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Australia Day Pool Party, more photos on page 26
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GENERAL DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and
are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice
on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice
contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon
the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of
Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein.

meekashire.wa.gov.au

2

A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT
DOG CONTROL
When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure you are in complete control of your animal
at all times and dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by Council.
The Shire of Meekatharra provide the Town Oval as the only off-lease exercise area in town—at all
other locations your dog must, according to law, be collared and restrained.
To allow your dog to be unrestrained in public is an offence in the Dog Act 1976.

Being responsible for a dog that attacks a person causing injury is also an offence which attracts a
significant penalty of up to $10,000.
Please be a responsible pet owner—keep your dog restrained when exercising them to avoid both
injury to bystanders, and significant penalties, and please pick up any droppings left behind. Nobody
wants to step in that!!
The Shire of Meekatharra support the neutering and desexing of pets to reduce the number of
strays, and provide sponsorship to the Murdoch Veterinary Clinic to attend Meekatharra to provide
this service at no cost to health care card holders. Additionally, the Shire fund regular visiting vet
service—Newman Veterinary Clinic—to the value of $5,000 to neuter the pets of health care card
holders at no cost to the owner.

Local residents can access this service by attending the Shire Office to present your Health Care Card
and prove registration. You will be issued with a voucher for the appropriate service at the visiting
clinic.
Further info, contact Tralee at the Shire—99800609

STREET LIGHT FAULTS & OUTAGES
If you notice any issues with street lights, faults or damage
call Horizon Power’s 24/7 Fault Line on
1800 264 914
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Note from the Editor
In this months edition of the Meekatharra Dust we have photos from the Australia Day Pool Party, updates from the
Youth Centre, the Police, Meeka Goes Green and the CRC. February is set to be a great month starting out with a trip
from our favourite Hairdresser, Nikie from Mama D’s Hair Care then workshops from Meeka Goes Green, and as usual
weekly yoga sessions. Its back to school for the kids and back to the normal Youth Services program hours after a fabulously fun holiday program!
We now have a formal Events Committee to help the Community Development and Youth Team here at the Shire to put
on more events for everyone in the community to enjoy. We are looking forward to seeing what events the committee
will put on with our enthusiastic, diverse group of members!
The Shire still has Expressions of Interest out for the Mural projects we will be starting soon, so if you are inter
ested there is more information on page 16. There is so much happening in this town and it is very exciting to be
a part of it. Have a fantastic February everyone!
The Editor
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COPS CORNER WITH KEITH FAY

Hello again to everyone.

If you are feeling tired, pull over and rest or swap drivers.
Don’t drink and drive, fasten your seat belts, keep your
vehicle in a roadworthy condition and drive your vehicle
according to the prevailing conditions. The aftermath for
the families and friends of the victims involved in road
crashes is nothing short of tragic and in most cases, Police
firmly believe these types of incidents can be avoided by
road users making better choices.

I am currently relieving as the Officer in Charge (OIC) of
Meekatharra Police Station (same as I have done on a number of previous occasions) until the new OIC: Senior Sergeant Tom Daly, arrives here in the coming weeks.
Senior Sergeant Daly is very much looking forward to arriving in Meekatharra and is very keen to keep things moving
in the right direction, by maintaining community engagement, keeping the community safe and providing a quality
and timely Police response to any matters/incidents arising.

Probably most important of all is to be mindful of children
returning to school in the coming weeks at the conclusion
of the school holidays and reduce your speed in areas
where children are known to frequent and cross roads on
their way to and from school.

Our former OIC: Senior Sergeant Mitch Howard, completed
his Meekatharra tenure recently and has since transferred
over to Carnarvon Police Station as the new OIC. We would
like to wish Senior Sergeant Howard all the very best for
the future and thank him for his strong commitment to
policing the town of Meekatharra over the previous 2 x
years.

Also, please keep an eye out for our marked traffic vehicle
which has all the ‘bells and whistles’ and is equipped with
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology.
This allows Police to detect suspended/unauthorised drivers, stolen vehicles, vehicles with expired vehicle registrations and work orders, in addition to alerting Police re any
outstanding warnings for both vehicles and associated persons, all done whilst we drive around town conducting routine patrols and inquiries.

From a policing perspective, it has been business as usual
here in Meekatharra with officers responding to a diverse
range of incidents during the month of January. A large
number of residents departed Meekatharra prior to Xmas
in order to visit family and loved ones in Perth, Geraldton,
Newman and various other locations and we are slowly
starting to see them return. Irrespective of it being the festive season, it is a timely reminder to everyone to ensure
you lock/secure all doors and windows and secure any
items of value at your property,
should you be away from Meekatharra for an extended period. It is highly
recommended that you inform your
neighbours and your family members
of your intended absence and you
can also advise Meekatharra Police
by attending (in person) at our front
counter and providing your details.

Finally, I encourage all community members to contact
Police and report any suspicious activity, no matter how
minor or insignificant you believe it to be. Too often we
hear of people not wanting to report incidents for reasons
such as ‘it takes too long to report’ and/or people believing
their matter is not important
enough to notify Police. Rest assured, if we receive accurate and
timely reports from members of the
community, Police will gain a greater appreciation of where crimes/
incidents are occurring, in addition
to where and when our local
offenders are operating, therefore
directing our resources/response
(using ongoing hi-visibility patrols)
within that particular area.

As outlined within previous Meeka
Dust articles, I would like to take this
opportunity remind all road users to
exercise caution and to take care on
our roads. All road users are advised
to be mindful of the regular (and ongoing) movement of road trains and
heavy transport/mining equipment
through Meekatharra and to exercise
caution when out and about. Please
be patient, plan your journey, allow
for any unexpected delays and be
courteous to your fellow road users.

Until next month, look after yourselves and your family, take care
and stay safe.
Keith FAY – Acting Senior Sergeant
11521 – Officer In Charge – Meekatharra Police Station.
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YOUTH SERVICES
The Youth Services Team have had one ripper of a holiday
season. They spent the days doing arts, craft, swimming,
playing sports, watching movies and enjoying time together.

range of kids by doing a wide range
of activities. The team work hard to
engage each and every young person that comes in and builds strong,
meaningful relationships.

The young people had many exciting things happen while at
the youth centre these school holidays. They celebrated
birthdays, one of which included our very own Lachie who
celebrated in style with ice cream cake at the pool. The staff
introduced the kids to some classic Aussie movies which definitely left the kids with something to talk about. They ate
delicious cupcakes made by some very nice and generous
guests. Played volleyball at the pool, played a few basketball
competitions and worked on their techniques with the Youth
Services staff and the Fair Game crew.

Now that school has gone back the program hours will go
back to normal, providing after school and evening activities
for the young people in town. The term one program includes swimming (of course!), arts, music, sport and so much
more. There is really something for everyone. Kids Zone will
be up and running two afternoons a week, providing a place
for the younger youth centre participants to play and create
their own fun. This program will involve crafts, play ground
time, cooking and creating interesting ‘recipes’ in the mud
kitchen.

The Fair Game team came to Meeka for three days to play
sports with the kids, enjoy cooking activities and provide new
and exciting activities for the youth centre participants. The
Fair Game team are volunteers from Perth who travel to regional and remote towns promoting sports while using the
equipment we have. They help the young people use their
imaginations to create their own games. They support the
young people make healthy life choices with exercise and
eating habits. Fair Game is a valued service that comes to
Meekatharra, the kids love seeing them and spending time
with the caring, selfless volunteers who come.

During January we have said goodbye to Lainey, who was
supporting the Youth Services team over the holidays. Lainey
has been a great addition to the team. Supporting the kids
and staff in all aspects of the program. She enjoyed hanging
out with the youth centre participants in the art room and in
Kids Zone. We really appreciate the hard work Lainey put
into her work and hope to see her again soon!
We said a big hello to Jada who has come on board as a
Youth Officer in the Youth Centre. She has so many skills that
can be used in her work and we are looking forward to seeing all she will achieve. Since Jada has come on board she has
been a constant part of the team, showing up each day excited to build relationships with the young people. She has
been a great addition to the team!

The staff are feeling refreshed and ready to get back into
supporting the kids heading to school for another year.
The school holiday program has extended hours to keep the
kids of Meeka entertained and engaged throughout the sixweek long summer holiday break. The staff cater to a wide
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MURALS IN MEEKA
In 2021 the Shire if funding Mural Projects to happen
within Meekatharra. We are currently looking for artists
who have the ability to design, plan and paint a mural
on a significant area in town, such as the side of the Picture Garden’s or the Skatepark and other places around
town. These murals are aimed to make Meekatharra
livelier, incorporating local artwork into the town’s atmosphere. Artwork around towns create a sense of passion and community, creating things to look at, talk
about and discover. The murals are
aimed to make
places that
seemed bland
come to life and
create contrast
between the murals and the landscape. Art in public space allows
viewing access to

everyone at all times.
Artists will work with the Shire to create a design and
pick a location for the mural. The close relationship will
create an expressive, valuable piece of art.
If you are or know someone who would be interested
please get in contact with the Shire on 9880 0600 or
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au. We would like to hear ideas and designs from the community.
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WHAT WE RECYCLE
Saturday morning). Take the lids off and give those to
us separately.

We sometimes get asked what we can and can’t recycle here
in Meeka and what happens with it. Since the recycling market has changed over the last couple of years here’s an update:



CARDBOARD


household cardboard is fine but commercial quantities can sometimes
overwhelm our small volunteer numbers and short opening hours



small amounts of tape or staples are
not a problem



needs to be free of food residues (the
cheesy leftover pizza carton may need
to go in the bin)



we cut this up and bale it in our big
crusher, put it on a pallet and ship it to Perth where it
gets included in the international recycling market to
be made into more boxes, cartons or paper towel for
example.



PLASTIC
We can take grades 1 (PET) and 2 (HDPE) – check the
bottom of your plastic container for that little triangle with the number in it



Number 1s (PET) are your water and soft drink
bottles and some fruit punnets and detergent
bottles. Make sure they’re empty and give us the
lids separately.



Number 2s (HDPE) are your milk bottles and some
shampoo or detergent bottles. Due to more stringent export markets we can only
take
white-ish
coloured ones, no
other
colours.
Please rinse them
(the smell of a
cheesy milk bottle
is too much on a

Most water and soft drink bottles as well as ice
coffees are worth 10c so we drop them off to Yulella
under the Container Deposit Scheme



The milk bottles, big water bottles and fruit punnets etc are separated into their plastic grades,
crushed in our big balers and shipped to Perth where
they get included in the international recycling market
and made into plastic pellets to be made into more
bottles, carpets, clothing, outdoor furniture and decking etc.
There are other plastic grades (e.g. cordial bottles are
often #3, take away or
yoghurt
containers
might be #5) but we
can’t recycle these. Try
to reduce the usage of
these or reuse them
somehow (do an internet search on how to
upcycle them and you’ll
find lots of inspiration).
Soft plastics can be
turned into Eco Bricks –
have a look online on
how to do it.

ALUMINIUM CANS

Removalist packing boxes get put aside. If you’re moving town and need some boxes let us know.
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all your beer and soft drinks cans



doesn’t matter if they’re a bit crushed



please empty them



we drop these off to Yulella and get 10c per can –
thank you!

FOOD TIN CANS


e.g. crushed tomatoes, coconut milk, cat food
tins etc



just make sure they’re empty and rinsed



we crush these in our baler, ship them off to
Perth where they’re sold to local markets to be
made into new steel cans

GLASS


we take beer stubbies and anything that’s
worth 10c. We drop these off to Yulella to be
included in the Container Deposit Scheme



make sure they’re empty, no cigarette butts or
leftover slices of lime, bottle tops off.



we can’t recycle wine bottles unfortunately.
But there are crafty ways to repurpose them at
home! Maybe a craft project for you and the
kids?



glass jars or drinking glasses we can resell in
our secondhand shop, just make sure they’re
clean, preferably with the label removed

JUICE BOXES / FLAVOURED MILK CONTAINERS


if it’s got the “10c” refund written on it then we
take it



make sure they’re empty, give them a quick
rinse



lids off, straws removed



we drop these off to Yulella to be included in the Container Deposit Scheme

What about PAPER? NEWSPAPER? MAGAZINES? We try and
reuse them for craft projects but there’s only so many papier
mache bowls and magazine baskets we can make. Try and
reuse them at home, there are lots of great things you can
make with them. Paper can be cut up into shopping list note
pads or composted and newspaper is useful for many things.

Meeka Goes Greens Crusher

What about STYROFOAM? Unfortunately we
can’t recycle this. We have a bit of a collection
though – any idea what we might be able to do
with it?
Got other THINGS you no longer need? Drop it off
and donate it to our Second Hand Shop. One
man’s trash is another man’s treasure!
How do we pay for the freight to Perth? We have
partnered with Ruggies Recycling, part of the
Children’s Hospital Foundation who have negotiated free freight through Toll Transport for us.
Our hero Ronnie Bell picks up the bales from the
recycling centre as well as from Farmer Jacks and
puts them on a truck to Perth. 50% of the recycling revenue from everything going to Perth gets
donated to the hospital foundation. We’ve donated $5,861 to them already, yay! Win win!
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The global recycling market has
taken a nose dive
over the last few
years since China
and other Asian
countries decided
to stop being the
dumping ground
for the world’s
messy recycling.
They set more
stringent quality
requirements and
increased
their
controls
hence
everything needs
to be clean and
sorted with minimal
contamination. Through decreased demand
and oversupply of
materials the prices plummeted and the material is worth
pretty much nothing anymore.

Meeka Goes Green Second Hand Shop

garden or magazines for craft

It’s still good to keep the resources in the loop rather than
just losing them to landfill though, hence we continue to sort
and bale up the materials. The Container Deposit Scheme has
come just at the right time for us though to provide an alternative source of income, increase the number of people who
now recycle and allow us to also take beer stubbies. Hooray!

projects or big water bottles to make planters or pallets to
build a bench feel free to swing past and take some!
Do you have any other ideas how we might be able to use
materials locally? Perhaps shred cardboard for mulch? Crush
glass bottles for road base? Shred and melt other plastics and
shape bowls or planters? Use tin cans for plants? Build furniture out of pallets? If you have an idea, handy skills or a question we’re all ears. You can leave a post on Facebook/
meekagoesgreen,
send
us
an
email
at
meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop into the Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturdays 9-11am. Also, come to our
monthly Upcycling Workshops. They’re awesome. First Saturday of each month at 11am.

How do we pay for the freight to Perth? We have partnered
with Ruggies Recycling, part of the Children’s Hospital Foundation who have negotiated free freight through Toll
Transport for us. Our hero Ronnie Bell picks up the bales
from the recycling centre as well as from Farmer Jacks and
puts them on a truck to Perth. 50% of the recycling revenue
from everything going to Perth gets donated to the hospital
foundation. We’ve donated $5,861 to them already, yay! Win
win!

Images from:

We do try and come up with savvy ideas to reuse the materials locally though. So if you want some cardboard for your

https://medium.com/@tgmenvironmentaluk/recyclingcardboard-ecf8e9484b0
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/05/20/Can-Irecycle-this-The-push-to-make-plastic-packaging-labellingtransparent
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/You-and-your-home/
Waste-and-recycling/Recycling/Recycling-bins/Glass
https://sn56.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/040918/shouldwe-get-money-for-recycling-cans-and-bottles.html
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GARDENS WITH SAL,
THE GARDEN GAL
and truly died but I was happy to see a few sturdy contenders
staying strong! Here’s a few that surpassed expectation:
Warrigal Greens – we have dedicated a bed to this beauty
and it’s very well worth it. Warrigal greens or NZ spinach is
actually a native plant. It grows in coastal locations all over
Australia and in NZ also. This plant is a total powerhouse!
They grow very easily from cuttings, withstand hot and dry
temperatures, need very little water and are also delicious to
eat! Young leaves can be eaten raw and the larger ones can
Hello to the wonderful people of Meekatharra and
beyond,
I hope that your year has been off to a good start,
that much rest has been taken and precious time
spent with family near and far.
This weather we are experiencing has been a pleasant surprise- who would have predicted low 30’s in
late January!? There really were some stinking hot
days over the past months though, even at my
home in South Greenough. I hope everyone spent
them inside in the aircon or under a shady tree,
something I have neither of yet!
It feels great to be back in Meeka and in the garden
keeping busy. Aunty Pam and Pop Geoff cared for
our garden so well over the holidays- thank you
both so much as always for your hard work, I am
always grateful!

be added to stir-fry’s, soups, anything in place of regular
store bought spinach. Be sure to blanch the leaves or ensure
they are cooked in your meal before consumption.

Our garden definitely felt the heat that’s for sure. All of our
annual crops (tomatoes, zucchini, pumpkin and parsley) well

Sweet potato – the humble sweet potato, this has become
one of my absolute favourite crops in
the garden! They are so easy to propagate: take one leaf from the vine,
add into a jar of water and within
days you will see roots form. Simply
plant them out and let them grow!
Sweet potatoes are very low maintenance, they require low water and act
as a ground cover which is great for
our hot climate. They are ready to
harvest within around 3 months from
planting. Look for new lead growth on
the vine and that’s an indicator to
collect. One sweet potato vine will
grow around 1-2kg of spuds! What’s
not to love about that?
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Passionfruit – We planted a Nellie Kellie passionfruit vine in
our EON school garden and it took over a year for it to get
going, but now that it has what a sight for sore eyes! It’s best
to plant passionfruit in the cooler months as they tend to
stress in the heat, however once they settle into their new
home they take off and you reap the tasty rewards! It has
been said that you should dig sheep or chicken livers into the
roots when you plant them. I would love to hear your success
stories if you’ve tried this method. Good old manure and
dynamic lifter seems to work for me.

The year ahead
looks bright and
I’m so looking
forward
to
getting back into
the garden and
kitchen with the
Meeka kids!
For now, take
care and I hope
that the year
ahead is kind to
us all. I look forward to chatting gardens with you again
soon.

Rosemary – a rosemary shrub is so versatile in your garden, it
complements your cooking in the kitchen, keeps pests away
like mozzies and flies and is super resilient to our weather. Its
so easy to propagate too: Find a healthy parent plant from a
neighbour or friend and take a cutting from the new growth
(you will see this as its brighter green and less woody) however woody cuttings will work too. Next, remove the lower
leaves from the branches that will be in the soil and then
plant directly into damp, well composted soil. Keep them in a
shaded part of your garden and be sure to water frequently.
Within around a month you will have yourself a new rosemary plant.

Images from:
https://www.organicgardener.com.au/blogs/growing-warrigalgreens
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/109066/sweet-potatomicrobiome-research-important-first-step-towards-improving-yield/
https://www.evineyardapp.com/blog/2017/05/30/overview-ofgrapevine-structure-and-function/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/home/resolve-to-grow-a
-better-rosemary-plant-your-dinner-guests-will-thankyou/2017/01/03/f97df348-c6e3-11e6-85b576616a33048d_story.html
https://www.thespruceeats.com/passionfruit-butter-recipe-256186

Grape vine – I was very surprised to see how well the grape
vines did in the EON school garden in Mount Magnet. We
enjoyed so many delicious grapes last year from it and even
now, during the hotter months, it’s standing bright and
strong. They hold their own against the summer sun and
have created a gorgeous shady entry into our garden. I will
be sure to take cuttings and plant in our own garden here in
Meeka.
All of the above plants were grown from cuttings or seedgardening and plants can be a very inexpensive hobby and
the rewards of your labour at the end are well worth it.
If anyone would like me to share some cuttings, seeds or gardening tips and tricks be sure to reach out and let me know.
My best contact is email; sally.dighton@eon.org.au.
As they say, happiness is only real when shared!
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Mission Australia’s Alcohol and Other Drug Outreach Worker in Meekatharra,
Robert Binsiar
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AUSTRALIA DAY POOL PARTY
On Australia Day we celebrated the Public Holiday in the best
way, a BBQ at the pool. Andrew was a whiz on the BBQ,
keeping up with the demand. We had yummy salads from the
Caravan Park; potato, pasta and garden salads. The food was
served by our lovely volunteers for the day. The community
spirit was high throughout the day. Everyone pitching in
where they could, being so polite and cheerful to have day
off from work.

Thanks to all those who helped out, Andrew, Andrea, Fordy,
Sarah, Michelle and Jo. Your help was very much appreciated! They helped out with cooking the food, serving, set up/
pack up and taking these amazing photos. Events like these
cannot happen without the help and support of people within the community. These incredible individuals gave up their
public holiday to help make others so much more fun! Thanks
again to all those who gave a helping hand, you are all truly
remarkable people.

We spent the day on the inflatable toys, playing basketball
and volleyball, spending time with family and friends, and
enjoying the sunshine. The kids and adults all had a great
time relaxing by the pool and listening to DJ Fordy’s epic
playlist. The weather could not have been more perfect for a
BBQ by the pool, we had a dip in the pool before lying in the
shade to relax and enjoy the afternoon. Of course, the kids
spent most the time playing games and swimming until the
pool closed.
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021
th

19 January, 16thFebruary, 16th March, 20th April, 18th May, 22nd June
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The Meekatharra Seventh
Day Adventist Church
(McCleary Street) invites
you to join us in a weekly
service for all ages from
10am Saturday mornings

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm
Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on
bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
or call on 99811253
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Please ensure whilst exercising your dog to pick up
any waste and dispose of

in the bins provided.
FREE Waste Bags are now
available from the Shire
Office.
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THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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IMPORTANT DATES

February 2021
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Yoga 6pm
Mama D’s Hair Care
Visiting

Mama D’s Hair Care Mama D’s Hair Care Mama D’s Hair Care Mama D’s Hair Care
Visiting
Visiting
Visiting
Visiting
360 Health
Community

WACHS Dietician &
Geraldton Radiology
@ Hospital

360 Health
Community

Meeka Goes Green
Recycling
9am-11am
Upcycling Workshop
11am

Diabetic ED @ Clinic

8

9
Yoga 6pm

GRAMS Midwife @
Clinic

15

10

Pediatrician @
Hospital

12

GRAMS Midwife @
Clinic

16
Yoga 6pm

11

Meeka Goes Green
Recycling
9am-11am

17

18

19

ICDC
Physiotherapist &
ICDC Podiatrist @
Hospital

23
Yoga 6pm
Lions Outback
Vision Van

20

14
Valentine's Day

21

Ordinary Council
Meeting
Meeka Goes Green
Recycling
9am-11am

ICDC Dietician @
Clinic

22

13

24

25

26

WACHS
Physiotherapist @
Hospital

27
Meeka Goes Green
Recycling
9am-11am

Lions Outback
Vision Van
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