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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submis-
sions to be added to the community newsletter. We are 
chasing articles about things happening around town. If 
you have any articles with information about any upcoming 
community events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay for articles that are relat-
ed to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, 
photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more about 
this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community news-
paper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first 
week of each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previ-
ous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an 
advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meeka-
tharra WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alter-
natively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publica-

tion, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material con-

tained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they pur-

port to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis 

of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary tak-

ing appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice con-

tained herein. 

2021/2022 Council Meeting Dates 

The dates for Ordinary Council Meetings of the Shire of Meekatharra for 2021/22 are: 
17th of July 2021 

21st of August 2021 
18th September 2021 

16th October 2021 
20th November 2021 

17th of December 2021 at 2pm 
15th of January 2022 
19th February 2022 
19th of March 2022 

9th of April 2022 
21st of May 2022 
25th of June 2022 

All meetings are held in the Shire of Meekatharra Council Chambers at 9:30am unless otherwise stated. Last day to submit 
items for Council Meetings is Friday, 4:30pm two weeks before the Council Meeting occurs. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The News-
letter reaches hundreds of people each month through 
the copies sold around town, copies sent in the mail, and 
those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in the 
Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  

Pricing (from 1st of July 2021) 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page 

27cmx18cm 
$74.05 $52.10 

Half Page 

13.5cmx18cm 
$43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page 

13.5cmx9cm 
$24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page 

9cmx6.75cm 
$18.50 $13.95 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE—DOGS! 
There have been a number of issues around stray and wandering dogs again in Meekatharra. Unfortunately, this has led to 

more very difficult conversations being held, and emotional decisions made to surrender family protectors. 

Many of these problems could have been avoided if owners kept their dogs contained as required by our law, and if written 

notifications of breaches or concerns had been provided to the Shire earlier. 

It is a fact of life unfortunately that some people will always disregard the law.  Some people simply don’t have the resources 

to keep their dogs contained.  These excuses, however won’t be accepted. 

The Dog Act (1976) states – 

31. Control of dogs in certain public places  

 (1) A dog shall not be in a public place unless it is —  

  (a) held by a person who is capable of controlling the dog; or 

  (b) securely tethered for a temporary purpose, 

   by means of a chain, cord, leash or harness of sufficient strength and not exceeding the   

   prescribed length. 

This means that your dog MUST ALWAYS be on a lead when outside your yard.  To not comply leaves you open to a fine of 

$200 each time your dog is found unleashed outside your yard.  Strictly speaking, this includes places like Peace Gorge, and 

other regularly used dog exercise areas around Meekatharra. 

When dogs do stray, it is vitally important that people in the community voice their concerns, in the right way.  Your confiden-

tiality is assured if you come to the Shire office to fill out the complaint form.  This form is essential and critical to our ability to 

take further action.  We can’t act on an email or phone call complaining about a wandering dog, or on a Facebook post.  We 

need the written complaint before we can act.  This is a legal process after all. 

All written complaints are taken seriously and investigated. 

The current fine for not keeping your dog contained is $50, although the advertised proposed Dog Local Laws prescribe a fine 

of $200.  This can add up very quickly when the dog is a serial stray.  

The Shire of Meekatharra generously provide subsidies to desex dogs to health care card holders.  This is another key piece in 

the approach to ensure no dogs are destroyed.  A single female on heat will attract a number of aggressive male dogs and it is 

very likely at this point they will form a pack.  This is a situation we want to avoid at all costs, and can be avoided by having 

your dogs desexed.  For Free.   

Come to the Shire to get your voucher at any time. 
By being considerate of our neighbours and stopping dogs from barking at night, by making sure dogs are contained in a yard, 

and by registering and neutering your pets, we can all enjoy the comfort of a companion, and guard. 
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March was an unique month that is for sure, with many challenges but also lots to be grateful for. 

In this edition of the Meeka Dust you will find information about how to keep safe physically and mentally.  

On April 20th-22nd the Murdoch Vet Team is in town again for another pet sterilisation clinic! Register your cats 

or dogs to receive free sterilization, microchipping and one year of registration. Spaces are limited so get in con-

tact with either to Shire or CRC to save your spot. The vets are also running free checks for pets 3pm-5pm each 

day they are here, first in best dressed for this, vaccinations will cost extra.  

Lloyds Plaza still has a few spaces left to be leased—more information on page 10. 

Stay safe everyone! 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 

Welcome to the April 2022 edition of The Dust CEO Council 

Message Report that provides information for all residents 

regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held on the 

19th of March 2022 as well as the Audit Committee and 

Health, Building and Town Planning Committee meetings that 

were held on the same day. This section of The Dust is in-

tended to provide a snapshot of the issues discussed at 

Councils Ordinary Meetings that are held each month.   

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings are placed on 

the Council website as soon as possible within the prescribed 

time limit whereby they are confirmed at the next scheduled 

Council Meeting. Furthermore, items listed on the agenda 

when published for the community may not include all the 

items that were discussed at the Council Meeting, as provi-

sion is made for councillors and/or staff to introduce late 

items for consideration as permitted by legislation and Coun-

cils Standing Orders. Therefore, the following resolutions are 

only an extract of the full meeting agenda with the entire 

meeting proceedings being available in the official Council 

Minutes that are confirmed at the next meeting of Council.  

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting 19 

March 2022  

Item 9.2.5 – Compliance Audit Return 2021    

That the Audit Committee recommend that Council adopt the 

attached Compliance Audit Return 2021 and submit it to the 

Director General, Department of Local Government, Sport 

and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2022. 

The above resolution confirms Councils requirement to com-

ply with Regulation 14 & 15 of the Local Government (Audit) 

Regulations 1996 in completing the 2021 Compliance Audit 

Return. 

Item 9.3.1 – Senior Staff Appointments 

That Council endorse the appointment of the following sen-

ior employee positions: 

1. Mr Peter Dittrich as Corporate Services Manager/
DCEO for a three year term commencing 27th of April 
2022. 

2. Mrs Svenja Clare Community Development and Ser-
vices Manager for a three year term commencing 11th 
of February 2022, and  

3. Mr Danny Humphries as Manager Works and Services 
for a three year term commencing 30th March 2022. 

  The community would be aware that several senior staff 

positions with the Shire of Meekatharra have become vacant 

during the last 3 to 4 months. These included the Corporate 

Services Manager/DCEO (DCEO), the Community Develop-

ment and Services Manager (CDSM) and the Manager Works 

and Services (MWS) with all incumbents having resigned 

from Council. The above resolution confirms the appoint-

ment to all the vacant positions with the CDSM (Mrs Svenja 

Clare) commencing in February 2022, the DCEO (Mr Peter 

Dittrich) commencing in late April 2022 and the MWS (Mr 

Danny Humphries commencing in late March 2022.  

Item 10.1 – Application for Prospecting Licences  

That Council approve the Application for Prospecting Licences 

51/3253, 51/3254 and 51/3255 from JMB Group Pty Ltd situ-

ated at Recreation Reserve 10633 that includes: 

Endorsement – the grant of this application does not include 

any private land referred to in Section 29(2) of the Mining Act 

1978 except that below 30 metres from the natural surface of 

the land, 

AND 

Condition – Access to the surface of land within Recreation 

Reserve 10633 for any mining purposes being subject to the 

approval of the Local Authority or relevant reserve vestees, 

and mining activities within the first 100 metres below the 

surface of the land limited to such exploration activities as 

may be approved by the Executive Director, Resource and 

Environmental Compliance, Department of Mines, Industry 

Regulation and Safety. 

Further Information Snippets 

 Lloyds Plaza – the advertising for rental of the vacant 
shop units at Lloyds Plaza has only attracted two inter-
ested parties with both being for the Café. Council 
decided to award the lease for the Café to Mama 
Moon’s Bakery and welcomes the commencement of 
a new bakery business in the town.  

 Sale of surplus plant – the process for the sale of 
Councils surplus plant has been completed with most 
of the plant items having been sold. 

 Staff recruitment – As previously advised and in addi-
tion to the above senior staff appointments, Ms Felici-
ty Anderson has been appointed as the Executive As-
sistant & Records Officer and Ms Kadisen King ap-
pointed as the Assistant Finance Officer with both 
positions having commenced in March 2022. Council 
welcomes both Felicity and Kadisen to the organiza-
tion.   

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for 

9.30am on Saturday the 9th of April 2022 and the next CEO 

Council Message column will appear in the May 2022 edition 

of The Dust to provide information from this Council meeting 

as well as general information updates to the community. I 

take this opportunity to wish all the community a safe and 

Happy Easter as well as ANZAC Day. Until the next edition 

Bye for Now! 

KJ Matthews - CEO 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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The Youth Services Team have been having fun although they 

may not be able to do the full program as normal. Youth Ser-

vices have been providing masks to those participants over 8 

years old. Sally, a community paramedic, came into the youth 

centre to give everyone some education about COVID teach-

ing the kids about personal hygiene to make sure they have 

the right tools to deal with recent COVID outbreaks. Thanks 

heaps to Sally who worked hard to teach everyone how to 

stay healthy and also show off the ambulance.  

The pool has closed for the 2021-2022 season, the youth cen-

tre took advantage of the pool being open on the hot days 

that we had. They spent many hours down there playing bas-

ketball and volleyball—in the water of course. 

At Kids Zone they participants have been working with Mar-

gie to make cupcakes (out of food and playdough) to cele-

brate the many birthdays they have had. They have been 

enjoying the slightly cooler weather by playing outside on the 

playground and doing some creative  play. Including building 

forts, creating cakes made of all sorts of things and playing 

doctors with all the new equip-

ment they have received.  

In April the school holiday program will start on the 11th 

which will include skateboarding lessons, boxing and so much 

more. The schedule for this will be released soon on social 

media so keep a look out for it. 

YOUTH SERVICES 



15 

 



16 

 

I am currently acting in Senior Sergeant Garnaut’s 

position as Officer in Charge (OIC) of Meekatharra 

Police Station. Matt returns to town on Sunday 27 

March 2022, to continue in his role as OIC.  

Meekatharra Police have recently welcomed 

three new police officers in town. Senior Consta-

ble Woolhouse, First Class Constable Huggins and 

Police Constable Hemmings. All three have com-

menced their tenure in Meekatharra and are 

looking forward to serving members of the local 

community. The officers bring a lot of experience 

and knowledge to the town which will only en-

hance the service we provide. Please feel free to 

stop and have a chat with them when you see 

them on duty.  

I have been involved in a number of meetings 

during the last two weeks with regards to the 

emergence of COVID-19 within the town. You 

may have seen a number of Public Health officials 

around town who have been conducting door 

knocks in company with representatives of the 

Department of Communities and Yulella. The pur-

pose of these visits was to gauge the spread of 

the virus within the town and to educate local 

people with regards to completing RAT’s and in-

form people of the correct procedures and proto-

cols when contracting COVID-19. There have also 

been outbreaks in the communities of Karalundi 

and Yulga Jinna which have been the subject of 

visits by government officials for the same rea-

sons. I urge and encourage all members of our 

community to act re-

sponsibly. The virus is 

highly contagious and 

will spread but if we all 

take responsibility for 

our own actions when 

requested to isolate we 

may be able to slow 

the spread down. My 

last point on this sub-

ject is to encourage 

people to get vaccinated if you have not already 

done so.  

Within the last four weeks we have placed liquor 

restrictions on the town in an attempt to prevent 

and minimise the risk of anti-social behaviour. I 

would like to thank our licensees in town for com-

plying with the restrictions.  I am also cognisant of 

the frustration this brings to members of our 

community who have been unable to purchase 

full strength alcohol. It is unfortunate but history 

has shown that when we have large gatherings in 

town or other communities within a short dis-

tance of Meekatharra, anti-social behaviour fol-

lows which is often fuelled by the consumption of 

excess alcohol.  

As you are no doubt aware there is a funeral in 

Meekatharra on Friday 25 March 2022.  I wish the 

family of the deceased and the attending mourn-

ers a peaceful and respectful service. 

During the last week we have seen a slight in-

crease in stealing and burglary offences within 

the town. If you have any information about 

these or any other offences you are able to call 

the police station direct on 9918 7120 or alterna-

tively report through Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 

000. Any information will be dealt with in the 

strictest confidence. 

Meekatharra Police continue to actively engage 

with community members whilst out and about. I 

encourage my team to stop and talk to locals, to 

listen to your concerns or to just have a chat. Ulti-

mately our best source of information is you, the 

community of Meekatharra. 

Stay safe. 

Gary Williams 

Acting Senior Sergeant 

OIC – Meekatharra Police Station  

COPS CORNER WITH SENIOR SERGEANT GARY WILLIAMS 
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These uncertain times are affecting everyone around the 

world. Now, more than ever, it is important to manage your 

mental health and wellbeing, particularly if you are feeling 

worried or anxious. 

With the possibility of the borders opening soon, many peo-

ple are excited to be reunited with family and friends they 

haven’t seen since before COVID-19 began. However, for 

some people, the prospect of borders opening might be cre-

ating some worry. 

Here are a few tips to help you manage your worries during 

times of uncertainty. 

Ways to look after yourself 

First things first: keep things in perspective 

When we are stressed, our brains sometimes make things 

seem worse than they really are. There is so much infor-

mation around about COVID-19 so it’s natural to feel over-

whelmed. This is why it’s so important to find good quality 

information from credible and reliable sources, such 

as official Western Australian advice. 

Even when we only get our information from credible 

sources the news itself can cause fear and alarm when things 

change suddenly. Taking time for self-care can increase your 

ability to manage changes. It can also help to take some time 

away from the news when it is getting overwhelming and 

only check in when you need to. 

Take reasonable precautions 

Being vaccinated is the best thing you can do to protect your-

self and your community. The WA Department of Health is 

the best place to answer questions you might have about 

vaccination. 

Another good way to keep anxiety (and the virus) at bay is by 

being proactive and following these basic hygiene principles: 

 Wash your hands often (and for as long as it takes to 

sing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice). 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

 If you begin to feel unwell, stay at home (self-isolate) 

until you recover. 

 Seek medical help early if you have a fever, cough or 

experience breathing difficulties. 

Visit the Healthy WA website for information about how to 

seek help if you have COVID-19-like symptoms. 

Practise self-care 

Looking after yourself will help encourage a positive frame of 

mind. And whilst different people have different ways of 

practising self-care, here are a few examples you may find 

useful: 

 Keep up your connections with family and friends. If 

you can’t pop round to see them, schedule in a quick 

telephone or video call (such as FaceTime, Facebook 

messenger, Zoom or Skype). 

 Keep up a healthy lifestyle. Eat a balanced diet, exer-

cise regularly, and get quality sleep. 

 Limit your use of alcohol, tobacco and other 

drugs. You may feel like using alcohol, tobacco or oth-

er drugs helps when you feel stressed or anxious but 

in reality it's likely to make you feel worse. 

 Keep yourself occupied. Make time for all those activi-

ties and hobbies you enjoy - it could be a movie mara-

thon, cooking, getting stuck into a book or planting 

some veggies. 

 Keep calm. Practise things like relaxation and medita-

tion to give your body a chance to settle and readjust 

to a calm state. For tips on how to do this, see here. 

Ways to help older adults who may appear worried or anx-

ious 

Older adults, especially those who need to isolate, or those 

with dementia, may become more anxious, angry or with-

drawn because of the impacts of COVID-19. 

Giving them practical and emotional support can go a long 

way toward getting them through this tough time, where 

information is constantly changing. 

You can start by sharing simple facts about what is going on 

and giving clear information about how they can reduce their 

risk of infection – use official advice to help guide you. Re-

member to always give instructions in a respectful and pa-

tient way, and to repeat the information whenever neces-

sary. Displaying the instructions in words or pictures may also 

be helpful. 

Other family members and/or support networks may also be 

able to help older adults to practice virus protection meth-

ods, such as encouraging them to frequently wash their 

hands for the correct length of time. 

It’s important we all do our bit to help older members in our 

communities stay healthy and safe during times like this. It’s 

COPING WITH ANXIETY AND WORRY 

CAUSED BY COVID-19 
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important we make the effort to stay connected to them by 

regular telephone or video calls, and visits where possible. 

If you have an underlying health condition 

Firstly, make sure you have access to up to two weeks’ worth 

of any medications you are currently using. If necessary, get 

in touch with friends or family to help you with this, or talk to 

your pharmacist by phone to see if they can deliver your 

medications to you or if there are alternative ways to provide 

them with a script without the need to go in to the pharma-

cy. 

Next, know in advance where and how to get any practical 

help you may need, having food delivered or requesting 

medical care. 

Learning simple daily exercises will help you maintain mobili-

ty. Equally, regular routines such as cleaning, daily chores, 

being creative (e.g. painting or drawing), or doing a cross-

word can all help in reducing any boredom that may set in. 

Of course, always be sure to keep in regular contact with 

family and friends via the phone, email, social media or video 

calls. 

Advice provided by thank Mental Health WA and was re-

trieved from: https://www.thinkmentalhealthwa.com.au/

mental-health-and-covid-19/coping-with-anxiety-and-worry-

during-covid-19/ 
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Yugunga-Nya Peoples Trust Notice 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

April 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

28 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 

29 30 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

31 
 

 

1 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

2 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

3 

4 
 

Diabetic Ed 
@ Clinic 

5 
 

 

6 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
 

7 
 

8 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

9 
Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

9am-11am 
 

CRC Markets 
9:30am-1pm 

10 
 

11 
 

School Holidays! 
 

GRAMS Midwife 
@ Clinic 

 
 

12 
 

GRAMS Midwife, 
360 Health & ICDC 

Dietitian 
@ Clinic 

 
WACHS Physio, 

ICDC Physio & ICDC  
Podiatrist 
@ Hospital 

13 
 

Online MARG 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
360 Health 

@ Clinic 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

Good Friday 
Public Holiday 

 

16 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

9am-11am 
 
 

17 

18 
 

Easter Monday 
Public Holiday 

 
 

19 
 

20 
 
Animal Sterilisation 

Program 
 

Containers for 
Change 

12:30pm-4:30pm 

21 
 
Animal Sterilisation 

Program 

22 
 
Animal Sterilisation 

Program 
 

 

23 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

24 

25 
 

ANZAC Day 
Public Holiday 

 
 

 

26 
 

360 Health 
(Telehealth Appts) 

27 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
360 Health 

(Telehealth Appts) 

28 
 

Dentist  
@ Dental Clinic 

 
Respiratory 
Physician 

(Telehealth Appts) 

29 
KindiLink 

10am-12pm 
 

Dentist  
@ Dental Clinic 

 
Tidman Brothers 

@ Hospital 
 

 
 

30 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 
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