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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra  for 2020 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

18 January 3rd 

15 February 31st 

21 March 6th 

18 April 3rd 

16 May 1st 

27 June 5th 

18 July 3rd 

15 August 31st 

19 September 4th 

17 October 2nd 

21 November 6th 

11 December 27th 
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT 

DOG CONTROL 

When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure you are in complete control of your animal 
at all times and dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by Council. 

The Shire of Meekatharra provide the Town Oval as the only off-lease exercise area in town—at all 
other locations your dog must, according to law, be collared and restrained. 

To allow your dog to be unrestrained in public is an offence in the Dog Act 1976. 

Being responsible for a dog that attacks a person causing injury is also an offence which attracts a 
significant penalty of up to $10,000. 

Please be a responsible pet owner—keep your dog restrained when exercising them to avoid both 
injury to bystanders, and significant penalties, and please pick up any droppings left behind. Nobody 
wants to step in that!! 

The Shire of Meekatharra support the neutering and desexing of pets to reduce the number  of 
strays, and provide sponsorship to the Murdoch Veterinary Clinic to attend Meekatharra to provide 
this service at no cost to health care card holders. Additionally, the Shire fund regular visiting vet 
service—Newman Veterinary Clinic—to the value of $5,000 to neuter the pets of health care card 
holders at no cost to the owner. 

Local residents can access this service by attending the Shire Office to present your Health Care Card 
and prove registration. You will be issued with a voucher for the appropriate service at the visiting 
clinic. 

Further info, contact Tralee at the Shire—99800609 

STREET LIGHT FAULTS & OUTAGES 

If you notice any issues with street lights, faults or damage 

call Horizon Power’s 24/7 Fault Line on   

1800 264 914 
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Note from the Editor 
 
August was a busy, busy month in Meekatharra. We had the Shooting Stars Carnival, an intense footy  
game with the Laverton team, the school sports carnival, some incredibly talented local people recorded  
a song, the WA Governor The Honourable Kim Beazley AC visited, the RFDS new upgraded facilities opened  
and I am sure many more exciting things happened. This month things will only get busier with country week, school holi-
days, mural painting at the youth center and of course THE 2020 MEEKATHARRA OUTBACK FESTIVAL! 
 
The Festival planning is getting more exciting as the weekend draws near. Make sure you save the date in your calendar and 
bring your friends and family down. Tickets for the Art Exhibition and Ball are now on sale from the Shire office, there are 
limited amounts to sell due to Covid restrictions so get in quick. The food will be incredible, brought to you by Tasty J ’s from 
Cue and the music will be just as amazing featuring The Cam Ellis Band. This band have playing in the Goldfields for a while 
and are   very excited to head up our way. The Art Exhibition will be mind blowing with many pieces buy or just 
marvel   at from local Artists and a few from out of town. 
 
   Hope everyone enjoys the start of Spring, stay safe and I will see you all at the festival! 
 

The Editor 
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Hello to every-
one. I am cur-
rently relieving as 
the Officer in 
Charge of 
Meekatharra 
Police Station, 
whilst Senior 
Sergeant Mitch 
Howard takes a 
well-earned 
break.  

Meekatharra Police and other local Emergency Services 
workers have had a busy couple of weeks, with a number of 
serious and fatal traffic crashes occurring within the Meeka-
tharra Sub-District. All of these crashes involved either driv-
er fatigue, inattention and/or persons failing to drive to the 
prevailing conditions. The aftermath for the families and 
friends of the victims involved is nothing short of tragic and 
in all recent cases, Police firmly believe these incidents 
could have been avoided.  

Meekatharra Police would like to take this opportunity re-
mind all road users to exercise caution and to take care on 
our roads. There has been a recent increase in the amount 
of traffic flow through Meekatharra via the Great Northern 
Highway, specifically from travellers towing caravans and 
camper trailers. Road users also need to be mindful of the 
regular movement of road trains and heavy transport/
mining equipment through Meekatharra. We ask all of you 
to be patient, plan your journey, allow for any unexpected 
delays and consider your fellow road users. If you are feel-
ing tired, pull over and rest or swap drivers. Don’t drink and 
drive and keep your vehicle in a roadworthy condition.  

Meekatharra Police are now equipped with Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology, following a 
recent installation to one of our vehicles. This particular 
vehicle is capable of detecting suspended/unauthorised 
drivers, stolen vehicles/vehicles with expired vehicle regis-
trations and will also alert Police in relation to existing 
warnings for vehicles and associated person(s), all whilst 
Police are out and about/driving around conducting regular 
patrols and inquiries. This particular vehicle will be active 
around town and on the highway and is another useful tool 
Police can use to keep our roads and community safe.  

Meekatharra Police would like to reinforce the message to 
‘Dob in a Drug Dealer’ and report any suspicious activity as 
soon as possible. Your report can be made by either attend-
ing in person or contacting Meekatharra Police Station on 
9981 1007. Alternatively, you can contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000, where your call will remain anonymous. 
Illegal drugs are a scourge to our community and cause sig-
nificant harm to both users and their families. Any infor-
mation forthcoming (however insignificant you think it 
might be) will be collated and acted upon. 

Meekatharra Police implemented Liquor Restrictions during 
a recent funeral held in Cue, in consultation with Cue Police. 
These restrictions were imposed to increase community 
safety and reduce community harm, as a direct result of 
previous incidents occurring in Cue, involving civil unrest 
and poor behaviour.     

Our Youth Policing Officers (YPO’s) have been busy engaging 
with our local kids and have attended various events within 
the community, including school sports carnivals and other 
related activities. August has seen a decrease in both youth-
related offending and unaccompanied youth walking the 
streets at night. Our YPO’s will continue their efforts to en-
gage with our local youth, which is resulting in a number of 
positive outcomes for our community.  

I would like to further extend the previous offer from Senior 
Sergeant Howard to members of the community to come in 
and see our new CCTV camera installation for themselves, 
when our COVID-19 situation eases.     

Until next month, look after yourself and your family, take 
care and stay safe.  

COPS CORNER WITH  

KEITH FAY 
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GARDENS WITH SAL, 

THE GARDEN GAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G’day to the glorious Midwest, 
 
May the sun be warming you all at this beautiful time of year! 
The flowers are starting to bloom throughout the region, I’m 
yet to spot many close to Meeka but fingers crossed they 
show their heads soon. Rainfall for our little region was mini-
mal this season, but in  the words of Dorothea Mackellar “I 
love a sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains, of ragged 
mountain ranges, of droughts and flooding rains”. There is a 
lot to love in our beautiful home here in the Midwest.  
Spring is popping its welcome face around the corner.  

 

Desert Kurrajong  

Pumpkin! 
 
The veggies in our EON garden have been pumping out these 
past months. Carrots, cauliflower, peas, silver beet, bok choy, 
coriander, parsley and dill. Our program at school has been 
running really nicely. We collect, we cook, we enjoy! Our 
pumpkin patch has been pumping too (see what I did there), 
looking forward to a plentiful harvest soon. 
 
Trees! They say the best time to plant a tree was yesterday, 
and I couldn’t agree more. There is nothing more humbling 
than an ancient tree. Have you checked out the ones in Cattle 
Pool at Burringurrah? Tall, wide, towering trees that have 
been there before any of us and will outlast us too. Many 
moments have been shared below their canopy and you can 
feel the importance they hold in that beautiful space.  
 
Growing trees help nature to heal. They sent out long tap 
roots in search for water and surface roots to intake nutri-
ents. They aid in desalination, droughts, offer homes for 
roosting birds and nooks for creatures to live within their 
root system. They help to shade us in summer, provide com-
fort when the winds blow their leaves and, if they produce 
fruit, feed and nurture us.  
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Myself at home planting a Moreton Bay Fig tree 
 
In Meekatharra we can struggle to grow tall trees. They long 
hot summers often test the durability of trees, hence why 
our landscape is mostly small mulga shrubs that can with-
stand the elements. Ever noticed why Mulga (acacia trees) 
have very fine, needle like leaves? They are designed like this 
so that in the height of summer the leaves point directly up, 
keeping the sun only touching their tips and precious mois-
ture where needed, in the roots. One striking tree around 
our region is the Desert Kurrajong (Brachychiton gregorii). 
You can spot them a mile away with their vibrant green cano-
py and emu feet shaped leaves. I’ve been told they are in 
indicator plant. When the emus are nesting these trees will 
flower, indicating it’s time to collect emu eggs for tucker. I 
hope to have this confirmed by one of you fine folk one day. 
 
To create a home for trees in our town is tricky but not im-
possible. If you can create a happy home for them from the 
beginning you’re moving in the right direction. Location is 
everything, you want to pick the right tree for the right place. 
For example, thirsty trees like mango, figs, any type of ficus 
and most eucalyptus are better off away from septics and 
home plumbing systems. They tend to search for water and if 
planted too close will one day cause havoc on your home. 
They do however grow well when in the right spot. 
 
Smaller and less invasive trees will do well in a shaded south-
ern spot at your home.  
 
And now for a lesson on Tree Planting! 
 
Tree planting 101 
 

 Dig a hole twice the size of the root system, be sure to 
keep well-watered, before during and after planting. 
Make sure to “tickle” the root system of your new 
tree, this will encourage their roots to grow further 
faster.  

 Organics!! Install plenty of compost and manure at 
their roots and their surrounds at the time of planting. 
I also like to add organic dynamic lifter below and 

around their trunk, this will provide fast nutrients 
when they need them most, at their beginning growth 
stages.  

 
Water! Water in well for the first day, and the next. For a 
week or two keep the tree well-watered, only weaning off 
when they tree looks happy. It’s fairly easy to see if a tree is 
stressed early on, their leaves will wilt, they will lean and 
appear vigourless. Plenty of water and kind words of encour-
agement will go a long way. 
 
We will be planting plenty of citrus crops in the coming 
month in our garden. We are hoping to work with the sea-
sons while the soil is cool. I hope to share some fruit and 
healthy recipes with you all soon! 
 
In the meantime, take care and I hope to chat gardening with 
you soon. 
 
Sally – the EON Gardening Gal  
*EON Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that delivers 
a food and nutrition focused healthy lifestyle and disease 
prevention program. We build edible gardens in remote 
schools and communities for a secure supply of fresh food 
and partner with them to deliver a hands-on practical gar-
dening, nutrition, education, cooking and hygiene program. 
Read more about us at www.eon.org.au  

 

Oh to be a child again, the fascination that a garden can 
bring! 
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YOUTH CENTRE 

The Youth Team 

have had a very 

busy month this 

August with many 

exciting projects 

and visitors com-

ing to Meekathar-

ra. One of the 

highlights of the 

month was a spe-

cial trip from the 

Laverton School to 

come play footy. 

The footy team 

joined the Shoot-

ing Stars Laverton 

team on their trip to Meekatharra to play in the carnival. The 

community really got behind this event, with the Meekathar-

ra vs Laverton foot game being a hit. It was amazing to see 

the sportsmanship Meekatharra showed during the game. 

Everyone played well and most importantly had a blast! Hav-

ing visitors 

made for a fun 

and exciting 

few days for 

everyone in 

town and the 

Youth Team 

loved having 

more young peo-

ple at their pro-

gram. 

 The team have 

been working 

hard with Youth 

Focus, WAM and 

Meeka Locals to 

write, record and 

produce original 

songs. Everyone 

involved had 

worked to get 

the songs ready 

for the upcoming 

Mid-West Album WAM is putting together. The songs will 

show the talent, determination and imagination of those 

involved in each stage of the process. The WAM album will 

be out next year and we are all very excited to hear the mu-

sic. The songs were recorded in the Youth Centres music 

room, putting good use to the equipment. We are all amazed 

by the passion and excitement, and of course incredible tal-

ent, everyone has put into this project. Hopefully this will 

only be the start of the music coming 

out of this recording room for the up-

coming album. 
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The young people have been involved in art and craft pro-

jects, including making playdough and painting. Through their 

creativity the kids made food with playdough (don’t worry 

none was eaten) and threw a ‘birthday’ party for Margie (see 

the purple cake with the candles). Other ‘foods’ that were 

made were; gingerbread men, spaghetti and meatball, cup-

cakes and pancakes. The young people also spent time paint-

ing rocks, decorating them very careful to get just the right 

design. They used many techniques to get the exact look they 

wanted and I must say the rocks, rocks. Good job!  

Country Week at the end of September has inspired the 

young 

peo-

ple of 

Meekatharra to train hard 

at basketball and footy. 

The Youth Team, along 

with Youth Focus and the 

Stephen Michael Foundation, have been teaching the young 

people new drills and helping them work together. They have 

all been training hard and showing dedication to the sports. 

All staff involved see great potential in the young people and 

can’t wait to 

how well they 

do at Country 

Week! 
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DOGS, DOGS, DOGS 

One of the best things about living remotely is our much clos-

er connection with nature.  We have better access and seem 

more in tune with our environment - the weather, those 

amazing sunsets and sunrises we have been particularly 

blessed with lately, native animals and our gorgeous wild-

flowers, not to mention the wonderful rock formations and 

geography that is iced with a fondant of bright red dirt and 

decorated with mulgas and coglas. 

I live here with two dogs, who are my best mates – Pepper 

and Sheba.  We have terrific adventures together, and often 

walk at Peace Gorge in the late afternoon.  We – all three of 

us – love the outing and the exercise and the brisk evening 

air. 

There are not a lot of places locally where we can do this, 

because we coexist with a group of people who make their 

living off the land, and for whom dogs can be a major pest.  

We do all know of the damage wild dogs have caused to the 

pastoral industry, and the resulting loss of valuable employ-

ment opportunities for many of those who love to work in 

that world.  In a lot of places, its just not safe for our pets to 

wander in the bush, not to mention against the law. 

It would be great to go for those walks in town in the after-

noon, to chat to our neighbours, maybe meet other people 

we wouldn’t normally see during the course of our day. 

For community to feel safe doing that, there needs to be a 

shift in community consciousness around keeping our pets 

contained and restrained.  The Dog Act (1976) makes it clear 

that dogs may not be in a public place unless they are con-

trolled by a person capable of controlling that dog and teth-

ered by a chain, cord or leash, or unless they are in an au-

thorised off leash area.  In Meekatharra, the Oval is classed as 

the off leash area. 

This law is in place to en-

sure people feel safe to 

walk and exercise freely in 

their neighbourhood, and 

enjoy that exercise with 

their dog.  Unleashed, 

stray dogs do pose a risk 

to the safety of people 

and other dogs.  It makes 

good sense to keep pets 

contained within our 

yards, for financial and 

safety reasons.   

The Shire of Meekatharra 

will be working with other 

agencies in town to see how we can collaborate to help peo-

ple to keep their dogs contained, maybe have their fences 

repaired if needed, so watch this space for more information.  

If you would like to be part of this valuable community pro-

ject that will make us all feel just a bit safer when walking 

around town, please contact either Amy or Tralee at the 

Shire. 

In the meantime, we can all play our part in keeping our pets, 

and our community safer.  Keep your pets contained in your 

yard, make sure they are registered and microchipped.  Help 

to stop the extra unwanted dogs in town by having your pet 

desexed – if you are a Health Care Card holder you can have 

this done for free by Dr Rick Fenny through the Shire spon-

sored neutering program.  Come into the Shire Office for your 

neutering voucher when Rick is next in town 

Happy walkies 

DOG WASTE BAGS AT THE 
OVAL 

The Shire has recently put a waste bag dispenser at 
the oval for dog owners to use to clean up after 
their pets. The bags are on the back of the toilet 
block at the entrance of the complex. Please make 
sure that you clean up after your pets waste each 
time you visit the community oval. It is everyone’s 
responsibility to keep the communities facilities 
clean for everyone to use. Thank you for being 
responsible dog owners. 
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CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME 

 

You may or may not have heard about this already but 
we are very excited:  

WA’s Container Deposit Scheme will start on 1 Octo-
ber! 2020! This year! As in next month! Finally! Eeeek!  

What does this mean? This means that you get 10 
cents for each eligible beverage container you return 
to a refund point. It’s an opportunity for some serious 
pocket money and will greatly help to reduce litter and 
increase recycling rates in Western Australia. 

Some of the final touches are still being nutted out but here’s 
what we know already to some questions we imagined you 
might ask: 

Which containers are eligible for the refund? 

Beverage containers that are most commonly seen as litter = 
most aluminium, glass, plastic, steel and liquid paperboard 
containers between 150ml and 3l. So that’s your soft drink 
and beer cans, glass stubbies, flavoured milk containers, wa-
ter bottles, small juice bottles/containers etc. 

Anything smaller than 150ml or larger than 3l as well as wine 
bottles, plain milk bottles, pure spirit bottles, cordials etc are 
not eligible. The thinking behind that is that these are gener-
ally consumed at home, not on the road, and therefore don’t 
normally end up as litter. This may be reviewed in future. 

Where in town can we drop them off? 

Yulella is the official Refund Point. Keep your eyes peeled for 
more information regarding where and when and how to 
drop them off. You will likely also see some donation points 

either at MGG or around town where you can drop off your 
containers and donate your refunds to a worthwhile cause 
(such as us :) ) 

Why isn’t the MGG Recycling Centre an official refund 
point? 

We were indeed interested in becoming a refund point but 
because we’re only open for 2 hours a week on a Saturday 
morning that wouldn’t work well for the town. We’re still 
going to be involved but more as a donation point and in sup-
porting the community to get as many beverage containers 
off to recycling as possible. 

Why are you so excited about this? Isn’t this going to com-
pete with the existing Recycling Centre? 
We are super excited because this scheme ties in very well 
with our objectives: to initiate and run environmentally sus-
tainable projects in Meeka and to keep recyclable materials 
out of landfill. We’ve done very well over the last five years in 
keeping stuff out of landfill and will continue to recycle other 
things such as steel food tins, milk bottles, larger plastic wa-
ter bottles, cardboard etc but are grateful that the govern-
ment is taking the state-wide recycling effort to the next lev-
el. It’ll achieve more than we with our limited number of vol-
unteers ever could dream to achieve. 

Furthermore it frees our MGG volunteers up to spend more 
time with other exciting initiatives such as our awesome 

monthly Upcycling Workshops (have you been yet? 
They’re great!) Who knows, we might even bring the 
annual clean-up days or gardening competition back? 

How can the community benefit from this? 

Apart from reduced litter and reduced landfill this is 
also a great fundraising opportunity for community 
groups, sports clubs, the school or not-for-profit or-
ganisations. To register as a donation point your 
group/organisation can get a Scheme ID on the Con-
tainers for Change website and set up a cage or re-
fund point where people can drop off their contain-
ers. Your organisation can then deliver the collected 
containers to Yulella and get the refund $$. Your 
group can also sign up to be a virtual donation point 
where no physical container handling has to be done 

by your group but instead you get a Scheme ID and people 
simply nominate your group to be the recipient of their re-
fund amounts. How good is that! 
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Who funds this? Where does the money come from? 

It’s a product stewardship scheme in which the product man-
ufacturers share responsibility for the sustainable manage-
ment of their products. In this way suppliers take responsibil-
ity for helping to improve recycling rates and reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of empty beverage containers. It will be up 
to the suppliers to decide whether to pass the cost on to 
their customers but the government will be monitoring bev-
erage costs to make sure that increases, if any, are in line 
with the scheme costs.  

Where can I get more information? 

You can jump online to www.containersforchange.com.au or 
www.warrrl.com.au or www.dwer.wa.gov.au/cds for more 
details. You can also follow 4ChangeWA on social media to be 
kept up to date. 

Containers for Change are also running free information ses-
sions in the cities or online. 

Keen to help out at the Recycling Centre? Want to know 
more about the Container Deposit Scheme? Just wanna have 
a chin wag about the environment? You can leave a post on 
Facebook/meekagoesgreen, send us an email at 

meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop into the Recycling Cen-
tre on Railway Street Saturdays 9-11am. Also, come to our 
monthly Upcycling Workshops. They’re awesome. 

 
Pictures from: 
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/preparing-was-new-
container-deposit-scheme  
https://ownyourimpact.com.au/news/how-was-container-deposit-
scheme-will-work  
https://www.facebook.com/4ChangeWA/photos/
a.2148824572042985/2396716063920500/?type=1&theater  

http://www.containersforchange.com.au/
http://www.warrr.com.au/
http://www.dwer.wa.gov.au/cds
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/preparing-was-new-container-deposit-scheme
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/preparing-was-new-container-deposit-scheme
https://ownyourimpact.com.au/news/how-was-container-deposit-scheme-will-work
https://ownyourimpact.com.au/news/how-was-container-deposit-scheme-will-work
https://www.facebook.com/4ChangeWA/photos/a.2148824572042985/2396716063920500/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/4ChangeWA/photos/a.2148824572042985/2396716063920500/?type=1&theater
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The Meeka Ngarlus have been titled 2020 Meekatharra 

Shooting Stars Cup Champions after winning the two-day 

tournament on home soil last week.  

Shooting Stars participants from Leonora, Laverton and 

Mullewa travelled to Meekatharra to compete in the 

Shooting Stars Meeka Cup netball tournament. While five 

Narrogin secondary Shooting Stars participants were also on 

hand to provide support and guidance across the competi-

tion, putting their leadership skills learnt in the program into 

practice. 

After unpacking the buses, a little rest and setting up sleep-

ing areas, it was time for all sites to play so ‘get to know you’ 

games.  This was followed by a BBQ dinner and a movie, 

however after a long day of travel most girls and staff were 

asleep early. 

On game day players were up early eager for the day ahead. 

After a healthy breakfast the morning session saw the girls 

taking part in drills and skills run by Program Coordinators 

and the Narrogin young leaders’ team. During the competi-

tion each team played four games followed by finals. Meeka-

tharra Ngarlus met Leonora Lightning in the grand final with 

the Ngarlus taking the honours. There was so much raw tal-

ent on display from all sites, it was wonderful to watch. 

Other award winners were High School Most Valuable Player 

Ronita from Mullewa and Primary school Most Valuable Play-

er Margie from Leonora. The Sportsmanship award went to 

Kylieshia from Meekatharra and the Shooting stars award to 

Crystal from Laverton. The very special Leadership award 

win-

ner 

was 

Cher-

okee 

from 

Nar-

rogin 

Shooting Stars 

Executive 

Officer, Fran 

Haintz said the 

competition is 

a highlight of 

the Shooting 

Stars calendar.  

“The Meeka 

Cup is a great 

opportunity to 

bring some of 

our sites to-

gether in a fun 

and encourag-

ing environ-

ment,” said Haintz. 

“It was also a great opportunity for our Narrogin site leaders 

to develop their leadership skills and be role models for our 

younger participants coming through the pathway. On their 

return to Narrogin these leaders will be nominating for Stu-

dent Council, true Shooting Stars!” 

Shooting Stars would like to acknowledge Meekatharra Dis-

trict High School for 

welcoming and ac-

commodating all our 

participants, this sup-

port made it the event 

possible. Shooting 

Stars corporate sup-

porters, the Gold In-

dustry Group and 

Sandfire Resources 

ongoing commitment 

to the program is sig-

nificant, practically 

demonstrating their 

support for our Abo-

riginal leaders’ girls is 

truly inspiring.  

SHOOTING STARS 

CARNIVAL 
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There’s and EMERGENCY and you need an Ambulance or the 
Fire Brigade! Do you know who provides these vital services 
in the Shire of Meekatharra? 

VOLUNTEERS!! These are residents of our town that give of 
their own time freely  to ensure there is a capacity to re-
spond to emergencies and assist anyone in a time of need. 
The Volunteers undertake regular training that gives them 
skills and knowledge to attend to emergencies of a Medical 
Nature, Structural Fire, Road Crash Rescue, Hazardous Mate-
rials and Bush/Scrub Fires. 

Emergencies can occur at any time of the day and night and 
our Volunteer Ambulance Officers & Volunteer Fire Fighters 
can and have attended emergencies between Mount Magnet 
to the south, Sandstone to the South East, Landor/Mt Augus-
tus to the North West, Wiluna to the East and Newman to 
the North. 

The St John Ambulance Meekatharra Sub Centre and The 
Meekatharra Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service currently 
have a small number of local residents in each 
group and at times due to members being out 
of town an emergency service may not be avail-
able due to the low number of volunteers in 
town.  

Are you interested in learning new skills, 
meeting new people and helping to provide 
critical emergency response in our community? 
You would be welcomed at either emergency 
service or both if you find you have some spare 
time. 

 

Contact Details: 

St John Ambulance Meekatharra Sub Centre  

Hill St, Meekatharra  

Meetings/Training  

Every Second Wednesday  

6:00pm to 8:00pm                       

E: sjameekatharra@westnet.com.au 

M: 0408 136 376   

Meekatharra Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service 

Hill St, Meekatharra 

Meetings/Training 

Tuesday  

6:00pm to 8:00pm 

E: meekatharravfrs@bigpond.com 

M: 0400172415 

MEEKA EMERGENCY SERVICES 

mailto:sjameekatharra@westnet.com.au
mailto:meekatharravfrs@bigpond.com
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Next Visits: 22nd September, 20th October, 17th November  
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WA GOVERNOR OFFICIALLY OPENS UPGRADED FACILITIES 

AT RFDS MEEKATHARRA BASE 

WA Governor The Honourable Kim Beazley AC joined the 

Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) on a routine training flight 

to the Midwest where he officially opened upgraded facilities 

at the RFDS Meekatharra base. 

The Honourable Kim Beazley AC, Governor of WA and WA 
Country Health Service Deputy Board Chair Wendy Newman 
joined the Royal Flying Doctor Service Western Operations 
Board Chair Sam Walsh AO on a routine training flight to the 
Midwest this week where he officially opened upgraded facil-
ities at the RFDS Meekatharra base.  
The patron of RFDS Western Operations, Governor 
Beazley met with frontline crews, toured the base, the 
Meekatharra Hospital as well as attended the official event.  
The opening of the upgraded Patient Transfer Area was also 
attended by WA Country Health Service Chief Executive Jeff 
Moffet and representatives from the local community.  
RFDS WO Chief Executive Officer Rebecca Tomkinson said the 
WA Country Health Service had been critical to the successful 
completion of the project. 

"The upgrade has provided more comfortable facilities for 
waiting patients, improved storage for medical supplies and 
better lighting for night operations," Ms Tomkinson said.  
"The funding from the WA Country Health Service has made 
the project possible." 
WACHS Chief Executive Jeff Moffet said working in partner-
ship with RFDS was an important part of ensuring quality 
health care services in the bush.  
"Collectively, our organisations deliver health services to 
some of the most remote communities across the state and 
we work together, and with other agencies to make it hap-
pen," Mr Moffet said.  
The RFDS Meekatharra base was established 75 years ago in 

1945. Crews stationed at the base respond to healthcare 
emergencies, provide safe transfer of patients between hos-
pitals and deliver regular primary healthcare clinics (eg GP, 
nurse and dental clinics) to communities in the region.  
The strategic location of Meekatharra in the centre of WA 
means locally-based RFDS crews respond to incidents across 

the state.  
Meekatharra crews transport-
ed 875 patients in the last fi-
nancial year, from as far afield 
as the Great Southern and the 
Kimberley.  
In the same period, 282 pa-
tients travelled through 
Meekatharra and a total of 
1.545 patients were retrieved 
from across the Midwest re-
gion.  
The RFDS currently flies ap-
proximately 27 patients to 
safety each day from across 
WA. In the last financial year, a 
record 9,012 patients were 
transferred by the aeromedi-
cal charity. 
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Above and below: Governor opening new RFDS facility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Above: Inside the new patient transfer facility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  Above, left and below: Governor visiting new the 
  Lloyd’s Plaza for morning tea 
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A huge thank you to everyone for a wonderful Athletics Car-
nival at Meekatharra District High. 

 The 3 phase carnival kicked off with "Jumps & Throws" with 
students taking part in Vortex Throw, Discus, Shot put, Long 
Jump and Standing Jump. 

 Friday was an all day "Track and Team Game" carnival with 
students excelling at sprints and long distance running. Team 

games to engage the whole school kept everyone excited and 
competitive. An Obstacle Course, Wheel Relay, Egg and 
Spoon Relay, Tunnel Ball, Leader Ball and 3 Legged Relay 
were some of the events. Of course the Relays and Grand 
Relay held us all in suspense as to who would win. 

Congratulations to all the Championship winners and the 
Runner ups. Congratulations to Marlu, the overall winners on 
the day!! 

 Watch out for the upcoming Cross Country on Friday 11th 
September at 9:30am to conclude our Carnival. Then our 
interschool team will be selected to represent our school in 
Mt Magnet on 18th September. 

MDHS SPORTS CARNIVAL 
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CHALK PAINTING WORKSHOP 

During the August Meeka Goes Green Upcycling Workshop 
Margie taught those involved how to decorate old jars or tins 
using chalk paint to create something personal and beautiful 
while reusing old things around the house.  

Chalk painting can make any item look new or maybe vintage 
if you rough it up a bit. Look at the incredible things below 
that were made. Thanks to the volunteers who made this 
happen! Can’t wait for the next upcycling workshop. 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on book-

ings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer- 

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

31 

Yoga 6pm  

 

1 

 

2 

Adult Sport 6pm  

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

 

 

Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

6 

 

7 

Yoga 6pm  

 

8 

 

9 

Adult Sport 6pm  

10 

RUOK? Morning Tea 

9am 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

 

 

CRC Markets 

9:30am 

13 

 

14 

Yoga 6pm  

 

15 

 

 

16 

Adult Sport 6pm  

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

19 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

 

 

Ordinary Council 

Meeting 

20 

 

21 

Yoga 6pm  

 

22 

ICDC Visit 

23 

Adult Sport 6pm  

  

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

27 

 

28 

Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 

29 

School Holidays 

Start 

30 

Adult Sport 6pm  

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

4 

 

September 2020 


