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CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE

Welcome to the February 2024 edition of The Dust CEO Council Message Report which
provides information for all residents regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held
on the 20" January 2024 as well as the Audit Committee and Health, Building and Town
Planning Committee meeting held on the same morning.

This section of The Dust 1s intended to provide a snapshot of the issues discussed at Councils
Ordinary Meetings that are held each month. The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings
are placed on the Council website as soon as possible within the prescribed time limit
whereby they are confirmed at the next scheduled Council Meeting. Furthermore, items listed
on the agenda when published for the community may not include all the items that were
discussed at the Council Meeting, as provision is made for councillors and/or staff to
introduce late items for consideration as permitted by legislation and Councils Standing
Orders. Therefore, the following resolutions are only a summary extract of the full meeting
agenda with the entire meeting proceedings being available in the official Council Minutes
that are confirmed at the next meeting of Council.

Item 4.1 — Audited Financial Report
The Audit Committee recommended that Council accepts the 2022/23 Annual Report,

financial statements, auditor report and management letter. The annual report is now
available for public inspection at the shire office or online. The report will be sent to the
Department within 30 days.

The Annual Electors Meeting is scheduled for 17" February 2024 commencing at 9am at the
Shire Council Chambers.

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Health, Building & Planning Committee Meeting
20™ January 2024

Item 7.1.1 — Principal Environmental Health Officer and Building Surveyor’s Report

In accordance with the shared services agreement between the Shire of Meekatharra and the
Shire of East Pilbara, the report provided a summary of building, planning and environmental
health matters for December 2023. This included all activities, the progress of ongoing

projects and concerns related to the required services raised by the Shire of East Pilbara.
Further detail is available in the minutes of the Environmental Health Officer and Building
Surveyor’s Report.

ltem 7.1.2 — Community Development & Services Manager’s Report




Entry Statements

The plaque for the Time Capsule at the northern entry statement has arrived and will be
installed on a rock to mark the spot of the capsule. A visitor centre wall panel is being designed,
explaining the meaning of the artwork on the entry statement.

Event Update
The Town Christmas Party on 8® December was a huge success with great turnout. The team
is planning the Meeka Community Awards for 26" January.

Other item details from the Community Development & Services Manager’s Report can be
found in the Minutes of the Health, Building & Planning Meeting.

Item 7.1.3 - Local Planning Scheme No4 and Strategy

A revised version of the draft Scheme and Strategy was presented to the Committee, taking
into consideration feedback and amendments suggested by the Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage.

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinarv Meeting 20" January 2024

Item 9.3.1 — Mining Tenement Applications
That Council approve the following Applications from:
I. Mining Tenement Application 52/4310 and Tengraph Map from Mr Jason Livingstone
of Gidgegannup situated at Mulgul.
2. Mining Miscellaneous Licence Application 51/0135 and Tengraph Map on behalf of
KOP Ventures Pty Ltd situated at Kyarra.
3. Mining Prospecting Licence Application 51/3379 from Robert Wood of Meekatharra
situated at Chesterfield.
4. Mining Lease(s) Application 51/914 and 51/915 and Tengraph Map by Anderson’s
Tenement Management on behalf of Colin Neve situated at Quinns.
Council considers mining applications received for the district on a monthly basis.

Item 9.4.1 — Gym Use by Meekatharra District High School

Council considered a request by the High School for the usage of the Shire’s Community
Gym in order for the school to run fitness sessions for students aged 15 years and older.
Council approved this request subject to a number of conditions and granted a substantial
waiver of the normal gym fees to allow a special discounted school group fee.

Item 11.1 - Annual Report and Audited Financial Report

Council accepted the Annual Report and Audited Financials as per the Audit Committee’s
recommendation.

Item 13.1 — Bitumen Sealing Works Meekatharra Airport
Council opted for a best practice approach as recommended by the approved contractor

(Bitutek Pty Ltd) for an additional ‘sand seal emulsion treatment’ for the Meekatharra Airport
resealing project. A sand seal emulsion treatment with provide best value for money,




longevity and will increase serviceability of the runway for jet aircraft usage. The additional
sand seal works will be funded through the Airport Runway Reserve. The airport works will
commence 10" March 2024 which means the airport will be closed for 2-3 weeks. The works
are essential in the upkeep and sustainability of the airport and involves the runway, apron,
taxiway and RFDS area. Some disruption to flights will occur and the community is advised
to check with Public Notices that will be advertised closer to the date.

Further Information Snippets
» A new Community Development & Services Manager, David Schulz, has been

appointed and will commence duties on the 5™ February 2024 that will allow a
handover period with the outgoing CDSM Svenja Clare. Council extends its gratitude
and best wishes to Svenja and Pete as they embark on the next chapter of their lives in
the south west of the State. David Schulz comes to Meekatharra from Darwin where
he has worked extensively with indigenous communities and youth at various not for
profit organizations and his own consultancy business. We welcome David to the
Shire and indeed to the community of Meekatharra.

Our current Deputy Chief Executive Officer (DCEQ), Peter Dittrich has sadly departed
the Shire of Meekatharra (prior to Christmas) and advertising for the position closed
in mid January 2024. It is expected interviews of potential applicants will occur in
early February 2024 with an anticipated appointment being made towards the end of
February. Mr Darren Friend has been appointed as A/DCEQ until a new DCEQ is
appointed.

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for Saturday 17™ February 2024 so the
next CEO Council Message column will appear in the March 2024 edition. Until then bye for

now!

KJ Matthews — CEO
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