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GENERAL DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and
are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice
on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice
contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon
the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of
Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein.

meekashire.wa.gov.au
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT
DOG CONTROL
When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure you are in complete control of your animal
at all times and dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by Council.
The Shire of Meekatharra provide the Town Oval as the only off-lease exercise area in town—at all
other locations your dog must, according to law, be collared and restrained.
To allow your dog to be unrestrained in public is an offence in the Dog Act 1976.

Being responsible for a dog that attacks a person causing injury is also an offence which attracts a
significant penalty of up to $10,000.
Please be a responsible pet owner—keep your dog restrained when exercising them to avoid both
injury to bystanders, and significant penalties, and please pick up any droppings left behind. Nobody
wants to step in that!!
The Shire of Meekatharra support the neutering and desexing of pets to reduce the number of
strays, and provide sponsorship to the Murdoch Veterinary Clinic to attend Meekatharra to provide
this service at no cost to health care card holders. Additionally, the Shire fund regular visiting vet
service—Newman Veterinary Clinic—to the value of $5,000 to neuter the pets of health care card
holders at no cost to the owner.

Local residents can access this service by attending the Shire Office to present your Health Care Card
and prove registration. You will be issued with a voucher for the appropriate service at the visiting
clinic.
Further info, contact Tralee at the Shire—99800609

STREET LIGHT FAULTS & OUTAGES
If you notice any issues with street lights, faults or damage
call Horizon Power’s 24/7 Fault Line on
1800 264 914
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Note from the Editor
Wow, it is hard to believe that the festival has come and gone for 2020. It was an amazing weekend
packed with all sorts of fun activities for the kids and the adults.
We had the Carey Right Track Team, Monsterball Amusements, Tasty J’s catering, Humpy Camels, Old
MacDonald’s Travelling Farm and many more wonderful businesses that came up for the weekend.
The weekend went so smoothly thanks to the incredibly dedicated staff supporting the whole event, the Youth Services
Team and the group of casual employees made the weekend extra special by repeatably going out their way to support all
aspects of the events.
One of the many highlights was the opening of the revitalized Lloyd’s Plaza. The opening was well attended by locals, families
and tourists. This plaza will soon be home to the CRC, Museum, Café and other shops. We have already been able to access
the hairdresser thanks to Nikie and Jen who came up for the week to give us a little bit of pampering before the weekend.
The Art Exhibition and Cocktail Night showed off the local talent we have in Meeka with many artists selling
their work and those who attended were able to marvel in the beauty these artists had created.
The Masquerade Ball was a wonderful evening with delicious food, talented dancers and incredible
company.
October will not disappoint either, this month the pool has opened, we have the Djuki Mala
Dancers coming to Meeka and of course school holidays.
Enjoy the warmer weather everyone!
The Editor
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A MESSAGE FROM
MEEKATHARRA POLICE

Gunja – Messes
with your mind –
A Message from
Meekatharra
Police

Because cannabis is harmful, it is against the law for people
in Western Australia to cultivate, possess, use, sell or supply
cannabis. The possession of even small amounts of cannabis
is still an offence. People apprehended for simple cannabis
offences by police may be issued a Cannabis Intervention
Requirement, where the person is required to book and
complete a Cannabis Intervention Session or elect to have
the matter heard in court. More serious cannabis offences
may result in a person being sent to court.

The trick to leading a happy and
healthy life, is
engaging in activities, being with your family, country and community.
Meekatharra Police want to encourage young people to join
in on any community activities, family hunting trips, sports
and school activities, rather than coping in less healthy
ways.

There are a variety of treatment pathways available for people with cannabis related problems. In town, we have a drug
and alcohol counsellor who may be able to help, Tracey
Saylor at the Community Alcohol and Drug Service on
99810635.

If you know a young person or a family who is affected by
cannabis use, please help them to understand the harm
that this can cause, direct them to seek help and encourage
any young people you know to have a yarn or join in on any
family or group activities so that they are aware of the alternatives to cannabis use.

We need the community to work together to help minimise
the harm. If you know someone who supplies a prohibited
drug to a young person or sells to anyone, you can call
Meekatharra Police on 99811007 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.
Information for this article has been sourced from
www.drugaware.com.au and https://
strongspiritstrongmind.com.au. If you wish to access further information about cannabis or other drugs call the Alcohol and Drug Information Service on 1800 198 024 or visit
www.drugaware.com.au. Alternatively, if you are a parent
and are concerned for your child or wanting support, call
the Parent Drug Information Service on 1800 653 203, live
chat www.dau.health.wa.gov.au or visit https://adf.org.au.

Cannabis use can increase the risk of mental health problems, especially in young people. This risk increases with
frequency and amount of cannabis use and can cause anxiety, depression, paranoia and psychosis in those people who
have a vulnerability to mental health problems. Cannabis
can affect the brain by decreasing the user’s ability to concentrate and remember things, and can also impact on
learning ability. Frequent use of cannabis can increase the
risk of cancer and respiratory disorders such as asthma,
bronchitis and emphysema.
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LLOYD’S PLAZA OPENING
As I sat out the front of the revamped Lloyds shop, waiting
for the official opening to begin, I tried to imagine what it
looked like inside. Nothing my imagination could have come
up with would have equalled what we saw when the ribbon
was cut, the key turned, and the doors opened to the new
‘Meekatharra Plaza’.

sented.
Both
have had
a
long
history
with the
building
housing
various
enterprises of
their
families over many, many years. It was quite an emotional
time for them, and for quite a few locals as well, I suspect.

This has been a long-term project which began with the
Shire’s purchase of the building back in 2011. Since then numerous people have contributed in so many various ways to
the culmination of what is the most incredible facility in our
town.
I’m sure the Shire will be acknowledging all those involved so
I won’t because I’m not a full bottle on it and I would hate to
miss anyone out. Suffice to say these people had a vision,
dreams for our town and the passion to make it happen. We
all know getting anything done in remote areas is never an
easy task, let alone a project of this size so I was just want to
extend my thanks and that of my family to all those who have
been involved in any way, large or small, since the very beginning. Take a bow and be
proud.

However, if we thought the Plaza looked impressive then it
had another surprise in store for us when it’s very first function consisting of an art exhibition and cocktail function was
held Saturday evening. Fairy lights, flowers, hors d'oeuvres,
art and a live band -was this really Meekatharra? Waiters and
waitresses serving drinks and food and not a hot chip in
sight!!
The joy on people’s faces as they mingled and chatted, drank,
ate and discussed art and a million other topics was something I wish we could bottle and sprinkle around our town
every day.

Walking inside after the official opening took place, I
immediately felt like I’d been
transported to the city or
some large regional town.
The space, the light, the décor and fittings were just
amazing. It was so lovely to
see the old cement floor had
been retained and polished
to bring it to life. What stories it could tell of the people
whose feet had trodden
across it. It was so wonderful
to see members of the Lloyd
and Gerick families repre-

‘Meekatharra Plaza’ offers opportunities in our town which,
hopefully, will see locals or newcomers make the most of
what is on offer and bring something new and beneficial to
our town.
Let’s remember the ‘Meekatharra Plaza’ was built for Meekatharra and its people. Let’s make the best possible use of it
whilst taking care of it to preserve it for decades to come.
Well done Meekatharra. You’ve done us proud.
Raelene Hall
Neds Creek Station
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Left: Before 1990
Below: After 2020

Left: Before 2004
Below: After 2020

Left: During Construction 2019
Below: During Construction 2020
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MDHS
Term 3 was a big term
for MDHS! Here are
some of the activities
the students and staff
got up to..

Meekatharra
DHS had a 4
Phase Athletics
extravaganza
consisting of
Jumps and
Throws, Track
& Field, Cross
Country and
culminating in
the Interschool
Athletics Carnival at Mt Magnet. Marlu
were the overall school based winners with Cue winning the Interschool.
Well done to all participants, it was amazing!!!

•

Pastor Geoff - always a student favourite. Pastor Geoff
fly's to Meekatharra to teach pastoral care to our students. A
big thankyou from
all of us.

•

Scitech & Aspire - Thank you to
Scitech and Aspire
who visited our
school to take our
students to another
dimension of learning with their innovative and hands on
approach

Country Week -Meekatharra DHS sent their intrepid team of
basketballers to Perth for the Country Week experience.
After grading they were put into Division A and are holding
their own and enjoying the competition. Well Done, Meeka
kids!!

•

4 Phase Athletics Carnival -
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Above: Carey Right Track
Foundation’s Community
Fun Run
Left: Youth Services Team
at the Stephen Michael
Foundation’s Competition
in Yalgoo
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wards or the next morning. If doing the dishes is really not
possible then see if you can get compostable paper plates
made out of bamboo.
Same goes for drinks: using proper glasses is so much nicer
than the chuck away plastic variety.
Recycle beer stubbies and aluminium cans – either drop them
off at your favourite local recycling centre or from now on
you can also get 10 cents back through the container deposit
scheme! Yippee!
Rather than using plastic water bottles, use tap or filtered
water and add a slice of lemon.

SUSTAINABLE EVENTS

Make your own candle holders – either just use a glass jar or
food tin, perhaps paint or decorate it with some ribbons (you
can drill some holes into the tin to create patterns and to let
the light through), or you can use a Tetrapak (the packaging
of long life / plant based milks, coconut water and stocks
etc), peel the outer layer off, use a needle and toothpick to
prick some holes in it and then stick a candle in it. The waterproof inner layer is wonderfully reflective and will enhance
the candle light nicely and the whole packaging will keep the
wind off the candle. Look up Tetrapak upcycling online, it’s so
good!

How good was the festival! It was so great seeing the kids’
radiantly happy faces and the swish adults all dressed up
nicely for the Art Exhibition Cocktail Night and the Ball. Well
done to Amy, Tralee and their team for pulling this off! It was
great!
It was nice to be able to use reusable, proper crockery and
cutlery at the Ball and for soup and dessert they had single
use bowls that were made out of bamboo (a very fast, regrowing and compostable option) rather than plastic.
If you want to run your own event or party here are some
great ideas to not only have a great time but to also try and
be more sustainable:

Make your own decoration: you can easily make bunting out
of colourful magazine pictures or Tetrapak material. The very
talented Kadi once cut out heaps of pretty butterflies and
stuck them up on the walls – so simple and yet it adds such a
nice touch – and she also made colourful streamers out of
leftover fabric. Clever!

Basically try and swap single use for reusable – it’s easier on
the planet and also easier on your wallet in the long term. If
you don’t want to buy it all outright see if you can borrow or
hire it. Collectively we probably already have everything
you’d need.
Use local suppliers as much as
possible – it’s easier said than done
when you live in a
remote Outback
town such as
Meekatharra but
we do actually
have a lot of stuff
in town that we
can use without
having to drive to
or order from the
big smoke. Consider the travel
miles of the products you’re using.
Coming all the
way from China or the US? Can you do without? Sometimes less is more.
Gone through a lot of trouble to make it all look nice and
serve delicious food? Give it the honour it deserves and
serve it on proper plates with proper cutlery rather than
plastic. Yes it might mean having to do the dishes after-
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Paint your own signage: grab a pallet and write on it
– this could be the menu or a greeting to your
guests. Easy!
Swap balloons for bubbles. So much more fun plus
getting soaped up can’t hurt in corona virus times.
(No, please do not take this as official health advice!
Listen to the experts.) Or if you use balloons make
sure you pop them and put them in the bin so they
don’t end up flying away and littering the environment. Be mindful of greenwashing – some brands of
balloons are sold as biodegradable but they actually

while. At the end of their life compost them or find a friend
who has a compost.
Use jars, Tetrapaks or bottles as vases. Finally that wine
drinking habit is turning out to be useful!
Have some great green party ideas? Just wanna have a chin
wag about the environment? You can leave a post on Facebook/meekagoesgreen,
send
us
an
email
at
meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop into the Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturdays 9-11am. Also, come to our
monthly Upcycling Workshops. They’re awesome.

hang around for a long time; do your research.
You (or your kids, put them to good use) can make confetti by
hole punching dry leaves and scrap paper.
Organise the right amount of food. If you happen to overcater big time enable your guests to take the leftovers home
– you might have some takeaway containers in the cupboard
that can be re-used, or you can make little snackpacks out of
Tetrapak (notice a trend here? Tetrapak upcycling might be
the newest favourite hobby… :) ) If your guests are stuffed
and there is so much food leftover see if you can give it away,
e.g. to Mission Australia to be distributed in the town. Or if
it’s just scraps find someone with chickens or pigs or compost
them. Food waste in landfill is a big contributor to greenhouse gases not to mention all the money and effort that
went into making the food, so getting as much use as possible out of it is best for everyone – the people, the planet and
the chickens.
If you’re using flowers see if you or a friend can grow them
yourself. That way they’re as local as possible, have beautified the neighbourhood and supported the bees for a little
bit. You can also consider using greenery – gum leaf branches
can make great Australian themed decoration. Or just use
whole potted plants and flowers rather than chopping them
off. If you’re buying flowers ask the florist if they can send
long lasting flowers – that way they can keep on giving for a
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Next Visits: 22nd September, 20th October, 17th November
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LLOYD’S OPENING AND ART EXHIBITION
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SIDE SHOW FUN
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MASQUERADE BALL
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
October 2000
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The Meekatharra Seventh
Day Adventist Church
(McCleary Street) invites
you to join us in a weekly
service for all ages from
10am Saturday mornings

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm
Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exercising your dog to pick up
any waste and dispose of

in the bins provided.
FREE Waste Bags are now
available from the Shire
Office.
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IMPORTANT DATES

October 2020
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

Public Holiday

5

Adult Sport 6pm

6

7

Pool Opens

8
Adult Sport 6pm

Meeka Goes Green
9am-11am
CRC Markets
9:30am

12

13

14

Yoga 6pm

19

20
Yoga 6pm

26

27

16

17

Community Breakfast at Peace Gorge

Meeka Goes Green
9am-11am

Adult Sport 6pm

Ordinary Council
Meeting

21
ICDC Visit

15

22

23

Adult Sport 6pm

28

24

18

25

Meeka Goes Green
9am-11am

29

30

Adult Sport 6pm

31
Meeka Goes Green
9am-11am
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