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The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting
publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material
contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they
purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the
basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if
necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances.
Accordingly, no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of
the Meekatharra Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter,
comment or advice contained herein.

GENERAL DISCLAIMER

 
SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2026
ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL

In accordance with section 5.25(1)(g) of the Local Government
Act 1995 and regulation 12 of the Local Government
(Administration) Regulations 1996 the scheduled Shire of
Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting dates for 2026 calendar year are
as follows:

Saturday, 17 January 2026

Saturday, 21 February 2026

Saturday, 21 March 2026

Saturday, 18 April 2026

Saturday, 16 May 2026

Saturday, 20 June 2026

Saturday, 25 July 2026

Saturday, 15 August 2026

Saturday, 12 September 2026

Saturday, 17 October 2026

Saturday, 21 November 2026

Friday, 18 December 2026

All meetings are held in Council Chambers located at the corner
Main & Savage Streets Meekatharra and commence at 11.30am
(except the 18 December 2026 meeting which commences at
4:30pm).

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
  

Audit Committee Meetings will be arranged as required in
consultation with the Shire President. 

Nathan Cain
Chief Executive Officer



We would love to hear from you.
 Please contact the Community Development Officer to provide

submissions on

08 9980 0600 
shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

and follow us on our socials!
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Welcome to 2026! 
Welcome to the first edition of The Meekatharra Dust for 2026

As we begin a new year, the Shire of Meekatharra extends a warm welcome to residents,
visitors, community groups and partners who contribute to making our town a vibrant and
connected community.

2025 end of festive season brought great community spirit, highlighted by the Community
Christmas Lights Competition, where residents decorated their homes and brightened the
streets across town. Congratulations to all participants and the winners of the People’s
Choice and Judge’s Awards. Events like these help bring the community together and
create a wonderful atmosphere for families and visitors alike.

Community activities continued into the new year with the Community Pool Party, which
welcomed more than 170 attendees. The event provided a fun and safe environment for
families and young people to celebrate the end of the school holidays, with music,
activities, a sausage sizzle and raffle prizes enjoyed throughout the day.

Another highlight was the Community Bike Build & Ride Event, where volunteers worked
alongside children and families to repair bikes before heading out for a group ride around
the oval. The event showcased the strong spirit of community collaboration in Meekatharra
and was proudly hosted by the Shire of Meekatharra in partnership with Malya Mayu, with
support from Meekatharra Police,  Community Resource and Visitor Centre, Youth Focus,
Mission Australia, Westgold Resources Limited, Communities of Focus, and Bicycles for
Humanity.

Important infrastructure improvements are also continuing across the region. Recently, the
gravel runway resheeting at Meekatharra Aerodrome was completed, improving the
condition and long-term performance of this key regional asset supporting aviation
services and connectivity for the Murchison region.

Looking ahead, Council meetings and community initiatives will continue throughout the
year, and residents are encouraged to stay involved in local events and activities.

We thank our community members, volunteers, organisations and partners for their
continued support. We wish everyone a safe, healthy and successful year ahead and look
forward to another great year in Meekatharra – A Golden Prospect.



Community Happenings | Christmas Lights
Competition

The festive season in Meekatharra was made
even brighter with the Community Christmas
Lights Competition, held from Monday 18
November to Wednesday 17 December 2025.
The initiative encouraged residents to decorate
their homes and share the Christmas spirit with
the wider community.

A total of nine households entered the
competition, bringing colourful lights and festive
decorations to streets across town. 

Two prizes of $400 were awarded as part of the
competition; a People’s Choice Award, voted on
by the community, and a Judge’s Award,
selected by the Shire.

Congratulations to the 2025 winners:
People’s Choice Award: Takilisi Vilikokohu
Judge’s Award (tie – prize shared): Kerry
Salmon and Deon Councillor

The competition created a wonderful festive
atmosphere throughout Meekatharra, with
beautifully decorated homes adding colour and
cheer to the community during the Christmas
period.

The Shire of Meekatharra thanks everyone who
took part and those who supported the
competition through their votes and
encouragement. Participants shared positive
feedback about the event and many have already
expressed interest in taking part again next year.

Initiatives like this help bring the community
together and add a little extra sparkle to the
holiday season. The Shire looks forward to seeing
even more homes lighting up Meekatharra next
Christmas.

Community Christmas Lights Brighten
Meekatharra



Community Happenings | Community Pool
Party

Community Pool Party Event

The Community Pool Party held on Monday 26
January 2026 at the Meekatharra War
Memorial Swimming Pool, was a fantastic
evening that brought the community together
to enjoy the summer weather.

With 172 people attending, the pool was full of
laughter, music and activity as families,
children and friends gathered to enjoy a warm
summer evening. The pool provided the
perfect place to cool off, with many young
people diving straight in to enjoy the refreshing
water and spend time with their friends.

A range of fun activities kept everyone
entertained throughout the evening. Games
such as Limbo and Musical Statues proved
especially popular with the kids, with plenty of
laughter and friendly competition as
participants joined in. Music from the DJ
helped create a lively and welcoming
atmosphere across the pool area.

To keep everyone refreshed during the warm
weather, a selection of fresh fruit, icy poles
and water was provided throughout the event.
Guests also enjoyed a BBQ meal with salads,
ensuring everyone was well catered for while
spending time together.

Prizes added extra excitement to the evening,
with Malya Mayu sponsoring children’s prizes,
while the Community Resource and Visitor
Centre facilitated four $50 Westcoast Seafood
vouchers for adult door prizes.



Community Happenings | Community Pool
Party

The Shire of Meekatharra also thanks local Police and
community volunteers who assisted with food service and
activities, helping make the event a great success.

Events like the Community Pool Party provide a wonderful
opportunity for residents to come together, connect and enjoy
the facilities our town has to offer.



Community Happenings | Community Bike 
Build & Ride Event

On Friday 27 February 2026, the Shire of
Meekatharra in partnership with Malya Mayu and
supported by several community organisations,
hosted the Community Bike Build & Ride Event.

Around 130 community members came together for
an afternoon of building, repairing and riding bikes.
The Youth Centre workshop was full of activity as
volunteers worked alongside young people and
families to repair bicycles — pumping tyres,
tightening chains, decorating and getting bikes
ready to ride.

Once the bikes were ready, the kids, along with
their parents and the volunteers, proudly rode
together up to the oval. Laughter echoed as they
zoomed around, enjoying their newly fixed bikes.
Meanwhile, the staff and volunteers fired up a
classic sausage sizzle, filling the air with the smell
of sizzling sausages and adding the perfect finishing
touch to a truly memorable community day.

The event was about much more than bikes. It
created opportunities for young people and adults
to learn practical repair skills, build confidence and
work together as a community. Cycling also
supports physical health, reduces stress and
strengthens social connections.

All the refurbished bicycles were gifted to young
people and families in need, ensuring the positive
impact of the day continues well beyond the event
itself.

The Shire of Meekatharra extends sincere thanks to
all volunteers and organisations who made the
event possible, including Bicycles for Humanity
WA, Meekatharra Police, Youth Focus, Mission
Australia, Westgold Resources, Communities of 

Community Bike Build & Ride Event



Community Happenings | Community Bike 
Build & Ride Event

 Focus, Community Resource and Visitor Centre, and Malya Mayu.

Most importantly, thank you to the Meekatharra community for your enthusiasm and support in
making the Community Bike Build & Ride Event such a success.

The Shire of Meekatharra is please to share that
the gravel runway resheeting works at the
Meekatharra Aerodrome were successfully
completed in February 2026. Carried out over
the course of one week, the works have
significantly improved the condition of the
runway surface, helping ensure safer and more
reliable aircraft operations for the community
and the many services that rely on the
aerodrome.

The Meekatharra Aerodrome is an important
part of the town’s infrastructure, supporting
medical flights, emergency services, mining
operations and general aviation across the
region. Maintaining the aerodrome to a high
standard helps ensure these essential
connections remain safe and dependable for
our community.

The Shire would like to thank Anthony Madden
(Spud), Manager - MTF Services Pty Ltd, and his
team for completing the works and delivering a
high-quality result. Projects like this keep
Meekatharra Connected and ensure our local
infrastructure continues to support the needs of
residents, visitors and regional services.
 

Meekatharra Aerodrome Gravel
Runway Resheeting Completed



Community Happenings | Research in the Red
Dust

Murchison. 

From those interviews I learnt that
people want community-centered,
practical ways to connect with other
people, communities and regions
experiencing similar things.

What came to mind was a mining
communities hub, built from the
ground up. So, I put together a few
questions to ask people how it might
work: how involved communities
should be, what would make a hub
valuable and if mining companies
should be included.

Thanks to everyone who has already
responded. 
The survey will be open until the
end of January and can be accessed
at tinyurl.com/3y3hkvc2 or by
scanning the QR code. It takes less
than 5 minutes to complete.

This year I will be working on how to
turn the hub into a reality. If anyone is
interested in having a chat about the
project you can contact me at 

Amberley Laverick
School of Environment and Agriculture
University of Western Australia
‘The red dirt just gets into your blood’ was how someone described the Murchison to me last year. After
spending six months in the Mid West, interviewing people for research on how communities have
experienced mining transitions, this statement pretty much sums up my experience.

I was back in Meekatharra in December to talk to people about the project and ask for opinions about
what comes next. Some of you would have stopped by the market to have a chat with me.
Mining transitions are all those changes that happen during a mining project – transitions into, through
and out. People’s experiences and knowledge are essential for how communities navigate these
transitions. 

I interviewed 22 people across the region – from the agricultural and coastal towns through to the 

amberley.laverick@research.uwa.edu.au

https://uwa.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eaLjioHztCoKZPE


Community Happenings | Youth Services

Kids Zone and the Youth Centre are open most of the year
round. Both facilities provide after school programs for youth
from ages 5yrs-17yrs and give them a safe space to connect
with others.

Both areas have staff trained to supervise and guide the
youth in what they want to do. The facilities are well
equipped to provide a broad range of resources and activities
to keep young minds busy.

Kids Zone welcomes children from 5yrs - 9yrs, children under
5 years must be accompanied by an adult. 
The  Youth Centre welcomes young people from 10yrs -17yrs. 
All youth are welcome to attend. 

Opening Hours 
Kids Zone: 

Youth Centre: 
At the oval

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980 0600 or
email shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

Kids Zone & Youth Centre

3:00pm - 5:00pm | Monday to Friday

3:00pm - 5:00pm | Monday to Friday
6:00pm - 8:00pm | Tuesday & Thursday



Community Happenings | Meekatharra DHS
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Community Happenings | Meekatharra DHS
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Community Happenings |  Easter in Meekatharra



Community Happenings |  INIFINITY SKATE





Service Providers  | RUBBISH COLLECTION

Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool



Service Providers  |
VISITING HEALTH
SERVICES



Lloyd’s Outback Plaza Conference Room is a state-of-the-art
conferencing facility set to accommodate a maximum of 25 people. 

Location: Lloyd’s Outback Plaza, 64 Main Street, WA 6642

Amenities include kitchenette, external toilets to conference room (incl.
disabled access toilet) and on-street parking.

Contact the Meekatharra Community Resource & Visitor Centre to
hire this venue.
          (08) 9980 1811
          hello@meekacrc.com.au

Lloyds Conference Room

Night Light Usage 
$10.00 per hour - Basketball, Tennis Courts, Oval
Night light key bond $50.00

08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

www.meekashire.wa.gov.au

Please contact us directly
for any queries, or to book

a facility.

Lloyds Plaza Conference Room

Meekatharra Shire Hall

Sporting Complex and Oval

One of the most important buildings in town, our beloved Meekatharra
Shire Hall is a multi-purpose space where your team, or family can utilise
for almost anything. 
This space accommodates a maximum of 250 people.

Location: Savage Street, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, walk-in cool room, toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
separate bar area, equipment hire, projector, inflatable screen and on-
street parking.

Fees & Charges
Please contact us for a full break down of charges dependent on your
needs.

Town Hall

Looking for a space to use for a big event in town?

The Meekatharra Sporting Complex and Oval might be the space for you.
It boasts a luscious green oval with peaceful views of the area. 
It is accompanied with an indoor function space that accommodates a
maximum of 50 people.

Location: Landor Meekatharra Road, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, internal & external toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
equipment hire and ample parking.

Sporting Complex and Oval

Community Facilities | Available For Hire



Community Facilities | Sport & Recreation

Meekatharra War Memorial Pool 
Open: October - March
The Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool is located
on Main Street in the center of town. A much loved
community asset, it’s the perfect place to cool off during
the warm summer months, socialise with friends or
improve your fitness.

Seasonal Hours: 1 October to 31 March each year

Monday - Friday:

Saturday - Sunday:

Fees & Charges
Community usage is now FREE for the 2025/26 pool
season.
The ‘Pool for School’ policy still remains in place during
school terms. 

12:00pm to 6:00pm
6:00pm to 7:00pm - Adults Only

11:00am to 6:00pm

The gym is located at the Sporting Complex off the Landor
Meekatharra Road behind the main building and can be
accessed daily. 

This unmanned gym has all the equipment you will need to
complete your workout.

Access to the gym is with a membership which can be
purchased from the Shire Office. Make sure to sign up and
check out the space. 

Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.

Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2024)
$20 once-off sign up fee + then $32 per month
Concessions available with proof of eligibility.
Fees apply for lost cards

Gym
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The Meekatharra Squash Court is located behind the Club
Rooms at the Sporting Complex off the Meekatharra
Landor Road. The key and air-con tokens are available
from the Shire Office. 

This is an unmanned facility.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2024)
Court Hire - $10 (per hour/token)
Key Bond - $50 (cash only)

Squash Court

The basketball courts are located at the Meekatharra
Sporting Complex off the Meekatharra Landor Road and
is a free-usage community space.

This is an unmanned recreational space.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2024)
Court Hire - No charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)

Basketball Courts

The Tennis Court is located at the Sporting Complex off
the Meekatharra Landor Road and is a free use
community facility.

This is an unmanned recreational space.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2024)
Court Hire - No charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)

Tennis Court

Community Facilities | Sport & Recreation



The Meekatharra Public Library is located at the Shire Office
and is combined with a small museum. The library is a great
resource and available to all members of the community.
The library contains a comprehensive collection of fiction,
and non-fiction books, large print books, audiobooks, and
DVDs for adults and children. There is a regular exchange of
books to ensure up to date and varied stock. 

A selection of new books is displayed on our feature tables
until the next supply of stock arrives. 

A large variety of resources are available upon request and
include titles in audio format, large print, languages other
than English, and an extensive DVD collection.

You can also apply for the following:
Membership - There is no cost for library membership
for residents of Meekatharra. 
Visitor Membership - Visitors can become a member
of the Meekatharra Library. The requirements are the
same as for residents.
Borrower Rights - Please bring your library card when
borrowing or renewing items. Items can be borrowed for
three weeks. 

Opening Hours: 
9:00am - 4:00pm
Monday - Friday
*closed Public Holidays

SIZE COLOUR B & W

Full Page $77.00 $49.50

Half Page $44.00 $27.50

Quarter Page $27.50 $16.50

Eighth Page $16.50 $11.00

Advertising in the
Meekatharra Dust
The Meekatharra Dust is a community newsletter produced by
the Shire of Meekatharra. It highlights local events and helps to
distribute information relevant to the area. 
Distribution channels are via postal subscriptions, online views
on the website and local distributors. 

Local non-for-profit organisations are eligible to receive free
advertising. 

To advertise in the Meekatharra Dust, please contact the
Community Development Officer on
shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au. Prices (from 1st of July 2025)

VOL_NTEER
WE NEEDU

wa.gov.au/volunteering

Library & Museum

08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

75 Main Street

https://www.meekashire.wa.gov.au/museum.aspx


Service Provider | Mission Australia
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For more information please contact our Community Hub Coordinator
Email: communitycoordinator@yulella.org.au

Phone: 0499 462 829

F O O D  F O R  T H E  M O B  

T R A N S P O R T
S E R V I C E S  F O R

A P P O I N T M E N T S
S O C I A L
P A R T I C I P A T I O N  
C L A S S E S

Y A R D  &
G A R D E N I N G

S E R V I C E S  

H O U S E
C L E A N I N G  

Core Services
We are now able to assist NDIS participants

with their Core Service needs. 



Photo from: wanderingwarwickswonderment.wordpress.com

Located at:

77 Main Street, 

Meekatharra, 6642

Facilities:

Hotel/ Motel 

Pub

Bottle'o

Outdoor Beer Garden

Air conditioned Dining Room

Commercial 

Hotel

Meekatharra

We serve excellent 
counter meals daily

Lunch

12 noon - 1:30 pm 

(Mon-Sat)

Dinner

6-8 pm 

(Sun-Sat)

Accommodation includes

- 18 Modern Motel units with 
en suite, Tv, & Air con-

-Located at the rear of Hotel 
with enclosed parking-

-Traditional Hotel rooms with 
TV & air con-

-Located upstairs in 
original building-

For bookings and enquiries:

Telephone

99811020

Email 

commieh@westnet.com.au

Website 

www.commercialmeeka.com.au

Motel Rooms

Motel Rooms

Beer Garden

Pub



Activities  
Word Search

Sudoku





08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

75 Main Street

Subscriptions
If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust,
contact us to find out more.

Subscriptions are for a 12-month period, including
postage. Alternatively, you can download a free copy
from our website. 
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	Fees & Charges Please contact us for a full break down of charges dependent on your needs.

	Sporting Complex and Oval
	Looking for a space to use for a big event in town?
	The Meekatharra Sporting Complex and Oval might be the space for you. It boasts a luscious green oval with peaceful views of the area.  It is accompanied with an indoor function space that accommodates a maximum of 50 people.
	Location: Landor Meekatharra Road, WA 6642
	Amenities include: kitchen, internal & external toilets, outdoor twin BBQ, equipment hire and ample parking.
	Night Light Usage  $10.00 per hour - Basketball, Tennis Courts, Oval Night light key bond $50.00
	Lloyds Plaza Conference Room
	Meekatharra Shire Hall
	Sporting Complex and Oval
	08 9980 0600
	shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
	www.meekashire.wa.gov.au


	Community Facilities |

	Sport & Recreation
	Meekatharra War Memorial Pool  Open: October - March
	Seasonal Hours: 1 October to 31 March each year
	Monday - Friday:
	Saturday - Sunday:

	Gym
	Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.

	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	MARCH
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	Public Holiday Labour Day
	Containers for Change
	Dental Clinic Visit Commences
	Containers for Change
	Blue Light Pool  Party  4pm - 6pm
	Containers for Change
	Dental Clinic Visit Ends
	Containers for Change
	Council Meeting 11:30am
	Containers for Change

	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	APRIL
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	Public Holiday Good Friday
	Easter Egg Hunt and Disco  4pm- 7pm
	Public Holiday Easter Monday
	School Holiday Program - Youth Centre & Kids Zone
	Containers for Change
	Council Meeting 11:30am
	School Holiday Program - Youth Centre & Kids Zone
	Lung Cancer Screening  (Heart of Australia)
	Infinity Skate Workshop
	Containers for Change
	ANZAC Day Public Holiday
	Dawn Service  Paddy’s Flat
	Containers for Change
	ANZAC Day Public Holiday

	Community Facilities |

	Sport & Recreation
	Squash Court
	Basketball Courts
	Tennis Court
	Library & Museum

	VOL_NTEER WE NEEDU
	wa.gov.au/volunteering
	Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust
	SIZE
	COLOUR
	B & W
	Full Page
	$77.00
	$49.50
	Half Page
	$44.00
	$27.50
	Quarter Page
	$27.50
	$16.50
	Eighth Page
	$16.50
	$11.00



	Mission Australia
	First Aid Tips
	Consumer Protection
	Gardening
	Health
	We are now able to assist NDIS participants with their Core Service needs.
	FOOD FOR THE MOB
	TRANSPORT SERVICES FOR APPOINTMENTS SOCIAL PARTICIPATION  CLASSES
	YARD & GARDENING SERVICES
	HOUSE CLEANING
	Meekatharra


	Commercial  Hotel
	Facilities:
	Hotel/ Motel
	Pub
	Bottle'o
	Outdoor Beer Garden
	Air conditioned Dining Room
	Located at: 77 Main Street,  Meekatharra, 6642
	For bookings and enquiries: Telephone 99811020 Email  commieh@westnet.com.au Website  www.commercialmeeka.com.au
	Motel Rooms
	Pub


	We serve excellent  counter meals daily
	Lunch 12 noon - 1:30 pm  (Mon-Sat) Dinner 6-8 pm  (Sun-Sat)
	Motel Rooms

	Accommodation includes
	- 18 Modern Motel units with  en suite, Tv, & Air con-
	-Located at the rear of Hotel  with enclosed parking-
	-Traditional Hotel rooms with  TV & air con-
	-Located upstairs in  original building-
	Beer Garden




	Activities   Word Search
	Sudoku
	Subscriptions
	If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust, contact us to find out more.


	75 Main Street
	08 9980 0600
	shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

