
All Councilors 
All Internal & External Staff 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995 and associated Regulations requires a 
Local Government to prepare and adopt a budget for its Municipal Fund. 
    



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MAY 16, 2009 
Page 65 

Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The Annual Budget details all income and expenditure for the forth coming 
financial year. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council receives the 2009/10 Draft Management Budget as attached and 
make any additions, deletions or modifications as it sees fit. 

 
CARRIED 4/0 
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9.2.5 REVIEW OF THE SCHEDULE OF FEES & CHARGES 
 
LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM0242 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11th May 2009 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report presents the revised Schedule of Fees and Charges to Council for its 
consideration. 
 
Attachments: 
Revised Schedule of Fees and Charges 
 
Background: 
The Local Government Act 1995 allows Councils to recoup some costs through the 
implementation of a Schedule of Fees and Charges. 
 
Comment: 
The Schedule of Fees and Charges is included as part of the Statutory Budget and 
should be revised at least annually. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Mal Trenfield – Contract Airport Manager 
Bill Atyeo – Contract EHO/Building Surveyor 
Administration Staff 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 section 6.16 allows for the setting of the Schedule of 
Fees & Charges.  
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
The Schedule of Fees and Charges allows Council to recoup some of the costs it 
incurs while performing its functions.  The Schedule of Fees and Charges are 
adopted as part of the Annual Budget 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation  
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 
That Council reviews the 2009/10 Schedule of Fees and Charges as attached 
and makes any additions, deletions or modifications as it sees fit. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That this item lay on the table until the June 2009 Meeting to allow for 
additional information on airport income to be presented. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

 9.3.1 REQUEST OF SUPPORT FOR MEEKATHARRA LOCAL JUSTICE  
   AGREEMENT 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: STELLA JOHNSON 
FILE REF: ADM0114 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12 June 2009 
AUTHOR:  STELLA JOHNSON 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 

 

  
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
Summary: 
A request has been received by CEO Roy McClymont to sign off the Meekatharra 
Local Justice agreement as a representative of the Shire Meekatharra. 
 
Attachments: 
Meekatharra Local Justice Agreement 
 
Background: 
The Local Justice Agreement aims to reflect and support the requirements of the 
Western Australian Aboriginal Justice Agreement 2004 by focusing on the 
following justice outcomes: 
1. Safe and sustainable communities 
2. Reduction in the number of victims of crime; and 
3. Reduction of over-representation of Aboriginal people in the criminal justice 

system 
The Geraldton Aboriginal Services employed a consultant Mike Collins to develop 
a justice plan to address the Aboriginal justice issues in Meekatharra and this was 
completed in conjunction with the Aboriginal Community.  The concept is for the 
Aboriginal community to work with government and non government service 
providers to address issues of concern in their community.  A number of 
consultative meetings were held in Meekatharra to develop the plan and Megan 
Alchin, Community Development Officer, represented the Shire.   
Six key issues have been identified: 
1. Youth issues 
2. Substance Abuse 
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3. Family Violence 
4. Mental health Services 
5. Domestic Violence 
6. Reducing Incarceration   
 
The Shire has been requested to review youth services available and develop 
options as below: 
 
Priority Issue 1  
Action1.4. Identify and list the issues impacting on Aboriginal children and youth 
in Meekatharra and services currently available to address them. 
List issues and services. 
 
Action 1.5 Improving activities and programs for youth in Meekatharra 
Evaluate (map and gap) the existing programs available to children and youth in 
Meekatharra. 
Investigate the possibility of the introduction of additional out of school activities youth in 
Meekatharra – cultural activities, sports activities, art activities. 
Research activities available under Government and non-Government programs. 
Identify programs that may be considered applicable and appropriate for Meekatharra 
children and youth. 
Identify resources required to implement appropriate programs. 
Implement programs to address issues affecting Aboriginal children and youth in 
Meekatharra. 
 
Comment: 
The Shire of Meekatharra has been actively involved in Action 1.4 with other 
services and the community. The Meekatharra Youth Centre is currently working 
on Action 1.5 as part of its core business. 
This Agenda Item was presented at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Saturday 
April 18th where it was agreed to lay the item on the table for discussion at the 
Ordinary Council Meeting of 16th  May, after more consideration had been given to 
the document.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Mitchell Bradley –Regional Coordinator, Aboriginal Services Geraldton 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Western Australian Aboriginal Justice Agreement 2004 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Council endorses the Meekatharra Local Justice Agreement, authorises 
the Chief Executive Officer to sign the agreement on behalf of Council and 
commits to reviewing youth services available and developing options as set 
out in the Local Justice Agreement. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.3.2 CEO ANNUAL LEAVE AND APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CEO 

LOCATION: District 
APPLICATION: CEO 
FILE REF:  
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  
DATE OF REPORT: 11 May 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
The CEO seeks Council’s approval for leave and the appointment of an Acting 
CEO during his absence. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
 
Comment: 
Two batches of leave are requested as follows; 
 
From Thursday 6 August 2009 to Tuesday 18 August 2009 inclusive (9 days annual 
leave) 
 
From Monday 26 October 2009 to Friday 13 November 2009 inclusive (15 days 
annual leave).   
 
Sufficient leave will be accrued for this time off.   
 
Cameron Watson has indicated his acceptance of the acting CEO role during these 
periods of leave. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995   
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Council approve the CEO’s request for leave from 6/8/09 to 18/8/09 
inclusive and 26/10/09 to 13/11/09 inclusive and appoint Cameron Watson as 
Acting Chief Executive Officer during these periods. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
9.5  HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 

  
9.5.1 TOWN PLANNING – CHANGE OF USE – ELDERS PREMISES 

 
LOCATION: Lot 62 Hill Street 
APPLICANT: DARREN CHARLES TRENFIELD 
FILE REFERENCE: Lot 62 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8th May 2009 

AUTHOR: W.V. ATYEO 
 Environmental Health Officer/Building   
 Surveyor 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  

SENIOR OFFICER: ROY McCLYMONT 
 Chief Executive Officer 

    

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
    

Summary: 
 
Darren Trenfield wishes to conduct his business from what was the Elders shed at 
Lot 62 Hill Street. The proposed development is a permitted use within the Town 
Planning Scheme and I will be recommending that a planning permit be granted 
with conditions. 
 
Lot 62 is Zoned “Commercial” in the Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme, and the 
building is already established. 
 
Background: 
 
The Shire received an application from Darren to conduct his business from the 
shed that Elders used to operate. A representative of Elders has signed approval on 
the application form and it has not been indicated whether or not there is any future 
development of the Lot anticipated. 
 
Comments: 
I can see no impediment for the Shire approving a permit for the proposed use. 
Darren wishes to conduct his business from the office, and to store and sell air 
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conditioning and electrical items and equipment utilising the shed part of the 
building.  
 
I feel the proposed use will enhance the commercial area of the town, and will be an 
asset to the town as well and its community. The Lot will be maintained in a neat 
and clean appearance, and it will be good to see the movement of people through 
the area. 
 
Consultation: 
Proponent – Mr Darren Trenfield 
Corporate and Services Development Manager – Cameron Watson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Meekatharra Town Planning Scheme No 3 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 

Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 
That Council: 
 Approves the proposed development by Mr Darren Charles Trenfield to 
operate his electrical business from the already established office and shed at 
Lot 62 Hill Street, with the following conditions forming part of the approval: 

1. The use hereby permitted shall not cause injury to or prejudicially effect the 
amenity of the locality by reason of the processes carried on, the materials, 
goods and machinery used and stored or by reason of the emission of smoke, 
dust, fumes, odour, noise, vibration, waste product or otherwise. 

2. The use of the premises as applied for shall not be changed or added to without 
the consent of Council. 

3. No incinerator is to be provided or used on the site. All refuse shall be 
regularly removed to Council's tip and not stored on the Lot. 

4.  All stormwater emanating from the lot is to be discharged to a legal point of 
disposal so that it does not cross the boundaries of any adjacent lot or cause 
any detriment to the adjacent lots. 

5. The loading and unloading of vehicles and the delivery of goods or plant to and 
from the site shall at all times be carried out wholly within the site. 

6.  The footpaths adjoining the lot shall be maintained by the applicant to the 
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satisfaction of Councils Town Foreman. 
7.  The owner, the occupier and the manager of the premises shall at all times 

each make reasonable endeavours to ensure that the premises do not create a 
nuisance and annoyance to neighbours or otherwise  disturb the amenity of the 
area. 

8.  All parking of business vehicles, and staff vehicles, will be within the 
boundaries of the leased area. 

9.  The storage of any goods outside the confines of the proposed building/s is not 
permitted under any circumstances. 

10. The footpaths adjoining the lot shall be maintained, and be clean and tidy at all 
times, by the applicant to the satisfaction of Councils Works and Services 
Manager. 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That Council: 
 Approves the proposed development by Mr Darren Charles Trenfield to 
operate his electrical business from the already established office and shed at 
Lot 62 Hill Street, with the following conditions forming part of the approval: 

1. The use hereby permitted shall not cause injury to or prejudicially effect the 
amenity of the locality by reason of the processes carried on, the materials, 
goods and machinery used and stored or by reason of the emission of smoke, 
dust, fumes, odour, noise, vibration, waste product or otherwise. 

2. The use of the premises as applied for shall not be changed or added to without 
the consent of Council. 

3. No incinerator is to be provided or used on the site. All refuse shall be 
regularly removed to Council's tip and not stored on the Lot. 

4. All stormwater emanating from the lot is to be discharged to a legal point of 
disposal so that it does not cross the boundaries of any adjacent lot or cause 
any detriment to the adjacent lots. 

5. The loading and unloading of vehicles and the delivery of goods or plant to and 
from the site shall at all times be carried out wholly within the site. 

6. The owner, the occupier and the manager of the premises shall at all times 
each make reasonable endeavours to ensure that the premises do not create a 
nuisance and annoyance to neighbours or otherwise  disturb the amenity of the 
area. 

7. All parking of business vehicles, and staff vehicles, will be within the 
boundaries of the leased area. 

8. The storage of any goods outside the confines of the proposed building/s is not 
permitted under any circumstances. 

 
 Reason for change from officer recommendation: 
  
 Item Six is removed as it is a duplication for Item Ten.  Item Ten is removed as 
 Council feels that no other business has this requirement imposed on them. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
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9.6  WORKS & SERVICES 
 
10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF 

THE MEETING 
 
  Council Resolution 
 
  Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
  Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
  That the late items be included as items of an urgent nature introduced by 

 Resolution of Council. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
 

10.1.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM STRATEGIES 
LOCATION: WA State 
APPLICANT: Local Government Minister 
FILE REF: ADM 330 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
DATE OF REPORT: 15 May 2009 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
 
Summary: 
There are a number of issues and strategies that council may now wish to consider 
in relation to the Local Government Reform agenda. 
 
Attachments: 
Copy – Local Governance Reform Funding Program – Grant Application 
Information 
Copy – Local Governance Reform Funding Assistance Form 
 
Councillors have previously been sent the Local Government Reform Steering 
Committee Bulletin No 2-2009, Frequently Asked Questions and Structural Reform 
Guidelines. 
 
Background: 
In March 2009 Council resolved: 
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That Council:  
1.  note the information and requests contained in, and attached to, Bulletin 2-2009 
from the Local Government Reform Steering Committee.   
 
2.  endorse and approve the action of the CEO and Shire President in writing to 
neighbouring Council’s seeking their position on Local Government Reform. 
 
3.  on the matter of Local Government Reform Strategies as recently communicated 
by the Minister for Local Government and the Local Government Reform Steering 
Committee, adopts the following position: 
 
Council will complete the Local Government Reform Checklist by the due date of 
30 April 2009.  Staff are to prepare a draft for discussion at the April 2009 Council 
meeting.   
 
Council is willing to discuss structural reform, voluntary amalgamation and/or 
boundary changes with other interested Councils.   
 
However, given:  

• the town of Meekatharra’s remote, isolated location,  
• that the Shire of Meekatharra (in area) is one of the largest shires in WA 

(and therefore the world),  
• that Council’s unsealed road network is the fifth largest in WA and  
• that Council resources are already fully and efficiently employed,  

Council can currently see no clear and present benefit to its residents, ratepayers 
or stakeholders in undertaking any adjustment to its boundaries.   
 
Council will ultimately only agree to any boundary adjustment if, as a result of any 
proposed boundary change, it is clearly established and proven that there will be 
benefits to current the residents, ratepayers and all stakeholders of the shire over 
the short, medium and long term.  
 
4.  authorises the CEO, in consultation with the Shire President, to undertake initial 
discussions concerning Local Government Reform with any neighbouring CEO, 
whose Council wishes to undertake such discussions.  These discussions would take 
the form of fact finding and fleshing out the basic details of any proposal or 
suggestion – with no commitment or decisions to be made on behalf of the Shire of 
Meekatharra.  The outcomes of any such discussions are to be reported to Council 
as soon as possible. 
 
Comment: 
Council may wish to consider the following issues/strategies concerning the 
preferred way to progress towards the August submission deadline: 
 
1.  Participation in a joint submission and/or research with other zone members 

(Cue, Mt Magnet, Yalgoo, Sandstone & Murchison). 
2.  Participation in a joint funding application with other zone members to engage a 

consultant to prepare a joint submission (Potentially $10,00 per shire = $60,000) 
3.  Joining with zone members to seek an extension of time beyond the August 

deadline to 31 October 2009. 
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4.  Seeking input and views of the district community by undertaking a community 
consultation process. 

5.  The basic content of Council’s Reform Submission (what information would 
Council like to be included in its Reform Submission) 

6.  Engaging a consultant/s to assist staff with preparation of the submission to the 
Minister (including statistical research). 

 
 
 
 
 
Joint Zone Submission 
At the Murchison Zone meeting (8/5/09) members agreed to the following 
proposals: 
 
1.  To submit a joint application for funding of $60,000 to assist with research and 
investigation of reform issues in the Zone. 
2.  To engage a consultant to prepare a joint submission to the Minister. 
3.  To jointly request an extension of time from the Minister for submissions to the 

Department of Local Government from the end of August to the end of October 
2009. 

 
The zone secretary has been requested to hold off on sending any letters or 
applications until each Council has considered the above agreements. 
 
At the zone meeting the Minister and other officials suggested that the use of 
funding is quite flexible.   
 
The agreements reached at the meeting were based on information and discussions 
which had those present conclude that funding could be used to undertake 
investigative research that would provide support of each Council’s current position 
on the reform issue.   
 
However the Grant Application documents suggest that a reform submission (and 
therefore funding) must focus on the following areas: 
1.Amalgamation 
2.Representation 
3.Regional Groupings 
4.Amalgamation transition timelines. 
 
Where local governments make a combined submission, one local government is to 
be nominated to coordinate and report on the expenditure and acquittal of funds. 
 
A most significant requirement is that the CEO of the coordinating local 
government must sign a declaration on the grant application form which declares 
(in part) the groups agreement that “Expenditure will be allocated towards the 
examination of a preferred amalgamated structure; council representation from 6 
to 9 elected members and preferred regional grouping.” 
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Clearly, the above agreement would require participating Council’s to pursue a 
course of action that is in contradiction of their current positions on Local 
Government Reform. 
 
In any case, staff consider that a joint submission would necessarily involve each 
council formally agreeing to the detail of every stage of the process.  Given the 
sensitive nature of the subject matter it is most important that each participating 
Council is fully informed and agrees to each decision and step of the process.  Staff 
consider that this process could potentially take many months. 
 
 
 
By way of example the process should most likely include:   

• Each Council resolving to provide written confirmation agreeing to 
participate in the reform process. (Required) 

• A Council and CEO agreeing to be the coordinating local government.  
(This could be an onerous commitment) 

• Council consideration of task sharing or payment for services to the 
coordinating local authority. 

• Each Council agreeing to the above appointment and arrangement. 
• Each Council agreeing to the preliminary scope of the project budget (as 

required in the grant application) 
• Each Council agreeing to the final scope and brief for the project. 
• Each Council agreeing to the process to be used to recruit a consultant. 
• Each Council agreeing to the person and/or company to be appointed as the 

consultant. 
• Then finally, each Council agreeing to the joint Reform Submission.  

 
The above could be condensed down to perhaps 3 separate agenda items for each 
Council to consider - or perhaps two if some delegation is provided to the 
coordinating authority.  Best case, with zero contentious issues, a suitable 
consultant being available quickly and possibly some special meetings of Council’s, 
it may be possible to meet the August (or proposed October) deadline.   
 
However even the most optimistic person would concede that the process will very 
likely take more than five months (assuming an extension is granted to October).  
 
Community Consultation 
The Structural Reform Guidelines suggest community consultation in the event that 
Council mergers are being considered.  Given Council’s position on reform and the 
absence of any of our neighbours indicating their desire to discuss reform or 
mergers, there would appear to be no explicit need for Council to undertake any 
community consultation on the reform issue. 
 
The guidelines state: “As part of the Reform Submission and to engender support 
and understanding of the preferred reform option, it is expected that elected 
members, staff and the community will be given an opportunity to contribute to 
open discussions on amalgamation and that their views will be represented in the 
Reform Submission to be forwarded to the Minister.” 
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However, Council may consider that community input into this important and 
sensitive issue is warranted. 
 
Community consultation can be achieved via a multitude of processes.  Generally 
the aim and target audience of the consultation will help define the best method and 
approach. 
 
Council should note that any form of community consultation (no matter how 
simple) is extremely time consuming.  There is currently no internal capacity to 
undertake this without seeking external assistance. 
 
 
Submission Contents 
With only three months to go until the submission deadline, the CEO now seeks 
Council input as to what information should be included in Council’s Reform 
Submission. 
 
Depending on the extent and level of information required by Council, staff may 
require assistance in researching and preparing the submission. 
 
The Structural Reform Guidelines state “Action – Councils to resolve to advise the 
Minister of its intention for structural reform in relation to amalgamation, the 
number of councillors and regional groupings.” 
 
Amalgamation:  Given Council’s position on reform, and the absence of any of our 
neighbours indicating their desire to discuss reform or mergers, council’s response 
on amalgamations may be generally in accordance with its recently adopted 
position on reform (subject to any further developments up to August 2009). 
 
Number of Councillors: Would Council consider a reduction from seven to six 
Councillors which is currently the minimum allowed under the Local Government 
Act 1995? 
 
Regional Groupings: Is Council happy with the current regional grouping 
(Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, Yalgoo, Murchison and Sandstone)?   
 
Supporting Information and Documentation: What information would Council 
like included in its Reform Submission?  
 
Consultation: 
Murchison Zone CEO’s 
Cr Hutchinson, Shire President 
Cr Trenfield, Deputy Shire President 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
Council has formed a position on local government reform. 
 
Financial Implications: 
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Potential for significant costs in terms of staff time, resources and consultant fees. 
Potential for funding assistance up to $10,000 to assist with the preparation of a 
submission. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
 
 
 
Officers Recommendations / Council Resolutions: 
 
Joint Zone Submission 
 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That Council advise the Executive Officer, Murchison Country Zone and all 
member Council’s that, after due consideration, the Shire of Meekatharra: 
 
1. Does not wish to participate in a joint Reform Submission or joint funding 

application under the Local Government Reform Funding Program. 
2. Does not wish to be a part of any request for an extension of time for 

lodgment of Reform Submissions. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
Community Consultation 
 
Moved:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded:  Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That Council does not specifically seek community views on Local 
Government Reform or engage in a specific community consultation process.  
Council of course welcomes any comments or suggestions from the community 
on any Local Government matter or issue. 
 

CARRIED 4/0 
Submission Contents 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 
That Council include in the Reform Submission:   
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MAY 16, 2009 
Page 147 

• a statement advising of Council’s position concerning amalgamations 
and local government reform, 

• a proposal to reduce the number of elected members to 6 (six) to be 
effective for the 2011 elections and 

• its intention to work collaboratively within a regional grouping 
comprising the local governments of Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, 
Yalgoo, Murchison and Sandstone.  Council will also continue to 
communicate and share information and knowledge with its other 
bordering neighbours being the local governments of Wiluna, East 
Pilbara, Ashburton and Upper Gascoyne.   

 
Further, that Council provides the CEO with some general guidance and 
suggestions as to information and documentation that should be included in 
the Reform Submission along with guidance as to the amount of time and 
resources that should be directed to the Reform Submission task.  
 
Council Resolution: 

 
Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded:  Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That Council include in the Reform Submission:   
 

• a statement advising of Council’s position concerning amalgamations 
and local government reform, 

• its intention to work collaboratively within a regional grouping 
comprising the local governments of Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, 
Yalgoo, Murchison and Sandstone.  Council will also continue to 
communicate and share information and knowledge with its other 
bordering neighbours being the local governments of Wiluna, East 
Pilbara, Ashburton and Upper Gascoyne.   

 
Council discussed the reform submission and agreed that it should consist of a 
letter of about one to two pages that addresses the Ministers requirements and 
outlines Council’s position on the matter.  Staff should not undertake any 
further or additional research on the matter.  Council considered that it may 
also be appropriate to include details of any existing resource sharing 
arrangements/agreements such as the Murchison Executive Groups’ “Shared 
Portfolios, Functions and Tasks”.  

 
CARRIED 4/0 

 
Reason for change from officer recommendation: 
 
Six Councillors is felt to be too few for the Meekatharra Shire and 
additionally, Council has recently reduced its elected members from 9 to 7 and 
removed the ward system. 
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__________________________________________________________________________   
 

Cr NL Trenfield left the meeting at 11.17am 
Cr NL Trenfield returned to the meeting at 11.19am 

 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
 10.1.2 CREATION OF RESERVE FUND 
 
  Council Resolution 
 
  Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
  Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
   

That a new Reserve Fund be created for Reseals & Rejuvenation of Sealed 
Roads and that staff project future reseal requirements and provide transfer 
estimates for future Council budgets.    

 
CARRIED 4/0 

 
11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson declared the meeting closed at 3.41pm. 


