
  

 

MARCH 2021 | ISSUE NO.335 COST $2.50 

Hon Kyle McGinn MLC (Member for Mining and Pastoral Region), Jo Bonnily, Cherie Sibisado (Labor Candidate for the North 
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CRC receives $15K for upgraded furniture 
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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 
 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642  
 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra  for 2021 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

16 January 4th 

20 February 5th 

20 March 5th 

17 April 1st 

15 May 30th 

26 June 11th 

17 July 2nd 

21 August 6th  

18 September 3rd 

16 October 1st 

20 November 5th 

17 December 3rd 
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT 

DOG CONTROL 

When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure you are in complete control of your animal 
at all times and dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by Council. 

The Shire of Meekatharra provide the Town Oval as the only off-lease exercise area in town—at all 
other locations your dog must, according to law, be collared and restrained. 

To allow your dog to be unrestrained in public is an offence in the Dog Act 1976. 

Being responsible for a dog that attacks a person causing injury is also an offence which attracts a 
significant penalty of up to $10,000. 

Please be a responsible pet owner—keep your dog restrained when exercising them to avoid both 
injury to bystanders, and significant penalties, and please pick up any droppings left behind. Nobody 
wants to step in that!! 

The Shire of Meekatharra support the neutering and desexing of pets to reduce the number  of 
strays, and provide sponsorship to the Murdoch Veterinary Clinic to attend Meekatharra to provide 
this service at no cost to health care card holders. Additionally, the Shire fund regular visiting vet 
service—Newman Veterinary Clinic—to the value of $5,000 to neuter the pets of health care card 
holders at no cost to the owner. 

Local residents can access this service by attending the Shire Office to present your Health Care Card 
and prove registration. You will be issued with a voucher for the appropriate service at the visiting 
clinic. 

Further info, contact Tralee at the Shire—99800609 

STREET LIGHT FAULTS & OUTAGES 

If you notice any issues with street lights, faults or damage 

call Horizon Power’s 24/7 Fault Line on   

1800 264 914 
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Note from the Editor 
Happy Autumn everyone! Hope we are all enjoying the slightly cooler weather that has come our way and hope it lasts. 

February was a jam packed month, so many positive things have happened within our community. School started back 

up with a few new teachers and many returning ones, we had a camera crew in town filming a documentary (more on 

page 10 & 11), the Youth Centre and Kids Zone have had so much fun, we had a few movie nights, the cops put on a 

footy game and so much more. This edition of the Dust is full of all these stories and information on upcoming events, 

and where to find them (more on page 13). 

 March is set to be a great month, we have a movie night for us adults, Mama D’s Hair Care is coming back to 

 town, the CRC are putting on a cemetery clean up, the Meeka Markets will be back up and running. It will be a 

 community filled exciting month. 

 Have a great month and remember if you want to put an article in the Dust please get in contact. 

The Editor 
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Suspension Bridge in Meeka 

Investigations will start again into a suspension bridge 

over Luke’s Pit, located below the lookout. Back in 2005 

the project started over a different mining pit but was put 

to rest in 2007 because the pit was still under mining 

lease. Council approved $70, 000 to start the investiga-

tions into the feasibility of the project. The bridge would 

connect onto the established walk trails creating a longer 

more unique walk trail experience. Given the length of 

the pit this would be the longest single span pedestrian 

suspension bridge in Australia which will create plenty of 

tourism buzz.  

Meekatharra is part of the Murchison GeoRegion, which is 

already a tourism draw but adding this bridge to our list of 

attractions will be a bonus. With all of the sites to see in 

Meeka, we will be place where people want to take their 

holiday and stay a bit longer. The increase in tourism will 

benefit the town as a whole. 

If the project is to go ahead an estimated $1.5-$2 million 

will be spent to create this unique experience in the mid-

dle of the outback. 

Youth Services 

The Youth Services Team created a massive pro-

gram over the January school holidays. They had 

visits from the Tacking Smoking Team and Fair 

Game to keep the young people of the town 

engaged in a positive program. The team did 

many of the usual activities but added some new 

one into the mix. The team ran table tennis com-

petitions and painting. There were many visiting 

families which meant attendance was up and 

remained steady the whole month of January. 

Once school returns they are looking at creating 

a music program with the many talented local artists. They also want to introduce softball and more cricket into the 

weekly program. The Youth Services Team pride themselves on creating the diverse program which they implement 

each week. 

Gymkhana Donation 

The Gymkhana is all set to go ahead this year on April 10th. The committee have been working hard to make this year’s 

event twice as excellent as last years was cancelled due to COVID restrictions. The Council donated $1, 000 towards the 

event set to add excitement to the already full events calendar. The Gymkhana has been a yearly event in Meekatharra and 

rely on support from donations to keep this volunteer club up and running. 

COUNCIL NEWS 
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Shade Sails at Small Wheels Park 

The shade sails at the Small Wheels Park 

are getting a makeover. The new shade 

sails will be stronger and sturdier to 

withstand the sometimes unpredictable 

and strong Meekatharra weather. The 

shades will provide more coverage for 

the skate  park all year around.  

Lloyds Update 

At their February meeting, Council agreed to an appli-

cation from Mr Andrew Binsiar to lease the Gallery at 

Lloyds.  This represents a significant milestone with 4 

of the 5 lettable properties within the complex now 

leased. 

Each of these lease agreements have notionally indi-

cated a key handover date of 1st March, with a hopeful 

opening of 1st April 2021.  

Each of the tenants are 

now working very hard to 

meet this date. 

Chris Clancy and Kadisen 

King were successful in 

their application to oper-

ate the Café space, and 

are planning their logistics 

and menus as we speak.  

We wait with baited 

breath to see what they 

will call the shop, and 

can’t wait to sit at a table 

to order a chicken and 

salad sandwich with a flat 

white. 

Nikie DeRosiers has published her schedule for the 

next year so bookings can be planned well in advance, 

and the Shire team is working on options to see the 

salon utilised for other personal care services in the 

weeks that Nikie is not in Meekatharra.  We are looking 

for a beautician or masseuse, or any other similar disci-

pline - make your recommendations and suggestions – 

all are welcome. 

Internet Update 

The Shire is still working closely with Node 1 from Geraldton to provide cabled internet services to either the Shire 

office, or to Lloyds, with a commitment from Node 1 they will also install a fixed wireless solution in town.  This will 

mean high speed and reliable internet services in the very near future for every home in Meekatharra.  There have 

been some delays due to COVID (of course – hasn’t everything been slowed down due to COVID?), the Christmas break, 

and working with Telstra provisioning.  

This should provide the CRC with some much-needed internet oomph to operate their many and varied services, and to 

allow the Conference Room to be the vital piece of infrastructure needed to support those studying or working from 

Meekatharra to participate in the wider flattened world of commerce. 
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OUTBACK CAR HUNTERS 

Over the Labour Day long weekend, we had a film 

crew in Meekatharra filming a show called Outback 

Car Hunters. This show is documentary about two 

car enthusiasts travelling in the Western Australian 

outback looking for old, run-down cars that they 

are restore. The car fanatics, GT and Dave, travel to 

places they have never been, and to some they 

haven’t heard of, to find these hidden treasures. 

The show concentrates on the importance of telling 

the stories of the cars, how they came to be where 

they are and who used to drive them. They put a 

strong emphasis on building relationships with local 

people who know about cars to help them find the 

gems hidden away in shed or on stations. 

Within the team travelling around there are five 

people, two Presenters, two Film Crew and the 

Producer, Nathan. Nathan first thought of the show 

and then pitched it to the Discovery Channel. Once 

it was all set to go ahead he contacted GT and 

Dave, who of course said absolutely! GT and Dave 

are genuinely interested in the cars, they have both 

worked on magazines which focus on cars and oth-

er motor vehicles in the Eastern states. They are 

good mates who have shared this common interest 

for a number of 

years, so work-

ing on this show 

together must 

be a dream 

come true! Both 

of the present-

ers have experi-

ence in doing up 

cars and know 

what to look for 

while they are 

searching. GT 

and Dave are so 

friendly, down 

to earth guys 

who love getting 

to know people 

and enjoying 

the experiences 

that Outback 

Car Hunters provide.  

The filming will take place over three months as the 

team travel around Western Australia to find the 

cars and then bring them back to Perth to restore. 

Before coming to a town Nathan communicates 

with some of the locals and truly makes the cars 

seen on the show a surprise for the Car Hunters. He 

has spent months prepping for the show and net-

working with locals with older cars. 

When arriving in Meekatharra, the team had al-

ready been travelling for 11 days starting from 

Perth. The team were lucky enough to spend time 

in a fabulous Perth hotel for two weeks as they did 

their mandatory quarantine above entry into WA. 

I’m sure this is not how they imagined their first 

two weeks in our beautiful state. Once they were 

able to travel they took off exploring parts of the 

Wheatbelt and Goldfields regions, seeing Kalgoorlie

-Boulder, Merredin, Northam, Kellerberrin and 

many more towns along the way. These towns have 

shown some of what WA has to offer by uncovering 

some pretty amazing cars for GT and Dave to gush 

over.  
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While in Meekatharra the car hunters crew visited 

Peace Gorge, the Lookout, the pubs and drove around 

taking in the sites of Meekatharra. They found a few 

cars in our region but had to keep them a secret due to 

the owner’s privacy and keeping the show a surprise 

until it aired. I know that I will be waiting for our epi-

sode to air to see where they went in Meeka and to see 

if I can recognise anyone. Once they had filmed the 

search for the cars they stopped in for a quick drink at 

the Commie. 

While at the Commie, they filmed a scene of the pre-

senters walking in and grabbing a drink from Horrie. 

The Producer said that they love showing off country 

pubs and were very excited to film in Meekatharra. 

They took footage of the presenters driving and walking 

in, the pubs features and some of the pub’s regulars. 

They wanted to show off what makes small, country 

towns unique by showing where people hang out, the 

good people in the towns and the laidback lifestyle we 

all love 

here in 

Meeka-

tharra. 

Outback 

Car 

Hunters 

is a Discovery Channel show set to air in July in the UK 

with millions of people set to watch. The show aims to 

inform those from the UK, Russia, Scandinavia and all 

the other places about the beauty of Australia and what 

kind of cars we have in the outback. We may take for 

granted the beauty and space we have here but where 

the show will be aired the audience will find this shock-

ing. The three months of filming will leave them with 

ten episodes, each episode concentrating on a different 

region with in Western Australia. I think Meekatharra 

will get a big shout out given our friendly locals and our 

incredible cars.  
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The new Shire website has many helpful docu-

ments and information on it. But did you know we 

have the upcoming local events on it? We regularly 

update the events pages to add all the upcoming 

events in town. 

We include Shire held events, upcoming medical 

specialists, community events and other things 

that happen around town. 

So when you want to find out what is happen-

ing, check out this page to find all the infor-

mation you will need.  

The events on the website now include movie 

nights, markets, Meeka Goes Green upcycling 

workshops and many more. 

Check out the website: 

 https://www.meekashire.wa.gov.au/ 

If you have an event coming up that you would 

like to add please email Amy on 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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February has been a more relaxed 

month with school going back and 

the extended hours finished for the 

Youth Services Team. The team have 

planned for an engaging and exciting 

term which the young people of 

Meekatharra have been thoroughly 

enjoying. This term has consisted of 

swimming, basketball, crafts, cooking 

and movie nights. 

The Stephen Michael team came up 

with to participate in the program by 

facilitating an indoor cricket competi-

tion with the Karalundi students. The 

young people and staff got a lot out 

of the afternoon learning about crick-

et and spending time together.  

Kids Zone has been extremely 

exciting this month. They have 

done painting, cooking, making 

more mud ‘desserts’ and cas-

tles, decorating masks and so 

many other fun activities. They re-

cently purchased a healthy eating 

puzzle which the young people com-

pleted super-fast, learning at the 

same time about the different food 

groups. 

Mission Australia had a blast with the 

kids playing basketball and enjoying a 

BBQ dinner. This event was a great 

relationship builder and created a 

relaxed environment for the 

young people. 

YOUTH SERVICES 
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Meekatharra Pharmacy 
72 Main Street, Meekatharra WA 6642 

 

New and Exciting 

We hope everyone had a nice and comfortable change into 

school and work life. As we settle into the new year, we have 

introduced specials prices for some products and more ex-

citing new products are in store now! 

Win a prize valued over $50 

Follow us on Facebook for a chance to win a makeup prize, 

valued over $50! Our Facebook page offers health advices, 

lets you know specials and new products!  

All followers will be eligible for the prize draw. Winner will 

be announced on April 1st!  

Follow us to keep up to date with all the latest news. Face-

book.com/meekatharrapharmacy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mosquito and other Bug Bites 

With all the great rain we’ve had in town over the past 

month it has also brought upon us pesky insects. Their bites 

can cause some bad swelling, itching and discomfort and can 

carry nasty diseases such as Ross River virus, Barmah Forest 

virus, Kunjin virus and Murray Valley Encephalitis virus, 

which is potentially fatal. 

What is the best way to protect yourself? 

• Cover up. By wearing light colored, long, loose fitting 

clothes, you are less likely to be bitten. 

• Insect Repellent. Repellents which contain the active 

ingredients DEET and picaridin are effective. Read the 

labels and choose repellents suitable for yourself and 

your children. 

Available at the pharmacy is a wide selection of insect repel-

lents, some are suitable for children 12 months and up! We 

also have a large range of anti-itch creams, antiseptic creams 

and oral antihistamines. 

Come in and say Hi!  

Monday – Friday: 9am-5pm 

Saturday – 9am-1pm  

Meekatharra Pharmacy carry a range of vitamins & supplements, first aid supplies, 

quit smoking products, suncare, hair, skin & nail care items, ear and eye products, 

perfumes, cosmetics, jewelry, gifts, baby items, hats, sunglasses, readers and 

cleaning products. We also provide professional services such as prescription han-

dling, webster packing, free blood pressure checks, medschecks, vaccinations, ear 

piercing, Diabetes supplies and lots more.  (P) 08 9980 1798  
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POLITICIANS IN TOWN 

Just a head of election time we had visits from Hon Kyle 
McGinn MLC (Member for Mining and Pastoral Region), 
Cherie Sibisado (Labor Candidate for the North West) 
and Hon Roger Cook MLA (Minister for Health). The poli-
ticians visited many places within Meekatharra included 
the new patient transfer centre at the RFDS 
base, the CRC and the hospital.  

The CRC were promised $15, 000 for upgraded 
furniture when they move into their new space 
in Lloyds Plaza. This will be a much need up-
grade and will match the new space. The CRC is 
a great resource for Meekatharra and deserves 
to have a fresh new look. 

The patient transfer facility at the RFDS base 
was opened last year  and has attracted many 
Politicians to have a look through it. 

The Yulella Aboriginal  Corporation was prom-
ised funding for a new community garden. 

There is also a $13.3 million commitment to 
build a new  hospital for the town which is much 

needed. This amount is a further $8.5 million on top of 
what was promised and will go towards earthworks 
which will speed up the upgrade to the new hospital. 
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In February the Youth Services Team put on two mov-

ies for the community; Spiderman – into the Spi-

derverse and Pan. Both movies were selected to ap-

peal to a wide range of people. During both movies 

there were beanbags and yoga mats to lay on as you 

take in the epic screen we have in the Town Hall. 

For the Spiderman movie we made meatball subs 

which were so delicious, we saw many people coming 

back for seconds (some even for thirds). The team look 

lots of care in making this meal for the movie goers to 

enjoy. During Pan we got to enjoy yummy yummy na-

chos with homemade guacamole. Our new popcorn 

machine also made an appearance for these movies. 

The team made bags to give out as the movie played 

and of course ate handfuls in the process. 

There is a lot of work that gets put into the movie 

nights, we are very lucky to a very dedicated team to 

put these on. Thanks to everyone who came to events. 

We had a blast and we hope you did too. If you have 

any suggestions for movie nights please let us know, 

we love getting suggestions for awesome movies. 

Keep an eye out on the town notice boards and Face-

book for our next family movie nights. 

Our next movie night will be for the adults on the 19th 

of March. Will be watching Freaky which is a horror/

comedy movie, it will be incredibly funny. We will pro-

vide dinner, popcorn and soft drink all for $10. 

What a great way to spend a Friday night. 

MOVIE NIGHTS 
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How lucky are we here in Meekatharra, in Western Australia, 
in Australia, that we have such a safe country with pretty 
much no locally transmitted Covid-19 and therefore can 
move around oh so freely compared to other parts 
of the globe?  

This past year has certainly been very interesting 
and different. And whilst the whole world would 
probably agree that we’d prefer life without pan-
demics, the border closures have done one thing: 
it’s opened the eyes of many Australians to the 
beauty of their own backyard. 

We all need a break every now and again. Whether 
it’s a break from work, from the heat and flies, from 
family, from small town politics - it’s important to 
get away and recharge the batteries. To explore, to 
experience novelty, to take a breath.  

And where could you do that better than in the 
stunning landscapes of Western Australia? 

We are so lucky with the variety of scenery and 
climate zones here in WA and Australia. You want 
beaches? Easy. Lush forest? Tick. Alpine mountains? Yupp. 
Metropolitan cities? Sure. Remote desert? Heaps. Vineyards 
and food bowls? Yum, yes! Adventurous Outback tracks? So 
many, try not to get lost. Is there anything Australia doesn’t 
have? 

It’s funny that it took a global pandemic for many Aussies to 
stop flocking to Bali every year and to instead discover their 
immediate surroundings. 

Environmentally (and yes of course we are exploring that – 
after all we are your friendly local sustainability group) it’s 
better to avoid the air plane and to holiday 
locally where possible. Walking or cycling are 
the most environmentally friendly “transport” 
methods however that ain’t gonna get you 
very far when you live in a remote little Out-
back town such as Meekatharra (maybe to the 
Lookout but not sure that counts as a 
“holiday”). The next best environmentally 
friendly transport method would be a train but 
once again that’s not an option here.  

So to get in and out of Meeka we have three 

options: the plane, the bus or the car. Which one is the 
best? Depends on many factors such as: where are you 
going, how much stuff are you carrying/transporting, 
how many people are travelling, how much money can 
you spend, how much time do you have? Generally 
planes emit more CO2 than cars, and cars in turn emit 
more CO2 than busses – per passenger. But number of 
people travelling, travel distance, fuel efficiency, the size 
of the car, whether it’s petrol, diesel, hybrid or electric 
(and if electric, what generated the electricity?) all make 
big differences to the CO2 emissions. 

According to ourworldindata.org (a great website!) Australia 
has one of the highest per capita CO2 emissions from domes-
tic and international aviation. Not surprising since the coun-

try is so large it takes hours or even days to get anywhere. 

So you need a break and want some inspiration? Instead of 
Bali, New York or Sydney consider these (in order of distance 
from Meeka): 

 Peace Gorge is as local as it gets and is a beautiful 
rocky granite area just a couple of kms west of Meeka. 
Pack your camping gear, find a private little corner and 
enjoy the starry skies and feel like you’re far away 
even though the town is just over the ridge. 

TRAVELLING LOCALLY 
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 There are nice waterholes in the region. Find your-
self a local and pick their brains to see which one 
has water in it at the moment. 

 Explore the ghost towns of Peak Hill, Nannine, Big Bell 
or try your hand at prospecting. Don’t fall into the 
mine shafts scattered around the landscape. 

 Want to experience true bush hospitality? Stay at a 
station stay such as Wooleen Station in the Murchi-
son. wastationstays.com.au has a map of stations 
stays in the region. 

 Mt Augustus is about 355km north-west of Meeka on 
the Landor Road. Heard of Uluru? Well our rock is big-
ger. Great long weekend trip away and great hiking. 

 Karijini National Park 600km north is incredible. From 
arid Outback above to lush, green gorges below and 
waterfalls in between. Just stunning. Great hikes for 
all abilities. 

 The Coral Coast from Cervantes to Exmouth gives you 
all the snorkelling you could wish for. Want to feed 
dolphins? Go to Monkey Mia. Swim with Manta Rays? 
Coral Bay is the spot. Measure yourself against the 
biggest fish and shark in the sea? The Ningaloo Reef 
has lots of them. 

 Prefer the city-scape with restaurants, cafes and 
shops? Geraldton and Newman are our closest larger 
towns and then there’s always Perth down the road. 

 To go further afield there’s the remote and beautiful 
Kimberley with tropical Broome, croc filled waterholes 
and boab trees (the trees are not croc filled, only the 
waterholes), or the lush south west with its vineyard, 
forests and pristine beaches. 

What other local travel tips do you have? What’s your favour-
ite destination in the region or in WA? Have you explored the 
most fuel efficient vehicles and are happy to share your find-

ings? You can leave a post on Facebook/meekagoesgreen, 
send us an email at meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop into 
the Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturdays 9-11am. 
Also, come to our monthly Upcycling Workshops. They’re 
awesome. First Saturday of each month at 11am. 

Photos by Svenja Clare. 
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LAST SWIM… FOR NOW 

Just a reminder that the pool closes for the season on the 31st of March. Make sure you get in your 

last swim before Fordy goes. The pool will reopen in October. 
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Meekatharra District High School has had a jam-packed 
fortnight with multiple whole school activities taking place.  

 Our Big Breakfast on Tuesday the 2nd of February was a 
great success with 39 family and community members turn-
ing up to the event. A big thanks to everyone who came 
down to make the morning such a wonderful whole school 
event.   

 On Friday 5th of February, the Meekatharra Swimming 
Pool was opened at 11am (thanks to the support of the 

Shire) and hosted a fun pool 
afternoon for all students. 
Staff and students persisted 
through the windy start to the 
afternoon and had a great 
time swimming and using the 
pool toys provided.    

Tuesday 9th of February was 
our BBQ lunch in which we had delicious hotdogs. This was 

followed by a wet and slippery afternoon on the slip-
pery slide.   

Friday 12th of February was the big finale to our re-
turn to school activities, the Colour Run. Pre-
PrimaryYear 2 students took part in an obstacle 
course whilst the Year 3-10's took part in a water pis-
tol fight and completed an agility course. A huge 
thank you to Mission Australia who kindly donated 
the shirts needed for the afternoon.  

BACK TO SCHOOL 

Above: Before Colour Run 

Right and Below: After Colour Run 
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Over the 
past few 
weeks we 
have 
been 
focusing 

on writing three letter words during our  literacy ses-
sions each morning and we have already seen a huge 
improvement with our    children. In Numeracy we have 
been focusing on counting to 100 through hands on 
learning and lots of games, play dough, painting and 
even cooking. In Science we have been learning about Earth 
and Space, including weather patterns and seasons of the 
year.  We have been focusing on our social and emotion 
wellbeing through weekly lessons using our Zones of  Regu-
lation and our PBS COOL values. We have enjoyed our fun 
whole school events including our very own ECE slip ‘n’ 

slide, BBQ, Colour 
run and pool day. 
We have made 
delicious nachos 
with Miss Sally 
from the EON 
foundation and 
kicked the footy 
with Wes and Roy 
from The Stephen 
Michael Founda-
tion. We look for-
ward to seeing 
Pastor Geoff this 
week and starting 
our swimming 
lessons next 
week.        

Miss Sophie and 
Year 1/2 

Hello to our Room 15 families. I am so excited to have some 
students continuing in my class and adding some beautiful 
new faces to Room 15 . We have had a very busy two weeks 
as we build new rules and routines with our students. Our 
Kindy group have done a fantastic job at learning and build-
ing connections in the classroom. Some highlights for them 
would be beginning to learn to identify their name and lots 
of craft activities. For our Pre-Primary Students I have to say 
how proud of them I am. They have taken our Kindy stu-
dents under their wing and are demonstrating some great 
independence in the classroom. We have been learning 
how to count to 10 and linking in ways to demonstrate 
numbers outside of a numeral. In Literacy we have started 

strong with building our early literacy skills. This term I have 
my home visits scheduled on a Wednesday between 11am 
and 12pm. In Week 4 we have a Meet the Teacher night 
and I would love to see as many families attend so we can 
show you the awesome work Room 15 have been doing.   

Miss Emily and Kindy/Pre-Primary 

Room 7 has had a fantastic start to the new year. We’ve 
made great friendships in our classroom, spent time build-
ing routines and we’re now beginning to see some incredi-
ble hands on learning. Our classroom is a place for active 
learners with lots of energy and life. This past fortnight we 
have started our new maths program, Top10, where we’ve 
been practicing our subitising skills with beanbag throw 
competitions and building Unifix towers to revise numbers 
that are greater than and less than one another. In English 
we’ve been working very hard on our handwriting and 
spelling. Outside the classroom we’ve enjoyed all our back 
to school activities especially the water play afternoon and 
colour run. We ran over obstacle courses, shot water pistols 
at one another, slid down slippery, bubbly slides and threw 
colourful powder 
at one another. 
Room 7 has also 
had several days 
of 100% attend-
ance and we can’t 
wait to continue 
this streak for the 
rest of the year.        

 Miss Pav and Year 
1/2          

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SCHOOL 
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This term has started off very busy in Room 4! We created a 
Wall About Us which we wrote what our goals are for the 
new school year, learnt about Chinese New Year in our 
reading comprehension and smash out our beginning of the 
year assessments. In Week 2, we have started focussing on 
place value in our Maths lessons and we have been using 
MAB blocks to create a range of fun designs and sculptures. 
We then had to work out how many ones, tens and hun-
dreds we used to create our designs. We all had a lot of fun 
and are excited to keep having hands-on fun in Maths!    

Miss Jackie and year 5/6 

Room 3 have started the year successfully, with three stu-
dents already having picked prizes last Friday for com-
pleting all set work for the week. We are analysing the 
structure of Short Stories in English and have discovered 
that we can learn the meaning of new words by their con-

text within a 
story. In Math-
ematics, we 
are learning 
about patterns 
in square, tri-
angular, prime 
and composite 
numbers. We 
discovered 
that the num-
ber of factors 
within square 
numbers are 
always odd! 
Chemistry is a 
lot of fun, as 
we are doing 
many mini 
experiments to 

try and identify the difference between physical and chemi-
cal change. In HASS, we are learning about the study of ar-
chaeology and the role it plays in dating the ancient arte-
facts which allow us to form a timeline of human history. 
Next week, we will be starting an investigation into our own 
family histories. Students will be constructing their own 
questions to ask of older relatives and collating that infor-
mation into a book.  

 Ms Sally and Year 7/8  

 What a busy but great start to Term 1! For Science, Room 6 
students have been exploring the reasons why we have day 
and night and what makes it happen. We have been read-
ing stories, watching videos and simulating day and night 
using a flash light and a model globe. For Maths, Room 6 
has been breaking down whole numbers into hundreds, 
tens and ones by presenting them in different forms. We 
have even created our very own place value robots!  

We can’t wait to learn lots and have fun this term!   

Miss Maria and Year 3/4  
 
The first two weeks in Room Two have flown by! My stu-
dents have been busy organising themselves and the class-
room for the busy year ahead.    

I have particularly enjoyed getting to know each of my stu-
dents. I place a big emphasis on relationship building, so the 
last two weeks, students have partaken in various getting to 
know you games and lots of laughter, learning and fun.    

This term students will be looking at a variety of different 
topics in subject areas. I am looking forward to all of these 
subjects and to teaching them in a enjoyable and engaging 
way.   

Mr Rhys and Year 9/10  
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NEW NAME PAVERS 

Outside of the Shire Office on Main Street 

we have a long line of Name Pavers on the 

outskirts on the pavement, these are names 

of people who have a special connection to 

Meekatharra and want to support the 

Meekatharra Outback Festival. 

The pavers come in two sizes – one brick or 

two bricks. You can choose which one you 

would prefer to leave your mark on Meeka-

tharra. 

Recently we received a few orders so we 

were able to put a few more pavers down. 

Our very own Rigby laid the pavers down in 

the middle of February, making our Name 

Paver trail slightly longer. 

The money raised from this activity goes 

directly to the Meekatharra Outback Festi-

val, to make sure that we can provide quali-

ty event for the community and keep costs 

down for those who attend. 

If you want to get your own Name Paver 

come into the Shire Office. 
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021 

19th January, 16thFebruary, 16th March, 20th April, 18th May, 22nd June 
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GARDENS WITH SAL, 

THE GARDEN GAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G’day Meeka and beyond, 

The last month has flown by it seems-  plenty of garden work 

has been done and many cooking classes held in our kitchen. 

The late Summer rains have been a treat! I’m certain he 

thirsty bush is grateful for the big down falls.Could a spectac-

ular wildflower season be on the cards? 

The rain brings much beauty, filling up dry riverbeds and re-

plenishing salt lakes. Driving through the bush you can hear 

the chorus of cicadas celebrating too. We are lucky to be so 

close to nature out here in the Midwest.  

With the beauty surely comes the undesirable too: couch 

grass! Our EON veggie garden beds are completely full of the 

stuff! After many days of back- breaking weeding,  the deci-

sion was made to tackle it head on and use the heat to our 

advantage-  incineration. If you have trouble with couch at 

home perhaps some of these methods might be useful for 

you too: 

Couch combat 101 

Chemical control – if you are wanting to create a garden,  a 

new garden bed that has couch growing in or near to it, then 

chemical control could be the best option for you. There are 

a number of herbicides available, but I find glyphosate to be 

the most effective. I’m not a huge supporter of chemical con-

trol but sometimes you need to pick your battles. Application 

can be done a few times to ensure that the grass has com-

pletely died. If you are using it in a bed with other plants I 

would suggest using a paintbrush to apply to the grass. Be 

careful of what plants you touch with it. Glyphosate is non-

selective, when means it will kill ANY plant that it touches.  

Pros – no back breaking pulling of long root systems, quick 

and efficient, will kill the whole plant and root system entire-

ly. 

Cons – harmful chemicals, you will have to wait around 4-6 

weeks for it to work correctly, and it will have to be done a 

number of times to ensure all roots have been treated. 

Physical removal – if you have some spare time and enjoy 

digging around in the garden then this one is for you!! I 

would suggest letting the hose run on the area first so that 

the roots are easier to pull out. Simply dig down below the 

runner roots and pull the entire plant out.  Be sure to get all 

roots as even one left behind is enough to undo all of your 

hard work. Ensure that you take all of the grass away from 

the garden area and leave it to die or perhaps plant in an 

area of garden that you want grass to grow. 

What a beauty!! A purple sweet potato grown in my home 

garden in Greenough 
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Black Plastic covering the bed 

Pros – instant satisfaction, can be successful if maintained 

regularly, no harmful chemicals 

Cons – takes time and regular tending to, if left to go wild 

then the grass will grow back 

Incineration – This is my personal favourite!!! Death by incin-

eration from the heat. This method requires minimal effort 

but takes some time. We work with the weather on this one, 

using our warm days to essentially suffocate and starve the 

grass in the garden beds. To do this you must be willing to kill 

all plants in the garden bed. You must cut back grass as low 

as possible, then give the area a big deep water. The makes 

the grass think it is happy and about to sprout back to life. 

You then cover the garden with black plastic (I suggest build-

ers plastic or a thick 

tarp) and ensure that 

there are no holes, 

tears and areas left 

open that the grass can 

grow up through. Pin 

and/ or tie it down and 

leave to sit for around 

4-6 weeks. Once the 

plastic is removed the 

grass should be well and truly dead, leaving only withered 

runners left.  Simply dig them out and you’re ready to get 

gardening! 

Pros – No nasty chemicals, keeps organisms in the soil alive, 

you can do areas as large as you like 

Cons – takes a long time, can look unsightly 

Weed control can be very taxing and sometimes dishearten-

ing in the garden. The old saying goes “ a weed is simply a 

plant in the wrong place”. I try to weed when the soil is wet, 

say after a big down fall or after the garden hose or retic has 

been on. I find it very therapeutic to get out into the garden 

and do a bit of weeding. Pick your times so you’re not doing 

it in the heat of the day and perhaps make it a regular occa-

sion,  for example why not make it a Saturday morning ritual 

while you listen to the news? 

Well Meeka I look forward to seeing you all again in the com-

ing weeks. 

Thanks for reading and happy gardening! 

Sally – the EON Gardening Gal  

 
*EON Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that delivers a food 
and nutrition-focused healthy lifestyle and disease prevention pro-
gram. We build edible gardens in remote schools and communities 
for a secure supply of fresh food and partner with them to deliver a 
hands-on practical gardening, nutrition, education, cooking, and 
hygiene program. Read more about us at www.eon.org.au  
 

An approaching curtain of rain on the Meeka drive 



34 

 



35 

 



36 

 

FOOTY WITH THE COPS 

The acting Officer In Charge of the Meekatharra Police 
Station, Senior Sergeant Chris Martin invited the com-
munity to a footy game and BBQ on the 13th of Febru-
ary. This was a fantastic initiative by the Police Station 
after several weeks of unrest in the community. Who 
knew that the cops could play such good footy and 
cook up a yummy BBQ. 

The afternoon was thoroughly enjoyed by all those 
attended, it was great to see everyone working togeth-
er and having a laugh. There was two teams, the kids 
versus the adults. The kids won 11 goals 6 points to 5 
goals 7 points! I think young people have learnt a lot 
from the footy workshops put on by the Youth Centre 
and the Stephen Michael Foundation. The adults team 

was made up of the cops, health staff 
and teachers. A great group of people 
encouraging the young people in town 
to participate in an amazing event. 

Let’s hope the adults get a redemption 
game soon! 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer- 

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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Easter Bunny has come a little early to 

Meekatharra this year, we spotted 

him on the lawn outside of the Shire 

Office. Maybe he was trying to find 

the best places to hide the Easter Eggs 

for the kids in town. The Shire Staff 

were lucky enough to meet Josiah, 

who is a blue eyed, white, fluffy rab-

bit. Who else has seen a rabbit being 

walked like a dog, harness and all? It 

is a strange sight to see. His owner 

breeds and raises rabbits as her full-

time job. She was on her way to Perth 

and thought she might has well use 

our friendly town to stop for Josiah to 

stretch his legs and get a little hop in 

before getting back into the car. Josi-

ah’s mum explained that to keep the 

rabbits safe she keeps a watchful eye 

on the bunnies as they are often 

sought after by a variety of predators. 

Josiah was extremely friendly, loved 

cuddles and 

adored people. He 

has been around 

people since he 

was five weeks 

old. He is such an 

affectionate rabbit 

and looked very 

handsome with 

his blue eyes and 

white fur. We 

were so lucky to 

have rabbit cud-

dles, it definitely 

brightened our 

day. 

HOPPING AROUND MEEKATHARRA 

Mama D’s Hair Care has set dates for her visit to 

Meeka throughout the rest of the year. Take 

note of these dates so you can book in your hair 

appointment's.  

March 15th-19th 

April 19th-23rd 

May 24th-28th 

July 5th-9th 

August 9th-13th 

September 20th-24th 

November 1st-5th 

December 13th-17th 

To book an appointment visit her Facebook 

page. 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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This magnificent bird was spotted at the Meeka Creek by our very own Wayne Dark. 

SPOTTED IN MEEKA 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

March 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

1 

Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  

9am-11am 

 

Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

7 

8 

Yoga 6pm 

Midwife (Alicia 

Bellotti) @ Clinic 

 

9 

Midwife (Alicia Bel-

lotti) @ Clinic 

Dietitian (Tori Som-

ers) @ Hospital 

 

10 

Westcoast Seafood 

Visiting  

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  

9am-11am 

 

Meeka Markets 

 

State Election 

14 

 

15 

Yoga 6pm 

Mama D’s Hair Care 

Visiting 

 

16 

Mama D’s Hair Care 

Visiting 

ICDC Dietician & 

360 Health (John 

Allen) @ Clinic 

ICDC Physiothera-

pist & Podiatrist @ 

17 

Mama D’s Hair Care 

Visiting 

BreastScreen WA 

Visit 

360 Health (John 

Allen) @ Clinic 

18 

Mama D’s Hair Care 

Visiting 

BreastScreen WA 

Visit 

19 

Mama D’s Hair Care 

Visiting 

Movie Night 7pm

(18+) 

BreastScreen WA 

Visit 

 

20 

Ordinary Council 

Meeting 

 

Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  

9am-11am 

21 

22 

Yoga 6pm 

Midwife (Alicia 

Bellotti) & Australi-

an Hearing @ Clinic 

23 

Midwife (Alicia Bel-

lotti) @ Clinic 

WACHS Physiother-

apy (Sean Brown) @ 

Hospital 

24 25 26 

Cardiologist (Troy 

Nunn) @ Clinic 

 

27 

Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  

9am-11am 

28 

Cemetery Busy Bee 

and Lunch 11am 

29 

Yoga 6pm 

Last Day for Dust 

Submissions 

Midwife (Alicia 

Bellotti) @ Clinic 

Tidman Brothers @ 

Hospital 

30 

Midwife (Alicia Bel-

lotti) & 360 Health 

(John Allen) @ Clinic 

31 

Last Pool Day 

360 Health (John 

Allen) & Respiratory 

Educator (Leanne 

Ross) @ Clinic 

1 2 

Good Friday Public 

Holiday 

Community Easter 

Party 

3 4 

Easter Sunday 


