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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS: 

1.1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
The Deputy Shire President, Cr N Trenfield, declared the meeting open at 9.32am. 

 

1.2 DISCLAIMER READING 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written conformation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting 

Deputy Shire President, Cr N Trenfield, read the disclaimer aloud. 
 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Members 
Cr N Trenfield (Deputy Shire President) 
Cr J E Burgemeister 
Cr A B Downing 
Cr R Howden 
Cr H Nichols 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont (CEO) 
 
Apologies 
Cr T R Hutchinson (Shire President) 
Cr A G Burrows 
Cameron Watson (CDSM) 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Nil 
 

3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Nil 
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5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Cr A B Downing be allowed a leave of absence for the September 20, 2008 and October 18, 2008 
meetings. Cr R Howden be allowed a leave of absence for the September 20, 2008 meeting 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING HELD JULY 19, 2008 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr H Howden 
Seconded:  Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday, July 19, 2008 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

7 PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS/ SUBMISSIONS 
Nil 
 

8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
• CEO Roy McClymont advised council that he had attended the WALGA AGM 2/8/08 

along with CDSM Cameron Watson.  The CEO gave a brief report on proceedings and 
in particular the Sandstone motion concerning “The Journey” report.  An amendment to 
the motion was passed by one vote. 

• Deputy Shire President Cr Trenfield gave Council a brief report on the Governors visit 
and luncheon. 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 

9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – JULY 2008 
 
Construction Project – Capital Works Ashburton Downs Road – 2008-09 Budget $ 
240,000 Council Funded 
 
The construction crew reached the Yulga – Ginna turnoff with the Capital Works 
project which involved pulling in all the excess material which was spread out onto the 
shoulders and water binding the material to gain a road formation width of 8m. The 
crew will now work back towards the Murchison River crossing and further towards 
the Great Northern highway picking up any weak areas that may be showing signs of 
blowing out with the additional truck use. Additional material is being added to the 
pavement depth within these areas. 
Before leaving the area to continue on with other work the crew will maintenance 
grade from the Murchison River Crossing back to Great Northern Highway.  
 
 
Ashburton Downs Road – Manganese Mining Contractors PMI - Road Condition Report 
 
As council is aware Process Minerals Incorporated are currently carting manganese 
from Peak Hill mine. There are 6 sub contractors carting with Road Trains towing quad 
trailers and carting over a distance of 65 kilometres of Ashburton Downs to reach Great 
Northern Highway. 
Discussions have been held with PMI Management and council staff in relation to PMI 
Management supplying a grader to maintain the gravel road and also to supply a 
suitable water truck to dampen down the road to help stabilize the material on the 
length of road used which is showing signs of blowing out in isolated areas because of 
the sheer weight and volumes of truck traffic. 
 
Discussions with PMI Management will be ongoing in relation to the condition of 
Ashburton Downs Road. Inspections will be carried out by senior council staff to 
ensure that the work council and staff has achieved so far this financial year is not 
wasted by being left unattended by contractors.  
 
Trenk Contracting have completed the pushing up of the gravel required for all 
resheeting sections and general pit rehabilitation has been carried out as directed by 
councils Works Services Manager on old pits. If the gravel pit reinstatement work is 
progressed whilst in a particular area pushing up gravel requirements for designated 
projects, the process of rehabilitation will eventually reduce the cost incurred for pit 
reinstatement in the long term. 
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Construction Project – Capital Works Marymia Road – 2008-09 Budget $ 123,800 
Council Funded 
 
Construction of this road is well underway. Michael Walley is operating the grader and 
has achieved extensive drainage work in conjunction with the scraper building bunds 
which will improve and control water flow over the roads and through this area. The 
crew will also build the road up as much as possible with the surrounding material 
from the drains with the scraper and grader working together to achieve the best results 
possible. 
 
Town Crew 
At this point in time we only have one town crew member to carry out most of the 
required work. There has been an increase in graffiti throughout the town which is 
taking up a considerable amount of time with staff having to clean and repaint some 
surfaces where permanent marker pens have been used. This is very difficult to 
remove. We still have 3 staff members from Yulella doing some part time work to help 
out when required in the afternoon 3 hours maximum.  
 
Maintenance Grading 
There are a number of roads within the Shire of Meekatharra that require maintenance 
grading and have been requested to be graded by ratepayers. The Works Group will list 
all roads and discuss and a priority list will be drawn up for the completion of 
maintenance grading when time permits.  
 
Plant Report 
All plant is operating efficiently and there are no major breakdowns to report. 
Scheduled services will be carried out when due, all plant will have minor work carried 
out as required and any major problems with plant will be repaired immediately within 
consultation with council’s contract mechanic and Works Services Manager. 
 
Allen Kent 
Works & Services Manager 
 
8/08/2008 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That the Works & Services Manager’s report for July 2008 be received. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.2 PLANT MECHANIC’S REPORT – JULY 2008 
 
P24 GENSET 
This month we had problems with the genset shutting down. This set is fully 
computerised and took a while to find the problem, resulting in the oil pressure switch 
being faulty. The set is now running smoothly and ok. This set was using 180 litres of 
fuel per a 24 hr cycle but has now dropped to 100 litres per 24hr cycle. It could have 
being using extra fuel due to the micro sensor in the oil pressure switch sending the 
wrong signal to the computer, causing the engine to load up more then it should. 
 
 
P86 CAT SCRAPER 
We have had problems with the air conditioner in this machine. A new compressor has 
being fitted and air conditioner is now being repaired. Drivers seat problems as well is 
being rectified and all will be completed by council meeting. 
 
 
P362 WATER CART 
The hydraulic Pump has being sent away for repairs and should be back by the end of 
the week. 
 
 
All other equipment is running ok and is in good condition apart from normal running 
repairs. All services up to date some are due shortly. 
 
 
5/08/2008 
 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr R Howden 
 
That the Plant Mechanic’s report for July 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.1.3 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – JULY 2008 
 

Aircraft movement and statistics: 
 
Once again, traffic at the airport for the Month of July was above July figure of last 
year and fuel sales were the highest since August 2007.  As per previous month’s 
report, the figures so far this year far exceed those of the same period of the last 4 
years.  (See graph attached)  
 
Both Skippers and Network were the highest users during the month of July with 
Network using our fuelling facilities for their jet on 3 occassions. 
 
 The following table is provided on aircraft movements and fuel sales for the month of 
July  2008 with comparisons with July  2006 and 2007.   The variation is shown 
between 2007 and 2008.    
 
 
    2008  2007  2006  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 205  189  218  +8% 
Avgas Fuel Sold:  29184  25846  22686  +29% 
Jet Fuel Sold:   91321  70190  116473 +30% 
Total Fuel Sold  120505 96036  139159 +25% 
 
 
The following table shows comparison of the year to date of 2008 against the same 
periods of 2006 and 2007. The variation is shown from last year to this year. 
 
    2008  2007  2006  Variation 
General Aircraft Landed: 1285  1235  1065  +4% 
   
Total Fuel sold:  731597 577442 699346 +27%  
 
Whilst the figures have been up so far this year, the Month of August has started very 
slowly.  There are a number of factors that have affected the figures and some will be 
permanent changes to what is happening now. 
 
Woodi Woodi runway is currently being sealed and extended to cater for a Jet service.  
Once this is finalized, Network will be using their jet to Woodi Woodi as well as Nifty 
consequently stopping flights into Meeka for fuel. 
 
The Nifty Fuelling facility still has not been completed but plans and work are well 
under way.  Possibly by the end of October, all Network flights into Meeka will cease. 
 
Skippers have cut back on their fuelling from Meeka with the RPT flights taking on the 
bear minimum, 3 days out of 5 not taking fuel at all.  The contract that Skippers have 
using their Dash8 300 series to Fitzroy on Thursdays and Fridays will cease in 2 – 3 
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weeks as the mine is closing down.  Cut back on flight have already commenced as the 
mine is in the winding down stage. 
 
The Skippers’s Brazilia flight to Shay Gap which calls in both ways for Fuel on 
Thursdays will be replaced by Dash8 300 service which will be capable of flying direct 
from Perth to Shay Gap cutting out the only other regular turbine flight to mines that 
call into Meeka for fuel. 
 
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Due to the increased time required for aircraft refueling, and my time off on sick leave 
during the month, little project work has been done.  Mainly I am concentrating on the 
basics requirement and keeping the aerodrome up to the standard required. 
 
 
General Summary: 
 
Generally, the airport was very busy during July and project work and improvements 
have been put on hold. 
 
We have been successful with a RADS grant of $100,000.00 which is to be used to re-
seal the shoulders of our runway as well as repair and reaseal the taxiway.  Hopefully, 
the work will be scoped out shortly and tenders called.  I would suggest that we engage 
an engineer who has runway maintenance experience to carry out the work 
specifications as well as manage the contract. 
 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
 
11th August 2008 
 

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr R Howden 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That the Airport Managers report for July 2008 be received. 

CARREID 5/0 
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9.1.4 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – JULY 2008 
 
July 2008 Youth Centre Program 

 
The Youth Centre Holiday Program started on the 7th July 2008 at 10am, with Storm 
Co staring their annual visit off at the Youth Centre. They had five full days of fun 
activities planned Monday- Friday. We started out at the Youth Centre Building but 
had to move to the Sports Complex, due to the toilet septics being blocked up with tree 
roots growing in them.  
 
While we were based at the Youth Centre there was a regular attendance of youth and 
parents, on average 50 youth and 12 adults each session. When the program had to be 
moved (because we did not have toilets) on Wednesday, the attendance numbers went 
down because most of the parents with littlies had no transport to get them to the 
Complex. The Youth who did come to the Complex did enjoy the rest of Storm Co’s 
very enjoyable program. 
 
The second week of the Holiday Program we hired two Porta Potties to put up at the 
Youth Centre so that we could get back to our normal program. 
Youth Centre Holiday Program open hours: 9-12noon, 1-4pm, 6.30-9pm 

The day sessions was set up to do a different craft each day plus the new board games, 
pool and basketball. We were getting about 18 youth during these sessions. 

The night sessions we got about 35-40 youth (our kids are nocturnal). On two of these 
nights we had young boys (14-16 yrs) coming to the Centre drunk. I called the Police 
on one of these nights and was told they would check it out when they did their rounds 
again. I told the boys they were not allowed to come to the Centre because they were 
drunk and they left without any hassles. The reason I called the police was to find out if 
they would/could charge the boys for drinking but was informed they were not old 
enough to be charged and all the police could do, would be to take away their alcohol. 
What more could I do? The holiday program went well otherwise.  

The normal Youth Centre open times have not been happening as often as they should 
due to Anthony being away and I’ve not been well.  

The Youth Centre has been very fortunate to receive funding to buy a heap of camping 
gear. We’ve got tents, sleeping bags and anything else you could possibly want to take 
on a camping trip (including a kitchen sink). 

The plan is to take young people aged 13-17 years bush and do workshops on Alcohol 
& other Drugs and Sexual Health. To make these camps successful we need the 
support of the parents/caregivers. We have been organising a camping trip for the girls 
first which will happen from 8th-10th August. The boys camp will happen later in the 
month. There is a lot to do in order to run the camp properly and it has taken quite a 
few work hours to organise. I am qualified to run both workshops and I’ve borrowed 
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resources from the hospital (charts, posters and books).  There will be more on how the 
camp went in the next report. 

I have attended two Youth After Dark meetings where I’ve committed myself to 
helping by doing a survey of the youth and their parents about alcohol and drugs. 
Hopefully once I’ve done the surveys we might have some answers and get more 
people (the target group) involved in trying to fix this problem.  

We are still waiting for the rest of our “Home Corner” furniture to arrive and when it 
does we will be having the open night – Councillors are welcome to attend.    

Meekatharra youth Sport and Recreation Program 

Due to lack of interest the Sports Program has not been running as often as we would 
like it to. The kids are just not interested in what we are organising. 

We had our last rostered game of Sunday softball on 22-6-08 and did not start back 
until 3-8-08. Monday night netball is successful and we are getting an average of 14 
people per session. Tuesday and Thursday afternoon softball training/games, no kids at 
all are turning up. Tuesday night indoor cricket did not happen while Anthony was 
away and when he returned no one turned up on the nights he opened the cricket 
centre. Wednesday afternoon Auskick no kids are turning up. It’s now been cancelled. 

Wednesday night basketball relies on Karalundi and they didn’t get back until the end 
of July. They are also having staffing issues so we have to wait and see if they are 
going to still be able to bring their kids in. 

Anthony and I have talked to Wiluna and Karalundi staff about changing the Sunday 
sport, and we have decided to give soccer a go. You will hear about how we go in the 
next couple of reports.   

We are honestly at a loss as to what to do. We will try to organise a meeting of parents 
and kids to see what it is they would like to see happening in town. Hopefully we 
might get some answers on how to do our jobs successfully. 

Elaine King 

Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That the Youth Officers report for July 2008 be received. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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 9.1.5 RANGER’S REPORT – JULY 2008 
 
Ranger Services: 
 
The Ranger/ Animal Control Officer was on leave for July.  
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9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

Meeting 
Date 

Item 
No 

 
Title and Resolution Summary 

 
Resp 

 
Action 

 
Status 

      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are presented 
to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected to 
Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter written to funding agencies 
 
Letter written to Dept Land Information 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 428 

Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra request 
Minister for Land Admin permanently close the laneway and 
portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, that Shire has no 
objections to lots being converted to Freehold Title. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 3917, 
Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, Water Pipe 
Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near Nannine Townsite. 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to inspect 
property and report to Council potential uses of property etc.  
Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that Council has no 
objections to sale of Lot 922, however Council has interest in 
old building situated at in North West corner of lot.  Request 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council may 

 
Complete 
In progress 
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CEO to advise St Barbara Mines that Council may be 
interested in obtaining tenure of Old Station Masters house on 
Lot 922. 

have an interest in old Station Masters 
house. 

      
18/11/06 9.3.4 Domestic Violence Service 

Council advise Minister for Family & Children’s Services that it 
does not have the capacity to continue as Service Provider for 
Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence Service.  This 
service will cease at the latest 30/09/07 
Council also to suggest the Minister investigate legal capacity 
of LG Authorities to act as Service Providers under these types 
of agreements. 

CEO/ 
CDAO/CDSM

 
 
Letter sent to Minister (DCD) 27/11/06 
 
CEO to liaise with DCD towards 
termination of agreement. 
Agreement apparently terminated 
1/12/07.  

 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/12/06 9.3.1 Property Valuation Project 

Council arrange to take up the opportunity as it is not only a 
major saving in respect of valuation costs but it also gives 
Council assurance that all property assets will carry the most 
up to date sums insured.  

CDSM  
Email to LGIS 20/12/06 
 
Valuer in Town 27/6/2008 – 
03/07/2008 

Complete 
 

      
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to ensure 
that Council and community groups who store items on the 
reserves can continue to do so with unrestricted access and 
also to ensure that Council secures the necessary access for 
the Heritage Trails interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised 
lease be presented to Council for approval. 

CEO   

      
20/1/07 9.6.2 Reinstatement of Footpath Paving 

The brick paved footpath in Main Street Meekatharra is 
becoming uneven from tree roots and general subsidence. 
The works could be done by our own staff or could be 
subcontracted out.  

CEO/ Works 
S’visor 

Works being undertaken by Town 
Crew 
 

will be 
completed 
with other 
Capital 
works in 
2008-09 
 

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no reply 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Lotterywest will not transfer 

the funds and monies have 
been returned. Another grant 
application will be submitted in 

Unsuccessful 
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has been received. Council decided to seek the additional 
funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

June.  
- Regional Development 

Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are unable 
to be answered at this stage.  

 
 
Have 
requested 
funds be 
released 
 
 
Up Grade to 
be given 

      
17/3/07 9.3.3 Adoption of Local Laws 

As our local laws range from 1916 to 1998 in age Council 
decided to repeal them all and make new ones. Public 
comment was advertised for and as there was no submissions 
after the expiry date this process was commenced in March 
2005. Due to anticipated changes to local laws by the 
Department of Local Government and Regional Development, 
Council resolved to ‘let the matter lay’ until these changes were 
finalised 

CDSM To be gazetted, letters sent etc etc In progress 

      
19/5/07 9.2.4 Meekatharra Aquatic Centre – Annual Report 

Contract Aquatic Services (CAS) recommended new surface 
coating, roof over change rooms, install 2nd hand diving board 
and general maintenance during winter closure. 

CEO Email Cameron to allow in Budget 
 
Order dive board 
 
Awaiting quote from CAS (surface 
coating). 

Actioned 
21/5/07 
Actioned 
21/5/07 
Work 
completed 
July 08 

      
16/02/08  Cemetery Plaque CDSM / AA Contacted Glen, approve proof of 

plaque. 
 
To be installed by local contractor 
 

Plaque 
received 
24.04.08 
In progress 

      
15/03/08 10.1.1 Creation of Works Committee – a formal committee under the 

Local Government Act 1995. 
Report to be presented to April 08 Council meeting. 

CEO/WSM CEO to discuss details of this proposal 
with Works Group 
members/Councillors to assist with 

On hold 
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writing a report. Topics: purpose, 
functional areas to be covered, 
meeting dates & timing issues, staff 
reporting procedures, committee 
membership (Cr’s/staff), allocation of 
administration responsibilities.    

      
17/05/08 9.6.1 Judal- Mileura rd section 

Council not undertake any work or maintenance on this road. 
That the Mt Gould – Berringarra rd be Councils Preferred link 
Between the shires 

CEO/ WSM Mr Walsh be advised of this decision 
 
 
Staff process the official closure of this 
section of road 

Complete 
19.05.08 
 
In process 

      
17/05/08 10.1.2 Development of Leased land on Airport – RFDS 

Approve the development. 
EHSO Approve Building licence 

Approval of the Office of Transport 
Security in regards to the fence. 

In Process 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic with 

calico and charge for the calico bags. 
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers 
Commence project 

23/06/08 
In Process 

      
21/06/08 9.5.1 Appointment of J Randall as Building Surveyor. This 

appointment will be in addition to that of Bill Atyeo 
CDSM Appoint J Randall Complete 

      
21/06/08 10.1.2 Write off of Royal Mail Debt CDSM Write off the debt Complete 
      
19/07/08 9.2.4 Amendments to the schedule of fees and charges CDSM  Complete 
      
19/07/08 9.2.5 Investment of Reserve Funds with the Bank of Queensland  

Investigate using a Financial Adviser. 
CDSM Invest funds 

 
Investigate a Financial Adviser 

Done 
23/7/08 
In progress 

      
19/07/08 9.3.1 Compulsory Voting in Local Government Elections 

Supports the resolution to change the act 
CEO Provide response to WALGA Sent 21/7/08 

      
19/07/08 9.3.2 Service agreement – Canine Control 

Council enters into agreement for the provision of animal 
control services for 12 months 

CDSM Write agreement 
Sign Agreement 

Complete 
Signed next 
visit 

      
19/07/08 9.4.1 Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-painting the CDAO Enquiries to the water corp in regard In Progress 
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tanks repainting the welcome sign and 
clearing under growth. 
Painting a welcome sign on the south 
tank. 

      
19/07/08 9.5.1 Local Laws – Health. Amendments be adopted EHO Amendments adopted Complete 
      
19/07/08 9.5.2 Extension of time period to TP01/08 Yulella Vision Shop EHO/CDSM Time limit imposed item 8 of Town 

Consent Permit be amended from 6 
months to 14 months 
Time limit imposed under item 9 be 
amended from 18 months to 20 
months. 

Letter sent 
20/06/08 

      
19/07/08 9.6.1 Main Roads – Integrated service arrangements. Receive 

information and authorise staff to provide the required costing 
information to Main Roads 

WSM/CEO  In Progress 

      
19/07/08 10.1.1 CEO annual leave and appointment of acting CEO CEO/CDSM CEO’s leave approved Cameron 

Watson be appointed as acting CEO 
Complete 
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The following tasks and projects have been identified by staff and Councillors  
as being important to be addressed in the short term in order to bring Council up to date 
with compliance, governance and general sound management principles.   

     
Priority Tasks/projects to be done Status   

5 Assets - stocktake assets and create procedure to manage major and minor assets 
In 
progress   

5 Auditing Review scope of current financial audit 
Not 
started   

1 Buildings create 10 year maintenance and new building program  Started   

2 Cemeteries - review facilities and upgrade - eg. interment of  ashes  
Not 
started   

  Code of conduct - Review within 12 months of each election Started   

1 Employment Contracts/letters - review and change to Workplace Agreements as req'd  
In 
progress   

5 Employee start up and termination procedures create checklist 
In 
progress   

1 Evacuation plans - signs etc create/review 
Not 
started   

1 First aid kits and training - review  
In 
progress   

3 Fuel use, procurement and systems for monitoring - review and update systems as reqd 
In 
progress   

5 Gravel pit reinstatement 
In 
progress   

5 Health - mosquito - create full researched plan 
Not 
started   

5 Interpretive centre planning, procurement, title, funding etc etc etc Started   

1 Lease Reserves 40845, 40847 - formalise & legalise lease 
In 
progress   

1 Local laws - enact new ones 
In 
progress   

2 Heritage - Municipal Inventory - Review 
In 
progress   

1 Occ health and safety compliance - review and ensure compliance Started   

4 Plant maintenance - training of operators and management On going   

5 Property addressing - clear numbers on houses/curbs formalise with DLI and implement. 
In 
progress   

  Public Safety Check Lists for playgrounds, BMX track etc create & set procedures 
In 
progress   

5 Recruitment and induction procedures - review, create, improve 
In 
progress   

1 Review Community Development - Create Plan for Future then review structure 
In 
progress   

5 Roads - update and improve annual road maintenance list (create schedule) Started   

5 Roads - create 5 year road construction program/schedule Started   

5 Roads - create grid improvement program (seal/stabilise approaches)   
Not 
started   

5 Roads - list unfenced grids, seek approvals and remove grids 
Not 
started   

5 Roads - ensure compliance with Clearing of Land legislation  Started   

1 Rubbish Tip - improve day to day management - recycling, attended, open times etc 
In 
progress   
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Priority Tasks/projects to be done Status   

5 Stock - gravel metal cement sand etc booking out procedures - review Started   

5 Stock (filters, oils, parts, cement etc) - set procedures and levels Started   

5 Tenancies - regular inspections of houses and other properties Started   

5 
Tenancies - write/rewrite all agreements to comply with act and include bonds (amend 
policy) 

In 
progress   

  Trails projects - review and implement Stage 2 
In 
progress   

5 Work instructions/procedures - none exist - create Started   

1 Works construction - prepare water, gravel etc for Construction Program On-going   

1 Town Planning Scheme No 3 - finalise process - Planning Commission letters 
In 
progress   

  Controlled Waste Regulations 2004 - set up reporting system - comply Started   
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Priority Completed/Finalised Tasks Status   

  Airport apply for Security Agents License for Airport Delete   

  Airport managers relief - sort out and schedule Complete   

  Airport reporting officers qualification - 3 day course - CEO, CSO, CDO Complete   

  Airport Security Training - 6 day course - Admin Staff? Advertise for Locals?? Delete   

  Appointment of Bush Fire Control Officers + CBFCO & DCBFCO check if required 
OK 
Delete   

  Budget 2006/2007 - advertise diff rates, adopt budget and rates. Complete   

  Environmental Health Officer - Consultancy Agreement - review, amend sign off Complete   

  Airport emergency drill - facilitate agencies to conduct drill Complete   

  Fire Arms Act - check compliance and change procedures as necessary Complete   

  Motor Vehicles - analyse optimum change over times for light vehicles Complete   

  Property Addressing - Geographic Names Committee - April 02 - research & respond  Complete   

  Rubbish Contract - call tenders - tender specis, contract etc Complete   

  Swimming pool - complete concourse upgrade Complete   

  Tender - call tenders for residence Lot 304 Darlot St Delete   

  Trainee Parks and Gardens worker - research possibility/feasibility  Complete   

1 Airport - review Managers role, relief, fueling tasks etc etc New Position Asst Manager Complete   

  Annual report & electors meeting Complete   

1 Auditing Have external compliance and situational audit done Complete   

1 Budget Create budget procedures and timelines for 07/08 budget Complete   

5 Dog registration procedures - check compliance Complete   

1 Domestic Violence Service - check legalities, council responsibilities, authorities etc Complete   

5 Freedom of information act - Check for compliance & create/update as required Complete   

1 Housing - inspect and arrange higher cost maintenance items of houses  Complete   

1 Policy manual - review Complete   

1 Ranger/security officer - recruit Complete   

5 Records Act - complete review by Sept 06 Complete   

5 Public Interest Disclosure Act 2003 - implement the legislation Complete   

1 Review Administration and Management Structure Complete   

1 Works construction Schedule, cost and program works 06/07 Complete   

1 Re-start and organise monthly interagency meetings  Complete   

  Overtime authorities and procedures OK   

1 Overtime of works crews - review efficiencies OK   

  Payroll procedures - timesheets, time in lieu, works reporting - check OK   

2 CEO's regulatory responsibilities - ensure compliance - procedures Complete   

2 Cemeteries - review compliance   Complete   
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Priority Completed/Finalised Tasks Status   

1 Housing - arrange basic repairs of houses as per tenants reports Complete   

1 Housing - urgent - set up facilities for consultants/contractors Complete   

1 Plant Replacement Program - review and update Complete   

5 Airport security - engage Geraldton Security Agent to take on emergency security Complete   

1 Airport - create Tender and contract documents - call tenders Complete   

1 Delegations register - review annually - after Policy Manual completed Complete   

5 Disability service act compliance-  Access & Inclusion Plan by 30/06/07 + annual report Complete   

  Employee contracts/agreements review and check conditions being followed Complete   

5 Fuel sales - review legal and moral issues Complete   

2 Fees & charges full review of fees and charges schedule inc Cemeteries Complete   

1 Lease - Wesfarmers Yard - review lease terms and conditions + seek approvals Complete   

1 
Performance reviews - review/create procedures and performance indicators - 
conduct performance reviews - Krys, Terry, Megan Complete   

1 Plan for the future - a strategic plan Complete   

5 Works crew numbers and efficient requirements - review and create procedures Complete   

  Contaminated Sites Legislation - report by 1 May 2007 Complete   

  Works & Services Manager - recruit Complete   

  Admin/relief officer - finalise position description and recruit Complete
  

5 Training - skills, knowledge, qualifications of employees create training program Complete   

  Works construction Schedule, cost and program works 07/08 Complete   

5 Emergency Management Act 2005 - compliance - committee, plans etc Complete   

  Leases/contracts review all and create action list Complete   

 Leases/contracts - action list of tasks to be done Complete   

5 Purchasing procedures review, create and implement improved procedures  Complete   

5 Tenancies - procedures for Property Conditions reports at start and finish of tenancies  Complete   

5 Tenancies - compliance with Tenancies act - check, improve Complete   

1 Workers Comp Claims Procedure Complete   

  Log books ensure FBT compliance Complete   
5 Records Act - implement records management review Complete   
5 Insurance Claims Procedure review, create check lists etc Complete   
  Office drive data crash - recover data or recreate documents & data Complete   

 
Officers Recommendation/ Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded:  Cr H Nichols 
 
That the Status report for July 2008 be received 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.2 FINANCE 

9.2.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED JULY 31, 2008 
LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 0171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 6 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 

CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity 

reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget 
under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail – 

 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for 
an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in 
paragraphs (b) and (c); and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents 
containing-  
 
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to 
which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-
regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local 
government. 
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(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
 
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to 
in sub-regulation (2), are to be –  
  
(a) presented to the council –  
(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to 
which the statement relates; or 
(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred 
to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that 
meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, 
calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial 
activity for reporting material variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual 
budget for a specific purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 

 
Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary 
meeting following the end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation/Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr R Howden 
Seconded:  Cr A B Downing 
 
That the financial report for the period ending July 30, 2008 be received. 

 
CARRIED 5/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
 
There were no actions taken under delegated powers that require reporting to Council in July 2008. 
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9.2.2 OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 

LOCATION: NIL 
APPLICATION: NIL 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 7 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt 
collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a 
statement with a reminder sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be 
forwarded onto the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to 
do so. Therefore from time to time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees 
it is required that Council write off the debt incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
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Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded:  Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for July 
31, 2008. 
 

CARRIED 5/0
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9.2.3 LIST OF ACCOUNTS PERIOD ENDED JULY 2008 

LOCATION: N/A 
APPLICATION: CAMERON WATSON 
FILE REF: ADM 171 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 6 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  CAMERON WATSON 
  CORPORATE & DEVELOPMENT 
  SERVICES MANAGER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 

make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing each account paid since the 
last such list was prepared – 

 
(a)  the payee’s name; 
(b) the amount of the payment; 
(c) the date of the payment; and 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing 
– 
(a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

(i) the payee’s name 
(ii) the amount of the payment; and  
(iii)sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 

(3) A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 
(a)  presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list 

is prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 16 AUGUST, 2008 
61 

 
 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $ 871426.33 
Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $     1837.19 
Air BP Voucher No’s VARIOUS  Amount: $             .00 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of 
Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
That the accounts as detailed for June 2008 be paid. 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr J E Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr R Howden 
 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under 
delegated power. 

 
CARRIED 5/0
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 
 

9.3.1 DONATION – MEEKATHARRA SCHOOL OF THE AIR P & C 
 

LOCATION: MEEKATHARRA DISTRICT 
APPLICANT: MEEKATHARRA SCHOOL OF THE AIR P 

& C 
FILE REF: ADM0063 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 7 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Mrs Tanya Brown, President, MSOTA Parents and Citizens has emailed a request 
for a donation towards graduation rewards (books) for the School of the Air 
children. 
 
Attachments: 
Emails to/from Tanya Brown 24/7/08, 25/7/08 & 28/7/08. 
 
Comment: 
Mrs Brown states that there are currently 15 School of the Air children that reside 
within the Meekatharra Shire area.  The P & C plan to spend $18 per book on 
average. 
 
If Council were to allow $25 for each locally based child the total donation for 15 
children would be $375. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
Council Policy 2.9 - Donations  
 
Financial Implications: 
Budget 08/09 includes an allocation for Other donations of $6,000 which is 
currently unspent. 
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Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority  
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr R Howden 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That Council donate $375 to the Meekatharra School of the Air Parents and 
Citizens Association to assist with purchase of end of year graduation books 
for students along with 2 copies of the book “Meekatharra The Gold beyond 
the Rivers” by Hugh Edwards. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3.2 RED SAND BOX 
 

LOCATION: MEEKATHARRA TOWN 
APPLICANT: FRONTIER SERVICES 
FILE REF: ADM 0081 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Frontier Services are requesting permission to continue to use the Red Sand Box 
building. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter from Frontier Services 13/7/08 including attachment. 
 
Background: 
Council met with representatives from Frontier Services at is meeting of 16/2/08.  
Council discussed this matter and resolved to allow Frontier Services to use the Red 
Sand Box for the purpose of financial advocacy services for a 6 month period (until 
August 2008). 
 
Comment: 
It is clearly in Council’s best interest to have this building being used and 
maintained on a daily basis. 
 
Until such time as there is the will and the need in the community for a Child Care 
Centre, it would seem reasonable to allow Frontier Services to use the building for 
other purposes. 
 
Consultation: 
A formal agreement exists between the Shire of Meekatharra and Frontier Services 
(Uniting Church).   
 
Clause 7.2 – Use of Centre – states: “The Lessee shall only use or permit the centre 
to be used as a Child Care Centre for children or for associated activities and shall 
not use or permit the centre to be used for and other purposes PROVIDED 
ALWAYS that the centre may be used for some other purpose not incompatible 
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with the use of the centre as a Child Care Centre at a time outside the hours the 
centre is open.” 
 
Staff consider that this clause covers Councils desire that the building always 
remain available for use as a Child Care Centre when and if required.  This clause 
also permits Frontier Services to use the building for other purposes.  
 
Therefore providing Frontier Services comply with the terms and conditions of the 
existing agreement, the centre can be used for purposes other than child care. 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
That Council advise Frontier Services that clause 7.2 of the current agreement 
covers use of the centre for purposes other than child care and that Frontier 
Services should continue to operate in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the agreement. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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9.3.3 DONATION – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
LOCATION: GERALDTON 
APPLICANT: DEPT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
FILE REF: ADM0063 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 11 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
The Dept of Education and Training Geraldton Office have requested a donation 
towards the Vocational Education and Training in Schools Top Students Awards. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter from DET 30/7/08 and Sponsorship Form 
 
Comment: 
Staff are not aware of Council supporting this event in the past as stated in Mr 
Nairns letter. 
 
Staff consider that should Council wish to contribute towards education in any 
form, there would be more benefit in concentrating on local issues and problems. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
 
Policy Implications: 
Council Policy 2.9 - Donations  
 
Financial Implications: 
Budget 08/09 includes an allocation for Other donations of $6,000 which is 
currently unspent. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority  
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 
 
That Council advise the Department of Education and Training Mid West 
District Education Office that it will not be contributing to towards the VET 
Top Student Awards 2008 on this occasion. 

CARRIED 5/0  
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Nil 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING 
 

9.5.1 LEASES - VALUATIONS AND GENERAL 
LOCATION: MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
APPLICANT: VARIOUS 
FILE REF: LEGAL DOCUMENTS 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Staff have had five ground leases at the Aerodrome valued.  Council can now 
provide some general guidance to staff to progress lease renewals and increases.  
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Comment: 
 
The Meeka Airport runs at an annual operating loss of around $200,000 making it 
“unsustainable”.  Clearly we should be aiming to have the Airport break even or 
return a surplus.  Therefore any additional income or reduction of expenses will 
help us move towards that goal. 
 
The table below displays the current rents paid and the new valuations for rent. 
 

 
LESSEE EXPIRES 

CURRENT 
RENT PA 

VALUED 
RENT PA 

RENT 
INCREASE 

Mobil Oil 2017 $3,526 $4,800 $1,274 
BP Australia 2008 $3,526 $6950 $3,424 
BP Airside area Nil $700 $700 
St Barbara (RFDS) 2009 $972 $3,600 $2,628 
RFDS $972 $9,350 $8,378 
Globalstar 2008 $11,194 $17,000 $5,806 
 TOTAL $22,210 

 
The Local Government Act 1995 section 3.58 requires that Council must, before 
agreeing to lease a property, advertise the details inviting submissions and then 
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consider any submissions received.  Council will therefore have the opportunity to 
consider each lease prior to finalization. 
BP Australia have not objected to the lease valuation. 
 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service landing fees last financial year were $43,500.  
Council currently donates these fees back to the RFDS.  
 
The RFDS are currently undertaking extensions on their lease.  It is possible that 
these works may extend outside the current lease area. 
 
The RFDS parasol hangar is not included in the current RFDS lease. 
 
The recommendation below provides for all market valuations to be incorporated 
into the relevant leases.  
 
Should council wish to discount any lease valuations, such as the RFDS leases, it 
would be helpful to provide staff with guidance on any discounts now. 
 
Consultation: 
AVP Valuers 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential increased lease rental income. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council request staff to take the following actions concerning leases: 
 
 Contact Mobil Oil Australia Ltd seeking their agreement to a contract 

variation increasing the current lease rental up to $4800 per year. 
 
 BP Australia Ltd – Process a new lease (including the addition of an airside 

area of 119m2) at a total annual rental of $7650 
 

 
 St Barbara Mines Ltd (Royal Flying Doctor Service) – process the lease of 

the hangar to RFDS upon expiry of the current lease (30/6/09) at the valued 
rental of $3,600 per year.  In this case staff are directed not to comply with 
section 3.58(4)© of the Local Government Act 1995 which requires a 
valuation within 6 months of the lease commencement. 

 
 
 Royal Flying Doctor Service – Hangar 131 – when current renovation work 

on the existing lease are complete establish if any change has occurred to 
the lease area and incorporate any such change into a new lease.  Include 
the addition of the parasol hangar into the new lease.  Negotiate with RFDS 
concerning increasing the annual rental amount to $9350.  

 
 
 Localstar Pty Ltd (Globalstar) – Renew the lease on expiry (31/12/08) at an 

annual rental of $17,000 as valued. 
 

Council Resolution: 
 

Moved: Cr R Howden 
Seconded: Cr A B Downing 

 
That Council request staff to take the following actions concerning leases: 
 
 Contact Mobil Oil Australia Ltd seeking their agreement to a contract 

variation increasing the current lease rental up to $4800 per year. 
 
 BP Australia Ltd – Process a new lease (including the addition of an airside 

area of 119m2) at a total annual rental of $7650 
 
 St Barbara Mines Ltd (Royal Flying Doctor Service) – process the lease of 

the hangar to RFDS upon expiry of the current lease (30/6/09) at the valued 
rental of $3,600 per year.  In this case staff are directed not to comply with 
section 3.58(4)(C) of the Local Government Act 1995 which requires a 
valuation within 6 months of the lease commencement. 

 
 Royal Flying Doctor Service – Hangar 131 – when current renovation work 

on the existing lease are complete establish if any change has occurred to 
the lease area and incorporate any such change into a new lease.  Include 
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the addition of the parasol hangar into the new lease.  Negotiate with RFDS 
concerning increasing the annual rental amount to $9350.  

 
 Localstar Pty Ltd (Globalstar) – Renew the lease on expiry (31/12/08) at an 

annual rental of $17,000 as valued. 
 

 The Royal Flying Doctor Leases as above are to be discounted by 50% by 
means of Council donating 50% of the lease payments back to RFDS with 
this donation being recorded as a Bona Fide medical donation for Grants 
Commission purposes. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

 
Reason for Council Resolution Differing from Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council desired to discount lease charges on RFDS. 
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9.6 WORKS & SERVICES 
 

9.6.1 WILUNA NORTH ROAD – WATER BORES 
LOCATION:  
APPLICANT:  
FILE REF: RD 005 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 8 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
There is a requirement for water to be available for water binding on the Wiluna 
North Road.   
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
 
 
Comment: 
Traffic counts on Wiluna North Road have shown an average of 13 vehicle a day 
which is comparable with Mt Clere Road. 
 
Currently we have gravel material windrowed on the side of the road over 
approximately 7 kms.  This material will require moisture to be used effectively for 
re-sheeting.  Sections of bull dust have also developed along the construction area. 
 
Waiting on nature to deliver the correct quantity of rain now seems to be rather 
ambitious. 
 
Depending on drill rig availability this work may have commenced prior to the 
Council Meeting. 
 
Consultation: 
Works Group 
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Statutory Environment: 
 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential budget overrun account 4200/1268 (budget 08/09 $25,000) 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Water being available on Wiluna North Road will improve Council’s ability to 
repair and maintain this road. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr R Howden 
 
That Council endeavours (subject to water being found) to establish two water 
bores on Wiluna North Road at approx the 65 SLK and 94 SLK at an 
estimated cost of $20,000. 

CARRIED 5/0 
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10 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION OF THE 
MEETING 
10.1 THAT THE LATE AGENDA ITEMS BE INTRODUCED AS NEW BUSINESS OF 

AN URGENT NATURE 
 
Moved: Cr H Nichols 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 

CARRIED 5/0 
 

10.1.1 ASHBURTON DOWNS ROAD – HEAVY HAULAGE 
LOCATION:  
APPLICANT: PROCESS MINERALS INTERNATIONAL 

PTY LTD (PMI) 
FILE REF: RD 0067 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 13 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
PMI have been carting manganese from their mine at Horseshoe on the Ashburton 
Downs Road.  This has caused our construction work on the road to be prolonged 
due to the necessity to repair problems caused by the trucks.  Council’s crew will 
complete its work on this road next week and will move to another location. 
 
The concern is that without regular watering and maintenance grading, sections of 
the road may be destroyed. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter to Process Minerals International 7/4/08 
 
Background: 
Mr David Geraghty, Managing Director, PMI, attended the Council Meeting of 15 
March 2008.  At that meeting agreement was reached concerning certain aspects of 
PMI’s operations.  The attached letter defines these agreements. 
 
The agreements made at that time did not specifically address maintenance and 
watering requirements on the road. 
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At our request, a phone meeting was held between PMI representatives and 
Council’s Works Group at 4.00pm on Wednesday 13/8/08.  Cr Trenfield, Cr 
Bergemeister, Allen Kent WSM and Roy McClymont CEO attended the meeting on 
Council’s behalf and David Geraghty Managing Director and David Leaney 
attended for PMI. 
 
The following is a summary of discussions at the meeting: 
 

• Council will have spent over $300,000 during the last 3 months working on 
this road. 

• Our construction on this road has been prolonged due to the need to 
frequently repair damage done by road train movements.  Consequently our 
unit costs are significantly higher than normal. 

• PMI plan to continue to haul 500 tonne of product per week from the mine 
site (approx 15,000 tonnes per year).  This volume will continue over the 
short term.  Current indications are a life of two years or more. 

• This equates to 6 road trains per day on average.  PMI have applied to Main 
Roads for a concessional loading permit which will reduce the number of 
vehicle movements required to shift their product but will have little affect 
on the potential to damage our road. 

• PMI have engaged a local contractor to grade the section of road from 
Yulga Jinna to the mine about once a week. 

• PMI have stated that they are endeavouring to purchase a semi water cart 
and a 12G grader but have been unable to obtain either due to the scarcity of 
good quality second hand equipment currently on the market.  

• PMI seem to have been staying to the 60kmh speed limit reasonably well (as 
far as we can tell).  

• Council reps indicated that PMI can use Council water facilities (bores, 
dams etc) however PMI would need to provide their own pumps and gen-
sets. 

• PMI indicated that they have concerns about theft and vandalism relating to 
equipment left at bores. 

• David Geraghty indicated that he will be in Meekatharra in about 2 weeks 
time and that he will be available to meet with Council representatives at 
that time. 

• Council is very concerned about the potential for damage from road trains 
over the new section of road between the Murchison River and Julga Jinna.  
Without regular and constant watering this section could well be destroyed 
in a very short period of time. 

 
Comment: 
PMI’s actions so far would indicate that there is a lack of urgency in their efforts to 
ensure that our road asset is maintained. 
 
Currently PMI’s haulage operates under the Class 2/3 Period Permit for Restricted 
Access Vehicles (RAV).  Ashburton Downs Road is listed by Main Roads (with 
Council approval) to allow road train use under this system. 
 
Council can gain control over RAV access on a road by following a 2 step process:  
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1.Withdraw Councils support of Ashburton Downs Road under the RAV Period 

Permit system. 
2.Request that a “CAO 7 Condition” be placed over the road requiring heavy mass 

vehicles to carry a valid letter of support from Council authorising them to use 
the road. 

 
Should Council wish to stop the use of Road Trains by PMI on Ashburton Downs 
Road, a letter can be emailed to the Main Roads advising that Council withdraws its 
support of Ashburton Downs Road under the Restricted Access Vehicle network.  
Main Roads have indicated that they would action any such request within 24 hours 
and that they would make direct contact with any entities known to be using the 
road under the Period Permit system. This would effectively close Ashburton 
Downs Road to all but “as of right” or general access vehicles for all road users. 
 
The following is a definition of general access vehicles: 

“General access vehicles (Austroads classes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9) are all vehicles 
with up to 6 axles, as well as those with 3 axle groups (see what is an axle group?) 
and 7 or more axles. They may operate state-wide provided they are:  

•  not a road train or b-double  
•  within regulation axle mass limits  
•  19.0m or less in length (or a maximum 12.5m for rigid vehicles)  
•  total mass less than 42.5t  
•  width less than 2.5m (excluding mirrors and lights)  
•  height less than 4.3m” 
 
Under this scenario, initially anyone wishing to use the road for other than general 
access vehicles would need to apply for a permit to do so through the Main Roads. 
 
However once a “CAO 7 Condition” is placed over the road, anyone wishing to use 
the road for other than general access vehicles would only need to carry a valid 
letter of support from Council authorising their use of the road. 
 
Consultation: 
Cr Trenfield 
Allen Kent, Works and Services Manager 
John Horton, Main Roads WA 
Jim Epis CEO Shire of Leonora 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Numerous statutes apply. 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential cost of reinstating damage to Ashburton Downs Road Est. $300,000 to 
$500,000. 
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Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation: 
 
That Council advise Process Mineral International Pty Ltd (PMI) that Council 
requires the following measures to be taken 
 
By Monday 25th August 2008: 
A water truck with a minimum capacity 25,000 litres to be provided to water 
the Ashburton Downs Road on days that their road trains are running with a 
minimum of 10 full loads per day being sprayed over the road.  The section of 
road between the Murchison River and the Julga Jinna community is to be 
specifically kept well watered.  Other sections should be watered where road 
conditions indicate.  
 
PMI are to continue to grade sections of the road where maintenance grading 
will be of benefit.  
 
Further, that council resolve what action staff should take in the event that 
PMI fails to comply with the above requests and what other actions, if any, 
that staff should take concerning this matter.  
 
Council Resolution 
 
Moved: Cr A B Downing 
Seconded: Cr J E Burgemeister 
 
That Council advise Process Mineral International Pty Ltd (PMI) that Council 
requires the following measures to be taken 
 
By Monday 25th August 2008: 
A water truck with a minimum capacity 25,000 litres to be provided to water 
the Ashburton Downs Road on days that their road trains are running with a 
minimum of 10 full loads per day being sprayed over the road.  The section of 
road between the Murchison River and the Yulga Jinna community is to be 
specifically kept well watered.  Other sections should be watered where road 
conditions indicate.  
 
PMI are to continue to grade sections of the road where maintenance grading 
will be of benefit.  
 
That should PMI indicate that they are unable to comply with these requests, 
the CEO, in consultation with the Works Group, is authorised to take 
whatever action is deemed necessary. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 
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10.1.2 SUSTAINABILITY – “THE JOURNEY” – WALGA FINAL DRAFT REPORT 
LOCATION: WA STATE 
APPLICANT: WALGA 
FILE REF: ADM0286 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: NIL 
DATE OF REPORT: 15 AUGUST 2008 
AUTHOR:  ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  
SENIOR OFFICER: ROY MCCLYMONT 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR OFFICER:  
 
Summary: 
Following responses from the industry, WALGA has released an amended draft 
report – “The Journey”. 
WALGA will conduct a Special Forum to debate the amended report.  This forum 
will be held in Perth on Monday 15th September 2008. 
 
Attachments: 
Letter from WALGA 7/8/08 
A copy of the draft final report “The Journey” will be provided to Councillors as a 
separate document. 
 
Background: 
Council discussed “the Journey” at its meeting in May 2008.   
 
Since then, we have submitted our response to the report (a copy was provided to 
Councillors) and the CEO and Corporate & Development Services manager 
attended the WALGA AGM in Perth to support Sandstones motion concerning the 
report.   At the AGM, an amendment to Sandstones motion (but along similar 
lines), moved by Dardanup was carried by the narrowest of margins – one vote! 
 
The resolution from the AGM has brought about the Special Forum. 
 
Comment: 
Council may now consider what action, if any, it would like to take on this matter: 
 
1.Does Council wish to send representatives to the Special Forum (two voting 

delegates are allowed from each Council) – and if so who will attend. 
2.Does Council wish to raise any specific issues for discussion at the forum? 
3.If so, does Council desire Staff to provide comments, cost estimates etc on 

specific issues that we wish to have discussed at the special forum? 
 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY 16 AUGUST 2008 
Page 92 

Given the short time frame and lack of opportunity for Councillors to consider these 
questions it will be difficult to provide staff with any considered response at this 
time.   At this stage, even staff have not yet had a chance to read or digest the final 
draft report. 
 
Council can however at this time still resolve whether it wishes to send 
representatives to the Forum, and if so whom. 
 
Should councillors, after reading the final draft report, have any specific issues that 
they would like to be discussed at the forum, they can pass this information on to 
the CEO.   
 
Please note that the deadline for notifying WALGA of issues for discussion is 8 
September 2008 and if any research or costings are required the CEO will 
need time to compile this information. 
 
Consultation: 
 
Statutory Environment: 
“The Journey” proposes a number of legislative amendments. 
 
Policy Implications: 
 
Financial Implications: 
Potential costs – staff time and travel costs for the forum. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation 
 
For council consideration; whether to send delegate/s to the Special Forum 15 
Sept 2008 and if so who will attend. 
Councillors to advise the CEO of any issues that they wish to have discussed at 
the Forum by 8 September 2008 at latest. 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr R Howden 
Seconded: Cr H Nichols 
 
Councillors to advise the CEO of any issues that they wish to have discussed at 
the Forum by 8 September 2008 at latest and the CEO is to raise, with 
WALGA, any other issues he deems necessary. 
Further that Cr Downing and Cr Bergemeister to attend the Forum if 
circumstances permit.       

CARRIED 5/0 
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11 ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 
Nil 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The Deputy Shire President, Cr N Trenfield, declared the meeting closed at 11.55am. 
 


