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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 
 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642  
 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra for 2021/22 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

17 July 2nd 

21 August 6th  

18 September 3rd 

16 October 1st 

20 November 5th 

17 December 3rd 

15 January 31st 

19 February 4th 

19 March 4th 

9 April 25th 

21 May 6th 

25 June 10th 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE—DOGS! 
There have been a number of issues around stray and wandering dogs again in Meekatharra during the month of 

August.  Unfortunately, this has led to more very difficult conversations being held, and emotional decisions made 

to surrender family protectors. 

Many of these problems could have been avoided if owners kept their dogs contained as required by our law, 

and if written notifications of breaches or concerns had been provided to the Shire earlier. 

It is a fact of life unfortunately that some people will always disregard the law.  Some people simply don’t have the 

resources to keep their dogs contained.  These excuses, however won’t be accepted. 

The Dog Act (1976) states – 

31. Control of dogs in certain public places  

 (1) A dog shall not be in a public place unless it is —  

  (a) held by a person who is capable of controlling the dog; or 

  (b) securely tethered for a temporary purpose, 

   by means of a chain, cord, leash or harness of sufficient strength and not exceeding the  

   prescribed length. 

This means that your dog MUST ALWAYS be on a lead when outside your yard.  To not comply leaves you open to 

a fine of $200 each time your dog is found unleashed outside your yard.  Strictly speaking, this includes places like 

Peace Gorge, and other regularly used dog exercise areas around Meekatharra. 

When dogs do stray, it is vitally important that people in the community voice their concerns, in the right way.  

Your confidentiality is assured if you come to the Shire office to fill out the complaint form.  This form is essential 

and critical to our ability to take further action.  We can’t act on an email or phone call complaining about a wan-

dering dog, or on a Facebook post.  We need the written complaint before we can act.  This is a legal process after 

all. 

All written complaints are taken seriously and investigated  

The current fine for not keeping your dog contained is $50, although the advertised proposed Dog Local Laws pre-

scribe a fine of $200.  This can add up very quickly when the dog is a serial stray.  

The Shire of Meekatharra generously provide subsidies to desex dogs to health care card holders.  This is another 

key piece in the approach to ensure no dogs are destroyed.  A single female on heat will attract a number of ag-

gressive male dogs and it is very likely at this point they will form a pack.  This is a situation we want to avoid at all 

costs, and can be avoided by having your dogs desexed.  For Free.   

Come to the Shire to get your voucher at any time. 
By being considerate of our neighbours and stopping dogs from barking at night, by making sure dogs are con-

tained in a yard, and by registering and neutering your pets, we can all enjoy the comfort of a companion, and 
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Note from the Editor 
Not long now until the end of 2021! This is the second last edition of the Dust for 2021. This year has gone by in a 

flash, probably because of all the fun we have had.  

October was a great month in Meeka with the pool opening, school holidays, Yulella Vision opening up again, 

great events on at the school and the Youth Focus mental health week event. 

November will be no different. Weekly yoga sessions will be back up and running from the 8th of November. The 

classes are held each Monday from 6pm-7pm at the Town Hall. Each session is streamed onto the giant screen in 

the Hall. The Yoga sessions are for every level from beginner to master, this is for friendly people getting togeth-

er to chill out and practice yoga as a community. The Shire is hosting a Quiz Night on the 12th of November for 

everyone over the age of 16. To book a table or for more information see the advert on page 9 of this edition. 

There is a lot happening in town, make sure you keep up to date with the Meekatharra Dust Facebook Page. 

Happy reading and take care, 

The Editor 
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Meekatharra Pharmacy 
72 Main Street, Meekatharra WA 6642 

IT’S HEATNG UP 

As the weather starts getting warmer, Meekatharra pharma-
cy is here to help with those pesky ailments that might start 
popping up over the next few months. 

EAR PIERCING 

We are pleased to be offering Ear Piercing at the Pharmacy 
from the start of February. We have a range of different col-
ored studs and hoops to choose from! Your STUDEX studs, 
an aftercare card and antiseptic spray are all included for the 
one low price of $29.95. Parental/ guardian consent is re-
quired for all children under 16 years of age.   

NEW GIFTWARE AND HOME DÉCOR 

We have exciting new products at the pharmacy from cos-
metics to home decoration products! 

If you are after anything to brighten up your home or even 
yourself, come in and have a look! 

 

DRY EYES 

Hot and dry air in Meekatharra can lead to dry eye symp-
toms. The eyes will feel uncomfortable, become red and 
inflamed.  

It can be easily managed by using lubricating eye drops that 
you can get from the pharmacy! 

If you experience any sore eyes, grittiness or sticky eyes, 
make sure you come in to the pharmacy to have it checked.  

Come into store today and meet our FABULOUS 

pharmacist Su who is here to help. 

Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 9am-5pm  

Saturday 9am – 1pm     

(P) 0899801798 

Meekatharra pharmacy offers professional advice 

and a range of products and services including web-

ster packing, Medschecks, Diabetes supplies, Sick 

certificates, Blood pressure checks, first aid supplies, 

anti-smoking, vitamins, a range of beauty products, 

perfumes, gifts and much more at great prices  
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Currently the weather is in that sweet spot where it’s no 
longer too cold, not yet too hot and the flies haven’t yet tak-
en over. We know that’s not going to last long so let’s enjoy it 
while we can. 

It’s a good time to get your garden prepped for summer: har-
vest the winter annuals and put in some summer plants in-
cluding a whole heap of mulch to keep the soil cool and save 
the water from evaporating. Or if it’s already too hot for you 
and you rather wait until next autumn before you venture 
back out into the garden then you may enjoy this article for 
some inspiration to plan next year’s garden. 

Humans are often linear thinking creatures: We like a pretty 
garden so we plant flowers. We want food so we grow some 
food. We want a shady tree so we plant a shady tree. We like 
to watch birds so we plant bird attracting shrubs. 

But what if we employ some lateral thinking and find the 
plants that have dual or even multiple purposes as well as 
being well adapted to our local climate? 

Above examples are great reasons to grow plants and yet 
there are so many more benefits they can bring, and if 
planned cleverly we can design our garden with all these ben-
efits in mind. Here are some aspects worth considering: 

 Habitat – do they provide hiding spaces or nest build-
ing resources for native wildlife? 

 Material – can they provide us with mulch, organic 
matter for compost, firewood or building materials 
such as garden stakes? 

 Visual – are they aesthetically pleasing, perhaps col-
ourful or by climbing all over and hiding an ugly fence 
or shed? 

 Pollinator or predator attracting – do they tend to 
attract beneficial insects or birds that do free pest 
control services or pollinate our crops? 

 Edible – can they feed us? Is it something we like to 
eat? 

 Drought hardiness – are they tough plants that are 

gentle on our water bill? 

 Shading – can we use them to create shade for us 
or other plants below?  

 Fodder – do they provide food for our chooks, 
pets or livestock? 

 Insect repellent – are they fragrant in a way that 
drives away flies or mozzies? 

 Dye – can they provide us with natural colour for 
home craft projects? 

 Nitrogen fixing – do they suck nitrogen from the at-
mosphere to enrich the soil? 

 Medicinal – perhaps they come with medicinal or 
beauty benefits? 

 Security/Privacy – can they keep out trespassers or 
nosy neighbours? 

And here are some plants that tick some or many of those 
boxes: 

 Grapevine – grapes (wine! What other reason does 
one need?), deciduous shade, edible leaves, can climb 
over structures to hide them/provide privacy 

 Aloe Vera – grows incredibly well here, flowers attract 
honey-eaters, gel used for sunburns or as moisturiser, 
spiky leaves can keep out dogs or humans 

 Basil – very useful and delicious in the kitchen, moz-
zie/fly repellent, flowers attract butterflies and polli-
nating insects 

 Sweet Potato – edible & versatile tuber, rambling foli-
age is a living mulch for the soil below, chickens love 
eating the leaves 

 Pomegranate – great fruit for a cocktail or summer 
salad, tree provides shade and mulch and loves 
Meeka’s long hot summers 

 New Zealand / native spinach – living mulch/ground 
cover, heat resistant spinach, self propagates with 
seeds 

 Various wattles – nitrogen fixing, provide mulch, 
shade, habitat and attract pollinating birds 

 Edible flowers such as nasturtiums, rose, lavender, 
calendula, sunflower – petals can be a colourful addi-
tion to salads. Rose or lavender can be used to flavour 

MULTI PURPOSE PLANTS 
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sugar. Sunflowers also provide seeds and the dried 
stalks are useful trellises/stakes. Nasturtiums shade 
the ground and their leaves and seedpods (when still 
green) are also edible. Calendula is used in beauty/
medicinal products. 

 Passionfruit – gorgeous flowers, delicious fruit (if any-
one wants to knock up a pavlova and drop it off at the 
recycling centre we won’t say no!), vigorous climber 
which can provide shade or hide a fence 

 Bougainvillea – colourful, very heat and 
drought hardy, thorny plant can be trained 
along fence to deter unwanted visitors 

 Trees such as citrus, olives or eucalyptus – 
provide shade, timber, food, cleaning/
medicinal purposes 

If you’re keen to learn more strike up a conversation 
with a fellow Meekatharra resident – there are 
many people with fantastic gardens and lots of 
knowledge. You might even score some free seeds 
or a plant cutting. You can also jump on the internet 
– the Water Corporation’s waterwise plant list is 
very handy and there are tons of other resources 
out there. And last but not least there’s the Shire’s 
library with a whole shelf of gardening books, and 

whatever isn’t on the shelf can probably be ordered in upon 
your request. 

There are also many native plants from this region which 
have provided indigenous people with food, medicine and 
useful materials for many thousands of years. What are they? 
Do you have some knowledge you’re happy to share? Or 
have you been gardening in Meeka all your life and have 
many tried and tested plants that have become a staple in 
your backyard? Share your experiences on our Facebook 
page or pop to the Recycling Centre for a chat. Would you 
perhaps even consider teaching at one of our monthly work-
shops? 

Find us on Facebook as “Meeka Goes Green”, email us at 
meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop in to the Recycling Cen-
tre on Railway Street Saturday mornings 9-11am to say Hi to 
our volunteers. Volunteering with us is easy if you’re interest-
ed! Rock up and we can show you how it works. We also run 
monthly Upcycling Workshops, first Saturday of the month at 
11am. Check out our Facebook page for this month’s work-
shop topic and location. 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer-

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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YULELLA VISION SHOP 

Yulella Aboriginal Corporations Vision Shop has opened!  

Located at 63-65 Main Street, Meekatharra, the Vision 

Shop is open Tuesday - Saturday from 8.30am - 

12.30pm. Please let us know if there's something you 

would like stocked in the Yulella Aboriginal Corporation 

Vision Store when you pop in and see Jonelle!  

You will be able to find instore:  

 Newborn Baby, Kids, Women and Men's Clothing, 

including work and corporate wear and funeral 

attire 

 Bikes 

 Games 

 Music 

 Kids Toys 

 Camping gear 

 Housewares 

Coming soon: 

 Fresh vegetable produce from our gardens 

 Ice-creams 

 Homemade cakes 

 White goods 

 TVs 

 Electronics 

 + More! 

With a wide range of household goods, clothes and 

camping gear you can’t go wrong. Make sure you head 

down during the opening hours to check out the latest 

stock and see what bargains you can find. Vision Shop is 

opening just in time for all the Christmas shopping to 

begin. 
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The weekend of the 25th and 26th September 2021 

was busy however very successful that included the 

Meekatharra Ball, Races and the Fireworks. I’d like to 

express my appreciation to the community for the 

manner in which you conducted yourselves in mak-

ing these three events a great success. The recent 

Race event held at Landor was also well attended 

and very successful. Many Meekatharra locals 

attended as well as others travelling from far and 

wide. Feedback from this event was it was a very 

successful event and the crowd behaviour exception-

al.     

Meekatharra Police continue to actively engage with 

community members whilst out and about. I encour-

age my team to stop and talk to locals, to listen to 

your concerns or to just have a yarn. Ultimately our 

best source of information is you, the community of 

Meekatharra. 

Alcohol related anti-social behaviour continues to be 

of concern to Police and the residents of Meekathar-

ra. This issue is being addressed through a forum 

that not only includes various agency groups but 

more senior members of the Meekatharra communi-

ty. Various avenues are being considered and I will 

be able to update further as we progress. Police will 

continue to have a no tolerance approach when it 

comes to those individuals who continually drink 

excessively and disrupt the peace. 

Truancy from school will be a focus in the coming 

weeks. Police and others will focus on the reasons 

why certain kids aren’t attending school and will be 

addressing those as we move forward. In some cas-

es, families just need support and where to go to get 

that support. Expect an update.  

Stealing from trucks continues to be an issue. The 

solution to this problem is a combined effort of shire, 

local business, police and the truck drivers them-

selves. The shire has been approached in relation to 

the clearing of land and the potential for flood 

lighting, businesses have been approached to be 

vigilant and advising truck drivers to lock up and po-

lice are conducting regular patrols of known 

hotspots. However, I encourage truck drivers to lock 

their trucks. Many of these offences are as a result of 

unlocked trucks which an opportunistic offender will 

take advantage.  

In relation to illicit drug activity in town, please con-

tinue to report anonymously through Crime Stoppers 

on 1800 333 000. This is the best way forward to 

provide the intelligence required for police action.   

Meekatharra Police continually encourage people to 

get vaccinated. The clinic is available for bookings. It 

will be a matter of time before the State Government 

open WA borders and COVID 19 will be a risk to the 

Meekatharra community, so please get vaccinated. 

Whilst my team were on patrol on the weekend a 

large Western Brown snake was observed on Hill St. 

Please be vigilant whilst out and about as we move 

into the season where snakes become active. 

Stay safe. 

Matt Garnaut 

Senior Sergeant 

OIC – Meekatharra Police Station  

COPS CORNER WITH SENIOR SERGEANT MATT GARNAUT 
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021 

16th November 
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THE EARLIER CANCER IS FOUND, THE GREATER THE CHANCE OF SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT 
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THE NEW BUILDING IS TAKING SHAPE! 

It has been a busy few weeks at the old Second Hand Shop on 

Main Street Meekatharra! We are grateful to Ashlee, Daniel, 

and Erin who joined us from our head office in Burswood for 

a week of painting, cleaning, scrubbing, laying floorboards 

and general odds and ends.   

The Perth team, together with Dee, Katherine and Paulette 

got quite a lot done. The old beach scene is now gone, and 

the main room and office have now been painted an antique 

white. We are engaging local artists and young people to 

come and paint the walls inside the new building, and we 

can’t wait to see how it turns out. The office/administration 

section of the space is almost ready for us to move in, with 

special mention to Daniel and Erin for their maths and floor 

laying skills!  

Let us know if you would like to volunteer to help renovate or 

if you have any ideas to decorate the space – we would love 

to hear from you.  

It was heartening to see so many people pop in to see what 

we are up to, have a yarn and give some advice. If you see 

the Youth Focus cars out the front, please feel free to come 

in and see what we are doing and have a yarn.  

Youth Focus Meekatharra is also getting a new Facebook 

page so we can communicate our events and post photos to 

the community. You will be able to contact the Youth Focus 

team through the Facebook page if you like. So, look out for 

the Youth Focus Meekatharra Facebook group and give us a 

like and a follow (the old Facebook page is being replaced). 



35 

 



36 

 

We also held a fun activity afternoon for Mental Health Week 

at the Oval on the 13th of October. Many thanks to the Shire 

of Meekatharra for the use of the space and to Andrew for 

helping to cook up some burgers and chicken nuggets! Yulella 

were also kind enough to get their bouncy castle out for the 

little ones and Jenny from Midwest Mental Health brought 

down the drums – which young Byron was exceptionally 

good at! 

The kids certainly had fun making slime, painting, and throw-

ing water balloons. Erin received a fantastic 

makeover! Thank you to everyone who 

attended and helped out.  

Youth Focus is in the process of developing a 

Youth Reference Group. This group is for 

young people aged 12-25 and will meet once 

a month. The focus of this group will be to let 

us know how Youth Focus can help young people in our 

community, help us decide what events and activities to do, 

and advise Youth Focus on matters that are concerning 

young people in the community. One thing we learned from 

all the feedback we have received is that young people 

want to have a voice and want to have their opinions heard. 

We are looking for a mix of people aged 12-25, who can 

meet once a month – you will be paid to attend meetings. 

Give Paulette a call or pop into the Yulella community Hub if 

you are interested.  

Not only are the Youth Focus team busy renovating the new 

building, but we are also planning and developing new pro-

grams based on the feedback we received from community 

consultation. Once the programs have been approved, we 

will let you know what services Youth Focus will be offering. 

Dee is continuing her youth engagement program with 

Shooting Stars and by attending 

basketball and netball events. In 

the meantime, you can let us know 

what you think Youth Focus can do 

to help young people aged 12-25 

in Meekatharra by dropping by the 

Community Hub Office or giving 

Paulette a call on 0499 444 626. 
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SCHOOL UPDATE 

Meekatharra District High School 

has been busy with back-to-school 

activities, year six graduations, 

and Grandparents' morning tea.  

Graduating year six is a huge mile-

stone in one's life. Going on to 

high school, leaving primary 

school, getting new experiences, 

going from the oldest kids to the 

youngest. A massive congratula-

tions to those who graduated in 

2021, best of luck for next year. 

You and your families should all 

be proud of this achievement. 

The ECE students invited their 

grandparents and families to join 

them for a special Grandparents 

morning tea. During the event, 

the students, families, grandpar-

ents, and teachers all got together 

to enjoy some delicious 

sandwiches, scones, and 

other goodies. They were 

also able to play games, 

solve puzzles, and paint pic-

tures.  

This was a great morning tea 

for the students to spend 

time with their Grandparents 

and family members. 

Keep up to date with every-

thing happening at MDHS by 

following them on Facebook 

at Meekatharra District High 

School.  
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PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

LAUNCHED IN MEEKATHARRA  

When Meekatharra local Nick Wren was diagnosed with 

prostate cancer in April he discovered that there were no 

local support groups for men, like himself, going through 

treatment.  

In an effort to change that, he decided to start up the town’s 

first prostate cancer support group.  

The group, supported by Prostate Cancer Foundation of Aus-

tralia (PCFA), will meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the Community Resource Centre. The next meeting will be 

held on Tuesday 7 December at 5.15pm.  

“When I looked at support options, I found the nearest group 

was over 550km away. Support can make a big difference, so 

I put the word out and started one here,” he said. 

“Being told you have prostate cancer and going through 

treatment can be a bit hard mentally, so it’s important to find 

others you can relate to. You realise you’re not alone and it 

gives you the network you need.  

“I’ve decided to open it up further so that men with any form 

of cancer can join too.”  

The Meekatharra support group is now one of 

130 groups across the country supported by 

PCFA. Locals interested in joining can get in 

touch with Nick via 0437 488 363. 

Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia CEO 

Professor Jeff Dunn AO said peer support 

played an important role in improving mental 

health and wellbeing.   

“Some men with prostate cancer experience 

symptoms of anxiety and depression, and 

struggle to cope with the challenges of diagno-

sis and treatment,” Prof Dunn said. 

 

“Having a support network of people around them can make 

a tangible difference to their wellbeing and be a source of 

strength when they need it most.” 

Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer 

among Australian men, with over 18,000 men diagnosed 

each year.  

“Men living in regional and rural areas of Australia face sig-

nificant disparities, with men more likely to be diagnosed at a 

late stage. In addition, those living regionally face a 24 per 

cent higher risk of death,” he said. 

“Having local volunteers on the ground providing support 

and bringing awareness to the disease, like Mr Wren, will 

help save lives.”  

To find out more about PCFA’s services and support options, 

call 1800 22 00 99 or visit pcfa.org.au. 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

November 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

1 
 

Renal Nurse @ 
Clinic 

 
Pfizer 

COVID Vaccine 
Clinic @  GP Clinic 

 
 

2 
 

Pfizer  
COVID Vaccine 

Clinic @  GP Clinic 

3 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 
 

AstraZeneca 
COVID Vaccine 

Clinic @  GP Clinic 
 

4 5 
 
 

6 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

7 

8 
 

Yoga 6pm-7pm 
@ Town Hall 

 
WACHS Dietitian & 

Lions Outback 
Vision @ Hospital 

9 
 

Aboriginal Justice 
Open Day 

8:30am-2:30pm 
@ Lloyds Plaza 

Conference Room 

10 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 
 

Dentist 
@ Dental Clinic 

11 
 

Nominations for 
Appointments to 

Council (by Council) 
Close @ 4pm 

 
Dentist 

@ Dental Clinic 

12 
 

Quiz Night 7pm 
@ Town Hall 

 
Dentist 

@ Dental Clinic 

13 
 

 
Meeka Markets 
9:30am-Noon 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

14 
 

15 
 

Yoga 6pm-7pm 
@ Town Hall 

 
Dentist 

@ Dental Clinic 

16 
 

Dentist 
@ Dental Clinic 

 
ICDC Team & 
Pediatrician 
@ Hospital 

 
360 Health @ Clinic 

17 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 
 

Dentist 
@ Dental Clinic 

 
360 Health @ Clinic 

18 
 

Dentist 
@ Dental Clinic 

19 20 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Ordinary Council 

Meeting 
9:30am 

21 

22 
 

Yoga 6pm-7pm 
@ Town Hall 

 
Midwife @ Clinic 

23 
 

Midwife @ Clinic 
 

WACHS 
Physiotherapy @ 

Hospital 

24 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 

25 26 26 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

27 

28 
 

Yoga 6pm-7pm 
@ Town Hall 

29 30 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 

1 2 3 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

4 


