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Beryl Walsh, Winner of the Senior of the Year Award 2023 

More Meeka Community Awards photos and information on page 10 
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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submissions to be added to the community newsletter. We are chasing 
articles about things happening around town. If you have any articles with information about any upcoming community 
events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay $100 for articles that are related to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, 
photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more about this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community newspaper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first week of 
each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meekatharra 
WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alternatively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material 

contained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they 

purport to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the 

basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary 

taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice 

contained herein. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The 
Newsletter reaches hundreds of people each month 
through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the 
mail, and those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in 
the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  
 

Prices (from 1st of July 2022) 
 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page 

27cmx18cm 
$74.05 $52.10 

Half Page 

13.5cmx18cm 
$43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page 

13.5cmx9cm 
$24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page 

9cmx6.75cm 
$18.50 $13.95 
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Dear Readers, 

Welcome back to another edition of the Meekatharra Dust. 

January has been an exciting month for the town with everyone getting back into the swing of things, the Youth Services pro-

gram has been engaging the young people and the Meeka Community Awards ceremony held  on the 26th. 

Congratulations to the winners and nominees of the Meeka Community Awards 2023! There is so much good being done in 

our town and honouring those who do so much is very important. Photos and a list of winners can be found on page 10.  

The Youth Services team have been open for extended hours during the school holidays to give the young people in town 

somewhere to hang out with their friends and do fun activities. Now that school is back they will be going back to their normal 

hours and program. A schedule will be up very soon on the Shire’s website and Facebook page. 

This month we are hosting a Welcome to Meeka evening for all those who are new to town. This event is aimed to get people 

involved in all the different aspects of our community. 

To keep up to date with things in Meeka check out the Meekatharra Dust Facebook page. 

Happy reading everyone. 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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Welcome to the February 2023 edition of The Dust CEO 

Council Message Report that provides information for all resi-

dents regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held 

on the 21st of January 2023 as well as the Health, Building 

and Town Planning Committee meeting that was held on the 

same day and the Audit Committee meeting held on the 

same morning. 

This section of The Dust is intended to provide a snapshot of 

the issues discussed at Councils Ordinary Meetings that are 

held each month.  The unconfirmed minutes of Council 

Meetings are placed on the Council website as soon as possi-

ble within the prescribed time limit whereby they are con-

firmed at the next scheduled Council Meeting. Furthermore, 

items listed on the agenda when published for the communi-

ty may not include all the items that were discussed at the 

Council Meeting, as provision is made for councillors and/or 

staff to introduce late items for consideration as permitted by 

legislation and Councils Standing Orders. Therefore, the fol-

lowing resolutions are only a snapshot extract of the full 

meeting agenda with the entire meeting proceedings being 

available in the official Council Minutes that are confirmed at 

the next meeting of Council.  

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Audit Committee 

Meeting 21 January 2023  

 

Item 3.1 – Annual Report and Audited Annual Financial  

That the Committee recommends that Council: 

1. accepts the 2021/2022 Annual Report incorporating 

the audited Financial Statements and auditors report; 

2. acknowledges receipt of the Management letter; 

3. give local public notice as soon as practicable that the 

2021/2022 Annual Report is available for public in-

spection; 

4. publish the 2021/2022 Annual Report on the Shire of 

Meekatharra’s website within 14 days; 

5. set the date and time for the Annual Electors meeting 

as Saturday 18 Fbruary 2022 commencing at 9:00 am 

in Council Chambers. Local public notice to be at least 

14 days prior to meeting date;  

6. authorise that the 2021/2022 Annual Report is sent to 

the Department of Local Government within 30 days 

of acceptance by the CEO. 

  

The above resolution confirms the Audit Committee recom-

mendation to Council to adopt the 2021/22 Annual Report 

and audited financial statements. The recommendation also 

includes the Electors Meeting being scheduled for Saturday 

18th of February 2023 whereby advertising will occur in The 

Dust, on Councils website and in newspaper(s) as required. 

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting 21 

January 2023  

Item 9.3.1 – Extraordinary Election 

That Council: 

1. Confirm the date for the extraordinary election to be Satur-

day 1st of April 2023, 

and 

2. Confirm that the extraordinary election will be conducted 

as an in-person election and that the CEO is the Returning 

Officer for the election in accordance with section 4.20 of the 

Local Government Act 1995. 

The above resolution confirms Councils requirement to 

schedule an extraordinary election as a result of the vacancy 

caused by the departure of Cr David Hodder. Advertising for 

the extraordinary election will occur over the next few 

months beginning with the advertisement in this edition of 

The Dust for the requirements of a new Electoral Roll. Mem-

bers of the community can contact the CEO or DCEO for fur-

ther information or queries regarding the election process at 

the Shire office. 

 

Item 9.3.4 – Meekatharra Airport Master Plan 2022 - 2027 

 That Council adopt the Meekatharra Airport 2022 – 2027 

Master Plan as appended to this report. 

The above resolution confirms Councils adoption of the re-

vised Meekatharra Airport Master Plan that can be viewed on 

Councils website or at the Shire office. 

 

Item 9.4.1 – Childcare Investigation Proposal 

That Council accept the proposal from Community Early 

Learning Australia (CELA) to investigate Childcare options for 

Meekatharra. 

The above resolution approves Community Early Learning 

Australia (CELA) to undertake an investigative study to re-

search the issues regarding the lack of adequate childcare 

CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 
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services in Meekatharra. The final study (and outcomes) will 

then be presented to Council for consideration. 

 

Further Information Snippets 

 Councils Youth & Recreation Services – The Christmas/

New Year period was a busy time for the Youth and 

Recreation Services Team where there was an in-

creased engagement with the nightly program com-

pared to previous years, while the day time sessions 

remained similar in attendance. Two particular high-

lights for the month were the team’s collaboration 

with other community service providers for the annual 

town Christmas party and the beginning of the holiday 

program. Well done to all our Youth & Recreation Ser-

vices Team as well as Councils Community Develop-

ment staff. 

 Wiluna Meekatharra Road (Goldfields Highway) – as 

advised in previous Dust editions, the Shire’s of 

Meekatharra and Wiluna continue to lobby the Minis-

ter for Transport and Main Roads WA to complete 

sealing the remainder of the unsealed road section of 

the Goldfields Highway. A Petition has now been draft-

ed for submission to the WA Legislative Council Stand-

ing Committee on the Environment and Public Affairs 

that is Chaired by the Mining & Pastoral Member, Pe-

ter Foster MLC. The intent of the Petition is to raise 

the issue directly with the WA Parliament and seek an 

outcome that has been a long standing concern for 

the Meekatharra and Wiluna communities, as well as 

the travelling public and freight operators. The Peti-

tion will be available as an ‘e-Petition’ that provides an 

easier process for signatories and allows more signa-

tures. Advertising and promoting of the Petition will 

occur over the next month. The community are urged 

to sign the e-petition when available. 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council scheduled for Saturday 

the 18th of February 2023 and the next CEO Council Message 

column will appear in the next edition of The Dust in early 

March. Until then bye for now! 

 

KJ Matthews – CEO 

Last light as a road train heads south from Meekatharra  by Raelene Hall 
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The Meeka Community Awards were a massive hit! Despite 

the rain (yes, there was rain) there was a big turn out with 

over 60 people attending.  

There was such a positive and supportive atmosphere during 

the awards and the rain was very refreshing! Once the 

awards ceremony was done morning tea was provided by 

Mama Moon’s Bakery and everyone was invited for a sau-

sage sizzle to the pool. The Shire provided free entry for the 

day to the pool for everyone. Yulella and Mission Australia 

had lollies and dessert for everyone too! 

The Community Awards were a way of bringing everyone 

together and celebrating the amazing work being done within 

the Meeka community. There are so many people in town 

doing things to better the community around them and the 

awards were a way for community members to nominate 

those who are doing the hard, incredible work. 

We had over 50 nominations in seven categories for  25 peo-

ple and organisations. The eight category was a Community 

Choice Award where the community were able to vote on 

who they believed deserved to be recognised for their hard 

work. There were almost 400 votes in this category, the 

choices were hard with so many amazing and talented peo-

ple being nominated.  

Once the nominations were in for the categories the Shire 

Council voted on who would win each award at the January 

meeting. I’m sure this decision was a tough one, so many 

people deserved to be recognised. 

Thank you Mission Australia, Youth Focus, Youth Services, 

Shire Team, CRC and Yulella for their ongoing support 

throughout the whole process from the beginning. Through-

out the planning stages of the awards the community was 

behind it and keen to acknowledge local people for their 

work. These people worked hard to advertise, nominate and 

encourage the community to be involved. The support is very 

appreciated and deserves to be recognised as well.  

Thanks to Councillor Judy Holden, Kadi King, Mandy Shar and 

Jo Bonnily for their work on the day during the presentations. 

The photos were taken by Raelene Hall and look amazing—

great job Raelene! Thanks for keeping everyone safe at the 

pool Fordy, much appreciated. 

The community awards were lucky enough to get local spon-

sors to support the day. Thank you to Shire of Meekatharra, 

Youth Focus, Department of Communities, Auski Motel and 

Brendan Hall Carpentry for your support, this would not be 

possible without you. 

Congratulations to all those who were nominated and those 

who won. You all deserve to be recognised and celebrated 

for your achievements.  

In case you missed the awards you can find a video of the 

ceremony on the Shire of Meekatharra YouTube channel or 

see the live stream from the 26th of January on the Meeka-

tharra Dust Facebook page. Photos are available on the 

Shire’s website and Facebook page as well. 

Here are the results from the awards…. 

Community Member of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Adrian Baumgarten 

 Amy Dickens 

 Dot Lauritsen 

 Heidi Burkenhagen 

 Jackie Carton 

 Kealy Wikstrom 

 Ken Burkenhagen 

 Lachlan Macdonald 

 Paulette Anderson 

 Svenja Clare 

Winner: Lachlan Macdonald 

Lachlan has been awarded Community Member of the Year 

for his hard work with the young people of Meekatharra. 

Lachlan is always willing to help when needed and going 

above and beyond for the community. 

Young Person of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Markus Simpson 

 Rueben Walsh 

Winner: Markus Simpson 

Markus has been awarded Young Person of the Year for his 

achievements with sports and being a kind, respectful young 

man. Markus has represented Meekatharra internationally 

and done the community proud. 

Senior of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Beryl Walsh 

 David Green 

 Dot Lauritsen 

MEEKA COMMUNITY AWARDS 2023 
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 Margaret Elliot 

Winner: Beryl Walsh 

Beryl has been awarded Senior of the Year for her efforts 

with fundraising for RFDS and other local causes. Beryl goes 

out of her way to support others and never asks for anything 

in return. 

Emerging Leader of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Andrew Binsiar Jnr 

 Joella Flanagan 

 Svenja Clare 

Winner: Joella Flanagan 

Joella has been awarded Emerging Leader of the Year for 

being a role model to the young people in town and working 

with our kids in various different ways. Joella is a bright and 

talented individual who will do amazing things with her life. 

Volunteer of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Colin Jones 

 Gillian Dodd 

 Shannon Mongoo 

 Svenja Clare 

Winner: Svenja Clare 

Svenja has been award-

ed with Volunteer of the 

Year for her work with 

Meeka Goes Green and 

St John Ambulance. 

Svenja has been a keen 

volunteer for many 

years now and uses her 

free time and energy 

with these agencies.  

Organisation or Group 

of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Meekatharra Shire Youth Services 

 Mission Australia 

 Youth Focus 

 Yulella Aboriginal Corporation 

Winner: Meekatharra Shire Youth Services 

The Meekatharra Shire Youth Services has been awarded 

Organisation or Group of the year for their consistent work 

with our young people. The team work with other agencies 

to create well rounded, engaging programs year-round.  

Event of the Year 

Nominees: 

 Outback Festival run by the Shire of Meekatharra 

 R U OK Day run by Mission Australia 

 Walk for Suicide Awareness run by Youth Focus 

Winner: Walk for Suicide Awareness run by Youth Focus  

The Meeka Walk for Suicide Awareness has been awarded 

Event of the Year for the innovative and meaningful event 

run by Youth Focus. The event reached a lot of people in 

town and brought people together.  

Community Choice Award 

Winner: Paulette Anderson 

Paulette was nominated in the Community Member of the 

Year category for all of her effort she puts into the communi-

ty and support she provides people in town. Paulette has 

won the Community Choice Award by community vote.   

Winners and Nominees: Gillian Dodd, Colin Jones, Svenja Clare, Amy Dickens, Rueben Walsh, Beryl Walsh, Shannon Mongoo, 

Paulette Anderson, Lachlan Macdonald, Margie Elliot, Andrew Binsiar, Dot Lauritsen and Andrea Binsiar 
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Above: Andrew Binsiar, Brady Binsiar, Samuel Lauri-

tsen, Lachlan Macdonald, William Lauritsen and Mar-

tin Lauritsen 

Right: Judy Holden, Dot Lauritsen, Margie Elliot and 

Angela Lauritsen 

Above: Colin Jones, Sam Morrison, John Isgar and 

Rueben Walsh 

Right: Jane and Ripper 

Below: Awards and Certificates 
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Left: Tommy and Emily 

Copeman, Sheridan Harrison 

and Andrea Binsiar 

Right: Freya and Georgia 

Macdonald and Dot Lauritsen 

Below: Kiara and Tenaya 

Left: Amanda Shar, Madona 

Simpson, Audrey Shar, Vivian 

Shar and Jo Bonnily 

Right: Waiting for the awards 

start 
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Left: Jo Bonnily the MC 

Right: Amanda Shar doing 

Welcome to Country 

Below: Judy Holden giving a 

speech on behalf of Council 

Left: Dot Lauritsen, nominee 

Community Member of the 

Year 

Right: Amy Dickens, nominee 

Community Member of the 

Year 
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Left: Lachlan Macdonald, 

winner Community Member 

of the Year 

Right: Rueben Walsh, nomi-

nee Young Person of the Year 

Below: Gillian Dodd, nominee 

Volunteer of the Year 

Left: Markus Simpson ac-

cepting award for son 

Markus Simpson, Young Per-

son of the Year 

Right: Rueben Walsh and 

Beryl Walsh 
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Left: Andrew Binsiar, nomi-

nee Emerging Leader of the 

Year 

Right: Colin Jones, nominee 

Volunteer of the Year 

Left: Shannon Mongoo, nom-

inee Volunteer of the Year 

Right: Svenja Clare, winner 

Volunteer of the Year 

Below: Paulette Anderson 

accepting award for Youth 

Focus, winner Event of the 

Year for Walk for Suicide 

Awareness 
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Left: Beryl Walsh, winner 

Senior of the Year 

Right: Ava Moon, Shyla 

Moon, Ned Moon and Poppy 

Hall 

Below: Lachlan, Margie, An-

drea and Andrew accepting 

award for Youth Services 

Team, winner of Organisation 

of the Year 

Left: Svenja Clare and Kathy 

Paponjak 

Right: Margie Elliot, nominee 

Senior of the Year 
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Left: Whyatt and Rhett 

Right: Andrea and Kai Binsiar 

Left: Paulette Anderson and 

Tommy Copeman 

Right: Fun at the Pool!! 

Below: Dot and Angela Lauri-

tsen 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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If you are a fan of the TV shows ‘Vera’ and ‘Shetland’ you 

possibly know that both series are based on books written by 

Ann Cleeves who has written over thirty novels. Prior to be-

coming an author Ann worked as a probation officer, bird 

observatory cook (where she met her husband) and auxiliary 

coastguard. 

Having just read ‘The Darkest Evening’ by Ann Cleeves, which 

is one of her ‘Vera’ novels, it was easy to picture Vera, her 

actions, expressions, accents and emotions in my mind. I’m 

not usually a fan of watching a movie before reading a novel 

it is based on but in this case, I didn’t actually know about the 

Ann Cleeves’ books until I noticed how popular they were in 

the library. 

In ‘The Darkest Evening’ Vera stumbles 

across a toddler abandoned in a car on a 

snowy winter Scottish night. Vera takes 

the child to the nearest house which 

belongs to relatives of hers, whom she is 

not close to. Whilst at the house a body 

is found in the snow, possibly the baby’s 

mother. It is up to Vera and her team to find out who mur-

dered the young mother and why. The answer to those ques-

tions kept me guessing until almost the end. 

We have a selection of Ann Cleeves’ books in the library and, 

whilst we don’t have any of the Shetland series (which is also 

available on DVD) in the library we can arrange to borrow 

copies from another library for anyone who would like to 

read them or watch the DVD’s. 

Raelene Hall 

Library Officer 

Meekatharra Library 

BOOK REVIEW 
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How long have you been volunteering for the Meekatharra 

Race Club? 

Since 2018. 

What made you start volunteering? 

For the Race Club? For sentimental reasons really. My par-

ents helped run the Race Club for a long long time when I 

was a kid growing up in Meeka. Then a few years ago when 

the races were going to be finishing up I was approached 

about helping out. 

What do you do as part of your role? 

I’m the Secretary so I’m responsible for all the admin things. 

For example, liaising with RWWA (Racing & Wagering West-

ern Australia), organising sponsorship, advertising etc. 

What do you like most about it? 

Being able to give back to the community. It’s such a long-

standing event with so much history – 

keeping it going is important. 

What’s the worst aspect? 

I would love more community support, 

to have more people on the com-

mittee. As with many volunteer or 

sporting groups there’s often only a 

few people that do everything. It’s the 

same in many towns really, not just in 

Meeka. 

Do you have any interesting/funny/

fascinating stories you can share? 

Hmm not really. None that I can think of on the spot now. 

Just generally I do remember that as a kid the Races were 

always the highlight of the year. 

What’s something people don’t know or should know about 

volunteering with the Race Club or volunteering in general? 

Whilst it can be a thankless job at times and you sometimes 

scratch your head and wonder why you’re doing it, in the end 

it is really rewarding. It’s hours of work but afterwards when 

it’s all done it feels very satisfying. It’s great to be able to give 

back to the community. 

Do you need more members or volunteers? How do people 

go about signing up? 

We would love more volunteers. Anyone interested can con-

tact me on 0491 972 800. Any and all help is welcome. 

 

Thank you for all you do, Kylie! 

INTERVIEW WITH A VOLUNTEER: 

KYLIE MOSES FROM THE MEEKATHARRA RACE CLUB  
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Accommodation Need for                 

Variety Bash 

 

Variety Bash are coming through town on 

August 14th, 2023. 

 

Three men are looking for 

accommodation for the evening. 

 

Please contact Peter Cahill on 

0418 680 360 or 

pacahill@gadprojects.com.au if you are 

able to supply accommodation for the 

night. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

30 January 
 

Yoga 5pm 

31 January 1 
School starts! 

 
Rhyme Time 

10am-10:30am 
 

Containers for 
Change  

12:30pm-4:30pm 
 

Adults Sports 6pm 
 

Horizon Power @ 
CRC 2:30-3:30pm 

2 3 4 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

5 

6 
 

Yoga 5pm 
 

Diabetic Educator 
@ Clinic 

 
 
 

7 
 

Midwife @ Clinic 
 

8 
 

Rhyme Time 
10am-10:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 6pm 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

12 
 

13 
 

Yoga 5pm 
 

14 
 

Valentine’s Day 
 

15 
 

Rhyme Time 
10am-10:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 6pm 

 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 

19 
 

20 
 

Yoga 5pm 
 

Australian Hearing 
 

 
 

21 
 
ICDC Team @ Clinic 

& Hospital 
 

Respiratory 
Educator & 360 
Health @ Clinic 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

Rhyme Time 
10am-10:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 6pm 

 
360 Health @ Clinic 

 
Optometrist 

23 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 

 

24 
 
Australian Hearing 

 
 

25 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

 
 
 

26 

27 
 

Yoga 5pm 
 

Physiotherapy 
@ Hospital 

 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

Physiotherapy 
@ Hospital 

 
 

 

1 March 
 

Rhyme Time 
10am-10:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 6pm 

2 March 3 March 4 March 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

5 March 

February 2023 


