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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submissions to be added to the community newsletter. We are chasing 
articles about things happening around town. If you have any articles with information about any upcoming community 
events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay for articles that are related to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, photos 
or similar. Get in contact to find out more about this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community newspaper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first week of 
each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meekatharra 
WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alternatively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material 

contained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they 

purport to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the 

basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary 

taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice 

contained herein. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The 
Newsletter reaches hundreds of people each month 
through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the 
mail, and those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in 
the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  
 

Prices (from 1st of July 2021) 
 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page 

27cmx18cm 
$74.05 $52.10 

Half Page 

13.5cmx18cm 
$43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page 

13.5cmx9cm 
$24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page 

9cmx6.75cm 
$18.50 $13.95 
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Dear Readers, 

Due to staff illness with COVID-19 there has been a delay in this edition of the Meeka Dust. Thank you all for you pa-

tience while we recover and get back to full health. 

This month we had a bit going on in Meeka. Starting off the month with NAIDOC Week, there were five events over four 

days which all went very well and had a great turn out. School holidays came wen went, the Youth Centre had a jam 

packed two weeks of events for the young people in town including footy games, skateboarding clinic and mural 

painting. Helen Ansell came to Meeka to complete the mural, she painted from the 12th-16th of July and hosted an Art 

Exhibition on the 16th of July, more information on page 12. 

A few more events are still to come. AstroTourism WA is coming to Meeka on the 22nd of July to host a star gazing 

evening for the whole community. Meeka Goes Green and Yulella are putting on a gardening workshop on the 23rd at 

Welcome Park. 

The Meekatharra Outback Festival 2022 poster is on page 3. The country themed ball will feature the Midnight Rambler 

Band and delicious Country themed food. The Side Show  will have mechanical rides, show bags, petting zoo and more! 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 

Welcome to the July2022 edition of The Dust CEO 

Council Message Report that provides 

information for all residents regarding the 

Council ordinary meeting that was held on the 

25th of June 2022 as well as the Health, Building 

and Town Planning Committee meeting that was 

held on the same day. This section of The Dust is 

intended to provide a snapshot of the issues 

discussed at Councils Ordinary Meetings that are 

held each month.   

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings 

are placed on the Council website as soon as 

possible within the prescribed time limit whereby 

they are confirmed at the next scheduled Council 

Meeting. Furthermore, items listed on the 

agenda when published for the community may 

not include all the items that were discussed at 

the Council Meeting, as provision is made for 

councillors and/or staff to introduce late items 

for consideration as permitted by legislation and 

Councils Standing Orders. Therefore, the 

following resolutions are only an extract of the 

full meeting agenda with the entire meeting 

proceedings being available in the official Council 

Minutes that are confirmed at the next meeting 

of Council.  

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Health, 

Building & Planning Meeting 25 June 2022  

 

Item 7.2 – Horizon Power Excision of Reserve 

15815 for Power Generation 

That the Committee in principle support the 24.9 

hectares land to the north east of the existing 

power site to be excised from reserve 15815 for 

the purposes of power generation on the 

condition that: 

a. it goes as far as the sewerage pipeline or 

b. the pipeline be realigned at the applicant’s 

expense; or 

c. an easement for the pipeline is created. 

The above resolution supports the request from 

Horizon Power for Council to approve the 

excision of Reserve 15815 from Council for 

transfer to Horizon Power so it can plan future 

power generation by solar panels for the 

community of Meekatharra. 

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary 

Meeting 25 June 2022  

 

Item 9.3.7 – WA Primary Health Alliance Funding 

That Council endorses the Short Form Agreement 

and accepts the $100,000 from the Western 

Australian Primary Health Alliance for the 

Midwest Suicide Prevention Trial and authorises 

the CEO to sign the agreement. 

The above resolution confirms Councils 

endorsement to accept $100k funding from the 

WA Primary Health Alliance (WAPHA) for the 

Midwest Suicide Prevention Trial to fund 

community projects and events that support non

-clinical suicide prevention activities. The funding 

is provided for use from 1 July 2022 to 31 

December 2022 and Councils Community 

Development Team will be responsible for the 

liaison and arrangements regarding the 

necessary application process for community 

organizations. 

 

Item 9.3.8 – Donation Request – Isolated 

Children’s Parent Association 

That Council endorse a donation to the Isolated 

Children’s Parents Association Federal Conference 

in August 2022 to the value of $ 2,000.  

The above resolution confirms Councils approval 

to support the Isolated Children’s Parent 

Association (ICPA) by donating the amount of 

$2,000 towards the attendance by the ICPA to 

the 2022 Federal Conference. 

 

Further Information Snippets 

 Staff traineeship – Council is pleased to 

welcome Ms Tommie-Rae Cameron as 

administrative trainee to the Shire of 

Meekatharra. Tommie-Rae transferred her 

traineeship from the Public Sector 
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Commission in Perth when she relocated 

back to Meekatharra to be with her 

family. Council has also employed 

additional staff in the Parks & Gardens, 

Civil Works and Finance areas of Councils 

operations. 

 Town Picture Gardens – Staff met on site 

with local tradesmen to discuss alternative 

design ideas that are modest and 

functional and councillors also undertook 

a site inspection following the Council 

meeting to further discuss these options. 

The community will be updated on 

progress. 

 Town Entry Statements – Councils 

Community Development & Services 

Manager (CDSM) presented the results of 

the fdesign survey to the Health, Building 

and Town Planning (HBTP) Committee 

meeting for discussion. The survey 

feedback in summary indicates the 

community want the Entry Statements to 

be big and bold and relevant to 

Meekatharra. Four people also expressed 

their interest in being part of a focus 

group further working on the design and 

placement of the signs. 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is 

scheduled for 9.30am on Saturday the 16th of 

July 2022 and the next CEO Council Message 

column will appear shortly after this meeting in 

the August 2022 edition of The Dust to provide 

information from this Council meeting as well as 

general information updates to the community. 

Until the next edition Bye for Now! 

KJ Matthews - CEO 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au


9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 

The 2022 Meekatharra NAIDOC Week Shirts have 

been a hit with the community. The unique design 

makes these Meekatharra NAIDOC Shirts so popu-

lar! 

The Youth Centre hold an annual competition with 

its participants to create the new NAIDOC shirt, the 

process starts in February and everyone is encour-

aged to submit at design. Once all the designs are 

submitted a vote is held and the winner get their 

shirt printed and then sold to the community as a 

fundraising for Youth Centre activities.  

The Youth Centre participant who designed the 

shirts is the very talented and dedicated Jonique 

Anderson. The design represents everyone coming 

together to celebrate NAIDOC Week as a commu-

nity. The whole team is very proud of this amazing 

piece of work. We have been very lucky to have a 

consistent incredible shirt designs throughout the 

past few years. 

2022 NAIDOC SHIRTS 
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I am currently acting in Senior Sergeant Garnaut’s position as 

Officer in Charge (OIC) of Meekatharra Police Station, until 

the 1st July when Sergeant Gary WILLIAMS will take the helm 

until Matt’s return to the chair on the 11th July. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two new 

police officers to Meekatharra. Senior Constable Parker and 

Constable Barker, have commenced their tenure in Meeka-

tharra and are looking forward to serving members of the 

local community. These officers bring experience and 

knowledge to the town which will only enhance the service 

we provide. Please feel free to stop and have a chat with 

them when you see them on duty.  

You may have noticed a greater presence by Meekatharra 

Police on the road recently. Traditionally the cooler months 

brings many tourists north seeking the warmer weather. 

Many people have question why we are conducting Random 

Breath Testing (RBT) of a morning in Meekatharra. The an-

swer to this is very easy with 2 high range reading of motor-

ist detected during this period. A third motorist was detected 

a short distance from town with a blood alcohol reading al-

most 4 time the legal limit traveling at 127 km/per hour and 

also had a lifetime suspend drivers’ licence.  

Please remember, Anywhere Anytime 

Alcohol related anti-social behaviour continues to be of con-

cern to police and community in general. Also, of concern is 

the increase in police officer assault that have occurred in 

recent times, especially when we are called to these anti-

social behaviour incidents by our community members.  

This type of offending and behav-

iour will not be tolerated and is not 

acceptable in any community and 

will be dealt with swiftly. A number 

of people have been charged and 

will be appearing in court. 

Stealing offences, have seen a 

slight increase over the last 2 

weeks from either retail outlets or 

from unlocked vehicles. Our retail-

ers, their suppliers and small busi-

nesses provide an essential service to the community and are 

valued by us. It saddens me to say that a number of the 

offenders are juveniles, but not in all case.  

Meekatharra Police will continue investigate these offences 

with vigour and put the offenders before the court. If you 

have any information about these or any other offences you 

are able to call the police station direct on 9918 7120 or al-

ternatively report through Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

Any information will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. 

Please remember “Look Lock Leave”  

Further we are seeing a rise in anti-social behaviour of juve-

niles while attending at our retailers in Meekatharra. Meeka-

tharra Police will work with and support our retailers to stop 

this behaviour.  

In the early hours of Wednesday morning the Automated 

Teller Machine (ATM) which is located outside IGA was 

attacked and suffered significant damage, which has ren-

dered it inoperable. This type of offending not only causes a 

great cost to the owners but a huge inconvenience to the 

greater community of in Meekatharra who utilise this ATM.  

Meekatharra Police immediately responded with the offend-

er being  identified, located and charged with Criminal Dam-

age and will appear in Meekatharra Court.        

Meekatharra Police continue to actively investigate reported 

crimes and engage with community members whilst out and 

about. I encourage the community as a whole to help us and 

in turn us help the community.  

The team here at Meekatharra Police are happy to stop and 

talk to locals, listen to your concerns or to just have a chat. 

Ultimately our best source of information is you, the commu-

nity of Meekatharra. 

Let’s all work together to keep us all safe. 

Rex Tunks A/Snr Sgt  

Officer in Charge  

Meekatharra Police Station  

COPS CORNER WITH ACTING SENIOR 

SERGEANT REX TUNKS 
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The Future Endeavours students at Meekatharra 

District high School found out that they would be 

designing and painting sneakers for Liam Henry 

from the Freo Dockers and Liam Ryan from the 

West Coast Eagles. The students have been busy 

working on their designs and getting the sneakers 

painted. Everyone will have a chance to vote on 

the winning designs during NAIDOC week. Two 

winners will be chosen (the ones with the highest 

number of votes), and they will get to design the 

sneakers for Liam Henry and Liam Ryan. The win-

ners will be announced after NAIDOC week.  

How you can you vote? 

 At the Yulella Hub NAIDOC Community 

Day, Wednesday the 6th of July between 

10am-2pm 

 NAIDOC Youth Ball at the shire hall, Thurs-

day the 7th  of July 5-9pm 

 Youth Focus Meekatharra Facebook page 

The NAIDOC shirt design has been finalised and 

will go on sale during NAIDOC week. The young 

people have done a fantastic job with the design, 

and we look forward to showing the shirt off once 

it has been printed! The shirt be sold in the 1OFF 

store in Perth.  

From Jamal at 1OFF Store 

1OFF Store partnered alongside Youth Focus WA 

on a journey to Meekatharra for the NAIDOC 

Sneaker Project. The aim of this project was to 

create an opportunity for young people in Meeka-

tharra to express their cultural and herit-

age through art and sneakers. NAIDOC is 

celebrated by people from all works of 

life, Indigenous and Non-Indigenous. 1OFF 

Store is grateful for the opportunity to be 

welcomed by the Meekatharra communi-

ty and stakeholders to inspire young peo-

ple to believe in their artistic talents and 

embrace their full selves.   

1OFF is a boutique store with a unique 

concept we carefully select some of the 

best and most sought-after street brands 

in our store. 1OFF is more than a store, we always 

keep community and culture at the heart of what 

we do. Our aim is to use our brand to inspire and 

encourage, to create change and represent the 

values we believe in. We are honoured to have all 

the work submitted by the Meekatharra District 

High School- Future Endeavour Class School fea-

tured on our merchandise. Their spectacular and 

unique artwork will be printed to create limited-

edition NAIDOC T-shirts. All proceeds from the 

shirts will go back to the Meekatharra Communi-

ty.  

NAIDOC SNEAKER PROJECT YOUTH FOCUS 
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From Nicholah at Youth Focus 

The NAIDOC theme for 2022 Get Up! Stand Up! 

Show Up! resonates with me as an ally for Aborig-

inal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. As a Black 

African woman working in Meekatharra, I embed 

cultural and intersectional practices in my work. 

This project was inspired by the NAIDOC theme 

for 2022, and a drive to amplify young local artist 

voices through art and creating an opportunity for 

recognition to help promote hope and resilience. 

Meekatharra might be a place of little water, how-

ever, it’s a community rich in cultural heritage. 

Through this project, we had the opportunity for 

community members, elders and local artist Mr 

Andrew Binsiar to come in and share their stories 

and knowledge with the young people.  

We saw services unite and collaborate to help 

make an impact on young people’s lives. The high-

light of this project was working alongside the 

Meekatharra District High School-Future Endeav-

ours class, Jamal Diallo and Dean from 1OFF 

Store. Jamal’s story of hope and resilience, and 

the impact 1OFF Store made on the community 

and young people was inspiring. What makes 

1OFF Store unique is through fashion and sneak-

ers, they promote culture, community and hope 

by creating a platform for creative artists and 

partnerships with Indigenous communities and 

People of Colour. As an ally I believe NAIDOC isn’t 

only something we celebrate once a week yearly. 

Every day need to honour, respect and 

acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples and the land we all live and work in. As 

mental health services it’s important we 

acknowledge and respect traditional cultural heal-

ing and wellness practices that have been passed 

on from many generations.   

From Deanne at Youth Focus 

NAIDOC to me is about the whole community 

getting together and sharing and acknowledging 

and being proud of our culture and who we are. 

We do this by cooking and sharing traditional 

foods and activities. It is a celebration of the 

whole community. 

From Paulette at Youth Focus 

NAIDOC Week is about celebrating the history, 

culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. Over the last few 

weeks Youth Focus has been working with the 

young people in the Future Endeavours class to 

design sneakers for Liam Ryan and Liam Henry. 

Their commitment to the project has been out-

standing; we have some truly talented young peo-

ple in this town. I am excited to see their final 

designs and what will come of this project. This 

year I want to celebrate and recognise the 

achievements of each and every young person in 

the Future Endeavours class, and their teachers, 

Miss Emily and Mr Shannon. It has been wonder-

ful to learn from them and witness their amazing 

talents.  
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

July 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

27 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Yoga 

6pm-7pm 
 

28 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

29 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
@ Oval 

30 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 

1 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 

2 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

3 

4 
Physio 

@Hospital 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
Flag Raising 10am 

@Shire 
Morning Tea 

10:10am 
@CRC 

 
Yoga 

6pm-7pm 

5 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
Wiluna Footy Comp 

 

6 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
Community Day 

10am-2pm 
@Yulella Hub 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 

7 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
Traditional Lunch 

11:30am-1pm 
@ Welcome Park 

 
Youth Ball 

5pm-6:30pm 
under 10’s 
7pm-9pm 

10 and over 
@Town Hall 

8 
 

Diabetes Team 
@Clinic 

 
 

9 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Markets 

9:30am-1pm 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

Midwife & Diabetic 
Educator 
@Clinic 

 
Yoga 

6pm-7pm 
 

 
 

12 
 
Midwife & Diabetic 

Educator 
@Clinic 

 
Mural Painting 

 
Skateboarding 

Workshop 
 
 

13 
 

Mural Painting 
 

Skateboarding 
Workshop 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 

14 
 

Mural Painting 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

Mural Painting 
 

Tech Training Night 
5pm-9pm 

@Community Hub 
 

 
 

 

16 
Art Exhibition 

3pm-5pm 
@Lloyds 

 
Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

17 

18 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Yoga 

6pm-7pm 
 

 
 

19 
On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
ICDC Physio &  
ICDC Podiatrist 

@Hospital 
ICDC Dietician  

@Clinic 

20 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
 

21 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

 
 

22 
 

Star Gazing  
@Oval 

6:30pm 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 
 
 

23 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling 9-11am 

 
Gardening 
Workshop 
2pm-4pm 

@Welcome Park 

24 

25 
 

Midwife  
@Clinic 

 
KindiLink 

10am-12pm 
 

Yoga 
6pm-7pm 

 
 

26 
Midwife & 360 

Health  
@Clinic 

Optometrist 
@Hospital 

 
On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

27 
360 Health  

@Clinic 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 

28 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

 
 

29 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 
 
 

 
 

30 
 

Containers for 
Change  

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 
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