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The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting
publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material
contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they
purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the
basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if
necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances.
Accordingly, no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of
the Meekatharra Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter,
comment or advice contained herein.

GENERAL DISCLAIMER

 
SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2026
ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL

In accordance with section 5.25(1)(g) of the Local Government
Act 1995 and regulation 12 of the Local Government
(Administration) Regulations 1996 the scheduled Shire of
Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting dates for 2026 calendar year are
as follows:

Saturday, 17 January 2026

Saturday, 21 February 2026

Saturday, 21 March 2026

Saturday, 18 April 2026

Saturday, 16 May 2026

Saturday, 20 June 2026

Saturday, 25 July 2026

Saturday, 15 August 2026

Saturday, 12 September 2026

Saturday, 17 October 2026

Saturday, 21 November 2026

Friday, 18 December 2026

All meetings are held in Council Chambers located at the corner
Main & Savage Streets Meekatharra and commence at 11.30am
(except the 18 December 2026 meeting which commences at
4:30pm).

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
  

Audit Committee Meetings will be arranged as required in
consultation with the Shire President. 

Nathan Cain
Chief Executive Officer



We would love to hear from you.
 Please contact the Community Development Officer to provide

submissions on

08 9980 0600 
shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

and follow us on our socials!
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Welcome to the April – July
2026 Edition
The past few months have been busy across Meekatharra, with work continuing on local
infrastructure, community services and planning for the future. A key milestone was the
adoption of the Strategic Community Plan 2026, informed by feedback from residents and
stakeholders and setting the Shire’s priorities and direction for the years ahead.

Council also adopted the 2026–27 Annual Budget, supporting continued investment in roads,
infrastructure, facilities and essential services across the district. Road construction, renewal
and floodway works have remained a key focus, alongside improvements to Shire facilities and
other infrastructure projects.

The past few months have also featured a range of community events and activities, including
ANZAC Day commemorations, NAIDOC Week celebrations, the Business Sundowner, youth
and school holiday programs, and sporting activities. These provided opportunities for
residents of all ages to participate, connect and come together.

The Shire acknowledges the contributions of community members, Council, staff, local
businesses, volunteers, community organisations and partner agencies who have supported
the work and activities highlighted throughout this edition.

As we move into the second half of 2026, work continues across the Shire, with preparations
also well underway for the Spirit of Meekatharra Festival in September.



Community Happenings |  Connection & 
  Remembrance   

April was a busy month for community and
youth activities, beginning with Easter
celebrations and a Blue Light Disco, bringing
children and young people together for
activities, entertainment and connection.

During the school holidays, the Shire
welcomed the THRiiVE team to Meekatharra,
who worked alongside the Shire’s Youth
Officers to deliver a range of engaging
activities for local children and young people.
Young people also participated in the
Meekatharra–Wiluna Sports Day and a two-
day Infinity Skate workshop, promoting
teamwork, confidence, participation and
connection through sport and recreation.

The month concluded with the community
coming together to commemorate ANZAC
Day. Residents attended the Dawn Service
and community breakfast to pay tribute to the
courage and sacrifice of Australia’s
servicemen and women and honour all those
who have served our nation.

Together, these activities provided
opportunities for people of all ages to
participate, connect and come together as a
community.



Community Happenings |

htt

A Community United in Remembrance 

The Meekatharra community came together at the Swimming Pool lawn for a heartfelt Candlelight
Vigil in honour and remembrance of Kumanjayi Little Baby, a five-year-old girl from Alice Springs.
Community members were encouraged to wear pink, her favourite colour, as families, children,
Elders and residents gathered in support and solidarity. The evening included a moment of silence,
candle lighting and an opportunity for personal reflection.

Led by community member Timika King, the vigil concluded with evening tea shared among those
in attendance. The gathering reflected the compassion and unity of the Meekatharra community,
providing a space to come together, remember and show support.

Coming Together in
Remembrance



Community Happenings | Shaping
Meekatharra's Future

Community feedback informing the Strategic Community Plan 2026



Community Happenings | Shaping
Meekatharra's Future



More than 60 attendees joined the End of Financial
Year Business Sundowner, bringing together local
businesses, mining representatives, government
agencies, community organisations and
community members for an evening of networking
and connection.

The evening provided a relaxed setting for
conversation and networking, with food and
refreshments provided alongside live music from
The Rustic Country Duet, Timika King and Barry
Taylor.

The Shire acknowledges the support of the Mid
West Development Commission and the
Meekatharra Community Resource Centre in
helping deliver the event.

The Business Sundowner provided a valuable
opportunity to strengthen local networks, build
relationships and support connections between
businesses, organisations and the wider
Meekatharra community.

Community Happenings | Meekatharra Business
Sundowner



NAIDOC Week 2026 brought the Meekatharra
community together for a week of celebration, culture
and connection, marking 50 years of NAIDOC under the
theme “50 Years of Deadly: From Strength to Strength.”

Throughout the week, community organisations worked
together to deliver a range of activities, including the
Flag Raising Opening Ceremony, Hip Hop Workshops,
Community Cook-Up, Elders’ Morning Tea, NAIDOC
Youth Ball and Family Fun Day.

Opening Ceremony
NAIDOC Week commenced with a community Flag
Raising Ceremony, bringing Elders, residents and
community members together to mark the beginning of
the week’s celebrations.

Community Cook-Up & Hip Hop Workshops
Community members came together through food,
music and creativity, with activities providing
opportunities for people of all ages to connect and
celebrate.

Elders’ Morning Tea
The Elders’ Morning Tea brought Elders together for a
relaxed morning of conversation, refreshments and
connection, recognising the important role of Elders in
our community.

NAIDOC Youth Ball
The Youth Ball brought young people together for an
enjoyable evening of music, dancing and activities,
creating a fun and welcoming celebration of NAIDOC
Week.

Family Fun Day
The Family Fun Day brought families and community
members together at the Meekatharra Oval for a day of
celebration and connection, featuring live
entertainment from the Red Ochre Band.

Community Happenings | Celebrating NAIDOC
Week 2026



Community Happenings | Celebrating NAIDOC
Week 2026

These NAIDOC Week activities are delivered with funding
support from the National Indigenous Australians Agency.



Community Happenings | School Holiday
Basketball Program 

As part of the school holiday program, Shire of
Meekatharra Youth Services, in collaboration with Youth
Focus Meekatharra and Shire of Cue Youth Services,
delivered a School Holiday Basketball Program in Cue.

The program provided young people with an opportunity
to participate in basketball, stay active and develop
teamwork, confidence and friendships in a positive and
inclusive environment. Following the games, a
community barbecue provided an opportunity for
participants, families and community members to
come together and enjoy the afternoon.

Approximately 50–60 people participated throughout
the day, including young people, parents, carers,
community members, visitors and Cue Police. The
strong participation and involvement from both
Meekatharra and Cue contributed to an enjoyable
community event.

The Shire thanks Youth Focus Meekatharra, Shire of Cue
Youth Services, Cue Police, parents, carers, volunteers
and everyone who contributed to the delivery of the
program and supported a positive experience for the
young people involved.



Community Happenings | Meekatharra DHS



Community Happenings | Meekatharra DHS



Community Story | The Forbidden Breakaway
By Frank Kruse

I met an old man in Meekatharra, who visited a breakaway (south of town) to camp for a few nights
and prospect for gold. Slinging up a tarp between two trees, he laid out his swag, made a fire, and
sat down to enjoy a beer, when he heard a noise behind him. The tarp was lying on the ground. He
put it back up, tying the knots tighter than before. By morning the tarp had fallen down. He tied it
up even more secure than before. After a long day prospecting, he returned to his camp, only to
find the tarp was on the ground again. “Strange”, he thought. That night, sitting by the fire, he felt an
eerie presence.

The next day, wandering around the breakaways, he stumbled across some rock art. He stared at
the unusual paintings in awe, taking in as much as he could, as he knew not to take a photo. That
night, around the fire, after a few more beers than usual, he scratched his head and thought about
the tarp falling down and the paintings at the breakaway cave.

It was a cold night, and it was getting late as he stared through the flames of the fire. Suddenly, the
shape of a person sitting cross-legged in front of him appeared, with two glowing red dots staring
at him. The man quickly closed his eyes, shook his head, and then slowly opened them. It was still
there. The old prospector felt woozy and put down his beer.

The shadowy figure with the red eyes spoke to him, not in words, but in thoughts. Thoughts that
had emotions. It felt like hours, but he only said a few short sentences. “I’m Kadaitcha man. You
must leave this spot; this is sacred place! If you don’t leave by morning, you never leave. Spirits of
big mob massacred by white men live here. You being here disturbs them. You must go! I tell you
this cause you don’t take photo. Now go or stay forever!” The fire crackled and let off a plume of
white smoke as the Kadaitcha man disappeared into the night.

By morning, the man had packed up his swag and left, promising never to return. He went back to
town and explained the strange experience to a fellow prospector. But warned him not to go
anywhere near the breakaway, speaking slowly and stopping after each word: “Do. Not. Go. There.”
But this young bloke was curious, and thought, “I wonder what those paintings look like?”. Not
believing the old man’s story, he crept away from his camp early and searched for about two hours,
before finally finding the forbidden breakaway.

It was windy, and as he approached the entrance of the cave, it went still. Walking inside, he felt a
chill. He couldn’t believe how weird the rock art looked and got out his phone and took a photo.
The moment he did, there was a loud horrific screeching sound, like a thousand cockatoos around
his head. A bright red light appeared above him, as an invisible force pressed him to the ground. He
couldn’t move. He dug his fingers into the red dirt in an attempt to crawl out of the cave, clawing at
the ground but the weight above him had him pinned.

As he writhed on the ground, not comprehending what had happened to him, he whimpered.
Everything that the old man had told him came flooding back. Those four words - “Do not go there”,
echoed in his head as he cried out - “What have I done?”. The force holding him down released
him. A sharp voice spat into his ear and nearly pierced his eardrum. “Delete it!”.



Community Story | The Forbidden Breakaway
By Frank Kruse

In a panic, he got up and sprinted back to his vehicle. Near to the door, his legs went from under
him and he was pulled back towards the cave’s entrance. He felt cold hands around his ankles,
dragging him through the red dirt as sticks and stones cut and scratched his face and chest.
Yelping in pain and desperation he cried out, “Okay, I’ll delete it, I’ll delete it… just please let me
go.”

When the dust settled, the young man stood up and was allowed to delete the photo from his
phone. As he wiped the dust from his eyes, he made a run for his vehicle. While he fumbled for his
keys, a loud whisper slid into his ear saying, “Never come back.” He drove as fast as he could, back
to his camp. Sobbing from fear, he quickly gathered up his belongings, threw them into the back of
his troopy and left town without saying a word.

No one will ever know whether the young man shared his story or not. But one thing is for certain,
he’ll think twice before taking a photo of Aboriginal rock art at a sacred place. “Some people
respect Country, while others are still learning to,” said the old man from Meekatharra.

Service Provider |  Visiting Dental Services



Service Provider | Rubbish Collection

Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool



Community Happenings |   Community Yoga 



Community Happenings |  
The Spirit of 
Meekatharra Festival
2026



Community Happenings |  Infinity Skate





Community Information | 2026 Census 



Lloyds Outback Plaza Conference Room is a state-of-the-art
conferencing facility set to accommodate a maximum of 25 people. 

Location: Lloyd’s Outback Plaza, 64 Main Street, WA 6642

Amenities include kitchenette, external toilets to conference room (incl.
disabled access toilet) and on-street parking.

Contact the Meekatharra Community Resource & Visitor Centre to
hire this venue.
          (08) 9980 1811
          hello@meekacrc.com.au

Lloyds Conference Room

Night Light Usage 
$10.00 per hour - Basketball, Tennis Courts, Oval
Night light key bond $50.00

08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

www.meekashire.wa.gov.au

Please contact us directly
for any queries, or to book

a facility.

Lloyds Plaza Conference Room

Meekatharra Shire Hall

Sporting Complex and Oval

One of the most important buildings in town, our beloved Meekatharra
Shire Hall is a multi-purpose space where your team, or family can utilise
for almost anything. 
This space accommodates a maximum of 250 people.

Location: Savage Street, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, walk-in cool room, toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
separate bar area, equipment hire, projector, inflatable screen and on-
street parking.

Fees & Charges
Please contact us for a full breakdown of charges based on your
requirements.

Town Hall

Looking for a space to use for a big event in town?

The Meekatharra Sporting Complex and Oval might be the space for you.
It boasts a luscious green oval with peaceful views of the area. 
It is accompanied with an indoor function space that accommodates a
maximum of 50 people.

Location: Landor Meekatharra Road, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, internal & external toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
equipment hire and ample parking.

Sporting Complex and Oval

Community Facilities | Available For Hire



Community Facilities | Sport & Recreation

Meekatharra War Memorial Pool 
Open: October - March
The Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool is located
on Main Street in the centre of town. A much loved
community asset, it’s the perfect place to cool off during
the warm summer months, socialise with friends or
improve your fitness.

Seasonal Hours:       1 October to 31 March each year

Monday - Friday:

Saturday - Sunday:            

Fees & Charges
Community usage is now FREE for the pool season.
The ‘Pool for School’ policy still remains in place during
school terms. 

12:00pm to 6:00pm
6:00pm to 7:00pm - Adults Only

11:00am to 6:00pm

The gym is located at the Sporting Complex off the Landor
Meekatharra Road behind the main building and can be
accessed daily. 

This unmanned gym has all the equipment you will need to
complete your workout.

Access to the gym is with a membership which can be
purchased from the Shire Office. Make sure to sign up and
check out the space. 

Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.

Open 24/7

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
$20 once-off sign up fee + then $32 per month
Concessions available with proof of eligibility.
Fees apply for lost cards

Gym
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The Meekatharra Squash Court is located behind the Club
Rooms at the Sporting Complex off the Meekatharra
Landor Road. The key and air-con tokens are available
from the Shire Office. 

This is an unmanned facility.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
Court Hire - $10 (per hour/token)
Key Bond - $50 (cash only)

Squash Court

The basketball courts are located at the Meekatharra
Sporting Complex off Meekatharra Landor Road and are a
free-to-use community space.

This is an unmanned recreational space.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
Court Hire - No charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)

Basketball Courts

The Tennis Court is located at the Sporting Complex off
the Meekatharra Landor Road and is a free-to-use  
community facility.

This is an unmanned recreational space.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.
Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
Court Hire - No charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)

Tennis Court

Community Facilities | Sport & Recreation



The Meekatharra Public Library is located at the Shire Office
and is combined with a small museum. The library is a great
resource and available to all members of the community.
The library contains a comprehensive collection of fiction,
and non-fiction books, large print books, audiobooks, and
DVDs for adults and children. There is a regular exchange of
books to ensure up-to-date and varied stock. 

A selection of new books is displayed on our feature tables
until the next supply of stock arrives. 

A large variety of resources are available upon request and
include titles in audio format, large print, languages other
than English, and an extensive DVD collection.

You can also apply for the following:
Membership - There is no cost for library membership
for residents of Meekatharra. 
Visitor Membership - Visitors can become a member
of the Meekatharra Library. The requirements are the
same as for residents.
Borrower Rights - Please bring your library card when
borrowing or renewing items. Items can be borrowed for
three weeks. 

Opening Hours: 
9:00am - 4:00pm
Monday - Friday
*closed on public holidays

SIZE COLOUR B & W

Full Page $77.00 $49.50

Half Page $44.00 $27.50

Quarter Page $27.50 $16.50

Eighth Page $16.50 $11.00

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust
The Meekatharra Dust is a community newsletter produced by
the Shire of Meekatharra. It highlights local events and helps to
distribute information relevant to the area. Distribution channels
are via postal subscriptions, online views on the website and
local distributors. 

Local not-for-profit organisations are eligible to receive free
advertising. 

To advertise in the Meekatharra Dust, please contact: 
Eleonora Zibetti – Community Development Officer
📧 eleonora.zibetti@meekatharra.wa.gov.au 

Deki Dema – Community Activation Officer
📧 deki.dema@meekatharra.wa.gov.au Prices (from 1st of July 2026)

VOL_NTEER
WE NEEDU

wa.gov.au/volunteering

Library & Museum

08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

75 Main Street

https://www.meekashire.wa.gov.au/museum.aspx


Service Provider | Mission Australia



Lifestyle | First Aid Tips



Lifestyle | Consumer Protection



Lifestyle | Health



Lifestyle | Health



Lifestyle | Health



For more information please contact our Community Hub Coordinator
Email: communitycoordinator@yulella.org.au

Phone: 0499 462 829

F O O D  F O R  T H E  M O B  

T R A N S P O R T
S E R V I C E S  F O R

A P P O I N T M E N T S
S O C I A L
P A R T I C I P A T I O N  
C L A S S E S

Y A R D  &
G A R D E N I N G

S E R V I C E S  

H O U S E
C L E A N I N G  

Core Services
We are now able to assist NDIS participants

with their Core Service needs. 



Photo from: wanderingwarwickswonderment.wordpress.com

Located at:

77 Main Street, 

Meekatharra, 6642

Facilities:

Hotel/ Motel 

Pub

Bottle'o

Outdoor Beer Garden

Air conditioned Dining Room

Commercial 

Hotel

Meekatharra

We serve excellent 
counter meals daily

Lunch

12 noon - 1:30 pm 

(Mon-Sat)

Dinner

6-8 pm 

(Sun-Sat)

Accommodation includes

- 18 Modern Motel units with 
en suite, Tv, & Air con-

-Located at the rear of Hotel 
with enclosed parking-

-Traditional Hotel rooms with 
TV & air con-

-Located upstairs in 
original building-

For bookings and enquiries:

Telephone

99811020

Email 

commieh@westnet.com.au

Website 

www.commercialmeeka.com.au

Motel Rooms

Motel Rooms

Beer Garden

Pub



Activities  
Word Search



Activities  
Sudoku

Solutions

Puzzle #1 Puzzle #2 Puzzle #3 Puzzle #4



The Shire of Meekatharra will pay $100 for articles that 
are related to Meekatharra.

Send your submissions to PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA
6642 or drop them in at the Shire Office. Alternatively, you
can email us at eleonora.zibetti@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
or deki.dema@meekatharra.wa.gov.au



08 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

75 Main Street

Subscriptions
If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust,
contact us to find out more.

Subscriptions are for a 12-month period, including
postage. Alternatively, you can download a free copy
from our website. 
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	Seasonal Hours:       1 October to 31 March each year
	Monday - Friday:
	Saturday - Sunday:
	Fees & Charges
	Community usage is now FREE for the pool season.

	Gym
	Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.
	Open 24/7

	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	AUGUST
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	MEEKA MARKETS
	9:30AM - 1:00PM
	MAIN STREET
	COUNCIL MEETING 11:30AM
	COMMUNITY YOGA
	5PM-6PM
	TOWN HALL

	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	SEPTEMBER
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	THE SPIRIT OF MEEKATHARRA FESTIVAL  2026
	INFINITY SKATE WORKSHOP

	Community Facilities |

	Sport & Recreation
	Squash Court
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

	Basketball Courts
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

	Tennis Court
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm


	VOL_NTEER WE NEEDU
	wa.gov.au/volunteering
	Library & Museum
	Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust
	SIZE
	COLOUR
	B & W
	Full Page
	$77.00
	$49.50
	Half Page
	$44.00
	$27.50
	Quarter Page
	$27.50
	$16.50
	Eighth Page
	$16.50
	$11.00




	Mission Australia
	First Aid Tips
	Consumer Protection
	Health
	Health
	Health
	We are now able to assist NDIS participants with their Core Service needs.
	FOOD FOR THE MOB
	TRANSPORT SERVICES FOR APPOINTMENTS SOCIAL PARTICIPATION  CLASSES
	YARD & GARDENING SERVICES
	HOUSE CLEANING
	Meekatharra


	Commercial  Hotel
	Facilities:
	Hotel/ Motel
	Pub
	Bottle'o
	Outdoor Beer Garden
	Air conditioned Dining Room
	Located at: 77 Main Street,  Meekatharra, 6642
	For bookings and enquiries: Telephone 99811020 Email  commieh@westnet.com.au Website  www.commercialmeeka.com.au
	Motel Rooms
	Pub


	We serve excellent  counter meals daily
	Lunch 12 noon - 1:30 pm  (Mon-Sat) Dinner 6-8 pm  (Sun-Sat)
	Motel Rooms

	Accommodation includes
	- 18 Modern Motel units with  en suite, Tv, & Air con-
	-Located at the rear of Hotel  with enclosed parking-
	-Traditional Hotel rooms with  TV & air con-
	-Located upstairs in  original building-
	Beer Garden




	Activities
	Word Search
	Activities
	Sudoku
	Solutions

	are related to Meekatharra.
	Subscriptions
	If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust, contact us to find out more.


	75 Main Street
	08 9980 0600
	shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

