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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting open at 10:05 am. 

1.1 DISCLAIMER READING 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Meekatharra for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during this Meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this Meeting and should only 
rely on written confirmation of council’s decision, which will be provided within fourteen (14) 
days of this Meeting 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, read the disclaimer aloud. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Members 
Cr TR Hutchinson - Shire President 
Cr NL Trenfield  - Deputy President 
Cr AG Burrows 
Cr HJ Nichols 
Cr RK Howden 
Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
Staff 
Roy McClymont  - Chief Executive Officer 
Krys East   - Corporate & Development Services Manager 
 
Apologies 
Cr PS Clancy 
 
Approved Leave of Absence 
Nil 
 
Observers 
Nil 

 
3 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Nil 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 18, 2012 
 

Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held Saturday February 18, 2012 
be confirmed. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 

6.2 ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 18, 2012 

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That the minutes from the Annual Electors Meeting held Saturday February 18, 2012 be 
confirmed. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

 

7 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 
 Presentation from 9:30 am to 10:05 am prior to the commencement of Ordinary Council 

Meeting from Mr. Iain McGregor from ‘Solar Choice’ regarding solar electricity benefits 
and costs for the Shire of Meekatharra. Councillors were given opportunity to query Mr. 
McGregor. 

 
8 ANNOUNCMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

Nil 
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9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 
 

9.1 OFFICERS MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
9.1.1 WORKS & SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2012 

 
Road Maintenance Grading 

 The Ashburton Downs Road is now being graded to the boundary by contractor P. Elliot, 
using the Shire’s Volvo Grader 

 The Shire has employed a new Maintenance Grader Operator for the M Series Grader. The M 
Series is now grading the Landor Road to the boundary. 

 
Construction Works 

 Airport Realignment Rd:  
 This road has now been sealed with a hot bitumen/10ml granite seal – single coat. 
 Shire combined with RNR Contracting has carried out this work. 

 Landor Road Bitumen Seal Extension: 
 Work is underway on formation construction for four kilometres from SLK 47400 

 
Flood damage repairs by Northern Goldfields Engineering 
Work on Neds Creek Road should be completed by the end of March with Northern Goldfields 
Engineering (NGE) then to move on to the Ashburton Downs Road. During the last period successful 
water boring along the Neds Creek Road has completed water requirements for this section. Value of 
proposed work on the Ashburton Downs Road is $2.85 million. 
 
New Shire Water Bores 
After completing the flood damage water bores Dunlop Drilling was contracted by the Shire and we 
now have two new water sites, one on Sandstone Road and one on Landor Road. 
 
Cyclone Heidi Flood Damage 
At the request of FESA the Shire together with Greenfields Engineering has carried out a detailed 
road inspection along most of the Shire gravel roads with a new submission passed on to MRD 
Geraldton. 
 
Town Maintenance-Monthly Report Finishing 9th March 2012 

 Smashed glass strewn across roadways, graffiti to town signs, buildings, lamp posts and 
footpaths has continued and is taking up a considerable amount of time to remove.  

 The sweeping of town streets is being done in accordance with Council’s directive. At a four 
to six week interval sweeping along all kerb lines is and has been undertaken to avoid 
sand/leaves build-up. Rubbish has been removed from vacant town blocks.  

 The Public Toilets are and have been cleaned on a daily basis each week day.  

 Vacant Shire houses lawns mowed 
 Block Slashing and Verge Clearing throughout town-site 
 Spraying of verges to reduce weeds 
 Heritage Trail maintenance  
 Signage maintenance – Replace and Repair Directional signs as needed 
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 Road Maintenance and Bitumen Repairs – Potholes, Edge breaks, Shoulder repairs  
 Prepare cemetery plots for ashes 
 Assist in bitumen work on Airport Rd 
 Assist Works and Services Manager in survey work 
 Clear vegetation from sewerage pond 

 
Plant report for the period 11th February 2012 to 9th March 2012 
   
P358 Caterpillar 12 H Grader 
Engine replaced  
Transmission pre failure rebuild 
New hydraulic hoses 
Incidental work to make as new 
 
P426 Mazda Ute 
Replaced windscreen 
 
P357 Maintenance Caravan 
Repaired electric on Kubota genset 
Manufacture storage doors and install 
 
P470 Nissan Prime Mover 
Repaired gear linkage 
Replace PTO 
 
P114 Caterpillar D6N Dozer 
Repair ripper saddle 
 
P408 Hino Tipping Truck 
Windscreen replaced 
Serviced 
Driver door latch replaced 
 
P362 Water Tanker 
Leak welded on tank 
Pump replaced 
Clean tank 
 
P318 Water Tank 
Repaired water pump 
 
P409 30 Ton Excavator 
General service 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Works and Services Manager’s report for February 2012 be received. 

 
CARRIED 6/0
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9.1.2 AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2012 
 

MEEKATHARRA AERODROME 
Monthly Report 
February 2012 

 
Aircraft Movements and Statistics 
 
Aircraft movements for the month of January were well down on February 2011.  There has been a 
trend over recent months that light aircraft landings are not as prominent as the past year.  This 
seems to be due to Sandfire Resources and contractors ramping up to a larger operation and 
contractors utilizing the larger aircraft provided by the parent company in lieu of private charters on 
small planes.  Jet fuel sales are well up but as with the light aircraft landings decreasing, so too is 
Avgas sales. 
  
RFDS aircraft movements numbered 86 with a total of 93 fuellings.  There were a number of 
occasions that an aircraft was fuelled up to the minimum holding on landing only to request 
addition fuel prior to their next departure.  57 fuellings were after hours or weekends.  The attached 
graph shows the breakdown of after-hours fuellings that required a call out. 
 
The figures below reflect the difference between February 2011 and February 2012.  
 
    February 2011 February 2012 Variance 
    
General Aircraft Landed: 172   123   -28%   
RFDS Aircraft Landed: 82   85   +3% 
 
Avgas    24,333  ltrs  13,631 ltrs             -44% 
Jet A-1                                    35,166 ltrs          63,757 ltrs  +81% 
RFDS Jet A-1      32,821 ltrs  +100% 
Total Fuel Sold  59,499 ltrs  96,578 ltrs   +62%  
  
As can be seen very good increases in Jet A-1 sales have resulted.  This was mainly due to Plutonic 
runway being out of action for 2 weeks due to soft wet surface and all their planes diverted to 
Meeka.  RFDS have also ramped up their operations as we only fuelled 61 of their aircraft in 
December and 93 in January.  
 
Aerodrome Works: 
 
Aerodrome works for the month include: 
 

 General maintenance upkeep of facilities and equipment. 
 Chipping  & Poisioning weeds on around terminal and light aircraft parking area 
 Slashing grass from all runway strips and outer vicinity. 
 Poisoning new weed growth. 
 Tidying up weeds etc from around the workshop compound. 
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Aerodrome Works Outstanding: 
 

 Finalisation of the fire service system. 
 
Aerodrome Security: 
 

 No breaches this month. 
 
 New regulations have been passed regarding Airport Security Status and classification.  

Meekatharra has been granted classification 6 which means we do not currently anticipate 
any changes will be required to our operations in response the new classification system. 

 
 ASIC cards.  Until recently, all security controlled airports were required to be ASIC issuing 

bodies which mean that we issue ASIC cards required for the airport. Due to recent 
amendments to the Regulations, issuing bodies are now able to become transitional issuing 
bodies.  This means that we maintain responsibility for ASIC’s that have already been 
issued, but do not issue any new ASIC’s.  Once all remaining ASIC’s have expired, our 
issuing body status is revoked and our ASIC program no longer needs to be maintained.  
Due to the small number of ASIC cards that we issue each year, the Dept of Inferastructure 
and Transport have granted us ASIC transitional issuing body status.  This will mean that we 
will eventually not have to worry about mainting the ASIC program and will have a larger 
issuing body issue ASICS’s.  (In brief, less administrative work for us).   

 
Aerodrome Safety Management: 
 

 No issues recorded this month.  Due to have our Safety Committee meeting later this month. 
 
Annual Electrical Inspection 
 
This inspection took place mid November and I am awaiting the report.  There were no significant 
problems identified. (Still waiting on this report) 
 
Budget items: 
 
Replacement of Aerodrome boundary fence. -  Funding has been applied for through 2 different 
grant applications.  Hopefully we will get at least 1 approved. 
 
Engage Electrical Consultant to carry out audit of the electrical services at the airport.  – This 
project was carried out during December 15th – 17th. .The very comprehensive report has arrived 
and was tabled at the last meeting.   
 
Items of Interest 
 

1. Our resident Electrician has moved on into better things and we now need to engage another 
fully licensed electrical contractor for our airport electrics.  To comply with CASA 
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regulations, the electrician must be a fully licenced electrician and either hold their own 
contractor’s licence or work under a licenced contractor. 

 
2. AirBP have just called to say they have obtained a small trailer mounted fuel facility for 

RFDS night operations to be based here.  It should be on site early March and this will 
enable RFDS pilots to refuel their own aircraft at night and after hours.  (Still waiting on 
this equipment to arrive.  Last heard of was still in Adelaide awaiting on hose changes but 
hopefully should be here within the next 2 to 3 weeks) 
 

3. Aircraft incident. On the 22nd February, an aircraft blew a tyre on landing and was disabled 
in the middle of the runway strip causing us to close the runway.  A copy of the incident 
report is attached. 

 
 
Mal Trenfield 
Airport Manager 
8th March 2012 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr AG Burrows 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the Airport Manager’s report for February 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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Meekatharra Aerodrome 
Incident Report 

 
Day:    Wednesday 
Date:    22nd February 2012 
Type of Incident:  Aircraft blew tyre on landing 

 
1120 hrs. R/O Lyon was at the workshop, and while listening to the CTAF radio, a pilot 
taking off mentioned a disabled aircraft on the Runway strip of 09/27. R/O Lyon immediately 
conveyed to Airside and found the Aircraft. 
 
R/O Lyon attended the scene and investigated to ensure everything was safe.  The left hand 
tyre had blown after the brakes had been applied to slow the aircraft after landing. 
 
The aircraft was standing approx. 5 metres off the sealed runway. 
 
R/O Lyon contacted ATSB and explained the incident. R/O Lyon contacted the NOTAM 
office and advised of closure of Runway 09/27.  R/O Lyon contacted Melbourne Traffic 
Control and also advised of Runway Closure. Airlines such as Shine Aviation and Skippers 
were also notified in case there were any scheduled flights in the coming hours. A displaced 
threshold could not be made due to the position of the obstruction. 
 
R/O Lyon spoke to the pilot and asked that the aircraft be taxied outside the runway marker 
cones to avoid closing the runway.  The pilot indicated that trying to move the plane would 
only cause the aircraft to move in circles.  
 
Damon Roberts from RFDS attended the scene to see if the RFDS had a tow bar that would 
attach to the Aircraft and found that the RFDS tow bar was too big. The Pilot contacted 
engineers and requested permission to use a snatch strap to tow the aircraft. Permission was 
given and instructions for attachment were given. 
 
Under direction of the Pilot the Aircraft was attached to the tractor and R/O Lyon slowly 
towed the Aircraft away from the immediate Runway area. After a few meters the pilot 
requested the towing to stop as he was concerned for the integrity if the brakes and grease 
nipple which were approximately 3mm form hitting the ground.  
 
Approximately 1430hrs an Aircraft from Geraldton landed on Runway 15/33 with an 
engineer and spare wheel on board. The engineer then proceeded to change the blown tyre. 
The aircraft was then started and taxied off of the Runway strip, onto the apron. 
 
Approximately 1500hrs R/O Lyon the contacted ATSB, NOTAM Office, Melbourne Traffic 
Control and relevant Airline companies and advised them all of the re-opening of Runway 
09/27.  
 
The Pilot refuelled the Aircraft and then departed back to Geraldton. 
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Thursday 23rd February R/O Lyon then completed ATSB report online (report number 
E1JRTG3G). 
 
 
 
Cian Lyon 
A.R.O./W.S.O. 
Meekatharra Airport 
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9.1.3 YOUTH CENTRE REPORT – FEBRUARY 2012 
 

February has seen the school term start, and the beginning of our school term program 
including the After School Activity Program. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY PROGRAM 
 
The After School Activity Program offers a range of different activities for young people to 
participate in after school, and is aimed at school attenders. Due to the weather still being 
hot, the programs have operated predominantly at the pool as the Youth Centre is still too 
hot to operate from. Programs for February have included: 
Junior Pool Lifeguard Course – which focuses on swimming, lifesaving techniques, 
community education, fitness, teamwork and leadership skills, and competition. The 
program also provides an opportunity for young people to develop skills that may lead to 
future employment and education. 
Cooking Program – due to the conditions at the Youth Centre, we have trialled the cooking 
program at the pool, with young people assisting in preparing healthy food. This has been 
very successful, with many young people attending. 
Inflatable session – a session was included as part of the After School Program, with the 
inflatable being put out every Wednesday, and again, this had been very successful.  
Bike repair program – again, the Bike Repair Program has been conducted from the pool, 
however this is proving to be difficult, as we transport bikes from the Youth Centre to the 
pool for repairs. It is envisaged that this program will need to move to the Youth Centre in 
the next week to minimise the amount of bikes being moved from one location to another. 
Music Program – this has continued to be a very popular program, with percussion, bass 
guitar and acoustic guitar being offered. 
 
EVENING PROGRAMS 
 
Tuesday nights have seen the re-introduction of trips to Karalundi for their personal 
development program.  
 
Thursday nights have seen the continuation of the bike rides, leaving at 7pm. The number of 
participants continues to grow, and we are averaging 15 riders per ride, with many other kids 
wanting to attend but do not have the bikes to do so. 
Friday night programming has continued and we are averaging 50 kids per night at the pool. 
We will move back to the Youth Centre once the weather starts to cool down. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say that we would not be able to run such successful 
programs without the hard work and dedication from our casual staff and volunteers, and the 
collaboration with Office of Corrections staff. Every Friday night, we have two volunteers, 
both who work full time in very demanding careers, who sacrifice their time to attend 
whatever youth activity is being held. Office of Corrections staff also offer to assist when 
they can on a Friday evening, and we have our three casual staff members who are 
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extremely dedicated and reliable. Without this team, providing a service for so many young 
people that attend on Friday night’s, would be impossible.   
 
The most exciting news of all was that we were able to secure funding from the WA Police 
Crime Prevention and Department of Child Protection, in order to purchase camping, bike 
and music equipment. We have also been funded to run two more Girls Zone Programs, 
which will be held throughout the year. 
 
Belinda Hicks 
Youth Officer 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 
 
That the Youth Centre report for February 2012 be received. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.4 RECREATION REPORT – FEBRUARY 2012 
 

Since starting back in Y&RO position, I have been trying to organise programs for Youth and 
Adults that they want. I have been talking to Youth and asking them what it is they want and 
the answer is always the same,” I don’t know” or “I’ll play whatever is on”. A few youth have 
stated that they are interested in Netball, soccer and Softball but on the chosen day for these 
sports no-one or very few youth have turned up. 
 
I have been in contact with other shires and their YS&RO to try and organise the winter 
program which will start in term two (23rd April). These activities will take place on a Sunday 
either here in Meekatharra or the other towns. Once the program has been set you will be 
informed. I have been working with Belinda and David from the Youth Centre and hopefully 
we will be able to work together and support each other’s activities. 
 
We were invited to Mullewa for an overnight stay to play Basketball and other activities that 
their YS&RO Steven Jacobs organised. At the very last minute not all the kids wanted to go 
so I cancelled the trip. We did invite them to come here on 31th March and hopefully they 
will take us up on the invite.  
 
I have also been organising the Youth Ball which will go back to the original date during the 
April school holidays (14th April).    
 
The adult program has yet to get started properly. Monday night is still Netball and Thursday 
night is Soccer for adults at the Indoor cricket shed. 
 
Thursday 15th March I have advertised a meeting to be held at Sports Complex to try and 
organise the Adult Program. If people are really interested in what is happening in town then 
they will attend this meeting.  
 
Saturday 17th March I am attending a Coaching Workshop in Mt Magnet.  
 
Elaine King 
Youth and Recreation Officer 

 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr HJ Nichols 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
That the Recreation report for February 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.1.5 RANGERS REPORT – FEBRUARY 2012 

 
Details to report 
 
I attended Meekatharra on Wednesday 1, Thursday 2 and Friday 3 February 2012. Patrols 
were conducted of the townsite and surrounding areas and license enquiries made. The 
previous outstanding complaint regarding a dangerous dog was dealt with. The owner signed 
a written destruction notice and the dog was destroyed. 
 
Three unregistered, unidentifiable dogs were trapped in bush land near 'the tank'. The dogs 
were not claimed and were destroyed at a later date. 
 
I also visited Meekatharra on Wednesday 22, Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 2012. On 
this visit patrols were conducted of the townsite and surrounding areas and license enquiries 
made. Registration files were checked for compliance. 
 
Trapping was conducted around the townsite and surrounding areas. Two feral cats were 
trapped and destroyed. Three dogs were handed in by owners for destruction. Four dogs were 
impounded and will be destroyed after 72 hours if not claimed. 
 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved:  Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
That the Ranger’s report for February 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
  

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SATURDAY MARCH 17, 2012 
Page 18 

 
9.1.6 STATUS REPORTS 

 
Council Decisions – Status Report 
Note: This report lists only those Council decisions which require a specific, non repetitive action. 

 
Meeting 

Date 
Item No  

Title and Resolution Summary 
 

Resp 
 

Action 
 

Status 
      
15/07/06 9.3.6 Meekatharra Heritage and Canyon Trails Project 

Not proceeding with Canyon Trail until approvals are 
presented to Council 
Advise Agencies that provided grants about halt and ask if 
funds can be transferred to other sections of project. 
Take steps to secure tenure over historic sites connected 
to Meeka Heritage Trails Project 
Determine status of all reserves, vesting orders and roads 
within the shire. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
 
 

 
 
Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.1 Laneway Closure, Land Adjacent to Lots 425,426, 427 & 

428 Railway Street 
 
Advise the Minister for Lands that proposal was advertised, 
that no submissions were received by closing dates, Water 
Corp had no objections.  That Shire of Meekatharra 
request Minister for Land Admin permanently close the 
laneway and portions adjoining be amalgamated with lots, 
that Shire has no objections to lots being converted to 
Freehold Title. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS 

 
Letter written to Minister for Lands 
 
 
Process to be completed by DOLI 

 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 

      
15/07/06 9.5.2 Permanent Closure of Streets within the Nannine Townsite 

That Council advise Dept Land Asset Management that 
Council doesn’t wish to close Nannine Townsite 
That Council establish ownership of Recreation Reserve 
3917, Explosive Reserve 4748. Water Reserve 12460, 
Water Pipe Tracks and Id Hillside Homestead site near 
Nannine Townsite. 
 

CEO/ 
CONS/ CDAO 

 
 
Letter sent to Dept 

 
 
Complete 
 
 
In progress 
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19/08/06 9.5.2 Sale Meekatharra Lot 922 – St Barbara Mines 

Request Health, Building and Planning Committee to 
inspect property and report to Council potential uses of 
property etc.  Advise Dept Planning & Infrastructure that 
Council has no objections to sale of Lot 922, however 
Council has interest in old building situated at in North 
West corner of lot.  Request CEO to advise St Barbara 
Mines that Council may be interested in obtaining tenure of 
Old Station Masters house on Lot 922. 
 

CEO  
Letter sent to Dept 7/9/06 
Committee to inspect house obtain 
costs etc.  Settlement imminent (St 
Barbs to Health Dept)  CEO has 
advised Health Dept that Council 
may have an interest in old Station 
Masters house. 

 
Complete 
In progress 

    
15/12/06 9.5.3 Lease of Reserves 40845 & 40847 

Staff re-write the terms and conditions of the lease to 
ensure that Council and community groups who store 
items on the reserves can continue to do so with 
unrestricted access and also to ensure that Council 
secures the necessary access for the Heritage Trails 
interpretive sites.  Further, that the revised lease be 
presented to Council for approval. 
 

CEO   

      
17/2/07 9.4.3 Grant Applications for Drive Trail 

As the Canyon Trail will no longer be completed it was 
recommended that requested be made for the funds to be 
transferred to stage 2 of the Drive Trail Letter have been 
written to the appropriate funding bodies, but as yet no 
reply has been received. Council decided to seek the 
additional funding required to complete the Drive Trail. 

CDAO Letters written to funding bodies 
- Regional Development 

Scheme: agreed to transfer 
funds on the condition that 
other funding is secured and 
any changes to budget are 
also submitted.   

- Regional Infrastructure 
Funding Program: 
confirmation not yet received 
as several queries are 
unable to be answered at 
this stage.  

 
50% Funds 
Received 
16/09/08 
 
 
 
Will release 
funds once 
approvals 
have been 
received for 
PARs 

      
21/06/08 9.3.6 Plastic shopping bag reduction program. Replace plastic 

with calico and charge for the calico bags. 
CEO Purchase 10,000 calico bags  

Consult Retailers 
Commence project 
 

23/06/08 
In Process 
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19/07/08 

 
9.4.1 

 
Entry Statements. Contact the water corp about re-
painting the tanks 

 
CDAO 

 
Water Corp have verbally approved 
repainting tank using same colour 
scheme.  Price & availability being 
sought from contractor. 
Painting a welcome sign on the 
south tank. 
 

 
Complete 

 
21/11/09 

 
9.3.4 
 
 

 
Cornish Lift 

 
PO 

 
Quote approved 23/11/09. Letter of 
advise and order sent 23/11/09 
Contractor to build 
 

 
 
Complete 
In progress 

 
18/12/09 

 
9.3.1 

 
Relocation Main Street Park Displays 

 
CEO 

 
Copy to Rigby & Cameron 22/12/09 
Works to be undertaken 

 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.3.3 

 
Lease K076047 – Meekatharra Lots 589, 590, 591, 598, 
599 & 600 – Paddy’s Flat 

 
CEO 

 
Email sent 26.05.11 – Renew Lease 
Check Status,  
Request freehold 
Await response from Landgate 
 

 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.3.5 

 
Management/Structure Review 

 
CEO 

 
Liaise/advise staff  
Amend/create PD’s & Infopacks 

 
Complete 
In progress 

 
20.05.11 

 
9.4.1 

 
Meekatharra Trails Project – Financial Reimbursement Mid 
West Development Commission 

 
CDAO 

 
Advise MWDC & return funds 
Invoice to be sent & funds returned 
Awaiting MWDC Invoice 
 

 
Complete 
In progress 
In progress 

 
18.06.11 

 
9.3.3 

 
Council Policy – Camping allowance amendment 

 
CEO 

 
Email WSM, OO, Payroll 20/6/11 
Letter to crew 24/6/11 
Policy amended 24/6/11 
Distribute amendment 
 

 
Complete 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 
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18.06.11 

 
10.5 
 

 
Purchase of Secondhand Landcruiser Ute for Maintenance 
Grading 

 
CEO 

 
CDSM emailed – budget amendment 
WSM advised 20/6/11 
Find and Purchase suitable ute 
 

 
Complete 
Complete 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.3.1 Annual Leave and Local Government Public Holiday Policy DCEO Changes made to Payroll Leave 
Records 
Letter sent to outside crew informing 
of change 
Policy distributed to Policy Manual 
Holders 

Complete 
 
Complete 
 
In progress 

16.07.11 9.6.1 Council Policy – Bituminous Seals CEO/WSM Reword Policy and submit to Council In Progress 

16.07.11 9.6.2  Council Policy – Crossovers CEO/WSM Update & Distribute Policy In progress 

16.07.11 10.5 New Policy – Councillor Uniforms CEO Print and distribute Policy 
Order uniforms – Svenja 

In progress 
Complete 
 

20.08.11 9.6.1 Tenders – Bitumens and Aggregates 2011/2012 WSM Specification details being finalised 
Tenders or quotes to be called  

Complete 
Complete 

17.09.11 10.2 School Oval Facility – Agreement CEO New report to October Council 
meeting required 

In progress 

17.09.11 10.4 Renovations to Lot 208 Hill Street DCEO Tender to be written and tenders 
invited. 

In progress 

15.10.11 9.3.2 Installation of CCTV in Main Street Meekatharra CEO Engage Consultant – rang 20/10/11 
Awaiting on consultant to visit 
Advise local police OIC – email 
20/10/11 

In progress 
 
Complete 
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15.10.11 9.3.3 Royalties for Regions – Country Local Government Fund 
(CLGF) 2011-12 Regional Funds 

CEO Advise Murchison and Upper 
Gascoyne Shires – email 20/10/11 
+ MWDC Start business case – 
Landor Road 

Complete 
 
Complete 

15.10.11 9.3.4 Lloyd’s Shops Main Street Meekatharra CEO 1. Council inspection 
2. Community Consultation 

Complete 
Not started 

15.10.11 10.3 Plant Purchase – Semi Trailer Flat Top WSM Purchase semi trailer flat top for 
ablution van water tank etc 

In progress 

19.11.11 10.1 Amendments to the schedule of fees and charges DCEO Staff to provide some options  
 

In progress 
 

16.12.11  Council Inspection of old Lloyds shops DCEO Secure building and consulted with 
OPS regarding removal of unwanted 
items and clean-up of interior 

Complete 

16.12.11 9.3.2 Goldfields Highway / National Transport Route / Carnarvon 
Link 

CEO Letters sent to Ministers Grylls and 
Buswell 

Complete 

21.01.12 9.2.4 2010/2011 Annual Report DCEO Sent via email to Department 
23.01.12 Ad for Annual Electors 
Meeting and Annual Report available 
placed on notice board 

Complete 

21.01.12 9.3.1 Integrated Strategic Planning CEO Draft Community Plan approved 
Consultants advised – to create 
Strategic Community Plan  

Complete 

21.01.12 9.3.2 Goldfields Highway / National Transport Route / Carnarvon 
Link 

CEO Advised Wiluna CEO of Council 
decision. Email sent 24.01.12 

In progress 
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21.01.12 9.3.3 Meekatharra Community Resource Centre – Building 
Extension Proposal 

CEO CRC advised of Council decision. 
Councillors and CRC reps to meet to 
discuss further steps. 

In progress 

21.01.12 9.4.1 Retention of Department of Child Protection funds for the 
Meekatharra Youth Service 

DCEO/CDAO Youth services submission 
forwarded to DCP. Awaiting 
response/outcome 

Complete 

21.01.12 10.1 Disposal of Land DCEO Finalise basic terms of lease 
Doray advised 

Complete 

18.02.12 9.2.4 Write off of Debtors Amounts Finance Amounts written off as per resolution 
21.02.12 

Complete 

18.02.12 9.3.1 Meekatharra Airport – AC Power Audit DCEO Amount noted in Draft Budget Complete 

18.02.12 9.3.2 Meekatharra Airport Advertising CEO/DCEO Letters/emails sent out to businesses 
21.02.12 awaiting response 
Amount noted in Draft Budget 

In progress 
 
Complete 

18.02.12 9.4.1 Donation – Meekatharra Family and Domestic Violence 
Services 

CDAO Letter sent 22.02.12 to DV 
Waiting on invoice 

In progress 

18.02.12 9.4.2 Donation – World’s Greatest Shave CDAO Donation made 08.03.12 to Kerry 
Salmon 

Complete 

18.02.12 9.4.3 Location and Financing of Fitness Equipment CDAO/DCEO Amount noted in Budget Review In progress 
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18.02.12 9.5.1 Meekatharra Cemetery – Cremated Ashes Plot CEO Notice placed on Foyer Notice Board 
and in Midwest Times as per LG Act 
1995 Section 6.19 

In progress 

18.02.12 9.6.1 Landor Road – Seal Enrichment CEO Works Group Agenda In progress 

18.02.12 9.6.2 Tenders – Cut Off Walls/Floodways on Landor Road & Mt 
Clere Road 

CEO Works Group Agenda In progress 

18.02.12 9.6.3 Meekatharra Ashburton Road – Flood Damage CEO Letter posted to NGE 22.02.12 Complete 

  
  

Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That the Status reports be received. 

 
 CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2  FINANCE 

9.2.1   MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED FEBRUARY 29, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Monthly Financial Report 
 
Background: 
Financial Activity Statement Report – s.6.4 
 
(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on the 

sources and applications of funds, as out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that 
month in the following detail – 
(a) Annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional     

purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or(c); 
(b) Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 
(c) Actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the 

statement relates; 
(d) Material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); 
and 
(e) The net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 
 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing-  
(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the statement 

relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 
(b) An explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation (1)(d); and 
(c) Such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local government. 
 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown –  
(a) According to nature and type classification, 
(b) By program; or 
(c) By business unit. 
 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub-regulation 
(2), are to be –  

Title/Subject: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT PERIOD ENDED 
FEBRUARY 29, 2012 

Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.1 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 12 March 2012 
Author: Krys East  
 Corporate & Development Services Officer   

       
         Signature of Author 
Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer        
  

 Signature Senior Officer 
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(a) presented to the council –  
 (i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to which 

the statement relates; or 
 (ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred to in 

subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that meeting; 
  And 
 (b) Recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in 
accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting material 
variances. 
 

(6) In this regulation –  
} committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a specific 
purpose; 
} restricted assets~ have the same meaning as in AAS 27. 
[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 
[35. Repealed in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1050.] 
 

Comment: 
A monthly financial report is to be presented to Council at the next ordinary meeting following the 
end of the reporting period. 
 
Consultation: 
Ron Back – Local Government Consultant 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.4 Financial Report 
Financial Management Regulations 34 & 35 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

  
That the financial report for the period ending February 29, 2012 be received. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWER REQUIRING NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNCIL 

 
There were no actions that require reporting to Council in February 2012. 
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9.2.2  OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Attached is a copy of the detailed outstanding Sundry Debtors. 
 
Background: 
At the end of every month an aged detailed trial balance is performed. 
The following applies to all outstanding debtors –  
>90 day – All outstanding debtors with 90 days or more are sent a 7 day debt collection letter. 
>60 day – All outstanding debtors with 60 days or more are sent a reminder letter. 
>30 day – All outstanding debtors with 30 days or more account are sent a statement with a reminder 
sticker attached. 
 
Comment: 
Although the outstanding > 90 day accounts are sent letters stating that they will be forwarded onto 
the debt collection agency, Council needs to be aware of the cost to do so. Therefore from time to 
time, in relation to minimal amounts i.e. landing fees it is required that Council write off the debt 
incurred.  
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Loss of revenue 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 

Title/Subject: OUTSTANDING DEBTORS 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.2 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 12 March 2012 

Author: Sam Needle  
 Debtors & Creditors   

    Signature of Author 
 

Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer       

   Signature Senior Officer 
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

Moved:  Cr JE Burgemeister 
Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 
 
That Council receives the outstanding monthly Debtor Trial Balance for February 29, 2012. 

 
 

CARRIED 6/0
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9.2.3   LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Accounts are to be presented to council for payments. 
 
Background: 
List of accounts 
 
(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments 

from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared 
each month showing each account paid since the last such list was prepared – 

 
 (a) the payee’s name; 
 (b) the amount of the payment; 
 (c) the date of the payment; and 
 (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 
 
(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing – 
 (a) each account which requires council authorization in that month – 

  (i) the payee’s name 
  (ii) the amount of the payment; and  
  (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

 (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 
 
(3)  A list prepared under sub-regulation (1) or (2) is to be – 
 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of council after the list is 
prepared; and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 
Comment: 
Each month the accounts are presented to council for payment; 
 
Municipal Voucher No’s Amount: $  681,684.44 

    Trust Account  Voucher No’s Amount: $         0.00 
Air BP Voucher No’s  Amount: $   0.00 

 
 

Title/Subject: LIST OF ACCOUNTS ENDED FEBRUARY 2012 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.3 
Applicant: Nil 
File Ref: ADM 171 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 12 March 2012 

Author: Sam Needle  
 Debtors & Creditors   

    Signature of Author 
Senior Officer: Roy McClymont  

Chief Executive Officer       
 

    Signature Senior Officer 
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Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 S.6.10.13 List of Accounts. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Accounts to be paid 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 Moved:  Cr NL Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 

 
That Council receives the attached list of creditor accounts paid under delegated power. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.2.4 2011/12 BUDGET REVIEW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
This report presents to Council the 20110/2012 Budget Review and a list of recommended budget 
amendments identified during the review process 
 
Attachments: 
2011/12 Budget Review 
 
Background: 
The requirements to perform at least one review during the period 1st January to 31 March on the 
budget of any given year came into effect 31st March 2005. 
 
Comment: 
The budget review is attached to this item.   
 
A few items of note are:  
 An allocation of $3,000 to GL 4192 Lloyd’s Building Maintenance to cover maintenance 

expenditure due to vandalism, which to date have been mostly broken windows. 
 
  An additional $6,000 be allocated to Job No. 0921 Housing Capital Improvements for Lot 

303.  An amount of $6000 was allocated in the 2011/2012 budget for flooring.  Staff have 
received quotes for flooring to the ‘CEO’s residence’.  A quote for vinyl planks, which are 
more durable and would last longer than standard vinyl, was received for $12,000.  A key 
benefit of using vinyl planking would mean any damaged planks can easily be removed 
and replaced ensuring savings in the long term.  Alternatively good quality vinyl would 
cost approximately $8,500.  Either option requires an increase in budget allocation. 

 
 $41,000 be allocated to GL 5032 for insurance works undertaken by Council on Airport 

Runway Shoulders.  In December 2010 heavy rains washed away the shoulders on 
Meekatharra Runway making the shoulders below acceptable standard by CASA.  Staff 
proceeded with placing an insurance claim.  Initially the work required on the runway 
shoulders was going to be undertaken by an outside party but with the recruitment of a new 

Title/Subject:   2011/12 BUDGET REVIEW  
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.2.4 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   ADM 0241 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  129th March 2011 
Author:  Krys East 
  Corporate and Development 
  Services Manager             

    
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont  
Chief Executive Officer  

 
                          
     Signature Senior Officer 
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Works and Services Manager it was decided that Council would be able to undertake this 
work with substantial savings to Councils insurance claim.  The works have now been 
completed and the claim payment is being processed.   

 
 $50,000 increased costs for an electronic key system.  In the 2011-12 Adopted budget an 

amount of $28,000 was adopted for a new key system for Council.  Since then Staff have 
researched various key systems, with preference for an electronic key system.  The first is 
a manual masterkey system, which would cost within budget.  This system would be a 
major improvement on what currently exists, however if a key is lost then all locks relevant 
to that key would need replacing to ensure no unauthorised access.  In the long term this 
could be very costly and inefficient.  
 
An alternative key system is an electronic key system.  This will allow all keys to be 
programmed and usage traced.  An electronic key system will eliminate time wastage with 
searching for keys and any lost keys can be programmed to prevent unauthorised access.  
Key holders would only be required to have one key with access programmed to 
designated various locks.  In the event that a key is lost that one key would be cancelled 
and there would be no requirement for lock changes or effect on other key holders.   An 
extra benefit is that all locks and padlocks can be used with this system (not available with 
the masterkey system).  It will mean that the when the system is in place that an employee 
such as the Works and Services Manager can have one key to open the depot and all 
buildings and locks on site, plus for his own residence and any other required access.  If he 
was to lose the key then the key is deactivated and no unauthorised use can occur. 
 

 $150,000 be allocated for Wiluna North Road Realignment, Great Northern Highway 
intersection drainage and resheeting. 

 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont – Chief Executive Officer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Reg 33A 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Budget amendments form part of the Officer Recommendation. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 
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Officers Recommendation: 
 
 That Council  

 accepts the 20110/121 Budget Review and make any additions, deletions or 
modifications as it sees fit. 

 authorizes the following budget amendments: 
o $3,000 be allocated to GL 4192 Lloyd’s Building Maintenance. 
o Increase Job No. 0921 Housing Capital Improvements for Lot 303 by an 

additional $6,000 for flooring.   
o $41,000 be allocated to GL 5032 for insurance works undertaken by Council 

on Airport Runway Shoulders. 
o Increase original budget figure of GL 1323 from $28,000 to $78,000 for 

increased costs of an electronic key system.   
o $150,000 be allocated for Wiluna North Road Realignment, Great Northern 

Highway intersection drainage and resheeting. 
 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
Seconded: Cr RK Howden 
 
That Council  
 accepts the 20110/121 Budget Review and make any additions, deletions or 

modifications as it sees fit. 
 authorizes the following budget amendments: 

o $3,000 be allocated to GL 4192 Lloyd’s Building Maintenance. 
o Increase Job No. 0921 Housing Capital Improvements for Lot 303 by an 

additional $6,000 for flooring.   
o $41,000 be allocated to GL 5032 for insurance works undertaken by Council 

on Airport Runway Shoulders. 
o Increase original budget figure of GL 1323 from $28,000 to $78,000 for 

increased costs of an electronic key system.   
o $150,000 be allocated for Wiluna North Road Realignment, Great Northern 

Highway intersection drainage and resheeting. 
o Allocate $10,000 for research costs on Solar Power. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 

BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
 

 
Reason for Council decision differing from Officer’s Recommendation: 
Having been briefed on the potential benefits of Solar power installations immediately prior 
to the meeting, Council considered that a budget allocation to conduct further research was 
warranted. 
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9.3 ADMINISTRATION 

9.3.1 MEEKATHARRA AIRPORT ADVERTISING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council at its February meeting requested the item Meekatharra Airport Advertising lay on the 
table until its March, 2012 ordinary meeting pending results of a survey to local businesses, 
gauging their level of support for such a facility.  
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
In response to a request received from Mid West Hire to place an advertising sign at the airport, 
Council requested staff to prepare Council Policy for Council’s consideration. Council agreed to 
give Mid West Hire temporary approval to place a small sign in the airport terminal building until 
it established policy. 
 
Comment: 
The Meekatharra Airport facility currently has numerous mandatory statutory signs in and around 
the tarmac and terminal building, required by the Civil Aviation Authority. Business advertising 
signs supported by buildings, fences or upright pole structures at the airport is not considered 
aesthetically desirable. 
 
Consideration was given towards providing the toilet block wall adjacent to the terminal building 
for business sign advertising, however discussions with the Airport Manager reveal that this wall 
is asbestos painted over and fixing signs to this would invoke OH&S provisions. Replacing the 
wall is not considered viable.  
 
The previous recommendation to Council at its February meeting promoting a TV monitor and 
media player facility at the airport terminal to promote local business, town facilities and local 
tourism is again recommended for Council’s consideration.  
 
Results of the survey of local businesses are as follows: 

Title/Subject: MEEKATHARRA AIRPORT ADVERTISING 
Agenda/Minute Number:  9.3.1 
Applicant:   Nil    
File Ref:   ADM 123 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report:  28 February 2012 
Author:   John Read 
    Acting Chief Executive Officer                             

     

 
 Signature of Author 

Senior Officer:  Roy McClymont 
    Chief Executive Officer        
                                                              

   
  
 Signature Senior Officer  
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Of 27 local businesses that were contacted responses from three (3) businesses were received. The 
Meekatharra Community Resource Centre, C & B Williams and Meeka FM showed interest in the 
proposed advertising facility. Other businesses either didn’t reply or showed no interest. 
 
Consultation: 
Chief Executive Officer, Roy McClymont 
Airport Manager, Mal Trenfield 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
Council’s consideration towards adopting Policy relating to Meekatharra Airport Advertising is 
detailed in the recommendation contained in this report. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Consideration be given towards provision being made in the 2012/13 budget for $6,000 for the 
purchase and installation of the TV monitor and media player system, as per Council’s February, 
2012 meeting decision. 
 
Voting requirements: 
Absolute Majority as Fees and Charges are being adopted. 
 
Officers Recommendation: 

 
 That Council  

 
(i) formally adopts the following as Policy for inclusion in its Policy Manual: 

 
MEEKATHARRA AIRPORT ADVERTISING 

 
A. A person or organisation shall not erect, affix or maintain any business 

advertising sign within the Meekatharra Airport area other than those existing signs, 
unless where special circumstances apply, the Council decides otherwise. 

B. A TV monitor and media player facility wall mounted within the airport terminal 
building, shall be used to advertise business organisations as well as promote 
Meekatharra’s recreational facilities, tourism areas and other services and 
information of interest to the visiting public. 

C. Media advertising shall consist of slides displayed at 10 second intervals and 
videos of business services up to a maximum of 30 seconds duration. Video promoting 
tourism etc. such as the video displayed on the Shire of Meekatharra’s website, may 
be played for longer duration. Advertising organisations are responsible for 
producing their own slides / videos in a suitable format. 

D. The following annual fees apply to businesses advertising on the Meekatharra 
Airport terminal’s TV / Media Player and shall be added to Council’s Schedule of 
Fees and Charges:   
Slides   $200.00,  Videos $350.00 
Not for profit organisations and similar organisations, as determined by the Council’s 
CEO, are exempted from paying the annual fee. 
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E. The slides and videos are to be displayed in a continuous loop mode, with one 
complete loop of all slides & videos being restricted to a maximum of 10 minutes 
duration.   

F. The TV advertising facility shall be in operation one hour prior to a scheduled 
passenger flight arrival and half an hour after a flight’s departure with additional 
operation as determined by the Airport Manager. 
 

(ii) Based on the survey response from local businesses, agrees to provide for the purchase 
and installation of a wall mounted 60” LED TV and Media Player, Software (media 
player) in the Meekatharra Airport terminal in next year’s 2012/13 budget.  

 
Council Resolution: 
 
Moved: Cr RK Howden 
Seconded: Cr JE Burgemeister 
 
This item to lay on the table due to lack of community response/interest. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.3.2 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council is required to annually complete a Compliance Audit Return and submit it to the Local 
Government Department.  The return focuses primarily on the Local Government Act but also 
addresses parts of the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Act 1995, the Cemeteries Act 1986 
and the Local Government Grants Act 1978.  
 
Attachments: 
Meekatharra’s Compliance Audit Return 2011 
 
Background: 
This year the return has been simplified down to 78 questions.   Previous returns averaged about 
300 questions.  The last five returns have been completed by independent consultants.  This was a 
prudent practice because it gave Council an independent opinion of their compliance.  However, 
with less than 80 questions to research and answer, staff consider that the engagement of a 
consultant is not practical.  One consultant has advised that he has undertaken two Compliance 
Audit Returns this year with each taking just 5 hours to complete.  Clearly the cost of airfares and 
travel is not warranted for potentially up to 5 hours work for a consultant. 
 
Staff (CEO and DCEO) have therefore jointly compiled the return with each checking the other 
persons area of responsibility in an effort to maintain a reasonable level of independence. 
 
Comment: 
In terms of compliance requirements, this audit covers a very small sample of the legislation that 
imposes tasks/responsibilities on Local Government.  The last count from a reliable source 
suggested that there are over 114 separate pieces of legislation that involve Local Government.   
 
Our compliance is assessed at 93.6%.  This is the slightly down on last year (97.5%).  Four of the 
five questions that were negative relate to the audit and the audit agreement.     
 
The other question related to the annual review of all delegations which was not done in the 
2010/11 financial year.  The last full review of delegations was done in November 2009.  Staff 
will ensure that delegations are reviewed prior to the end of this financial year.      
 
Staff will also, as far as possible, address the other non-compliance issues in the Return.  
 
Consultation: 
Consultant Murray Brown 

Title/Subject:   COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2011 
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Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council adopt the attached Compliance Audit Return 2011 and submit it to the 
Director General, Department of Local Government.  
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.4 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

9.4.1 BUILDING MAINTENANCE - MEEKATHARRA YOUTH CENTRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Council has budgeted $29,500 in the 2011/12 financial year for Building Maintenance – Capital. 
With all budgeted works nearing completion the Community Development Team would like 
authorisation to spend the surplus of $9,722 on improvements at the Youth Centre. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
Council has budgeted for a number of capital works at the Meekatharra Youth Centre in the 
2011/12 financial year. These works include: 
 

 Lower and enlarge paved outdoor patio area 
 Wheelchair access 
 Replace office carpets 
 Improve drainage 
 Air conditioner for the program room 

 
These works have all been completed or are nearing completion and there is currently a surplus of 
$9,722 remaining. 
 
Youth Officers David and Belinda Hicks and Community Development /Administration Officer 
Kelly Fuhrmann met with Council’s Environmental Health and Building Surveyor Bill Atyeo on 
Wednesday 7th March 2012 to discuss alterations and improvements to the Meekatharra Youth 
Centre. A number of projects were identified as important to increasing the usability of the Centre. 
The Community Development/Administration Officer will provide a proposal to Council for funds 
to support these additions and alterations during the 2012/13 budget deliberations. 
 
Two projects were identified as current priorities by Youth Officers Belinda and David Hicks for 
which the use of the surplus funds are requested. These projects are: 

Title/Subject: BUILDING MAINTENANCE - MEEKATHARRA 
YOUTH CENTRE 
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1. An emergency exit door on the eastern side of the building (required by law) which will 
also incorporate a new corridor as part of the works that will transform an existing, unused 
program room in to a storeroom. 

2. An external double door on the southern side of the building and associated alarm pad 
allowing easy access in to the building to collect bikes and camping equipment for the bike 
program and when preparing for camps. 

 
Comment: 
Quotes have not yet been obtained for these works. It is anticipated that they should not exceed the 
$9,722 surplus funds remaining for capital works in the 2011/12 budget. Quotes will be obtained 
after authorisation from Council and works will only be undertaken within the amount of 
remaining surplus funds. 
 
Due to the way the Youth Service operates, an existing and lockable internal door currently 
separates the building in two parts. Bill Atyeo has advised that by law another emergency exit 
door is required in the northern part of the in order to control large numbers of youth. As part of 
the installation of this door it is proposed to create a corridor to exit the building. This corridor 
will enable an existing, currently unused program room to become a storeroom for art and craft 
items and sporting equipment. 
 
The Youth Service needs an area in which to appropriately store a large number of bikes and 
camping equipment. A large and easily accessible area is required on a regular basis due to the 
popularity and frequency of the bike repair workshops. An external double door on the southern 
side of the building will allow access to a large room which is currently used to store art and craft 
products. This room will become a secure storage area for the bikes and camping equipment. 
Camping equipment will be easily able to be shifted from this area to the new camping trailer 
which was budgeted for in the 2011/12 budget and is currently being built.  
 
A second alarm pad will be required to be installed in this room so that staff can access this room 
without having to enter the rest of the building to turn off the Centre’s alarm. 
 
Consultation: 
Bill Atyeo 
Krys East 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Absolute Majority  
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Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
 Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council; 
 
Approves the expenditure of the remaining $9,722 allocated to Building Maintenance for the 
Youth Centre to be allocated to the following projects: 
 

1. An emergency exit Door plus required corridor to create a storage room 
 
2. An external double door on the southern side of the building including associated 

alarm pad 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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9.4.2 PICTURE GARDENS MAINTENANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Community Development/Administration Officer seeks authorisation to apply for grants to 
revitalise the Meekatharra Picture Gardens along with a consideration for a 2012/13 budget 
commitment from Council to ensure this asset is able to be enjoyed by the community. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
A formal arrangement between the Shire of Meekatharra and Mr A Darcy Evans regarding the use 
of the Meekatharra Picture Gardens was entered in to on 15th April 1998. Clause F of this 
agreement states that if the premises were not maintained as set out within the agreement, or if 
movies cease to be shown, then the Shire of Meekatharra would resume control of the premises 
and the arrangement will be at an end. 
 
A meeting was held on 17th January 2012 with Corporate and Development Services Manager 
Krys East, Community Development/Administration Officer Kelly Fuhrmann and Mr A Darcy 
Evans. This meeting was held on site at the Meekatharra Picture Gardens. During this meeting 
Darcy Evans provided an overview of the works required to bring the Meekatharra Picture 
Gardens up to the standard required for operation. Darcy stated during this meeting that he would 
appreciate the Shire taking over the operations of the Picture Gardens and that he would be happy 
to work with the Community Development/Administration Officer to see this happen. He also 
stated that he would be happy to support the Shire in a voluntary capacity to see movies being 
shown on a semi-regular basis. 
 
After this on-site meeting Darcy provided a list of works that he believed would be required in 
order to re-open the Picture Gardens. This list included: 
 

 Repairs to the toilets including un-blocking of drains 
 Fitting mesh over the damaged ticket box 
 Replacing the fence which has fallen down under the screen 
 Replacing a broken water pipe 
 Repairing the projection box 

Title/Subject:   PICTURE GARDENS MAINTENANCE 
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 Replacing canvas seats 
 Re-painting the screen 
 Removing of weeds and debris 

 
As the damaged ticket box provided a possible entry point for unauthorised entry to the premises 
this work was authorised by Krys East and undertaken to ensure the security of the premises. 
 
On Tuesday 7th February 2012 Brian Williams from Meekatharra Maintenance and Glazing, Kelly 
Fuhrmann, and Environmental Health and Building Surveyor, Bill Atyeo met on-site at the Picture 
Gardens. Bill’s expertise was sought as to any building requirements that would need to be met 
when preparing a scope of works for upgrading the facility. As a result of this meeting a scope of 
works was sought from appropriate contractors with approximate costings for the works. The 
following items were included in the scope of works: 
 

 Reclad main building – projector box – Approx. 6.5m x 3.4 m 
 Tidy – repair doorways and paint 
 Kiosk – renew counter and top, tidy inside and paint 
 Toilet block – line internal walls – paint, replace windows x 3 
 Concrete bitumen areas – approx. 150m2  
 Repair and repaint screen (note, special paint required) 
 Repaint fences. 
 Renew fences under screen with one gate 
 Tidy and paint storage shed next to screen 
 Install 2 x fire exits 
 Electrical works 
 Plumbing – upgrade toilets – basins – fire hose reel 
 Speaker wiring 

 
Estimated costs for the above works are approximately $50,000 for building (Meekatharra 
Maintenance and Glazing), approximately $5,000 for electrical work (Elite Electrical), and 
approximately $9,000 for plumbing upgrade (Mark Smith Pty Ltd). Other costs to be considered 
are replacing the canvas seats, speaker wiring plus any other incidental costs, approximately 
$12,000. The total approximate costs for upgrading this community facility for usage would be 
approximately $84,000. 
 
Comment: 
There is a possibility of accessing a portion of the funds required to undertake the above works 
from the Mid-West Development Commission. The Shire of Meekatharra returned just over 
$31,000 from the Canyon Trail Project in 2007. There has not been an official commitment of 
funds from the Mid-West Development Commission, however Murchison Project Manager, 
Brendin Flanigan has asked to be kept abreast of the Project. He has indicated that should the 
Shire show some form of financial commitment towards the Project that there may be 
opportunities to access a partial amount of the funds previously returned by the Shire. 
 
The Meekatharra Picture Gardens is a community asset that is currently not utilised. Its use could 
provide fundraising opportunities for both the Festival Committee and the Meekatharra Youth 
Service. With the support of Darcy Evans to ‘learn the ropes’ the Shire would be able to provide 
entertainment options for a wide cross-section of the Community which is currently lacking within 
Meekatharra. 
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The facility is unique and a part of the history of Meekatharra and would provide an important 
means of engaging tourists both in the form of entertainment and viewing the old move projection 
equipment.  
 
Consultation: 
Krys East 
Bill Atyeo 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
For consideration in the 2012/13 budget 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Simple Majority  
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 

 
That Council; 
 
1. Authorises the Community Development/Administration Officer to begin researching 

grant opportunities for the upgrade of the Meekatharra Picture Gardens. 
2. Considers budgeting $42,000 income and $84,000 expenditure during its 2012/13 budget 

deliberations for the purpose of preserving and upgrading the Meekatharra Picture 
Gardens for community use. 

3. Considers budgeting an extra $10,000 annually to cover running costs associated with 
ongoing use of the Meekatharra Picture Gardens such as water, electricity and purchase 
of films and associated licenses. 

 
CARRIED 6/0 
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9.4.3 REQUEST FOR OVERNIGHT USE OF THE SPORTS  COMPLEX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Shire of Meekatharra’s full time Youth and Recreation Officer, Elaine King and Youth 
Officer Steven Jacobs from the Shire of Mullewa have requested overnight use of the Sports 
Complex for 4 visiting basketball teams partaking in a carnival (date to be confirmed) over the 
coming months. Further to this Elaine King has also requested overnight use of the complex for 
youth from outside of Meekatharra on Saturday 14th April 2012 who are taking part in the 
Meekatharra Youth Ball. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
Two youth basketball teams from Meekatharra will be travelling to Mullewa over the coming 
months to take part in a basketball carnival. The teams will be supervised and coached by Elaine 
King and Shannon Mongoo. During their overnight stay, the Shire of Mullewa has confirmed they 
will be accommodating the two teams in a fully furnished Shire house and providing entertainment 
options along with all main meals for the duration of their stay. The Shire of Meekatharra will 
only need to purchase snacks/lunch for the youth on their bus trips and breakfast on the morning 
of their departure from Mullewa. 
 
In a return event the Shire of Mullewa will be bringing four basketball teams to Meekatharra to 
participate in a mini-carnival (date to be confirmed). The Shire of Mullewa has been generous in 
their offer of hospitality towards the youth from our town. To this end, Elaine King and Stephen 
Jacobs have approached the Meekatharra Shire Council to use the Sports Complex as a venue for 
their basketball teams to stay overnight. The group is happy to use swags and camp inside the 
building and will be travelling with four supervisors and approximately 32 youth. 
 
The Meekatharra Youth Ball will be held on Saturday 14th April 2012. Youth from Mt Magnet, 
Cue, Wiluna and Mullewa have been invited to attend this event which runs from 7pm – 11pm at 
the Shire Hall. Given the finish time of the event it would not be feasible for these groups to travel 
back to their home town. It is for this reason that Elaine King has requested overnight use of the 
sports complex to accommodate these groups. 
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Comment: 
Council does not waive its fees and charges for hire of facilities. In this instance as camping is not 
generally permitted at the complex there are no fees and charges associated with overnight use of 
the facility. Given the circumstances, Council may consider allowing the Shire of Mullewa free 
overnight use of the Sports Complex as this is a Shire of Meekatharra (Council) run event. The 
proposed carnival is seen as important in invigorating the young people’s interest in sport and 
recreation activities which has dwindled over the past twelve months. The Shire of Mullewa have 
been generous in their offer to house visiting Meekatharra sports teams free of charge and it would 
make for good relations between the towns and future interactions if the Shire of Meekatharra 
could offer a similar arrangement. 
 
Youth from Mt Magnet, Cue, Wiluna and Mullewa will be travelling to Meekatharra for the 2012 
Youth Ball on Saturday 14th April 2012 With varying distances to travel, towns such as Cue may 
choose to travel back home however the distances to Mt Magnet, Wiluna and Mullewa make it 
potentially unsafe for these groups to travel to their home town.  
 
Each group attending the Youth Ball has committed to a set number of supervisors appropriate to 
the numbers of youth attending. They have also confirmed they would be happy to bring tents and 
swags for their use should the Sports Complex not have the capacity to hold the numbers of youth 
and supervisors attending. 
 
Consultation: 
Roy McClymont 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr NL Trenfield  
 Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 
For Council consideration:  
 
That Council allows free (supervised) overnight use of the Meekatharra Sports Complex, 
(date to be confirmed) by the Shire of Mullewa Youth Basketball Teams for the purpose of 
accommodation as part of the upcoming basketball carnival. 
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That Council allows free (supervised) overnight use of the Meekatharra Sports Complex on 
the evening of Saturday 14th April 2012 for youth from Mt Magnet, Cue, Wiluna and 
Yalgoo, for the purpose of attending the 2012 Meekatharra Youth Ball. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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9.5 HEALTH, BUILDING & TOWN PLANNING  

9.6 WORKS AND SERVICES 

 
9.6.1 LANDOR ROAD – SEAL ENRICHMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
The Works Group recommend to Council that the Seal Enrichment work proposed on the Landor 
Road be deferred until the new financial year. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
The section of Landor Road affected was sealed by Boral Group Ltd in November 2010 and the 
cause of the stripping failure is believed to be that not enough bitumen was applied (applied too 
thin) to hold the metal down. 
Council at its February, 2012 ordinary meeting referred this item to its Works Group for 
consideration. A view was expressed at the Council meeting that Council ought to consider 
undertaking a trial of the worst affected section(s) and monitor this trial’s effectiveness before 
embarking on the seal enrichment of the entire 12.72 kms length affected. The WSM estimated the 
cost of the 12.72 kms seal enrichment of Landor Road @ 7.2m wide (91,584 m2) at $62,000 to 
$64,500 
 
Comment: 
The Works Group at its meeting held on 20th February, 2012 determined that the seal enrichment 
work is not an urgent matter and recommended to Council that it defer the work until next 
financial year.  
 
Consultation: 
Works & Services Manager, John Dyer 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Nil 
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Policy Implications: 
Nil 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
For 2012/13 Budget consideration 
 
Voting requirements: 
Simple Majority 
 
Officers Recommendation / Council Resolution: 

 
 Moved: Cr RK Howden 
 Seconded: Cr AG Burrows 

 
That Council agree with the Works Group recommendation to defer the proposed 12.72 km 
(SLK 4.7 to SLK 17.5) seal enrichment work on the Landor Road until next financial year. 
 

CARRIED 6/0  
 

Cr NL Trenfield suggested that Belele Station be approached regarding the Shire using the 
Belele Station Shearing Accommodation to house the Road Crew whilst Council work is 
undertaken in the Belele area on Landor Road.  
 
 

10  NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE – INTRODUCED BY RESOLUTION 
OF THE MEETING 

  
 Moved: Cr HJ Nichols 
 Seconded: Cr NL Trenfield 
 
 That the urgent new business be discussed. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
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10.1 TENDERS – CUT OFF WALLS/FLOODWAYS ON LANDOR RD & MT CLERE RD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary/Matter for Consideration: 
Before inviting tenders a Local Government is to “determine in writing the criteria for deciding 
which tender should be accepted.” 
 
Council discussed this matter at its February ordinary meeting, however no decision was made 
concerning the criteria for deciding the tender. 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
 
Background: 
Several cut off walls and floodway crossings are required to be concreted / constructed on Landor 
Road and Mt Clere Road as part of the current year’s road construction program. 
 
At the 18 February 2012 ordinary Council meeting Council resolved: 
That Council requests staff to invite tenders/quotes as needed on behalf of Council in 
accordance with the Local Government Act, Local Government Regulations and Council 
Policies for contract services in the construction of a Concrete Floodway and Cut-Off Walls, 
including supply of concrete and materials in respect of Landor Road and Mt Clere Road. 
 
Reason for Resolution Differing from Officers Recommendation: 
Council decided that Greenfields consultation and additional cost is not deemed necessary. Also 
as the concreting works at specific (creek crossing) locations can only be carried out 
simultaneously to when associated construction works are carried out, it is not practical for a 
contractor to carry out the entire concreting work in one contract, but rather on an ‘as needed’ 
basis.   
 
On 22 February 2012 Council’s Works Group resolved: 
It was Agreed that the following recommendation be put to the next meeting of Council: 
 
That  

1. Council meet the expected $150,000 (approximately ) for works in addition to 
remedial flood damage work and the funding approval estimate (expenditure 
$242,830) on the Mt Clere Road that relates to the Second Flood Damage Event, from 
Council’s budgeted funds. 

2. Tenders be called for the construction of a cut-off wall and floodway to be 
constructed on Mt Clere Road. 

Title/Subject: TENDERS – CUT OFF WALLS/FLOODWAYS ON 
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Comment: 
Council is required to “determine in writing the criteria for deciding which tender 
should be accepted.” 
 
It may be beneficial (and relatively timely) for the Works Group to assist staff in drafting 
specifications and tender requirements for these works. 
 
Staff may also engage suitable consultants to assist with the tender process.   
 
Consultation: 
Works & Services Manager, John Dyer 
Works Group Chairman, Cr Norm Trenfield 
Shire President, Cr Tom Hutchinson 
 
Statutory Environment: 
Local Government Act 1995 Section 3.57 
Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 
Local Government Regulation 14 (2a): 
 
Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 
Part 4 Provision of goods and services 
Division 2 Tenders for providing goods or services (s. 3.57)ı 
r. 14 
(2a) If a local government — 
(a) is required to invite a tender; or 
(b) not being required to invite a tender, decides to invite a 
tender, 
the local government must, before tenders are publicly invited, 
determine in writing the criteria for deciding which tender 
should be accepted. 
 
Policy Implications: 
Purchasing Policies may apply 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
The 2011/12 Budget provides for road construction works on the Landor and Mt Clere roads.  
 
Strategic Implications: 
Nil 
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple Majority 
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Officers/Works Group Recommendation / Council Resolution: 
 
 Moved: Cr NL Trenfield 
 Seconded: Cr HJ Nichols 

 
That Council requests staff to invite tenders, in consultation with Council’s Works Group, 
for cut off walls and floodway crossings on the Landor and Mt Clere Roads with the 
following criteria being used to decide the tender: 
 
 Price:     50% 
 Experience:   25% 
 Availability/Flexibility:  15% 
 Plant and Equipment:  10% 
  
Further, as recommended by the Works Group, that Council meet the expected $150,000 
(approximately) for works in addition to remedial flood damage work and the funding 
approval estimate (expenditure $242,830) on the Mt Clere Road that relates to the Second 
Flood Damage Event, from Council’s budgeted funds. 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
 

11  ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 
Nil 
 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President, Cr TR Hutchinson, declared the meeting closed at 11:28 am. 


