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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
The President Cr T R Hutchinson declared the meeting open at 9.30am. 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, omission 
or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only rely on 
written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) days of this 
Meeting 
 
The President Cr T R Hutchinson read allowed the disclaimer. 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr T R Hutchinson      (President) 
Cr B A O’Dwyer       (Vice President) 
Cr A G Burrows 
Cr S R Bajrai 
Cr N L Trenfield 
Cr H Nichols 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont       (CEO) 
Cameron Watson      (DCEO) 
Mal Trenfield (954 – 10.05)     Airport Manager 
 
Apologies 
Cr M D E Bain 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Cr R K Howden 
 
Observers 
Nil 
 

3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Nil 
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5. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
That Cr Bain be allowed a leave of absence for the July 2007 Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 
Moved:  Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr A G Burrows       CARRIED 6/0 

 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD MAY 19, 2007 

Council Resolution: 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, May 19, 2007 be 
confirmed. 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai        CARRIED 6/0 
 

6.2 HEALTH BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 MINUTES HELD MAY 11, 2007 

Council Resolution: 
That the minutes from the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday, May 9, 2007 be received. 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai        CARRIED 6/0 
 

6.3 FESTIVAL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Council Resolution: 
That the minutes from the Festival Planning Committee Meeting held Monday, April 30, 2007 
be received. 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr N L Trenfield       CARRIED 6/0 
 

7. PETITION/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATION/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8. ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDEING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
The President Cr T R Hutchinson announced the Works Supervisor, Mr Terry Clarke, ceased 
employment with the Shire of Meekatharra effective Friday June 15, 2007. 
 
Shire President Cr T R Hutchinson announced that on Friday June 15, 2007, he attended a farewell 
function, at which he made a presentation of a plaque to the Reverend John Boundy for his services 
to the St John Ambulance Service in the Meekatharra district. 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORK SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – MAY 2007 
Construction 
Mt. Clere Road 
Phase two of this project is almost completed, with just a section of roadway from the Buttah 
t/off to the creek that feeds Minderoo Pool to be raised and sheeted. The material for this 
section will be sourced from the Buttah l/stone pit, where Council’s contracted dozer has 
pushed up a quantity of suitable material for this purpose. 
The re-alignment section of phase two has been completed. This work includes extensive off-
road drainage structures which, in a ‘normal’ flood scenario should be more than sufficient to 
divert flood waters to the newly constructed (3) floodways. 
The construction crew is setting up camp at the rear of the 70km pit near Mud- Hole Bore. The 
siteing of the camp in this location will eliminate the need for a camp shift at a later date, as 
phase three and four of the Mt. Clere project can be serviced from this central point. 
 
Maintenance 
Grading 
Council’s maintenance grader has completed grading of the Weelarrana North access road. 
Whilst in the vicinity of the station homestead the sun roof on the accommodation caravan 
broke loose and temporary repairs were facilitated by the station owner, and I’m sure Council 
would like to express their appreciation for his efforts. It appears that the ‘extra’ vertical 
movement of the modified unit has been contributory to the damage. 
Grading has continued on the Wiluna North Road (Ned’s Creek), with most areas requiring a 
‘double cut’. Some extra work has been affected in areas pointed out to myself on an 
inspection with a MRWA official representative; these areas have now been temporarily 
repaired utilizing the grader, until such times as some fresh material is imported to add some 
longevity to the work. Some permanent signs have been erected on request of MRWA, such as, 
dip, floodway, crest to reduce the obvious risk to road users in these areas. A traffic counter 
has been set up just west of the Ned’s Creek station turn-off. 
 
Town Streets 
Some remedial work has been done to the brick paving outside the public toilets in Main 
Street, the paving had sub-sided, due to the watering of verge areas. 
Most areas around town have been cleaned up, including the Meeka Creek, North and central 
areas, vacant blocks, kerb lines, fence lines have also been cleaned up, this has been made 
possible by utilizing two ‘work for the dole’ participants in tandem with our own Council staff. 
Council’s practice of blocking off certain off-road entries to the Town area has continued, with 
the blocking of the ‘track’ between Hill and Darlot Streets, to protect the section of the Town 
Heritage Walk that runs past the Old Court House. This has so far been very effective. 
 
Road Train Route 
The signs for the approved ‘Road Train Route’ have been put in place, and it is hoped will be 
effective, some modifications are required and should be in place very shortly. 
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Tip Maintenance 
The main cell for the disposal of domestic waste, has been compacted, and covered, and the 
waste operation will continue in an adjacent area. 
 
New Plant 
A ‘new’ acquisition has been made in the guise of a roller purchased from Well-Quip in 
Malaga. This item of plant will be based at the Meekatharra Airport for the purpose of back-
rolling the seal on the airstrip in the hot weather, and if required may be utilized in the 
construction program, if necessary due to breakdown. 
The roller is a Multipac VP 200 Multi-wheel (rubber tyred) unit very similar to Council’s 
current M/W roller, a VP 400. Being a second-hand unit Council was very fortunate in 
acquiring it for the sum of $35,000, including a minor over-haul and paint job. 
 
 
Terry Clarke 
Works Supervisor 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows      CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the Works Supervisor’s report for May 2007 be received 
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – MAY 2007 
P338 
Side tipping trailer 
This trailer requires complete brake shoe replacement down to rivets, otherwise in good 
condition. 
 
P339 
Side tipping trailer 
This trailer also requires brake shoe replacement. 
 
P86 
Cat scraper 
This machine has developed some electrical problems, but these are being rectified – all else 
OK. 
 
Accommodation Vans 
All vans have been refurbished and painted out. House keeping is now a must - not like before 
– as it cost a lot of money for refurbishment. 
 
P342 
Nissan Prime Mover 
All of the hydraulic system has been replaced on this truck. Also rear diff pinion shaft seal has 
been replaced. This vehicle is in reasonable condition over all. 
 
P354 
Nissan Prime Mover 
This truck is in reasonable condition. Just had a service – mechanics are OK. 
 
P109 
Nissan Prime Mover 
This truck has developed a problem with the ABS braking system, but this in the process of 
being rectified. 
 
P373 
Hino Crew Cab 
The drive belts have just been changed on this vehicle and it is due for a service. The cab has 
been tilted up while the bull bar has been tilted and this has resulted in a small dent in the front 
panel. 
 
P114 
DCN Dozer 
This vehicle is due for 1,000 hour service, which will be done this weekend. The machine is 
still in top condition. 
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P349 
Volvo Grader 
This is also due for service and is still in reasonable condition. 
 
P348 
Cat Loader 
Is in good condition and due for a service which will be completed shortly. 
 
All other equipment is OK. 
 
Geoff Osborn 
Contract Plant Mechanic 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai       CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the Contract Plant Mechanic’s report for May 2007 be received 
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Mal Trenfield entered the meeting at 9.54am 
9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – MAY 2007 

 
Aircraft movement and statistics: 
 
Once again, figures have fallen sharply with 50 aircraft less than May 2006 calling into 
the airport. This is a drop of 31% for the month and further confirms that fuelling stops 
at Meeka for the mining charter aircraft are all but over. 
 
I have heard on the grapevine that the Nifty Coppermine has plans to extend and 
bitumise their runway to take jet aircraft and that Network will have their first Jet 
operating by January 2008.  Basically, Nifty Coppermine is still approx 50% of our 
business so when the time comes for them to go jet, things here will slow considerably 
more. 
 
One can only hope that of the 12 new mining aerodromes currently under 
construction, that some of these will be serviced by turbine prop aircraft and will need 
to fuel in Meeka on their way through. 
 
The following table is provided on aircraft movements and fuel sales for the month of 
May 2007 with comparisons with May 2005 and 2006.  The variation is shown 
between 2005 and 2007 
 
    2007  2006  2005  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 158  208  185  -15% 
Avgas Fuel Sold:  25585  32402  22695  +13% 
Jet Fuel Sold:  56568  76025  83559  -32% 
Total Fuel Sold  82153  108427 106254 -23% 
 
The following table shows comparison of the year to date of 2007 against the same 
periods of 2006 and 2005. 
 
    2007  2006  2005  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 740  838  658  +13% 
 
Total Fuel sold:  390,265 464,799 374,653 +4% 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Works carried out airside during the month of May were as follows: 

• Sweeping runway 09/27 
• Weeds and grass chipped from along taxiway edge to allow 3 metre clear way 
 from taxiway lights. 
• Quarterly runway light maintenance service 
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Budget Items: 
 
(Upgrade of toilet block) 
 
Bob Sirr has been asked to provide a quote on the laying of the floor tiles.  The 
plumber working for MBL has also been asked to provide a quote on replacing the old 
stainless steel hand basins and mirror in the men’s toilet.  No quote has yet been 
received for this work. (Still no quote from MBL on this job.  It appears now that 
monies will have to be carried over until next financial year to complete this 
project.) 
 
Upgrade of Air-conditioner in Terminal: 
 
As I write this report, work is happening (7th June 2007).  It now seems realistic that 
this job will be completed in time for this budget year. 
 
Aerodrome Security: 
 
Under the regulations, we must have an annual audit done on the compliance of our 
Transport Security Plan.  The CEO is negotiating with a consultant on this issue.  (No 
word back yet from the consultant on this.) 
 
General Summary: 
 
As mentioned before, aircraft traffic is on the downer so I will be able to concentrate 
on the administration and maintenance side of the airport operations over the next few 
months. 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr S R Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows      CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report for May 2007 be received 
 
Mal Trenfield left the meeting at 10.05am 
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9.1.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT – 
 MAY 2007 

 
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 
The creation of DAIP has not progressed a great deal this month. Committee 
members were given a copy of the draft plan for comment. The closing date for the 
Community Surveys passed and no responses were received. Once an inspection of 
all Shire services and facilities has been completed then a final draft of the plan can 
be completed.  
 
Local Activity Grant 
On 26th May, Mark and Debbie Greene from the Greene Room (fitness centre) in 
Geraldton came to Meekatharra. 15 community members participated in a general 
health and fitness seminar, a gym workshop and then individuals met with Mark and 
Debbie to create personalised activity programs which were tailored to meet the 
needs and goals of the participants.  
 
On 29th May, Catherine Dumont, a dietician from WA Country Health Service, gave a 
presentation to the group about general nutrition and healthy diets. A question and 
answer session proved very successful and a complete health and wellbeing message 
was received by participants.  
 
Safer WA Grant 
On 5th & 6th June, Chrissy Ryan from the WA Substance Users Association in Perth 
came to Meekatharra to present information on Hepatitis C and issues associated with 
drug use, particularly intravenous drug use. Workshops were held at the Youth 
Centre, Yulella Corporation and at the Hospital. Approximately 55 community 
members participated in these sessions and were deemed a great success.   
 
Trails 
Work on the Heritage Drive Trails project has continued this month. Contact was 
made with funding bodies who have agreed in principal to transfer approved funding 
that was received from the combined project of Canyon Trail and Drive Trails, over to 
the Drive Trails project. A new application for funding was submitted to Lotterywest to 
regain funding that had been approved for the Canyon Trail but could not be given to 
the Drive Trail project as funds in that category could not support drive trails.  
 
We are continuing to receive approvals from Pastoral Lessees to construct the trails. 
Permission will continue to be sought from holders of exploration licenses, mining 
leases, and prospecting licenses that will be crossed by the trails.      
 
Youth Centre – by Anthony Lloyd 
It has been a very busy month for the youth centre as we have just started to get the 
football and netball kicking off. It is quite hard to get these kids motivated, so I feel that 
this is a massive achievement on our behalf to keep these kids going. This brings me 
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to the football camp we went on, provided on behalf of the Meeka Shire and the 
Fremantle Dockers. This was a great opportunity for our footy club to play, and be a 
part of, a spectacular game in front of a massive crowd. It was also an experience for 
the boys to watch and learn the rules of football, as this will help to improve their game 
play a lot better.  
 
With the help of an aide I have been able to open the youth centre Monday – Friday 
every week, and the kids around town are starting to realise this. In such we have 
started seeing more and more kids use our service in these times. This brings me to 
our night time sessions which we have been holding. This is a great opportunity for 
the kids to have a good feed, as we are putting on BBQ nights for them as well. In turn 
one of our volunteers has started to cook some exotic cuisines and the kids are 
starting to understand healthier living. The kids are also starting to show enthusiasm 
by getting involved with the preparation and the cooking of these feeds. 
 
 
Megan Alchin 
Community Development Officer 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols       CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the Community Development Officer’s report for May 2007 be received 
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9.1.5 RANGER/SECURITY OFFICER’S REPORT – MAY 2007 
 
Ranger Services: 
 
1. I have picked up five dogs. Two have been registered and released back to their 
 owners, one has been re-housed and two destroyed. Three of them were the dogs 
 that were roaming out on the highway. One of the dogs roaming on the highway 
 was an American bulldog, he has been destroyed. 
2. People are still taking their dogs down the street. If I catch them they will be fined 
 and the dog will have to be registered prior to the dog being released back to the 
 owner. If the dog is captured a second time, another fine will be issued and all 
 fines will have to be paid in full before the dog is release to the owner. 
3. I will do another free pick up of unwanted, sick and stray dogs. Ms Mongoo is 
 talking about handing two of her dogs in. I will continue to discuss this with her 
 when she returns to Meekatharra as she is away at the moment. 
 
Security: 
 
The alarms have been very quite in May. The Youth Centre and 3/16 Regan Street 
are the only alarm calls I had. I checked both these areas, but both were false alarms. 
I will continue to monitor council properties, school and the animal farm. During the 
day I vary my routine so that I can continually do ‘drive by’ visual inspections of all 
properties. 
 
Littering: 
 
1. People are still dumping litter in surrounding bush areas. Will monitor this more 
 closely and if I get any rubbish with names and addresses I will give them an 
 infringement notice. 
2. Peace Gorge has been good. I am still picking up the odd bit of rubbish here and 
 there, but overall it is fairly tidy. 
3. I have also started working Saturday and Sunday from 12.00 – 4.00. During this 
 time I have been patrolling the creek, the school and council properties as well as 
 picking up any stray dogs. All has been good. I have not seen kids being 
 destructive down at the creek. If they do then they will be asked to move on. 
 
No infringements were issued in the month of May, just verbal warnings. 
 
Steve Kelly 
Ranger Services 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai       CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the Ranger’s report for May 2007 be received 
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 9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

 
Meeting 

Date 
Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are presented to 
Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if funds can 
be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to Meeka 
Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads within the 
shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter written to funding agencies 
 
Letter written to Dept Land Information 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 Railway 

Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, that no 
submissions were received by closing dates, Water Corp had no 
objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request Minister for Land 
Admin permanently close the laneway and portions adjoining be 
amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no objections to lots being 
converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In 
progress 

 
 

     

15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 
 
That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that Council 
doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 3917, 
Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water Pipe Tracks 
and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/07/06 10.1.1 Septic Tanks and Leach Drains Inspection 

That Council request undergraduate student/group to research 
CEO/ 
EHO 

 
On hold at this stage until decision 

 
In 
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mosquito problem and produce report to reduce mosquito numbers.  
Or, Council provide $20000 in 2006/07 budget for a consultant to 
inspect and follow up all premises for mosquito breeding abatement. 

made.  Undergraduate not available. progress 

      
15/07/06 10.1.1 Housing and Property Reports 

That Council provide $100,000 in 06/07 budget for maintenance of 
Council dwellings.  Make budget of $6,500 to hire consultant to 
inspect all Council buildings and prepare 10 year maintenance 
program.  Budget $6,000 for all urgent repairs to units behind bank 
and $12,000 to enhance buildings and area to acceptable standard 

CEO  
 
 
Budget adopted/Quotes requested for 
10 year maintenance plan. 

 
 
 
In 
progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect property 
and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  Advise Dept 
Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no objections to sale of Lot 
922, however Council has interest in old building situated at in North 
West corner of lot.  Request CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that 
Council may be interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters 
house on Lot 922. 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain costs 
etc.  Settlement imminent (St Barbs to 
Health Dept)  CEO has advised Health 
Dept that Council may have an interest 
in old Station Masters house. 

 
Complete 
In 
progress 

      
18/11/06 9.3.4 Domestic Violence Service 

Council advise Minister for Family & Children’s Services that it does 
not have the capacity to continue as Service Provider for 
Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service.  This service will 
cease at the latest 30/09/07 
Council also to suggest the Minister investigate legal capacity of LG 
Authorities to act as Service Providers under these types of 
agreements. 

CEO  
 
Letter sent to Minister (DCD) 27/11/06 
 
CEO to liaise with DCD towards 
termination of agreement 

 
 
Complete 
 
In 
progress 

      
15/12/06 9.3.1 Property Valuation Project 

Council arrange to take up the opportunity as it is not only a major 
saving in respect of valuation costs but it also gives Council 
assurance that all property assets will carry the most up to date sums 
insured.  

DCEO  
Email to LGIS 20/12/06 

 
Complete 

      
15/12/06 9.3.2 Bush Fire Insurance 

Staff summarise info and send a circular to all Station 
Owners/Occupiers advising of their responsibilities and the cover 
provided under Council’s insurance policy. 
Staff request clear written confirmation from insurer that our current 

CEO   
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structure will allow for the successful claims and clarify the necessary 
operational processes that are required in order for a claim to be 
successful. 

      
15/12/06 9.5.1 Lease of Lot 742 Res 45037 

Council renew lease of Lot 742 Reserve 45037, Douglas St to RL & 
MA Bell for a further 5 years on the same terms and conditions as the 
previous leases and subject to the prior approval of the Minister for 
Land Information. 
Council collects rent arrears not previously billed in accordance with 
clause 4.1 of lease document for the period of the previous lease and 
that staff make arrangements to ensure that an invoice is issued for 
annual rent in accordance with the lease. 
Council advise RL & MA Bell in writing of this decision enclosing a 
copy of the original agreement. 

CEO/ 
DCEO 

 
Letter with new lease documents sent to 
Mr Bell 22/12/06 
 
Signed copy of lease returned by Mr Bell 
11/01/07 Sent to Dep Planning 
Amendment required Dep Planning -
done 
 
Amount calculated, invoice to be issued 

 
Complete 
 
 
In 
progress 
 
 
 
Complete 
 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure that 
Council and community groups who store items on the reserves can 
continue to do so with unrestricted access and also to ensure that 
Council secures the necessary access for the Heritage Trails 
interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised lease be presented to 
Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
15/12/06 10.1.1 Meeka Heritage & Canyon Trail Project 

 
1. Seek clarification from Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd to define 

exactly what is meant by the term ‘directed’ in relation to the 
sentence “that being said Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd 
“without prejudice” waives the right of veto in allowing entry to 
the mining tenements by parties visiting the Meekatharra district 
and directed by the Meekatharra Shire to travel along the 
Heritage Trails” 

2. Produce detailed plans of the proposed Drive Trails clearly 
defining the routes with GPS readings at all strategic points. 

3. Obtain written approval from pastoral lessees, mining tenement 
holders and any other interested parties for the proposed trail 
routes. 

4. Negotiate the State Land on the possibility and process of 
having the proposed drive trails declared Public Access Routes. 

CDO  
 
Letters sent to Mercator Gold, Dept 
Planning and Infrastructure & LG 
Insurance Scheme 22/12/06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In 
progress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 
progress 
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5. Approach the State Land Services seeking advice on the 
process of having Water Reserve 8601 vested in the 
Meekatharra Shire Council. 

6. Commence discussions with Mercator Gold Australia Pty Ltd on 
a staged and structured project to re-establish the Norrie 
Homestead and other infrastructure contained in Water Reserve 
8601. 

7. Establish what funding sources are available to undertake the 
restoration works at Norrie. 

8. Inform Council’s insurer of the Drive Trail proposals to obtain 
details of any effect it may have on Council’s public liability 
exposure and that Council takes the necessary action to 
complete the Town Walk Trail and the Three Drive Trails by the 
end of April 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
Insurers Rep visited and is aware of 
project 
 

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is becoming 
uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. This could cause an 
accident and or injury, for which the council would be liable. There 
are ample funds in Account #4820 to carry out reinstatement. The 
works could be done by our own staff or could be subcontracted out.  

CEO/ 
Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town Crew 
 

In 
Progress 
 

      
17/2/07 9.3.2 Meekatharra Airport – Operation Review 

The current Airport Manager has indicated his intention to resign with 
the aim of finishing about June 2007, although he is flexible. As the 
current method of operation places enormous demands on the 
Airport Manager and cannot continue, Council should take this 
opportunity to discuss the options for managing and operating the 
airport.  
Options: 

1. (a) Council call for Tenders to engage a suitable contractor, 
subject 
      to both Air BP and Mobil fuel agreeing to engage the 
same 
      contractor. 

        (b) Authorise CEO , in consultation with the Shire President, 
                Airport Manager & Council’s Lawyers to draft tender 
                documents and a contract and call for Tenders. 
        (c)  Authorise the CEO to liaise with Mobil and Air BP 
concerning 

CEO Tender and contract documents are with 
Council’s lawyers 

In 
progress 
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                the letting of their contracts to the successful tenderer. 
      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was recommended 
that requested be made for the funds to be transferred to stage 2 of 
the Drive Trail Letter have been written to the appropriate funding 
bodies, but as yet no reply has been received. Council decided to 
seek the additional funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Lotterywest will not transfer the 

funds and monies have been 
returned. Another grant 
application will be submitted in 
June.  

- Regional Development Scheme: 
agreed to transfer funds on the 
condition that other funding is 
secured and any changes to 
budget are also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure Funding 
Program: confirmation not yet 
received as several queries are 
unable to be answered at this 
stage.  

In 
progress 

      
17/2/07 10.3 Plan for the Future 

Local Governments are required to ‘Plan for the Future of the district’.  
CEO/ 
DCEO 

Staff to draw up a ‘Plan for the Future’ 
with reference to the public 
questionnaire results. 
To Council 16/6/07 

In 
progress 

      
17/3/07 9.3.3 Adoption of Local Laws 

As our local laws range from 1916 to 1998 in age Council decided to 
repeal them all and make new ones. Public comment was advertised 
for and as there was no submissions after the expiry date this 
process was commenced in March 2005. Due to anticipated changes 
to local laws by the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development, Council resolved to ‘let the matter lay’ until these 
changes were finalised 

DCEO To be gazetted In 
progress 

      
17/3/07 9.5.1 Regeneration of areas of the Meekatharra landfill site 

City and Regional Waste Management Services has made an offer to 
bring all plant and equipment required to Meekatharra to regenerate 
the tipping area. This is in line with the Government ‘push’ towards 
Zero Waste 2020 policy. 

DCEO/ 
EHO 

City & regional waste booked Complete 

      
17/3/07 9.5.2 Purchase of Lot 205 Hill Street Meekatharra CEO/ Negotiations complete, contract signed. Complete 
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The Shire of Meekatharra is to enter into negotiations to purchase the 
abovementioned property. 

DCEO Settled 1/6/07 

      
17/3/07 10.1.1 Budget Items Policy Override 

Due to time constraints it may be difficult to comply with Councils 
purchasing policy for some remaining budget items. 

CEO/ 
DCEO 

High priority items being progressed In 
progress 

      
21/4/07 9.6.2 Floodways – Ashburton Downs Road 

Draft tender documents have been prepared and submitted by 
Greenfields Technical Services. 
Council agrees to accept the tender and contract subject to some 
minor amendments. 

CEO Tenders called – close 24/5/07 
 
Site visit to be arranged 
Tenders to council 16/6/07 

Actioned 
5/5/07 
 
Complete 

      
19/5/07 9.2.4 Meekatharra Aquatic Centre – Annual Report 

Contract Aquatic Services (CAS) recommended new surface coating, 
roof over change rooms, install 2nd hand diving board and general 
maintenance during winter closure. 

CEO Email Cameron to allow in Budget 
 
Order dive board 
 
Contact Matt – CAS 

Actioned 
21/5/07 
Actioned 
21/5/07 
Msg left 
22/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.2.5 Grants Commission Hearing Presentation 

Request Council authorise Ray Hadlow to prepare this report for 
Council 

DCEO Purchase Order issued Complete 

      
19/5/07 9.2.6 Meekatharra Festival Financial Matters 

Request that Council allocate funds for the above and also The Battle 
of the Bands and Fancy Dress Ball, which are fundraisers for the 
Festival. 

CDO Arrangements underway Complete 

      
19/5/07 9.2.7 Request for Write Off of invoiced amount – Meekatharra Police 

Meekatharra Police have requested an invoice for a green ‘wheelie 
bin’ be written off as they claim the damage was not caused by them. 

DCEO Council resolved to let this item ‘pay on 
the table’ til June ’07 Council meeting so 
that more research can be done 

In 
progress 

      
19/5/07 9.3.1 Amendment to Policy 5.7 – Council Crossovers DCEO Amendment made Complete 
      
19/5/07 9.4.3 Donation Request Country Medical Foundation 

The above foundation has requested financial support on an annual 
basis 

CEO Write to CMF Actioned 
24/5/07 
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19/5/07 9.4.4 Education in Meekatharra 

Cr Trenfield requested Council discuss Education in Meekatharra, as 
a result of discussion it was agreed 2 letters would be written. 

CEO Letter to Hon Julie Bishop MP 
 
Letter to Barry Haase MP 

Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.4.5 Justice System in Meekatharra 

Cr Trenfield requested the matter of justice, or the perceived lack of 
it, in Meekatharra be discussed by Council. As a result of discussion 
it was decided Council would invite the local Magistrate, Sue 
Richards, to meet with Council representatives to discuss this matter 
& write to the Attorney General advising him of Council’s 
disappointment at the justice system in Meekatharra. 

CEO Invitation to Sue Richards 
 
Letter to Attorney General 

Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.6.1 Road Name Change – Mt Hale Road 

The Geographic Names Committee requested council consider 
changing the above road name 

CEO Letter to GNC Actioned 
24/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.6.2 Goldfields Highway Meekatharra-Wiluna Section 

Council discussed the possibility of the above highway being 
bitumenised and resolved to write to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure requesting a program and timeline for this project. Write 
to the Shire of Wiluna requesting they write to the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure also. A letter is to be written to Barry 
Haase MP seeking his support for the road upgrade. 

CEO Write letter to Dept Plan & Infrastructure 
 
Write to Shire of Wiluna 
 
Write to Barry Haase MP 

Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 
Actioned 
30/5/07 

      
19/5/07 9.6.3 Road Inspection 

A timeline has been set for the annual road inspection to be 
conducted by Councillors 

CEO Bus booked and road trip completed Actioned 
8 – 10 
June ‘07 

      
19/5/07 10.1.1 Firearm Dealers Licence 

Council has received the above request from Peter Clancy, Director, 
Farmer Jacks Meekatharra. Council has no objection to this as long 
as they comply with all relevant legislation and conditions imposed by 
the Commissioner for Police. 

CEO Write letter to Farmer Jacks Actioned 
21/5/07 

      
19/5/07 10.1.2 Blackspot Project – Main Street Meekatharra 

A revised and scaled down plan for pedestrian improvements has 
been prepared by Greenfields Technical Services which complies 
with the state Disability Access and Inclusion Plan. This new 

CEO Email to Matt @ Greenfields requesting 
changes 

Actioned 
22/5/07 
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submission will be adopted once a few changes have been 
implemented. 

      
19/5/07 10.1.3 Rules of Conduct Regulations 2007 

A Draft of the above has been received from the Minister for Local 
Govt, with a request for comment by mid June 2007. Council feel the 
document is not very clearly defined and as such a letter should be 
written to them asking they do this. Council also feel this should be 
discussed at the next Murchison Zone Strategy Group meeting. 

CEO Email to Murchison Zone Strategy 
Group Secretary 
Email to WALGA 
 
Letter to Department of Local Govt 
Regional Development 

Actioned 
21/5/07 
Actioned 
23/5/07 
Actioned 
24/5/07 

 
Cameron Watson left the meeting at 10.17 am 
 
Cameron Watson returned to the meeting at 10.20am 
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED MAY 31, 2007 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 12th JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 

(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of 
financial activity reporting on the sources and applications of 
funds, as out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for 
that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure 
incurred for an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the 
statement relates; 
(c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end 
of the month to which the statement relates; 
(d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred 
to in paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the 
statement relates. 

 
(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by 
documents containing-  

 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets 
of the month to which the statement relates, less committed 
assets and restricted assets; 
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(b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to 
in sub-regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant 
by the local government. 

 
(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  

 
(a) according to nature and type classification, 
(b) by program; or 
(c) by business unit. 

 
(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents 

referred to in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  

(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following 
the end of the month to which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it 
to the meeting referred to in subparagraph (i), to the 
next ordinary meeting of the council after that meeting; 

  and 
 (b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is 
presented. 
 
(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or 

value, calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in 
statements of financial activity for reporting material variances. 

 
(6) In this regulation –  

}committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the 
annual budget for a specific purpose; 
}restricted assets~ has the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols     CARRIED 6/0 
 
That the financial report for the period ending May 31, 2007 be received. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: D/15 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 14th MAY 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder 
letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they 
will be forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware 
of the cost to do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal 
amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded:  Cr H Nichols     CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for 
May 31, 2007. 
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED MAY 31, 2007 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 14TH MAY 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:   
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the 
exercise of its power to make payments from the municipal 
fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is 
to be prepared each month showing each account paid since 
the last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 
(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared 

each month showing – 
 

(a) each account which requires council authorization in 
that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; 
and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is 
to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
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(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of 
council after the list is prepared; and recorded in the 
minutes of that meeting. 

 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $243,532.98 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $           0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s VARIOUS  Amount: $    1,627.97 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List 
of Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols    CARRIED 6/0 

 
That the accounts as detailed for May 2007 be paid 
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9.2.4 RESIDENTIAL TENANCY AGREEMENT – 207 HILL STREET, 
 MEEKATHARRA 

LOCATION: LOT 207 HILL STREET 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: LOT 207 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 05TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report requests Councils authorization to enter into a residential tenancy 
agreement with Mr Eric Aarnio for the residential lease of Lot 207 Hill Street 
Meekatharra. 
  
Attachments: 
Proposed Residential Tenancy Agreement 
 
Background: 
On the 19th April 2007 settlement occurred on the property located at Lot 207 
Hill Street Meekatharra, this property being purchased to allow for the 
possible future construction of staff housing.  During the settlement process it 
was identified that the previous owners had a tenant living at the address rent 
free and that a current residential tenancy agreement was not in place. 
 
On the 18th of May 2007 the Chief Executive Officer and the Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer conducted an inspection of the premises in the presence of 
the occupant, Mr Aarnio, to ascertain the properties condition and to discuss 
the need for a residential tenancy agreement with Mr Aarnio. 
 
Comment: 
The properties condition is such that the premises are habitable but would not 
be considered sufficient for the provision of staff housing.  Mr Aarnio is 
content with the current standard of the dwelling and wishes to remain as the 
occupant of the residence. 
 
Mr Aarnio is currently not paying any rent to Council and was not paying rent 
to the previous owners.  Mr Aarnio has indicated that he is willing to enter into 
a Residential Tenancy Agreement and commence paying rent; however the 
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amount of the rental payments is in question.  The standard of the dwelling is 
such that even the rental amount of $40.00 stipulated in Councils Policy 3.2:- 
Housing – Allowances would be too excessive. Additionally, if Council was to 
resolve a lesser amount, say $20.00 - $30.00 per week, this would have an 
impact on staff time in ensuring the rental payments are paid on time and in 
the receipting and record keeping functions.  It would therefore be more 
practical if Council decides on a lesser amount to either require monthly or 
quarterly rental payments by Mr Aarnio. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
Eric Aarnio – Current resident, Lot 207 Hill Street 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995, section 3.58 sets out the requirements for 
council when disposing of property, a lease being defined by this section as a 
disposal.  Regulation 30 (2) (g) of the Local Government (Functions & 
General) Regulations 1996 makes this lease exempt from section 3.58 of the 
Act as the lease is of residential property to a person. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Policy 3.2:- Housing – Allowances sets out a minimum weekly rental of 
$40.00, however this policy is primarily for the regulation of staff housing 
with the accommodation being provided of a markedly higher standard than 
the current condition of Lot 207 Hill St. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Private residential rent not previously received.  If rent of $100.00 per month 
(approximately $23.00 per week) is charged then annual rental income for this 
property will be $1,200.00. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council enters into a Residential Tenancy Agreement with Mr Eric 
Aarnio, as attached, for the premises located at Lot 207 Hill Street with a 
rental amount of $100.00 per month and the rental payment being paid 
monthly. 
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9.2.5 REQUEST FOR WRITE OFF OF INVOICED AMOUNT, 
 MEEKATHARRA POLICE 

LOCATION: LOT 965 SAVAGE STREET 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: LOT FILE 965 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 05TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report requests that Council decline the request from the Officer in 
Charge of the Meekatharra Police Station for the write off of monies 
associated with the provision of a new 240 litre rubbish bin. 
 
Attachments: 
Correspondence from Senior Sergeant Pope of the Meekatharra Police Station. 
 
Background: 
The following information was put to the May meeting and is still relevant: 
 

On 27th March 2007 Council received correspondence from the Officer 
in Charge at the Meekatharra Police Station requesting that Councils 
invoice 11781 be waived.  The invoice in question is for the provision of 
a new 240 litre rubbish bin.  In his correspondence, Senior Sergeant 
Pope stated that the bin was damaged and that the damage was caused 
by the equipment used by the waste removal contractor. 
 
In discussions with the current waste removal contractor, Mr John 
Brown, Mr Brown stated that he had noticed the damage as preexisting 
when he took over the contract.  Mr Brown also stated that the 
equipment he utilizes for the removal of waste rubbish has precautions 
and sensors to prevent the damage to bins as described by Senior 
Sergeant Pope. 

 
At the full meeting of Council held on the 19th May 2007, Council resolved to 
let this item lay on the table until the June Meeting to allow for more historical 
information on the number of bins provided at cost to ratepayers to be 
presented to Council, this information is provided in the Comment section of 
this Agenda Item. 
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Comment: 
The following comments where put to the May meeting of Council and are 
still relevant: 
 

Although this invoiced amount is only minor, the age of most of the 240 
litre rubbish bins in town, approximately 15 years, is such that if Council 
allows this write off then a precedent will have been set for the 
replacement at no cost to other ratepayers if their bin is damaged.  
Currently, rubbish bins are the property of the ratepayer with Council, 
through the rubbish contractor, replacing the bins as needed and at cost.  
There is precedent where, if a bin is damaged by the rubbish removal 
contractor then he has replaced it at his cost. 

 
The additional information sort by Council related to the number of bins 
supplied to ratepayers at cost in previous years, the following information is 
provided;  In the 2005/06 financial year 9 bin where sold to ratepayers, of 
these 7 where supplied to the Department of Housing and Works with a 
further 2 supplied to the Royal Flying Doctor Service.  There have been 18 
bins supplied to ratepayers in the current financial year to report date.  Of 
these, 6 where supplied to Aboriginal Communities, 9 to the Department of 
Housing and Works, 1 each to Centrelink and the Meekatharra Police Station 
and 1 to an unknown address.  The following are the number of bins provided 
for the financial years 2000/01 through 2004/05: 
 
  2004/05 – 15 
  2003/04 –   4 
  2002/03 –   6 
  2001/02 –   2 
  2000/01 –   3 
 
In the four years to 2003/04 an average of 3.75 bins were sold to ratepayers, 
however for the period 2004/05 through 2006/07 that average has increased to 
13.33 bins per year. 
 
As previously stated, the 240 litre rubbish bins are supplied by Council at cost 
as the bins are the property of the ratepayer and not Council.  If Council was 
to take responsibility for the replacement of ratepayer’s property then there is 
no incentive for the ratepayer to take due care of that property and as such bin 
replacement claims may dramatically increase. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
John Brown – Councils Rubbish Removal Contractor 
Ms Krys East – Rates & Payroll Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995, section 6.12 (1) (c) provides for Council write 
off any amount of money. 
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The Health Act 1911 does not require Council to provide household waste 
receptacles; the Health Act 1911 does allow Council to provide a waste 
receptacle at a cost to the ratepayer. 
 
Policy Implications: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
The invoice requested to be written off is for a small amount totaling $142.76. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council decline the request from the Officer in Charge of the 
Meekatharra Police Station for the write off of the cost of a replacement 
bin totaling $142.76 as the rubbish bin is the property of the ratepayer 
and Council does not want to set a precedent when it comes to the 
replacement of damaged rubbish bins. 
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9.2.6 RENEWAL OF LEASE – MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
 EQUIPMENT ROOM 

LOCATION: PART MEEKATHARRA 
AERODROME BUILDING 128 

APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: LEASE FILE 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 08TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
  OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
This report requests Councils authorization to renew the current lease for part 
of building 128 located at the Meekatharra Aerodrome to Airservices Australia 
for a further 5 year term. 
  
Attachments: 
Deed of Renewal of Lease 
 
Background: 
A lease has been in place for part of Building 128, currently know as the 
Airport Managers Residence, at the Meekatharra Aerodrome for the sole use 
of Airservices Australia.  The room has been utilized as an equipment room.  
This lease was for a period of 10 years commencing on the 1st July 1996 and 
expiring on the 30th June 2006 with a further 10 year option. 
 
Comment: 
Airservices Australia has requested to take up the option to extend the lease 
although this extension is for a 5 year period instead of the 10 years allowable 
in the original lease. 
 
Consultation: 
Mal Trenfield – Meekatharra Aerodrome Manager. 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995, section 3.58 sets out the requirements for 
council when disposing of property, a lease being defined by this section as a 
disposal.  Regulation 30 (2) (c) (ii) of the Local Government (Functions & 
General) Regulations 1996 makes this lease exempt from section 3.58 of the 
Act as the lease is to an agency of the Commonwealth. 
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Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
The renewal of this lease will allow for annual rental income of $4,004.53 plus 
GST index at anniversary date at CPI. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai     CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council renews the lease with Airservices Australia for part of 
building 128 located at the Meekatharra Aerodrome for a five year term 
commencing on 1st July 2006 and expiring on 30th June 2011 as per 
original Lease documents and Deed of Renewal of Lease. 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
9.3.1 PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 

FILE REF:    P/50 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  
DATE OF REPORT:  16TH February 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 
     CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

      
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
Summary: 
Section 5.56 of the Local Government Act requires “a local government to 
plan for the future of the district”. 
 
Attachments: 
Draft Plan for the Future July 2007 to June 2011 
 
Background: 
In March 2006, Acting CEO, Peter Strugnell wrote a memo to Councillors 
advising of the requirement to develop a plan and requesting Councillors to 
forward an outline of what they believe should be included in the plan.   
 
At Council’s October meeting, Mr Len Calneggia gave a brief informal 
presentation to Council and asked how Council wished to go about seeking 
public participation as required under clause 19C of the Local Government 
Regulations (Administration). 
 
Councillors present agreed to advertise seeking public input.  It was also 
agreed to have the plan cover the next four financial years 2007/08 to 2010/11 
 
At its February 2007 meeting, Council resolved: 
 
That staff prepare a draft “Plan for the Future” (with reference to the public 
questionnaire results) for Council to view, amend and adopt. 
 
That Councillors advise the CEO of any strategies, ideas or projects that they 
would like included in the plan.  
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Comment: 
The draft Plan for the Future is attached for Council to consider, make 
amendments as required and adopt.  
 
Consultation:  
Mr Bill Atkinson CEO Sandstone Shire 
Cr Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 5.56 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 (Reg 19C) 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Sets broad financial plan for major activities for next 4 financial years. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Sets objectives and strategies for major activities over next 4 financial years. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr S R Bajrai 
Seconded: Cr L Trenfield    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council adopt the draft “Plan for the Future - July 2007 to June 
2011”. 
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9.3.2 RESIGNATION CR SMITH – ELECTION ARRANGEMENTS 
FILE REF:    E/10  W/11  M/15/5  

 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  
DATE OF REPORT:  11TH June 2007 
AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary:  
Council has written to the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development (DLGRD) requesting the department to take whatever action is 
necessary to avoid the Shire of Meekatharra holding an election in October 
2007 for an office of councillor for a two year term.  
 
Attachments: 
Email from Vicki Nazer DLGRD 11/6/07. 
 
Background: 
Council discussed this matter at its May 2007 meeting. 
 
At this meeting Council resolved (in relation to this matter): 
“That Council request the Executive Director of the Department of Local 
Government and Regional Development Regional to take whatever action is 
necessary to avoid the Shire of Meekatharra holding an election in October 
2007 for an office of councillor for a two year term.”  
 
Comment: 
Vicky Nazer from the Department has suggested a solution to Council’s 
request to avoid an election for a two year term in October 2007. 
 
Council may consider proposing to the Local Government Advisory Board 
(LGAB) that an order be made to reduce councillor numbers from 9 to 7 to 
take effect at the 2007 local government ordinary elections.  This would mean 
reducing the overall number of councillors for the district from 9 to 7 as a one-
stage, rather than two-stage, process. 
 
So effectively, if the LGAB makes an order to reduce the number of seats to 7, 
Council will be operating with 7 seats from October 2007 onwards. 
 
A case would have to be put to the LGAB that, in the opinion of Council, the 
proposal is of a minor nature and not one about which public submissions 
need by invited.   
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Should the full process be required including public consultation and 
submissions it is unlikely that the proposal will be gazetted in time for this 
years elections. 
 
Consultation:  
Vicki Nazer, DLGRD 
Cr Hutchinson 
Gavin Horobin, DLGRD 
Ross Earnshaw, DLGRD 
Phil Richards, WA Electoral Commission 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 and Regulations various sections and clauses.  
Specifically Schedule 2.2 Clause 5(b) which reads: 
A local government may, whether or not it has received a submission – 
(b) propose* to the Advisory Board the making of an order under section 
2.2(1), 2.3(3) or 2.18(3) if, in the opinion of the council, the proposal is – 
(i) one of a minor nature; and 
(ii) not one about which public submissions need be invited 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr N L Trenfield    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council write to the Local Government Advisory Board advising: 
The Shire of Meekatharra recommends to the Local Government 
Advisory Board that an order be made under section 2.18(3) and 
Schedule 2.2 clause 5(b) to reduce the number of offices of councillor  on 
the Council to seven (7) effective from the October 2007 elections. 
 
Further, that Council explain the circumstances behind this request and 
cite the following reasons for considering this to a minor proposal under 
Section 2.2 clause 5 (b): 
 
(i) A full review of wards and representation was completed in 2006; 
(ii) The discussion paper that was disseminated to the public at the time of 
that review invited public comment on such matters as the overall 
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number of councillors but no query or submission from the public was 
received; 
(iii) All councillors elected at the 2005 ordinary elections were elected 
unopposed and at the 2004 extraordinary elections the councillors were 
elected unopposed. 
(iv) an order has already been gazetted providing for a reduction in 
offices of councillor to seven after poll day 2009 and so effectively this 
recommendation is only bringing this reduction forward two years.   
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 DONATION – STORMCO 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 24 January 2008 
AUTHOR:  MEGAN ALCHIN 
  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
  OFFICER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
 
Summary: 
Council is requested to donate a sum of $500 to StormCo to run a holiday 
program for the youth during the July school holidays.  
 
Background: 
StormCo is a Seventh Day Adventist initiative with the follow mission: “The 
StormCo mission is to send teams of trained young people to work for, learn 
from, and encourage individual communities; sharing God's love by building 
bridges to all peoples through an adventure in service to others.” 
 
Since 2004 StormCo have sent teams to Meekatharra, Wiluna and Cue. A day 
camp is then held for a week for the youth which involves fun activities and 
education for the youth, as well as a disco on the final night. 
 
Team members also do a community service whilst in town. For the past three 
years this has involved painting the fences around town to cover graffiti. 
 
Comment:  
StormCo are coming to Meekatharra again this year from 10th to 14th July. 
StormCo do not require any payment for their services, however a donation 
allows them to help cover the costs incurred whilst providing the service. 
During a four-day camp, approximately $1,000 is spent on art supplies alone. 
 
Last year a grant was received from the Department for Community 
Development and a Shire contribution was also made to the group. 
 
It is therefore suggested that a donation of $500 is given this year to StormCo 
to contribute towards their expenses. 
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It is considered that StormCo provides the youth of Meekatharra with a 
positive and invaluable experience and that we should express our 
appreciation and encourage them to continue returning each year. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Policy 2.9 
 
Financial Implications: 
Expenditure of $500 from account 2432. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council donates a sum of $500 to StormCo Seventh Day Adventist 
group as a contribution towards their costs incurred whilst running a day 
camp at the Youth Centre for the youth from 10th to 14th July 2007. 
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9.4.2 TRAILS SEMINAR 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: MEGAN ALCHIN 
FILE REF: F/6 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL  
DATE OF REPORT: 24 January 2008 
AUTHOR:  MEGAN ALCHIN 
  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
  OFFICER 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR: 
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXEUITIVE OFFICER 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER: 
 
 
Summary: 
A retrospective resolution is sought for approval for Councillor Trenfield to 
attend the State Trails Seminar in Geraldton on 12 June 2007.  
 
Background: 
Councillor Trenfield has played an integral role in the planning and 
development of the Meekatharra Heritage Trails Project, including both the 
walk trails and drive trails. 
 
Comment:  
The Trails Seminar covers topics such as trails best practice, trails 
development involving multiple landowners, public liability, funding, and 
crown land access issues. Each of these topics as well as several others is 
deemed to be valuable topics that will not only give insight into the final 
planning stages of the Heritage Drive Trails, but also potentially assist with 
future projects. 
 
A decision was therefore made between the Chief Executive Office Roy 
McClymont and Council President Councillor Hutchinson, that Councillor 
Trenfield should attend this seminar as a Council representative. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer  
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Policy 1.8 and 1.9 
 
Financial Implications: 
Travel expenses from account 0212. 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A G Burrows 
Seconded: Cr B A O’Dwyer    CARRIED 6/0 
 
That Council endorse the decision by the Council President and Chief 
Executive Officer for Councillor Norman Trenfield to attend the State 
Trails Seminar in Geraldton on 12th June 2007, as a Council 
representative. 
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9.5 HEALTH & BUILDING 
9.5.1 NON-COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH NOTICE 

LOCATION LOT 419 RAILWAY STREET - 
MEEKATHARRA 

 APPLICANT  MR HOSSAM BOKSMATI 
FILE REFERENCE LOT 419 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL. 
DATE OF REPORT   7TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR     WILLIAM V ATYEO 
  PRINCIPAL EHO 
  BUILDING SURVEYOR 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 

 
Summary: 
The owner of the property, Mr Boksmati, has failed to comply with a Notice 
issued pursuant to the Health Act which called for the total clean-up of the 
now vacant Lot 419 Railway Street and Lot 1003 Railway Street on which soil 
from Lot 419 was deposited at the time of the removal of the dwelling from 
Lot 419. The compliance date was the 5th June 2007. 
 
Mr Boksmati has now breached the Act by not complying with the Notice and 
I will recommend that Council now move to have the works completed and all 
costs associated with it be charged against the owner. 
 
Background: 
In December 2006 Mr Boksmati applied for and received a demolition license 
for the dwelling that was situated on Lot 419 Railway Street in Meekatharra. 
This dwelling was then relocated to another Shire. However, there has been no 
attempt by the owner to clear and clean the now empty block of land, and he 
has dumped dirt from this allotment onto Lot 1003 across the road, without the 
permission of the owners of that Lot. 
 
I wrote to the owner in April 2007 and advised him that the Shire required him 
to do works to address the situation on both the lots mentioned. Further to this 
he was informed that he had breached the conditions of the demolition license, 
and also contravened the Health Act. 
 
Demolition License Number DL13/06 issued by the Shire of Meekatharra 
clearly states that: 
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“On completion of the major demolition works, the contractor shall ensure 
that the site/s is cleared of all debris and rubbish, and the sites left clean and 
tidy to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer of the Shire of 
Meekatharra.” 
 
Section 138 of the Health Act states: 
“Any person who dismantles any house, building, or other structure, whether 
in pursuance of a notice from the local government or not, shall forthwith 
clean the land to the satisfaction of the local government, and remove all 
rubbish to a place appointed by the local government.” 
 
A Notice under the Health Act was issued on Mr Boksmati to clean up the 
block, and the compliance date was set for the 5th June 2007. That date has 
expired, and still no attempt has been made by the owner to address the 
problems, or contact this office. 
 
Section 140.(1) states that: 
“Whenever any owner fails to comply with a notice served upon him under 
any of the foregoing provisions of this Part, within a time therein specified, he 
commits an offence, and the local government may carry out the terms of the 
notice and recover all expenses from the owner.” 
 
Comment: 
Mr Boksmati has made no attempt to clean-up the Lot or comply with any 
requests issued, and so the Notice under the Health Act was issued. Still no 
action has taken place. 
 
The list of works required is: 

• Restore and repair all fences to Lot 419 Railway Street to a standard 
acceptable to the Shire of Meekatharra. 

• Remove all refuse and rubbish from Lot 419 Railway Street, and 
deposit it at the Meekatharra Landfill site. 

• Remove all the footings, all plumbing, septic tanks and leach drains, 
from Lot 419 Railway Street. 

• Level Lot 419 Railway Street so that there are no depressions left after 
leveling, or which directs stormwater in such a way that it becomes a 
nuisance to the area. 

• Remove the soil, refuse, and rubbish that was placed on Lot 1003 
illegally, and tidy the Lot to a standard that is acceptable to the Shire of 
Meekatharra, and dispose of it at the Shire of Meekatharra Landfill 
Site. 

• Remove the soil, refuse, and rubbish that was illegally placed to the 
rear of Lot 419 Railway Street, adjacent to the rear laneway, and tidy 
the area to a standard that is acceptable to the Shire of Meekatharra, 
and dispose of it at the Shire of Meekatharra Landfill Site. 
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Consultation: 
The Health, Building, Town Planning Committee 
 
Statutory Environment: 
The Health Act 1911 as amended 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
If the Shire decides to adopt the recommendations then the Shire will have to 
engage and pay the contractor for the execution of the required works to the 
block and adjacent areas, and then charge these expenses to the owner, Mr 
Boksmati. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Committee Recommendation / Council Decision:  
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows    CARRIED 6/0 
 
The Committee recommends that Council determines that: 

1. Mr Boksmati is in breach the Health Act 1911 by failing to comply 
with the Notice served on him in May 2007. 

2. Pursuant to Section 140.(1) of the Health Act 1911 Council will 
now cause the terms of the notice to be carried out and recover all 
expenses from the owner Mr Boksmati. 

3. Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to call for quotes for 
the carrying out of all the required works and to engage a suitable 
contractor to forthwith complete the works.  
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9.5.2 NON-COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH NOTICE 
LOCATION LOT 620 QUEEN ROAD – 

MEEKATHARRA 
 APPLICANT  MR RODERICK KELLY – AS 

OCCUPIER 
FILE REFERENCE LOT 620 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL. 
DATE OF REPORT   7TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR     WILLIAM V ATYEO 
  PRINCIPAL EHO 
  BUILDING SURVEYOR 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 
 
Summary: 
The dwelling located on this property has been declared unfit for human 
habitation, and the appropriate Notice pursuant to the Health Act has been 
duly served on the occupier at the time, and the building itself. This Notice 
required the dwelling and associated buildings to be demolished, and the yard 
completely cleared of all refuse and rubbish. The compliance date was the 6th 
June 2007. 
 
The terms of the Notice have not been complied with, and the Shire must now 
decide whether or not to cause the works stated in the Second Schedule of the 
Notice to be carried out. 
 
Background: 
In May I served the Health Notice declaring the dwelling unfit for human 
habitation on the occupier at the time, Mr Roderick Kelly, and the building 
itself as required under the Health Act. 
 
I also wrote to Mr Kelly advising him that of what was required of him. It was 
pointed out that Mr Kelly no longer was staying at the premises, and it 
appeared that they were abandoned. Since there was a lot of indecision about 
the ownership of this land, it was appropriate that a health inspection of the 
house should occur straight away. 
 
The compliance date on the Notice stated that the buildings were to be 
demolished and the yard cleaned up by the 6th June 2007. This date has now 
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passed, and there has been no works done in order to comply with the 
requirements of the Second Schedule. 
The occupier of the dwelling is now in breach of the Health Act by not 
complying with the Notice, and again Section 140.(1) 
“Whenever any owner fails to comply with a notice served upon him under 
any of the foregoing provisions of this Part, within a time therein specified, he 
commits an offence, and the local government may carry out the terms of the 
notice and recover all expenses from the owner.” 
 
Comment: 
The house and facilities are in such a state that renovation of this very old 
building could not be carried out. Demolition is really the only course left 
open to Council. It is important to note that the recovery of the monies that 
will be expended should the Shire cause the demolition and clean-up to be 
carried out, will be extremely difficult to re-coupe. 
 
There are problems with the actually ownership of the land, as no-one appears 
to want to accept ownership. It appears that the Department of Land 
Administration has been concerned over the illegal use of the land, as the 
records show that Lot 620 was leased at one stage, but that lease was cancelled 
as far back as 1997. 
 
I will now send a copy of the Notice issued on the property to DOLA, and see 
what occurs from there. 
 
In the meantime I feel Council should now decide to have the demolition and 
clean-up of the property actioned, and that all associated costs levelled on the 
owner of the property, which may turn out to be DOLA. 
 
As stated previous, this power is within Section 140.(1) of the Health Act 
1911. 
 
Consultation: 
The Health, Building, Town Planning Committee 
 
Statutory Environment: 
The Health Act 1911 as amended 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
If the Shire decides to adopt the recommendations then the Shire will have to 
engage and pay the contractor for the demolition and clean-up of the property, 
and then charge these expenses to the owner. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
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Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Committee Recommendation / Council Decision:  
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows    CARRIED6/0 
 
The Committee recommends that Council determines that: 

1. The occupier, Mr Roderick Kelly, is in breach of the Health 
Act 1911 by failing to comply with the Notice served on him in 
May 2007. 

2. Pursuant to Section 140.(1) of the Health Act 1911 Council will 
now cause the terms of the notice to be carried out and recover 
all expenses from the owner of the property. 

3. Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to call for quotes 
for the carrying out of all the required works and to engage a 
suitable contractor to forthwith complete the works.  
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9.5.3 NON-COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH NOTICE 
LOCATION LOTS 209 AND 210 DARLOT 

STREET -  MEEKATHARRA 
 APPLICANT  OWNERS UNKNOWN 

FILE REFERENCE LOTS 209 AND 210 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL. 
DATE OF REPORT   8TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR     WILLIAM V ATYEO 
  PRINCIPAL EHO 
  BUILDING SURVEYOR 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 
 
Summary: 
The dwellings located on Lots 209 and 210 Darlot Street were issued 
demolition Notices and declared unfit for human habitation 8TH February 
2007. Because owners of the properties were unable to be found, the Notices 
were advertised as required, and there has been no response to them. 
 
The Shire can now determine to have the conditions of the Notices carried out, 
and all costs associated with the works levelled against the owners, or in these 
cases the properties. 
 
Background: 
In February 2007 I served the Health Notices on each of the properties 
declaring the dwellings unfit for human habitation on the owner of the 
properties stated on the Shire’s rates records and the building itself as required 
under the Health Act. 
 
The Notices served on the owner under registered post (Nannine Mining Pty 
Ltd) were returned un-opened. A Company search revealed that the Company 
no longer was registered, and Section 354.(3) of the Health Act needed to be 
complied with. 
 
Section 354.(3) states: 
“Where a notice is required to be given to a person whose name and address 
are unknown, the notice may be served by publishing it in the Government 
Gazette and some newspaper circulating within the district 3 times, at 
intervals of not less than one week between any 2 publications.” 
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This has now been done, and the Shire has had no response from the 
advertisements, other than people wanting to know when the buildings will 
become available. 
 
The “Owner” of the dwellings is now in breach of the Health Act by not 
complying with the Notice, and again Section 140.(1) states: 
 “Whenever any owner fails to comply with a notice served upon him under 
any of the foregoing provisions of this Part, within a time therein specified, he 
commits an offence, and the local government may carry out the terms of the 
notice and recover all expenses from the owner.” 
 
Comment: 
The houses are becoming more vandalised as time goes on. I feel that Council 
should now determine to cause the demolition/removal and clean-up to be 
carried out. 
 
The enquiries that the Shire has received during the advertising period indicate 
that there are people interested in removing the dwellings from the Lots, and 
this could mean that they are prepared to pay Council for the privilege. If this 
is the end result, then the costs associated with the advertising, rates, etc, could 
be easily recouped. 
 
As stated previous, this power is within Section 140.(1) of the Health Act 
1911. 
 
Consultation: 
The Health, Building, Town Planning Committee 
 
Statutory Environment: 
The Health Act 1911 as amended 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
All costs associated with the carrying out of all required works on these 
properties should be recouped from the demolition/removal of the dwellings. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Committee Recommendation / Council Decision:  
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr S R Bajrai     CARRIED 6/0 
 
The Committee recommends that Council determines that: 

1. The “Owner” of Lots 209 and 210 Darlot Street, Meekatharra is in 
breach the Health Act 1911 by failing to comply with the Notices 
served on the “Owner” in February 2007. 

2. Pursuant to Section 140.(1) of the Health Act 1911 Council will 
now cause the terms of the notice to be carried out and recover all 
expenses from the owner of the property. 

3. Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to call for quotes for 
the demolition/removal of the dwellings and other buildings 
located on Lots 209 and 210 Darlot Street Meekatharra, and for 
the immediate clean-up of the Lots following the 
demolition/removal of all the buildings, including the removal of 
all in-ground infrastructures.  
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9.5.4 ZERO WASTE PLANS 
LOCATION  

 APPLICANT   
FILE REFERENCE  
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST NIL. 
DATE OF REPORT   8TH JUNE 2007 
AUTHOR     WILLIAM V ATYEO 
  PRINCIPAL EHO 
  BUILDING SURVEYOR 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR  
SENIOR OFFICER   ROY McCLYMONT  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER 
 
Summary: 
The State Government, as has been reported previously, is pushing for the 
local governments to draw up Zero Waste Plans for each Municipality. They 
have now placed before us the attached document, and have asked for 
comments. I have also added the comments I have made on behalf of the Shire 
(for your information and comment if required). 
 
Background: 
As per the attached document headed “Draft – Zero Waste Plans – Structure 
and Anticipated Timeline”. 
 
Comment: 
My Comments were as follows, using their “fax back document” 
 
1.  The Plans are intended to be a working and useful document. Do you think 
the current structure facilitates this aim?  What improvements to the structure 
would further this aim? 
 
I think the current structure does facilitate a working and useful document in 
the whole. However, without knowing exactly what is required to be in the 
document, and the extent of the content required, it is hard to ascertain the 
longevity of the document to be produced or its functionality.  
 
2.  What is your preferred option for training to write Zero Waste Plans? (e.g. 
accredited training course held in Metropolitan area / Non-metropolitan centre, 
online training course, DEC officer to provide training at Local Government 
offices). 
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DEC Officer to provide training at a Local government office would be the 
preferred option, and perhaps with a central area either in Perth or at a 
regional level. In the case of the Shires stated above, then training sessions in 
Perth would be acceptable as one EHO covers all the Shires. However, if 
works managers etc are to be included, then at each Local Government Office 
would be more beneficial. 
 
3.  Do you think the community engagement process, as outlined, with be a) 
feasible b) provide sufficient input to allow the ZWP to be developed? 
 
The Community engagement process as outlined in this document would 
provide sufficient input to allow the ZWP to be developed. In the end it will be 
the elected members of council that will adopt or reject the ZWPs produced, 
and it imperative that they be involved in its development, because they will 
gain understanding of why and how things are to be considered, and what the 
State Government requires. 
 
4.  In order to complete the Plan, what additional support would you anticipate 
requiring? (e.g. example ZWP template, funding program, suggested focus 
areas) 
 
Departmental officers assigned to specific areas that are contactable in times 
when concerns or specific issues are raised would assist.. Definitely funding is 
an important issue, linked with on-going funding. The State Government 
would also need to show and demonstrate that they too were developing their 
own ZWPs for all the State Government Departments, from which we could 
see clear templates and actions taken, which we could also incorporate or 
adopt in our own ZWPs. 
 
5.  Do you have any concerns with the ZWP approvals process?  What would 
assist in allaying those concerns? 
 
Yes. Phase 1 in regard to filling out the base figures etc for data collection. 
How do we know what we are required to fill out if we can’t find it on the web 
site, and the fact that it will be for 06/07 year. What do councils do that do not 
have any idea of how much weight of each waste stream they have disposed of 
in landfill? Not all councils, especially the rural and remote ones, have 
weighbridge or scales to calculate this data. If in fact this is what you are 
requiring from them.  
 
Without a response from the Department I am unsure of what would allay 
these concerns.  
 
General comments 
 
There are a number of issues that will either enhance these plans or render 
them useless or even a waste of time. The main issues are related to the human 
and financial resources of rural and remote local governments. Without 
adequate and ongoing financial support from the State Government, linked 
with a realistic degree of funding, plus the support of the State Government in 
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the transport and storage of recovered resources, the smaller local 
governments will find that it is cheaper for the refuse and rubbish collected at 
their Municipal sites to be buried on-site. 
 
Also a number of smaller and remote tips are not manned. This in itself is a 
major consideration in two fields. 1) If the tip site is manned, and the tip 
closed except for specified times, then it is felt that rubbish will be deposited in 
more secluded and out of the way places, as is evident by the amount of 
rubbish collected from truck stops etc (which includes tyres and batteries, and 
the like, as well as other streams. This would require extra time and money in 
their attempts to keep the bush as clean as possible under the circumstances, 
possible prosecutions, etc.  2) If the sites are manned, then there is a financial 
burden for the Shires, who have not had this arrangement in the past. It would 
also mean that the tip would need facilities such as shelter, crib room, toilets, 
washing facilities including emergency type flush shower (Occ Safety and 
Health considerations), etc  

 
In the end it will be a financial decision, and not one based on the aims and 
objectives of the State Government., unless the State Government is very clear 
on its direction, and is prepared to allocate the appropriately needed funding 
(with a clear commitment to on-going funding), and human resources to assist 
local governments to meet any commitments to the program, then all efforts to 
achieve the aims of the State Government will fail.  
 
After discussions with the Committee, it was felt necessary for the Shire to 
write to WALGA and to the Minister (David Templeman MLA Minister for 
the Environment) and state that the Shire is not prepared to participate at this 
stage in drawing up a Zero Waste Plan for the Shire of Meekatharra until such 
time as the State Government gave a clear indication of the State 
Government’s commitment to the whole of the process of reclaiming 
resources in regard to funding and on-going funding. 
 
The current commitment by the State Government is very unclear, and appears 
to be yet another imposition on the financial and human resources of Local 
Government. Although there has been some financial commitment to Local 
Government, it is grossly inadequate when the real costs of establishing and 
maintaining such programs is considered. Council’s comments to all the 
request for feedback remain relevant, but it is obvious that the State 
Government has not moved towards addressing these. It is felt more in-depth 
consultation is required, especially where there is no existing infrastructure 
such as rural and remote areas of the State. 
 
Consultation: 
Shires of Mount Magnet, Sandstone, and Wiluna. 
Health, Building, Town Planning Committee. 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Bill 
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Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil at this Stage 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Committee Recommendation / Council Decision:  
 
Moved: Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr A G Burrows    CARRIED 6/0 
 
The Committee recommends that Council determines that: 
The Shire write to WALGA and the Minister for the Environment 
reiterating the comments made to WALGA: 

1. Calling on the State Government to make clear what is required 
by Local Government in developing Zero Waste Plans, clearly 
stating the financial commitment of the State Government to each 
and every Local Government for the recovery of wastes. 

2. Calling on the State Government to more closely consult with 
rural and remote local governments in regard to the range of 
issues contained within the comments presented to WALGA. 
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9.6 WORKS AND PLANT 
9.6.1 FLOODWAYS – ASHBURTON DOWNS ROAD - TENDERS 

FILE REF:    R/40/7     
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  

  DATE OF REPORT:  16TH APRIL 2007 
  AUTHOR:    ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
 
SENIOR OFFICER:   ROY MCCLYMONT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary:  
Tenders have been called and received for the Floodways on Ashburton 
Downs Road.  Three tenders were received ranging from $292,546 to 
$1,870,073 (exc GST). 
 
Attachments: 
Report from Greenfields Technical Services  
 
Background:  
 
At its April 2007 meeting Council resolved: 
1. approve the draft Tender Documents and Contract as attached subject to 

minor amendments as required to tidy up the documents and request 
Greenfield Technical Services to call tenders for the project. 

2. request staff and/or Greenfields to take regular levels (during the site visit) 
of the natural bed rock along the down stream side of the existing and 
proposed Grave Creek floodway in order to assist in establishing the best 
method of construction of the downstream batter. 

3. request the Works Group, in consultation with consultant Michael Keane 
to review the design of the downstream batters after item 2 above (levels) 
has been completed. 

4. authorise the Works Group, in consultation with Mr Michael Keene to 
change the design of the down stream batters as considered necessary, 
issue an addendum and if necessary negotiate with the successful tenderer 
concerning any design changes. 

5. authorise the CEO to make arrangements (if necessary) for a site visit by 
prospective tenderers including (if necessary) hiring a suitable charter 
plane and arranging road transport to and from Meekatharra or Mt 
Vernon Station airstrip (with the station owners approval).  The exact 
logistics will depend on who is involved, where they are located etc etc.  
All costs to be allocated to Flood Damage Works, Ashburton Downs Road 
(Job F67). 
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Comment: 
The scheduled site visit did not occur because none of the potential tenderers 
expressed an interest in the site visit.  Therefore items 2,3,4 and 5 of council’s 
resolution above have therefore not been actioned.  In particular items 2, 3 and 
4 are an essential part of the process  towards building a suitable, reasonably 
priced crossing. 
 
Another item that has been raised by the Works Group as potentially costly is 
the requirement for the contractor to provide rock fill to specifications.   

 
 

However, given that a compliant tender for $292,546 has been received under 
the current specifications (which absolve Council of a number of 
responsibilities and tasks), Council should seriously consider whether the most 
expedient and best course of action would be to accept the lowest tender and 
engage the contractor to undertake the works. 
 
Should council decide to amend the Tender Specifications such that Council’s 
responsibilities and tasks are increased, staff will need to organise and 
supervise these responsibilities and tasks.  We currently do not have the 
people available to take on these duties. 

 
 

The approved flood damage application includes the following items which 
could be attributed to floodway works on Ashburton Downs Road: 
Reinstatement -  Embankment construction   $19,200 
   Rock Protection   $24,498 
   Concrete Wall estimate  $180,000 
   TOTAL    $223,698 
 
Improvement Works- Embankment construction  $2,700 
   Rock Protection   $4,050  
   Concrete Wall/Crossing  $72,000 
   TOTAL    $78,750 
 
Note: no funding was provided for Improvement Works. 
In addition to these amounts, general allocations for Ashburton Downs Road 
have been made for supervision, mobilization, camp/accommodation and 
detours (these costs to cover all flood damage work on Ashburton Downs 
Road): 
Reinstatement  -   $51,700 
Improvement works -  $17,000 
 
So in general terms the approved funding application for flood damage on 
Ashburton Downs Road provided for the scenario we now face in terms of the 
lowest tender and other works required. 
 
In other words the funding application compiled by Terry Clarke and Kim 
Edmeades fairly accurately predicted the costs we now face. 
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Original estimates for the crossing from Greenfield Technical Services were 
(prior to finalising the tender specifications): 
Extend crossing at both ends (200m) at existing deck level  - $299,805 
Extend both ends at lower level (200m)    - $305,305 
Reconstruct entire crossing at lower level (300m)  - $373,505 

 
  

Council now has two basic options: 
 
1. accept the recommendation from Greenfields (accept the tender from the 

lowest tenderer Moses Contracting).   
2. Request Greenfield Technical Services to review the tender specifications 

following a site inspection by Greenfield Technical Services, staff and 
Works Group members and call for quotes for the work.     

 
 

Supervision 
Supervision of this project has not been discussed or arranged to date.  Due to 
time constraints, we do not have the capacity to supervise this project in 
house.  
 
Clearly proper supervision of this project is essential. 
 
Staff have approached Greenfields Technical Services and they are available 
to supervise the project.  This would most likely be achieved by visiting the 
site about 3 to 4 times and providing telephone support to address questions or 
problems during construction. 
 
Staff also approached local contractor, AG Burrows who stated that he would 
not be able to provide supervision of the project. 

 
 

Kim Edmeades, Main Roads WA has advised staff that, given the 
circumstances, Main Roads will not object to a carry over of this project and 
funding into the 07/08 financial year. 
 
Consultation:  
Greenfields Technical Services 
Works Group 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 and Regulations 
Specifically clause 11 (2) (c) (i) states: 
11. Tenders do not have to be publicly invited according to the 

 requirements of this part if-  
(c) within the last 6 months- 
(i) the local government has, according to the requirements of this Part, 
 publicly invited tenders for the supply of the goods or services but no 
 tender was submitted that met the tender specifications; 
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Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
In budget terms, there is $301,993 dollars (flood damage funding) remaining 
unspent on Ashburton Downs Road for the 06/07 year.  The tender 
specifications do not include earthworks and road building associated with this 
project.  Whilst this work has not been costed, staff consider that the project 
will go over budget with these and other ancilliary costs included. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officer Recommendation/Council Decision: 
 
Moved: Cr B A O’Dwyer 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols          CARRIED 5/1 

Cr N L Trenfield requested his no vote recorded 
 
That Council:  
1. award the tender for Reconstruction of the Grave Creek Floodway 

(including works on two other crossings on Ashburton Downs Road) 
to Moses Contracting for the Tender Sum of $292,546.00 excluding 
GST. 

2. engage Greenfield Technical Services to supervise the entire project 
(including construction of approach roads to the crossing). 

 
Based on discussions with members of the Works Group, staff have 
drafted the following motion, should council decide to go with the option 
to review the tender specifications. 
That Council: 
1. Request Greenfields Technical Services to visit the site in company 

with staff and members of the Works Group with a view to amending 
the tender and contract specifications including, but not limited to, 
parts 2, 3 & 4 of Councils resolution 9.6.2 (21/4/07) on this matter. 

2. authorise the CEO, in consultation with the Works Group and 
Greenfield Technical Services to amend the tender and contract 
specifications. 

3. advertise locally, calling for quotes for the works under the revised 
specifications and authorise the CEO and Works Group to award the 
quote.  

4. Advise the 3 tenderers of this decision and invite them to quote for the 
works under the revised specifications.  

5. Resolve who will undertake supervision of the project 
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10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY 
 RESOLUTION OF THE MEETING 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
That Council introduce as new business of an urgent nature a resolution that the 
War Memorial be moved from the Shire Offices to Paddy’s Flat. 
 
Moved:  Cr N L Trenfield 
Seconded:  Cr B A O’Dwyer          CARRIED 6/0 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr S R Bajrai 
Seconded:  Cr B A O’Dwyer          CARRIED 6/0 

BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
That Council permits the War Memorial to be moved to Paddy’s Flat in accordance 
with a Veteran’s Legions plan and at a cost of no more than $5,000. 
 

11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN
 GIVEN 
 Nil 

12. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 The President Cr T R Hutchinson declared the meeting closed at 11.37 am. 

 


