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SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2026
ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL

In accordance with section 5.25(1)(g) of the Local Government
Act 1995 and regulation 12 of the Local Government
(Administration) Regulations 1996 the scheduled Shire of
Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting dates for 2026 calendar year are
as follows:

Saturday, 17 January 2026
Saturday, 21 February 2026
Saturday, 21 March 2026
Saturday, 18 April 2026
Saturday, 16 May 2026
Saturday, 20 June 2026
Saturday, 25 July 2026
Saturday, 15 August 2026
Saturday, 12 September 2026
Saturday, 17 October 2026
Saturday, 21 November 2026

Friday, 18 December 2026

All meetings are held in Council Chambers located at the corner
Main & Savage Streets Meekatharra and commence at 11.30am
(except the 18 December 2026 meeting which commences at
4:30pm).

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Audit Committee Meetings will be arranged as required in
consultation with the Shire President.

Nathan Cain
Chief Executive Officer

GENERAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting
publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material
contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they
purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the
basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if
necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances.
——— Accordingly, no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of
the Meekatharra Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter,
comment or advice contained herein.
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Welcome to the September ;. ——
2026 Edition

A Golden Prospect

September has been a busy month across the Shire, with community celebrations,
creative activities and ongoing work to support local services and emergency
preparedness.

A highlight was the four-day Spirit of Meekatharra Festival, held from 24 to 27 September
2026. The festival brought residents and visitors together for workshops, family
entertainment, live music and fireworks. Long Dining Under the Stars at Peace Gorge and
the Country Muster Ball provided memorable opportunities to celebrate our community
and pastoral heritage. Thank you to the sponsors, volunteers, performers, local
businesses and Shire team who helped bring the festival to life.

Road maintenance works were scheduled along Landor-Meekatharra Road during
September. We thank motorists and the community for their patience and cooperation
around work sites.

The Meekatharra Aerodrome emergency exercise brought emergency services and
community volunteers together to practise a coordinated response and identify
opportunities to strengthen preparedness.

We look forward to more opportunities to come together, connect and celebrate our
community in the months ahead.
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R U OK? Day encourages us to check in with the
people around us and start a conversation with
someone who may be going through a difficult time.
A simple question and a listening ear can make a
difference.

On Thursday, 17 September, our community came
together at the Meekatharra Youth Centre for an
evening of activities, including dodgeball, basketball,
mosaic making, cupcake decorating and a shared
meal.

Thank you to Mission Australia for coordinating the
event, to Youth Focus and DodgyBros for their
support, and to everyone who joined in. The Shire
was pleased to support this evening of community
connection.

Checking in on each other matters every day. Take a
moment to ask “R U OK?” and make time to listen.
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Working Together to Keep Meeka Ready

Meekatharra Aerodrome became the scene of a
simulated aircraft emergency on Saturday, 19
September 2026, as local emergency services and
community volunteers came together to put their
response skills to the test.

The Shire bus stood in for an aircraft that had
overrun the runway following an aborted take-off,
with volunteers playing injured passengers. The
exercise provided a valuable opportunity to practise
emergency procedures, passenger evacuation,
casualty assessment and coordination between
agencies.

Led by Aerodrome Manager Mike Cuthbertson, the
exercise brought together Meekatharra Police,
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, St John
Ambulance and Westgold Resources' Emergency
Response Team.

The exercise demonstrated the importance of
working together while identifying opportunities to
improve communication, emergency notifications
and passenger care. These lessons will help
strengthen future emergency preparedness.

The morning concluded with a debrief and sausage
sizzle, giving everyone an opportunity to share
feedback and reflect on the exercise.

The Shire thanks all participating emergency
services, Westgold Resources and community
volunteers for their valuable contribution to keeping
Meekatharra safe and prepared.
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Getting Active with Fair Game

Fair Game’s visit brought opportunities for
kids to get moving, join in games and spend
time together. The sessions encouraged
teamwork and participation, with activities
helping spark greater interest in visiting the
Youth Centre.

Finding Our Voices with Tess Fapani

The songwriting workshop with Tess Fapani
gave children an opportunity to explore
music and express their ideas creatively.
Creating songs together offered a different
way to connect, with music bringing
participants together.

Creative Connections with Lizzy Robinson
Lizzy Robinson’s block painting workshop
brought community members together to
explore patterns, colour and design. The
hands-on session gave participants a
chance to try creative skills, share ideas and
enjoy conversation as they worked on their
prints.

Cooking Demo with Creative Catering
Creative Catering’s cooking demonstration
brought community members together to
watch, learn and share a meal. The session
offered an opportunity to pick up cooking
tips, enjoy a delicious dinner and connect
over a shared interest in food.
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Long Dining Under the Stars

Peace Gorge provided a beautiful setting for
Friday’s Long Dining Under the Stars, where
community members and visitors gathered to
share a meal beneath the outback sky. Live
performances by Amberley Maryellen, Chris
Cobb and Tess Fapani added to the atmosphere,
bringing music and conversation together for a
memorable evening.

Creativity and Community Fun

Saturday began at Lloyds Plaza with Meeka
Markets, the Meeka Made Art Exhibition, Tetra-
Pak printing workshop and mat-based Pilates.
The celebrations continued at Meekatharra Oval
with sideshow alley, pony rides, a petting farm,
workshops and children's activities, alongside
the AFL Grand Final on the big screen. DJ Rev CB
kicked off the evening concert, followed by Chris
Cobb and Tess Fapani, whose performances had
children and families dancing along. Fireworks lit
up the sky to round off the celebrations.

Country Muster Ball

The Country Muster Ball brought the festival to a
close on Sunday evening, transforming the Town
Hall into a celebration of country style and
Meekatharra’s pastoral heritage. With the Year of
Rangelands and Pastoralists theme, guests
dressed for the occasion and enjoyed an evening
of music, dancing and community connection. DJ
Rev CB kept the atmosphere lively, providing a
fitting finale to the festival.

The Shire extends a heartfelt thank you to our sponsors, volunteers, local businesses, Shire staff and
community members who helped make the Spirit of Meekatharra Festival 2026 possible. Your support
and enthusiasm brought the festival to life and made it a memorable celebration of our community.

& } L7 FNMG  (IMEHSD S thrive  nv =
ollerywes PALEA R Y oo SHEERRE =) rMve (cekatharra

A Golden Prospect

Meekatharra
H Community MID WEST
\ \ WESTGOLD c;\)%o!élkﬁgllg’“ ReE%LI"I\rtcl:“g @ DEVELOPMENT Mark Smith Plumbing Great Bnquer

Vont [scal connection COMMISSION



Community Happenings |

Gold Limited

#‘ f '7 1@; NMG 'M.’,;,!:!“‘OS..,LI cmunn .th Shire of “—P—
ollerywes IRSEG Py (wisstied - 50 thIive  Meewatharra

A Golden Prospect

Meekatharra

[El Community MID WEST

\\\WESTGOLD Teouciu S ehe @ DEVELOPVENT Mark Smith Plumbing BF@at Boulder
COMMISSION

Vour [scal connection



Community Happenings |

!

TESS FAPANI

NMG IMI-HSL L
7/ CAPRICORN Shire of =
‘o”erywes, 7) MINING PrY Lt (M%‘&"l‘sr“‘“ms e thrive  Yiiiatharra

A Golden Prospect

Meekatharra
l Community MID WEST
\ \WESTGOLD Cm%g%LN Reource @ DEVELOPMENT Mark Smith Plumbing Great B__DI.IHdEI‘

oo locel commection COMMISSION



Community Happenings |

‘o‘”’érywes" 77 iine

\AWESTGOLD

£ .NMG
oA
New Murchison
Gold Limited

[H Community

Resource
ABORIGINAL Centre
CORPORATION

YDM,/ /pﬁu( ce

Meekatharra

nnection

= CAPRICORN Shire of “———
(8eteres - = thrive Meekatharra

A Golden Prospect

MID WEST

DEVELOPMENT Mark Smith Plumbing

Great Bou|der
COMMISSION

&




Community Happenings |

/.
(edpwest L7 s

der

v\WESTGoLD GreatBou

ZNMG  fononn (MHss
VJ giﬂﬂt:ﬁggon J LOGISTICS

I,

4, MID WEST
Mark Smith Plumbing @ gg‘l(fﬁ\lﬁ?spshfgw

Meekatharra

ommunlt ..
. T thrs
ABORIGINA me
CORPORATION \/ % [0 cal connection



Community Happenings |

11 Sep 2026 MEEKATHARRA DHS NEWS

‘At Meekatharra DHS we have high expectations to become
iﬁr I w lifelong learners, show respect for culture, ourselves and
others, and strive for a strong future’,

= —
A 77 5avage Street, Meekatharra, WA 6642 ‘ Q. (08)99810800
Absences: Pleass notify the school
B meskatharta hs@ed.cation waedu sy A P
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School Hours: 8:30am - 2:40pm

Offlee Howrs: 8:00am - 4:00pm S—
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Visitors . THU ‘p——(‘

Year 7-12
17-18  Year

17 R UOK? Day

Pastor Geoff: i binu ival
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School Psychologist:
Term 3: Week 9

Stephen Michael Foundation:
T4: Week2, 4, 688

Shine f Shimmer:
Wednesdays & Thursdays

VacSwim

MEEKATHARRA

DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

132 Students

52% Female
48% Male .
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Athletics Carnival
2026

J ' What a fantastic day we had at
our Athletics Camival last week. |t
was graat 1o see 30 many students participating, having
fun and showing teamwork, sportsmanship and faction
splrit throughout the day.

A big thank you to our staff for making the day possibla,
our students for their fantastic sportamanship, and all
the families and community members who came along
to support them. We also thank Mission Australia far
providing lunch for our students and community on tha
day.
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MEEKATHARRA
DISTRICT HIGH
SCHOOL

Semester 1 in Meekatharra has focused on  building
relationships, creating a sense of belonging, and developing
a safe and welcoming SHIMMER & SHINE space for
stidents.

We began the semester by getting to know the school,
faculty and swdents, developing a group agreement and
decorating our space to make it feel like our own. Students
explored identity, values, likes and dislikes, future aspirations
and self-expression through a range of creative activities.
Jillian also spent time in students’ regular classrooms to
better understand their individual strengths, personalities
and engagement across different emvironments,

Building on these relationships, students Focused an healthy
relationships, kindness, respect, anti-bullying and the
impact of our words and actions. Shimmer students
explored friendship, kindness and responsibility, culminating
in & mock assembly where they presented awards o one
another. Online safety was also explored, including
recognising when something doesn't feel right and knowing
lhow to respond. Shine students explored healthy
relationships in greater depth, including coercive contral,
domestic and family wviolence, wnhealthy behaviours and
how Lo seelk support.

Students also had opportunities to engage with the wider
community through incursions from WestGold, Aboriginal
Legal Service, Mission Australia and Boogie Bounce. We
gpent time out an Country with Youth Focus, Shooting Stars
and Mission Australia, exploring the winter landscape and
learning about bush medicine with the support of local
Elders. These experiences provided wvaluable opportunities
for connection to Country, culture and community, while
creating space for students to learn outside of the
classroam.

Throughout the semester, we prioritised opportunities for
fun, creativity and connection, including making sensory
slime, arts and crafts, and finishing the semester with a
Mintendo Mario Kart party and shared treats.

Semester | provided a strong foundation of connection,
trust and belonging, while supporting students to develop
important skills around identity, relationships, safety,
respect and seeking support.

Rebecca Higgins — SHINE CEO & Jillian Cain - MDHS SHINE Coordinator
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Dental Health Services
MEEKATHARRA DENTAL CLINIC AND MURCHISON MOBILE
SERVICE
TRAVEL DATES FOR 2026

» Meekatharra - Tues 03 March - Fri 13 March

« Mount Magnet - Mon 20 April - Fri IMay

« Cue - Mon 18 May - Wed 27 May

« Meekatharra - Mon 15 June - Fri 26 June

« Mount Magnet - Mon 17 August - Fri 28 August

« Sandstone - Mon 14 September - Fri 25 September
« Meekatharra - Mon 12 October - Fri 23 October

« Yalgoo - Mon 16 November - Fri 27 November

« Meekatharra - Mon 7 December - Fri 18 December

Please book an appointment:
« Phone: 0427 386 647
« Email: MeekatharraGDC@health.wa.gov.au
Patients experiencing pain or requiring urgent care will be prioritised.

RUBBISH
COLLECTION

Every
Tuesday & Friday

Please ensure your bins are out
by 6:00am on collection days.

* Bins not presented by this time
may not be collected.

* To avoid missing collection, we
recommend placing your bins
out the night before.

——
Shirg of ™ e —

Meekatharra

A Goldon Prospeet
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for the 2026/27 pool season

THE SCHOOL FOR POOL POLICY IS IN PLACE

School for Pool applies on school days to school-aged children
and young people who permanently live in Meekatharra.

Attend school each day to receive your pool band

Only students with a pool band can swim in
the afternoon.

No School - No Pool

School-aged children
and young people are
not permitted to use the
pool during school hours.

Thank you for supporting
school attendance among our
children and young people. (b

)

ContactUs

(08) 9980 0600

shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

www.meekashire.wa.gov.au
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YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU

Supporting your Meekatharra community is one of the best ways to
get to know it. Join a social, inclusive and committed team, and you'll
be surprised by the friendships you’ll make, which can be as rewarding
as the good you're doing for your town.

« Full training provided in a friendly, supportive environment.

+ No medical experience required — all you need to get started is a police check,
a clean driver’s licence, and a can-do attitude.

« Not all callouts are emergencies — help with routine patient transport.
o Commit to shifts to suit your schedule — a minimum of 60 hours per annum.
« Uniforms and ambulance cover provided free of charge.

Your next move.

If this sounds like something youd like to explore, visit stjohnchangelives.com.au
or call St John Meekatharra on 0437 681 562, or email cp.midwesteast@stjohnwa.com.au

Q, search St John Volunteer

StJohn
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Lloyds Conference Room

Lloyds Outback Plaza Conference Room is a state-of-the-art
conferencing facility set to accommodate a maximum of 25 people.

Location: Lloyd’s Outback Plaza, 64 Main Street, WA 6642

Amenities include kitchenette, external toilets to conference room (incl.
disabled access toilet) and on-street parking.

Contact the Meekatharra Community Resource & Visitor Centre to
hire this venue.

QO (08)9980 1811

@ hello@meekacrc.com.au

Lloyds Plaza Conference Room

Town Hall

The Meekatharra Shire Hall is a multi-purpose community space suitable
for arange of events and activities.

This space accommodates a maximum of 250 people.

Location: Savage Street, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, walk-in cool room, toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
separate bar area, equipment hire, projector, inflatable screen and on-
street parking.

Fees & Charges

Please contact us for a full breakdown of charges based on your
requirements.

Sporting Complex and Oval

Looking for a space to use for a big event in town?

The Meekatharra Sporting Complex and Oval might be the space for you.
It boasts a lush green oval with views of the surrounding area.

Itis accompanied with an indoor function space that accommodates a
maximum of 50 people.

Location: Landor—-Meekatharra Road, WA 6642

Amenities include: kitchen, internal & external toilets, outdoor twin BBQ,
equipment hire and ample parking.

Night Light Usage &
$10.00 per hour - Basketball, Tennis Courts, Oval | Sponing bomplexond Oval
Night light key bond $50.00

c 08 9980 0600 k
Please contact us directly E .
-

for any queries, or to book shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

afacility. www.meekatharra.wa.gov.au E
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Gym

The gym is located at the Sporting Complex off the Landor-
Meekatharra Road behind the main building and can be
accessed daily.

This unmanned gym has all the equipment you will need to
complete your workout.

Access to the gym is with a membership which can be
purchased from the Shire Office. Make sure to sign up and
check out the space.

Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.

Open 24/7

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)

$20 once-off sign up fee + then $32 per month
Concessions available with proof of eligibility.

Fees apply for lost cards

Meekatharra War Memorial Pool
Open: October - March

The Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool is located
on Main Street in the centre of town. A much loved
community asset, it’s the perfect place to cool off during
the warm summer months, socialise with friends or

improve your fithess.

Seasonal Hours: 1 October to 31 March each year

Monday - Friday: 12:00pm to 6:00pm
6:00pm to 7:00pm - Adults Only

Saturday - Sunday: 11:00am to 6:00pm

Fees & Charges
Entry is free for the 2026/27 pool season.
The ‘School for Pool’ policy remains in place during school

terms.

——
Shire of =

——
Meekatharra

A Golden Prospect
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Squash Court

The Meekatharra Squash Court is located behind the Club
Rooms at the Sporting Complex off the Landor-

Meekatharra Road. The key and air-con tokens are

available from the Shire Office.

This is an unmanned facility.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.

Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
o Court Hire - $10 (per hour/token)
e Key Bond - $50 (cash only)

Basketball Courts

The basketball courts are located at the Meekatharra
Sporting Complex off Landor-Meekatharra Road and are

a free-to-use community space.

This is an unmanned recreational space.

Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)

e Court Hire - No charge

o Lights - $10 per hour

o Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)

Tennis Court

The Tennis Court is located at the Sporting Complex off
the Landor-Meekatharra Road and is a free-to-use
community facility.

This is an unmanned recreational space.
Unfortunately we do not hire racquets or balls.

Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

Fees & Charges: (as of July 2026)
e Court Hire - No charge
o Lights-$10 per hour
e Key Bond (lights) - $50 (cash only)



Library & Museum

The Meekatharra Public Library is located at the Shire Office
and is combined with a small museum. The library is a great
resource and available to all members of the community.
The library contains a comprehensive collection of fiction,
and non-fiction books, large print books, audiobooks, and
DVDs for adults and children. There is a regular exchange of
books to ensure up-to-date and varied stock.

A selection of new books is displayed on our feature tables
until the next supply of stock arrives.

A large variety of resources are available upon request and
include titles in audio format, large print, languages other
than English, and an extensive DVD collection.

You can also apply for the following:
¢ Membership - There is no cost for library membership
for residents of Meekatharra.
¢ Visitor Membership - Visitors can become a member
of the Meekatharra Library. The requirements are the
same as for residents.
¢ Borrower Rights - Please bring your library card when

borrowing or renewing items. Items can be borrowed for
three weeks.

Opening Hours: 0 75 Main Street
9:00am - 4:00pm e 08 9980 0600

Monday - Friday @ shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
*closed on public holidays

VOL_NTEER S
WE NEEDU Shire of ™ i —

wa.gov.au/volunteering M e e kq t h a r ra

A Golden Prospect

Advertising in the
The Meekatharra Dust is a community newsletter produced by COLOUR

the Shire of Meekatharra. It highlights local events and helps to
distribute information relevant to the area. Distribution channels

Full Page $77.00 $49.50
are via postal subscriptions, online views on the website and
local distributors.
Half Page $44.00 $27.50
Local not-for-profit organisations are eligible to receive free
advertising.
Quarter Page $27.50 $16.50
To advertise in the Meekatharra Dust, please contact:
Eleonora Zibetti— Community Development Officer
£ eleonora.zibetti@meekatharra.wa.gov.au .
@ g Eighth Page $16.50 $11.00

Deki Dema — Community Activation Officer : :
£ deki.dema@meekatharra.wa.gov.au Prices effective 1 July 2026


https://www.meekashire.wa.gov.au/museum.aspx
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Mision Australia helps people
move towards independence by
standing together with

Australians in need until they can
stand for themselves

Family and Domestic
Violence Service

This service offers a community response to
women and their children (if present) who are
experiencing domestic violence or are con-
cerned about their safety.

Support Includes:

» Crisis accommodation up to 72—hours or with
a Police Order

» Arranging transportation and alternative ac-
commodation

» Essential emergency items such as food

« Links to counselling and other culturally appro-
priate services

Meekatharra Housing and-
Support Service—OGumbarra
Urda

Transitional Accommodation will provide a path-
way for families, women and children who have a
desire to transition out of unsafe and/or unstable
housing situations with support. MHSS will pro-
vide medium term accommodation combined
with case management and community develop-
ment.

Mission Australia provides a range of
community services in the Midwest and
Gascoyne regions of Western Australia.

Family and Domestic Violence Service

Monday to Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm Call “000" or Local Police on 08

9918 7120 24-hour service through Police.

Public Tenancy Support Service

Monday to Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Remote Education and Learning - lJaba

Monday to Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Monday to Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Mental Health Support Service

Monday to Friday 8:00am - :00pm

Meekatharra Housing Support Service -
Gumbarra Urda

Monday - Friday 800am - 4;,00pm

Emergency Relief
Monday 9:00am - 11:00am

Phane for an appointment on the day, walk-ins accepted

Misslon Australla Meekatharra
61 Main Street/PO Box 59
Meekatharra WA 6642

08 9956 5100

Remote Education and
Learning—Ijaba

This service works with families and community
to increase school attendance in Meekatharra.

Our team acknowledges that school attendanceisa
‘whole of community’ responsibility and has adopt-
ed a family focused model to work specifically with
parents, carers and other family members as well
as Elders, the school, local residents, community
organisations and government agencies.

Our aim is to identity and address the short and long
term challenges that families encounter, which may
impact on children and young people attending and

staying at school.

Public Tenancy
Support Service

This service supports people living in Public Hous-
ing who face difficulty maintaining their tenancy.

Our team aims to support tenants to increase their
ability to avoid reaching the point of eviction, debts
and property standards.

Midwest and
Gascoyne
Services

Mental Health Support
Service

This service provides information support, ad-
vocacy, referral and counselling to Aboriginal
people living in Meekatharra, Cue and Mount
Magnet who experience and live with mentalill
health.

Our team adopts a recovery-orientated model,
placing significant emphasis on the choices and
decisions of the individual. We aim to support
people to make positive changes and reach their
goals while continuing to participate fully in the
community.

OGrandparents Raising
Grandchildren

This service supports grandparents living in
Meekatharra, Cue and Mount Magnet who are
the sole or primary carer of their grandchildren.

Emergency Relief

This service is offered to people experiencing
significant financial distress, homelessness
and other life challenges.

Immediate relief is available once everythree
months in the form of food hampers. In addition
toreferrals to other services. Appointments to
Emergency Relief are essential.
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1.Follow DRSABCD St John WA Action Plan.

2.Urgent medical aid. Call Triple Zero (000) for an ambulance.

3.Ensure the casualty does not move.

4.Lay the casualty down, rest and reassure.

B.If the bite is on a limb, apply a broad pressure bandage over the bite site as soon
as possible.

6.Then apply a further elasticised or firm bandage - start at fingers or toes and
move up the limb as far as can be reached. Apply tightly but without stopping
blood flow.

7.Splint the limb including the joints on either side of the bite.

8.Write down the time that the casualty was bitten and when the bandage was
applied.

9.If the casualty becomes unconscious and not breathing normally, Commence CPR
and Defibrillation.

Sighs and symptoms

» Visible in an hour or more after the person has been bitten.
* In children, signs and symptoms may appear within minutes.
e Paired fang marks, but often only a single mark or a scratch mark may be
present. Marks or scratches may bleed.
Nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.
Headache, drowsiness, giddiness or fainthess.
Double or blurred vision, drooping eyelids.
Voice changes, trouble speaking or swallowing.Pain or tightness in the throat,
chest or abdomen.
Breathing difficulties, respiratory weakness or arrest.

Do not wash the venom off the skin (it may aid in identification).
Do not cut the bitten area and try to suck the venom out.
Do not use a tourniquet.

Do not try and catch the snake.
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Regional Column

Consumer Protection 140 William Street Perth Western Australia 6000
Email: cpmedia@lgirs.wa.gov.au | www.consumerprotection.wa.gov.au | Www.wa.gov.au

8 October 2026

With Senior Regional Officer for the Midwest and Gascoyne, Barb Thompson.
Don't let the price tags fool you: check the unit price

With many households looking for ways to stretch their grocery budget, it's more
important than ever to know how to spot genuine value. And you might be surprised to
learn that the cheapest item on the shelf isn't always the best deal.

One of the easiest ways to compare value is by checking the unit price. Usually displayed
in smaller print on the shelf label, the unit price shows the cost per kilogram, litre, 100
grams or item. This makes it easier to compare products fairly, even when they come in
different sizes or brands.

For example, you might be trying to choose between two boxes of cereal. One costs
$4.50 and has a unit price of $1.13 per 100g. The larger box costs $6.00 and has a unit
price of 86 cents per 100g. Even though the larger box costs more at the checkout, it's
better value in the long run because you're paying less for the same amount of cereal.

The same applies to everyday items such as coffee, pasta, snacks, cleaning products and
toiletries. Taking a moment to check the unit price could help you stretch your grocery
budget further.

Unit pricing can also help you see through special offers and marketing claims. A product
advertised as being on sale isn't always the cheapest option. Sometimes a similar product

sitting right beside it has a lower unit price and provides better value for money.

Most supermarkets, large grocery stores and online grocery retailers are required to
display unit prices in-store, online and in advertising for many common grocery items,
including food, drinks, cleaning products and personal care items. The unit price should
be clearly displayed near the selling price so shoppers can compare products quickly and
easily.

However, not all businesses are required to provide unit pricing.
Smaller stores and retailers that don't sell a wide range of groceries may choose whether

to display it. Some products, including clothing, furniture, appliances, hardware, toys and
alcohol, are also exempt from unit pricing requirements.

Page 1 of 2
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It's also worth remembering that the same type of product may be sold in different
sections of a supermarket at different prices. For example, nuts and dried fruit might be
available in both the baking aisle and the health food section. Comparing unit prices can
help you identify the better deal.

While you're shopping, it's also a good idea to keep your receipt and check that items
have scanned at the advertised price. Businesses must display clear and accurate prices.
If a product has more than one displayed price, or scans at a higher price than advertised,
the retailer must either sell the item at the lowest displayed price or remove it from sale
until the pricing is corrected.

When every dollar counts, knowing how to compare prices can help you shop smarter.
Taking a few seconds to check the unit price could save you money every time you visit
the supermarket.

For more information about unit pricing, visit the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) website: www.accc.gov.au/consumers/groceries/grocery-unit-prices

Page 2 of 2
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Find Cancer Early ‘It is time to act’

Have you had any of these:

» Trouble breathing for at least 4 weeks?
* A cough for at least 4 weeks?

» Coughing up blood?

If you've got lungs, you can get lung cancer. June thought the pain in her side was
just a stitch. It turned out to be lung cancer. If you notice any symptoms, see a doctor
or Aboriginal health worker straight away. Finding cancer early gives people the best
chance of successful treatment and more time with family and friends.

Where to go for more information:
« Visit findcancerearly. com.au to learn about other lung cancer symptoms
» Contact your Midwest Regional Cancer Prevention Coordinator —
RCPCMidwest@cancerwa.asn au to arrange presentations or educational
strategies most appropriate for you or your group.
« Phone 13 11 20 to speak with a qualified professional.
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Pest Control treatments APPOINTMENTS
We can deploy cockroach and mice S O C 1AL
traps throughout your house and give
you some tips on how to keep them PART|C|PAT|ON HOUSE
away

Community Housing

We can complete a Healthy Home
Check on your house & fix minor
plumbing issues along with much
more!

We are now able to assist NDIS participants

with their Core Service needs.
FOR THE MOB

Animal Management
We can treat your animals for parasites
and give you some tips on keeping a
healthy parasite free animal

Distribution

We can provide you with soaps,
linen, emergency relief meals if
eligable, and much more!

Education

We do education sessions on disease
prevention and provide tips and tricks
on how to keep your home disease free

Call Melissa on 9980 1339

For more information please contact our Community Hub Coordinator
Email: communitycoordinator@yulella.org.au
Phone: 0499 462 829

M EEKATHATRRA

ACCOMMODATION CENTRE

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm
Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on
bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
or call on 99811253
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Farilities:

» Hotel/Motel

e Pub

« Bottle-o

» Outdoor Beer Garden
 Air-conditioned Dining Room

Located at:

77 Main Street,

Meekatharra, 6642

Fur hookings and eunuiries:

Telephone

(08) 9981 1020

Email
commieh@westnet.com.au
Website

www.commercialmeeka.com.au

RECOMMENDED

THE WORLD'S LARGEST TRAVEL SITE
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Wunch

12 noon - 1:30 pm
(Mon-Sat)

Ainner

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
(Sun-Sat)

Arcconumodation includes

- 18 modern motel units with
Ensuite, TV and air conditioning
Beer Garden
with enclosed parking- ; EEET, | U

- Located at the rear of the hotel

- Traditional hotel rooms
TV and air conditioning

- Located upstairs in the original
building



DO YOU HAVE A
STORY TO TELL?
OR A PHOTO?
OR PERHAPS AN ARTWORK
ABOUT MEEKATHARRA?

CALLING FOR

The Shire of Meekatharra will pay $100 for published articles relating to Meekatharra.

Submissions can be posted to PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642, dropped off at the Shire
Office, or emailed to:

Deki Dema
deki.dema@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

Eleonora Zibetti
eleonora.zibetti@meekatharra.wa.gov.au



mailto:deki.dema@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
mailto:eleonora.zibetti@meekatharra.wa.gov.au

Word Search

Easy | 12 words
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WORDS TO FIND

MINE ORE

DRILL

GOLD

TRUCK

ROCK

DIG

BOOTS

HELMET

MINER

SHAFT

DUST



Activities
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MARKETS

2026 MARKET DATES:

Saturday 28th March
Saturday 11th April
Saturday 9th May Gifts - Food - Art - and more!
Saturday 13th June
If you would like to set-up a

Saturday 11th July stall or have questions, contact

Jo at the Community
Saturday 8th August Resource & Visitor Centre.

Saturday 26th September ,on

Saturday 10th October 0B 2 B0 TGl
EMAIL

Saturday 14th November manager@meekacrc.com.auv
Saturday 12th December
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Subscriptions

If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust, 0 75 Main Street
contact us to find out more.

08 9980 0600
Subscriptions are for a 12-month period, including

postage. Alternatively, you can download a free copy @ shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
from our website.



	SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS
	JANUARY – DECEMBER 2026

	ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL
	Saturday, 17 January 2026
	Saturday, 21 February 2026
	Saturday, 21 March 2026
	Saturday, 18 April 2026
	Saturday, 16 May 2026
	Saturday, 20 June 2026
	Saturday, 25 July 2026
	Saturday, 15 August 2026
	Saturday, 12 September 2026
	Saturday, 17 October 2026
	Saturday, 21 November 2026
	Friday, 18 December 2026

	AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
	Nathan Cain
	Chief Executive Officer

	GENERAL DISCLAIMER
	The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly, no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein.
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	R U OK? DAY
	Meekatharra  Aerodrome Emergency Exercise
	Community Happenings |
	Working Together to Keep Meeka Ready

	Creative Tunes, Active Fun  & Arts
	Community Happenings |
	Getting Active with Fair Game
	Fair Game’s visit brought opportunities for kids to get moving, join in games and spend time together. The sessions encouraged teamwork and participation, with activities helping spark greater interest in visiting the Youth Centre.

	Finding Our Voices with Tess Fapani
	The songwriting workshop with Tess Fapani gave children an opportunity to explore music and express their ideas creatively. Creating  songs together offered a different way to connect, with music bringing participants together.

	Creative Connections with Lizzy Robinson
	Lizzy Robinson’s block painting workshop brought community members together to explore patterns, colour and design. The hands-on session gave participants a chance to try creative skills, share ideas and enjoy conversation as they worked on their prints.

	Cooking Demo with Creative Catering
	Creative Catering’s cooking demonstration brought community members together to watch, learn and share a meal. The session offered an opportunity to pick up cooking tips, enjoy a delicious dinner and connect over a shared interest in food.


	Spirit of Meekatharra Festival 2026
	Community Happenings |
	The Shire extends a heartfelt thank you to our sponsors, volunteers, local businesses, Shire staff and community members who helped make the Spirit of Meekatharra Festival 2026 possible. Your support and enthusiasm brought the festival to life and made it a memorable celebration of our community.
	Long Dining Under the Stars
	Peace Gorge provided a beautiful setting for Friday’s Long Dining Under the Stars, where community members and visitors gathered to share a meal beneath the outback sky. Live performances by Amberley Maryellen, Chris Cobb and Tess Fapani added to the atmosphere, bringing music and conversation together for a memorable evening.

	Creativity and Community Fun
	Saturday began at Lloyds Plaza with Meeka Markets, the Meeka Made Art Exhibition, Tetra-Pak printing workshop and mat-based Pilates. The celebrations continued at Meekatharra Oval with sideshow alley, pony rides, a petting farm, workshops and children's activities, alongside the AFL Grand Final on the big screen. DJ Rev CB kicked off the evening concert, followed by Chris Cobb and Tess Fapani, whose performances had children and families dancing along. Fireworks lit up the sky to round off the celebrations.

	Country Muster Ball
	The Country Muster Ball brought the festival to a close on Sunday evening, transforming the Town Hall into a celebration of country style and Meekatharra’s pastoral heritage. With the Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists theme, guests dressed for the occasion and enjoyed an evening of music, dancing and community connection. DJ Rev CB kept the atmosphere lively, providing a fitting finale to the festival.
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	Meekatharra DHS
	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	OCTOBER
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	INFINITY SKATE WORKSHOP
	MURDOCH
	MEEKA MARKETS
	9:30AM - 1:00PM
	MAIN STREET
	MURDOCH  UNIVERSITY VET PROGRAM
	VISITING DENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
	VISITING DENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

	Community Happenings |
	What’s On!

	NOVEMBER
	2026
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	SENIORS WEEK
	COMMUNITY YOGA
	5PM- 6PM
	TOWN HALL
	MEEKA MARKETS
	9:30AM - 1:00PM
	MAIN STREET
	SENIORS WEEK
	BINGO NIGHT
	6PM - 8PM
	TOWN HALL
	COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION REGISTRATIONS OPEN
	COUNCIL MEETING 11:30AM
	BADMINTON GAME FOR ADULTS
	5PM- 6PM
	YOUTH CENTRE


	Visiting Dental and Rubbish   Collection
	Available For Hire
	Community Facilities |
	Lloyds Conference Room
	Amenities include kitchenette, external toilets to conference room (incl. disabled access toilet) and on-street parking.
	Contact the Meekatharra Community Resource & Visitor Centre to hire this venue.
	(08) 9980 1811

	hello@meekacrc.com.au

	Town Hall
	Fees & Charges

	Sporting Complex and Oval
	Night Light Usage
	Lloyds Plaza Conference Room
	Meekatharra Shire Hall
	Sporting Complex and Oval
	08 9980 0600
	shire@meekatharra.wa.gov.au
	www.meekatharra.wa.gov.au


	Community Facilities |

	Sport & Recreation
	Meekatharra War Memorial Pool
	Open: October - March
	Seasonal Hours:       1 October to 31 March each year
	Monday - Friday:
	Saturday - Sunday:
	Fees & Charges
	Entry is free for the 2026/27 pool season.

	Gym
	Access is restricted to 16 years of age and above.
	Open 24/7

	Community Facilities |

	Sport & Recreation
	Squash Court
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

	Basketball Courts
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm

	Tennis Court
	Opening Hours: 5:00am - 10:00pm


	VOL_NTEER WE NEEDU
	wa.gov.au/volunteering
	Library & Museum
	Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust
	SIZE
	COLOUR
	B & W
	Full Page
	$77.00
	$49.50
	Half Page
	$44.00
	$27.50
	Quarter Page
	$27.50
	$16.50
	Eighth Page
	$16.50
	$11.00




	Mission Australia
	First Aid Tips
	Consumer Protection
	Consumer Protection
	Health
	We are now able to assist NDIS participants with their Core Service needs.
	FOOD FOR THE MOB
	TRANSPORT
	SERVICES FOR
	APPOINTMENTS
	SOCIAL
	PARTICIPATION

	CLASSES
	YARD & GARDENING SERVICES
	HOUSE CLEANING


	Commercial
	Hotel
	Facilities:
	Hotel/Motel
	Pub
	Bottle-o
	Outdoor Beer Garden
	Air-conditioned Dining Room

	Located at:
	77 Main Street,
	Meekatharra, 6642

	For bookings and enquiries:
	Telephone
	(08) 9981 1020
	Email
	commieh@westnet.com.au
	Website
	www.commercialmeeka.com.au
	Motel Rooms
	Pub


	We serve excellent
	counter meals daily
	Lunch
	12 noon – 1:30 pm
	(Mon-Sat)

	Dinner
	6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
	(Sun-Sat)
	Motel Rooms

	Accommodation includes
	- 18 modern motel units with
	Ensuite, TV and air conditioning
	-  Located at the rear of the hotel
	with enclosed parking-
	-  Traditional hotel rooms
	TV and air conditioning
	-  Located upstairs in the original building
	Beer Garden
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